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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY
14" Assembly

Public Accounts Committee

Terms of Reference

Standing Order 177

Public Accounts Committee
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Public Accounts Committee will be appointed at the commencement of each Assembly and have
the following duties:
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to examine the accounts of the receipts and expenditure of the Northern Territory and each
statement and report tabled in the Legislative Assembly, pursuant to the Financial
Management Act 1995 and the Audit Act 1995

to report to the Legislative Assembly with such comments as it thinks fit, any items or
matters in or arising in connection with those accounts, statements or reports, or in
connection with the receipt or disbursement of the moneys to which they relate, to which
the committee is of the opinion that the attention of Parliament should be drawn

to report to the Legislative Assembly any alteration which the committee thinks desirable
in the form of the public accounts or in the method of keeping them or in the method of
receipt, control, issue or payment of public moneys

to inquire into and report to the Legislative Assembly on any question in connection with
the public accounts of the Northern Territory

(i) which is referred to it by a resolution of the Assembly or
(ii) which is referred to it by the Administrator or a Minister

to inquire into and report to the Legislative Assembly on any matters within the executive
authority of Ministers of the Territory to which the committee is of the opinion that the
attention of the Assembly should be drawn.

The Committee will consist of six! Members.

The Committee must take care not to inquire into any matters which are being examined by a
Select Committee of the Assembly especially appointed to inquire into such matters and any
guestion arising on possible overlap may be referred to the Assembly for determination.

The Committee will elect a Government Member as Chair.

The Committee will have power to appoint sub-committees and to refer to any such sub-
committee any matter which the Committee is empowered to examine.

The Committee will provide an annual report of its activities to the Assembly.

1 Assembly resolution of 23 February 2021 provided that the Committee would have five Members.



Sessional Order 12

Action on Petition

Standing Order 121 is suspended and the following applies:
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After a petition has been read in the Assembly, any Member may move, without notice, that the
petition be referred to the Public Accounts Committee for consideration as to whether the petition
should be debated.

If the committee recommends to the Assembly that the petition should be debated, the
recommendation of the Committee will be notified to the Clerk who will read the recommendation
to the Assembly at the commencement of the next meeting day, where any Member may, without
notice, move the report be adopted.

If the motion is agreed, the debate on the petition will be set down on the Notice Paper as an
order of the day on the following meeting day of the Assembly to be considered at the time in the
Routine of Business made available at item 8 for Debates on Petitions and Responses to
Petitions.

When the order of the day is called on, the Member who moved that the Assembly adopt the
recommendation will move that the Assembly note the petition. This motion cannot be amended.

The debate may comprise a maximum of two Members speaking for up to five minutes each and
two other Members speaking for up to three minutes each.
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