PART II

THE QUESTION PAPER

Questions are printed in numerical order

An index to questions appears at the end of Part II



QUESTIONS NOT ANSWERED BY 15 MARCH 1977

" FROM 17 NOVEMBER 1976

1550 'Mr BALLANTYNE to Dt LETTS
Has there been a feasibility study made in the Northern Territory for
the use of the Northemn Territory "rivers to load and transport live
cattle for export?

FROM 7 DECEMBER 1976

1626 Mr DONDAS to Mr POLLOCK
Has a water filter been fitted at the departmental residence of the
Director of Health in Darwin and, if so, was the filter installed at
departmental expense and how much did it cost?

FROM 21 DECEMBER 1976

1628 - Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK
Could you please advise the following in respect of -
(1) Central Australian Aboriginal Medical Service;
(2). Central Australian Aboriginal Legal Aid Service;
(3) Central Australian Aborigines Congress; |
(4) Aboriginal Hostels Ltd, Alice Springs -
(a) The number of personé employed;

“(b) Titles and remuneration recelved and other employment bene-
fits;

(¢) Who is responsible for the hiring and firing of their employ-
ees; -

(d). Are the organisations' financial records and expenditure - sub-
ject to any audit requirements, if so what;

(e) Are vehicle records and logbooks kept?
1629 Mr STEELE to. Mr TAMBLING

"1, Can he advise the name of the contractor company in charge of the
construction of the Timber Creek Police Statiom?

2. Is it true that this company is having financial diffieulties?
3, Is the construction of the Timber Creek Police Station on sched-
ule in keeping with the requirements of the Department of Con~

struction?

4, 1If not, what are the problems and why the delays?

FROM 1 MARCH 1977
1720 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr PERRON

1, Is there an emergency power supply provzded for the ABC television
transmitter in Darwin? k



QUESTIONS NOT ANSWERED BY 15 MARCH 1977

1722

1723

2.

3.

10.

11.

12,

13,

14,

1f so, what is the nature of the emergency supply?

Is the Postal Institute of the Northern Territory Social Club situ-
ated adjacent to the ABC television transmitter in Darwin?

Who or what is the registered lessee of the land on which the
Postal Institute of the Northern Territory Social Club is situated?

Is the Postal Institute of the Northem Territory Social Club pro-
vided with an alternative supply of electric power to the normal
Darwin reticulated power supply?

If so, what is the source of the alternative power supply?

If the altermative power supply is not provided by the club itself
was its provision to the club authorised by the supplier?

If not, what then is the basis of the supply? If so, what charges
are levied for the supply?

Was there on 5 January 1977 a strike by Public Servants which nec-
essitated the shut down of the normal Darwin power\sqpply?

Was on 5 January 1977 the Postal Institute of the Northernm Terri-
tory Social Club supplied with power from an alternative source?

If so, who authorised the supply of power on that day?

What charges were made for the supply.of power on that day, if the
supply was authorised?

Is it the policy of the Australian Broadcasting Commission or the
Post Master General's Department to permit use of their emergency
power supply by outside bodies?

1f not, why was this exception made?

Mr STEELE t9~Miss ANDREW

How many persons were breathalyser tested in the Territory in 1976 and

what was the blood alcohol concentration in each case?

Mrs LAWRIE to Mr RYAN

I refer to the 1,500 sheets of high-quality teak ply wood givén to the

people of Darwin from the Government and people of Burma and ask -

(a) how many of these ply wood sheets have been distributed;
(b) by wﬁom were. they distributed;

(¢) to whom were they distributed;

(d) when were they distributed;

(e) how many remain in stock;

(f) where are the remaining sheets being held; and

(g) to what purpose is it intended to put the remaining sheets?



GIESTION: NOT ANSWERED BY 15 MARCH 1977

1724 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS

I vefer to the Aboriginal Development Foundation and ask -

1,

(a) how many members does it have:

(b) do members of this foundation meet and, if so, how often;

(¢) are elections held and, if sc; when; and

(d) are financial statements issued and, if so, to whom?

Ts this foundation-holding $100,000 received from wvarious sources

since Cyclone Tracy and, if so, what audit checks are made on the
funds received?

FROM 15 MARCH 1977

1810 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS

1.

(%]

~From whom or where did the Department of Aboriginal Affairs obtain

or purchase the galvanised iron with which they built the shed oon
the Maranboy commonage near the creek adjacent to Bamyili settle~
ment? )

Can he confirm that this iron was® removed from a number of build-
ings on mining leases at Maranboy?

In view of the answer given by a Mr Lovegrove on 25 July 1974 to
the effect that road-building material possibly came from an area
of land over which there were mineral leases, authorising the min-
ing of tin, will the Department of Aboriginal Affairs undertake the
expense of cleaning out the shaft since, as a result of the remov=~
al of this gravel from the collar, there has been dumped into the
shaft, a large quantity of gravel which makes it necessary for con~
siderable work to be done before the shaft can be worked again?



ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

1625 Mr MANUELL to Dr LETTS

What 1is necessary to raise the Alice Springs Abattoirs to export
licence standard?

ANSWER

The administration of export abattoirs falls within the province of the
Department of Primary Industry and an on-site inspection of the prem~
‘ises by personnel of that department would be necessary to determine
precise alterations and additions nedessary to upgrade to export lic-
ence standards. From general knowledge only these alterations would
be extensive, involve considerable capital outlay and, as a conse-
quence, necessitate a greatly increased throughput to recoup that
outlay.

1718 Mr TUNGUTALUM to Mr RYAN

Is it the intention of the owner to build an engineering workshop meas~
uring 150 feet long on his property Lot V of Lot B of Section 240
in the Hundred of Bagot?

ANSWER

It is the intention of the owners of Lot V Section 290 Hundred of Bagot
to build an engineering workshop on that land., The approximate dimen-
sions of the proposed building are 115 feet by 52 feet. A permlt to
construct the building was issued on 19 October 1976.

1719 Mr KENTISH to Mf POLLOCK

Has any attempt been made to monitor the effects of the increased cash
flow on the economy, the work force, liquor consumption, and possible
improvement in living standards as a result of the recent increases
in Family Allowarice payments, which provide additional funds of up to
$100,000 per year tc some larger Aboriginal settlements?

ANSWER

So far as the Department of Aboriginal Affairs in the Northern Terri~
tory is coéoncerned the short answer to this question is "no'. '

The department has from time to time made an examination of the total
inflow of money to some Aboriginal communities in the Northern Terri-
tory and attempted to assess the use to which it is put and the ad=
vantages, and disadvantages which may have resulted to the communi-~
ties concerned. It has been able to get some idea of the amount of
money per capita flowing into these communities and to ascertain the
percentage which appears to be utilised on such things as  food,
clothing, payment for accommodation and services, and the amount used
on what might be termed as luxuries, such as entertainment, liquor,
other luxury foodstuffs, motor cars.

- This sort of examination has not been carried out in respect of all
major Aboriginal communities and in those places which have been
examined the use of the Family Allowances component of total income
has not been separated, :

The department in the Northern Territory does not have a Research
Branch and therefore any examination which ~has been undertaken has
lacked the expertise of properly qualified researchers and the sort

of methodology and longevity whlch would disclose long term benefits
and disadvantages.



ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

1721 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS

What action has the Government taken or does the Government propose to
take with respect to the implementation of the Else Mitchell Report
in so far as that report applies to urban land?

ANSWER

An | inter-departmental Committee comprising representatives of the
Department of Administrative Services, Capital Territory, Northern
Territory, Attorney-General's, Prime Minister and Cabinet, Treasury
and Enviromnment, Housing and Community Development, was -established
early 'in 1976 to consider the final report of the Commission of
Enquiry into Land Tenures. The Australian Taxation Office, the Nat-
ional Capital Development Commission and the Department of Transport
were also involved. '

A number of meetings were held during last year and a further meeting
was held on 3 February of this- year.

The final report of the inter-departmental committee is expected
shortly.



QUESTTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Tuesday 1 March 1977

1725 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr TAMBLING

. Is it intended, and if so when, to reintroduce the sale of government
homes scheme in Darwin?

ANSWER

This morning the Administrator mentioned that a bill for a  sale of
homes scheme for the Housing Commission would be again presented to
this Assembly and I have just given notice of that bill. In the
negotiations to finalise the details £for the scheme, I have been
mindful that we would also like to see a scheme introduced to enable
public servants to purchase their homes in Darwin. I have been ad-
vised by the Minister for the Northern Territory that he has in-
structed his department to align the terms and conditions of the sale
of government homes: scheme as closely as. possible to that of the
Housing Commission. I have been advised by officers of the Department
of the Northern Territory that they are working to that ovbjzctive and,
hopefully, following the reintroduction of the Housing Commission
scheme, a scheme will be introduced for the sale of government homes.

1726 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING.

Can he advise this Assembly if houses that are not fully repaired will
be included in the terms of the sale of those homes to public ser-
vants? '

ANSWER

I am unable to provide any information with regard to the availability
of substandard housing. ) :

1727 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON

Why is airconditioning in government offices left on overnight and at
weekends when power is being rationed in the Darwin area?

ANSWER

The airconditioning in government owned office blocks was turned off

during day and night during " recent major generation failures at

— Stokes Hill powerhouse. - However, when load shedding is necessary as

a result of a short term generation failure, it is usually impracti-

cal to call in personnel after hours or on weekends to turnm off air-

conditdoning-as the fault may be corrected before such action is

taken. Therefore, it is considered that the action would be rather
unwarranted.

1728 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK

Can he indicate when a Beef Industry Conference is likely to. be held in
the Northern Territory and where such a conference will be held?

ANSWER

There are arrangements being made for a Beef Industry Conference to be
held in the Northern Territory. It is anticipated that the conference
will be held in Alice Springs on 23 April, possibly continuing on to
24 April. The Commonwealth Minister for Primurv Industry, Mr Sinclair,
has indicated that he will be endeavouring tc attend on those dates
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and also the Northern Territory Cat;le Producers Council 1is planning
to have its annual general meeting the day before in Alice Springs.

1729 Mr KENTISH to Mr TUXWORTH

Can he explain why persons brought into hospital at Health Department
_expense from remote areas are repatriated in different ways? Some are
returned to their homes on travel warrants, while others are told to
find their own way home at their own expense.

ANSWER
I will seek the information and supply it later in the sittings.
1730 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING

Why has the Department of the Northern Territory refused to allow per-
sons on the housing list to move into homes which are completed but
which have not been 'connected to the electricity supply because of
an industrial dispute?

ANSWER -

The houses in quéstion have not been handed over to the Department of
the Northern Territory and therefore cannot be allocated to . persons
on the government housing list.

1731 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK

Can he advisé how many beef producers have availed themselves of carry-
on loans this financial year? Are sufficient funds remaining to sat-
isfy anticipated demands until June this year? Will funds be avail~
able for this scheme to continue after 1 July this year?

ANSWER

I am advised that 29 producers havé been allocated assistance under the
1976~77 carry-on loan scheme. The Primary Producers Board has suffic-
ient applications under consideration for next week's board meeting
to probably exhaust funds available to this scheme. No decision has

" been made to provide funds for the Territory for the continuation of
assistance beyond 30 June at this stage. However, one will be pur-
suing the matter to ensure that sufficient funds are available for
the Primary Producers Board to -effectively  assist cattle producers
who are facing difficult times.

1732 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr TAMBLING

We have heard quite a bit in the media lately about the Home Finance
Trustee loans, their scope -‘and availability. Does he propose to make
any representations to increase the maximum amount of the loans from
$15,000? ’ -

ANSWER

The Majority Party intends to seek an increase from $15,000 to $20,000
for the Home Finance Trustee Loan Scheme at the moment and a further
increase to $25,000 in a subsequent financial year. In making that
statement, I would also draw members' attention to the fact that the
Home Finance Trustee does draw his funds from the loan market and
loans currently available within -that market. We would always have to
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be careful that any increase in the 1limits of funds does not then
restrict then the numbers of people that may be eligible to receive
such loars. ’

1733 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr PERRON

When will the report on the Aboriginal live-in colleges be available
and, if it becomes available shortly, will it be tabled in this
Assembly? ’

ANSWER

The report is in the final stages of being compiled and I will  under=-
take to seek from the department the date on which the report will be
available and see if I can get a copy for the honourable member.

1734 Mrs LAWRLIE to Dr LETTS

Is it the intention of ~ the Majority Party to require those people hav-
ing Cabinet status to declare  their interests in commercial and/or
shareholdings within the Northern Territory and within Australia? If
s0, on what terms and conditions?

ANSWER

The short answer is no. I do not have any intention of asking the Cab-
inet Members to do this. However, I am quite prepared to have the
item listed as one for Cabinet discussion and see what the view of the
Cabinet is on it, My personal opinion has been for a long time that
this is a grossly exaggerated situation and onme in which it is im-
possible in many cases to get an accurate definition as to how far
interests extend. When you take family interests, husband and wife
interests, partnership interests etc intc account, how do-.you : find
what an  individual member's interest is? That is largely my personal
view but I would be quite happy to have it discussed by the Cabinet
and the member might 1ike to ask me the question at some subsequent
time.

1735 Mr MANUELL to Mr POLLOCK
I . have read in the Centralian Advocate about the sale of the Alice

Springs Abattoirs to a company called Wales Meat Exporters. I would
like to ask him whether in fact the shares owned by shareholders of

the Alice. Springs Abattoirs have in fact been purchased by Wales:

Meat Exporters? If they have:  been purchased by that company, is it
the intention of that company to raise the Alice Springs Abattoirs to
an export licence standard and, 1if so, to what export licence stand-
ard? Has it indicated at this stage what ‘export contracts it has
negotiated? If the reports in the Centralian. Advocate that it has
sufficient work contracts substantiating the export -of beef from
Central Australia are correct, what provisions has it made to
accommodate the additional workforce that will be necessary to sus-~
tain that manufacture?

Mr SPEAKER: The honourable Cabinet Member for Resources may require
time to write these questions down. I do suggest that questions like
this should be put on notice.

Mr POLLOCK: I am unable to provide all the information required of the
honourable member but "I shall endeavour to make a full answer to-
MOTTOW, .

.
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1736 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOXK

Can he advise the present =status of the fruit fly eradication campaign,
how successful it is and if any indication can be given as to when the
embargo on theée movement of fruit and vegetables out of that prohib-
ited area in Alice Springs will be lifted?.

ANSWER

There has been an outbreak of Mediterranean Fruit Fly in the Alice
Springs district and a quarantihe zone has been declared in respect
of the area. During the month of February, as a result of a campaign
conducted by the Animal Industry and Agricultural Branch, only one
fruit fly of the species was detected - on 14 February. It is hoped
that the present campaign will continue for at least another 4 to 6
weeks depending on the discovery of any more flies. If there are no
more flies discovered  in the next & weeks, the campaign will be
scaled down to a degtree and a trapping program continued. There is
no indication at this stage when the ban on the export of fruit and
vegetables from the Alice Springs area may be Llifted. One could not
expectithat it will be 1in the foreseeable future - that is, within
the next 12 months - and this is a matter for concern. Over recent
years, a large amount -of citrus fruit: has been exported from Alice
Springs to Darwin and people in Darwin will be deprived of that
supply unless some fumigation arrangements can be made. It looks as
if that will be remote. '

1737 Mr EVERINGHAM to Miss ANDREW

Is it a fact that telephone conversations going into and coming4out
from police stations and Police Headquarters in Darwin are taped and,
if this is the case, by what authority and for what reason?

ANSWER
I know that the telephone calls 'going chrough the 613555 number are
. taped, This matter was investigated last year and I am sure that the
appropriate authorities have been procured by the Northern Territory
Police under the terms of Telecom arrangement.

1738 Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREW

Many things  have 'changed since the last sittings of this Assembly;
Cabinet Members are now accepting Cabinet responsibility, Is it her
intention to continue to persist in the situation whereby Police
Of ficers are not easily identified - that is, they wear neither iden-
tification number nor name?

ANSWER o '
The matter is under review,
1739 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN
My question concerns the budget allocation for work on the road west of
Alice Springs to Jay Creek. Can he advise whether in fact that  -entire

road section is to be bulldozed or whether the existing bitumen road
is to be only widened?.



QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Tuesday 1 March 1977 -

ANSWER

1740

ANSWER

1741

ANSWER

I would ask that the question be placed on notice,
Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS

Prior to Christmas 1974, there was -a 'service available to the members

of the Legislative Assembly whereby ordinances were available to each
member, He will be aware that, due to the c¢yclone, nearly all of
those volumes have disappeared. Has he or anyone on his behalf taken
any steps to secure that printed copies of ordinances will be avail-
able to each member of the Legislative Assembly? If he has not done
so, will he take such steps that are available to him immediately,
so. that members can at least be able to have within their offlces a
copy of the laws of the Northern Territory?

have a somewhat different recollection and interpretation of the site
uation before the cyclone than the one the honourable member has
suggested. In the 10 years that I have been associated with the
legislature; I have never known an up-to-date copy of the ordinances
of the Northern Territory being available to every member, and I do
not believe that has ever been the situation.

Mr Withnall: Every member had the books.

Dr LETTS: The full range of fully up-dated ordinances are available,

as far as I am aware, only in 2 places - in.a set of drawers in this
Chamber and also in the library of the Northern Territory Legislative
Assembly. Other - than that, people had to look after their own ordi=-
nances as best they could. This should be the situation. I under-

“stand, Mr Speaker, that this 1is ‘actually more in your province than

mine. Following the cyclone and in the reconstruction period, I did

have a number of discussions with the Clerk and we did set about

trying to get scts established in strategic places and availale  to
members as reference documents. I will check as to how that situa
tion has developed and T will advise the honourable member later.
The situation is not as he put it as far as I know.

Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS

Will he pfovide me with further information if I assure him that my

question was directed to the  possession by each member of the
Legislative Council prior to the elections 'in 1974 of a copy of the
laws. of the Northern Territory up to 1960, together with annual vol=
umes from 1961 to 1966. Those were presented to each member and were
then understood to be his personal property. Ordinarily, each member
kept them within his office and they were very regularly used by each
member. Since the cyclone those volumes have disappeared, and I -ask
the honourable member what steps he will take to replace the material
which was available to every elected member before the cyclomne?

The honourable memer's question in its amended and more precise form

is now clearer to me, Once again, I think the honourable member for
Port Darwin should know that this was a service provided by the off-
ice of the Speaker and the Clerk of this legislature tc the people
concerned, and I believe that that would still be the case; it was a
service provided by the office of the Speaker. However, I will make
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representationé to Mr Speaker, sir, and see if the honourable mem-
ber's request can be met.

1742 Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN

Did he recently attend an ATAC ¢onference in Hobart and, if so, in
what status did he attehd»the conference; was it delegate or obser-
ver status?

ANSWER

I attended a meeting of the Australian Transport . Advisory Council in
Hobart on Friday in the esteemed position of observer.

1743 Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREW

Since we last met, she has assumed many responsibilities which are
rightfully the province of this Assembly. Having regard to that, is
it the honourable member's intention to introduce legislation bring-
ing back vagrancy laws in the Northern Territory or is it her inten-
tion to agree with the repeal of these dreadful former provisions?

ANSWER

The Police and- Police Offences Ordinance is currently under review and,
amongst other questions, the question of vagrancy is being consider-
ed by the relevant committee.

1744  Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN

At the Hobart ATAC conference, was there-any indication that the Fed-
eral Government would be appropriating funds to the South Australian
Government to be put towards the redevelopment. and upgrading of the
Stuart Highway south of Alice Springs to Port Augusta?

ANSWER

At the conference the Federal Miniéter made available the 1977~78 road
fund figures to 2ll the states and it is now common knowledge; it
has been released to the press. The South Australian Govermment is
receiving about $18m for national highway development in South Aust-
ralia. Through the . Chairman of ATAC, who was the Federal Minister for
Transport, I asked the Transport - Minister for  South Australia
whether there were sufficient funds  to start upgrading the Stuart
Highway in South Australia - and he informed me that there would be no
way that they would be spending money on upgrading the Stuart High-

. way. So it does appear that the upgrading of the Stuart Highway could
be delayed although I think that the Minister for Transport in South
Australia was also playing a little bit of  politics, knowing full
well that we are-very keen to see the Stuart Highway upgraded., He
would expect that we will lobby the Federal Government to ensure that
South  Australia will get sufficient funds, I believe that they are
going to do a short stretch of road between Pimba and Port Augusta,
about’” 30 kilometres. I understand that that is in fact going to be
done next year ‘so-that is really the start of the upgrading of the
highway.

I mentioned at a private meeting with the Federal Transport Minister,
shortly after the meeting, that I was concerned with the funding of
the South Australian highways and expressed the desire that possibly
the Government could look at extending further funds to South Aust-
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1745

ANSWER

1746

ANSWER

1747

ANSWER

1748

ANSWER

ralia so that they can continue to wupgrade the highway. It is very
difficult to assess exactly what will happen because I think .the
South Australian Government will be playing politics on this particu
lar issue.

Mr VALE to Mr PERRON

Is he aware of the present overcrowding in the Community College at
Alice Springs? Are there any plans or proposals under way to expand
the facilities of that college and when?

There is an interim committee being set up in the Northern Territory

- called the Technical and Further Education Council. It is being set
up by the Minister for Education, Senator <Carrick. One of its tasks
is to look at the role of the Community College in Alice Springs and
its future, I will endeavour to give a complete answer to the hon-
ourable member at a later date. :

Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREW

I refer te the answer she gave to my previous question regarding the
reintroduction or not of the law regarding vagrancy in the Northern
Territory; she stated that this particular aspect was being reviewed
by the relevant committee. I am aware that she now alone has cabinet
responsibility for this areaand I ask her what this relevant comm=~
ittee is?

Whilst I might be the Cabinet Member for Law, I do not have expertise
in all the areas of law and administration that is required and, as
with most other people with responsibilities in various areas, there
are tertain advisers who take the first look at changes in legisla-
tirn and cffer their advice. That is indeed the stage which any
proposed change to the Police and Police Offences Ordinance is at. I
think my answer was satisfactory.

Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREW

I asked who the committee was and I have received no reply. I repeat my
question, who are the members comprising, to use her own phrase, "the
relevant committee'?

I consider this committee to be a committee of my own personal advisers
who have been chosen for their expertise. It is not a statutory au-
thority and I see no need to discuss names.

Mr WITHNALL to Mr TAMBLING
What advance has been made with proposals for obtaining something in

the nature of Commonwealth employee's compensation for members of
this Assembly and also for contributory pensions for members?

I am aware that submissions have been made to the Minister for the
Northern Territory in this regard, both by your office, Mr Speaker,
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- and by thé Majority Party, as part of the overall review that must be
made by the Remuneration Tribunal. I can indicate that members of the
Majority Party have certainly made known their wviews to the Minister
that this matter has been dragging on for too long and has been tard-
ily handled by the Commonwealth Government,

1749 Mr VALE to Mr TUXJORTH

Can he advise what proposals are underway by the Health Department and
‘the Department of the Northern Territory in Alice Springs to utilise
the sewerage water for - irrigation and on what date that may take
place? Are there any proposals to suspend the sending of the $105,000
allocated in this year's Budget for the provision of another sewerage
pond?

ANSWER

The Health Department would only be one agency involved in the utiliza-
tion of waters from the sewerage ponds and it would be acting .in an
advisory capacity. The question. could be redirected to the honourale
Cabinet Member for Transport and Secondary Industry -as this project
would fall under his jurisdiction. ‘

1750 Mr BALLANTYNE to Miss ANDREW

What is the Aboriginal education content in the police recruit training
program?

ANSWER _

This has recently been increased. There are approximately 24 hours in-
volved now in the initial 16 week period of training. About 4 hours
are spent on health and education, about 10 hours on anthropology,
about 10 hours on Aboriginal communities and -2 hours are taken up-
in examination. There are courses available as a part of inw-service
training, At the retention course undergone by:police officers at the
‘end of their ‘first year, there is a further & to 8 hours spent in
general education regarding the Aboriginal communities.

1751 Mr ROBERTSON to Mr RYAN

The question of the honourable member for Stuart seems to have fallen
on deaf ears in the end. I wonder if the Cabinet Member for Transport
and Secondary Industry might answer that question bearing in mind
that the Civil Works Program for the WNorthern Territory in 1976/77

“ i actually had detailed that amount of $105,000..

ANSWER

The question related to the Civil Works Program and, as spokesman for
Works, I have an answer. An item of $105,000 was put aside for the
building of a new sewerage pond. However, due to the changed Depart-
ment of Health requirements, funds not expended on the additional pond
will be put towards an irrigation system currently ~under investiga-
tion by the Department of the Northern Territory and the Department

- of Health. :

1752 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS

I preface my question Ey reading an answer he gave to a question on
notice. I asked the honourable member what action the Commonwealth
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ANSWER

1753

ANSWER

1754

ANSWER

13

Government had taken with respect to the Else-Mitchell Report as it
dealt with urban land tenure. I received the following answer:
¥

"an interdepartmental committee comprising representatives of the
Departments of Administrative Services, Capital Territory, Northern
Territory, Attornmey-General, Prime Minister and Cabinet, Treasury and
Environment, Housing and Community Development, was establighed early
in 1976 to cousider - the fimal report of the Commission of Inquiry
into land tenures. The Australian Taxation OQffice, the WNational
Capital Development Commission and the Department of Transport were
also involved, A number of meetings were held during last year and a
further meeting was held on 3 February this year.”

Will the honourable member obtain an answer from the Commonwealth Gov-

ernment as to why it was necessary for interdepartmental committees
to consider a report of acknowledged experts such as Mr Rae Else-Mit-
chell and the other 2 members who sat with him? Why, if there was a
need for some interdepartmental committee, has nothing been done since
the report was tabled, and is it considered necessary that Alice in
Wonderland should be appointed as an additional member? -

The question reminds me somewhat of the previous questions which were

asked about sewerage. Normally, on receiving a reply in a question
from the department in the terms which he has read out, I would send
it back for re-treatment. However, I thought that the opportunity was
too -good to miss to have such an answer recorded in Hansard for our
great-great-grandchildren to look back on the state of the Territory
in present times. I intend to frame my copy of the answer alongside
a photo I have on my wall of a boar pig.

will take on board the further questions asked by the honourable mem-
ber for Port Darwin and endeavour to supply him with information in
respect to those questions.

Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREW

Upon what terms and conditions and at what times are uniformed police

in urban areas armed?

I will obtain that information for the honourable member. I have an

idea but I am not sure.

Mr EVERINGIAM to Mr POLLOCK

Some honourable members and yourself, Mr Speaker, might remember the

long saga that I had last year with the then honourable Executive Mem-
ber for Resource Development in relation to the sale of a $6,000 Tai-
wanese, or some sort of oriental fishing boat, back te its owners.
Now it appears to have turned up again in Port Darwin, once again hav-
ing been arrested by the naval authorities. What I am seeking to ob-
tain from the honourafe Cabinet Member is an assurance to this House
that the vessel will not again be sold to its previous owners.

Regrettably I am mnot in a position to give a direction as to what might

happen to this fishing boat. The wish expressed by thée honourable
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member that the boat not be. sold back to its former owners or any
other owners under any conditions has been transmitted to the Mini-
ster responsible. One would hope that he will concur with our wishes.

Mr BALLANTYNE to Miss ANDREW

This is a follow-up to a queétion which I asked in December last year.

Could she tell me if we are going to get a police boat at Nhulunbuy,
and when? Are we going to get one, will it be equipped for ocean-
going or Jjust bay work, and will the police be liaising with other
areas such as Groote Eylandt and Elcho Island?

Perhaps the honourable member for Nhulunbuy could make representations

to a  certain company involved in this area. He could see the Cabinet
Member for Resources regarding a certain boat in the harbour. Om the

"subject of the provision of a boat for Nhulunbuy, I understand that

it is planned to provide one this -year; it depends on the estimates
and the success in getting a certain amount of money for equipment of
the Police Force.

‘Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK .

I redirect the question pertaining to sewerage farms in Alice Springs

to the Cabinet Member for Resources. I think that the proposal is
bogged down somewhere in the Health Department of the NT. I seek
assurance from the Cabinet Member for Resources to get it pushed out
the end of the line so that the water can possibly be utilised, rath-
er than having the unnecessary expenditure of $105,000 of taxpayers'
money .

My principal interest’ in this matter of course is that it is in my

electorate and I have raised the matter in debates in this Assembly
from time to time. ALl I can do in answer to the honvuracle member's
question is to assure him  that I will be doing everything to ensure
that the matter is finalised, and flnallsed ~.satisfactorily and quick-
ly.

Mr' DONDAS to Mr POLLOCK

Last year, when he was Executive Member for Social Affairs, I asked him

a question several times regarding the Block 8 cafeteria. I have been
asking the same question for 18 months now and now that he has taken
over the resources portfolio, maybe he can give this House an under~
taking that the Block 8 cafeteria will open very shortly?

do not think that this is a matter which falls into my present port-.
folio. I am not sure where the matter stands at the moment, apart from
the fact that the Block 8 cafeteria of course is not operating and is
not open, and there is no sign of it opening. The honourable member
would be perhaps better advised to make a direct approach to the
department responsible to see if something can be got going.

Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING

Having in mind the fact that hevbeérs some responsibility for both hous-
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ing and representation on the Darwin Reconstruction Commission, can he
advise this Assembly of the arrangements made for officers of the Re-
construction Commission who presently occupy Govermment housing and
the DRC, presumably at the end of this year?

I am aware that the Minister for the Northern Territory will be making

the announcement that the Darwin Reconstruction Commission is to wind
up on 31 December. The Minister is mindful of the emploment and asso-
ciated conditions of all employees of the Darwin Reconstruction Comm-
‘ission and is currently undertaking a series of arrangements to ensure
that employment and other condictions are satisfactorilyv met.

Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS

When is it expected that the permanent head of the Department of the

Northern Territory will reside permanently in the Northern Territory?

My understanding is that he spends approximately 50% of his time in Cane

berra and 507 of his time in Darwin. He' has residences -in both those
centres and I suppose he could ‘claim either address as far as the
electoral roll or other identification of place of residence is con-
cerned. I believe that it is not his intention to take up full time
residence in the Northern Territory because of commitments in parlia-
mentary and other duties to his Minister in Canberra. He expects to
divide his time between those 2 centres.
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1760 ' Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING

Can he please advise how many loans in the Northern Territory have been
approved over the last 5 years by the Home Finance Trustee for the
$15,000 loan, and is there an estimate of how many loans there are
likely to be approved in 19777 ’

ANSWER

A number of loans have been granted by the Home Finance Trustee over the
last 5 years in response to applications received. In the last 5 cale-
endar years: in. 1972 73 loans were approved; 1973, 102; 1974, 106;
1975, 31; 1976, 194. On  previous . trends, and from the applications
which are being submitted at the moment, it is estimated that 200
loans will be approved in 1977. .

1761 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK

Can he give any indication of the outlook for the beef market in the
Northern Territory in 19777

ANSWER

The -Animal Industry and Agricultural Branch have given me some advice
on this matter. They tell me that the outlook for beef in 1977 accord-
ing to the Australian Meat Board as at 4 February is that the_  world
beef market has grown stronger than at any time since world prices
commenced the downturn in 1late 1973. The major .reasomns. for  this
assessment are briefly: the cattle price cycles in North America and
Europe will level off and turn upward; the EEC will change its import
control system from jumelage to one of variable levels and its offic-
ials are forecasting increased opportunities for importers in 1977;
the economies of the United States of America, Canada. and Japan are
continuing their gradual recovery and there should be corresponding
improvements in demands in these countries; the devaluation in Novem-
ber increased the abilitv of the Australian exporters to take advant- .
age of the greater number of inquiries by prospective overseas buyers;
and cattle populations - in America and EEC have declined substantially
and are continuing to do so. The American herd has dropped from 130m
to 122m. The following represents the Board's current assessment of
likely export levels and should not be interpreted as a precise fore-
cast but indications are that the Australian beef and veal exports in
1,000 tonnes of boneless equivalent to United States of America in
1976, 268; 1977, 288; Canada 51, 23; Japan 71, 75; EEC 13, 20; USSR
14 to 70; Eastern European 15 to 50; other destinations 134 to 130;
canned beef and veal 33 to 35; in total, an increase from 599,000 to
691,000 tonnes boneless equivalent. :

Also this morning, a market note for livestock and meat published week-
ly by the Australian Meat Board gave a further 3indication of pros-
pects of a greater flow of beef to Egypt. There are encouraging signs
that there is an increasing amount of export markets for the Austral-~
ian . beef industry. I would be cautious in any forecast of any over-
night outstanding increases. I think that - the prospects ‘are a bit
brighter than they were in the last 12 months. .

1762 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING

How many residential lots of 1land are currently available in Darwin and
what are the proportions of government and private ownership?
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A survey has just been completed by the Darwin Reconstruction Commission
which identifies that there are 11,097 residential sites in Darwin.
0f these, 10,677 are for house lots and the remaining 420 are for
sites containing flats, The statistics relating to flats, where there
dre 420 sites, indicate that the sites would accommodate approximately
3,000 housing units or flats.

1763 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN
What construction standards will be observed with the work on Newcastle
causeway?

ANSWER

The question asked by the honourable member for Stuart is as a result
of a rumour which is persisting that the standards- for the bridge
works proposed -at Newcastle Creek will not be sufficient to carry
heavy transport. In fact, the standards of the bridge works there
are in accordance with the National Highway Standard. The Stuart
Highway is a national higlway and the bridge work, I can assure mem=
bers, will be of the highest standard possible. Maybe one of the
reasons for the concern is that a couple of the bridges that were
builit under the first 3-year road program were not built to this par-
ticular standard and we do have some problems at the moment: the Tay~-
lor Creek bridge approaches were washed away last week. I would like .
to point out. to honourable members that under the first 3-year road
program, which has now been completed - we are now in the second 3-
year . program - the Stuart Highway was not designated a national high-
way and the bridges were built on 50-year flood levels. However, this
does not apply to the present situation and any bridges now construct-
ed on the Stuart and Barkly  Highways will be to national highway
standard and I think we will see a great improvement over the situa-
tion that exists at present. Finally, I am hopeful that the contracts
for the upgrading and bridging of the Newcastle Creek will be let
within the next week or so.

1764 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr PERRON

What speech therapy is available for children in the education system
in the Northern Territory?’

ANSWER

I will endeavour to find out that information and reply to the honour=-
able member later.

1765 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr PERRON

My question concerns the proposed Dripstone High School. Since the exam
results came out for matriculation last year, it may now be apparent
that we should perhaps have more technical colleges and fewer high
schools. When is it proposed to call tenders for the Dripstome High
School?

ANSWER
An application has been forwarded to the Government to obtain approval

to go to tender on the Dripstone High School in April of this vyear
with the view to  commencing construction in June of this year. At
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this time, word has not been received from the Government. I will
undertake to £ind out the latest information for the honourable mem-
ber.

1766  Mr KENTISH to Mr PERRON
Why is no education officer available at the Darwin‘gaol?
ANSWER

Applications have been invited for the position of teacher in charge at
the Darwin gaol. However, no suitable applications have been received
by the department. The Department of Education is endeavouring to fill
the position as soon as possible. ) ‘

1767 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING

What is the . current dinterest rate charged by the Home Finance Trustee
for additional $15,000 loans and what are the total borrowings of
the Home Finance Trustee for the additional home scheme and at what—
rate of interest has this money been secured and what additional mon=-
ies will be required to fund the scheme at the end of 19777

ANSWER

The Home Finance Trustee must ensure .that his lending rate of interest.
is in line with his borrowing rate of interest. The trustee has been
able to establish his new rate at 10% with a 1% reduction for payment
on or before the due date making an -effective 9% interest rate. The
rate of 9% effective on loans approved by the Home Finance Trustee
was established only after considering outstanding loans and estimat-
ed loans to June 1977 and future borrowings at 9.5%. It is not antici-
pated that a further review of interest rates will be undertaken be-
fore 30 June 1977. :

With regard to the toral borrowings of the scheme and- at what rate of
interest this had been secured, total borrowings at the last avail-
able date - several weeks ago - were of the order of $4.15m at an
effective overall repayment interest - rate by the Home Finance Trustee
of 8.42%. Additional monies have been secured with regard to meeting

-the present commitments of the Home Finance Trustee. These additional
monies were raised at 9.5% interest rate  and this in turn raises the
trustee's effective repayment rate to 8.58%., It is anticipated that a
further $3m will be needed to finance the scheme in 1977-78 based on
the applications and the indicated figures that I gave in answer to
an earlier question, The borrowing of this additional $3m will raise:
the repayment interest rate to 8.93% if funds can be secured at 9.5%.

1768 Mr TUNGUTALUM to Mr RYAN

I asked him on Tuesday 21 December 1976 if the owner of lot B of sec-
tion 290 Hundred of Bagot at Howard Springs intends to build an eng-
. ineering workshop 150 feet 1long on the block mentioned. Could he
please give me an answer on that question. - :

ANSWER

P

I am not toc sure whether I asked him to put that question on notice. I
do- believe that I have seen an answer. to that question from the
department. I will check and advise him, but I feel sure -that the
question has been answered. )
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1769 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN

Has the $30,000 allocated ii the last budget for a tourist development
study vet been provided?

ANSWER

I presume that the money has been allocated because the study is under
way.

1770 Mr MANUELL to Mr POLLOKK .
Has the sale of the Alice Springs Abattoirs to Wales Meat Exporters had
any effect on the supply of beef to the local domestic market in the
Northern Terrvitory?

ANSWER

I can give some advice in relation to that matter .- First, I will answer
some of the questioms that the honourable member asked on tie general
subject yesterday. He asked whether it is a fact that the shares own-
ed by shareholders to the Alice Springs- Abattoirs have been purchased
by Wales Meat Exporters. I am advised that the Alice Springs Abattoirs
has been sold to Wales Meat Exporters. It is the intention of that
company to convert the abattoirs to export 'standard and I am told
that there is intense construction and renovation activity at the
moment at the abattoirs to bring it up to export standard. It will be
raised to the Department of Primary Industry standard which is based
on American requirements for meat. T am told that the abattoirs at
this stage comsiders it does have markets and, although I have not
been advised officially, I am told that they are looking  at the pros-
pect of processing some 70,000 head per annum through the works. This
would be a considerable number of cattle and perhaps more than what
would be turned off in Central Australia itself.

Hz alse zsked whether nrovision wae being made to accormmodate the work-
force., I am told that work has already started on staff quarters in
the abattoirs area and one would imagine that the company would have
other interests in town in securing accommodation through the normal
channels.

In relation to the local market, these renovations have resulted in the
-abattoirs ceasing to kill and local domestic suppliers are restricted
at the moment. This is causing some concern. The department is endeav-
ouring to arrange a meeting of all the butchers concerned. It was un-

- successful on Friday and again on Monday but they are hopeful that a
meeting can be arranged so that adequate arrangements can be made to
maintain a suply of meat to the domestic market in the Territory.
At the moment, quite a deal of meat is being .imported to. the Terri~
tory. This is causing ~concern because Terrvitory officials are not
satisfied with some of the inspection standards at the abattoirs at

which this meat is being killed.

1771 Mr STEELE to Mr TAM.BLING‘

The Cabinet Member replied to a question concerning the number of resi-
dential blocks currently available in Darwin. What is the proportion
of government and private ownership? Is information .available con=
‘cerning the reconstruction status of housing wunits in Darwin and does
this information give details of the number of sites on which no work
has been done?
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I apologise to the honourable member for not giving the>full answer to

the question and the information he sought. Of the 10,677 house lots
in Darwin, 5,268 are owned by the private sector. The Government -has
3,072, the Department of Defence 552, the Australian Broadcasting
Commission and the Australian Railways have 85 and the ©Northern
Territory Housing Commission, 1,700. The Government has 5 sites for
flats and members will recognise that they are rather large and the
Housing Commission has 7 whereas the private sector has 408. With re-
gard to the reconstruction status, the survey that has just been com-~
pleted by the Darwin Reconmstruction Commission gives comprehensive
details with regard to the number  of houses that have been rebuilt or
new homes that have been built, homes that are currently being re-
built, homes on which temporary repairs have been carried out or per-
haps the building was restored as it was precyclone. It also gives
further information relating to sites where no work has been done or
where perhaps the sites are just clear. In the private sector, there
are 715 sites identified as' having no work done and a further 474
that are clear sites. In the Govermment sector, there are 652 sites
where either no work has been done or the sites are clear and avail-
able. Similarly, there are statistics availale for each of the other
categories and ‘I will be pleased to make these available to all hone-
ourable members. ’

Mr VALE to Mr ‘RYAN

Can he advise when the unsealed northern section of the street known as

Norman Jones Street and in fact now renamed Price Street in Alice
Springs is going to be sealed? If it is not to be sealed, what work
will be carried out immediately?

This particular section of road is used by residents. of Alice Springs
, to by-pass a secticn of the Stuary Highway. inis section of the Stuarc

Highway will be under construction shortly and the honourable member
for Stuart iis concerned that the extra traffic on that particular
section of gravel road will cause it to deteriorate. - We have made
approaches to the Department and asked for that particular section of
road to be sealed, There are some difficulties, however, because the
land on which the road is built belongs to the Railways and while the
Railways are not particularly . active - in the Northern Territory there
are still certain provisions which have to be looked at before an-
other department can carry out roadworks. on the Railway property. I

‘am still liaising with the Department of the Northern Territory on the

matter, They are going to do some gravelling of the road which will
improve it slightly but, with the assistance of the honourable member
for Stuart, I will continue to press for the road to be sealed even
if this mears the granting of a lease to the Department of the North-
ern Territory for the land on which the road is built. The amount of
money. involved is not significant and I feel sure that, providing we
keep the nose to the grindstone, we will get a satisfactory result.

Mr ROBERTSON to Mr RYAN

Is it a fact that the 2 major airlines are propesing to charge the same

air fares on the Sydney-Alice Springs-Sydney direct route &s are now
being charged for the circuitous route wvia Adelaide and Melbourne? If
so, what is his attitude to,such a fare structure, does he think it
justified and, if not, what is he doing about it? '
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Last week I spent several days in Alice Springs and this particular
matter was brought to my attention, that the pricing of the direct
flight from Alice Springs to Sydney was going to be the same as the
longer flight through Adelaide. As far as I am concerned; that is
absolutely ridiculous, particularly from a tourism point of view., If
we are going to attract people from Sydney, which is the place where
mest overseas tourists arrive in Australia, obviously we have got to
be able to offer them a satisfactory rate on a flight. I took the
matter up with the. Minister for Transport in Hobart on Friday; he
agreed with me that there. should be some reduction in the cost and
has asked me to remind him of the matter. I also on the way back
happened to cress paths with the managing director of TAA, and T
mentioned to him that we considered that it was ridiculous that they
should charge the same price for a direct flight from Alice Springs
to Sydney, that I had taken the matter up with the Minister for
Transport, that he had agreed with me and that T would be making
further application to the Minister to intervene. I also intend to
contact the airlines and bring the matter up.

- A similar situation existed I believe in the direct flight between
Alice Springs and Cairns. I believe that the airlines made a single
approach and, with a certain amount of pushing and shoving, they did
reduce the fare to something which is now considered reasomable. T
hope we can  achieve 'the same result if we speak with the airlines on
this particular flight.

1775 Mr KENTISH to Miss ANDREW

What action, if any, has been taken in respect to a number of my con-
stituents at Galiwinku in Arnhem Land who threatened an aeroplane
and a pilot with spears?

ANSWER

I do not have rthe information immediately available. T will obtain it
for the honourable member before the end of this sittings.

" 1776  Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING

How did the Home TFinance Trustee secure the finance for the additional
home loan scheme, and what effect .will the increase in the loan limit
ceiling - to say $20,000 or $25,000 ~ have on the operation of the
scheme?

ANSWER

Honourable members might be aware from the Home Loans Ordinance, that
the Trustee may accept.- an advance made to him by a bank or a body
corporate, .an ‘institution or person approved by the Minister. The
Home Finance Trustee competes with other building societies in the
money market to secure finance for the scheme's contimiance. However,
if funds cannot. be secured from private lending institutions, he does
have recourse, as a last resort, to Treasury for loans at the going
rate of interest at the banks to building societies. No funds are
appropriated to the Home Finance Trustee wunder the Appropriation Bill
~for this scheme. In the past, the trustee has been able ro ask the
Treasury to seek Loan Council approval on his behalf for his borrow-
ers. However, in 1977-78, he must present a borrowing program to the
Loan Council. This is because it is estimated that $3m - that 1is,
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200 loanms at $15,000 each - will be required. Constraint on the amount
of borrowing the trustee will be able to undertake in 1977-78, will

be subject to Loan Council approval to his program, the availability

of funds for the loan market, the amount of funds Treasury are will-
ing to advance him, and the going rate of the banks' interest to
building societies.

In consequence of an increase in the loan limit from $15,000 to $20,000
or $25,000, as has recently been called for - and, I might mention,
endorsed by the Majority Party as a necessary policy initiative - it
would have to be borne in mind. that 4it would be necessary for the
trustee to make a bid for further funds from those already estimated
for; that is, the $3m in the coming financial year. At the present
rate of interest charged by banks to building societies of 9.5%, fur-
ther borrowings by the:  Home Finance Trustee in 1977-78 beyond his
estimate may result in a further increase in the interest rate on his
lendings.

Mrs LAJRIE to Mr TUXJORTH

With the proposed opening of Casuarina Hospital, is it intended that

that hospital will be a training hospital for nurses and will Darwin
Hospital continue to be such a hospital?

My understanding is that the Casuarina Hospital will become a training

hospital, and not just for nurses aides but for the complete.nursing
course. As to whether similar functions will continue at  the present
Darwin Hospital, I will ascertain that information and reply at a
later date. -

Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN

T refer to the answer to the question before last from the honourable
member for Stuart. I take on board the remarks-he made to that ques-
tion about the washing away of -the -approaches to the Taylor Creek
Bridge but I - would like to ask the honourable member if there is any
truth in the rumour that the bridge itself has shifted in its founda-
tions since the most recent floods? '

This matter was raised in Alice Springs. I was there the day that the
washout occurred, and I heard secondhand that a police sergeant had
spoken to somebody who in turn spoke to me. The story was that the’
approaches to the bridge had washed away and that the bridge proper
had moved. It seemed unlikely to me, but anything is possible, so I
rang the Department of Construction in Darwin.and spoke to one of the
engineers. I was wunable to-get onto the person that I had asked for
but the engineer that I spoke to was aware of the problem. They were
still awaiting full reports from the area, When I said that the
approaches were washed away, he said, "That's right, they -have been
washed away approximately 100 metres from the end of the bridge and
about 1 metre deep'. This was a bit unfortunate because they had been
about to let a contract for the strengthening of the approaches. May
be somebody would like to ask me why the approaches were not made
strong in the first place and I might guess at an answer. When I men-
tioned the fact that the bridge had  moved, he thought that it would |
be extremely unlikely and suggested that that particular bridge is
built on a corner it would have a certain amount of camber. T have
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not spoken to anybody since then to confirm or denv whether he was
right or not, but he did suggest that the bridge would be built on
an angle if it was built on a corner and, with the approaches washed
away, to anybody standing back having a look it would appear that
the bridge had tilted to one side. I have not confirmed this suggest=-
ion, I may do so to try to clarify the situation.

Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON

Will he take the necessary steps to have the building covenants on res-

idential blocks extended from 1 year to 2 years?

It is the policy of the Majority Party to have the times for complying

with covenants on TrTesidential blocks extended to requiring commence-
ment within 2 vyears and completion of the dwelling within a further
2 years after the sale of blocks by the Govermment. I will be
approaching the Federal Govermment in the near future in regard to
this matter tc see if we can have this policy implemented.

Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr TUXWORTH

Could he tell me if there is a shortage of andesthetists in the Terri-

tory? If there is, can he tell wus what the intention of the Health
Department is to bring into the Territory more people qualified in
this work?

Yes, there has been and it appears there will always be a - shortage of

such professionals as anaesthetists, orthodontists, dentists, paedia-
tricians and other people who work in wvery specialised fields. The
Department of Health accepts this as a fact of life and has a con= .
tinuing program of recruitment going on but it rarely sees the occas~
ion that meets the demand.

Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr PERRON

Honourable members may have heard this morning a news report to the

effect that the Fourth Division Officers' Association has voted to
continue its bans on overtime and the 1like -which have been affecting
life in Daxwin recently. Are the continuation of these bans likely to
lead to any further power cuts being imposed on the citizenry of Dar-
win and, if so, what recommendation, if any, has the honourable Cab~-
inet Member to offer to the Minister for the Northern Territory, or
other responsible authority, to see that this intolerable situation
will not continue?

If there are people who can come up with the answer how to stop intoler-

able situations continuing, I am sure they®are going to be very wel=-
come in this country. However, being more specific in regard to the
question, I understand that there are members of the Fourth Division
Of ficer's Association in the powerhouse itself and I will undertake
to find out whether, if they went on an overtime ban, they are in a
position to restrict the power supply to Darwin. I will -advise the
honourable member on the next sitting day,
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Mr VALE to Miss ANDREW

On December 8 last vear, I asked the then 'Executive Member for Law
whether she was aware that the Police Commissioner had . apparently
issued instructions to his officers that they were under no circum-
stances to discuss police problems or personal problems concerning
their homes etc with members of this Assembly. The Executive Member
replied that she was not aware that this instruction had been issued
and therefore could not give any reason. Is she now aware of any such™
instruction and, if so, will she table a copy of it in this.Assembly?

N

No such instruction as such has been given. The Commissioner did issue
a-communiqué, number 2 of 1977, and I will read it to you. It is re—-
garding communications with members of the Legislative Assembly. "In
order that the best possible information may be supplied to the Ex-
ecutive Member for Law and other politicians, it 1is essential that
the answers to questions asked by those persons be supplied through
headquarters. Members are directed that they are not +to provide any
information under such circumstances except as outlined. Any member
approached 1is to note the question respectfully and formally reply
that the answer will be supplied from headquarters. Reports setting
out details of the request and all relevant informacion are to be
immediately forwarded through the wusual channels to the Commissioner
of Police for a reply.”

This is in line with the policy of other government departments where

. the director or permanent head usually signs . the information that is
supplied to any elected member or anyone else for that matter. It is
an administrative matter so that the person who'is responsible can
keep his finger on the pulse of his department or organisation. The
Commissioner did not intemxd 1iIn any way to deprive the police from
raising their personal problems with members. There seems to have
heer come misundercignding ermongat some nelice officers, especially
in the southern region, and the Commissioner will issue . a -further
communiqué pointing out that this relates only to matters concerning

" the police force and the work the police do.

Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON

When will the No. 5 generator at the power station be in service?

The infamous No. 5 generator at -Stokes Hill power station is expected
to be brought back on line in about the middle of March.

Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TUXWORTH

Is he aware that the Nightcliff Dental Clinic is offering to students
of primary schools in the area a dental therapy service but the
department is refusing to supply &ny means of transport? If he is
aware of this, would he take all steps to correct it?

I am not aware of this problem: I am aware that no such ferry service
is available to the other communities of the Territory but I will en=-
deavour to follow it up with the Director of Health and see whether
it can be resolved. :
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1785 Mr MANUELL to Mr PERRON

Is it a fact that there is no uniformity of curriculum amongst senior
and junior schools in the Northern Territory and, if so, why not?
Can he advise me if the Northern Territory Director of Education has

. control over the curriculum standards of these schools?

ANSWER

I believe that I should seek detailed information from the Department
of Education and present it in this House at a later date.

1786 Mr MANUELL to Mr POLLOCK

Is this year's allocation . to the Northera Territory of export tonnage
of beef to. United States markets more or less than last year? With
the purchase of the ‘Alice Springs Abattoir, will any export contract
that that abattoir gains in the near future with the United States
affect present allocations of tonnages to existing Top End abattoirs?

ANSWER

I am unagble to angwer the question because I do not have the figures
with me, One would hope that the.allocation of any additional quota
to the proposed Alice Springs export abattoir would not affect the
existing operators in the Territory. I will endeavour to find more
information and provide it to the member during this session.

1787 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK

Will he examine the archaic covenants attached to the many rural hold-
ings in the Northern Territory with a view to initiating replacement
of the present land title restrictions with incentive -covenants for
investment and improved production efficiency?

ANSWER
Yes,
1788 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING

Will future Housing Commission policy include the construction and sale
of units by use of strata title?

ANSWER

There is no present intention of the Northern Territory Housing Comm
ission to be involved in strata titles.

1789 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING

Is it a fact that the homes sales scheme for Commonwealth public ser-
vants will not be reintroduced until the final form of the proposed
single housing authority is known?

-

ANSWER

I indicated clearly vesterdav that the Minister for the Northern Terri-
tory in determinirig the terms and conditions for the sale of govern—
ment homes was of the opinion that it should be reintroduced on lines
similar to those proposed by the  Majority Party in its reintroduction
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of a Housing Commission home sales scheme. I believe that there is no
constraint for the government to wait until such time as there is a
single housing authority.

1790 Mr TUNGUTALUM to Mr RYAN .
Has the finishing and sealing of Whitewood Road and the stabilising or
sealing of Hillier Road, which is the bus circuit to the new school,

been placed on the estimates for 1977-78?

" ANSWER

I do not have that information available. T will get it and advise the
honourable member for Tiwi later on in these sittings.

1791 Mr WITHNALL to Mr RYAN

Can he confirm that there was a fire at Fire Brigade Headquarters this
morning?

ANSWER .

I cannot confirm whether there was a fire at Fire Brigade Headquarters,
I will endeavour to find out if in fact it took place. If there was a
fire at Fire Brigade Headquarters, I am quite sure that the Fire
Brigade of the Northern Territory would have handled the situation
admirably. ‘

1792 Mr KENTISH to Mr RYAN

Would he investigate the possibility of installing traffic 1lights to
function during peak hours at the Berrimah crossroads. or stationing a .
traffic policeman there at peak hours? : '

ANSWER

' I am not aware of any plans to put traffic lights at the Berrimah cross-
ing, nor am I aware of amy intentions to put a traffic policeman out
‘there. However, I 'will make some inquiries and find out what the in-
tentions are. I realise that there are some problems out there dur-
ing peak traffic times and I will try to establish what the plans are
for that crossing.

1793 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr RYAN

When will the recomstruction of Trower Road between "Crystal Cormer”
and Rapid Creek Road commence?

ANSWER

The recomstruction of that section of road is under the control of the
municipal council,

Mrs Lawrie: Are you sure?

Mr RYAN: Yes, I am sure that the repairs and upgrading of that section
of road are to be undertaken by the council, I do not know whether the
honourable Cabinet Member for Finance and Local Govermment could add
anything to that, I believe it was originally on this year's program
but I have an.idea that it may have been postponed until next vear. I
will try to confirm that later on,
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1794  Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING

We are aware that the DRC is to cease operation in December 1977. What
is to be the fate of the Citizens' Advisory Council?

ANSWER

I would hope that the fate of the Darwin Citizens' Council will be the
same as the Darwin Reconstruction Commission and it will fade out on
the same date, ’

1795 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING

Is funding to be made available to shift the speedway to another loca-
tion to allow the release of that land for other purposes?

ANSWER

The issue of relocation of the speedway is a complicated matter because
the current Speedway Association only has permissive occupancy of an
area that is a city corporation reserve. The Darwin Reconstruction
Commission, as part of its planning proposal, has been trying to
locate a suitable alternative site for the relocation of the gpeedway.
Several have been looked at in. detail, including sites behind Coona-
warra and sites at the far end of the airport adjacent to McMillans
Road in the : Berrimah area. I am not aware that the final stages of
any agreement have been reached and I am aware that the Minister will
also have to be involved with regard to the allocation of any funds
for the acquisition of the considerable capital improvements that
have been made by the Speedway Association on the present site.

1796 Mr STEELE to Mr RYAN

I draw his attention to the state of the road between Wave Hill and the
Hooker Creek settlement, Could he see that the road is immediately
graded so that development materials can get in and cattle from the
pastoral projects get out?

ANSWER

I will contact the Department of the Northern Territory which has the
responsibility for looking after these roads and see if something can
be done, i

1797 Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN

Is the Registrar of Motor Vehicles contimuing his investigation dinto
alternative coloured number plates for use in the Northern ' Territory?
Is ‘there any comment that the honourable Cabinet Member can give to
this House at this stage?

ANSWER

The  Registrar is not conducting any further investigations dinto the
matter. Last yvear they did fit number plates of various ¢olours to

"vehicles in Darwin to test their durability. The next step will be, I
would assume, for the Majority Party to examine the various colours
that have been suggested and come up with a proposed new colour for
Northern Territory number plates, I anticipate that I will be bring-
ing it before Cabinet some time this year. B
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1798 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK

This question is asked on behalf of the member for Elsey. Can the Cab-
inet Member advise if Northern Territory abattoirs will this year
announce a predecermined  price for cattle so that producers can
arrange catfle musters. and transportation well in advance of the
cattle season, and will he seek this cooperation from the abattoirs?
Is it alsp a fact that Northern Territory abattoirs sell om a forward
market? -

ANSWER

I do not know what the abattoirs are going to do this season in rela-
tion to their pricing structure or how they are going to go about it.
I will certainly take the matter up with them. As far as selling on a
forward market, we have heard it said that the Alice Springs Export
Abattoir has not got any markets yet, so I do not know how they are
going to set a price. It is principally a commercial decision for
them as to whether they set their prices in advance or whether they
set the price as the season goes on. No doubt if they set a certain
price and the market took . a sharp. upturn, the cattle producers
would want to see the prices. rise, sc¢ it 1is a dog~chasing-its-tail
situation., I will take the matter wup with the abattoirs and see if
some advice can be given to producers. -

1799  Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK

Will he summarise the results of the 1976 disease eradication program
in the beef industry and say whether the results were up to expecta-
tion? '

ANSWER

I did have some advice of this question, but unfortunately all the in-
Iormation to adequacely answer the question is not available from

* the department as yet. I will provide a full answer to the honourable
member on the next sitting day. :

1800 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETIS

Is it the intention to introduce legislation to control the pest con-
trol industry, which is flourishing in Darwin, to control the use of
pesticides and provide minimum standards of safety for people oper-
ating in that industry?’

ANSWER

Legislation of the type mentioned by the honowable member for Night-
cliff is on our legislative program. It -has been cleared as legisla-
tion nmecessary to be introduced, along with something like 90 other
items. It has been necessary, because of the volume of legislation
that needs attention, to give these various priorities and I am not
quite certain where this particular piece  stands on that priority
list. As always, we are very much hampered by drafting facilities and
when the Premier of Western Australia contacted me some weeks ago,
before the election, and offered resources, I did give him some indi-
cation that an area in which we would probably appreciate some help
would be parliamentary and legislative drafting. I hope to be able to
follaw that matter up with him now that the results of the election
are known. Subject to drafting constraints, we would hope to make
some progress with such legislation this year.
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Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS

I have asked this same question for about 5 years now. Is it the inten-
tion to introduce controls on the use of antibiotics in stock feeds
in the Northern Territory? '

I believe that some legislation in respect of quélity of stock feeds is

also on the list, but I do not think it has a very high priority and
it is unlikely, with the drafting bottlenecks that exist, that it
would be introduced this year.

Mr ROBERTSON to Mr TUXWORTH

Will the inaugural meeting of the Northern Territory Consultative Comm-
ittee on.Social Welfare take place today?

Senator Guilfoyle, Chairman of the Northern Territory Consultative Comm«
ittee on Social Welfare, has already convened the meeting in Block 8.
It started at 10 o'clock and it will continue throughout the day. I
do not have any advice on the items on the agenda that will be dis-
cussed at the meeting.

ANSWER TO QUESTION

Mr PERRON: The honourable member for Nightcliff asked me. what speech
therapy 1is available for children in the education system in the
Northern Territory. The Department of Health has recently acquired
the services of 2 speech therapists who will be available for consul-
tation by children in the Northern Territory. Further, the Department
of Education is in the process of advertising 3 further vacancies for
speech therapists.

ANSWER TO QUESTICH

Mr PERRON: The honourable member for Jingili asked me a question relat-
ing to the continuing overtime bans by the Fourth Division Officers’
Association and I undertook to find out if this would affect power
supplies in Darwin. I am advised that, although there are a consider-
able number of members of the Fourth Division Officers' Association
on the turbine floor at the powerhouse, the overtime bans were not
extended to the powerhouse. As a result; we do not expect any .power
disruptions from that quarter.

ANSWER TO QUESTION

Miss ANDREW: The honourable member for Arnhem asked me what action had-
taken place following the threatening of an aircraft and pilot with
spears at Galiwinku. In fact, I am advised that the constituents at
Galiwinku did not have any spears. There are no police charges pro-
posed against the persons involved in this incident because police
inquiries do not show that any weapon was used. I understand that

what is described as a -strong verbal protest was made to the pilot

by an Elcho Islander that charter aircraft operators should not be
allowed to bring liquor onto the island.
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1806 ANSWER TO QUESTION -
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Miss ANDRE4: The honourable member for Nightcliff asked about the
terms and conditioms under which the police in urban areas are
armed. I would advise that the police draw firearms at. the discret-
ion and direction of the officer in charge of the station to which"
they are attached - that is, the officer in charge of the station
and not the cfficer in charge of the shift. During day and evening
shifts firearms are to be concealed when carried. Concealment of fire-
arms does not apply to members whilst on money escort duty.

ANSWER TO QUESTION

Miss ANDREN: For the further information of the member for Nhulunbuy,
the boat that is hoped to be ordered, providing sufficient funds are
available, is a sixteen foot dinghy with a 35 horsepower motor and
trailer. -

ANSWER TO QUESTION

Mr TUXWORTH: The member for Arnhem asked whether there was any explan-
ation as to why persons brought into hospital at Health Department
expense from remote areas were repatriated in different ways, some
at their own expense and some at the expemse of the Commonwealth. I
have been advised by the Department of Health that the evacuation of
a patient is at public expense but the entitlement to repatriation
is based on the means test. If the former patient's income is below a
certain figure, the ~person is repatriated at public expense. Other
persons pay their own fares. ‘

ANSWER TO QUESTION

Mr TUXWORTH: The honourable member for Nightcliff asked: "With the
proposed opening of the Casuarina Hospital is it intended that that
hosrital will ke 2 training coatre for rurses, ard «ill Darvin Hos-
pital continue to be such a hospital?"., I indicated that it was my

" understanding that Casuarina would becowe a training hospital for
nurses, I have received further information to suggest that the Dar-
win Hospital training facilities  should be used for training Abor~
iginal Health workers. However, no firm decision has been made on
this aspect,

Mrs Lawrie: What about Casuarina, will it be a training hespital?

Mr TUXWORTH: Yes.
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léll Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING

Can you give a firm date as to the introduction of the sale of govern-
ment homes in the Darwin.area and advise of the terms and conditions
" of that scheme?

ANSWER

The policy with regard to the reintroduction of a sale of government
homes in the Darwin area rests entirely with the Minister for the
Northern Territory. In answer to a similar question last week, I did
indicate that the Minister was. keen +to reintroduce the scheme  as
quickly as possible on terms and conditions broadly similar to those
currently before this House in the sale of homes to Housing Commission
tenants.

1812 Mr VALE to Mr TAMBLING

Does the Government intend to satisfy local needs for housing before
disposing of the remaining Tindal homes?

ANSWER

The situation with regard to Katherine housing is that the Department of
the Northern Territory is - responsible for the construction and mana-
gement of homes for government servants in Katherine and the Northern
Territory Housing Commission looks after the general community. Both
the department and the Housing Commission regularly survey the needs
and are aware of the housing requirements of that community. The rem-
nant of houses at Tindal which was formerly a RAAF base are the prop-
erty of the Department of Administrative Services. That department
is seeking to sell and dispose of the old housing at Tindal.

1813 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING

Is it a fact that the Darwin Reconstruction Commission has agreed to a
maring proposal and, 1f 3o, what is the 1location and who are the own-
ers of the land?

ANSWER

There has been considerable press coverage to date with regard to cert-
ain town planning proposals considered at a meeting of the Darwin Re-
construction Commission some months ago. A particular developer sought
endorsement for the site which would be best described as the northern
end of Mindil Beach,the area adjacent to Darwin High School. The comm-
ission and the Town Planning Board have agreed in principle that the
site would be suitable. However, the owners of the land are the
Department of Education, which owns the areas -that approach the cliffs
on the Darwin High School side, and the Corporation of the City of
Darwin which has a reserve over part of the flat land at the base.
There has been considerable liaison between the corporation and the
planning authority to  look more carefully at the issue and to con-
tinue the arrangements to facilitate the development of a marina in
that area.

1814 Mr STEELE to Mr PERRON
If it is a fact that the marina proposal will take in high school land,

would he nave this matter looked -at very closely on the basis that
‘there is not enough land available for those facilities there and make



QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Tuesday 15 March 1977

ANSWER

1815

ANSWER

1816

ANSWER

sure that the interests of the school are safeguarded?

I will keep a particular eye on the application to take land from an

educational facility in the Northern Territory for other use and try
to ensure that the educational use is protected.

Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS

ask a -question on behalf of the member for Elsey. Has he sought ad-
vice as to whether the administration® of the - Aboriginal Land Rights
(Northern Territory) Act 1976 and the proposed supporting legislation
constitute a breach of the Racial Discrimination Act 19757 If he has
sought such advice, what were the terms of that advice?

have not sought advice myself. I have brought the matter to the atten-
tion of both the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and the Minister for
the Northern Territory and informed them of the comments made by the
member for Port Darwin in the second reading debate on the complement-
ary legislation in the earlier sittings of this Assembly. I believe
that further advice from the Attorney-General's Department will be
sought by both those ministers and that the Minister for the Northern
Territory will advise me of the outcome:

Mr. ROBERTSON to Mr TUXWORTH

Advertisements have appeared in newspapers recently calling for organis-—

ations concerned with the advancement of cultural, sporting and rec-
reational facilities in the Northern Territory to apply: for .grants
under the community grant scheme. As it has been the practice to make
grants to organisations involved in social service type activities,
has there been a change of ~elicy in that direction?

The omission in the advertisement of any reference to organisations that

perform social functions in the  community' has been brought to my
attention from many quarters of the Northern Territory. I would like
to say, without any reservation 4t-all, that there has been no change
in poliecy, It 1is the wish of the Majority Party to assist any organ-
isation which contributes in any way at all. The last thing that this
party would like to see 1is . any erosion of the existing contribution
that these organisations get. :

1817 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING

ANSWER

We are all aware that the Darwin Reconstruction Commission is closing

down its operations in the Territory and I believe some technical and
advisory staff have been given notice and are leaving. In view of
this, is the public relations department of the DRC to be the last
part of that organisation disbanded and will it remain on the payroll
until the bitter end?

am aware, as is the honourable member, that the Darwin Recomstructicn
Commission-is to terminate its activities on 31 December. With regard
tc the administrative arrangements that must be made to ensure a sat-
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isfactory transition to other departments and to the cormmunity gen-
erally, it will be important that ~ most governmment departments have a
direct liaison with Tregard to the technical and other fields. I have
not seen anv details as to how the administrative arrangements will be
made. I would hope that some of the public relations staff,at least,
will remain until the bitter end, whether or nrot it would be the full
department I do not know but I will certainly seek further information °
for the honourable member.

1818 Mr STEELE to Mr RYAN

Does the operation of the Tender Beard include obtaining a full finam-

ANSWER

cial appraisal of those companies and persons applying for a tender?
Does the Tender Board require from tendering companies a list of the
details of company directors? Is the Tender Board a fixed group of
people and what are the qualifications. of the board members? Is it a
fact that a company owned approximately 75% by the Governmeut recent-
ly lost a government contract?

do not have an answer to the first 3 parts of the question. To the
last part, I do have an answer which is yes. A company which 1is 75%
owned by the Government did lose a2 contract recently. I will get ans~
wers to the other parts of the question and advise the honourable
member later this sittings.

1819 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS

I refer to an announcement that agreement has been reached between the

ANSWER

Commonvealth and the states on the preparation of a Federal Companies
Act applying throughout the. Commonwealth c¢f Australia to be admini-
stered by a joint administration on whick the Commonwealth and the
states would be represented. I'ask whether he or any other member of
his administration has been consulted on .this matter or in the matter
of - Territory participation im the joint administration of the new
federal act. 1li the answer is no, will he j.ress strongly & claim that
the Territory should be accorded full participation upon the same
basis as the states? .

No approach has been made: to me in this matter and I believe that no

approach has been made to the Cabinet ~Member with responsibilities
in the field of law. I think the answer is probably no, and that be-
ing so I will follow up the claims of the Northem Tertitory along
the lines suggested by .the honourable member for Port Darwin. To get
confirmation of the situation I suggest that the first part of the
question at least might be redirected to the Cabinet Member for Law.

1820 Mr WITHNALL to Miss ANDREW

ANSWER

redirect the first part of the question to the Cabinet Mamber for
Law,

\

The answer is no. This matter was brought to my attention after a visit

by myself, the Majority Leader and the Deputy Majority Leader last
week, I have had discussions with the Minister, Mr Howard, and there
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ANSWER
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ANSWER
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was a meeting on 11 March to which the Territory was not invited. I
asked why. They said that the ACT was not invited either.-so I pointed
out that there was a grave difference between the state of constitu-
tional development in the 2 territories. I understand that “Mr Howard
will contact me this sfternoon to discuss the matter.

Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr TUXWORTH

Whnen will the rebuilding of the Museum and Art Gallery of thé Northern
Territory commence and on what site will it be relocated? Is he aware
that the statutory body has stored most of ‘its very valuable artifact
collections since the cyclone? In fact, the only exhibits that I know
of are the art works.

I am aware pf the difficulty that the Museums Board is having in stor-
ing its artifacts and other items of interest. In answer to the first
part of theé question, the rebuilding of a museum in this city has not
been one of the first priorities of the. DRC and understandably so. At
the moment, it has been held up by the allocation of land. In-a rec—
ent communication I had with the Chairman of the DRC' concerning the
allocation of Lland . so . that budget provisions could be made for a
museum 1in . future, he advised me that the matter is being looked at,
as it has been for the past 2 years.

Mr KENTISH to Mr TUXWORTH

Has he any knowledge of ‘a move to revive the annual Darwin Eisteddfod
and has there been any support from the DRC in that direction?

The answer to both questions is no. I have no knowledge in either in~

staace.
Mr VALE to Mr RYAN

Will the report ‘compiled by the Bureau of Transport Economics on the
Northern Territory freight and transport problems be made available
to the public? - . ’

\
)

When I attended the ATAC conference in Hobart several weeks ago, I did
ask the Transport Minister .about the current situation regarding
that report. I have followed 1t wup with a telegram this morning ask-
ing him if he could advise me " when he expects the report to be tabl-
ed in the Federal Parliament.

Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr TAMBLING

In view of the apparent desire of the honourable member for Nightecliff
has displayed in her earlier question to boost unemployment in Dar-
win by dismissing the .entire public relations- staff of the DRC and
the apparent desire of the honourable member for Arnhem to have the
mefibers of the DRC-sing for their supper, I ask whether there are
any plans - in thand for the absorption amongst existing departments of
members of the DRC staff?
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ANSWER

1825

ANSWER
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A number of the staff of the Darwin Reconstruction Commission are Aust-

ralian public servancs and have been either seconded or appointed to
positions within the Darwin Reconstruction Commission. They will nat~
urally have the right to transfer back into the Australian Public
Service, With regard to people who were employed from outside the
public service, I am aware that the Minister for the Northern Terri~
tory has instructed that the full employment implications of all
people employed should be carefully looked at and, wherever poss-—
ible, they should be - appointed 'to pesitions that may be available in
various departments. The Northern Territory Public Service would
also be keen to look at the particular abilities and availabilities
of certain staff of the Darwin Reconstruction Commission,

Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING

What is the position regarding an amendment to the Local Government

Ordinance to ensure that bylaws made by the council are valid and
enforceable? ' :

Discussions‘havg taken place between officers of the Finance and Local

Government Department and the Corporation of the. Cityv of Darwin and
tentative drafts have been prepared for examination by both the Dar-
win and Alice Springs Corporatioms. If the drafts are accepted by
the corporaticns and. the Northern Territory Cabinet, they will be
processed and amendments introduced into this Assembly,

Mr ROBERTSON to Mr RYAN

Has a tender been let for road work from Larapinta Drive between Alice

ANSWER

1827

Springs and Jay Creek? If so, what is the nature of the work, who is -
the "successful tenderer and what is the cost of that work? Has any
decision beern made on upgrading the Standley Chasm Road between Jav
Creek and Standley Chasm? : '

tender has been let for the roadworks on Larapinta Drive between
Alice Springs and Jay Creek, Concerning the second part of the ques-
tion, I have been informed that a press release has gone to the fed-
eral member for his information and to pass on to the press. I was un-
able to get that information and it cannot be release to anyone else;
he has been designated to make the release. The upgrading of the par-
ticular section between Jay Creek turnoff to the major creek cross~
ing about a kilometre from the chasm itself is on next year's draft
program. :

Mr WITHNALL to Mr TUXWORTH

Is he aware that the double-storey flats in Mitchell Street, previously

occupied by the Fire Brigade, are now occupied by some 50 people who

have no authority to be there? Is he aware that there is no water con-
nected to the premises and these people are defecating in the yard of
the premises? TIs he aware also that the Department of Health has
steadfastly refused to do anything about it, that the - police have re-
fused to do anyvthing about it and that every person in the administra-
tion of the Northern Territory who has been approached has refused to
admit that it is his responsibility? Since it clearly is the honour-
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able member's responsibility, what is he going to do about ir?
ANSWER

The f£irst thing that comes to mind would be to collect some rent. I am
not aware of any of the claims made by the honourable member. I will
look at the problem and report ©back again in this sitting as to what
action should be taken and can be taken. :

1828 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK

Can he advise if a beef carcase classification chain is to be installed
in the upgrading of the Alice Springs abattoir?

ANSWER

A beef carcase classification chain which is proposed to be experiment-
ed with at other abattoirs throughout Australia will not be installed
4t the Alice Springs abattoirs during the -upgrading project. This is
perhaps unfortunate in some respects. I have spoken to the Department
of Primary Industry and they advise that some 16 chains are to be in-
stalled on an experimental basis at abattoirs throughout Australia, in
all the mainland states but none in the Northern Territory - or Tasman-
ia. Originally, there were to be 16 to be instaliled costing some
$25,000 each; however, with devaluation, the funds will only-néow
allow the purchase of 13 so the chances of getting one are remote.
In fact, the department advises that it will not be possible and
thetefore a chain will not be installed at Alice Springs.

1829 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr PERRON

I understand that the preliminary report of the Electricity Commission
of Inquiry has been delivered to the Minister for the Nerthern Terri-
tory. and I was wondering whether the honourable Cabinet Member would
find it possible to tablea copy of that report in this House at his

earliest convenience?
ANSWER

The minister concerned is actually the Minister for Construction. I
have been’ in touch with the Minister's office since he has received
the report and have asked if he would be able to let me have a copy
of the interim report for tabling in this House, He has advised that,
as this report 1s not the final report and as the committee has
still to complete its investigations, in order that the committee's
further investigations will not be prejudiced, the Minister had de-
cided not to make this interim report public. The committee members
will be returning to - Darwin during April and the Minister expects to
receive the final report by the end of May. That report will be made
public. .

1830 ~ Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREW

When is it expected, if at all, that uniformed police will again be
identified either by number or by name?

ANSWER

The manner is under review,
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1831 = Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN

Has the Cabinet Member, following representations made eariier to the
Federal Minister for Transport, received any advice from that Federal
Minister as to the restructuring of fare costs between Alice Springs
and Sydney?

ANSWER

I have not received any further notification from the Minister for
Transport. I have, however, spoken to senior employees of one of the
airlines and explained the problem to them. The initial reaction was
that they would do something about it and 1 intend to follow that wup
and ensure that they do in fact have a look at thefare structure be-~
tween Alice Springs and Sydney. I took the trouble to measure the dis-
tances and work out the approximate mileage, and there is a differ-
ence of approximately 300 kilometres going through Adelaide to Syd~
ney rather than direct from Alice Springs to Sydney, so there is a
fairly significant distance plus the inconvenience of having to land
and take off one extra time. I hope that the companies concerned will
take the necessary action., I intend to follow it up to see that they
do.

1832 Mr ROBERTSON to Mr RYAN

What action has the Department of Construction taken over the past 2
years to complete the Dowsett houses at Papunya and Areyonga? When
will work be effected to complete construction?

ANSWER

I have been in touch with the Department of Construction. Unfortunately,
they were unable to give me the answer before the Assembly sat this
morning but I hope that I will have it after lunch.

1833 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN

Can he advise this Assembly the outcome of a conference held in Adelaide
last week concerning the need to upgrade the Stuart Highway to South
Australia?

ANSWER

The conference held in Adelaide on Saturday was reasonably successful.
There was quite a large roll-up of people who were interested. There
were the members of 'the Chamber of Commerce including the president
and vice-president from Alice Springs, the federal members, Mr Calder
and Senator Kilgariff. There were also representatives from industry
and the pastoral industry in South Australia as well as opposition
members of the South Australian Parliasment, The question of the road
into the Northern Territory was discussed at some length and some-
thing which I think - in the Northern Territory we have been aware of
for some time was confirmed, that the road is a very important link
to the Territory. I think South Australians are at last coming to
realise that the road link is an. important link to them, particularly
to their industrv. I think they realise now that because of the seal~
ing of the road from Queensland and the subsequent use of that road by
a large number of  truck operators their business with the Northern
Territory has been reduced.
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The day before the meeting, I went to see the Minister for Tramsport in
South Australia to ask him what the current situation 1s regarding
any future work on the highway. I may have mentioned at the last sit=
tings that, with the road funds as they are this year, most states
are extremely unhappy with the amount of money being given for the up-
grading of roads in Australia, and South Australia was amongst them.
The Minister informed me that, in view of the fact that they have had
insufficient funds granted to them this year, there is a very strong
possibility that they will reduce the amount of work that they were
going to do next. year, which was to seal a section of road between
Port Augusta and Pimba. It is quite likely, .according to’'the Minister,
that this will even be taken off the program in South Australia next
year, which means that the Stuart Highway is going backwards instead
of forwards. That is one of the reasons I proposed that motiom to be
debated tomorrow. I am hoping that South Australia will also keep the
pressure on. The purpose of this meeting also was to ensure that the
federal members interested will also, in the form of submissions which
have been asked for from all people interested, be putting the press=-
‘ure on the Federal Government to make funds available.

1834 Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN

Has he had any indication from the Federal Minister responsible for the
Australian Boradcasting Commission or Telecom about the connection of
Alice Springs with the microwave 1link? When can Alice Springs expect
to be connected with that link and receive and enjoy current televis-~
ion programs as. enjoyed by other states? '

i

ANSWER

I do not have any information as to when that is likely to happen but I
will attempt to find out and advise the honourable member for Alice
Springs later in the sittings. ‘

1835 (Number not used)
1836 Mr STEELE to Mr PERRON

Are new primary schools for Darwin being designed for the 3~-tier school
system? .

ANSWER

The answer to that question is no. Preliminary investigations in Darwin
are now being conducted in all sections of the community to determine
whether or not such an arrangement as the 3-tier school system best
suits Darwin's needs. - I E

1837 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr POLLOCK

Recently, Canada, the United States, Russia and, to a lesser eﬁtent,
Japan, unilaterally declared 200 mile prohibited fishing zones off
their coasts, Now that 'countries such as  Japan, Korea and Formasa
have been chased out of coastal waters off Russia, Alaska, Canada and
the United States will the Federal Government take any action to
counter what will obviously become a massive move-by all those fish-

" ing countries to fish in waters off the Australian coast and serious-
ly deplete our fisheries reserves?
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ANSWER

1838

ANSWER

The matter of the 200-mile limit has been of some contention throughout

the world for some time, My understanding is that the Commonwealth

. Government's attitude has been not to take unilateral action  but

rather to get a consensus and to act in concert with an internation-
ally defined agreement. We have been waiting and no action intermat-
ionally has been agreed upon. I understand that the countries of the
South Pacific region had a conference in Suva last year and resolved
that if the forthcoming Law of the Sea Convention did not make a
decisicn on the matter, then all countries in the South Pacific reg-
ion would act in concert to implement the 200-mile sea limit. This is
the situation at the moment, If the next conference on the law of the
sea does not agree on the matter, then .the countries of the  South .
Pacific will act in concert and implement the 200-mile limit.

Mr DONDAS to Mr TUXWORTH

What facilities will there be available at the Casuarina Hospital for

I

—

the training of nurses? : s

have had  further advice £from the Department of Health concerning
training schemes for nurses. It is intended that a school of general
nursing and a school of midwifery nursing will be established at the
Casuarina Hospital. Students from the school of general nursing will
spend time in both Casuarina and Darwin Hospitals whilst gaining
clinical experience. I have also another comment ' to make about the
possible use of the Alice Springs Hospital as a training centre: the
department is still of the opinion that it will remain as -a major
school for training nursing aides, in the future.

1839 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN

ANSWER

I

ask this question on behalf of the honourable member for Elsev. Is he

aware c¢f havdship Leing caused to residents in the Victoria River
district - by the <failure of the Government to provide reasonable
access over the King River on the Victoria Highway?

am aware of the problems that exist on the Viectoria Highway with re-
gard to the King River bridge. I believe that the King River bridge is
not on the program for upgrading and I have found out that, while the
Victoria Highway is being designated a national highway, there is some
proposed corridor study to establish where the road is going to run as
a national highway, This is news to me and if it is in fact true it
would appear that we have once again seen the abuse of a corridor
study being thrown up which as far as I am concerned only holds up the
upgrading of any highway. In fact, I think that might be a problem we
will strike with the Barkly Highway, "So things do not look all that
good out on the Victoria Highway. But we will keep pressing and hope
that we will get something done to upgrade the bridge as well as many
of the other trouble spots which occur in the Northern Territory road
system.
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1840

ANSWER

Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr TAMBLING

Is the honourable member aware of the proposal to rezone lot 4589 Fresh-
water Road, Jingili? This is presently held . under . an agricultural
lease and to what use does the applicant for rezoning intend to put
the land? Are there any objections to the proposal and, if so, how

. many? .

I am aware of an application by a proposed developer of the site in
Freshwater Road. I believe the applicant 'is-a sporting association
which-would like to use the lease for both recreational and clubhouse
facilities. It has been advertised and objections have been invited.
I have not yet seen any resubmission of the proposal with any objec-
tioms.

1841 . Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING

ANSWER

Is he aware that Lands Branch is sending out letters to holders of Dar-
win town leases who have residential leases and who presently have
caravans on those blocks advising them that the leases will be for-
feited unless they move the caravans within 28 days? I am. seeking to
know whether there was any liaison between Lands Branch and the DRC
before this action was taken.

I am aware that there has been consultation with the Darwin Reconstruc-
tion Commission and the Corporation of the City of Darwin with regard
to a number of very unsatisfactory caravan tenancies, if I can call
them that, on residential allotments in Darwin and that the matter is
cutrently under review. I am not surprised that the Lands Branch mav
have taken action where these unsatisfactory situations have been
Wighlighted, I would be  keen to learn of any situations where ¢he
honourable member may believe that the Lands Branch has acted gen~
erally rather than looking at specific cases,

1842 . Mr VALE to Mr TAMBLING

ANSWER

1843

This question is asked on behalf of the honourable member for Barkly.

Can he advise what the position is regarding the removal of kerbside
petrol pumps in Tennant Creek? ' ' :

For some time the petrol bowsers in Tennant Creek, where there are a

number of them still on footpaths, has been a very lively topic in
that community, The Town . Management Bcard and the Department of the
Northern Territory were actively involved in it, My department has
- been looking very carefully at this over the last couple of months and
we have now reached an agreement with the Department of the Northern
Territory that any action will be deferred wuntil an auction for a
future service station site has taken place. In addition, an extension
to the existing service station site will be permitted . to allow re-
building.and installation of the pumps in an acceptable iccation.

Mr MANUELL to Mr TAMBLING

Have tenders yet been called for the construction of the bridge over

the Todd River in Alice Springs and, if so, when do tenders close?
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When is it expected that work will commence on the contract and does
he have any idea of the completion date of that bridge?

ANSWER

I ask him to place that question on notice,.
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1844 Mr EVERTNCHAM to Miss ANDREW

My ouestion is of particular relevance . because  late last vear we saw
rhe passare of the Counter Disaster Ordinance. = Is the honourable Cab-
inet Member aware of the stress that was caused to residents of low
lying property along Rapid Creek last night by flooding, and. the
further distress which may be -expected later today when the tide
comes in? If so, what steps have been taken to alleviate this dis-
tress? Are accommodation centres being made ready if these are to be
needed and are sandbags to be placed in position to actempt to miti-
gate damage to the houses? - i

ANSWER

* Yes, I am aware of the flooding danger at Rapid Creek. The Director of
Emergency. Services and members . of his department and representatives
of the Police Force are .currently out in the area conducting a sur-
vey as to what is best to do, I will report to the House the results
of that survey later in the day.

1845 Mrs LAWRLIE to Mr TAMBLINC ‘ ;

A report relating to the Cyclone Tracy Relief Trust Fund was tabled in
the Federal House last month. Why has that report not been tabled in
this House?

ANSWER

I believe the report referred to by the honourable member was a routine
monthly report or several of them that were tabled in the Federal
House, ‘I will seek to obtain a copy and have it tabled.

1846  Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON

Is he able to tell me when the - contract is to be let for the building
of the Dripstone High School? :

ANSWER

I have  constantly, over the past feéw months, sought information from
the Darwin Reconstruction . Commission as to the progress with the
plans to comstruct the Dripstone High School. During the first week
of this  sitting I answered a question to the effect that the Gov-
ernment had not as yet replied to the Darwin Reconstruction Commiss-—
ion's requests for permission to go to tender before the end of the
financial year. 1 believe the situation may still be the same at the
moment. However, I will wundertske  to get tue information today and
supply it to the honourable member.

1847  Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr PERRON

He has no doubt seen news reports recently in relation to the Land and
Business Agents Ordimance which was passed through the Legislative
Council in 1974. Why has the ordinance not yet come into effect?

ANSWER

The Land and Business Agents Ordinance has been with the drafting off-
ice for some considerable time awaiting modifications so that it
could be brought into effect, The ordinance as it was passed through
the then Legislative Council left much to be desired. The structure
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of the board which was to be set up was quite unsatisfactory. It
seems that there had been insufficient consultation with the govern-
ment departments who would have responsibility for administering the
ordinance at the time that <the ordinance was being drafted and pass-
ed through the House. I have done an extensive amount of work on the
ordinance and made recommendations to the people who write up draft-
ing instructions. The bill is bogged along with: many others in the
system because we are faced with a shortage of drafting facilities.
The Majority ©Party i1s as anxious as the Northern Territory Real
Estate Institute is to get this ordinance into effect so that there
is some control, particularly over the trust account activities of
real estate agents in the Northern Territory.

1848  Mr VALE to Mr RYAN

Is he aware that in Alice Springs there are no scaffolding inspectors
and that fees are apparently being collected for the inspection of
building scaffoldings? Will he undertake to have either a building
“scaffolding inspector appointed immediately or to have those in-
spection fees suspended?

ANSWER

I have an answer somewhere here on my desk, It would appear it has been
misplaced. I am afraid I will have to find the answer and relay it

-

to the honourable member as soon as 1 can.

1849  Mr KENTISH to Mr PERRON
Are Aboriginal children required by law to attend school in the same
way as white children are?

ANSWER

Yes, the Education Ordinance in the Northern Territory does not differ-
entiate between Aboriginal childrem and non-Aboriginal children, so
Wt daaa

in fact I understind Aboriginal <children are legally obligsd to
attend school.

1850 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING

Can he give any indication as to the fate of the demountable units
purchased by the DRC for use by the Department of the WNorthern Terri-
tory? When is it expected that vacated units will be disposed of -and
has the method of disposal been decided, will it be by auction or by
what method?

ANSWER

am aware  that the demountables are the property of the Government. A
number of them were purchased by the Darwin Reconstruction Commiss=
ion and a number of them  were purchased prior to funds being made
available to the Darwin Reconstruction 'Commisgion. The commission has
currently under review a recommendation to go to the Minister on how
the demountables ought to be disposed of and the Minister for the
Northern Territory has =also instructed his department to ascertain
what commumnity interests are expressed in this; for example, should
N a number of the demountable toilet and facility blocks be made avail-
able to the c¢ity corporation, should service clubs and community
organisations such as 0ld Timers Homes -~ not necessarily in Darwin -
have access to them. I am aware that the Minister has commissioned a

=
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1851

ANSWER

1852

ANSWER

1853

ANSWER

1854

ANSWER

study of the implications of making the money available to community
groups and the terms and conditions that Treasury would find accept-
able.

Mr DONDAS to Mr TUXWORTH

Why has the new wing of the Katherine Hospital not been used?

I will obtain the information for the honourable member.
Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr TAMBLING

Can he advise whether it is a fact that, as early ag 1974, plans were
designed for the augmentation of the sewerage system at Rapid Creek
and, if that is a fact, why has the contract not been let before to-
day? '

The design of the sewerage requirements for Rapid Creek was carried
out in 1974. Cyclone Tracy had a major impact on the Darwin commun-
ity late in that year -and, as 'a result, a large proportion of the
area was naturally affected by what became known as the surge area.
Further, there were insufficient funds in the 1974-75 works program
for the contract to go ahead. I am now advised that the job will go
to tender on- Thursday 17 March.

Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING R

I ask this question on behalf of the member for Elsey. Has Treasury
made a decision on the request for surplus transportable buildings
for the 01d Timers Home in Katherine?

This matter is related . to the study that the Minister for the Northemrn
Territory has commissioned with regard to ~the use and financial im-
plications of making demountables available to community organisa-
tions, I am not aware that Treasury has finalised the temrms and con-
ditions under which such units can be transferred to community org-
anisations,

Mr BALLANTYNE to Miss ANDREW

On 1 March, I asked a question about the police boat at Nhulunbuy and
the Cabinet Member gave me an answer with which I was not too happy,.
Is the 16 foot boat with the 35 'hp moter only an interim measure to
help overcome the problem and will ' the commissioner give considera-
tion in the future to buying a much larger boat to go out into the
ocean and provide a rescue service in that area? i

The provision of boats or other equipment is always governed by finan-
cial restriction, The provision of the 16 foot .motor boat for Nhul-
unbuy was the best that could be done under the current financial
arrangement. Further consideration to the whole scope of. the provis-
ion of boats for police forces throughout the Northerm Territory,
whether it be for crossing rivers in the Tennant Creek area or in
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1855

ANSWER

1856

ANSWER

1857

ANSWER

1858

the coastal situation, is being reviewed by the planning and research
section of the police force and consideration is being givan to other
tvpes of boats.

Mr VALE to Miss ANDREW

Are there any proposals to  increase the number of police officers on
settlements from 2 to 3 and, in those other remote areas where there
is one officer, to intrease the number to 27

a

The police force would be only too delighted to have a minimum of 3
officers on these settlements. The placement of police officers is
governed by the ceiling restrictions placed on the Northern Terri-
tory Public Service and there are only so many men to go around.
There will ‘be a continuation of this policy of 2 men and, in some
situations, 1. man on the settlements until such time as the numeri~
cal strength of the police force is increased.

Mrs LAWRIE 'to Mr PERRON

At the last sitting I spoke of illiteracy in Northern Territory schools.
Bas he discussed this problem with the Director of Education? Has
he received any advice from the director, if so, could he advise
this House? Further, is it his ' intention to make representation for
special remedial teachers fo be made available to overcome the in-
credible problem of illiteracy?

If I recall correctly, the honourable member's question earlier in
these sittings related to a number of positions for speech thera-
pists which were still vacant.

Mrs Lawrie: No, it had nothing to do with speech therapists.

Mr  PERRON: If the honourable member is referring to her adjournment
debate speech, no, I have not studied it in detail at this stage nor
-made any representations on her behalf to the lirector of Education.

Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr TUXWORTH

Is he aware of a virus in the Territory <called the Roys River Virus?
If so, can he tell me if there has been any -research done on this
virus in recent years? Is he aware that there  have been cases rec-
ently I understand in the Nhulunbuy area, and have there been cases
known in the Darwin-Top End area in recent times?

I must confess 1 have no knowledge of any virus called the Ross River
Virus. In reply to the rest of the member's question, I will en-
deavour to get the answers for him during this sittings,

Mr EVERINGHAM to Dr 'LETTS

I was very pleased to see the report in last night's paper of a re-
distribution plan. What type of machinery will have to be set up to
carry out the proposed redistribution and how long might that take?
Is it possible that seats such as Port Darwin which -have lost 1,000
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constituents might disappear in the redistribution?

ANSWER

I was also pleased to see that the ¥inister has decided to initiate a
redistribution following representations  which I have made to him
for some time. The machinery is set out in the Northern Territory
Administration Act. The announcement said that a committee would be
established within a month but T hope that it will be earlier. Two
of the 3 members of the cgmmittee are prescribed by the WNorthern
Territory Administration Act so there 1is really only one member to
be appointed. On the assumption that it could be set up within the
next fortnight, I do not believe that it has a very large task to
do because some of the matters which it has to take into considera-
tion have no doubt already been considered by the committee which
was set up in 1974 for this purpose. The physical features have not
changed, the means of communication have not changed to a great ex-
tent and the diversity of ‘interest has not changed markedly. Thus,
it will be mainly a redistribution based on distribution of popula-
tion. I do not think . that the  committee will have a very prolonged
task in drawing lines on a map and publishing those maps in the
Northern Territory Gazette. I am not trying = to pre-empt the work of
the committee but I think that, with the information that they have
available, probably 2 to 3 weeks would be sufficient to consider the’
population - distribution. On publication of the maps, they would have
to wait 30 days for public comment and reaction to those maps. That
would take us wup until early May and, after examining the public
comment, they - submit their final report to the Minister and the elec-
toral boundaries become fixed. It seems that the whole thing could be
done by the end of May.

As far as Port Darwin elecférate is  concerned, the committee has to
take into account the  population figures as well as electoral roll
figures and 2 sets of figures have been issued in the last.day or sc
‘which illustrate the discrepancies between those. For example,
Victoria River 1is one of the biggest electorates in terms.of total
population but it is not so high in terms of people on the electoral
roll. If Port Darwin is to disappear by virtue of its diminution of
numbers, and .that is a job for the electoral committee to decide, I
would be quite happy to accept it as an extension of the Darwin -Har=-
bour which is at present in my electorate. '

1859 Mr STEELE to Mr POLLOCK ;

Is it true that the shipping of livestock will again take place through
the port of Darwin, what numbers of cattle and buffalo are expected
and are shipping facilities available to satisfy the needs of the
exporters? :

- ANSWER

I understand that Jlive herd cattle shipments are to recommence through
Darwin but, at the moment, the facilities are not available. I have
asked the departments for advice on the matter and will advise the
honourable member during this sittings.

1860 Mr KENTISH to Mr RYAN \

Is he aware of any provision in the estimates for the sealing of the
branch road to Umbakumba on Groote Eylandt?
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ANSWER

I am not aware of any provision for the sealing of the Umbakumba Road
but T will seek the informationm.

1861 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING

Has his attention been drawn to the fact that a sewerage inspection
pit in Conigrave Street Fannie Bay has overflowed during every wet
season for the Llast 15 years and, if so, has he invited the atten~
tion of the Department of Reconstruction to this problem?

ANSWER

My attention has not been drawn recently to this problem. However, I
will make the necessary representatioms.

1862 - Mr VALE to Mr RYAN

Is he yet able to answer my question concerning building  scaffolding
inspectors?

ANSWER

I have found the answer but I am not all that happy with it. I will
discuss it further with the department because I do not think it
answers the question satisfactorily.

1863 ANSWER TO QUESTION

Mr PERRON: The honourable member for Alice Springs asked me whether it
is true that there is'no uniformity of curriculum amongst senior and
junior schools in the Northern Territory and, if so, why there is
not. He also asked whether the ©Northern Territory Director of Educa-
tion has control over the curriculum standards of these schools. A
reply has been supplied to me by the department:

For all primary schools in the Northern Territory, there are re-
commended course  outlines 1in all subjects. The diversity of our
schools demands an extensive range of recommended courses to be
available. Not all of  these are qlways in print as limitations on
funds and printing facilities make it <impossible to keep up with the
‘high twrn over in staff and consequent loss of published materials.
Most schools have recommerded courses in most subjects and have
access to those that they lack through the cwrriculunm advisers
services upon derand. - The professional  judgment of teachers
determines the manmer in which the courses will be used and, on many
occasions, such of the options auvailable as will best suit a part-
teular school or group of children within a school.

Particularly upon matters where community valugs are rnot clear,
community pariicipation 1in such decisions 18 required. An emmple
would be in the elements of cultural education programs in Aboriginal
communities or choice of vemacular language for a bilingual program.
This 18 muck less likely to havpen where the recommended  guidelines
on writing, reading and mathemoties are concerned.

Secondary schools are «all congtrained by the fact that the South
Australien Public Examination Board's matriculation will be taken by
all those whe plan to go on to tertiary education. This influences

all levels of secondary education and it 1is argued that, where so

~-

—
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1865

1866

1867

small a proportion of children actually seek a tertiary education,
the strength of the influence may well be <nappropriate and even
damaging. Teachers are very aware of this and various programs ars
under way to try to protect the best interests of those for whon a
tertiary education is not likely. Some 80% in the Nortnern Territory
will quite certainly not seek tertiary  education. Within the last
year a scheme both to pnomote and control the development of more
appropriate courses for such students has been wnderway. A
registration . committee of the Northern Tervitory Division of the
Australian Department of Education checks the planning and  docu-
mentation of all year-11 and year-12 courses which are not directed
to the Matriculation examination. A register of these courses will be
published within the next few weeks as it is currently in draft szm

Courses included in this register will be available upon request from
either the schocl or the head office of the division in Darwin and
only these, or recommended South Australian courses, may = be included
in the Northerm Territory School Leavers Certzfiaaue for year 11 and
12 school leavers.

ANSWER TO QUESTION ‘

Mr TAMBLING: The honourable member for Wightcliff asked questiomns with
regard to the widening of Trower Road and what' provision has been
made for this to commence this year or next year. The information
that has been supplied to me is that the proposal . widen Trower
Road in Nightcliff involves a 2-stage program. The flrst stage, the
widening of the outbound lane between Nightcliff Road and Oliver
Street, went to tender on 17 March this year. The second stage, the
widening of - the inbound lane, has been proposed for the 1977-78 fin-
ancial year. Such a proposal, of course requires the approval of the
Federal Government and, if such approval 1is granted, it is proposed
that stage 2 /comence after stage 1 has been completed.

ANSWER TO QUESTION

Mr TAMBLING: The other question asked of me by the honourable member
for Nightcliff related to the Bagot Speedway, as to when it would be
relocated, where it is to be relocated and whether any money had been
made available for its relocation. The  additional information pro-
vided to me is that the relocation of° the Bagot Speedway is related
to the proposed development of thé residential = subdivision adjacent
to the ' present speedway site. No date for any relocation of the

" speedway has been set but a proposal to change its site has been put
forward for the next financial year. The proposal has yet to be con-
sidered by the Federal Government. If approved, the proposal for the
relocation of the speedway involves the devélopment of a -new site at
the eastern end of the Darwin -airport rumnway. No funds have been
expended on the proposal to date.

ANSWER TO QUESTION

Mr RYAN: The honourable member for Tiwi asked whether the sealing of
Whitewood Road will take place in the finencial year 1977-78. The
answer is that no proposal to extend the -sealing of Whitewood Road
has been included in the proposals for the next financial vear. How=-
ever, at present a program of safety sign posting is being under-
taken on this road, )

ANSWER TO QUESTION

Mr RYAN: The honourable member for Tiwi asked me about the building of
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1869

an engineering workshop. The following information has been supplied
to me: "It is the intention of the owners of Lot 5, Section 2190,
Bagot to build an engineering workshop on that land, The approximate
dimensions of the proposed building are 115 feet by 52 feet. A per-
mit to comstruct the building was issued on 19 October 1976."

ANSWER TO QUESTION

Mr RYAN: I was asked a question about the Taylor Creek bridge. There
was some doubt about its stability, 'I have been assured by the
Department of Construction  that the bridge has not moved. As I
speculated earlier, the bridge is located on a corner and there is
super elevation on the bridge which gives the impression that it is
leaning one way. ’

ANSWER TO QUESTION

Mr TUXWORTH: Yesterday I received a question from the honourable mem-
ber for Port Darwin concerning the illegal occupancy of a set of
double storey flats in Mitchell  Street. The Department of Health
has provided the following answer: '"The building referred to is con-
trolled by the Department of the Northern Territory and it is to be
transferred to the Department of Health for  use as a sobering. up
centre and headquartets for the Darwin Foundation for Drug and Al-
cohol Dependencv. The Department of the ©Northern Territory is
currently in contact with Crown Law concerning the eviction of illeg-
al squatters and believes it is quite false for the honourable mem-
ber to say that the Department of Health and the Department of the
Northern Territory have refused to take action. ’
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1870 . Mr DONDAS to Dr LETTS - o

Has the Commonwealeh Government been-asked for a clear statement of /its
pollcy concerning the 2 kilometrés of sea adjoining Aboriginal land?

Has the Government stated a policy and, if so,\what is that policy?

. ) .
ANSWER
‘ The answer is yes. On 7 Febfnary this year, I made a formal request to
the Government through the Minister for the Northemn Territory to in-
.dicate the policy on the 2. kilometre = off-shore -sea ownership. I
pointed out that a number cof ministers' werew involved including the
Minister for Primary Industry who issuss Commonwealth fishing  lic-
ences, the Minister for Natiomal Resoutrces who is concerned with off-
~ shore explération and resources, . the . Minister for Enviropment who is -
concerned with marine parks where they occur off the Australian coast-
lene, the Minister for the Northern Territory, the Minister for Abor-
iginal Affairs and p0551bly some other Commonwealth Ministérs =« I
sought a'collective government view on the matter but I Hhave not yet
. : recelved that v1ew.L ) /
1871  Mr MANUELL to Mr: POLLOCK - R
) . . .

Is any prov;51on made by the Department of the Northern Terrltory for
the loading of livestock onto aircraft at the Alice Springs airport?
-If there is no provision.at the present time, is there any plan by the :
department to . provide these facilities, thereby pemitting the export
of live cattle by air from Allce Sprlngs and the Cefitral Australlan

? N
region? | . ,

N . . ;

ANSWER

At present there are no facilitiee at the  Alice Springs airport for the
loading of live cattle onto aircraft. I had a .preliminary ' discussion

a couple of weeks ago with a departmental officer abour the matter -

and it is our feeling that if a need arises- for the  loading of live-
stock .at Alice Springs, then the use of portable yards and facilities
could be quite  easily made available and there would not be any great
problem in providing the facility at relatlvely -short - notice. I am
‘quite confident that if something more positive or ‘more long-term
was needed, then'the appropriate steps would be taken in that regard.s

1872  Mr VALE to Miss ANDREW v
: ' . ) .
Wlll she give; considération to plac1ng an addltlonal pollce officer
temporarlly at settlements on pay weekends” ¢
ANSWER - )
=~ ) N i ; : N ' VoL
Certainly consideration “will be given to this but, as I stated in my.
. answer yesterday, restrictions on both finance and manpower make this’
e v1rtually 1mp0551b1e at the moment. ‘ L/

1873 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS

L " Is he aware that the Rules of 'the Supreme Cowrt Ordinance are not
available anywhere 1in the Territory; one has'to writé to Canberra for
copies? Would he take. immediate steps 'to . see that copies are made
available in the Territory for people wishing to purchase3:hem?

/
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ANSWER - ( ' ;o

I was not aware of this and I thank . the honourable member for drawing
it to my attention.. I will do the best I ' can in conjunction with the
Cabinet Membér for Law to see that the neé¢ds of the people of the-
Northern Territory are met in this regard, ’ o

1874 3Mr\STEELE’to Mr POLLOCK
Will the financial collapse of the Parkes group of codpanies last week
have any affect on the Katherine meatworks?

~

ANSWER | - . , S

I am advised that the collapse of the Parkes group of companies last
week will not have any affect on the operation of the Katherine meat-
works. There is no financial connection between the two operations al-

- though the principal of the Parkes group of companies is & member of
the board of the company which does: have connections with the Kather-
ine abattoir. The connection.is no more than a manpower situation and

N there is no financial’ 1mpL1cat10n

1875 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS -
Can he' advise me to what extent the latest Aboriginal claims for land

cover the Northern Territory? - .

ANSWER | : ' , .

S )

I can provide some information. Claims are still being lodged through
the land councils with the office of the  Interim Land Commissioner.
There is difficulty in obtaining some details of these  claims. - The
Interim Land Commissioper can indicate the name of a particular claim
but not always the actual details of the total area imvolved in each.
claim, The office of the Department of Aboriginal Affairs also has
5some information 'in this regard. The Woodward Report. suggested that,
on claims being received, ‘they should e transmitted Lo the Deparc-
ment of the Northern Territory so that ' the Lands Branch there can
have this information and examine it. I understand that this is not
the general rule, -that ‘there are considerable 'delays in obtaining
that information and!it is not always possible to obtain it in detail.
However, I have been attempting to map the known' claims that have been
‘lodged as they come. in and I have a'rough map prepared. I am trying to
‘get this done in the form of a  properly printed map which would be
available to members of this Assembly, I hold up this copy which in=
dicates- in terms of the coloured areas the extent. of _the  claims now
b N officially lodged - with the Land - Commissioner and indicate that~to
the best of my calculations this now represents some 35% of the land

area of the Northern Térrltory I 4m still working on this and. .I will " -

provide further details to the honourable member as soon -as they are
available. : . :

1876 ~ Mr’ STEELE to-Dr LETTS
Is it a fact that the Right Honourable Malcolm Fraser is involved in a
company that has some organisationdl or management effect in the
Northern Territory? Is it true that .there is . a land claim on that
cattle property? . ’ :
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ANSWER

1877

ANSWER

1878

ANSWER

I cannot answer the question with any .degree of accuracy. The only con-
nection that I know is that one of Mr Fraser's relatives was a member
of the board of a cattle station in the Northemn Territory. I under-
stand there is now a claim over part of that statiom,

Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN

What effect, if any, has the cutback on the day labow force within the

Department of Construction had? If the cutback in day labour has had
a detrimental effect, has the private sector been able to take up the
slack that has been created? )

The government attitude towards the public sector  has been to reduce
staff wherever possible. This is reflected in the Department of Con-
struction and I believe that there are some problems being encounterw
ed in the day to day operation of certain types of work. The day lab-
our force has been fairly active’ over past years in the Northern Ter-
ritory carrying-out emergency repairs and also general maintenance.
As a result of the reductions, it was hoped that the private sector
could pick up the slack. It does appear, however, that certain types
of work are difficult to handle through the tender system. Documents
have to be prepared and then the normal time lapse occurs between the
calling of the tenders: and the letting of the tenders. With a day
labour force, the supervisor is able to inspect a road and then de-
ploy part of the day labour force to carry out the work. Whilst there
has been a certain picking up of the work by the private sector, the -
Government should look closely at its attitude to the day labour
force and make sure that they do not leave us in a situation where
emergency work cannot be carried out because of red tape,

Mr MANUELL to Mr TAMBLING

What was the total amount spent by the Commonwealth Government in recon-
structing Darwin after the cyclone?

I am sure honourable members will appreciate that the Commonwealth Gov~
ernment's contribution to the reconstruction of: Darwin has been quite
substantial. It is basically funded through a number of agencies: the
Darwin Reconstruction Commission which handles the civil works pro-
gram that the Commonwealth takes as a liability, the Northern Terri-
tory Housing Commission and also the special 6% loan scheme conducted
by the Home Finance Trustee. The figures that have been made available
to me - and I will round them off to the nearest million for convens
ience = show that an amount of $22m was spent on restoration work in
the first 6-month period after the cyclone, that is, Commonwealth rese
toration of a  capital nature; the Darwin Reconstruction Commission.
has spent  in its program to date approximately $21lm; the Northern
Territory Housing Commission has spent on capital projects in the
same period approximately $2%m; and the Home Finance Trustee for the
6% reconstruction loan ‘has provided $22m. That gives a total at this
stage of $284m. I would point out that a considerable proportion of
the expenditure by the Darwin Reconstruction Commission and the Northw
ern Territory Housing Commission would have been expended in the nor-
mal course of events under the civil works program. '
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1879

ANSWER

1880

ANSWER

1881

ANSWER
1882

ANSWER

1883

Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON

How many blocks of industrial land in the Darwin areéa have been auction-
ed by the Department oi’ the NT each year since 1270 and what was the
average price paid for land per block at each of these auctions?

I sought to have answers to these questions yesterday from the Lands
Branch and so far I have failed to get those answers. I have no option
but to ask the honourable member for Casuarina to place the questions
on notice. : -

Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING

In the adjournment debate last night, I advised him I would be asking
for answers to questions relating to -the Cyclone Tracy Trust Fund. I

- have discussed the matter with the honourable member so there is no
need  to repeat the question in detall, When can the  answers be
expected? .

I have made representation to the Minister's office and to officers who
service the trust fund for the information. I am sure that the honour-
able member will appreciate that it is complex to get some of this
information out and the department is. seeking to do so today. The
Minister for the Northern Territory is -absent overseas and the matter
will have to be referred to the Acting Minister's office. I was ad-
vised this morning that hopefully the answers would be available this
afternoon,

Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING
Would he also attempt to obtain an answer to the question I asked him 2

days ago as to why the monthly reports from the Cyclone Tracy Relief
Trust Fund have not Leen tabled in this House? s

I have already asked for that informatiom.
Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON

When will the next industrial land auction be held?

I am informed that this '1s a matter of policy.and the answer would not
be supplied to me. .

Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr RYAN

Is he aware of the tour DCY9 service from Perth to Cairns being estab-
lished by TAA? Is he aware that already we have a jet service from
Perth to Nhulunbuy by MMA which is a long standing company in the
Territory and Western Australia? Is there any action to be taken for
MMA to extend its service from Perth, Darwin, Nhulunbuy and Cairns?
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ANSWER

1884

ANSWER

1885

ANSWER

1886

I know that 2 weeks ago TAA did have what they called a proving flight

from Perth. The service has mnot yet been started. There are still
some problems on interpretations of the court ruling. I assume that
they will go ahead as soon as they have been clarified. MMA has had a
jet service from Perth to Nhulumbuy for some  time. I have certainly
no objections to another company starting up a similar service. 4
bit- of competition can have some beneficial results for the people
who live in the area. 1 do not know of any reason why Ansett could
not have a jet service from Nhulunbuy to Caims. I think 1t is up to
the companies themselves to decide whether it is worth it. As far . as
the Territory 1s concerned, we do not care how many flights come in
and go out of the place as long as there are plenty of them. We will
have as many as they are prepared to put om.

Mr KENTISH to Mr POLLOCK

Is a Darwin farmers' produce market to be established and, if so, under

what control and when and where will it be?

In recent weeks, there have been talks between the Mayer and myself.

Last Friday, there was a public meeting called in Darwin to discuss
the proposal and some 35 people attended. We all agreed that such a
market  would be quite -a valuable acquisition to the Darwin area, to
encourage the production of primary produce and also to provide an
outlet for that produce. The matter will rest with the Darwin City
Corporation. I understand that the corporation is moving to obtain a
piece of land suitable - for a matrket. This is a matter for megotia-
tion with the relevant Northern Territory department. Subject to. the
provision of the land, a market should be established in the relat-
ively near future. It is also envisaged that the market will provide
an outlet for home industries, arts and crafts and nurserymen.

Mr STEELE to Mr PERRON

In reply to the honourable member for Casuarina, he said that  the

department was unable to give him an  answer because it was a policy
matter, Does this mean that he has no liaison with the department,
does it mean that he has to go to the Minister for ‘every fiddling
little thing that has to be explained to the people of Darwin? What
does his answer mean?

The answer does not mean that I have to go to the Minister for every

little thing.. Obviously, it depends on which section of the Depart-
ment of the Northern Territory I am dealing with as to whether I get -
answers to your questions. or not. In regard to these land questionms,
I am particularly disappointed that the answers were not made avail-
able within 24 hours. It isn't difficult information to collect but I
seem to strike an obstacle there, particularly with matters relating
to policy. ' :

Mr STEELE to Mr POLLOCK

What action- is being taken in respect of outstanding applications for

entry into the limited Northern Territory barramundi fishery? What
provision will ‘be made for those people who do not currently hold a
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barramundi licence and who have commenced building & fishing vessel
with the intention of entering the barramundi fishery?

ANSWER

The matter of the barramundi fishery has been a matter of conjecture for
some time and, after discussioms, an ad hoc committee has been estab-
lished to advise the Chief Inspector of Fisheries on all matters re-
lating to the management, control, protection, regulation and devel-
opment of the Northem Territory barramundi fishery. This ad hoc comm~
ittee consists of the chief inspector, the president of the Commer-
cial Fishermen's Association and myself. We have had a meeting and
made certain recommendations regarding the total number of gill net
licences to be issued for the 1977 season and the extension to coasts
al waters of the existing prohibition which currently applies to in-
land waters in  .relation to where the fish may be caught. In relation
to pecple who have commenced building a boat,.those people would be
well advised to advise the Fisheries Department of their intention to
apply for a fishing licence because it is the feeling that persons
who now want ' to commence building bobats may find themselves in a
difficult position to obtain a licence at a later date.

1887  Mr STEELE to Mr TUXWORTH

I refer to the dole. Is it +&rue that vou are prevented from getting
social service benefits if you hold a restricted fishing 1licence and
you cannot fish? ’

ANSWER

I am not aware of any such circumstances. It would seem to me to be
totally iniquitous  if it exists and I will look into it and see what
the story is and reply later this day.

1838 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TUXWORTH

When will the Department of Health start recruiting staff for the
Casuarina Hospital? :

ANSWER
I will try to get the information.
1889 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING

In view of the fact that almost 8,000 people were redirected yesterday
from McMillans Road bridge because of flooding, what steps are being
taken to reintroduce planning for an arterial road to the northern
suburbs where some 50% of the population reside?

ANSWER

The Darwin Reconstruction Commission has undertaken a series of - reviews
on town planning and this includes a major review of the <transport
studies and the requirements of Darwin. It is currently being con-
ducted and will be presented to the Darwin Reconstruction Commission
within the next month or so.
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1890

Mr WITHNALL to Mr PERRON

. Will he take up with the unemployment office  in Darwin the matter of

ANSWER

1891

ANSWER

1892

providing more staff so that the public can be served without waiting
for interminable lengths of time?

have recently received information that the Department of Employment
and Industrial Relations @ throughout . Australia .is to get an increase
in staff of some 300 employees, This is to be spread throughout Aust-
ralia and I believe that the Territory branch of that department will
be getting some assistance in this regard. I will take it up with the
people concerned and ensure that the Northern Territory is fully rep-
resented in this regard.

Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING

I asked him earlier about the availability of demountablés for private

sale. I understand they are not yet = available and I now ask him what
is to be done with the large number of government caravans collecting
on government blocks in their hundreds? Are they to be auctioned, made
available to the general public for purchase or what?

With regard to the question that the honourable member asked, I be- .

lieve yesterday, with regard to demountables, I . struck one of the
cooperative sections of the Department of the Northern Territory and
I have . an answer supplied. It is that it is intended to phase out the
demountable ‘units when they are no longer required for temporary
accommodation, - Timing 1is mnot clear at this stage as this will depend
on the rate of handover of houses to the department. The Department
of the Northern Territory has :  c¢ircularised other departments, gov-
ernment authorities and charitable bodies to ascertain- future require-
ments for other than residential accommodation in Darwin. A decision
will then be madée on the disposal of the remainder, possibly:either
by auction or by tender. With regard to caravams, I believe: that
several of these vans have already been offered for sale or for tend-
er and the whole matter is currently under a similar review as to
how they will be disposed of. I believe they are looking at letting
them out in large numbers to ensure that there is no flooding back
into the residential accommodation problem of Darwin.

ANSWER TO QUESTION

Mr RYAN: The honourable member for Gillen asked a question about houées

at Areyonga  and Papunya. In June 1975, Dowsett Constructions went in-
to liquidation and at that time they had 7 contracts. with the Depart=-
ment of Comstruction. Om 5 June 1975 one contract was cancelled and 6
were taken over to be completed at the contractor's expense. One of
the contracts taken over was No. 197 of  1972-73, stage two, indust-
rialised buildings, and this conttact included 2 residences at Arey-
onga and Papunya as well as 7 residences -and 2 toilet ablution blocks
at Maningrida, 4 residences at Smake Bay, 5 at - Umbakumba, 4 cn Bath-
urst Island, 2 at Hooker Creek, 2 at Roper River, 2 at Warrabri and 2
a Yuendumu. Of the work taken over under contract No. 197 of 1972-73,
the Department of Constructicn has completed all outstanding work at
Maningrida, Snake Bay, Umbakumba, Bathurst: Island and Roper River.
Plans for the completion of work at the remaining areas are well ad-
vanced. However, additional funds are required and submissiocns have
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1893

1894

1895

.
been made by the client department to the Department of Finance for
these funds.

ANSWER TO QUESTION

Mr RYAN: The honourable member for Stuart asked me a question about

scaffolding inspectors. There does appear to be a problem with the
scaffolding inspectors visiting Alice Springs. The situation is that
when a contract is let a scaffolding inspection fee - is paid relating
to the cost of the contract. In Darwin, where we have ' permanent in-
spectors, an inspection takes place on a regular basis. However, in
Alice 'Springs they are only visited irregularly. The department hopes
that this will be improved in the future and in fact are trying to
establish a permanent inspector in Alice Springs. I have asked, in
view of the iniquitous situation between Darwin and the other centres
in the Northerm Territory, whether or not the department could look
at the pessibility of having 2 scales of fees - one for Darwin where
the .permanent scaffolding inspectors are available to carry out the
service which the contractor is paying for and another scale of fees
in the areas down the track where the visits of the inspector are
" fairly wide apart. This could solve the problem. They have said that
they will look at possible - amendment to " the regulations prescribing
a smaller fee in the centres outside Darwin. ) :

ANSWER TO QUESTION

Mr RYAN: The homourable member for Arnhem asked me a question  concern-
ing the sealing and upgrading of the Umbakumba Road. This job is not
on any program. I believe it has almost made the program on a couple
of occasions but has been taken off. At the moment it does not .sit on
any pregram. The only work that will be donme in this dry season will
be some resealing of the road.

ANSWER TO QUESTION

Mr PERRON: The member for Nhulunbuy asked me questions in relation to
rower failure at Dhupume College  at Govea. He asked what caused the 2
AC generators to become unserviceable. There is evidence that moisture
in- the alternaters caused the breakdown. There is no indication of
trouble due to lack of maintenance. He asked me also whether a proper
maintenance plan would be drawn up according to the manufacturer's
recommendations. The manufacturer's recommendations are used as a
basis for maintenance. He also asked if the dismantled engine on the
large generator set would be restored to operational order. It is in-
tended to restore the set when parts become available. This may take
6 months as parts have to be imported from overseas.

In further explanation of the breakdown, the Department of Education
employs an operator to make daily checks on.fuel, 0il and water and
also to keep the statiom clean. It has been suggested that the oper-
ator, when hosing down the floor, may have inadvertently directed
water into the alternaters and that would explain -a failure due to
moisture. This matter has been discussed with the principal with a
view to ensuring chat every precaution is. taken to avoid  water enter-
ing electrical equipment,
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