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TAPE 1C

Madam CHAIR: Most of you were here this morning, | mean one of the things the Committee is
doing is going around all of the remote communities, or we are trying to visit as many as we can.

Last year parliament established this Committee. There are six members but there are only four of
us on this trip and we are doing an Inquiry right through the Northern Territory looking at the issues of
alcohol, ganja and petrol sniffing, and the impact of that. What we will do once we get alot of those
views put together, we will put a report to parliament with a number of recommendations,
recommending to the House how different recommendations on those three issues. As well as remote
communities we are also planning © do public hearings in Darwin, Katherine, Tennant Creek and
Alice.

We have heard a number of views, both, yesterday we were at Garden Point and Milikapiti and
again this morning meeting with various groups. And, although sometimesiit is hard when alot of the
views that come through on this issue sometime it is mainly alot of the men and the women sometimes
do not get a chance to voice their opinion about, especialy if it is grog and the ganja. So thisis an
opportunity to maybe talk through and tell us what some of those ...... Before we go | will get both
members and Gerry, | think alot of you know Gerry Wood. He has gone to visit Sister Ann ...... so it
is going to be taken up with........ Sister Ann. But | will get Sue and Richard to just give a brief
........ and some of you..........thismorning

Ms CARTER: My name is Sue Carter and | am the member for Port Darwin which is the
electorate that picks up the inner city of Darwin. | have been in the Northern Territory for about 22
years most of that time in Darwin and Katherine and | have spent most of my time in the Territory as a
nurse and particularly in the area of orthopaedics which islooking after people with broken bones.

And | can remember as a young nurse being quite shocked at the number of women who would
come into Royal Darwin Hospital with fractures as a result of domestic violence. And in the Northern
Territory the most common fracture amongst women is the radius and ulna, here, from defending
themselves from a blow. In the rest of Australia it is afractured hip for women which you get from
getting old enough to get osteoporosis and your bones getting brittle and falling away. But it is
different in the Territory. It isthe fractured radius and ulna. And it always used to upset me when |
would see a room of four ............ Aboriginal ladies all with their arms in plaster, their faces beaten
up. And that iswhy | am very interested in the issue of domestic violence, and one of the causes of that
is alcohol of course. And that iswhy | particularly wanted to come on this group, and to seeif thereis
anything we can do to help.

Dr LIM: My name is Richard Lim. | am from Alice Springs, from the desert country. | have lived
there 21 yearsnow. | was ............ because of my parliamentary role. | am a doctor by training and
have lived in Alice Springs for the last 21 years. ........... hospital as well as my own private practice
and | think domestic violence, you know, alcohol and all the issues related with it are of ....... concern
for us whether in Alice Springs, the Top End ....... anywhere......... we have lots of Aborigina men
attacking Aboriginal women. That is only because of the alcohol, and also vice versa. In Central
Australialots of women get ................ and | think it isimportant for us to learn respect for each other
and maybe somehow through the parliamentary process we can help improve the situation.

Madam CHAIR: As well as our Committee we take along our staff. Pat Hancock
.......... secretary looks after all our travel and just looks after us. .......and look after them. And
Elizabeth Farland works for the Legisative Assembly ......... and they come with us ...... not just today
but yesterday and ....some trips and you might see her a couple of times back here with me is Eileen
Cummings who most of you know........ because Eileen is doing the indigenous family violence. And
something that | am very very, just like Sue, committed to, earlier this year we did a motion in
parliament on domestic and other violence against women. One of the things that | was disappointed
though and | did not say it, and | should have said at that time when that motion went through was that
it was only all the female parliamentarians that stood up and spoke in relation to that violence, that
motion and there was not one mae parliamentarian.................. chatter...................... and | am not
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saying that they did not care but it was certainly an issue that affects us all, and something that Eileen
observing and coming along on these meetings with usis to pick up on some of those things, because
we arelooking at astrategy and she will be taking that up. So that iswhat her presenceinthis.........

But it would be good to get the women’s view on the grog and the ganja. The impact on our kids,
we listen and we heard about the impact that it has on the community in general and on individuals.
We see that impact. | mean every time we hear of a suicide and the impact of that suicide. But thereis
very, we need to look at and listen to, | mean that impact on our Kidsisjust what it is about there. So,
we have come here to listen to you women.

MsCARTER: How doyou feel it isgoing at the moment? |sit getting better or worse?

MsJOHNSON: Worse.

MsCARTER: Itisgetting worse. Why isthat?

Ms JOHNSON: Worse, because we got grog,.......... and ganja, and | do not know how we can
stop it.

MsCARTER: Canyou remember back to atime when it was not a problem?
MsJOHNSON: It was ahappy time.

Ms CARTER: A long time ago. What happened, what was it like when it was good and then what
happened?

Madam CHAIR: When there was no problem you know, no problem.

Ms JOHNSON: It was no problem at al. We used to have.......... every day, our
kids........... every day......... know what there was......... at the club. We used to have a club
t00......u..e. before we used to have six can.........

Ms CARTER: And things were better then were they? So you were able to have like a club with
six cans but still the community was working pretty well, and it was still happy. So what has changed?

Madam CHAIR: Where they have that thing there? Is it that tap beer, where they have bought in
that tap beer and they have got their little cups and they are drinking too much or isit on a, you know
guzzling.

Ms T PURUNTATAMERI: ...... consuming just too much in that time......... set a limit.......... I
am just defusing it down abit.

Madam CHAIR: So if they got rid of that, just say if they did not have that tap beer and they had
say limits, say six can limit or something, and even then they had that time span, if they had can limits,
would that make it better do you think?

Ms CARPENTER: They would not panic so much. People got to get there and you know, drink as
much as they can before it closes. They would not panic they would sit down and relax.

Ms CARTER: So iswhat you are saying that once upon atime you could get six cans and if you
had not drunk three of them, you could take them away? |sthat what people could do?

Madam CHAIR: Could they take them cans home out of the club?

Ms C PURUNTATAMERI: In 1960 ............. take away only six cans, and bring it home. There
was ho problem.

Madam CHAIR: So they could take their can and sit down and drink.

MsJOHNSON: Yeh and drink at home.
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Madam CHAIR: So just say if they introduced, say they introduced in the club, got rid of that tap
beer, cause | think that tap beer down the little clubs...... they are trying to drink big mob of it. If they
had six can limit every person right can only have six cans, and you only drank three in there, do you
reckon if they took the other three home, that would be a good thing?

MsJOHNSON: Wedon't know.................... drink the whole six can in the club

Unknown woman- just drink it all at home.

Chatter

Ms C PURUNTATAMERI: | think it is better to drink a can of beer in the club. .......... closing
time and everyone go out. | think that thing with tap is no good, istoo much

Madam CHAIR: Should the hoursthat the club is open be extended?

Ms C PURUNTATAMERI: It open from 4 o'clock and then shut about 4 o'clock, | mean 7
o'clock | mean

MsCARTER: Thatisnow isn'tit?
Unknown female: Now

Ms CARTER: Do you think it should be changed, like say maybe hours longer, say 4 until 8 or 4
to 9 so that people might not rush as much, panic as much

Ms C PURUNTATAMERI: When it istime, 7 o'clock everybody rush hey, 6 o'clock | mean, 6
o’ clock everybody rushfor to buy their beer.

Ms CARPENTER: Still you know when it is about to close ....... ten minutes before it is going to
close everybody goes buy more beer and panics, you know everybody does. Especially now cause we
think it might not be open tomorrow.

Ms FERNANDO: Itisavery hard question, a hard question to answer.

MsC PURUNTATAMERI: So some people will get free beer, they are banned from the club for
one week and when they go back to the club we know that next week ........ banned from the club for
oneweek, like........... for one week and then when | go back to the club, next week, ......... back of
the club for one week. On that list, they put their name up on that list for one week. And then when |
go back to the club I still pay for the free beer that | drank. If I drink free beer, full glass, and | pay,
that’s $3.51 for aglass of beer.

MsCARTER: That'sexpensive,isn'tit?

MsC. PURANTATAMERI: Mm.

Madam CHAIR: That's equivalent to what, 6 beersin Darwin? $15.00 for six beers?

Mr McADAM: | don’t know, | haven’t bought it for along time.

MsCARTER: So would six cans be less beer than what people would be drinking in those clubs?

Interjection: Yes, yes. For sure.

Dr LIM: A cup of beer would be about half acan at the moment.

MsCARTER: So you're saying on average people are drinking more than 12 of those cups when
they goin?
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MsCARPENTER: They could be, yes. It dependswhat day it isand it depends what day was pay
MsC. PURANTATAMERI: So when they look at the time, we look at the time we see going to

7 o' clock with our ticket.
MsCARTER: How many cups of beer do you reckon you drink?

MsCARPENTER: Only two. Beforeit used to be the biggest mob, but today we' ve got therule,
every person has two glasses.

MsCARPENTER: At the end there, just the end there you can only put two glasses down.
Female UNKNOWN: ..........

MsCARPENTER: He used to but he only puts down two now at just before seven. Because
everybody’ s rushing and rushing. Can’t put ten, people won'’t get theirs.

MsCARTER: Inanormal night, say you've got money ... have enough money and money is not
aproblem, and get thereright at 4 0’ clock and |eave at seven, how many cups of beer do you reckon
you might drink that night?

MsC. PURANTATAMERI: Y ou mean at four?

MsCARTER: You start at four and you finish at seven?

MsC. PURANTATAMERI: | drink one glass from four ‘til half past six. | haveto go and buy
another glass; get another glass.

MsCARTER: So you might only have two drinksthat night, all up?

MsCARPNTER: How many do you fill up? Weretheretickets ... how many tickets were there
when you used to drink?

MsC. PURANTATAMERI: $21.00, that'sfour ticketsisn'tit? Six. I’'vegot $21.00 and six
tickets.

MsCARTER: So...

MsC. PURANTATAMERI: | drink slowly and when | see the time coming to half past six, then

MsCARTER: No, no, | believeyou.

MsC. PURANTATAMERI: | look at thetime.

Unknown FEMALE: So that’s only three cans, so that’s pretty good really.

Dr LIM: But | also heard this morning that most people go to the club and buy $100 worth of
tickets, for the three hours. Isthat right? That’swhat | heard this morning, they said they bought
$100...

Madam CHAIR: They might buy bulk tickets. They might buy bulk tickets but they’ll keep it for
next night ...

Unknown FEMALE: They keep it for the next day.
MsCARPENTER: And family too, | mean there alot of them giving it to family.

MsC. PURANTATAMERI: Keep theticket for next day.
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MsCARPENTER: So the next day you go straight in and get that ...

MsK. TIPUNGWUTI: ......... awayscrowded. It getsreally crowded pay day days so people
don’t have a chance to have beers. Every pay day peoplerush, in apanic, pushed ...

MsC. PURANTATAMERI: Crowded.

MsCARPENTER: Too crowded, can’t getin.

Madam CHAIR: .......... we were just talking about the issue of whether you ... there’ stap beer
at the moment, or whether .......... talking about the 6 0’ clock swill ...
MsC. PURANTATAMERI: .......... and have acan of beer.

Mr WOOD: Well my argument was ... I’m not saying it wouldn’t work but previously when they
had four cans and six cans they went and played cards and they played cards for cans of beer and two
people went home very, very drunk and may be the others didn’t, but that still created some fairly
major problems. They used to say it wasn’t allowed but people would go under atree and play for
cans. Now if that changes | don’t have a problem with it.

MsK. TIPUNGWUTI: ..........
MsC. PURANTATAMERI: ............ play for acan of beer, no.

Mr WOOD: It wasalongtimeago. And then someone will drink twenty cans and the others will
drink one.

MsC. PURANTATAMERI: | cantell you, you were saying that we used to play for a can of
beer, we used to play on the right person. | used to drink in the club and we used to drink only a glass
of beer and we used to play cards, and we used to give him one, one glass of beer.

Mr WOOD: Yes, but that was before the glass. When they had cansthey’d play for cans, yes.
My memory goes back afair way. | used to seethesights......... acan of beer, we used to pick it all

up.
MsPOANTUMILIN: But there was no problem that time.
MsK. TIPUNGWUTI: .............

MsPURANTATAMERI: Early in‘60s, ‘ 70s there was not problem. The only problem we had is
only, you know, sniffing petrol; that all the problem we had.

Madam CHAIR: Petrol sniffing?
MsC. PURANTATAMERI: Inthe‘70’ sthere wererea problems. There were people dying on
the roads from drinking, car accidents. ..... persondies.......... taking cartonsto drink. It’'s Just got

more ... and you’ ve got more, you’ ve got drugs thrown in as well now.

Madam CHAIR: If there were no problems or there was alittle bit of a problem back then, why is
it then we' ve got problems now?

MsJOHNSON: Maybethe ganja; gangaand grog.

MsM. TIPUNGWUTI: Thereare alot of young people missing out on getting help from social
workers. They're missing out on help from social workers.

Madam CHAIR: What, like mental health ...

MsM. TIPUNGWUTI: Mental hedth ........ inthat time. Not many help.
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MsT.PURANTATAMERI: Not enough support.

MsM. TIPUNGWUTI: No support.

Mr WOOD: Do many women drink?

MsC. PURANTATAMERI: Few ..........

MsCARPENTER: .......... onethirdor ...

Mr LIM: How many peoplein thisroom don’'t drink?

MsC. PURANTATAMERI: | drink.

Mr LIM: Don’t drink, don’t drink.

MsCARPENTER: do you think about athird of women drink and the other two thirds don’t
drink? From ........... Likewevegot .......... , about 15 or something and | think about athird of
them dink and the others don't.

MsJ. PURANTATAMERI: | don'tknow ... liketo ... the day for adrink because we work
hard enough. Just like to have adrink and go home and relax. Y ou know, use your common sense

with drinking. Social drink, everything, evenif it'swith family.

Mr LIM: But with men sometimes you will sometimes find that thereis pressure for them to
drink, all right?

MsJ. PURANTATAMERI: With the men? Yes.

Mr LIM: You know, likeyou're asissy or you'reawussy and all that and you must drink. Is
there any pressure to make women drink? Do you friends say you must drink?

Madam CHAIR: I've seen alot of women when I’ ve come back sometimesand | go and look in
that club, I’ ve seen alot of women that never used to drink, and they now drink, you know, and they
used be part of that strong women and anow alot of them arein there.

Mr LIM: Why? What has happened? Why, because peer pressuring them? Why?

MsCARPENTER: .......... family problemsandthey .......... family problems and it’ s one way
to get out of it.

Mr WOOD: Isit cool for young people? Isit cool to drink? Like, you know, when you use the
word cool, meansisit right to drink now, you know?

Unidentified FEMALE: For young people?

Mr WOOD: Yes, well cool isthe work they use.

Unidentified FEMALE: Y oung teenagersarepicking up ...

Unidentified FEMALE: Deadly.

Mr WOOD: Deadly, yes.

M S J.PURANTATAMERI: The other thingis| think that what I’ ve been thinking all the time,
the alcohol people, men and women, they should, or they like to come over and understand what the
real alcohol doesto the families, because as you said on the program, visit the families and talk to them

and talk about the alcohol because you can’t say to afamily alcohol isterrible; you can’t say you've
been drinking all thetime, so it’snot on. We have to share the understanding about the alcohol to a
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person who is on alcohol, so maybe, if we' ve been worried about it, take them on the program and take
them to see the program and what it’s all about.

And then see and find out there that the alcohal is............ toafamily. It’snot aperson. But you
can understand what the alcohol is. Soit’snot a person, it’s the alcohol that does that to a person to
destroy the family'slife. So a person should understand alcohol ............ and it can destroy the
family’slife. It would be good for our people to understand about the alcohol so they can really
understand what it doesto afamily. Especially our young peopletoday. They just can’t go and drink
and drink. They’ve got to know what the alcohal is.

MsT. PURANTATAMERI: | think it depends on how people consume it though, how they drink
it, depending on the individual person.

MsJ. PURANTATAMERI: Andthat’saproblem ........ there.

MsT. PURANTATAMERI: Thetrouble with alcohol isthe people consuming it.

Madam CHAIR: ........... each individual because sometimesthey drink ...

MsJ. PURANTATAMERI: Wejust haveto go over it, they’ ve got to understand.

MsT. PURANTATAMERI: It'show they behave afterwards ...

Madam CHAIR: ... how they carry on after.

MsT. PURANTATAMERI: It'show they carry on later. .......... go to that club to socialise.

Mr WOOD: Do you think that alcohol itself is stopping Nguiu grow as a place for people to get
employment and to expand?

MsCARPENTER: Ganjaseemstobe...
MsT. PURANTATAMERI: But | think it started with alcohol and then there are various i ssues.

Mr WOOD: No, | mean do people ... for instance does al cohol cause people not turning up for
work.

MsT. PURANTATAMERI: Nol don'tthink so. It'sjust up to theindividual to get up then.

MsJ. PURANTATAMERI: |think .........

MsT. PURANTATAMERI: If they have astrong cuppa.........

Mr WOOD: Yes, all right, I'll put it another way. He might get to work but can he work aswell
asyou should? If you had ahang over and he'd d been drinking every day of the week. Doesthat help
him ... does this place have people working at their best or are they at 50%?

MsCARPENTER: I'm finding that with young staff, | want young girlsto come and work here,
but it’sreally hard to find young girls because they, you know, they don’t wake up in the mornings
with the ganja, they can’t get to work in the morning.

Madam CHAIR: And isthat because of grog or isthat because of ganja?

Mr WOOD: Or both?

Madam CHAIR: Or amixture of both?

Unidentified FEMALE: Anything, not just ganjaand grog. They mustbe............. or anything,
don’t blameganjaor alcohd, ................
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Madam CHAIR: Because sometimeswhenwe ... can | just ... | mean sometimes when we're
discussing these issues and the committee, | mean they are the three things, alcohol, ganjaand ... and
sometimes people, when there’ s all these problems happening you can blame ganja and you can blame
grog, but there are other things that are underlying that. That’swhat | was saying thismorning. You
know, why are our young kids going to the club? Why are drinking? Why are they smoking ganja.
There are other things aswell that are causing themto ... and problems, people say problems. I've
heard people say I’ m drinking because I’ ve got problems. |’ m having this smoke because I’ ve got
problems.

Mr WOOD: What about gambling? Playing cardslate at night, isthat one reason for not getting
out of bed?............ money.

MsCARPENTER: It'sdefinitely onereason | have knocked staff up to turn out to a creche; once
inawhile. It'snot ... but it’s definitely one reason that they’re tired, like, we'rereally tired. But, you
know, get to work, keep the discpline. Okay, if you want to play cards all night, that’s al night but
just get to work because that’ s your job, but they’retired.

Unidentified FEMALE: They’d betired from playing cards.

MsCARPENTER: Especially after social club.

Mr LIM: Just now alot of you put up your hands saying you weren’t drinking. Do you try and
convince your husbands not to drink also, and your children? Would you stop your husband from
drinking, or say don’t go to the pub tonight or don’t go to the bar tonight, stay home. Do youtell him
that or do you get scared that they might hit you? They try to hit you instead?

MsCARPENTER: My husband does; | let him go twice aweek. Other than that, you know, | do
cut him down, | say, no you only go twice aweek, and he’ s been known to spend that much money. |
lecture him, yes. | don’t want him coming home drunk because of the beers. It's no good, changes
how you think.

Mr WOOD: Do people worry about their personal health from drinking too much. Just forget all
the violence and all that stuff, but if you have ganjaor if you have alcohol continually, for along
period, your body starts to have problems, diabetes, obesity, all those sorts of problems. Do people
worry about their own health or having too much of the ...

Unidentified FEMALE: ...... not aware of it.

MsT. PURANTATAMERI: .......... somedon't.

Mr WOOD: I'm not surethey’re not aware of it. 1’ve seen many a program here about how to
make people aware of it, but whether they takeit on board, | don’t know. But most people know that a
lot of peopledie

MsT. PURANTATAMERI: Some people know about kidney diseaseand ...

Mr WOOD: | just think sometimes people worry about the violence and all that and the other
effects, but sometimes people seen to think well aslong as we get rid of the violence and we turn up for
work and al that, but we sometimes don’t worry about our own health, keeping our bodies in good
nick.

Dr LIM: For adesert person I’ m feeling very cool in the airconditioning.

Mr WOOD: Y ou should beright after last night, Richard.

Mr LIM: So you were the one who had the air conditioner on last night?

Mr WOOD: | had ice starting on my nose last night it was so cold.

Madam CHAIR: Have you got any more questions?
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Dr LIM: Weéll, with ganja, how much of a problem is ganja compared to acohol? Which causes
more problems? Alcohol or ganja? Which one?

MsM. TIPUNGWUTI: They liketo mix it | think.
Dr LIM: When they mix it.

MsM. TIPUNGWUTI: Sometimesif they drink and they and then they ...

Unknown FEMALE: ...................... we don’'t drink, we don’t smoke.
MsM. TIPUNGWUTI: ........... to be honest, my husband smokes and he goesto drink at the
cduband..................

Mr WOOD: Do they sell ganjaat the club?

MsM. TIPUNGWUTI: No he doesn’t.

Mr WOOD: No, do they sell it at the club aswell?

MsM. TIPUNGWUTI: They’re not allowed.

Mr WOOD: | know that, but you know, out the back around the corner?
MsM. TIPUNGWUTI: No, no.

Madam CHAIR: So when they’ re mixing those, that’ swhen alot of the problems come when
they’rejust mixing it.

MsCARPENTER: Sometimesthey have problems when they try and get ganjaand if they
haven't got enough money and they have to get alone for their ganja, so loans and things like that, that
sort of thing. At least with that beer, you know it’s not much money and all that sort of stuff and
there' s no trouble with that about money about that, but ganjais trouble with money, you know, from
that person that sellsyou that ganjaand all that sort of stuff. That causes big troubles, about who's
getting in and all that, the dealers.

Dr LIM: You were talking about, you know, about being married and your husbands; what about
your children? Areyour children causing alot of problemswith ganja? And we heard this morning
that some children are coming to their parents asking for money for ganjaand you say, no | can’t give
you money and so they say, if you don’t give me money | will kill myself. Isthat happening to you?

GROUP: Yes.

Dr LIM: So how do you deal with it? How do you deal with it when you child comesto you and
says, give me money for ganja. If youdon't | will kill myself. What do you do? How doyou ...

MsFERNANDO: Run away.

Dr LIM: You runaway?

MsSFERNANDO: | talk to myself. | have my son. Sometimes he asks me for money, | say no,
and he' sthreatened me, | just walk away. When | come back | feel sorry, | feel sorry with asmile, |
feel sorry at himandwhat heneeds. ...................

Dr LIM: So you give the money to the child?

MsFERNANDO: | have my son, |’ ve got one son.

Dr LIM: Yougiveitto himor youdon't giveit to him?

10
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MsFERNANDO: | gave him money once.

MsCARTER: How oldishe?

MsFERNANDO: He's29.

MsCARTER: So he's not young.

MsFERNANDO: Only oncel gave him... | worked for the money. | worked.
MsCARTER: Where do you work?

MSFERNANDO: Atthat............. but I didn’t ... | work for myself, | don’t give him my
pension. | did once when he asked, no | do like, no.

MsCARTER: You had to.

MsFERNANDO: | hadto. Onlyonce...............

Dr LIM: When you son or your daughter says give me money or else | will ... if you don’t give
me money | will kill myself, do you believe them? Do you believe they will do that or do you think
thatisjust asilly ...

MsT. PURANTATAMERI: Sill talk to just give them money | think.

Unknown FEMALE: We do, do and they come out and say I'll hang myself and we have the fear
inside us.

Dr LIM: You get scared? But do you think that it’s silly talk or do you think it’sreal?
MsFERNANDO: Because they might do something, you know?

Dr LIM: Yes, and what do you think? Do you think it's silly talk or do you think it'sreal, that
they’re going to do it. What do you think?

Madam CHAIR: Some of it has been real. Some of them have doneit.
MsFERNANDO: Had happened to me with my son.

MsJOHNSON: It'svery real. Itisvery real.

MsFERNANDO: But | was lucky.

MsCARTER: What, hetriedto doit did he?

MsJOHNSON: | waswrong.......... my son, it wasreally for ganja. ....... he drinks and comes
hometalking, saying ... he said ... he used to ook at people and he used to them. Then after that he
comes and says things about me, but | don’t take notice. I’'m thereto help him and | told him straight ‘I
want to help you. Alcohol and ganja, it’s not right for you. Because I’'m amother I’'m ableto
............ him properly, it'smy job. And then to go along many, many years and put up with it, but it
took mealongtime. ..................... asking for ganjaand before | used to give him, | used to get
parent pension and sometimes | used to give him $10, $30.

But he was spoiled, he wanted more and more; give, give, give. But | had enough, I’ d had enough
| did. I’ve got to be hard thistime. Then | went home ... he had this girlfriend, | don't know ....said
‘Why are you doing that? Banging himself on the cement, on the post. That'sall | do, | have to pray
because | went back to look after my house, he came back. That time | was very hard on him and said
....................... had no money for ganja and beer and he cut himself here, with scissors.
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Thenlgot............. al Friday night ............... and all day long. So they took him to hospital,
they brought him back, and the police came along too, and then they said to him ‘ Could we take your
son to that police place. and | told them ‘No way’, and they said ‘ No. Don’t you want your son be
helped .................. we'll have to take him to a sober up shelter. Then they came back. They
brought himback .......................e.

MsCARTER: How old was he?

MsJOHNSON: ............ he's hurt me, you know? Instead of shouting who can | go to? Who
canhelpme? | hadto doit by myself. Sowhenl .................... he cameto my houseand | said ‘No,
you've got to find away. You found yourself in, you put yourself in you’ ve got to find your way out
and he took maybe two or three months and then | after he came back he said no, I’ m going to give up

grog and ganjabut | didn't believe him. | saidtohim ‘That'sgood’ .................... there was nothing
to think about, you know. Thenhegot than thing ............coooviiiiiiiii e
you know.

............................. and | explained to him and | said ‘No, you've got to go out’. But today how

he never goesaway, henever goes.................. with people, hisfriends; he’'sgot alot of friends; he
isjust stuck in hisroom. And peoplewanttoknow, ...................ccceneee when can he come back
and talk to people. Eveninmy mind YOUKNOW ............ccviiiiiiiieiiieniinns and then

.............. cametohdp. .............................. SO today he'saright, he' sworking.

Dr LIM: Sowhat changed him? How did he come good?

MsJOHNSON: By taking to him and telling him that | love him, carefor him, ................... so
he' s better now. He sworking, he's going out, got good friends, playing cards sometimes. Likeme, |
play cards. So|I’m happy now.

MsCARTER: How long has he stopped using it now?
MsJOHNSON: What'stoday? What’sthis month?
Dr LIM: Beforebush. Before bush holiday.
MsCARTER: So June.

Dr LIM: June, duly.

MsJOHNSON: July. Thefirsttimel took him out bush and | wasthinking, ............ when he
asked his brother to comefor wallaby, ...........c.ccoovviiininnnn. me and my grandchildren
................. it was aright, he got two wallabies.

MR WOOQOD: Hisownwasstill good.

MsJOHNSON: So you know it wasreally sad for me, but to help our children, you know, by
talking to them, caring, just to love them and care for them but we have to be hard too. When he asks
me for money or bucks, | said ‘I’ve got no money. 1’veonly got alittle bit of money left.’
.......................... gobush. ............................... HEIl change, he'syoung
........................ and sometime he'll listen to me now, then he came back home, otherwise he walks
around saying thingsto me and I tell him, not to take any notice, be yourself. That’sall.

MsCARTER: Do children ever physically attack their parentsin order to try and get money? |
ask that because | know it happensin white communities now, like in Darwin and Palmerston.
Teenage boysin particular are physically attacking their mothers to get money. Doesthat happen here?

MsJOHNSON: It happens here too.
MsJPURANTATAMERI: ........ it's not only old peoplein this community, we support them,

the families and the men, especially the children. Wearelooking ............. too, we support them.
And the problem seems to me when | see around the community, my feeling that the ganjaisthe
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biggest problem, by looking at the ganjaand the alcohol. It’sthe community, aswe' re not trusting
each other, we are not dealing with the good things together, like .................coeiiiiin the
community as abetter community. It iswhat wewant. Becauseit’snot the first time we are having
this meeting together and discuss the community. We see the good side and we' re trying to make an
even better side for the community. We are the ones supposed to do thisand deal with that and if we
get young people involved and the older people involved.

For today we have got four ......... in group so maybe Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday Thursday we
meet with ............. groups. There we can spend our time talking to them of good things like when we
are getting a job and talking to the young people about this ganjaand beer. That istoo much coming to
one group so we providing atribes, four tribes, so each timewhen .......... | would today, maybe today,
they going to come together with the families and we sit and we will talk about what the good side for
usto ......... our community for the benefit is planned for this next year, year 2000. Then the other
group comes, other ......... one day a week they discuss about it, then from the four groups we come
together and share what else in group says, you know, we come and share together. So we look at the
other side, we look at the big side of that plan that we do and if the support plan from the different
tribes says we keep that. So we are the strong ones

MsCARTER: It soundslike agood idea

Ms J PURUNTATAMERI: But that is what we are looking at. That we don’'t going to stop. If
we find that way that it is working, the community, then we keep doing it, the whol e season.

MsCARTER: Well that sounds good

Ms C PURUNTATAMERI: ........ be a better conmunity. So every night | strongly ....... come
together and discuss about it.

MsCARTER: Doesthat include young women as well?

Ms J PURUNTATAMERI: It includes the young ............. Chatter................. when they see
US..eivveeennnnn, chatter.................. that is where we have got to share some things .................. at
the community what seems to be good, better......... It is us peoplethat ..... how we can change it. We

have to see how we can changeit.

Ms CARTER: You have just mentioned the Church. Is the Church still strong in Bathurst or in
the Tiwi areaor isit fading away?

MsJ PURUNTATAMERI: Just little school like us about 30, 40, 50.

Ms CARTER: So the Church is not asimportant to people and others involved with it as they used
to be?

Ms J PURUNTATAMERI: So everyone today are not involving in good sides, even that Church.
For everyone to go out to school and make ........... involving the culture with children. There maybe
about 4, 5.

MsCARTER: And isthat not many?

Ms J PURUNTATAMERI: It is not many. So the children are always there. The elders from
....... come over involved in there.

Mr WOOD: So you are saying even cultural matters people are not taking interest any more. Not
only the church but the culture. People arelosing interest.

MsM TIPUNGWUTI: Language.

Ms J PURUNTATAMERI: Thatis............ at the school and outside the community that culture
isjust the same. And the Churchisjust same.
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Mr WOOD: Y ou are not worried about, people are not worried about the bigger issues?

Ms J PURUNTATAMERI: No, cause if you go at the football you can see everybody

MsM TIPUNGWUTI: At concert everybody there.

Mr WOOD: Itisnot the only part of the world where it happens

........... Chatter..............
MsC PURUNTATAMERI: Itisonly women, we are not as strong. ........... this community.
Mr WOOD” | am married to some, one. One is some. Chatter............... One, but |

Ms C PURUNTATAMERI: | would like to share this with you. In the early days the ancestors,
men was the leader, today, and we, and the women used to follow footsteps. But today, we are looking
at today, isusladiesin thefront. Wein the front, we leading.

Mr WOOD: Why, what has changed?

MsC PURUNTATAMERI: | don’t know, but the men

Madam CHAIR: Because alot of them are drinking?

Mr WOOD: It'sthe samein alot of communities now.

MsC PURUNTATAMERI: Men should be the |eaders.

Madam CHAIR: Then there s positive things happening like the strong men’s groups are getting
better. | mean there is some positive stuff happening. | think one of the biggest problems that has
happened over here is the breakdown of the skin groups. We haven't had skin group meetings like
used to be, and | think that getting all those skin groups to start you know

MsC PURUNTATAMERI: We started one last month.

Madam CHAIR: talking and ............. culture strong again and that the problem is dealt with,
that iswherethekey is.

Ms C PURUNTATAMERI: And we are not looking at only the alcohol and the ganja, but other
issues like HIV, STD that is the main problem in our ............... it is not only looking at
................ we have got a big problem ahead of us. So we are trying to go and go slowly working
with the young people and

Mr WOOD: Isthere wrong marriages, wrong, are people crossing over?

Madam CHAIR: Oh God, there has been a big mob of that, and a lot of it has been the cause of
the breakdown of skin groups and that iswherethese ............. are

Ms C PURUNTATAMERI: So what we looking at, we got a problem of ganja and alcohol. Now
we’ ve got the health problem too, so slowly we are working amongst young people

MsM TIPUNGWUTI: And education too, and education.

Ms CARPENTER: But that wrong way relationships that, | know it is making ..................
very sad

Madam CHAIR: And that’s why they do smoke and they do drink and they do do everything else.
Ilookedatmy .......ccoevvvvvvennnnnnn. Chatter - Language.........coevvvneriiniininananns
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Ms J PURUNTATAMERI: so it is not only from the ......... community. We care about any
other community........... itwants............ so wejust play them good messages around the amenities.

Madam CHAIR: The skin groups are important.
MsJ PURUNTATAMERI: That’swhat we do.

Ms T PURUNTATAMERI: I'm not sure but I've just lived here for three years. | am not sure

about the women............ by their............... shelter  here. Are women sheltered with
............... Chatter..................
Unknown person: so we haven't got .......... resource centre. Weneed ............ for this year, for

next year. We haven't got for long time, maybe five years.

Mr WOOD: Was that the building on the corner? They took it down. There was one on the
corner.

Ms C PURUNTATAMERI: That's why our women, we use the Church. That's where we meet.
That'swherewe discuss. That's where we make plans.

.......................... Chatter.......cocoveevennne

Ms T PURUNTATAMERI: .......... I’'m wondering where the ladies go next year. |Is there
somewherethey can mest.............

MsCARPENTER: Theclinic, | meanif they are.............. get funding, but

Ms T PURUNTATAMERI: ......... the building where they could go to .......... sleep for the
night. ....oooveeenenn Chatter..................

Madam CHAIR: Oh no never used to be. This has been a problem for a long time, even when |
was living here | used to have all, some women used to come and stay with me. We should have, there
should have been awomen’ s shelter.

MsT PURUNTATAMERI: ......... never seen abuilding............... Chatter.............c.....

Unknown female ....... we need to have a women's centre, where women talk about .............
We haven’t got money.

Ms CARTER: Would the men be against it? Do you think the men would be against a women’s
shelter or awomen’s centre?

Mr WOOD: They had one here before, they had a sort of one. It's been pulled down. The
building next to

MsT PURUNTATAMERI: .............. I’ ve been living here for three years now.

Ms C PURUNTATAMERI: We got to get that house, that building, that NORFORCE old
building. I think they going to renovatethat.................... Chatter................

Ms CARPENTER: The Health Board though say they haven’t got any money. They are stopping
lots of things. They haven't got any money.
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Unknown female: | am sure they can renovate an old building.

Madam CHAIR: | think we should sit down and talk about that. Chatter................ | went to
come and talk to you , you mob were still in first aid.

Mr WOOD: They were doing first aid today. There were all these women lying on the ground
with bandages over them | thought there had been a bus accident.

Madam CHAIR: I'll come back and we'll just talk about that.

Mr WOOD: Can | just ask about thisyouth centre here? What is the place next door here, behind
us? Doesit close at 4 0’ clock or something? Someone said .......

Ms CARPENTER: .......... get enough staff or making programs all the time. They can’t get a lot
of staff.

Mr WOOD: The only reason, | am only thinking across the top of my head, but someone said to
me we're looking at trying to say have an alternative for people having, young people having to go to
the club. Could that be an alternate for your strong, what isit strong men.

MsCARPENTER: They would find it hard to get staff that want to work there.

Mr WOOD: What about the strong men, they themselves staffed it?

MsCARPENTER: | justknowthat ...................... Chatter............

Unknown person: But would the strong men allow it?

.............. Chater..............
Ms CARPENTER: ........... the Territory is very intensive about public liability and ....chatter...
but they havetried .............. popular but .............. to do so many activitiesall week ............

Madam CHAIR: How about the pool? | mean that was the other thing | noticed, that none of the
kidsareinthe, | meanisit broken?

MsCARPENTER: It hasgot aholeinit.

Mr WOOD: Get it repaired Monday, | ............

Ms CARPENTER: At the bottom of the pool there is a hole and it should be open in one month
but it isreally good for younger kids. Older kids don’t seem to go in it so much. It isgood for the kids
under 14 year olds, that have

Mr WOOD: It is a pity we can’t have something that is an alternative for that.............. not just
for little users, but bigger users aswell.

MsCARPENTER: But after 4 o’clock it isvery hard to get the people..........

Unknown female: | will talk to you about that after.

Ms T PURUNTATAMERI: | was just thinking about those beer tickets what they give
out.......... have to pay for those tickets. And they use them on the next day and so on. Shouldn’t we
have a system where they put adate on, withaday on.................. instead of saving up for the next
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couple of days and getting more beer. With the days on the ticket............ use them. All different
coloured tickets with the date on and for the day. Cause that .............. maybe another idea | don’t
know, .......... use the same thing over and over the next couple of days, look at something
that......... stamping dates on them, and get some colours or whatever.

MsCARTER: | wonder why they use tickets? Why don’t you just buy them?

Madam CHAIR: No it puts pressure on carrying that cash and then having to pull out that cash at
thetimethey go............ family members.................. Chatter.............

MsT PURUNTATAMERI: With different coloursfor the day. Y ou know the date on it.

Madam CHAIR: So they can only buy so much for that day and they can only useit that day.

Madam CHAIR: | asked the licencee last time for me to be invited to that meeting. | would love
to come. Club executiveinvites me | would loveto come.

Mr WOOD: Y ou better push. Usethat same energy.

Madam CHAIR: There are a some issues that | would love to talk to the Club Executive about.
Not in this capacity, but as the local member. There are issues that | would like to take up with the
Club.

Mr WOOD: Y ou can do both.

Madam CHAIR: But can till talk on behalf of this Committee | might ............

Ms CARPENTER: One thing that Maggie and | talked about when we sort of heard about this
meeting was that we could just say quickly that the little kids....... we often see that money going for
beer and ganjainstead of food, and that is a very hig issue, especialy with little kids. The smaller kids
don’t get so much food

Mr WOOD: Does money go on cards aswell?

Ms CARPENTER: Cards, ganja, grog. So the little kids sometimes, they are hungry, especialy
just aday, two days before pay days or pension days or whatever. They arereally hungry.

Mr WOOD: Thoseissueswere around, | mean that iswhy you find it hard.................
MsCARPENTER: It isthe same thing that people found

Madam CHAIR: Inyour.......... do any of the parents pay for those kids for their meals Wendy?
MsCARPENTER: Yeh, slowly we are getting that system that parents pay $10 per week.

MsM TIPUNGWUTI: ............ 30t035

Madam CHAIR: And most of them will pay, or some of them won’t because they want to keep
the money for........

Ms CARPENTER: For regulars, it is not much to pay, $10 per week is not much but that is meant
to cover food, Council won't, department were really concerned that they were meant to pay for
something and that $10 was meant to cover their food, and the parents will take responsibility for
knowing that the children are there and that sort of stuff. So about half of the children pay at the
moment probably, but we always bring those ones in first that pay, and | know it might be the same
issuebutit................
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Mr WOOD: Childrenwill hardly be................
Madam CHAIR: ......... the parentsfind it hard to pay $10?

MsCARPENTER: Ohwell, actually most of them don’t mind

Ms CARPENTER: you can relate that cause they’re al playing cards......... not wanting to take
care of their kids, or ganjathey’reall smoking.

Ms CARTER: This happens in Darwin as well. | go to the St Mary’s School board meetings and
my electorate picks up some very wealthy areas as well as some very poor areas, and | have heard from
Sister Helen who runs St Mary’s Primary School that one of the groups that are the worst at paying
their school fees, and the school fees are about $200 a semester are the rich people. Y ou know. They
will go on an overseas holiday, no worries, but they won't pay their school fees, and maybe some of the
people here can afford to pay the $10 but would just rather spend it playing, gambling or something
like that.

Ms CARPENTER: It is just the responsibility of knowing where their children are and knowing
oh well you know

Ms CARTER: And people know that if | don’t pay, nothing happens. Y ou know, St Mary’s aren’t
going to kick kids out of school because they didn't pay.

MsCARPENTER: Samewithusitisnot asif........ not going to feed them or whatever.
MsCARTER: And parents know that.

Mr WOOD: Thereisalways a question about Social Security payments about whether they should
be all cash or whether they some form of afood

Ms CARPENTER: Weéll, we get those fees from Centrelink or through CDP so we actually get
...... most of the fees come from, we have organised through Centrelink from their family payments.
So that is quite agood system readlly, causeit comes out of their ............

Ms T PURUNTATAMERI: Before we close, | don't know what time you close, but | just have
one other issue of great concern. | am looking at the counselling for young teenagers. | mean you say
they might be involved with ganja and alcohol, and maybe sometime in their life they may need
counselling. | mean they could have withdrawal symptoms, | don’t know what they call them but that
is what | call them, they might need help and there is no-one there to really go to and to confide in
someone if they have a problem they need to get out. | don’t know whether , | just have a problem why

Dr LIM: Would you think the team at the Health Centre

Ms T PURUNTATAMERI: | think we haven't got a counsellor to put in place yet, and | think we
really need that.

Mr WOOD: Mental Health people, they seem to
MsT PURUNTATAMERI: ...... some of those peopledon’t ...... confide in those mental health
Mr WOOD: WEell they haven't got much money of course, that is one of the problems.

MsCARTER: There arelots of men thereaswell. | didn’t see women mental health
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............. Chatter...............
Ms T PURUNTATAMERI: ......... to be able to trust those people maybe not enough, telling
somebody oh........... confidence in those people.

Madam CHAIR: Do you reckon it would be better to have counsellors from, I know one
community they didn’t want their local people to be counsellors because they didn’t feel comfortable
with going and talking to their own mob. They wanted someone from outside.

MsT PURUNTATAMERI: Someone from outside

Madam CHAIR: They didn't feel comfortable talking to their own mob, especialy if it was
family.

Unknown female: They just have an outside.

Madam CHAIR: So external counsellors, people that are not family members, cause | know a lot
of communities used to ask for people from outside the community. They felt .................

......... Chatter...........
Ms CARPENTER: Certainly the women's mental health one or women's .............. , we have
never realy had............... that blonde hair, she was a good member of ........

Unknown female: Sometimes young peopledon’ttrust ........

Ms CARPENTER: She was here for about two years. She was really good, but........... she used
to really go out ........... we need people more like her, more mental health and more counsellors
definitely.

.............. Chatter................

Unknown female: But still thereisacrisisand so

Madam CHAIR: Alright, thank you very much.

END OF SESSION
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