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| am concerned that legidation which currently exists covering the use and abuse of licit
and illicit substances tends to contribute greetly to any harm caused to individuds,
families, communities and to society a large, to the extent of causng more harm than the
substances themsalves. It dso greetly contributes to disrespect for our indtitutions of
government by aienating people according to what substance they use or abuse and by
meting out punishments which ignore rationd thought. Insteed, this prohibitive

legidation creates enemies of our own citizenry by perpetuating stereotypes and

misdirecting vast resources.

Enecting hillswhich regulated the currently illicit substances would render much of the
harm causad by prohibitive legidation extinct.

In the firgt instance, an abusive substance user could be managed according to his hedlth,
socid and culturd needs, without having to resort to punitive measures forthwith.
Smilarly, someone such as myself, who enjoys the recreationd use of cannabis, could be
contributing positively to society through thetax | paid, just as|1 do when | have aglass
of Shiraz. Naturaly, if | seriously misbehaved by being ‘ stoned and disorderly” for
example, | would be punished accordingly, but not because | possess the cannabis - just
asan dcohal drinker or paint sniffer is not punished for being in possession of those

substances.

Much harm is caused, to society especidly, by the need to ded with shadowy

blackmarket suppliers. Secrecy, danger and conspiracy are involved with such dedlings,

and it is the underworld figures who benefit from prohibitive legidation. They seek to

corrupt the very ingtitutions which glue our society together; our legd system, our

taxation system, our hedth system. Vast sums of money go untaxed and unregulated.
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This money ingtead perpetuates the mogtly evil organisations that care not for anyone,
leagt of dl the Honourable Members comprising this Committee. They only hope that we
are too timid to regulate these subgtances, thereby ensuring that the 600 billion dollars
flowing around the planet each year continue to by-pass law abiding citizens attempting

to build a better society, a better world, by legitimate means.

In the second ingtance, property and persons could become safer. Heroin users
(especidly), would resort far lessto crime to fund their habits. Crimind gangs would
have their home invasion plans dmog totaly thwarted by cannabis “kafes’, for most
would not bother growing cannabis at home if one could purchase it for asmilar cogt to
dcohal in a controlled environment. Of course, Consumers and Providers would be
ubject to laws associated with this privilege, and would be punished according to the
severity of any infringement - jugt asachronic drunk-driver receives a heavy sentence
while those of us who are “under the limit” are able to keep our drivers licences because

we pose less of athrest to society.

In the third instance, vast sums of money would amost immediately be freed and created

to attend to the health and human issues caused by substance abuse, and to ensure people
used substances safely. It islikely that insurance costs would stabilise, perhgpsfal! Dry

Communities could use their cut of the excises and freed money to increase their

vigilance againgt illegd profiteers and extend education campaigns.

The tobacco experience isworth reflecting upon at this point. Some tobacco excises
have been directed towards education, advertisng was legidated againgt, and many
individuas and organisations are in litigation againgt tobacco companies for what
amountsto their failure to operate openly. All theselega avenueshaveledto a
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continudly faling rate of tobacco consumption in recent years in maingream Audraia
and smilar sdieties. 1t is doubtful if ablanket prohibition of tobacco could have
achieved as much, not leest of dl becauseit isaprolific plant.

In the fourth ingtance, it would utterly stop the greedy individuals who try to get rich
quick by smuggling heroin into the country. These individuds are not oftencaught, and
contribute greetly to a staggering five hundred heroin degths annudly by dumping their
pure product on the market, thereby by-passing the usud pyramid of dilution. That such
legidative avenues have never been tried in this country reflectsvery poorly on those of
us with the power to do so. That it perpetuates said blackmarket verges on the
conspiratorid.

In the fifth ingtance, it would make for a more cohesive society. Some, perhaps many,
“abusers’ would become substance “users’. Need | ligt prominent heroin “users’?
prominent acohal “usars’?.. Many of the youth subcultures which spring up around
ubgtance “abuse’ could be diminished by being brought into the maingtream of society.
Legdlity rendering the “abusg’ less rebellious, less dtractive, perhaps they would go and
find an extreme port ingtead, or a shocking artform!

Of those “abusars’ who survive, which thankfully is most of them, the worst outcome of
thelr “abuse’ isimprisonment and other punitive measures. An unfortunate few do get
crrhogs of the liver or HIV, but the occurrence of  such diseases is compounded by the
substances’ legd dtatus, the qudity of the informeation available concerning the use of the
subgtances and the poor lifestyle choices of individuds Conddering the vast amounts of
licit and illicit substances consumed, there is very little morbidity because most
“abusers’ stop “abusing” given gopropriate support from society. Jaling illicit substance
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users has not proved to be useful. That there is 97% of drug related morbidity atributable
to legd or prescribed drugs indicates strongly thet the need for socid and hedith
approaches has become paramount over legd gpproaches.

| believe that as much good could come from a blanket ban on acohol advertisng as has
come from the ban on cigarette advertising. | believe that as much good could come from
such aban on the promoation of cars astoys, which are there to be driven recklesdy
through any terrain. It seems that such saturation indoctrination plays as heavily on the
citizenry as any substance use or abuse, if dcohol-rdated violence or the road morbidity
amongs young men is any indication. Alcohol and car manufacturers both target young
men heavily in thelr advertisng campaigns, which rardy reflect the proper use of their
products. | would hope that any relegdisation and subsequent regulation of currently
illegd substances would not alow such abuses of public trust, but would indeed correct
them. | would expect the care and education of alcohal users and motorigs to continue,
while the active promotion of unsafe dcohol and motor vehicle use would be legidated
agand. Indeed, | would hope there would be no active promation of any currently licit

or illicit substance, because thereis concomitant cultura dissemination.

Use and abuse of licit and illicit substances does concern me greetly. 1t concerns me that
0 many are locked in prisons for alifestyle choice, only to have these substances
avalable to them in prison, mogt likely because this foolish prohibitionism perpetuates a
deep-rooted corruption, which alows such a paradox to continue. 1t concerns me thet
thereis so little funding directed towards caring and educating as oppased to punishment,
especidly given the huge tax excise on licit substances. It concerns me that Stereotypes
are perpetuated and an enemy established by attending the use and abuse of substances

amaogt whally by the legd system, promoting a political environment where dternative
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solutions are never able to emerge. | do not want a prison culture to develop in the

Northern Territory and Audrdia, such as the United States of America, where 1% of it's

dtizenry isin geol.

Thiswar on the citizenry must sop. Prohibition must end.



