
PART II 

THE QUESTION PAPER 

Questions are printed in numerical order 

An index 'to questions appears at the end of Part 11 



QUF...BTIONS NOT ANSHEPED BY 15 MARCH 1977 

FROM 17 NOVEMBER 1976 

1550 Mr BALLANlYNE to Dr LE'ITS 

Has there been a feasibility study made in the Northern Territory for 
the use of the ,Northern Territory rivers to load and transport live 
cattle for export? 

FROM 7 DECEMBER 1976 

1626 Mr DONDAS to Mr POLLOCK 

Has a water filter been fitted at the departmental residence of the 
Director of Health in Darwin and, if so, was the filter installed at 
departmental expense and how much did it cost? 

FROM 21 DECEMBER 1976 

1628 ' Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK 

Could you please advise the following in respect of -

(1) Central Australian Aboriginal Medical Service; 

(2) Central Australian Aboriginal Legal Aid Service; 

(3) Central Australian Aborigines Congress; 

(4) Aboriginal Hostels Ltd, Alice Springs -

(a) The number of persons employed; 

"(b) Ti tles and remuneration receive,d, and other employment bene­
fits; 

(c) h'ho is responsible for the hiting and firing of their employ­
ees; 

(d) Are the organisations' financial records and expenditure sub­
ject to any audit requirements, if so what; 

(e) Are vehicle records and logbooks kept? 

1629 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING 

1. Can he advise the name of the contractor company in charge of the 
construction of the Timber Creek Police Station? 

2. Is it true that this company is having financial difficulties? 

3. Is the construction 
ule in keeping with 
struction? 

of the Timber Creek Police Station on sched­
the requirements of the Department of Con-

4. If not, what are the problems and why the delays? 

FROM 1 MARCH 1977 

1720 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr PERRON 

1. Is there an emergency power supply provided for the ABC television 
transmitter in Darwin? 



QW....3TIONS Nor ANSWERED BY 15 rrlA..l1CH 1977 

2. If so, what is the nature of the emergency supply? 

3. Is the Postal Institute of the Northern Territory Social Club situ­
ated adjacent to the ABC television transmitter in Darwin? 

4. Who or what is the registered lessee of the land on which the 
Postal Institute of the Northern Territory Social Club is situated? 

5. Is the Postal Institute of the Northern Territory Social Club pro­
vided with an alternative supply of electric pm,er to the normal 
Darwin reticulated power supply? 

6. If so, what is the source of the alternative power supply? 

7. If the alternative power supply is not provided by the club itself 
was its provision to the club authorised by the supplier? 

8. If not, what then is the basis of the supply? If so, what charges 
are levied for the supply? 

9. Was there on 5 January 1977 a strike by Public Servants which nec­
essitated the shut down of the normal Darwin power ,s~pply? 

10. Was on 5 January 1977 the Postal Institute of the Northern Terri­
tory Social Club supplied with power from an alternative source? 

11. If so, who authorised the supply of power on that day? 

12. What charges were made for the supply,of power on that day, if the 
supply was authorised? 

13. Is it the policy of the Australian Broadcast~g CommisSion or the 
Post Master General's Department to permit use of their euergency 
power supply by outside bodies? 

14. If not, why was this exception made? 

1722 Mr STEELE to Miss ANDREW 

How many persons were breathalyser tested in the Territory in 1976 and 
what was the blood alcohol concentration in each case? 

1723 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr RYAN 

I refer to the 1,500 sheets of high-quality teak ply wood given to the 
people of Darwin from the Government and people of Burma and ask -

(a) how many of these ply wood sheets have been distributed; 

(b) by Whom were they distributed; 

(c) to whom were they distributed; 

(d) when were they distributed; 

(e) how many remain in stock; 

(f) where are the remaining sheets being held; and 

(g) to what purpose is it intended to put the remaining sheets? 



1724 Mrs LAHRIE to Dr LETTS 

I refer to the Aboriginal DevelopTIent Foundation and ask -

1. Ca) how many members does it have: 

Ch) do members of this foundation meet and, if so, how often; 

Cc) are .elections held ,and, if se, ~vhen; and 

(d) are financial statements issued and, if so, to whom? 

2. ts this foundation holding $100,000 received from various sources 
since Cyclone Tracy and, if so, what audit checks are made on the 
funds received? 

FROM 15 MARCII 1977 

1810 Hr lHTHNALL to Dr LETTS 

1. From whom or where did the Department of Aboriginal Affairs obtain 
or purchase the galvanised iron with which they built the shed oon 
the Maranboy commonage near the creek adjacent to Bamyili settle­
ment? 

2. Can he confirm that this iron was removed from a number of build­
ings on mining leases at Maranboy? 

3. In view of the answer given by a Mr Lovegrove on 25 July 1974 to 
the etfect that road-building material possibly came from an area 
of land over which there were mineral leases, authorising the min­
ing of tin, will the Department of Aboriginal Affairs undertake the 
expense of cleaning out the shaft since, as a result of the remov­
al of this gravel from the collar, there has been dumped into the 
shaft, a large quantity of gravel which makes it necessary for con­
siderable work to be done,before the shaft can be worked again? 



ANSWEP.5 TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

1625 Mr MANUELL to Dr LETIS 

ANSWER 

What is necessary to raise the Alice Springs Abattoirs to export 
licence standard? 

The administration of export abattoirs falls within the province of the 
Department of Primary Industry and an on-site inspection of the prem­
'ises by personnel of that department would be necessary to determine 
precise alterations and additions necessary to upgrade to export lic­
ence standards. From general knowledge only these alterations would 
be extensive. involve considerable capital outlay and, as a conse­
quence, necessitate a greatly increased throughput to recoup that 
outlay. 

1718 Mr TUNGUTALUM to Hr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Is it the intention of the owner to build an engineering workshop meas­
uring 150 feet long on his property Lot V of Lot B of Section 240 
in the Hundred of Bagot? 

It is the intention of the owners of Lot V Section 290 Hundred of Bagot 
to build an engineering workshop on that land. The approximate dimen­
sions of the proposed building are 115 feet by 52 feet. A permit to 
construct the building was issued on 19 October 1976. 

1719 Mr KENTISH to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Has any attempt been made to monitor the effects of the increased cash 
flow on the economy, the work force, liquor consumption, and possible 
improvement in living standards as a result of the recent increases 
in Family Allowance payments. which provide additional funds of up to 
$100,000 per year to some larger Aboriginal settlements? 

So far as the Department of Aboriginal Affairs in the Northern Terri­
tory is c6ncernep the short answer to this question is "no". , 

The department has from time to time made an examination of the total 
inflow of money to some Aboriginal communities in the Northern Terri­
tory and attempted to assess the use to which it is put and the ad­
vantages, and disadvantages which may have resulted to the communi­
ties concerned. It has been able to get some idea of the amount of 
money per capita flowing into these communities and to ascertain the 
percentage which appears to be utilised on such things as food. 
clothing, payment for accommodation and services, and the amount used 
on what might be termed as luxuries, such as entertainment, liquor, 
other luxury foodstuffs, motor cars. 

This sort of examination has not been carried out in respect of all 
maj or Aboriginal communities and in those places which have been 
examined the use of the Family Allowances component of total income 
has not been separated. 

The department in the Northern Territory does not have a Research 
Branch and therefore any examination which has been undertaken has 
lacked the expertise of properly qualified researchers and the sort 
of methodolo~f and longevity which would disclose long term benefits 
and disadvantages. 



ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOrrCE 

1721 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

What action has the Government taken or does the Government propose to 
take with respect to the implementation of the Else Mitchell Report 
in so far as that report applies to .urban land? 

An. inter-departmental committee compr~s~ng representatives of the 
Department of Administrative Services, Capital Territory, Northern 
Territory, Attorney-General's, Prime Minister and Cabinet, Treasury 
and Environment, Housing and Community Development, was established 
early in 1976 to consider the final report: of the Commission of 
Enquiry into Land Tenures. The Australian Taxation Office, the Nat­
ional Capital Development Commission and the Department of Transp?rt 
were also involved. 

A number of meetings were held during last year and a further meeting 
was held on 3 February of this year. 

The final report of the inter-departmental committee is expected 
shortly. 



QW~TIONS WITHOlJI' NOTICE - Tuesday 1 March 1977 

1725 Mr EVERINGRAM to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSHER 

Is it intended, and if so when, to reintrodu~e the sale of government 
homes scheme in Darv."i.'n? 

This morni~g the Administrator mentioned that a bill for a sale of 
homes scheme for the Housing Commission would be again presented to 
this Assembly and I have just given notice of that bill. In the 
negotiations to finalise the details for the scheme, I have been 
mindful that we would also like to see a s:::bem€' introduced to enable 
public servants to purchase their homes in Darwin. I have been ad­
vised by the Minister for the Northern Territory that he has in­
s tructed his department to align the terms and conditions uf the sale 
of government homes scheme as closely as. possible to that of the 
Housing Commission. I have been advised by officers of the Department 
of the Northern Territory that they are working to that nbj~ctive .::Inn, 
hopefully, following the reintroduction of rh" Housing Commission 
s~heme, a scheme will be introduced for the sale of government homes. 

1726 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Can he advise this Assembly if houses that are 
be included in the terms of the sale of those 
vants? 

ont fully repaired will 
homes to public ser-

I am unable to provide any information with regard to the availability 
of substandard housing. 

1727 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Why is airconditionillg in government offices left on overnight and at 
weekends when power is being rationed in the Darwin area? 

The airconditioning in government owned office blocks was turned off 
during day and night during recent major generation failures at 
Stokes Hill powerhouse. However, when load shedding is necessary as 
a result of a short term generation failure, it is usually 'impracti­
cal to c,all in personnel after hours or on weekends to turn off <iir­
conditioning as the fault may be corrected before such action is 
taken. Therefore, it is considered that the action would be rather 
un~.arranted. ' 

1728 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Can he indicate when a Beef Industry Conference is likely to be held in 
the Northern Territory and where such a conference will be held? 

There are arrangementa being made for a Beef Industry Conference to be 
held in the Northern Territory. It is anticip;lted that the conference 
will be held in Alice Springs on 23 April, possibly continl1ing on to 
24 April. The Commonwealth Hinister for PrimiH'~' Industry, Hr Sinclair, 
has indicated that he will be endeavourin8 tc attend on those dates 



QUESTIONS WI'IHOUT NOTICE - Tuesday 1 March 1977 

and also the Northern Territory Cattle Producers Council is planning 
to have its annual general meeting the day before in Alice Springs. 

1729 Mr KENTISH to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

Can he explain why persons brought into hospital at Health Department 
expense from remote areas are repatriated in different ways? Some are 
returned to their homes on travel warrants, while others are told to 
find their own way home at their own expense. 

I will seek the information and supply it later in the sittings. 

1730 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAl'1BLING 

ANSWER 

Why has the Department of the Northern Territory refused to allow per­
sons on the housing list to move into homes which are completed but 
which have not been connected to the electricity supply because of 
an industrial dispute? 

The houses in question have not been handed over to the Department of 
the Northern Territory and therefore cannot be allocated to persons 
on the government housing list. 

1731 Mr V ALE to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSweR 

Can he advise how many beef producers have availed themselves of carry­
on loans this financial year? Are sufficient funds remaining to sat­
isfy anticipated demands until June this year? Will funds be avail­
able for this scheme to continue after 1 July this year? 

I am advised that 29 producers have, been allocated assistance under the 
1976-77 carry-on loan scheme. The Primary Producers Board has suffic­
ient applications under consideration for next week's board meeting 
to probably exhaust funds available to this scheme. No decision has 
been made to provide funds for the Territory for the continuation of 
assistance beyond 30 June at this stage. However, one will be pur­
suing the matter t.O ensure that sufficient funds are available for 
the Primary Producers Board to effectively assist cattle producers 
who are facing difficult times. 

1732 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

We have heard quite a bit in the media lately, about the Home Finance 
Trustee loans, their scope and availability. Does he propose to make 
any representations to increase the maximum amount of the loans from 
$15,0007 

The Majority Parry intends to seek an increase from $15,000 to $20,000 
for the Home Finance Trustee Loan Scheme at the moment and a further 
increase to $25,000 in a subsequent financial year. In making that 
statement, I would also draw members' attention to the fact that the 
Home Finance Trustee does draw his funds from the loan market and 
loans currently available within that market. He would always have to 
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be careful that any increase in 
restrict then the numbers of people 
such loans. 

the limits of funds does not then 
that may be eligible to receive 

1733 Mr BALLAN!YNE to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

When will the report on the Aboriginal 
and, if it becomes available shortly, 
Assembly? 

live- iIl. 
will it 

colleges be available 
be tabled in this 

The report is in the final stages of being compiled and I will.under­
take to seek from the department the date on which the report will be 
available and see if I can get a copy for the honourable member. 

1734 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

Is it the intention of the Majority Party to require those people hav­
ing Cabinet status to declare their interests in commercial and/or 
shareholdings within the Northern Territory and within Australia? If 
so, on what terms and conditions? 

The short answer is no. I do not have any intention of asking the Cab­
inet Members to do this. However, I am quite prepared to have the 
item listed as one for Cabinet discussion and see what the view of the 
Cabinet is on it. My personal opinion has been for a long time that 
this is a grossly exaggerated situation and one in which it is im­
possible in many cases to get an accurate definition as to how far 
interests extend. When you take family interests, husband and wife 
interests, partnership interests etc into account, how do you. find 
what an individual member I s interest is?· That is largely my personal 
vieW' but I would be quite happy to have it discussed by the Cabinet 
and the member might like to ask me the question at some subsequent 
time. 

1735 Mr MANUEU to Mr POLLOCK 

I have read in the Centralian Advocate about the sale of the Alice 
Springs Abattoirs to a company called Wal.es Meat Exporters. I would 
like to ask him whether in fact the shares owned by shareholders of 
the Alice Springs Abattoirs have in fact been purchased 'by Wales··~ 
Meat Exporters? If they have been purchased by that company, is it 
the intention of that company to raise the Alice Springs Abattoirs to 
an export licence standard and, if so, td what export licence stand­
ard? Has it indicated at this stage what export contracts it has 
negotiated? If the reports in the Centralian. Advocate that it has 
sufficient work contracts substantiating the export 'of beef from 
Central Australia are correct, what prov~s~ons has it made to 
accommodate the additional workforce that will ,be necessary to sus­
tain that manufacture? 

Mr SPEAKER: The honourable Cabinet Member for Resources may require 
time to write these questions down. I do suggest that questions like 
this should be put on notice. 

Hr POLLOCK: I am unable to provide all the information required of the 
honourabl~ member but· I shall endeavour to make a full answer to­
morrCM'. 
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1736 Mr VALE to Mr POLLO<X 

ANSWER 

Can he advise the present status of the fruit fly eradication campaign, 
how successful it is and if any indication can be given as to when the 
embargo on the movement of fruit and vegetables out of that prohib­
ited area in Alice Springs will be lifted? 

There has been an outbreak of Mediterranean F'ruit Fly in the Alice 
Springs district and a quarantine zone has been declared in respect 
of the area. During the month of February, as a result of a campaign 
conducted by the Animal Industry and Agricultural Branch, only one 
fruit fly of the species was detected - on 14 February. It is hoped 
that the present campaign will continue for at least another 4 to 6 
weeks depending on the discovery of any more flies. If there are no 
more f lies discovered in the next 4 weeks, the campaign will be 
scaled down to a degree and a trapping program continued. There is 
no indication at this stage when the ban on the export of fruit and 
vegetables from the Alice Springs area may be lifted. One could not 
expect that it will be in the foreseeable future - that is, within 
the next 12 months and this is a matter for concern. Over recent 
years, a large amount of citrus fruit has been exported from Alice 
Springs to Darwin and people in Darwin will be deprived of that 
supply unless some fumigation arrangements can be made. It looks as 
if that will be remote. 

1737 Mr EVERINGH.AM to Miss ANDRm 

ANS\~ER 

Is it a fact that telephone conversations going into and coming out 
from police stations and Police Headquarters in Darwin are taped and, 
if. this is the case., by what authority and for what reason? 

I KnCM'. that the telephone calls going chrough th" &15555 numbe" are 
taped. This matter was investigated last year and I am sure that the 
appropriate authorities have been procured by the Northern Territory 
Po lice under the terms of Telecom arrangement. 

1738 Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREW 

ANSHER 

Many things have changed since the last sittings of this Assembly; 
Cabinet Members are now aCCEPting Cabinet responsibility. Is it her 
intention to continue to persist in the situation whereby Police 
Of ficers are not easily identified - that is, they wear neitheriden­
tification number nor name? 

The matter is under reviSY. 

1739 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN 

My question concerns the budget allocation for work on the road west of 
Alice Springs to Jay Creek. Can he advise whether in fact that entire 
road section is to be bulldozed or whether the existing bitumen road 
is to be only widened? 
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ANSWER 

I would ask that the (j"estion be placed on notice. 

1740 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

Prior to Christmas 1974, there was a service available to the members 
of the Legislative Assembly whereby ordinances were available to each 
member. He will be aware that, due to the cyclone, nearly all of 
those volumes have disappeared. Has he at" anyone on his behalf taken 
any steps to secure that printed copies of ordinances will be avail­
able to each member of the Legislative Assembly? If he has not done 
so, will he take such steps that are available to him immediately, 
so that me~~ers can at least be able to have within their offices a 
copy of the laws of the Northern Territory? 

I have a somewhat different recollectton and interpretation of the sit­
uation before the cyclone than the one the honourable member has 
suggested. In the 10 years that I have been associated with the 
legislature, I have never known an up~to-date copy of the ordinances 
of the Northern Territory being available to every member, and I do 
not believe that has ever been the situation. 

Mr Withnall: Every member had the books. 

Dr LETTS: The full range of fully up-dated ordinances are available, 
as far as I am aware, only in 2 places - in a set of drawers in this 
Chamber and also in the library of the Northern Territory Legislative 
Assembly. Other than that, people had to look after their own ordi­
nances as best they could. This should be the situation. I under-

"stand, Mr Speaker, that this is actually more in your province than 
mine. Following the cyclone and in the reconstruction period, I did 
have a number of discussions with the Clerk and we did set about 
tryin£, ~~ ;2t sets e.stablis~e:i in strategic ?laces a~~ avail.:lle to 
members as reference documents. I will check as to how that situa 
ti'on has developed and I will advise the honourable member later. 
The situation is not as he put it as far as I know. 

1741 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

Will he provide me with further information if I assure him that my 
question was directed to the possession by each member of the 
Legislative Council prior to the elections in 1974 of a copy of the 
laws of the Northern Territory up to 1960, together with annual vol­
umes from 1961 to 1966. Those were presented to each member and were 
then understood to be his personal property. Ordinarily, each member 
kept them within his office and they were very regularly used by each 
member. Since the cyclone those volumes' have disappeared, and I ask 
the honourable member what steps he will take to replace the material 
which was available to every elected member before the cyclone? 

The honourable memer's question in its amended and more precise form 
is now clearer to me. Once again, I think the, honourable member for 
Port Darwin should know that this was a service provided by the off­
ice of the Speaker and the Clerk of this legislature to the people 
concerned, and ,I believe that that would still be the case; it was a 
service provided by the office of the Speaker. However, I will make 
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representation's to Mr Speaker, sir, and see if the honourable mem­
ber's request can be met. 

1742 Mr MANUELL to Hr RYAN 

ANS~IER 

Did he recently attend an ATAC conference in Hobart and, if 
what status did he attend the conference; was it delegat'e or 
ver status? 

so, in 
obser-

I attended a meeting of the Australian Transport Advisory Council in 
Hobart on Friday in the esteemed position of observer. 

1743 Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREW 

ANSWER 

Since we last met, she has assumed many responsibilities which are 
rightfully the province of this Assembly. Having regard to that, is 
it the honourable member's intention to introduce legislation bring­
ing back vagrancy laws in the Northern Territory or is it her inten­
tion to agree with the repeal of these dreadful former provisions? 

The Police and Police Offences Ordinance is currently under review and, 
amongst other questions, the question of vagrancy is being consider­
ed by the relevant committee. 

1744 Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN 

ANSHER 

At the Hobart ATAC conference, was there any indication that the Fed­
eral Government would be appropriating funds to the South Australian 
Government to be put towards the redevelopment and upgrading of the 
Stuart Highway south of Alice Springs to Port Augusta? 

At the conference the Federal Minister made available the 1977-78 road 
fund figures to all the states and it is now common knowledge; it 
has been released to the press. The South Australian Government is 
receiving about S18m for national highway development in South Aust­
ralia. Through the Chairman of ATAC, who was the Federal Minister for 
Transport, I asked the Transport Minister for South Australia 
whether there were sufficient funds to start upgrading the Stuart 
Highway in South Australia and he informed me that there would be no 
way that they would be spending money on upgrading the Stuart High­
way. So it does' appear that the upgrading of the Stuart Highwa~ could 
be delayed although I think that the Minister for Transport in South 
Australia was also playing a little bit of politics, knowing full 
well that we are very keen to seethe Stuart Highway upgraded. He 
would expect that we will lobby the Federal Government to ensure that 
South Australia will get sufficient funds. I believe that they are 
going to do a short stretch of road between Pimba and Port Augusta, 
about l 30 kilometres. I understand that that is in' fact going to be 
done next year so that is really the start of the upgrading of the 
highway. 

I mentioned" at a private meeting with the Federal Transport Minister, 
shortly after the meeting, that I was concerned with the funding of 
the South Australian highways and expressed the desire that possibly 
the Government could look at extending further funds to South Aust-
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ralia so that they can continue to upgrade the highway. It is very 
difficult to assess exactly what will happen because I think. the 
South Australian Government will be playing politics on this particu 
lar is~ue. 

1745 Mr VALE to Mr PERRON 

ANSVlER 

Is he aware of the present overcrowding in the Connnunity College at 
Alice Springs? Are there any plans or proposals under way to expand 
the facilities of that college and when? 

There is an interim committee being set up in the Northern Territory 
called the Technical and Further Education Council. It is being set 
up by the Minister for Education, Senator Carrick. One of its tasks 
is to look at the role of the Connnunity College in Alice Springs and 
its future. I will endeavour to give a complete answer to the hon­
ourable member at a later date. 

1746 Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREW 

ANSWER 

I refer to the answer she gave to my previous question regarding the 
reintroduction or not of the law regarding vagrancy in the Northern 
Territory; she stated that this p'articular aspect was being reviewed 
by the relevant committee. I am aware that she now alone has cabinet 
responsibility for this area and I ask her what this relevant comm­
i ttee is? 

Whils t I might be the Cabinet Member for Law, I do not have expertise 
in all the areas of law and administration that is required and, as 
with most other people with responsibilities in various areas, there 
are tertain advisers who take the first look at changes in legisla­
ti0~ and 0ff~r their advice. That is indee~ the st2;e which any 
proposed' change to the Police and Police Offences Ordinance is at. I 
think my answer was satisfactory. 

1747 Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREW 

ANSWER 

I asked who the committee was and I have received no reply. I repeat my 
question, who are the members comprising, to use her own phrase, "the 
relevant committee"? 

I consider this committee to be a committee of my own personal advisers 
who have been chosen for their expertise. It ~s not a statutory au­
thority and I see no need to discuss names. 

1748 Mr WITHNALL to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

What advance has been made with proposals for obtaining something in 
the nature of Commonwealth employee's compensation for members of 
this Assembly and also for contributory pensions for members? 

I am aware that submissions 
Northern Territory in this 

have been made to the Minister for the 
regard, both by your office, Mr Speaker, 
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,and by th~ Majority Farty, as part of the overall review that must be 
made by the Remuneration Tribunal. I can indicate that members of the 
Majority Party have certainly made known their views to the Minister 
that this matter has been dragging on for too long and has been tard­
ily handled by the Con~onwealth Government. 

1749 Mr VALE to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

Can he advise what proposals are underway by the Health Department and 
the Department of the Northern Territory in Alice Springs to utilise 
the sewerage water for irrigation and on what date that may take 
place? Are there any proposals to suspend the sending of the $105,000 
allocated in this year's Budget for the provision of another sewerage 
pond? 

The Health Department would only be one agency involved in the utiliza­
tion of waters from the sewerage ponds and it would be acting .in an 
advisory capacity. The question could be redirected to, the honourale 
Cabinet Member for Transport and Secondary Industry as this project 
would fall under his jurisdiction. 

1750 Mr BALLANlYNE.t 0 Miss ANDREW 

What is the Aboriginal education content in the police recruit training 
program? 

ANSWER, 

This has recently been increased. There are approximately 24 hours in­
volved now in the initial 16 week period of training. About 4 hours 
are spent on health and education, about 10 hours on anthropology, 
about 10 hours on Aboriginal conununities and 2 hours are taken up 
in examination. There are courses available as a part of in'-service 
training. At the retention course undergone by police officers at the 
cnd of their first year, there is a further 6 to S hours spent: in 
general education regarding the Aboriginal conununities. 

1751 Mr ROBERTSON to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

The question of the honourable member for Stuart seems to have fallen 
on deaf ears in the end. I wonder if the Cabinet Member for Transport 
and Secondary Industry might answer that question bearing in mind 
that the Civil Works Program for the Northern Territory in 1976/77 
actually had detailed that amount of $105,000., 

The question related to the Civil Works Program and, as spokesman for 
Works, I have an answer. An item of $105,000 "Tas put aside for the 
building of a new sewerage pond. However, due to the changed Depart­
ment of Health requirements, funds not expended on the additional pond 
will be put towards an irrigation system currently under investiga­
tion by the Department of the Northern Territory and the Department 
of Health. 

1752 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS 

I preface my question by reading an answer he gave 
notice. I asked the honourable member what action 

to a question on 
the Conunonwealth 
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ANffio/'ER 

1753 

ANSWER 

1754 

ANSWER 

Government had taken with respect to the Else-Mitchell Report as it 
dealt with uIban Lmd tenure. I received the ,following ansT.o/er: 

"&'1 in terdepartmental commi ttee comprising representatives of the 
Departments 0 f Administrative Seryices, Capital Terr itory, Northern 
Territory, AttorneY-General, Prime Minister and Cabinet, Treasury and 
Environment, Housing and Community Development, was established early 
in 1976 to consider the final report of the Commission of Inquiry 
into land tenures. The Australian Taxation Office, the National 
Capital Development Commission and the Department of Transport were 
also involved, A number of meetings were held during last year and a 
further meeting was held on 3 February this year." 

Will the honourable member obtain an answer from the Commonwealth Gov­
ermrent as to why it wa.s necessary for interdepartmental committees 
to consider a report of acknowledged experts such as Mr Rae Else-Mit­
chell and the other 2 members who sat with him? Why, if there was a 
need f or some interdepartmental committee, has nothing been done since 
the report was tabled, and is it considered necessary that Alice in 
Wonderland· should be appointed as an additional member? 

The question reminds me somewhat of the previous questions which were 
asked about sewerage. Normally, on rece~v~ng a reply in a question 
from the department in the terms which he has read out, I would send 
it back for re-treatment. However, I thought that the opportunity was 
too good to miss to have such an answer recorded in Hansard for our 
great-great-grandchildren to look back on the state of the Territory 
in pra~ent times. I intend to frame my copy of the answer alongside 
a photo I have on my wall of a boar pig. 

I will take on board t.he further questions asked by the honourable mem­
ber for Port Darwin and endeavour to supply him with information in 
respect to those questions. 

Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREW 

Upon what terms and conditions and at what times are uniformed police 
in urban areas armed? 

I will obtain that information for the honourable member. I have an 
idea but I am not sure. 

Mr EVERINGlAM to Mr POLLOCK 

Some honourable members and yourself, Mr Sp.eaker, might remember the 
long saga that I had last year with the then honourable Executive Mem­
ber for Resource Development in relation to the sale of a $6,000 Tai­
wanese, or some sort of oriental fishing boat, back to its owners. 
Now it appears to have turned up again in Port Darwin, once again hav­
ing been arrested by th,e naval authorities. What I am seeking to ob­
tain from the honouralte Cabinet Member is an assurance to this House 
that the vessel will not again be sold to its previous owners. 

Regrettably I am 
happen to this 

not in a position to give a direction as to what might 
fishing boat. The wish expressed by the honourable 
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member that the boat not be sold back to its former owners or any 
other owners under any conditions has been transmitted to the Mini­
s ter responsible. One would hope that he will concur with our wishes. 

1755 Mr BALL~N1YNE to Miss A~~REW 

ANSWER 

This is a follow-up to a que~tion which I asked in December last year. 
Could she tell me if we are going to get a police boat at Nhulunbuy, 
and when? Are we going to get one, will it be equipped for ocean­
going or jUst bay work, and will the police be liaising with other 
areas such as Groote Eylandt and Elcho Island? 

Perhaps the honourable member for Nhulunbuy could make representations 
to a certain company involved in this area. He could see the Cabinet 
Member for Resources regarding a certain boat in the harbour. On the 
subject of the provision of a boat for Nhulunbuy, I understand that 
it is planned to provide one this year; it depends on the estimates 
and the success in getting a certain amount of money for equipment of 
the Police Force. 

1756 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

I redirect the question pertaining to sewerage farms in' Alice Springs 
too the Cabinet Member for Resources. I think that the proposal is 
bogged dwn somewhere in the Health Department of the NT. I seek 
assurance from the Cabinet Member for Resources to get it pushed out 
the end of the line so that the water can possibly be utilised, rath­
er than having the unnecessary expenditure of $105,000 of taxpayers I 

money . 

My principal interest in this matter of course is that it is in my 
electorate and I have raised the matter in debates in this Assembly 
from time to time. All I can do in answer to the honuuraole member's 
question is to assure him that I will be doing everything to ensure 
that the matter is finalised, and finalised satisfactorily and quick­
ly. 

1757 Mr DONDAS to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Last year, when he was Executive Melllber for Social Affairs, I asked him 
a question several times regarding the Block 8 cafeteria. I have been 
asking the same question for 18 months now and now that he has taken 
over the resources portfolio, maybe h~ can give this House an under_ 
taking that the Block 8 cafeteria will open very shortly? 

I do not think that this is a matter which falls into my present port­
folio. I am not sure where the matter stands at the moment, apart from 
the fact that the Block 8 cafeteria of course is not operating and is 
not open, and there is no sign of it opening. The honourable member 
would be perhaps better advised to make a direct approach to the 
department responsible to see if something can be got going. 

1758 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBUNG 

Having in mind the fact that he bears some responsibility for both hous-
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ANSWER 

ing and representation on the Darwin Reconstruction Cotmnission, can he 
advise this Assembly of the arrangeinents made for officers of the Re­
construction Cotmnission who presently occupy Government housing and 
the DRC, presumably at the end of this year? 

I am aware that the Minister for the Northern Territory will be making 
the announcement that the Darwin Reconstruction Commission is to wind 
up on 31 December. The Minister is mindful of the emploment and asso­
ciated conditions of all employees of the Darwin Reconstruction Comm-

'ission and is currently undertaking a series of arrangements to ensure 
that employment and other condicions are satisfactorilv met. 

1759 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

When is it expected that the permanent head of the Department of tl)e 
Northern Territory will reside permanentl:y in the Northern Territory? 

My understanding is that he spends approximately SO% of his time in Can­
berra and 50% of his time in Darwin. He'has residences in both those 
centres and I suppose he could claim either address as far as the 
electoral roll or other identificatio~ of place of residence is con­
cerned. I believe that it is not his intention to take up full time 
residence in the Northern Territory because of commitments in parlia­
mentary and other duties to his Minister in Canberra. He expects to 
divide his time between those 2 centres. 
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1760 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Can he please advise how many loans in the Northern Territory have been 
approved over the last 5 years by the Home Finance Trustee for the 
$15,000 loan, and is there an estimate of how many loans there are 
likely to be approv~d in 1977? 

A number of loans have been granted by the Home Finance Trustee over the 
last 5 years in response to applications received. In the last 5 cal­
endaryears: in 1972 73 loans were approved; 1973, 102; 1974, 106; 
1975, 31; 1976, 194. On previous trends, and from the applications 
which are being submitted at the moment, it is estimated that 200 
loans will be approved in 1977. 

1761 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Can he give any indication of the outlook for the beef market in the 
Northern Territory in 1977? 

The Animal Industry and' Agricultural Branch have given me some advice 
on this matter. They tell me that the outlook for beef in 1977 accord7 
ing to the Australian Meat Board as at 4 February is that the, world 
beef market has grown stronger than at any time since world prices 
commenced the downturn in late 1973. The major ,reasons for this 
assessment are briefly: the cattle price cycles in North America and 
Europe will level off and turn upward; the EEC will change its import 
control system from jumelage to one of variable levels and its offic­
ials are forecasting increased opportunities for importers in 1977; 
the eCQnomies of the United States of America, Canada and Japan are 
continuing their gradual recovery and there should be corresponding 
improvements in demands in these countries; the devaluation in Novem­
ber increased the abilitv of the Anstral:i.an exporters to take advant­
age of the greater 'number of inquiries by prospective overseas buyersj 
and cattle populations in America and EEC have declined substantially 
and are continuing to do so. The American herd has dropped from l30m 
to l22m. The f,ollowing represents the Board's current assessment of 
likely export levels and should not be interpreted as a precise fore­
cast but indications are that the Australian beef and veal exports in 
1,000 tonnes of boneless equivalent to United States of America in 
1976, 268; 1977, 288; Canada 51, 23j Japan 71, 75; EEC 13, 20; USSR 
14 to 70; Eastern European 15 to 50; other destinations 134 to 130; 
canned beef and veal 33 to 35; in total, an increase from 599,000 to 
691,000 tonnes boneless equivalent. 

Also this morning, a market note for livestock and meat published week­
ly by the Australian Meat Board gave a further indication of pros~ 

pects of a greater flow of beef to Egypt. There are encouraging signs 
that there is an increasing amount of export markets for the Austral­
ian beef industry. I would be cautious in any forecast 'of any over­
night outstanding increases. I think that' the prospects are a bit 
brigh ter than they were in the last 12 months. 

1762 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING 

How many residential lots of land are currently available in Darwin and 
what are the proportions of government and private ownership? 
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ANSWER 

A survey has just been completed by the Darwin Reconstruction Commission 
which identifies that there are 11,097 residential sites in Darwin. 
Of these,' 10,677 are for house lots and the remaining 420 are for 
sites containing flats. The statistics relating to flats, where there 
are 420 sites, indicate that the sites would accommodate approximately 
3,000 housing units or flats. 

1 763 Mr V ALE to Mr RY AN 

ANSWER 

What construction standards will be observed with the work on Newcastle 
causeway? 

The question asked by the honourable member for Stuart is as a result 
of a rumour I.hich is persisting that the standards for the bridge 
works proposed at Newcastle Creek will not be sufficient to carry 
heavy transport. In fact, the standards of the bridge works there 
are in accordance with the National Highway Standard. The Stuart 
HigbNay is a national higbNay and the bridge work, I can assure mem­
bers, will be of the highest standard possible. Maybe one of the 
reasons for the concern is that a couple of the bridges that were 
built under the first 3-year road program were not built to this par­
ticular standard and we do have some problems at the moment: the Tay­
lor Creek bridge approaches were washed a'l-Jay last week. I would like 
to point out to honourable members that under the first 3-year road 
program, which has now been completed - we are now in the s,econd 3-
year program - the Stuart Highway was not designated a national high­
way and the bridges were built on 50-year flood levels. However, this 
does not apply to the present situati9n and any bridges now construct­
ed on the Stuart and Barkly Highways will be to national highway 
standard and I think we will see a great improvement over the situa­
tion that exists at present. Finally, I am hopeful that the contracts 
f~r the upgrading and _ bridginz cf the ~ey;rcastle Creek ~\~ill be let 
wi thin t he next week or so. 

1764 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

What speech therapy is available for children in the education system 
in the Northern Territory?· 

I will endeavour to find out that information and reply to the honour­
able member later. 

1765 Mr EVERINCRAM to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

My question concerns the proposed Dripstone High School. Since the exam 
results came out for matriculation last year, it may now be apparent 
that we should perhaps have more technical colleges and fewer high 
schools. When is it proposed to call tenders for the Dripstone High 
School? 

An application has been forwarded to the Government to obtain approval 
to go to tender on the Dripstone High School in April of this year 
with the view to commenCing construction in June of this year. At 
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this time, word has 
undertake to find out 
ber. 

not been received fro~ the Government. I will 
the latest information for the honourable mem-

1766 Mr KENTISH to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Why is no education officer available at the Darwin gaol? 

Applications have been invited for the position of teacher in charge at 
the Da twin gaol. However, no sui table applications have been received 
by the department. The Depart~e'!1t of Education is endeavouring to fill 
the position as soon as possible. 

1767 Mr DONDAS to Mr T lu'1BLING 

ANSWER 

\.Jhat is the, current interest rate charged by the'Home Finance Trustee 
for additional $15,000 loans and what are the total borrowings of 
the Home Finance Trustee for the addition'al home scheme and at what­
rate of interest has this money been secured and what additional mon­
ies will be required to fund the scheme at the end of 19777 

The Home Finance Trustee must ensure that his lending rate of interest. 
is in line with his borrowing rate of interest. The trustee has been 
able to establish his new rate at 10% with a 1% reduction for payment 
on or before the due date making an effective 9% interest rate. The 
rate of 9% effective on loans approved by the Home Finance Trustee 
was established only after considering outstanding loans and estimat­
ed loans to June 1977 and future borrowings at 9.5%. It is not antici­
pated that a further review of interest rates will be undertaken be­
fore 30 June 1977. 

Hirh regflrd to the total borrololings of the scheme. and ~.t lihat n,t~ "f 
interest, this had been secured, total borrowings at the last avail­
able date - several weeks ago were of the order of $4 .15m at an 
effective overall repayment interest rate by the Home Financ.e Trustee 
of 8.42%. Additional monies have been secured with regard to meeting 

. the present commitments of the Home Finance Trustee. These additional 
monies were rais ed at 9.5% interes t rate and this in turn 'raises the 
trustee's effective repayment rate to 8.58%. It is anticipated that a 
further $3m will be needed to finance the scheme in 1977-78 based on 
the applications and the indicated figures that I gave in answer to 
an earlier question. The borrowing o.f this additional $3m will raise 
the repayment interest rate to 8.93% if funds can be secured at 9.5%. 

1768Mr TUNGUTALUM to Mr RYAN 

ANSHER 

I asked him on Tuesday 21 December 1976 if the owner of lot B of sec­
tion 290 Hundred of Bagot at Howard Springs intends to build an eng­
ineering workshop 150 feet' long on the block mentioned. Could he 
please give me an answer on that question. 

I am not too sure whethe.r I asked him to put that question on notice. I 
do believe that I have seen an answer to that question from the 
department. I will check and advise him, but I feel sure that the 
question has been answered. 
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1769 Hr VALE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Has the $30,000 allocated L, the last budget for a tourist development 
study yet been provided? 

I presume that the mon~ has been allocated because the study is under 
way. 

1770 hlr ,MANUELL to Mr P OLLOex 

ANSWER 

Has the sale of the Alice Springs Abattoirs to Wales Meat Exporters had 
any effect on the supply of beef to the local domestic market in the 
Northern Territory? 

I can give some advice in re.1ation to that matter. First, I will answer 
some of the questions that the"honourable me!!1be~ asked on tiTe general 
subject yesterday. He asked whether it is a fact that the shares own­
ed by shareholders to the Alice Springs Abattoirs have been purchased 
by Wales Meat Exporters. I am advised that the Alice Springs Abattoirs 
has been sold to Wales Meat Exporters. It is the intention of that 
company to convert the abattoirs to export standard and I am told 
that there is intense construction and renovation activity at the 
moment at the abattoirs to bring it up to export standard. It will be 
raised to the Department of Primary Industry standard which is based 
on American requirements for meat. I am told that the abattoirs at 
this stage considers it does have markets and, although I have not 
been advised officially, I am told that they are looking at the pros­
pect of processing some 70,000 head per annum through the works. This 
would be a considerable nulli>er of cattle and perhaps more than what 
would be turned off in Central Australia itself. 

'Hz a.lsC'. 22!(ed ~'lhethe:- ::,'!."cvision v.T(~~ ~etDg r.1ade to acc('Jrrt!Tloda::e t~e t . .'or~­
force. I am told that work has already started on staff quarters in 
the abattoirs area and one would imagine that the company would have 
other interests in town in securing accommodation Jhrough the normal 
channels . 

In relation to the local market, these renovations have resulted in the 
abattoirs ceasing to kill and local domestic suppliers are restricted 
a t the moment. This is causing some cO.ncern. The department is endeav­
ouring to arrange a meeting of all the butchers concerned. It was un­
successful on Friday and again on Monday but they are hopeful that a 
meeting can be arranged so that adequate arrangements can be made to 
maintain a supply of meat to the domestic market in the Territory. 
At the moment, quite a deal of meat is being .imported to the Terri­
tory. This is causing concern because Territory officials are not 
satisfied with some of the inspection standards at the abattoirs at 
which this meat is being killed. 

1771 Mr STEELE to Mr TAHBLING 

The Cabinet Member replied to a question concerning the number of resi­
dential blocks currently available in DanJln. \·lhat is the proportion 
of government and private ownership? Is information available con­
cerning the reconstruction status or housing units in Darwin and does 
this ~nformation give details of the number of sites on which no work 
has been done? 
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ANSWER 

I apologise to the honourable member for not giving the full answer to 
the question and the information he sought. Of the 10,677 house lots 
in Darwin,S ,268 are owned by the private sector. The Government has 
3,072, the Department of Defence 552, the Australian Broadcasting 
Commiss ion and the Aus tralian Ra ilway shave 85 and the Northern 
Territory Housing Commission, 1,700. The Government has 5 sites for 
flats and members will recognise that they are rather large and the 
Housing Cotrimission has 7 whereas the private sector has 408. With re­
gard to the reconstruction status, the survey that has just been com­
pleted by the Darwin Reconstruction Commission gives comprehensive 
details with regard to the number of houses that have been rebuilt or 
new homes that have been built, homes that are currently being re­
built, homes on which temporary repairs have been carried o'ut or per­
haps the building was restored as it was precyclone. It also gives 
further information relating to sites where no work has been done or 
where perhaps the sites are just clear. In the private sector, there 
are 715 sites identified as having no work done and a further 474 
that are clear sites. In the Goverrnnent sector, there are 652 sites 
where either no work has been done or the sites are clear and avail­
able. Similarly, there are statistics availale for each of the other 
categories and I will be pleased to make these available t!o all hon­
ourable members. 

1773 Hr VALE toMrRYAN 

ANSHER 

Can he advise when the unsealed northern section of the street known as 
Norman Janes Street and in fact now renamed Price Street in Alice 
Springs is goingl=o be sealed? If it is not to be sealed, what work 
will be carried out immediately? 

This particular section of road is used by residents of Alice Springs 
to by-pass a secticn or che ScuarL i',ighway. In~s section or the Scual."c 
Highway will be under construction shortly and the honourable member 
for St uart i's concerned that the extra traffic on that particular 
section of gravel road will cause it to deteriorate. We have made 
approaches to the Department and asked for that particular section of 
road to be sealed. There are some difficulties, however, because the 
land on which the road is built belongs to the Railways and while the 
Railways are not particularly active in the Northern Territory there 
are still certain provisions which have to be looked at before an­
other department can carry out roadworks on the Railway property. I 
am still liaising with the Department of the Northern Territory on the 
matter. They are going to do some gravelling of the road which will 
improve it slightly but, "lith the assistance of the honourable member 
for Stuart, I will continue to press for the road to be sealed even 
if this mean:; the granting of a lease to the Department of the North­
ern Territory for the land on which the road is built. The amount of 
money involved is not significant and I f eel sure that, providing we 
keep the nose to the grindstone, we will get a satisfactory result. 

1774 ~1r ROBER'ISON to Mr RYAN 

Is it a fact that the 2 major airlines are proposing to charge the same 
air fares on the Sydney-Alice Springs-Sydney direct route as are now 
being charged for the circuitouS route via Adelaide and Melbourne? If 
so, what is his attitude to/such a fare structure, does he think it 
justified and, if not, what is he doing about it? 
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ANSHER 

Last week I spent several days in Alice Springs and this particular 
matter was brought to my attention, that the pricing of the dj.rect 
flight from Alice Springs to Sydney was going to be the same as the 
longer flight through Adelaide. As far as I am concerned, that is 
absolutely ridiculous, pa.ticularly from a tourism point of view. If 
we are going to attract people from Sydney, which is the place where 
mest overseas tourists arrive in Australia, obviously we have got to 
be able to offer them a satisfactory rate on a flight. I took the 
matter up with the Hinist:er for Transport in Hobart on Friday; he 
agreed with me that there should be some reduction in the cost and 
has asked me to remind him of the matter. I also on the way back 
happened to cross paths with the managing director of TAA, and I 
mentioned to him that we considered that it was ridiculous that they 
should charge the same price for a di.ect flight from Alice Springs 
to Sydney, that I had taken the matter up with the Minister for 
Transport, that he had agreed with me and that I would be making 
further application to the Minister to intervene. I also intend to 
contact the airlines and bring the matter up. 

A similar situation existed I believe in the direct flight between 
Alice Springs and Cairns. I believe that the airl.ines made a single 
approach and, with a certain amount of pushing and shoving, they did 
reduce the fare to something which is now considered reasonable. I 
hope we can achieve 'the same result if we speak with the airlines on 
this particular flight. 

1775 Mr KENTISH to Miss ANDREH 

ANSWER 

\,That action, if any, has been taken in respect to a number of my con­
stituents at Galiwinku in Arnhem Land who threatened an aeroplane 
and a pilot wi th spears? 

I do noe have the information immediately available. I will obtain it 
for the honourable member before the end of this sittings. 

1776 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSHER 

How did the Home Finance Trustee secure the finance for the additional 
home loan scheme, and what effect will the increase in the loan limit 
ceiling - to say $20,000 or $25,000 have on the operation of the 
scheme? 

Honourable members might be aware from the HO.me Loans Ordinance, that 
the Trustee may accept an advance made to him by a bank or a body 
corporate, an institution 'or person approved by the Minister. The 
Home Finance Trustee competes with other building societies in the 
money market to secure finance for the scheme's contirruance. However, 
if funds cannot be secured from private lending institutions, he does 
have recourse, as alas t resort, to Tr eas ury for loans at the going 
rate of interest at the banks to building societies. No funds are 
appropriated to the Home Finance Trustee under the Appropriation Bill 
for this scheme. In the past, the trustee has been able to ask the 
Treasury to seek Loan Council approval on his behalf for his borrm.l­
ers. However, in 1977-78, he must present a borrowing program to the 
Loan Council. This is because it is estimated that $3m that is, 
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1777 

ANSWER 

1778 

ANSWER 

200 loans at $15,000 each - will be rEl:juired. Constraint on the amount 
of borrmd.ng the trustee will be able to undertake in 1977-78, will 
be subject to Loan Council approval to his program, the availability 
of funds for the loan market, the amount of funds TreasUry are will. 
ing to advance him, and the going rate of the banks I interest to 
building societies. 

In consequence of an increase in the loan limit from $15,000 to $20,000 
or $25,000, as has recently been called for - and, I might mention, 
endorsed by the Hajority Party as a necessary policy initiative - it 
would have to he borne in mind that it would be necessarv for the 
trustee to make a bid for further funds from those already ~stimated 
for; that is, the $3m in the coming financial year. At the present 
r ate of i nteres t charged by banks to building societies of 9.5%, fur­
ther borrowings by the Home Finance Trustee in 1977-78 beyond his 
estimate may result in a further. increase in the interest rate on his 
1 endi. ngs. 

Hr s LAl~RIE to Mr TUX.JORTH 

With the proposed opening of Casuarina Hospital, is it intended that 
that hospital will be a training hospital for nurses and will Darwin 
Hospital continue to be such a hospital? 

My understanding is that the Casuarina Hospital will become a training 
hospital, and not just for nurses aides but for the complete nursing 
course. As to whether similar functions will continue at th~ present 
Darwin Hospital, I will ascertain that information and reply at a 
later date. 

Mr MANUELL to Hr RY AN 

T refer tC' the anS'.-Jer to thl? auestion ]:Il?fore last fr()~ t~(' hO'1ourabJ e 
member for Stuart. I take on 'board the remarks he made to that ques­
tion about the washing away of the approaches to the Taylor Creek 
Bridge but I would like to ask the honourable member if there is any 
truth in the rumour that the bridge itself has shifted in its founda­
tions since the most recent floods? 

This matter was raised in Alice Springs. I was there the day that the 
washout occurred, and I heard secondhand that a police sergeant had 
spoken to somebody who in turn spoke to me. 'The story was that the' 
approaches to the bridge had washed away and that the bridge proper 
had moved. It seemed unlikely to me, but anything is possible, so I 
rang the Department of Construction in Darwin and spoke to one of the 
engineers. I was unable to get onto the person that I had asked for 
but the engineer that I spoke to was aware of the p.oblem. They were 
still awaiting full reports from the area. \fuen I said that the 
approaches were washed away, he said, "That I s right, they have been 
washed away approximately 100 metres from the end of the bridge and 
about 1 metre deep". This was a bit unfortunate because they had been 
about to let a contract for the strengthening of the approaches. May 
be somebody would like to ask me why the approaches were not made 
strong in the first p lace and I might guess a t an answer. Ivllen I men­
tioned the fact that the bridge had moved, he thought that it would 
be extremely unlikely and suggested that that particular bridge is 
built 0 n a corner ,i t I~ould have a certain amotmt of camber. I have 
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not spoken to anybody since then to confirm or da~y whether he was 
ri.ght or not, but he did suggest that the bridge would be built on 
an ang~e if it was built on a corner and, with the approachE?s washed 
av.' ay , to anybody standing back having a look it would appear that 
the bridge had tilted to one side. I have not confirmed this suggest­
ion, I may do so to try to clarify the situation. 

177 9 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Will he take the necessary steps to have the building covenants on res­
idential blocks extended from 1 year to 2 years? 

It is the policy of the Majority Party to have the times for complying 
with covenants on residential blocks extended to requiring commence­
ment within 2 years and completion of the dwelling within a further 
2 years after the sale of blocks by the Government. I will be 
approaching the Federal Government in the near future in regard to 
this matter tc see if we can have this policy implemented. 

17 80Mr BALLAN1YNE to Mr TUXHORTH 

ANSWER 

Could he tell me if there is a shortage of anaesthetists in the Terri­
tory? If there is, can he tell us what the intention of the Health 
Department is to bring into the Territory more people qualified in 
this work? 

Yes, there has been and it appears there will always be a shortage of 
such professionals as anaesthetists, orthodontists, dentists, paedia­
tricians and other people who work in very specialised fields. The 
Department of Health accepts this as a fact of life and has a con­
tinuing program of recruitment going on but it rarely sees the occas. 
ion that meets the demand. 

1781 MrEVERINGHAM to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Honourable menbers may have heard this morning a news' report to the 
effect that the Fourth Division Officers' Association has voted to 
continue its bans on overtime and the like which have been affecting, 
life in Darwin recer:ttly. Are the continuation of these bans likely to 
lead to any further power cuts being imposed on the citizenry of Dar­
win and, if so, what recommendation, if any, has the honourable Cab­
inet Member to offer to the Minister for the Northern Territory, or 
other responsible authority, to see that this intolerable situation 
will not continue? 

If there are people who can come up with the answer how to stop intoler_ 
able si tu'ations continuing, I am sure they "are going "to be very wel. 
come in this country. However, being more specific in regard to the 
question, I understand that there are members of the Fourth Division 
Officer's Association in the powerhouse itself and I will undertake 
to find out whether, if they went on an overtime ban, they are in a 
position to restrict the power supply to Darwin. I will advise the 
honourable meuber on the next sitting day. 
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1782 Mr VALE to Miss ANDREW 

ANSWER 

On December 8 last year, I asked the then Executive Member for Law 
whether she was aware that the Police Commissioner had apparently 
issued instructions to his officers that they were under no circum­
stances to discuss police problems or personal problems concerning 
their homes etc with members of this Assembly. The Executive Member 
replied that she was not aware that this instruction had been issued 
and therefore could not give any reason. Is she now 'aware of any such 
instruction ,and, if so, will she table a copy of it in this Assembly? 

No such instruction as such has been given. The Commissioner did issue 
a communiqu~, ntmlber 2 'of 1977, and I will read it to you. It is re­
garding communications with members of the Legislative Assembly. "In 
order that tl)e best possible information may be supplied to the Ex­
ecutive Member for Law and other politicians, it is essential that 
the answers to questions asked by those persons be supplied through 
headquarters. Members are directed that they are not to provide any 
information under such circumstances except as outlined. Any member 
approached is to note the question respect"fully and formally reply 
that the answer will be supplied from headquarters. Reports setting 
out details of the request and all relevant information are to be 
immediately forwarded through the usual channels to the Commissioner 
of Police for a reply." 

This is in line with the policy of other government departments where 
the director or permanent head usually signs the information that is 
supplied to any elected member or anyone else for that matter. It is 
an administrative matter so that the person who is responsible can 
keep his finger on the pulse of his department or orgal1.isation. The 
Commissioner did not intend in any way to deprive the police from 
r~aising their personal problems with member:,. There seems to have 

in the southern region, and the Commissioner will 
communique pointing out that this relates only to 
the po li ce force and t he work the police do. 

issue 
mat t er s 

especi ally 
a further 
concerning 

1783 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

When will the No. 5 generator at the power station be in service? 

The infamous No. 5 generator at Stokes Hill power station is expected 
to be brought back on line in about the middle of March. 

1784 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

Is he aware that the Nightcliff Dental Clinic is offering to students 
of primary schools in the area a dental therapy service but the 
department is refUSing to supply any means of transport? If he is 
aware of this,'would he take all steps to correct it? 

I am not aware of this problem. I am aHare that no such ferry service 
is available to the other communities of the Territory but I ,>'ill en­
deavour to follow it up with the Director of Health and see ,,,hether 
it can be resolved. 



Qv'ESTIONS IHTHOUT NOITCE - Thursday 3 March 1977 

1785 Mr MAl'lUELL to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Is it a fact that there is no uniformity of curriOllum amongst senior 
and juni(,r schools in the Northern Territory and, if so, ~Thy not? 
Can he advise me if the Northern Territory Director of Education has 
control over the curriculum standards of these schools'! 

I believe 'that I should seek detailed information from the Department 
of Education and present it in this House at a later date. 

1786 Mr HANUELL to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Is this year's allocation to the Northern Territory of export tonnage 
of beef to United States markets more or less than last year? With 
the purchase of the Alice Springs Abat,toir, will any export contract 
that that abattoir gains in the near future with the United States 
affect present allocations of tonnages to existing Top End abattoirs? 

I am unable to answer the question because I do not have the figures 
with me. One would hope that the, allocation of any additional quota 
to the proposed Alice, Springs export abattoir would not affect the 
existing operators in the Territory. I will endeavour to find more 
information and provide it to the member during this session. 

1787 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Will he examine the archaic covenants attached to the many rural hold­
ings in the Northern Territory with a view to initiating replacement 
of the present land title restrictions with incentive 'covenants for 
investment and improved production efficiency? 

Yes. 

1788 Hr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Will ,future Housing C01l!Illission policy include the constr1:lction and sale 
of units by use of strata title? 

There is no present intention of the Northern Territory Housing Comm­
ission to be involved in strata titles. 

1789 Hr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANS\olER 

Is it a fact that the homes sales scheme for Corrrnonwealth public ser­
vants will not be reintroduced until the final form of the proposed 
single housing authority is kncwn? 

I indicated clearly yesterday that the Minister for the Northern Terri­
tory in determinir.g the tents and conditions for the sale of govern­
ment homes was 0 f the op inion that it should be reintroduced on lines 
similar to those proposed by the Majority Party in its reintroduction 
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of a Housing Commission home sales scheme. I believe that there is no 
constraint for the government to wait until such time as there is a 
single housing authority. 

1790 Mr TUNGUTALUM to Hr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Has the finishing and sealing of l.fuite.Tood Road and the stabilising or 
sealing of Hillier Road, which is the bus circuit to the new school, 
been placed on the estimates for 1977-78? 

I do not have that information available. I will get it and advise the 
honourable member for Tiwi later on in these sittings. 

1791 Mr WlTHNALL to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Can he confirm that there was a fire at Fire Brigade Headquarters this 
morning? 

I cannot confirm whether there was a fire at Fire Brigade Headquarters. 
I will endeavour to find out if in {act it took place. If there was a 
fire at Fire Brigade Headquarters, I am quite sure that the Fire 
Brigade of the Northern Territory would have handled the situation 
admirably. 

1792 Mr KENTISH to Mr RY AN 

ANSWER 

Would he investigate the pos'sibility of installing traffic lights to 
function during peak hours at the Berrimah crossroads or stationing a 
traffic policeman there at peak hours? 

I am not aware of any plans to put traffic lights at the Berrimah cross­
ing, nor am I aware of any intentions to put a traffic policeman out 
'there. However, I will make some inquiries and firrl out what the in­
tentions are. I realise that there are some problems out there dur­
ing peak traffic times and I will try to establish what the plans are 
for that crossing. 

1793 Mrs LAWRlE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

When \,Till the reconstruction of Trower Road between "Crystal Corner" 
and Rapid Creek Road commence? 

The recons truction of that section of road is under the control of the 
municipal council. 

Mrs Lawrie: Are you sure? 

Mr RYAN: Yes, I am sure that the repairs and upgrading of that section 
of road are to be undertaken by the council. I do not know whether the 
honourable Cabinet ~ember for Finance and Local Government could add 
anything to that. I believe it: was originally on this year's program 
but I have an idea that it may have been postponed until next year. I 
will try to confirm that later on. 
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1794 Mr DONDAS to Hr T AMBLING 

ANSWER 

We are aware that the DRC is to cease operation in December 1977. Wbat 
is to be the fate 0 f the Ci tizens' Advisory Co uncil? 

I would hope that the fate of the Darwin Citizens' Council will be the 
same as the Darwin Reconstruction Commission and it will fade out on 
the same date. 

1795 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Is funding to be made available to shift the speedway to another loca­
tion to allow the release of that land for other purposes? 

The issue of relocation of the speedway is a complicated matter because 
the current Speed;.;ay Association only has permissive occupancy of an 
area that is a city corporation reserve. The Darwin Reconstruction 
Commission, as part of its planning proposal, has been trying to 
locate a suitable alternative site for the relocation of the speedway. 
Several have been looked at in detail, including sites behind Coona_ 
warra and sites at the far end of the airport adjacent to Hc~lillans 
Road in the Berriman area. I am not aware that the final stages of 
any agreement have been reached and I am aware that the Minister will 
also have to be involved with regard to the allocation of any funds 
for the acquisition of the considerable capital improvements that 
have been made by the Speedway Association on the present site. 

1796 Hr STEELE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

I draw his attention to the state of the road between Wave Hill and the 
Hooker Creek settlement. Could he see that the road is immediately 
graded so that d eve:lDpment materials can get in and cattle from the 
pastoral projects get out? 

I will contact the Department of the Northern Territory which has the 
responsibility for looking after these roads and see if something can 
be done. 

1797 Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN 

ANS\olER 

Is the Registrar of Motor Vehicles continuing his investigation into 
alternative coloured nullber plates for use in the Northern· Territory? 
Is there any comment that the honourable Cabiae.t Member can give to 
this House at this stage? 

The Registrar is not conducting any further investigations into the 
matter. Last year they did fit number plates of various colours to 

. vehicles in DarHin to test their durability. The next step will be, I 
would aSS1:une, for the Hajority Party to examine the various colours 
that have been suggested and come up with a proposed ne" colour for 
Northern Territory nullber plates. I anticipate that I will be bring­
ing it before Cabinet some time this year. 
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1798 

ANSWER 

Mr" V ALE to Mr P OLLOCK 

This questior. is asked on behalf of the member for Elsey. Can the Cab­
inet Member advise if Northern Territory abattoirs will this year 
announce a predetermined price for cattle so that producers can 
arrange cattle musters and transportation well in advance of the 
cattle season, and will 'he seek this cooperation from the abattoirs? 
Is it also a fact that Northern Territory abattoirs sell on a forward 
market? 

I do not know what the abattoirs are going to do this season in rela­
tion to their pricing structure or how they are going to go about' it. 
I will certainly take the matter up with them. As far as selling on a 
forward market, we have heard it said that the Alice Springs Export 
Abattoir has not got any markets yet, so I do not know how they are 
going to set a price. It is principally' a commercial decision for 
them as to whether they set their prices in advance or whether they 
set the price as the season goes on. No doubt if they set a certain 
price and the market took a sharp upturn, the cattle producers 
would want to see the prices rise, so it is a dog-chasing-its-tail 
Situation. I will take the matter, up with the abattoirs and see if 
some advice can be given to producers. 

I 79 9 Mr V ALE to Mr P OLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Will he summarise the results of the 1976 disease eradication program 
in the beef industry. and say whether the results were up to expecta­
tion? 

I did have some advice of this question, but unfortunately all the in­
formation to ad8:juately ans·.;er the quest-ion is not a'vailable fror;, 
the department as yet. I will provide a full answer to the honourable 
member on the next sitting day. 

1800 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETIS 

ANSWER 

Is it the in tention to in troduce legislation to control the p est con­
trol industry, which is flourishing in Darwin, to control the use of 
pestiCides and provide minimum standards of safety for people oper­
ating in that industl:)'? 

Legislation of the type mentioned by the honourable member for Night­
cliff is on our legislative program. It has been cleared as legisla­
tion necessary to be introduced, along with something like 90 other 
items. It has been necessary, because of the volume of legislation 
that needs attention, to give these various priorities and I am not 
quite certain where this particular piece stands on that priority 
list. As always, we are very much hampered by drafting facilities and 
when the Premier of Western Australia' contacted me some weeks ago, 
before the election, and offered resources, I did give him some indi­
cation that an area in which Ive would prooably appreciate some help 
would be parliam2ntary and legislative drafting. I hope to be able to 
roHew that matter up ~Tith him now that the results of the election 
a re kno\,,·n. Subject to d rafting cons traints, we would hope to make 
some progress with such legislation this year., 
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1801 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

I have asked this same question for about 5 years now. Is it ~he inten­
tion to introduce controls on the use of antibiotics in stock feeds 
in the Northern Territory? 

.I believe that some legislation in respect of quality of stock feeds is 
also on the list, but I do not think it_ has a very high priority and 
it is unlikely, with the drafting bottlenecks that exist, that it 
would be introduced this year. 

1802 Mr ROBERTSON to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

Will the inaugural meeting of the Northern Territory Consultative Comm­
ittee on.Social Welfare take place today? 

Senator Guilfoyle, Chairman of the Northern Territory Consultative Comm­
i ttee on Social Welfare, has already convened the meeting in Block 8. 
It started at 10 o'clock and it will continue throughout the day .. I 
do not have any advice on the items on the agenda that tvill be dis_ 
cussed at the meeting. 

1803 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

MrPERRON: The honourable member for Nightcliff asked me what speech 
therapy is available for children in the education system in the 
Northern Territory. The Department of Health has recently acquired 
the services of 2 speech therapists who will be available for consul­
tation by children in the Northern Territory. Further, the Department 
of Education is in the process of advertising 3 further vacancies for 
speech therapists. 

Mr PERRON: The honourable member for Jingili asked me a question relat­
ing to the continuing overtime bans by the Fourth Division Officers' 
Association and I undertook to find out if this would affect power 
supplies in Darwin. I am advised that, although there are a consider­
able number of members of the Fourth Division Officers' Association 
on the turbine floor at the powerhouse, the overtime bans were not 
extended to the powerhouse. As a result, we do not expect any power 
disruptions from that quarter. 

1805 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Miss ANDRENl: The honourab le member for Ar.nhem as ked me what act ion had· 
taken place following the threatening of an aircraft and pilot with 
spears at Galiwinku. In fact, I am advised that the constituents at 
Galiwinku did not have any spears. There a re no police charges pro­
posed against the persons involved in this incident because police 
inquiries do not show that any weapon was used·. I understand that 
what is described as a strong verbal protest was made to the pilot 
by an Elcho Islander that charter aircraft operators should not be 
allowed to bring liquor onto the island. 
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1806 

1807 

1808 

ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Hiss ANDREW: Tne l">onourable member· for Nightc1iff asked about the 
terms and condition> under which the police in urban areas are 
armed. I would advise that the police draw firearms at the discret­
ion and.direction of the officer in charge of the station to which 
they are attached - that is, Jhe officer in charge of the station 
and not the officer in charge of the shift. During day and evening 
shifts firearm;; are ·to be concealed when carried. Concealment of fire­
arms does not ~.pply to members whilst on money escort duty. 

ANSWER TO Q UES TI ON 

Miss ANDR&': For the further information of the member for Nhulunbuy, 
the boat that is hoped to be ordered, providing sufficient funds are 
available, is a sixteen foot dinghy with a 35 horsepower motor and 
trailer. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr TUXHORTH: The member for Arnhem asked whether there was any explan­
ation as to why persons brought into hospital at Health Department 
expen>e from remote areas were repatriated in different ways, some 
at their own expense and some at the expense of the Commonwealth. I 
have been advised by the Department of Health that the evacuation of 
a patient is at public expense but the entitlement to repatriation 
is based on the means test. If the former patient's income is below a 
certain figure, the person is repatriated at public expense. Other 
persons pay their own fares. 

1809 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Hr TU},."WORTH: The honourable member for Nightcliff asked: "With the 
proposed opening of the Casuarina Hospital is it intended that that 
~!.'·.::--ital ~·.~ill ~;:.;. :: r!"ai~~r=s "'~_lt!'e fC1r r-ur~€s! ar . .2 t.·:ill I>lT'':''ir. Hos­
pital continue to be such a hospital?". I indicated that it l.Jas my 
understanding that Casuarina would become a training hospital for 
nurses. I have received further information. to suggest that the Dar­
win Hospital training facilities should be used for training Abor­
iginal Health workers. However, no firm decision has been made on 
this aspect. 

Mrs Lawrie: What about Casuarina, will i-t be a training hospital? 

Mr TUXWORTH: Yes. 
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1811 

ANS\.J'ER 

1812 

ANSWER 

Mrs LAWRIE to Hr TAMBLING 

Can you give a firm date as to the introduction of the sale of govern­
ment homes in the Darwin, area and advise of the terms and conditions 
of that scheme? 

The policy with regard to the reintroduction of a sale of government 
homes in the Darwin area rests entirely with the Minister for the 
Northern Territory. In answer to a similar question las~ week, I did 
indicate that the Minister was keen to reintroduce the scheme as 
quickly as possible on terms and conditions broadly similar to those 
currently before this House in the sale of homes to Housing Commission 
tenants. 

Mr VALE to Mr TAHBLING 

Does the Government intend to satisfy local needs for housing before 
disposing of the remaining Tindal homes? 

The situation with regard to Katherine housing is that the Department of 
the Northern Territory is responsible for the construction and mana~ 
gement of homes for government servants in Kacherine and the Northern 
Territory Housing Commission looks after the general community. Both 
the department and the Housing Commission regularly survey the needs 
and are aware of the housing requirements of that community. The rem­
nant of houses at Tindal which was formerly a RAAF base are the prop­
erty of the Department of Administrative Services. That department 
is seeking to sell and dispose of the old housing at Tindal. 

1813 Mr STEELE to Hr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

1814 

Is it a fact that the Darwin Reconstruction COl!Ullission has agreed ,to a 
r.1o.r~na ~::-oposal an~, if so, what is c.he location and woo are the own­
ers of the land? 

There has been considerable press coverage to date with regard to cert­
ain town planning proposals considered at a meeting of the Darwin Re­
construction Commission some months ago. A particular developer sought 
endorsement for the site which would be best described as the northern 
end of Mindil Beach,the area adjacent to Darwin High School. The comm­
ission and the Town Planning Board have agreed in principle that the 
site would be suitable. However, the owners of the land are the 
Department of Education, which owns the areas ,that approach the cliffs 
on the Darwin High School side, and the Corporation of the City of 
Darwin which has a reserve over part of the flat land at the base. 
There has been considerable liaison betvleen the corporation and the 
planning authority to look more carefully at the issue and to con­
tinue the arrangements to facilitate the development of a marina in 
that area. 

Hr STEELE to Hr PERRON 

I,f it is a fact that the marina proposal ~-:ill take in high school land, 
would he have this matter looked at very closely on the basis that 
there is not enough land available for those facilities there and make 
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ANSWER 

1815 

ANSI.J'ER 

sure that the interes ts of the school are safeguardedf 

I will.keep a particular eye on the application to take land from an 
educational facility in the Northern Territory for other use and try 
to ensure that the educational use is protected. 

Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS 

I ask a question on behalf of the member for Elsey. Has he sought ad­
vice as to 'whether the administration of the Aboriginal Land Rights 
(Northern Territory) Act 1976 and the proposed supporting legislation 
constitute a breach of the Racial Discrimination Act 1975? If he has 
sought such advice, what were the terms of that advice? 

I have not sought advice myself. I have brought the matter to the atten­
tion of both the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and the Minister for 
the Northern Territory and informed them of the comments made by the 
member for Port Darwin in the second reading debate on the complement­
ary legislation in the earlier sittings of this Assembly. I believe 
that further advice from the Attorney-General' s Department will be 
sought by both those ministers and that the Minister for the Northern 
Territory will advise me of the outcome. 

1816 Mr ROBERTSON to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

Advertisements have appeared in newspapers recently calling for organis­
ations concerned with the advancement of cultural ,sporting and rec­
reational facilities in the Northern Territory to apply for grants 
under the community grant scheme. As it has been the practice to make 
grants to organisations involved in so~ial service type activities, 
has there bee~ 2 change of ~oli~y i~ that direction? 

The omission in the advertisement of any reference to organisations that 
perform social functions in the community' has been brought to my 
attention from many quarters of the Northern Territory. I would like 
to say, without any reservation at all, that there has been no change 
in policy, It is the wish of the Majority Party to assist any organ­
isation which contributes in any way aj: all. The last thing that this 
party would like to see is any erosion of the existing contribution 
that these organisations get. 

1817 Hrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING 

We are all aware that the Darwin Reconstruction Commission is closing 
down its operations in the Territory and I believe some technical and 
advisory staff have been given notice and are leaving. In view of 
this, is the public relations department of the DRC to be the last 
part of that organisation disbanded and will it remain on the payroll 
until the bitter end? 

I am aware, as is the honourable member, that the Darwin Reconstruction 
Commission .is to terminate its activities on 31 December. \·:ith regard 
tc the admir,istrative arrangements that must be made to ensure a sat-
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isfactory transition to other departments and to the co~unity gen­
erally, it will be important that most government departments have a 
direct liaison with regard to the technical and other fields. I have 
not seen anv details as to how the administrative arrangements will be 
made. I would hope that some of the public relations staff,at least, 
will remain until the bitter end, whether or not it would be the full 
department I do not know but I will certainly seek further information 
for the honourable member. 

1818 Mr STEELE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Does the operation of the Tender Board include obtaining a full finan­
cial appraisal of those companies and persons applying for a tender? 
Does the Tender Board require from tendering companies a list of the 
details of company directors? Is the Tender Board a fixed group of 
people and what are the qualifications of the board manbers? Is it a 
fact that a company owned approximately 75% by the Government recent­
ly lost a government contract? 

I do not have an answer to the first 3 parts of the question. To the 
last part, I do have an answer which is yes. A company which is 75% 
owned by the Government did los e a contract recently. I will get ans­
wers to the other parts of the question and advise the honourable 
member later this sittings. 

1819 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS 

ANS1.J'ER 

I refer to an announcement that agreement has bee71 reached "between the 
CommoUYlealth and the states on the preparation of a Fe'deral Companies 
Ac t applying thr.oughout the COImnonwealth of Australia to be admini­
stered by a joint administration on which the Commonwealth and the 
states would be represented. rask whether he or any other member of 
his administration has been consulted on this matter or in the matter 
of Territory participation in the joint adlnlnistration or the new 
federal act:. lithe answer is no,'ii1ill he j,ress stronglY a claim that 
the Territory should be accorded full participation upon the same 
basis as the states1 

No approach has been made to me in this matter and I believe that no 
approach has been made to the Cabinet Member with responsibilities 
in the field of law. I think the answer is probably no" and that be­
ing so I will follow up the claims of the Northern Territory along 
the lines suggested by .the honourable member for Port Darwin. To get 
confirmation of the situation I suggest that the first part of the 
question at least might be redirected to the Cabinet Member for Law. 

1820 Mr WITHNALL to Miss ANDREW 

ANSWER 

I redirect the first part of the question to the Cabinet Member for 
Law. 

The answer is no. This matter was brought to my attention after a visit 
by myself, the Hajority Leader and the Deputy Hajority Leader last 
week. I have had discussions with the Hinister, Hr Roward, and there 
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was a meeting on 11 Harch to which the Territory was not invited. I 
asked why .. They said that the ACT was not invited either·so I pointed 
out that there I,-as a grave difference between the state of constitu­
tional development in the 2 territories. I understand that Mr Roward 
will contact me this afternoon to discuss the matter. 

1821 Mr BALLAl\'TYNE to Mr TUlfwORTH 

ANSWER 

When will the rebuilding of the Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern 
Terri tory commence and on what site will it be relocated? Is he aware 
that the statutory body has stored most of its very valuable artifact 
collections since the cyclone? In fact, the only exhibits that r' know 
of are the art works. 

I am aware of the difficulty that the MU$eums Board is having in stor­
ing its artifacts and other items of interest. In answer to the first 
part of the question, the rebuilding of a museum in this city has not 
been one of the first priorities of the DRC and understandably so. At 
the moment; it has been held up by the allocation of land. In a rec­
ent communication I had with the Chairman of the 'DRC concerning the 
allocation of land so that budget provisions could be made for a 
museum in. future, he advised me that the matte.r is being looked at, 
as it has been for· the past 2 years. 

1822 Mr KEl\~ISH to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

Has he any knowledge of a move to revive the annual Darwin Eisteddfod 
and has there been any support from the DRC in that direction? 

The answer to both questions is no. I have:1o knowledge in either in-
st(::lce. 

1823 MrV ALE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Will the report compiled by the Bureau of Transport Eco~omics on the 
Northern Territory freight and transport problems be made available 
to the public? 

When I attended the ATAC conference in Hobart several weeks ago, I did 
ask the Transport Minister about the current situation regarding 
that report. I have followed it up with a telegram this morning ask­
ing him if he could advise me when he expects the report to be tabl­
ed in the Federal Parliament. 

1824 Hr EVERINGHAM to Mr TAMBLIN:; 

In view of the apparent desire of the honourable member for Kightcliff 
has displayed in her earlier question to boost unemployment in Dar­
win by dismissing the ,entire public relations staff of the'DRC and 
the apparent desire of the honourable member for Arnhem to have the 
meinbers of the DRC sing for their supper, I ask I.,hether there are 
any plans in hand for the absorption amongst existing departments of 
members of the DRC staff? 
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ANSWER 

A number of the staff of the Darwin Reconstruction Commission are Aust­
ralian public servancs and have been either seconded or appointed to 
positions within the Darwin Reconstruction Commission. They will nat­
urally have the right to transfer back into the Australian Public 
Service. ,nth regard to people who were employed from outside the 
public service, I am aware that the ~finister for the Northern Terri­
tory has instructed that the full employment implications of all 
people employed should be carefully looked at and, wherever poss­
ible, they should be appointed' to positions that may be available in 
various departments. The Northern Territory Public Service would 
also be keen to look at the particular abilities and availabilities 
of certain staff of the Darwin Reconstruction Commission. 

1825 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

What is the 
Ordinance 

position regarding an amendment to the Local 
to ensure that bylaws made by the council are 

enforceab le? 

Government 
valid and 

Discussions have taken place between officers of the Finance and Local 
Government Department and the Corporation of the City of Darwin and 
tentative drafts have been prepared for examination by both the Dar­
win and Alice Springs Corporations. If the drafts are accepted by 
the corporations and the Northern Territory Cab:inet, they will be 
processed and amendments introduced into this Assembly. 

1826 Mr ROBERTSON to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Has a tender been let for road work from Larapinta Drive between Alice 
Springs and Jay Creek? If so, what is the nature of the work, who is 
the successful tenderer and what is ,the cost of that work? Has any 
decision bee" made on upgrading the Standley Chasm Road between Jay 
Creel<. and Scandley Chasm'? 

A tender has been let for the roadworks on Larapinta Drive between 
Alice Springs and Jay Creek. Concerning the second part of the ques­
tion, I have been informed that a press release has gone to the fed­
eral member for his information and to pass on to the press. I was un­
able to get that information and it cannot be release to anyone else; 
he has been designated to make the release. The upgrading of the par­
ticular section between Jay Creek turnoff to the major creek cross­
ing about a kilometre from the chasm itself, is on next year's draft 
program. 

1827 Mr WITHNALL to Mr TUXWORTH 

Is he aware that the double-storey flats in Mitchell Street, previously 
occupied by the Fire Brigade, are now occupied by some 50 people who 
have no authority to be there? Is he aware that there is no water con­
nected to the premises and these people are defecating in the yard of 
the premises? Is he aware also that the Department of Health has 
steadfastly refused to do anything about it, that the police have re­
fused to do anything about it and that every person in the administra­
tion of the Northern Territory who has been approached has refused to 
admit that it is his responsibility? Since it clearly is the honour-



QUeSTIONS w~THOUT NOTICE - Tuesday 15 March 1977 

ANSWER 

able member's responsibility, what is he going to do about it? 

The first thing that comes to mind would be to collect some rent. I am 
not aware of any of the claims made by the honourable member. I will 
look at the problem and report back again in this sitting as to what 
action should be taken and can be taken. 

1828 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Can he advise if a beef carcase classification chain is to be installed 
in the upgrading of the Alice Springs abattoir? 

A beef carcase classification chain which is proposed to be experiment­
ed with at other abattoirs throughout Australia will not be installed 
at the Alice Springs abattoirs during the upgrading project. This is 
perhaps unfortunate in some respects. I have spoken to the Department 
of Primary Industry and they advise that some 16 chains are to be in­
stalled on an experimental basiS at abattoirs throughout Australia, in 
all the mainland states but non,e in the Northern Territory or Tasman­
ia. Originally, there were to be 16 to be installed' costing some 
$25.000 each; however, with devaluation, the funds will only-now 
allow the purchase of 13 so the chances of getting one are remote. 
In fact, the department advis,es that it will not be possible and 
therefore a chain will not be installed at Alice Springs. 

1829 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

I understand that the preliminary report of the Electricity Connnission 
of Inquiry has been delivered to the Minister for the Northern Terri­
tory and I was wondering whether the honourable Cabinet Member would 
find it possible t~ t2~le a ~cpy ~~ ~113t report in t~is HG~se at his 
earliest convenience? 

The minister concerned is actually the Minister for Construction. I 
have been' in touch with the Minister's office since he has received 
the report and have asked if he would be able to let me have a copy 
of the interim report for tabling in this House, He has advised that, 
as this report is not the final report and as the connnittee has 
still to complete its investigations. in order that the committee's 
further investigations will not be prejudiced, the Minister had de­
cided not to make this interim report public. The committee members 
will be returning to Darwin during April and the Minister expects to 
receive the final report by the end of May. That report will be made 
public. 

1830 Hrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDRE\~ 

ANShTER 

\fuen is it expected, if at all, that uniformed police will again be 
identified either by number or by name? 

The ~anner is under review. 
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1831 Mr MANUEIJ.. to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Has the Cabinet Member, following representations made ear l.~er to the 
Federal Hinister for Transport, received any advice from that Federal 
Minister as to the restructuring of fare costs between Alice Springs 
and Sydney? 

I have not received any further notification from the Minister for 
Transport. I have, however, spoken to senior employees of one of the 
airlines and explained the problem to them. The initial reaction was 
that they would do something about it and I intend to follow that up 
and ensure that they do in fact have a look at thefare structure be­
tween Alice Springs and Sydney. I took the trouble to measure the dis­
tances and work out the approximate mileage, and there is a differ­
ence of approximately 300 kilometres going through Adelaide to Syd­
ney rather than direct from Alice Springs to Sydney, so there is a 
fairly significant distance plus tbe inconvenience of having to land 
and take off one extra time. I bope tbat the companies concerned will 
take tbe necessary action. I intend to follow it up to see that they 
do. 

1832 Mr ROBERTSON to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

~~at action has the Department of Construction taken over the past 2 
years to complete the Dowsett houses at Papunya and Areyonga? When 
will work be effected to complete construction? 

I have been in touch witb the Department of Construction. Unfortunately, 
they were unable to give me the ans,ver before the Assembly sat this 
morning b ut I bope that I will have ita ft er lunch. 

1833 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Can he advise this Assembly the outcome of a conference held in Adelaide 
last week concerning the need to upgrade the Stuart Highway to South 
Australia? 

The conference held in Adelaide on Saturday was reasonably successful. 
There was quite a large roll-up of people who were interested. There 
were the members of ,the Chamber of Commerce including the president 
and vice-president from Alice Springs, the federal members, Mr Calder 
and Senator Kilgariff. There were also representatives from industry 
and the pastoral industry in South Australia as well as opposition 
members of the South Australian Parliament. The question of the road 
into the Northern Territory was discussed at some length and some­
thing which I think in the Northern Territory we have been aware of 
for some time was confirmed, that the road is a very important link 
to the Territory. I think South Australians are at last coming to 
realise that the road link is an important link to them, particularly 
to their industry. I think they realise now that because of the seal­
ing of the road from Queensland and the subsequent use of that road by 
a large number of truck operators their business with the Northern 
Territory has been reduced. 
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The day before the meeting, I.went to see the Ninister for Transport in 
South Australia to ask him what the current situation is regarding 
any future work on the highway. I may ·hffiTe mentioned at the last sit­
tings that, with the road funds as they are this yea ..... , most states 
are extremely unhappy with the amount of money being given for the up­
grading of roads in Australia, and South Australia W<iS amongst them. 
The Minister informed me that, in view of the fact that they have had 
insufficfent funds granted to th~m this year, there is a very strong 
possibility that they will reduce the amount of work that they were 
going to do next year, which was to seal a section of road between 
Port Augusta and Pimba. It is quite likely ,according to' the Minister, 
that this will even be taken off the program in South Australia next 
year, 'which means that the Stuart Highway is going backwards instead 
of forwards. That is one of the reasons I proposed that motion to be 
debated tomorrow. I am hoping that South Australia will also keep the 
pressure on. The purpose of this meeting also was to ensure that the 
federal members interested will also, in the form of submissions which 
have been asked for from all people intere~ted, be putting the press­
ure on the Federal Government to make funds available. 

1834 Mr MANUEU to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Has he had any indication from the Federal Minister responsible for the 
Australian Boradcasting Commission or Telecom about the connection of 
Alice Springs with the microwave link? When can Alice Springs expect 
to be connected with that link and receive and enjoy current televis­
ion programs as enjoyed by other states? 

I do not have any information as to when that is likely to happen -but I 
will attempt to find out and advise the honourable member for Alice 
Springs later in the sittings. 

1835 (Number not used) 

1836 Mr STEELE to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Are new primary schools for Darwin being designed for the 3-tier school 
system? 

The answer to that question is no. Preliminary investigations in Darwin 
are now being conducted in all sections of the community to determine 
whether or not such an arrangement as the 3-tier school system best 
suits Darwin's needs. . 

1837 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr POtLOCK 

Recently, Canada, the United States, Russia and, to a lesser ~tent, 
Japan, unilaterally declared 200 mile prohibited fishing zones off 
their coasts. Now that countries such as Japan, Korea and FOrIDasa 
have been chased out of coastal t~aters off Russia, Alaska, Canada and 
the Dni ted States will the Federal Government take any action to 
counter what will obviously become a massive move-by all those fish­
ing countries to fish in waters off the Australian coast and serious­
ly deplete our fisheries reserves? 
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ANSWER 

The matter of the 200-mile limit has bee,n of some contention throughout 
the world for some time, My understanding is that the Commonwealth 
Government I s attitude has been not to take unilateral action but 
rather to get a consensus and to act in concert with an internation­
ally defined agreement. He have been waiting and no action internat­
ionally has been agreed upon. I understand that the countries of the 
South Pacific region had a conference in Suva last year and resolved 
that if the forthcoming Law of the Sea Convention did not make a 
decision on the matter, then all countries in the South Pacific reg­
ion would act in concert to implement the 200-mile sea limit. This is 
the situation at the moment, If the next conference on the law of the 
sea does not agree on the matter, then the countries of the South 
Pacific will act in concert and implement the 200-mile limit. 

1838 Mr DONDAS to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSI-lER 

What facilities will there be available at the Casuarina Hospital for 
the training of nurses? 

I have had further advice from the Department of Health concerning 
training schemes for nurses. It is intended that a school of general 
nursing and a school of midwifery nursing will be established at the 
Casuarina Hospital. Students from the school of general nursing will 
spend time in both Casuarina and Darwin Hospitals whilst gaining 
clinical experienc~. I have also another comment to make about the 
possible use of the Alice Springs Hospital as a training centre: the 
department is still of the opinion that it will remain as, a major 
school for training nursing ,aides, in the future. 

1839 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN 

ANSI-lER 

I ask this question en behalf of the honourable member for Elsey. Is he 
aware of ha':G3hip ;'",ing -:.aused to residents in the Victoria River 
district by the failure of the Government to provide reasonable 
access over the King River on the Victoria Highway? 

I am aware of the problems that exist on the Victoria Highway with re­
gard to the King River bridge. I believe that the King River bridge is 
not on the program for upgrading and I have found out that, while the 
Victoria Highway is being designated a national highway, there is some 
proposed corridor study to establish where the road is going to run as 
a national highway. This is news to me and if it is in fact true it 
would appear that we have once again seen the abuse of a corridor 
study being thrown up which as far as I am concerned only holds up the 
upgrading of any highway. In fact, I think that might be a problem we 
will strike with the Barkly Highway. 'So things do not look all that 
good out on the Victoria Highway. But we will keep pressing and hope 
that we will get something done to upgrade the bridge as well as many 
of the other trouble spots which occur in the Northern Territory road 
system. 
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1840 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr TAMBLINS 

ANSWER 

1841 

ANSWER 

Is the honourable member 'aware or the proposal to rezone lot 4589 Fresh­
water Road, Jingili? This is presently held under an agricultural 
lease and to what use does the applicant for rezoning intend to put 
the land? Are there any obj ections to the proposal and, if so, how 
many? 

I am aware of an application by a proposed developer of the site in 
Freshwater Road. I believe the applicant isa sporting association 
whichwould like to use the lease for both recreational and clubhouse 
facilities. It has been advertised and objections have been invited. 
I have not yet seen any resubmission of the proposal with any objec­
tions. 

Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING 

Is he aware that Lands Branch is sending out letters to holders of Dar­
win town leases who have residentia~ leases and who presently have 
caravans on those blocks advising them that the leases wiil be for­
feited unless they move the caravans within 28 days? I am seeking to 
know whether there was any liaison between Lands Branch and the DRC 
before this action was taken. 

I am aware that there has been consultation with the Danlin Reconstruc­
tion Commission and the Corporation of the City of Darwin with regard 
to a number of very unsatisfactory caravan tenancies, if I can call 
them that, on residential allotments in Darwin and that the matter is 
currently under review. I am not surprised that the Lands Branch may 
have taken action where these unsatisfactory situations have been 
;Li.;;;ilighted. I · ..... -0...:13 bc keel. ~o lea.::Tl Cl ar.y sit'u.;...tlor,s wht!rE: the: 
honourable member may belieVe>. that the Lands Branch has acted gen­
erally rather than looking at specific cases. 

1842 Mr VALE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

This question is asked on behalf of the honourable member for Barkly. 
Can he advise what the position is regarding the removal of kerbside 
petrol pumps in Tennant Creek? 

For some time the petrol bowsers in Tennant Creek, where there are a 
number of them still on footpaths, has been a very lively topic in 
that community. The Town 'Management Board and the Department of the 
Northern Territory were actively involved in it. My department has 
been looking very carefully at this over the last couple of months and 
we have now reached an agreement with the Department of the Northern 
Territory that any action will be deferred until an auction for a 
future service station site has taken place. In addition, an extension 
to the existing service station site will be permitted to allow re­
building.and installation of the pumps in an acceptable location. 

1843 Hr HANUELL to M~ TA!1BLIl-C 

Have tenders yet been called for 
the Todd River in Alice Springs 

the construction of the bridge over 
and, if so, when do tenders close? 
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AN S\-lE R 

When is it expected that work will commence on che contract and does 
he have any idea of the completion date of that bridge? 

I ask him to place that question on notice. 



lR44 Mr FVEI'TNCHAl-l to '{iss ANDRE~! 

ANSWER 

lly "uestion is of Darticular relevance because late last· year we saw 
the passa<ie of the Counter Disaster 0rdinance~ Is the honourable Cah­
inet Memher aware of che stress that l.tas caused to residents of low 
lying property along Rapid Creek last night by flooding, and the 
further distress which may he expecte.d later today when the tide 
~omes in? If so, what steps have. been taken to alleviate this dis­
tress'! Are accommodation centres being made ready if these are to be 
needed and are sandbags to be placed in position to attempt to miti­
gate damage to the houses? 

Yes, I am aware of the flooding danger at Rapid Creek. The Director of 
Emergency Services and members of his department and representatives 
of the Police Force are currently out in the area conducting a sur­
vey as to what is best to do. I will report to the House the results 
of that survey later in the day. 

1845 Mrs LlIHRIE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

A report relating to the Cyclone Tracy Relief Trust Fund was tabled in 
the Federal 'House last month. Why has that report not been tabled in 
this' House? 

I believe the report referred to by the honourable member was a routine 
monthly report or several of them that were tabled in the Federal 
House. I will seek to obtain a copy and have it tabled. 

1846 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Is he able to tell me when the contract is to be let for the building 
of the Dripstone High School?-

I have constantly, over the past few months, sought information from 
the Darwin Reconstruction Commission as to the progress with the 
plans to construct the Dripstone High School. During the first week 
of this sitting I answered a question to the effect that the Gov­
ernment had not as yet replied to the Darwin Reconstruction Commiss­
ion's requests for permission to go to tender before the end of the 
financial ye.ar. I believe the situati.on may still be the same at the 
moment. However, I \-,ill undl!rtake to get t~le information today and 
supply it to the honourable member. 

1847 Hr EVERINGHAN to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Hp. has no doubt seen news reports recently in relation to the Land and 
Business Agents Ordinance which was passed through the Legislative 
Council in 1974. Why has the ordinance not yet come into effect? 

The Land and Business Agents Ordinance has been with the drafting off­
ice for some considerable time awaiting modifications so that it 
could be brought into effect. The ordinance as it was passed through 
the then Legislative Council left much to be desired. The structure 

\ 
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of the board which, was to be set up was quite unsatisfactory. It 
seems that there had been insufficient consultation with the govern­
ment departments who would have responsibility for administering the 
ordinance at the time that ,the ordinance was being drafted and pass­
ed through the House. I have done an extensive amount of work on the 
ordinance and made recommendations to the people who write up draft­
ing instructions. The bill is bogged along with many others in the 
system because we are faced with a shortage of drafting facilities. 
The Majority Party is as anxious as the Northern Territory Real 
Estate Institute is to get this ordinance into effect so that there 
is some control, particularly over the trust account activities of 
real estate agents in the Northern Territory. 

1848 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Is he aware that in Alice Springs there are 
and that fees are apparently being collected 
building scaffoldings? Will he undertake 
scaffolding inspector appointed immediately 
spection fees suspended? 

no scaffolding inspectors 
for the inspection of 

to have either a building 
or to have those in-

I have an answer somewhere here on my desk. It would appear it has been 
misplaced. I am afraid I will have to find the answer and relay it 
to the honourable member as soon as I can. 

1849 Mr KENTISH to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

1850 

ANSWER 

Are Aboriginal children required by law to attend school in the same 
way as white children are? 

Yes, the Education Ordinance in the Northern Territory does not differ­
entiate between Aboriginal children and non-Aboriginal children, so 
in fact I t.::1iers!:.:.:uc A!.1original chi::'ci:=e:;. sre: lega::i.ly obli6ed to 
attend school. 

Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING 

Can he give any indication as to the fate of the demountable units 
purchased by the DRC for use by the Department of the Northern Terri­
tory? When is it expected that vacated units will be disposed of and 
has the method of disposal been decided, will it be by auction or by 
what method? 

I am aware that the demountables are the property of the Government. A 
number of them were purchased by the Darwin Reconstruction Commiss­
ion and a number of them were purchased prior to funds being made 
available to the Darwin Reconstruction Commisiion. The commission has 
currently under review a recommendation to go to the Minister on how 
the demountables ought to be disposed of and the Minister for the 
Northern Territory has also instructed his department to ascertain 
what community interests are expressed in this; for eKample, should 
a number of the demountable toilet and facility blocks be made avail­
able to the city corporation, should service clubs and community 
organisations such as Old Timers Homes - not necessarily in Darwin -
have access to them. I am aware that the ~'~inister has commissioned a 
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1851 

ANSWER 

study of the implications 
groups and the terms and 
able. 

Mr DONDAS to Hr TUXWORTH 

of making the money available to community 
conditions that Treasury would find accept-

Why has the new wingof the Katherine Hospital not been used? 

I will obtain the information for the honourable member,. 

1852 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Can he advise whether it is a fact that, as early a~ 1974, plans were 
designed for the augmentation of the sewerage system at Rapid Creek 
and. if that is a fact, why has the contract not been let before to­
day? 

The design of the sewerage requirements for Rapid Creek was carried 
out in 1974. Cyclone Tracy had a major impact on the Darwin commun­
ity late in that year and, as a result, a large proportion of the 
area was naturally affected by what became known as the surge area. 
Further, there were insufficient funds in the i974-75 works program 
for the contract to go ahead. I am now advised that the job will go 
to tender on Thursday 17 March. 

1853 Mr DONDAS to Hr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

I ask this question on behalf of the member for Elsey. Has Treasury 
made a decision on the request for surplus transportable buildings 
for the Old Timers Home in r~therine? 

This matter is relat ed to the study that the Hinister for the Northern 
Territory has commissioned with regard to the use and financial im­
plications of making demountables available to community org~nisa­

tions. I am not aware that Treasury has finalised the terms and con­
ditions under which such units can be transferred to community org­
anisations. 

1854 Hr BALLANTYNE to Hiss ANDREW 

ANS\~ER 

On 1 Harch, I asked a question about the police boat at Nhulunbuy and 
the Cabinet Member gave me an answer with which I was not too happy. 
Is the 16 \foot boat with the 35 'hp motor only an interim measure to 
help overcome the problem and will the commissioner give considera­
tion in the future to buying a much larger boat to go out into the 
ocean and provide a rescue service in that area? ' 

The provl.sl.on of boats or other equipment is always' governed by finan­
cial restriction. The provision of the 16 foot motor boat for Nhul­
unbuy was the best that could be done under the current financial 
arrangement. Further consideration to the whole scope 0: the provis­
ion of boats for police forces throughout the North~rn Territory, 
whether it be for crossing rivers in the Tennant Creek area or in 
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tite coastal situation, is being reviewed by thE: planning and research 
section of the police force and consideration i~ being given to other 
types of boats. 

1855 Mr VALE to Miss ANDREW 

ANSHER 

Are there any proposals to increase the number of police officers on 
settlements from 2 to 3 and, in those other re.'llote areas whe.re there 
is one officer, to increase the number to 2? 

The police force would be cinly too delighted to have a minl;;;u.1l of 3 
officers on these settlements. The placement of police officers is 
governed by the ceil:l.ng restrictions placE:Q on the Northern Terri­
tory Public Service and there are only so many men to go around. 
There will be a continuation of this policy of 2 men and, in some 
situations, 1 man on the settlements until such time as the numeri­
cal strength of the police force is increased. 

1856 Mrs LAWRIEto Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

At th~ last sitting I spoke cif illiteracy in Northern Territory schools. 
Has he discussed this problem with the Director of Education? Has 
he received any advice from the director, if so, could he advise 
this House? Further, is it his intention to make representation for 
special remedial teachers co be made available to overcome the in­
credible problem of illiteracy? 

If I recall correctly, the honourable 
these sittings related to a number 
pists which were still vacant. 

member's question earlier in 
of positions for speech thera-

Mrs Lawrie: No, it had nothing to do with speech therapists. 

Mr PERRON: If the honourable member is referring to her adjournment 
debate speech, no, I have not studied it in detail at this stage nor 

. made any represen~ations on her behalf to the C'irector of Education. 

1857 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

Is he aware of a virus in the Territory called the Roys River Virus? 
If so, can he tell me if there has been any research done on this 
virus in recent years? Is he aware that there have been cases rec-
ently I understand in the Nhulunbuy area, and have there been cases 
known in the Darwin-Top End area in recent times? 

I must confess I have no knowledge of any virus called the Ross River 
Virus. In reply to the rest of the member's question, I ,,,ill en­
deavour to get the answers for him during this sittings\ 

1858 Mr EVERINGHAM to Dr 'LETTS 

I was very pleased to see the report in last night's paper of a re­
distribution plan. ~~at type of machinery will have to-be set up to 
carry out the proposed redistribution and how long might that take? 
Is it possible that seats such as Port Darwin \"hich have lost 1 ,000 
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ANSHER 

constituents might disappear in the redistribution? 

r was also pleased to see that the ~inister has decided to initiate a 
redistribution following representations which I have made to him 
for some time. The machinery is set out in the Northern Territory 
Administration Act. The announcement said that a committee would be 
established within a month but I hope that it will be earlier. Two 
of the 3 members of the cpmmittee are prescribed by the Northern 
Territory Administration Act so there is really only one member to 
be appointed. On the assumption that it could be set up within the 
next fortnight, I do not believe that it has a very large task to 
do because some of the mat ters .which it has to take into considera­
tion have no doubt already been considered by the committee which 
was set up in 1974 for this purpose. The physical features have not 
changed, the means of communication have. not changed to a great ex­
tent and the diversity of interest has not changed markedly. Thus, 
it will be mainly a redistribution based on distribution of popula­
tion. I do not think that the committee will have a very prolonged 
task in drawing lines on a map and publishing those maps in the 
Northern Territory Gazette. I am not trying to pre-empt the work of 
the committee but I think that, >.fth the information that they have 
available, probably 2 to 3 weeks would be sufficient to consider the· 
population distribution. On publication of the maps, they would have 
to wait 30 days for public comment and reaction to· those maps. That 
would take US lip until early May and, after examining the public 
cpmment, they submit their final report to the Minister and the elec­
toral boundaries become fixed. It seems that the whole thing could be 
done by the end of May. 

As far as Port Darwin elect&rate is concerned, the committee has to 
tak~ into account the population figures as well as electoral roll 
figures and 2 sets of figures have been issued in the last day or so 
which illustrate the discrepancies becween those. For example, 
Victoria River is one of the biggest electorates in terms of total 
population but it is not so high in terms of people on the electoral 
roll. If Port Darwin is to disappear by virtue of its diminution of 
numbers, and that is a job for the electoral committee to decide, I 
would be quite happy to accept it as an extension of the Darwin Har­
bour which is at present in my electorate. 

1859 Mr STEELE to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Is it true that the shipping of livestock will again take place through 
the port of Darwin,what numbers of cattle and buffalo are expected 
and are shipping facilities availabLe to satisfy the needs of the 
exporters? 

I understand that live herd cattle shipments are to recommence through 
Darwin but, at the moment, the facilities are not available. I have 
asked the departments for advice on the matter and will advise the 
honourable member during this sittings. 

1860 Mr KENTISH to Mr RYAN 

Is he aware of any proV1s~on in the estimates for the sealing of the 
branch road to Umbakumba on Groote Eylandt? 
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ANSWER 

I am not aware of any prOV1.S1.on for the sealing of the Umbakumba Road 
but I will be~k the information. 

1861 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Has his attention been drawn to the fact that a sewerage inspection 
pit in Conigrave Street Fannie Bay has overflowed during every wet 
season for the last 15 years and, if so, has he invited the atten­
tion of the Department of Reconstruction to this problem? 

My attention has not been drawn recently to this problem. However, I 
will make the necessary representations. 

1862 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Is he yet ab le to answer my question concernj.ng building scaffolding 
inspectors? 

I have fOUnd the answer but I am not all that happy with it. I will 
discuss it further with the department because I do not think it 
answers the question satisfactorily. 

1863 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr PERRON: The honourable member for Alice Springs asked me whether. it 
is true that there is·no uniformity of curriculum amongst senior and 
junior schools in the Northern Territory and, if so, why there is 
not. He also asked whether the Northern Territory Director of Educa­
tion has control over :he curriculum standards of these schools. A 
reply has been supplied to me by the department: 

For an prinv.l'y schools in the Northern Te1"f'itory, there are re­
commended COUl'se outlines in an subjects. The diversity of our 
schools denv.nds an extensive range of recommended courses to be 
avaiZahle. Not aU of these are always in print as limitations on 
funds and printing facilities make it impossible to keep up with the 
high turn over in staff and consequent loss of published materials. 
Most schools have recommended courses in most subjects and have 
access to those that they lack through the curricuZum advisers 
services upon de~nd. The professional judgment of teachers 
detennines the manner in which the courses will be used and, on many 
occasions, such of the options available as will best suit a part­
icular school or group of children within a sc-hooz. 

Particularly upon matters where cormrunity values a.r>e not clear, 
community participation in such decisions is required. An e:rnmple 
would be in the elements of cuZtural education programs in Aboriginal 
communities or choice of vernacular language for a bilingual program. 
This is much Zess likely to happen where the recommended guickZines 
on writing, l'eading and mathemc.tics are concerned. 

Secondary schooZEf are all constrained bi; the fact tr..at{ the South 
Australian F-ub lic Examination Board' s matT'icu~ation wiz?' be taken by 
all those wh~ pZan to go on to tertiary education. This influences 
all leveZs of secondary education and it is argued tha:t, where so 
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smalL a proportion of children actually seek a .t~tic;!:, education, 
the strength of the influence may well be inapproprwr;e and even 
danuging. Teachers are very aware of this and various programs are 
under way to try to protect ,the best interests of those for whon a 
tertiary education is not likely. Some 80% in the Northem Te:r:ritory 
wiU quite ceT"ta~'niy not seek te:rtiaY";:! education. Within the last 
year a scheme both to promote and cont:rol the development of more 
appropriate courses for such students has been underway. A 
registration corrmittee of the Northern Territory Division of the 
Australian DepaI'tment of Education checks the planning and docu­
mentation of all yea:r-ll and year-12 courses which are not directed 
to the Matriculation examination. A register of these courses will be 
published within the next few weeks as it is currently in draft for-m. 
Courses included in this register will be availabk upon request from 
either the school or the head office of the division in Darwin and 
only these, or recommended South Austraiian courses, may be included 
in the Northern Te:r:ritory School Leavers Certificate Tor year 11 and 
12. school leCDJers. 

1864 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr TAMBLING: The honourable member for Nightcliff asked questions with 
regard to the widening of Trower Road and what provlslon has been 
made for this to commence this year or next year. The information 
that has been supplied to me is that the proposal to widen Trower 
Road in Nightcliff involves a 2-stage program. The first stage. the 
widening of the outbound lane' between Nightcliff Road and Oliver 
Street, went to tender on 17 March this year. The second stage, the 
widening of the inbound lane, has been pr~posed for the 1977-78 fin­
ancial year. Such a proposal, of cOurse requires the approval of the 
Federal Government and, if such approval is granted, it is proposed 
that stage 2 (comnence after stage 1 has been completed. 

1865 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr TAMBLING: The other question asked of me by the honourable member 
for Nightcliff related to the Bagot Speedway, as to what it would be 
relocated, where it is to be relocated and whether any money had been 
made available for its relocation. The additional information pro­
vided to me is that the relocation of the Bagot Speedway is related 
to the proposed development of the residential subdivision adjacent 
to the present speedway site. No date for any relocation of the 
speedway has been set but a proposal to change its site has been put 
forward for the next financial year. The proposal has yet to be con­
sidered by the Federal Government. If approved, the proposal for the 
relocation of the speedway involves the development of a new site at 
the eastern end of the Darwin airport runway. No funds have been 
expended on the proposal to date. 

1866 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr RYAN: The honourable member for Tiwi asked whether the sealing of 
Whi tewood Road will take p lace in the financial year 1977 -78. Th e 
answer is tnat no proposal to extend the sealing of Whitewood Road 
has been included in the proposals for the next financial year. How­
ever, at present a program of safety sign posting is being under­
taken on this road. 

1867 ANSIVER TO QUESTION 

Hr RYAN:' The honourable member for Tiwi asked me about the building oE 
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. 
an engineering workshop.-The following information has been supplied 
to me: "It is the intention of the owners of Lot 5, Section 2190, 
Bagot to build an engineering workshop on that land. The approximate 
dimensions of the proposed building are 115 feet by 52 feet. A per­
mit to construct the buildiag was issued on 19 October 1976." 

1868 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr RYArf: I was asked a question about the Taylor Creek bridge. There 
was some doubt about its stability. I have been assured by the 
Department of Construction that the bridge has not moved. As I 
speculated earlier, the b;.-idge is located on a corner and there is 
super elevation on the bridge which gives the impression that it is 
leaning one I.ay. 

1869 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr TUXWORTH: Yesterday I received a question from the honourable mem­
ber for Port Darwin concerning the illegal occupancy of a set of 
double storey flats in Mitchell Street. The Department of Health 
has provided the following answer: "The building referred to is con­
trolled by the Department of the Northern Territory and it is to be 
t rans ferred to the Department of Health for use as a sobering up 
centre and headquarters for the Darwin Fotmdation for Drug and Al­
cohol Dependency. The Department of the Northern Territory is 
currently in contact with Crown Law concerning the eviction of illeg­
al squatters and believes it is quite false for the honourable mem­
ber to say that the Department of Health and the Department of the 
Northern Territory have refused to take action. 
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18-70 MrDONDAS to. Dr LE'ITS 

ANSWER 

gas the Cemmenwealth Gevernment been 
pelicycencerning ~he2 kilemetr€s 
Has the Gevernment' stated a policy 

\' 

asked. fer a clea,r statement ef /i ts 
ef sea adjeining Aberiginal land? 

and, if se" what is that pelicy? 

( Thg answer is yes, ,On 7 February thi~ year, I made a fermal request to. 
the Gevernment'threugh the Minister fer the Nerthern Territery to. in­
dicate the pelicy en' the 2 kilemetre cff-shOre sea /ewnership. I 
peinted cut that a number ef ministeh were invelved including the 
Minister fer Primary Industry who. issues Cemmenwealth ,fishing lic­
~nces, the Minister fe~ Naticnal Reseurceswhc is cencerned with eff­
shcre exploratien and reseurces, ,'the Minister fer Envirepment who. is 
cencerned with marine' parks "(here they eccur eff the Australian ceast­
lin~, the Minister fer the, Northern Territcry, the Minister fer Aber­
iginal Affairs and pessibly scme ether \Commonwealth Ministers - ,I 
seught a collective ge"<iernment view en the matter but I have net yet 
received that view,' l 

1871 Mr MANU ELL to. Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Is any prcvisicn made by the Department cf the Ncrthern Territcry fcr 
the lcading cf, livesteck cntc aircraft at the Alice Springs airpert? 
If there is no prev~s~en at the present time, is there any plan by the 

! department to. previde these facilities, thereby pemitting the expcrt 
,ef live cattle by air frem Alice Springs apd'the Central Australi~ 
r·egien? 

At pres~nt there are ne facilities at the Alice Springs airpcrt fer the 
leading cf live cattle cnte aircraft. I had a preliminary discussien 
a ,ccuple of weeks age with a departmental efficer about the matter 
and it is'eur feeling that if a n~ed(arises, for the lcading ef live­
steck,at Alice Springs, then the use ef portable yards and facilities 
ceuld be quite eaSily made available and there weuld net be any great 
problem in previding the facility at relatively short notice. I am 
quite ccnfident that" if scmething more positive er "mere long-term 

_was needed., then the a'pprepriate steps wculd be taken in that regar~.1 

1872 Mr VALE to. Miss ANDREW 

,Will she give, ccnsid~rai:ion to. placing an additional police offic~r 
\ tempcrarily at settlements, en pay week~nds? ( 

ANSWER 
\ \J. ~ 

Certainly consider<;lticn /will be given to. this but, as I stated ~n my, 
answer yesterday. restricticns cn bcth finance and manpcwer make this 
virtually impcssible at the memento ( 

1873 ~rs LAWRIE to. Dr LETTS 

Is he aware that the RuJ.es of the Supreme Cc'urt Ordinance are ne,t 
available anywhere in the Territery; ene has" to. write to. Canberra fcr 
cepies?Weuld he take immediate steps to. see that copies are made 
available in the Territcryfer pecple wish~g tb purchase them? 
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ANSWER 

I ,was not aware of this and I thank the honourable member for drawing 
it to my attention. I will do the best I can ,in conjunction with the 
Cabinet Member for Law to see that the needs of the people of the· 
Northern Territory are met in this regard. 

1874 . Mr' ,STEELE to Hr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Will the financial collapse of the Parkes group of companies last week 
have any affect on the Katherine meatworks? 

I am advised that the coll(!pse of the Parkes group of companies last 
we'ek will not have any affect on the operation of the Katherine meat­
works, There is no financial connection between the two operations al­
though the principal of the Parkes group of companies is a member of 
the board of the company which does, have connections with the Kather­
ine abattoir. The connection, is no more than a manpower situation and 
there is no financial implication. 

1875 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

Can he' advise me to what extent the latest Aboriginal claims for land 
cover the Northern Territory? 

I can provide some information. 'Claims are still' being lodged through 
the latn:lcouncils wit,h the office of the Interim Land Commissioner. 
There is difficulty in obtaining' some details of these claims. T:he 
Interim Land Commissioner can indicate th'\: name of a ,particular claim 
but not always the act~al details of the total area involved in each" 
claim. The office of the Department of Aboriginal Affairs also has 

"some information in this regard. The Hoodward Repor.t suggested that, 
on c:!.2.':":r.::', 'Je:'ng rec~~· .. ~ejt ·the~! shoi.....lci ::'t transn.itt02J to the Depart­
ment of the Northern Territory so that the Lands Branch there can 
have this information and examine it. I understand that this is not 
the ge~eral rule, that' 'there are considerable delays in obtaining 
that information and l it is not always possible to obtain it in detail. 
However, I have been attempting to map the known claims that have been 
'lodged as they come in and I have a rough map prepared. I am trying to 
'get this done in the form of a properly printed map which would be 
available to members of this Assembly. I hold up this copy which in-' 

'", 
dicates in terms of the coloure~ areas the extent of /the claims now 
officially l~dged with the Land Commissioner and indicate thac'to 
the best of my calculations this now represents some 35% of the land 
area of the Northern T~rritory. I, am still working on th~s and. I w,ill ' 
provide, further details to the honourab,le member as soo'tt as they are 
available. 

1876 Mr" STEELE to Dr LETTS 

Is it a fact that the Right Honourable Malcolm Fraser is involved in a 
company that,.. has some organisational or management eff~ct in 'the 
Northern Territory? Is it true that there is a land claim on that 
cattle property? 
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ANSWER 

I cannot answer the question with any degree of accuracy. The only con­
nection that I know is that one of Mr Fraser's relatives was a" member 
of the board of a cattle station in the Northern Territory. I under­
stand there is now a claim over part of that station, 

1877 Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN 

ANS'V,TER 

What effect, if any, has the cutback on the day labour force within the 
Department of Construction had? If the cutback in day labour has had 
a detrimental effect, has the private sector been able to take up the 
s lack that has been c reat ed? 

The government attitude towards the public sector has been to reduce 
staff wherever possible. This is reflected in the Department of Con­
struction and I believe that there are some problems being encounter. 
ed in the day to day operation of certain types of work. The day lab. 
our force has been fairly active over past y~ars in the Northern Ter­
ritory carrying "out emergency repairs and also general maintenance. 
As a result of the reductions, it was hoped that the private sector 
could pick up the slack. It does appear, however, that certain types 
of work are difficult to handle through the tender system. Documents 
have to be prepared and then the normal time lapse occurs between the 
calling of the tenders and the letting of the tenders. With a day 
labour force, the supervisor is able to inspect a road and then de­
ploy part of the day labour fo"rce to carry out the work. Whilst there 
has been a certain picking up of the work by the private sector, the 
Government should look closely at its attitude to the day labour 
force and make sure that they do not leave us in a situation where 
emergency work cannot be carried out because of red tape. 

1878 Hr MANUELL to Hr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

What was the total amount spent by the Commonwealth Government in recon­
structing Darwin after the cyclone? 

I am sure honourable members will appreciate that the Commonwealth Gov­
ernment's contribution to the reconstruction of Darwin has been quite 
substantial. It is basically funded through a number of agencies: the 
Darwin Reconstruction Commission which handles the civil works pro­
gram that the Commonwealth takes as a liability, the Northern Terri­
tory"Housing Commission and also the special 6% loan scheme conducted 
by the Home Finance Trustee. The figures that have been made available 
to me - and I will round them off to the nearest million for convenr 
ience - show that an amount of $22m was spent on restoration work in 
the first 6-month period after the cyclone, that is, Comm~nwealth res­
toration of a capital nature; the Darwin Reconstruction CQmmission 
has spent in its program to date approximately $21lm; the Northern 
Territory Housing Commission has spent on capital projects in the 
same period approximately $29m; and the Home Finance Trustee for the 
6% reconstruction loan has provided $22m. That gives a total at this 
stage of $284m. I would point out that a considerable proportion of 
the expenditure by the Darwin Reconstruction Commission and the North. 
ern Territory Housing Commission would have been expended in the nor­
mal course of events under the civil works program. 



QUESTIONS WI'IHOUT NarICE - Thursday 17 March 1977 

1879 Mr DO~~AS to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

How many blocks of industrial land in the Darwin arda have been auction­
ed by the Department of' che NT each year since 1970 and what was the 
average price paid for land per block at each of these auctions? 

I sought to have answers to these questions yesterday from the Lands 
Branch and so far I have failed to get those answers. I have no option 
but to ask the honourable membe,r for Casuarina to place the questions 
on notice. 

1880 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

In the adjournment debate last night, I advised him I would be asking 
for answers to questions relating to the Cyclone Tracy Trust Fund. I 
have discussed the matter with the honourable member so there is no 
need to repeat the question in detail. When can the answers be 
expected? 

I have made representation to the Minister's office and to officers who 
service the trust fund for the information. I am sure that the honour­
able member will appreciate that it is complex to get some of this 
information out and the department is seeking to do so today. The 
Minister for the Northern Territory is absent overseas and the matter 
will have to be referred to the Acting Minister's office. I was ad­
vised this morning that hopefully the answers would be available thiS 
afternoon. 

1881 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Would he also attempt to obtain an answer to the question I asked him 2 
days ago as to why the monthly reports from the Cyclone Tracy Relief 
Trust Fund have not Leen tabled in this House? 

I have already asked for that information. 

1882 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

When will the next industrial land auction be held? 

I am informed that this is a matter of policy.and the answer would not 
be supplied to me. 

1883 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr RYAN 

Is he aware of the tour DC9 service from Perth to Cairns being estab­
lished by TAA? Is he aware that already we have a jet service from 
Perth to Nhulunbuy by MMA which is a long standing company in the 
Territory and Western Australia? Is there any action to be taken for 
MMA to extend its service from Perth, Darwin, Nhulunbuy and Cairns? 
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ANSWER 

I know that 2 weeks ago T~~ did have what they called a proving flight 
from Perth. The service has not yet been started. There are still 
some problems on interpretations of the court ruling. I assume that 
they will go ahead as soon as they have been clarified. MYJA has had a 
jet service from Perth to Nhulunbuy for some time. I have certainly 
no obj ections to another .. company starting up a similar service. A 
bit of competition can have some beneficial results for the people 
who live in the area. I do not know of any reason why Ansett could 
not have a j et service from Nhulunbuy to Cairns. I think it is up to 
the companies themselves to decide whether it is worth it. As far as 
the Territory is concerned, we do not care how many flights come in 
and go out of the place as long as there are plenty of them. We will 
have as many as they are prepared to put on. 

1884 Mr KENTISH to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Is a Darwin farmers' produce market to be established and, if so, under 
what control and when and where will it be? 

In' recent weeks, there have been talks between the Mayor and myself. 
Last Friday, there was a public meet.ing called in Darwin to discuss 
toe proposal and some 35 people attended. We all agreed that such a 
market would be quite a valuable acquisition to the Darwin area, to 
encourage the production of primary produce and also to provide an 
outlet for that produce. The matter will rest with the Darwin City 
Corporation. I understand that the corporation is mOving to obtain a 
piece of land suitable for a market. This is a matter for negotia­
tion with the relevant, Northern Territory department. Subject to the 
provision of the land, a market should be established in the relat­
ively near future. It is also envisaged that the market ""ill provide 
an outlet for home industries, arts and crafts and nurser}~en. 

1885 Mr STEELE to Hr PER...~ON 

ANSWER 

In reply to the honourable member for Casuarina, he said that the 
department was unable to give him an answer because it was a policy 
matter. Does this mean that he has no liaison with the department, 
does it mean that he has to go to the Minister for every fiddling 
little thing that has to be explained to the people of Darwin? What 
does his answer mean? 

The answer does not mean that I have to go to the Minister for every 
li ttle thing" Obviously, ·it depends on which section of the Depart­
ment of the Northern Territory I am dealing with as to whether I get 
answers to your questions or not. In regard' to these land questions, 
I am particularly disappointed that the answers were not made avail­
able within 24 hours. It isn't difficult information to collect but I 
seem to strike an obstacle there, particularly. with matters relating 
to policy. 

1886 Mr STEELE to Mr POLLOCK 

What action is being taken in respect of outstanding applications for 
entry into the limited Northern Territory barramundi fishery? \.fuat 
provision will be made for those people who do not currently hold a 
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ANSWER 

barramundi licence and who have commenced building a fishing vessel 
with the intention of entering the barramundi fishery? 

The matter of the barramundi fishery has been a matter of conjecture for 
some time and, after discussions, an ad hoc committee has been estab­
lished to advise the Chief Inspector of Fisheries on all matters re­
lating to the management, control, protection, regulation and devel­
opment of the Northern Territory barramundi fishery. This ad hoc comm­
ittee consists of the chief inspector, the president of the Commer­
cial Fishermen's Association and myself. We have had a meeting and 
made certain recommendations regarding the total number of gill net 
licences to be issued for the 1977 season and the extension to coast~ 

al \-laters of the existing prohibition which currently applies to in­
land waters in relation to where the fish may be caught. In relation 
to people 'who have commenced building a boat,othose people would be 
well advised to advise the Fisheries Department of their intention to 
apply for a fishing licence because it is the feeling that persons 
who now want to commence building b'oats may find themselves in a 
difficult position to obtain a licence at a later date. 

1887 Mr STEELE to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

I refer to the dole. Is it true that you are prevented from getting 
social service benefits if you hold a restricted fishing licence and 
you cannot fish? 

I am not aware of any such circumstances. It would seem to me to be 
totally iniquitous if it exists and I will look into it and see what 
the story is and reply later this day. 

1838 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TU~~ORTH 

ANSWER 

When will the Department of Healtn ~tart recruiting staff for the 
Casuarina Hospital? 

I will try to get the information. 

1889 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

In view of the fact that almost 8,000 people were 
from HcMillans Road bridge because of flooding, 
taken to reintroduce planning for an arterial 
suburbs where some 50% of the population reside? 

redirected yesterday 
what steps are being 
road to the northern 

The Darwin Reconstruction Commission has undertaken a series 
on town planning and this includes a major review of the 
studies and the requirements of Darwin. It is currently 
ducted and will he presented to the Darwin Reconstruction 
within the next month or so. 

of reviews 
transport 

being con­
Commission 



QW-.STIONS WI'IHOUT NOTICE - Thursday 17 March 1977 

1890 Mr IHTHNALL to Mr PER..R.ON 

ANSWER 

Will he take up with the unemployment office in Darwin the matter of 
providing more staff so that the public can be served without waiting 
for interminable lengths of time? 

I have recently received information that the Department of EmploYlrent 
and Industrial Relations' throughout Australia is to get an increase 
in staff of some 300 employees. This is to be spread throughout Aust­
ralia and I believe that the Territory branch of that department will 
be getting some assistance in this regard. I will take it up with the 
people concerned and ensure that the Northern Territory is fully rep­
resented in this regard. 

1891 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

I asked him earlier about the availability of demountables for private 
sale. I understand they are not y.et available and I now ask him what 
is to be done with the large number of government caravans collecting 
on government blocks in their hundreds? Are they to be auctioned, made 
available to the general public for purchase or what? 

l,ith regard to the question that the honourable member asked, I be­
lieve yesterday, with regard to demountables, I struck one of the 
cooperative sections of the Department of the Northern Territory and 
I have an answer supplied. It is that· it is intended to phase out the 
demountable 'units when they are no longer required for temporary 
accommodation. Timing is not clear at this stage as this will depend 
on the rate of handover of houses to the department. The Department 
of the Northern Territory has circularised other departments, gov­
ernment authorities and charitable bodies to ascertain future require­
ments for other than residential accommodation in Darwin. A decision 
will then be made on the disposal of the remainder, possibly either 
by auction or by tender. With regard to caravans, I believe that 
several of these vans have already been offered for sale or for tend­
er and the whole matter is currently under a similar review as to 
how they will b~ disposed of. I believe they are looking at letting 
them out in large numbers to ensure that there is no flooding back 
into the residential accommodation problem of Darwin. 

1892 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr RYAN: The honourable member for Gillen asked a question about houses 
at Areyonga and Paptmya. In June 1975, Dowsett Constructions went in­
to liquidation and at that time they had 7 contrac ts with the Depart­
ment of Construction. On 5 June 1975 one contract was cancelled and 6 
were taken over to be completed at the contractor's expense. One of 
the contracts taken over was No. 191 of 1972-73, stage two, indust­
rialised buildings, and this contract included 2 residences at Arey­
onga and Paptmya as well as 7 residences and 2 toilet ablution blocks 
a t~aningrida, 4 residences at Snake Bay; 5 at Umbakumba, 4 en Bath­
urst Island, 2 at Hooker Creek" 2 at Roper River, 2 at ~larrabri and 2 
a' Yuendumu. Of the work taken over. under contract No. 19i of 1972-73, 
the Department of Construction has completed all outstanding work at 
Maningrida, Snake Bay, Umbakumba, Bathurst Island and Roper River. 
Plans for the c~mpletion of work at the remaining areas are well ad­
vanced. However, additional funds are required and submissiens have 
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1893 

1894 

'" 
been made by the client department to the Department of Finance for 
these funds. 

ANSWER ~O QUESTION 

Mr RYAN: The honourable member for Stuart asked me a question about 
scaffolding inspectors. There does appear to be a problem with the 
scaffolding inspectors visiting Alice Springs. The situation is that 
when a contract is let a scaffolding inspection fee is paid relating 
to the cost of the contract. In Darwin, where we have permanent in­
spectors, an inspection takes place on a regular basis. However, in 
Alice Springs they are only visited irregularly. The department hopes 
that this will be improved. in the future and in fact are trying to 
establish a permanent inspector in Alice Springs. I have asked, in 
view of the iniquitous situation between Darwin and the other centres 
in the Northern Territory, whether or not the department could look 
at the possibility of having. 2 scales of fees - one for Darwin where 
the permanent scaffolding inspectors are available to carry out the 
service which the contractor is paying for and another scale of fees 
in the areas down the track where the visits of the inspector are 
fairly wide apart. This could solve the problem. They have said that 
they will look at possible amendment to the regulations prescribing 
a smaller fee in the centres outside Darwin. 

ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr RYAN: The honourable member for Arnhem asked me a question concern­
ing the sealing and upgrading of the Umbakumba Road. This job is not 
on any program. I believe it has almost made the program on a couple 
of occasions but has been taken off. At the moment it does not sit on 
any program. The only work that will be done in this dry season will 
be some resealing of the road. 

1895 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr PERRON: The member for Nhulunbuy asked me questions in relation to 
r-")\;·:;e~ failure at Dnupu::;z Co:lege at Go· ..... z. nc: asked what cat.:.sed thE: 2 
AC generators to become unserviceable. There is evidence that moisture 
in the alternaters caused the breakdown. There is no indication of 
trouble due to lack of maintenance. He asked me also whether a proper 
maintenance plan would be drawn up according to the manufacturer's 
recommendations. The manufacturer's recommendations are used as a 
basis for maintenance. He also asked if the dismantled engine on the 
large generator set would be restored to operational order. It is in­
tended to restore the set when parts become available. This may take 
6 months as parts have to be imported from overseas. 

In further explanation of the breakdown, the Department of Education 
employs an operator to make daily checks on.fuel, oil and water and 
also to keep the station clean. It has been suggested that the oper­
ator, when hosing down the floor, may have inadvertently directed 
water into the alternaters and that would explain a failure due to 
moisture. This matter has been discussed with the principal with a 
view to ensuring chat every precaution is taken to avoid water enter­
ing electrical equipment. 
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Building covenants (Dondas) 1779 
Business Agents Ordinance (Everingham) 

1847 
Cabinet Members, declaration of inter­
ests (Lawrie) 1734 
Cabinet Member for Education and Plan~ 

ning, liaison (Steele) 1885 
Caravans on residential lots (Lawrie) 

1841 
Carry-on finance (Vale) 1731 
Casuarina Hospital -

nurse training centre (Law~~e) 1777; 
(Dondas) 1838; (Tuxworth) 1809 
staff (Lawrie) 1888 

Cattle prices (Vale) 1798 
Child speech therapy (Lawrie) 1764; 

(Perron) 1803 
Citizens Advisory Council (Dondas) 1794 
Coloured number plates (Manuell) 1797 

Community grants (Robertson) 1816 
Conigrave Street, sewage (Steele) 1861 
Council Bylaws (Dondas) 1825 
"Crystal Corner" road construction 

(Lawrie) 1793; (Tambling) 1864 
Cyclone reconstruction cost (Manuell) 

1878 
Cyclone Tracy Trust Fund (Lawrie) 1845, 

1880, 1881 
Darwin Eisteddfod (Kentish) 1822 
Darwin live cattle export ~Steele) 1859 
Darwin residential lots (Steele) 1762, 

1771 . 
Day labour force (Manue1l) 1877 
Demountable units (Lawrie) 1850, 1891 
Department of NT permanent head (Lawrie) 

1759 
Dhupuma College power failure (Perron) 

1895 
Dole (Steele) 1887 
DRC -

employees housing rights (Lawrie) 1758 
employees redep1oyment(Everingham) 

1824 
public relations (Lawrie) 1817 

Dripstone High School (Everingham) 1765; 
(Dondas) 1846 

Electoral redistribution (Everingham) 
1858 

Electricity inquiry (Everingham) 1829 
Extent of land claims (Withnall) 1875 
Federal Companies Act (Withna11) 1819, 

1820 
Fire Brigade Headquarters, fire (With­

nall) 1791 
Fishing limit 200 mile (Everingham) 1837 
Fraser, Malcolm and NT cattle station 

(Steele) 1876 
Fruit fly (Vale) 1736 
Galiwinku, spear attack on aeroplane 

(Kentish) 1775; (Andrew) 1805 
Gaol education officer (Kentish) 1766 
Government homes, electrcity connec­

tions (Dondas) 1730 
Government home sales (Everingham) 1725; 

(S teele) 1726, 1789; (LawriE!) 1811· 
Health Department, repatriation of pat­

ients (Kentish) 1729; (Tuxworth) 1808 
Home Finance Trustee Loans (Dondas)-

1760; (Everingham) 1732 
interest rate (Dondas) 1767 
loan ceilings (Dondas) 1776 

Housing Commission strata title policy 
(Steele) 1788 

Roward Springs lot B engineering work­
shop (Tunguta1um) 1719, 1768; (Ryan) 
1867 

Roward Springs road (Tungutalum) 1790; 



INDEX TO QUESTIONS 

(Ryan) 1866 
Industrial land auctions (Dondas) 1879, 

1882 
Illiteracy (Lawrie) 1856 
Jay Creek road (Vale) 1739 
Katherine Hospital (Dondas) 1851 
King River bridge (Vale) 1839 
Lot 4589 rezone (Everingham) 1840 
Marina proposal (Steele) 1813, 1814 
Market (Kentish) 1884 
Mitchell Street flats, squatters (With­

nal1) 1827; (Tuxworth) 1869 
NeVlcastle causeway, construction stand­

ards (Vale) 1763 
Nhulunbuy police boat (Ballantyne) 

1755, 1854; (Andrew), 1807 
Northern suburbs arterial road (Dondas) 

1889 
NT Art Gallery and'Museum (Ballantyne) 

1821 ' 
NT b~ef exports (Vale) 1787 
NT freight report (Vale) 1823 
NT Welfare Committee (Robertson) 1802 
Old Timers Home, transportable build-

ings (Dondas) 1853 
Ordinances,bound volumes (Withnall) 

1740, 1741 
Overtime bans, Fourth Division Officers 

Association (Everingham) 1781; (Per­
ron) 1804 

Parkes Companies (Steele) 1874 
Perth~Cairns jet (Ballantyne) 1883 
Pest control (Lawrie) 1800 
Police, armed (Lawrie) 1753; (Andrew) 

1806 
Police COll'J1lissioner's i:"!struction 

lVale) 1782 
Police identification (Lawrie) 1738, 

1830 
Police telephone recordings (Evering­

ham) 1737 

Police training, Aboriginal content 
(Ballantyne) 1750 

Power Station, No 5 generator (Dondas) 
1783 

Primary schools (S:eele) 1836 
Racial discrimination and land rights 

(Withnall) 1815 
Rapid Creek flooding (Everingham) 1844 
Rede~loyment, of DRC staff ,(Everingham) 

1824 
Ross River virus (Ballantyne) 1857 
School curriculum uniformity (Hanuell) 

1785; (Perron) 1863 
Sealing of Norman Jones Street (Vale) 

1773 
Settlement Police numbers (Vale) 1855, 

1872 
Sewerage at Rapid Creek (Everingham) 

1852 
Stock feeds (Lawrie) 1801 
Stuart Highway upgrading (Manuell) 1744 
Supreme Court Rules (Lawrie) 1873 
Taiwanese fishing boat (Everingham) 1754 
Taylor Creek Bridge (Manuell) 1778; 

(Ryan) 1868 
Tender Board policy (Steele) 1818 
Tennant Creek bowsers (Vale) 1842 
Tindal hOUSing (Tambling) 1812 
Todd River bridge tenders (Manuell) 

1843 
Tourist development budget (Vale) 1769 
Transport to Nightcliff Dental Clinic 

(Lawrie) 1784 
Umbakumba roads (Kentish) 1860; (Ryan) 

1894 
Unemployment office (Withnall) 1890 
Urban lana (Withnall) 17il, ~75Z 
Vagrancy laws (Lawrie) 1743, 1746, 

1747 
Wave Hill road (Steele) 1796 


