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UPDATE: Drug sniffer-dog alert site strains
under pressure

5y Rachel Lebihan, ZDNet.com.qu cn May 237d, 2002

Topics [ srere. Q) suomn

nsw police minister,
Th= controversisl site, that ==nds registered membe=rs of the public SMS messages to wam them

vihere police sr= patrolling drug Getection dogs, wias swamped by =2 many peopls yeslerday that

ice

drug Oetection Gogs,
nsw council for civil
liberties,

snifferdogaiert.com,

oulages vzre prevalent as the server struggled 1o cope with Semand.

The site, operated by NSW Council for Civil Liberties and Redfem Legal Centre, was s2t up on
drug sniffer dogs Tu=sday, May 2t and ssw -hundreds of thousands’ of pzople attemptling to Iog on yesterday when
the =ite vias at its height of public awareness following an outery from NSW Police Minister Michael

) Costs and his call for the site to be taken down,
Top related stories

Szeorging to NSW Council for Civil Liberties prasi@ant Cameron Murphy, the zile was fiooded and
vznt down for short periods immeadiately after it wias sired on yesterday’s telavision and radio nans
programs. -It's probsbly the hotlest site in &ustralis at the moment,” be told ZDNet Australis. -For
short periods the server could not cope...it's quite clear it's nothing other than demand.”

Following yesterday’s call for the site to be tsken Sown and the Police Minister szeking legal sdvice

Costs 5==_k5 to shul a2 to whather the site operators wers committing 2n offence, Murphy =i legal advice was zought
o ::;‘Z;:cb? from an eminent team of eight QCs and barristers before the site went live, -they tell us it complies

with the lavs”. The Police Minister has since acknowl=dged -it's unlikely we could pursuz thaton a

legal front”.

Aczcording to Murphy, the site was bame foliowinrg drug sniffer Sogs that wrongfully detected drugs on
an IT programmer, who was then accused of being a drug dealer by police. -In taiking to him we

tame up with this ides and he came up with the software,” Murphy =aid.

Touting it as an -IT first”, Murphy says this is the first time an -instant message” service like this has
been put in place. The site, he =xplsined, has a number of verifiad scouts in the fizid who wam of
patrolling sniffer dogs by =ending 8 tofe via SMS to the Web site servar The server verifies the scout
2nd zends an SMS out to people registered in spacific areas warning them of the gdetection Gogs.

The service is stile to s=nd out 400 messages a s=cond, sccording to Murphy who claims over 300
members of the public have signed up to be alzrted to drug detection dogs since the site went live.
Furthermore, the service haz 60 verifiad scouls and about another 40 spplicants who want to

-register their s2rvice a3 civil nights activists,” he said.

-The Wab site enables us to kesp track wihers =niffer dogs are being usad and if they're being us=d
in a discriminatory way,” Murphy said. -If the police have got nothing to hide then they've got

nothing to fear”

Azcording to Murphy, it costs between AUSS0,000 and $100,000 to train any one dog and kesp it
running, plus one handler is required per sniffer 8og. -That's enough money to put three police
officers on the beat who are infinitely better at detecting and solving crime than any Sog will ever

be.”

Murphy pointed to the use of drug detection dogs in Sydney’s Kings Cross last weskend 2600 people
viere stopped by dogs and szarched by police, and only 33 people were picked up for having iflicit

drugs on their parzon.

Murphy =2id bz vould be happy to =it Gown with the Police Minister and talk things through. - think
there iz room to come up with 3 solution,” be said.

However, 8 spokesperson for the minister was sdamant that the site would not -deter =niffer dog

operations’,

“The Council for Civil Libarties has erofed their credibility snd destroyed their reputstion by taking
this =tance,” the ministar's spokesperson =aid. -We ask that they respact the actions of front-fine
police and aleo respact the civil rights of law abiding members of the community.”

Signed: B

Legislative Assembly Hansard
— 23 October 2001

“The sniffer dog's function is to
provide a preliminary alert to
the need for the search. When
the dog sits, that is an indicator
to the operator of the need for a
search. Searches for illicit drugs
are made under section 37 of
the Drug (Misuse and
Trafficking) Act 1985, which
allows police to stop and search
for prohibited drugs when they
reasonably suspect the person is
in possession of them. Police
use the dogs to provide them
with that reasonable suspicion.
If the dogs' actions indicate they
have detected drugs then police
consider they have reasonable
suspicion to search. Last
weekend's police raids reaped
cocaine, ecstasy and marijuana.
In previous busts, as they are
referred to by the police, on 27
May, 17 June, 25 June and 29
July of this year there were
similar results. So it was not an
isolated incident over the
weekend; it has been building
up.”

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/Hansard/
Pages/HansardResult.aspx#/docid/HANSAR
D-1323879322-25542/link/11

DFA notes that the injecting
room opened 6 May 2001

https://web.archive.org/web/20120630003925/http://www.zdnet.com.au/update-drug-sniffer-dog-alert-site-strains-under-pressure-120265435.htm
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