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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1. The Standing Orders Committee recommends the following changes 

to the Estimates Committee and Government Owned Corporation 
Committee hearings.   

 
• A global time limit of 50 hours with allocation of time within that 50 

hours to the eight Ministers, the Speaker and the GOC up to a 
maximum of seven hours for Ministers for the Estimates Committee 
hearings and the Government Owned Corporation Committee and for 
those appearance times to be determined by the Public Accounts 
Committee.  
 

• The hearings to be held on Friday 11 June 2010 and Tuesday 15 to 
Friday 18 June 2010.  
 

• The Estimates Committee Terms of Reference paragraph numbers 23 
to 25 read as follows:  
 

23. An initial question should be directed to the Minister (or 
Speaker) in the first instance and then officers of the relevant 
departments may provide assistance to a Minister (or Speaker) 
in providing information.  Ministers (or Speaker) may defer to 
the Chief Executive Officer (who may defer to another officer) 
who may then be directly questioned on subsequent questions 
on the same subject.  Questions may be ruled by the Chair as 
not appropriate for an officer to answer, whereupon a Minister 
(or Speaker) may chose to provide information or take such 
matters on notice.  
 

24. Officers may answer questions at the request of the Minister (or 
Speaker), but shall not be required to comment on policy 
matters, including giving an opinion and the Minister (or 
Speaker) or CEO may at anytime intervene and answer 
questions that are asked of departmental officers.  
 

25. All questions and answers should conform to Standing Orders 
112, 113 and 114 (general rules for Questions).  
 

• Changes agreed to for the Estimates Committee to apply to the 
Government Owned Corporation Committee.  
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2. The Standing Orders Committee agreed to undertake a review of 

the Estimates Committee process for 2011 with specific 
consideration and report no later than November 2010 on the 
specific matters of: 

 
1. Extending the 2011 Estimates Committee to run over 2 weeks. 
2. The hours of operation of the Estimates Committee, including 

Government Owned Corporations be set. 
3. The number of sitting days be reduced to reflect any additional hours 

provided to Estimates Committee. 
4. The option for generic questions be included in the Estimates 

Committee review process. 
.  

 
3. The Standing Orders Committee recommended amendments to 

Standing Order 109(3)(c) and 119 to read as follows: 
 

Standing Order 109(3)(c) 
One supplementary question per Question Time, may be asked immediately by 
an Opposition Member asking the original question which shall not exceed 30 
seconds and the answering of each supplementary question shall not exceed 
one minute. 

 
 Standing Order 119 Question Time 
When questions are called on during the routine of business, questions 
may be asked of Ministers and other Members in conformity with the 
Standing Orders. 

  
 

4 General Business Afternoons  
 

Opposition and Independent Members be able to re-order Opposition and 
Independent Notices and Orders of the Day and postpone Notices and 
Orders of the Day provided the ranking of Opposition and Independents’ 
Notices and Orders of the Day remain in the same position on the Notice 
Paper. 
 
Notification of re-arrangement of Notices or Orders of the Day to be 
advised by Opposition Whip and/or Independent Member to the Clerk, 
Government Whip, Independent Members and Opposition Whip by the 
close of sittings on the Tuesday immediately preceding the General 
Business day.  
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REFERENCE TO THE STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE TO REVIEW 
THE ESTIMATES COMMITTEE PROCESS  

Introduction 
When the Legislative Assembly met on Tuesday 18 August 2009 a reference 
to the Standing Orders Committee included two items relating to the 
Estimates Committee hearing process as follows: 

 
Estimates  

• Estimates process to be reviewed and reformed so as to 
significantly extend the hours provided for questioning including 
investigation of questioning to exhaustion.  
 

• Provide the ability to directly question public servants in the 
estimates process, with the Minister present, on matters of 
expenditure and programmes progress and outcomes 

 
Submissions on the Estimate process were received from: 
 

• Mr Peter Styles MLA and Mr Matt Conlan MLS on behalf of 
the Country Liberals 

• Mr Gerry Wood MLA 
 
A copy of the submissions are at Attachment A. 
 
 
The Standing Orders Committee in it’s Third Report to the Assembly dated 
November 2009 recommended: 
 

(a) That there be a review of the Estimates Committee hearing process 
including scheduling, length of time of Minister’s appearances, length of 
questions and to a limited number of questions being asked of all 
agencies being submitted as written questions to be distributed to 
agencies with agencies tabling the answers.   
 

The review of the Estimates Committee hearing process to commence in 2010. 
 
 
The Standing Orders Committee at its meeting on 18 February 2010 agreed 
to discuss changes to the conduct of the Estimates Committee hearings and 
for the changes to be implemented prior to the 2010 Estimates Committee 
hearings. 
 
Mr Peter Styles MLA and Mr Matt Conlan MLS on behalf of the Country 
Liberals provided a submission to the reference, copy at Attachment B. 
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Recommendations 
The Standing Orders Committee at its meeting on 29 April 2010 discussed the 
process for the Estimates Committee and Government Owned Corporation 
Committee hearings.  The following recommendations were agreed to: 
 

• A global time limit of 50 hours with allocation of time within that 50 
hours to the eight Ministers, the Speaker and the GOC up to a 
maximum of seven hours for Ministers for the Estimates Committee 
hearings and the Government Owned Corporation Committee and for 
those appearance times to be determined by the Public Accounts 
Committee.  
 

• The hearings to be held on Friday 11 June 2010 and Tuesday 15 to 
Friday 18 June 2010.  
 

• The Estimates Committee Terms of Reference paragraph numbers 23 
to 25 read as follows:  
 

26. An initial question should be directed to the Minister (or 
Speaker) in the first instance and then officers of the relevant 
departments may provide assistance to a Minister (or Speaker) 
in providing information.  Ministers (or Speaker) may defer to 
the Chief Executive Officer (who may defer to another officer) 
who may then be directly questioned on subsequent questions 
on the same subject.  Questions may be ruled by the Chair as 
not appropriate for an officer to answer, whereupon a Minister 
(or Speaker) may chose to provide information or take such 
matters on notice.  
 

27. Officers may answer questions at the request of the Minister (or 
Speaker), but shall not be required to comment on policy 
matters, including giving an opinion and the Minister (or 
Speaker) or CEO may at anytime intervene and answer 
questions that are asked of departmental officers.  
 

28. All questions and answers should conform to Standing Orders 
112, 113 and 114 (general rules for Questions).  
 

• Changes agreed to for the Estimates Committee to apply to the 
Government Owned Corporation Committee.  
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Reference to the Standing Orders Committee 
Further the Committee discussed a review of the Estimates Committee 
process for 2011 being referred to the Standing Orders Committee with 
specific consideration and report no later than November 2010 on the specific 
matters of: 

 
1. Extending the 2011 Estimates Committee to run over 2 weeks. 
2. The hours of operation of the Estimates Committee, including 

Government Owned Corporations be set. 
3. The number of sitting days be reduced to reflect any additional hours 

provided to Estimates Committee. 
4. The option for generic questions be included in the Estimates 

Committee review process. 
 

 
 

 

  6



SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION—STANDING ORDER 109(3)(C) AND 119 
 

The Standing Orders Committee at its meeting on 18 February 2010 considered 
whether the supplementary question allowed by the Leader of the Opposition each 
Question Time be asked following a question by the Leader of the Opposition asked after 
a question by another Opposition Member. 
 
The Standing Orders Committee agreed that one supplementary question per 
Question Time may be asked by an Opposition Member and has to be asked by 
the Opposition Member who asked the original question.  
 
Standing Order 109 (3) (c) to be amended to read: 

 
One supplementary question per Question Time, may be asked immediately by 
an Opposition Member asking the original question which shall not exceed 30 
seconds and the answering of each supplementary question shall not exceed 
one minute. 

 
When Standing Order 109(3)(c) was adopted it created an anomaly as the capacity 
for asking supplementary questions is already available in Standing Order 119 at 
the discretion of the Speaker to elucidate an answer.  
 
The Standing Orders Committee recommended that Standing Order 119 be 
amended to remove …”At the discretion of the Speaker supplementary questions 
may be asked to elucidate an answer.” 
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GENERAL BUSINESS AFTERNOONS  
 
The Standing Orders Committee at its meetings on 18 February 2010 and 
29 April 2010 considered the procedure for General Business afternoons. 
 
The Country Liberal Committee members proposed that the General Business 
afternoon be broken into two components: component one dealing with 
Notices and component two dealing with Orders of the Day.  
  
The Government Committee members proposed that the Opposition be able 
to re-order Opposition Notices (second reading and motions) and Opposition 
Orders of the Day and postpone Notices and Orders of the Day provided the 
Independents’ Notices and Orders of the Day remain in the same position on 
the Notice Paper. 
 
The Standing Orders Committee considered options provided in a Briefing 
Paper provided by the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 
 
The Committee agreed that Opposition and Independent Members be able to 
re-order Opposition and Independent Notices and Orders of the Day and 
postpone Notices and Orders of the Day provided the ranking of Opposition 
and Independents’ Notices and Orders of the Day remain in the same position 
on the Notice Paper. 
 
Notification of re-arrangement of Notices or Orders of the Day to be advised 
by Opposition Whip and/or Independent Member to the Clerk, Government 
Whip, Independent Members and Opposition Whip by the close of sittings on 
the Tuesday immediately preceding the General Business day.  
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REFERENCE FROM THE ASSEMBLY RELATING TO REVIEW OF THE ESTIMATES 
COMMITTEE, DATED 18 AUGUST 2009 
 

 
 

SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED 
 
 
 

2. Mr Peter Styles MLA and Mr Matt Conlan MLS on behalf of 
the Country Liberals 
 

3. Mr Gerry Wood MLA 
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