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An index to questions appears at the end oftl)is part. 



QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

13 MrMacFARLANEtoMrTUXWORTH-
What fund~ were spent in 1972173 and 1973174 and what is available for spending in 1974175 on­

(a) fisp.eries research; and 
(b) tourist promotion in the Top End? 

ANSWER 
( a) Fisheries Research: 

Expenditure Allocation Committed 
1972173 $6,181 $10,000 $10,247 
1973174 $5,895 $10,500 not available 
1974175 $5,518 (to 112175) $10,500 $11,703 

(b) Tourist Board 
1972173 not available $316,000 not available 
1973174 $321,750 extra funds $287,000 not available 

allocated 
1974175 '$337,500 (to 112175) $450,000 not available 

It should be noted that the amounts shown above are the operational funds for materials and services but do 
not include associated costs such as wages, extra duty, travel and vehicle hire. 

At the present time all the records relating to this matter are not available because oflosses occurring through 
the cyclone and the transport of others to Brisbane. 

14 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr RYAN-
What plans do the authorities have for the provision of slipways or dry-dock facilities in Darwin for trawlers 

so that it will no longer be ne'cessary to send them to Singapore or Perth for repairs and maintenance? 

ANSWER 
Prior to Cyclone Tracy the Port Authority was investigating the provision of a large slip-way or similar facility 

for the handling of trawlers. 
Since Cyclone Ttacythese matters have been deferred. The Authority, will in the near future, be rethinking 

the entire Port Development Plan which will no doubt include provision of the facility before mentioned. 
The Authority's proposals will, in due course, be submitted to the Reconstruction Committee. 

15 Mr MacFARLANE to Dr LETTS-;-
Is any research being carried out into improved preservation of potatoes, onions, apples, oranges and other 

lines to avoid losses due to deterioration without cold storage under Territory conditions? ' 

ANSWER 
No research of this nature is being carried out in the Northern Territory at present. 

16 MrMacFARLANEtoMissANDREW-
Has the Department of Education reCommended to the government the establishment of a University at Dar­

win embracing the faculties of Tropical Agricultural Science, Tropical Veterinary Science and Tropical 
Medicine and, if so, with what result? 

ANSWER 
The need for a University or University College in Darwin has been drawn to the attention of the Australian 

Universities Commission and Darwin Planning Consultants. However; no detailed recommendations have 
been made regarding the faculties to be proposed within the proposed University. 

17 MrMacFARLANEtoMissANDREW-
What is the current situation regarding provision oflunches to deprived children at Katherine Area School, 

and if the arrangements are to be changed, when and to ~hat extent? 

ANSWER 
There is no policy to provide school lunches in the Northern Territory. However the Department of the 

Northern Territorydoes assist needy families so the children in such families are provided with meals by 
their own parents or guardians. ' 

18 MrMacFARLANEtoMrEVERINGHAM-
Is a Rural Bank to be established in the.'Territory and, if so, when? 

ANSWER 
t 

Because the function of a Rural Bank is usually the provision of extended credit to rural industries at conces­
sional rates and because this type of assistance is available, in the Northern Territory already, there is no 
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intention to establish another agency for this purpose. Financial assistance to rural industries is available 
from the Commonwealth Development Bank and the Primary Producers Board and is of the type normally 
available froin Rural Banks. 

19 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr. RYAN-
When will the bridge over-

(a) King River on the Stuart Highway; 
(b) King River on the Victoria Highway; and 
( c) Edith River 
have their approaches resealed, or sealed to enable their Use as intended? 

ANSWER 
(a) Work is proceeding following the take-over of the ~ntract from the previous contractor, Manning 

Civil Engmeering Ltd. The approaches should be sealed within 2 weeks to allow use ofthe bridge. 
(b) Work on the approaches will commence immediately the gang can be released from the Stuart High­

way bridge and completion is expected in 6 weeks. 
(c) The contract has been taken outofthe original contractor's hands and a new contract has been let to 

complete the outstanding work on the bridge which should be coinpleted in July 1975. The 
approacheswill be constructed by day labour and should be completed by July 1975. 

21. MrMacFARLANEtoMissANDREW-
I. Are Teacher Training Courses in Agriculture available at the Darwin Community College? .. 
2. Will teacher training facilities in agriculture be established in the Northern Territory to assist in meeting the 

demand for teachers so trained in NT and in other states? 
3. Is a general background in the biology of agricultural production a good basis for the training of environ­

mental workers? 

ANSWER 
I. Teacher Training Courses in Agriculture are not currently available at Darwin Community College. 
2. It is proposed that the recently appointed Katherine Rural College Planning Coinmittee will be assessing 

the need for teacher training in agricultural subjects and will make recommendations regarding programs 
and facilities required. , 

3. I have received the. following advice from Dr Peter Rudman, Head of the School of Applied Science 
(Biology), Canberra College of Advanced Education: "If 'Environmental Workers' means ecologists the 
answer is yes, but more particularly a general background in the whole field of biology, rather than the 
biology of agricultural production is required. A good basis requires biology, aspects of ecology, land uSe, 
resoUrce management etc. ". 

60 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK-
I What is the salary of: 

( a) trainee nurses in NT Health Services; 
(b) trained nurses in Nt Health Services; 
(c) trained nurse who qualifies for employment on a pastoral property and is subsidised by Government; 
(d) Aboriginal nursing aides, such as Rita Bapi of Roper Valley Station, who looks after Aboriginal 

health? 
2. Is literacy required of such people? 
3. How do they distinguish between poisons etcifilliterate? 

ANSWER 
I. (a) FirstYeai 

$3,574p.a. 
Second Year 
$4,132 p.a. 

third Year 
$4,654p.a. 

Adult 
$5,102 p.a. 

(b) Sisters: Range $6,125-$7,205 p.a. 
Senior Sister: Range $7,660-$8,260 p.a. 
Both Grades are in addition entitled to relevant District and Certificate Allowances. 

(c) The Minister for Health has recently approved revised procedures for the payment of subsidies in 
respect of nursing staff employed on pastoral properties. The Prin~iples embodied in the revision are: 
• where it is considered that a full-tiine nursing service is justified a subsidy payment equivalent to 

the current rate of pay of a Senior Sister employed in the Public Service together with appropriate 
District Allowance will be made. 

• the revised' assessment will take into account all persons including children in receipt of reguiar 
nursing attention. ' 

Generally a population of 200 persons' will attract a full subsidy and a proportionate subsidy with 
smaller numbers. 
The full subsidy rate is $7660 p.a. plus relevant District and Certificate Allowances. 

(d) Departmental employees of Rita Bapi's category are locally designated Aboriginal Health Workers. 
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Aboriginal Health Worker: Range $4,961-$5,349 p.a. 
2. The grade Aboriginal Health Worker was created fot 2 main purposes: 

• To provide basic health care in small isolated Aboriginal outstations. 
• 'To assist nursing and medical staffin the larger Aboriginal communities. 
Literacy is generally required of trainees; however the selection of applicants is as far as possible left to the 

community in which the health worker is to serve.· . 
3. This situation usually does not arise as the use of dangerous drugs is confined to professional staff. Health 

workers undertake a 2 year training course which includes instruction in the use of simpler medicines. 

61 Mr MacFARLANE to Dr LETtS..:. 
Do Ministers of the Crown, and other VIP's require permits before entering Darwin? 

If the answeris yes; who issues the permits? 
If the answer is no, why not? 

ANSWER 
Permits are required for all persons entering Darwin. Permits are issued by persons authorised under the 

Cyclone Disaster Emergency Ordinance. 

62 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK-
\. What is the total amount of money allocated for Aboriginal development in NT in 1974175? 
2. What amount was spent on the services of consultants advising the various Aboriginal enterprises in 

1973174, and how much is to be spent in 1974175? 

ANSWER 
\. Total funds allocated to date by Government for Aboriginal Development in the NT for 1974175 is 

$40,369,816.00 
2. (a) 1973174-$397,249.00 

(b) 1974175-$419;200.00(estimated) 

100 MrBALLANTYNEtoMissANDREW-
Have representations been made to the Minister for the Northern Territory or. any other Minister for the 

introduction of a freight sUbsidy on goods consigned to Nhulunbuy business houses and, if not, will she do 
so? 

ANSWER 
No representations have been made to the Minister for the Norlhern Territory or the Minister for Transport 

within the past 18 months for a freight subsidy on g?ods consigned to Nhulunbuy by sea or air. 

101 MrBALLANTYNEtoMissANDREW~ 
What stage has been reached in the planning of the Nhulunbuy Community Library? 

ANSWER 
Detailed assessment of the requirements for, and practicability of, a Community Library at Nhulunbuy has 

been undertaken by Ii Committee convened jointly by the Department of Education and the Department of 
the Northern Territory. The Committee has not yet made aily firm recommendations. 

102 Mr BALLANTYNE to Miss AND.REW-
Why were plans for a high school at Nhulunbuy cancelled? 

ANSWER 
No definite plans have been formulated regarding the·provision ofa separate high school at Nhulunbuy. 
Surveys have been regularly carried out but in order for a high school to be viable and provide a suitable 

range of subjects and electives, a minimum enrolment of 300 students is required. 190 students are cur­
rently enrolled in secondary courses at Nhulunbuy Area School. 

It is also educationally desirable that a full high school catedor grades 8-12 (form I to matriculation). A 
further survey carried out at the end of 1974, with a view to establishing a matriculation class at NhulunbuY' 
Area School in 1975, indicated that the number of parents who were prepared to enrol their students was 
insufficientto warrant formation of the class.. .< .• 

However, a second site has been reserved at Nhulilnbuy for futnre educational needs and the community's 
views will be sought throughout all stages of planning additional educational facilities. 

125 MrMacFARLANEtoMrRYAN-
In view of the demonstration of the value of the Katherine Flight Service Unit during the emergency evacu­

ation of Darwin, will the facility be retained? 
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ANSWER 
Destruction of aviation facilities by cyclone Tracy has been so great that concentration of effort has been di­

rected towards facility restoration barely sufficient to ~ermit early resumption of scheduled domestic airline 
operations. Review oflonger term operational planrung is now in course and this will decide the (uture of 
Katherine aviation facilities. ' 

127 MrMacFARLANEandMrRYAN-

In view of the fact that 54 of the 56 radio telephones connected to the Katherine Telephone Exchange are 
located in the Katherine District, why is the exchange to be relocated in Darwin? 

ANSWER 

Because of the substantial staffing economies that would accrue and for other considerations, it was intended 
that operator assistance for calls made by subscribers to both the Katherine conventional radio telephone 
exchange be transferred to Darwin co-incident with the cutover of the new Katherine automatic exchange 
later this year. However, because of operational problems at Darwin arising from the recent cyclone it has 
been decided to retain the operator assistance facility at Katherine for the time being. . 

152 MrPERRONtoMissANDREW-

I. When is it anticipated that business premises in the Winnellie Industrial area will receive power supplies? 

2. How many linesmen are working in Darwin at present? 

3. Is the Electricity Supply Undertaking having any trouble getting the supplies it requires? 

ANSWER 
1. As at 6 p.m. on 1312175 uinety four (94) services had been connected to commercial consumers in the Win­

nellie. ar~a.Four servic.e ga~g~ have been worl<i~g!n the area since.I 1/2175. Prior.t? this only I liang w~s 
working In the area. It IS anticipated that the maJonty of consumers In the area requmng supply will have It 
within 2 weeks from 1312175 providing their installations have been restored to an acceptable condition. 
Some low voltage mains are still to be strung in the area. Alsothe HV System needs to'be strengthened. 

2. The number of line crew working in Darwin including cable jointers, inspectors and operators totalled 219 
as at 1212175. This figure is diminishing gradually as interstate Supply Authorities return home. The figure 
at 112175 was 259. 

3. Some material supply problems due to the usual delays caused by lack of raw materials and transport 
holdups are arising. However, serious delays in this field have been avoided by the use of air transport and 
a nation-wide material acquisition network arranged by the Department of Housing and Construction 
through its regional State Offices. 

173 Mr MacFARLANE to Dr LETTS-

Will he consider introducing iegislation to restore the offence of drunkenness to the statute books. 

ANSWER 

Yes. 

184 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr RYAN-

1. Does the Government have any plans to replace the one radio telephone serving 700 people at Roper 
Settlement with more. adequate commuuication facilities? 

2. Does the Government intend providing any communication facilities for approximately 1000 Aborigines 
living close to the Roper Highway? . 

3. What is the estimated cost of installing a land line from the Stuart Highway along the Roper Highway to 
Roper Settlement? 

ANSWER 

1. There are no immediate plans at this ~tage to replace the radio telephone and outpost radio facilities serv­
ing the Roper River area. Whilst the Postmaster-General's Department is most anxious to ~rovide 
improved communication to outback areas there is no economic alternative at present to replace high fre­
quency radio telephone services such as is provided at the Roper River settlement. 

The Post office is undertakhtg continuing research in this aspect but unfortunately present indications are that 
it will be quite sbme time yet before any worthwhile alternative is found. 

2. There are no specidc plans to' provide commqnjc;ltiQn facili~es for Aborigines 1Il0ng the Roper Highway 
who are currently without telecommunication services. However, should any of these communities apply, 
their applications will receive the full consideration normally accorded such requests. 

3. It is estimated that the cost of providing a landline from the Stuart ~ighway to the Roper River settlemeni 
. is of the orderof$400,OOO; ." .... .... .," .. ,.,' 
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186 MrMacFARLANEtoMrRYAN-
1. Why was the micro wave link to and from Darwin useless during the cyclone? 

2. What improvements are planned to ensure that Darwin and all other centres on the micro wave route will 
remain in communication during future emergencies? 

ANSWER 
1. Although the normal trunk circuits in and out of Darwin failed, this was due to water damage to equipment 

following roof damage to the Smith Street commuuication building which houses the equipment necessary 
to derive the individual trunk channels. The micro wave system itself was not interrupted and the Black 
Street terminal building maintained contact with Mt!sa throughout by means of an order wire circuit. Dur­
ing Christmas moruing this circuit was used to pass emergency messages to other States for the Army, the 
Department of Health and from the Secretary of the Department of the Northern Territory, Mr O'Brien, to 
the Natural Disaster Headquarters in Canberra. 

Later in the day another circuit was added and one of the lines was made available to Major General Stretton 
when he arrived. ' 

On 26 De.:;ember messages from the Director of Housing and Construction and others to multiple addresses 
seeking help were despatched by this means until full trunk facilities were restored after noon on that day. 

2. Apart from ensuring more secure building accommodation for vital equipment, the Department is 
implementing plans tb diversify the trunk outlets from the various Northern Territory centres includjng 
Darwin. Action has already been taken to place some trunk circuits in an underground cable fro,m Darwin 
to Howard Springs, where they lin,k with the existing pole route runuing south. Pre-cyclone security plans 
are being reviewed,in depth following experience with Cyclone Tracy and measures, as practicable and in 
conjunction with other authorities, will be introduced. 

189 MrMacFARLANEtoMrRYAN-
When will the Stuart Highway to Mainoru developmertt road be sealed for the benefit of approximately 1000 

people living at Banyili, Beswick, Maranboy, Eva Valley, Euralba, Mountain Valley, Mainoru and Bulmar? 

ANSWER 
Northern Territory Legislative Assembly Question on Notice No. 151 related to the sealing of the section of 

the Stuart Highway to Mhln0ru Road from the Stuart Highway to Beswick Station. A reply to this question 
was forwarded on 3 March 1975. There are no plans for sealing the road beyond Beswick at this stage. 
However, progressive upgrading of sections of the road, including some creek crossings, is planned. 
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65 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS-
I refer to the Citizens Advisory Committee. I am aware that there was a list of community organisations 

drawn up to be approached. Who was responsible for deciding which community organisation would be 
approached and which would not, and what were the criteria? 

ANSWER 
The Citizens Advisory Committee derived from a motion at the ·first meeting of the Darwin Reconstruction 

Commission. The need to have such an advisory committee urgently was seen and a motion was carried.to 
set up such a committee. A 3-man sub-committee of the Darwin Interim Reconstruction Commission was 
appointed to find. out and put together suitable names for an advisory committee. Those 3 men were Mr 
Alan O'Brien, the Secretary of the Department of the Northern Territory, Mr Harold Brennan, the Mayor 
of the Corporation of the City of Darwin, and myself. The sub-committee compiled a list of organisations 
which were regarded as representative of this community and which stil1.had some remnant of their 
organisatiop operating in Darwin. Some 25 such organisations were contacted and they in turn drew up a 
panel of2 or 3 names as their suggestions for members of the advisory committee. From those names-well 
over 30 at the time-we chose 16 in the first ,instance and those people comprised a committee which elected 
its own chairman. Subsequently, on representation from the Citizens Advisory Committee itself that vari­
ous suburban action groups have a representative on that committee, the Reconstruction Commission had 
a third meeting, accepted that advice and resolved that additional representatives' be added from those 
suburban action groups. 

66 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LEn:S-
What positive steps have been taken by Government to ensure provision of temporary accommodation for 

the homeless people of Darwin? 

ANSWER 
I am not aware of any positive steps that have been taken by the Government in the form of a firm decision 

for the provision of temporary accommodation of the type suggested by the honourable member. The De­
partment of Housing and Construction, at the last Interim Reconstructon Commission meeting, did put for­
ward a proposal in the form of a recommendation to government to purchase up to 1000 temporary accom­
modation units which would be available for rentin~ to people who have not got a home in Darwin. I would 
take it to include the public service workers in Darwm and also the private people. 

The reconstruction commission subsequently passed a: resolution which went a little further and rec­
ommended strongly to the Government that temporary accommodation be used, with assistance from 
Government, to assist the rate of return of people to this city. Although those 2 recommendations were 
passed through the commission, I am not yet aware of any firm decision which has been taken on the mat-
ter by the Government. , ' 

67 MrMacFARLANEtoMrTAMBLlNG-
What arrangements have been made to have the Katherine Town Plan displayed in positions where it can be 

inspected outside office hours; that is, before 8 a.m. and after 4.21 p.m. and at weekends? ' 

ANSWER 
I am not aware of any plans at the moment to make the Katherine Town Plan available for display as re­

quested. However, I will undertake to discuss it with the department concerned and will relay the answer to 
the honourable member as soon as possible. 

68 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS-
As both the Majority Leader of the Assembly and a member of the Darwin Reconstruction Commission, I 

would assume that he can have consultations with the DepartlJ\ent of the Northern Territory regarding 
capital wo~ks programs, which no doubtwill be amended. If that has been the case, would the honourable 
member table a list of the operations of the proposed capital works program along with information as to 
why such operations were proposed? 

ANSWER 

I have a good deal of sympathy with the object expressed in the question that the people of the Northern Ter­
ritory should be aware of any alterations now proposed to the capital works program and have an oppor­
tunity to express their view on it. As far as the Interim Reconstruction Comnussion is concerned, at our last 
meeting we did have a list of capital works programs projects which the Department ofthe Northern Terri­
tory considered might have to be deferred due to the neW circumstances arising out of the cyclone. This list 
was examined by the commission. I point out that this Interim Commission has not any real power of de­
cision at the moment-it is only working in the field of recommendation-and as a result of the consider­
ations of the Commission a number of major projects and minor projects were recommended to be con­
tinued and not deferred. 
In addition to that, there were a number of other projects which the commission did not have sufficient 
information on to' be able to make a firm recommendation. Further information on those projects will be 
sought from the Department ,of Housing and Construction and the Department of the Northern Territory 
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so that at the first opportunity, even by contact in between meetings, the commission can further advise the 
Government whether more of these projects should be retained or not. 

In addition to that information, I will ask the Secretary of the Department of the Northern Territory if this 
list can be made available. I think that the actual recommendations of the commission would be the prop­
erty of the commission. I personally would have no objection at all to making them available to the honour­
able member but I will try and check out with Sir Leslie Thiess, the chairman, and make sure that that is in 
order and provide the information the honourable member sought. 

69 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS-

Does he have any information on government financial arrangements proposed for rebnilding houses in Dar-
win? , 

ANSWER 

No. I do not believe that such information will be available until the federal bill on the reconstruction com­
mission has been introduced and dealt with. I believe that this information is vitally important and again it . 
was the subject of a resolution and a stron~ recommendation. The Mst recommendation made at the last 
meeting of the Darwin Interim Reconstructton Commission was to the government to decide and to publish 
details of the financial assistance which will be available. To the best of my knowledge that decision has not 
been made. Ifit has been made, it has not been made available to me or to the public. 

70 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr POLLOCK 

Will he investigate the present entry permit system under the Social Welfare Ordinance with a view of bring­
ing about a relaxation or an agreement to allow residents of Nhulunbuy to have freedom of access to local 
beaches and Arnhem Land olfNabalco Proprietary Limited leased land? ' 

ANSWER 

I am aware of recent press publicity concerning this matter and apparent problems which are being experi­
enced at Nhulunbuy. It is my intention at the first opportunity to go to Nhulunbuy and speak with those 
concerned. I feel that there are grounds for an amicable agreement between all persons concerned, having 
due respect to the Aboriginal people of the area and the ArnhemLand Reserve and the population of 
Nhulunbuy and surrounding areas. 

71 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS-

Is it to his knowledge true that the Minister has flatly refused all private requests from members of this Assem­
bly for information or discussions on the terms of the Darwin Reconstruction Bill? 

ANSWER 

To the best of my knowledge the statement made by the honourable member for Port Darwin is true. 

72 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS-

Has he arty information regarding the Minister's statement on acquisition ofland below the II-metre "surge 
line"? 

ANSWER 

I seem to be in the unfortunate position of not being able to give much information in relation to serious ques­
tions. The answer is along the same lines as ones that I have.previously given. The whole question of aqui­
sition policy by the federal government following the cyclone was the subject of another recommendatton 
by the interim commission, that the government clarify its policy and announce immediately on this ques­
tion. There has not been any decision made or announced yet. 

73 Mr MacFARLANE to Dr LETTS-

In December 1974, Senator Wriedt, Minister for Agriculture, announced that $20m would be made available 
to cattlemen of Queensland and the Northern Territory who had no inCome other than cattle. Has this 
money been approved by Cabinet and is it in fact available? 

ANSWER 

To the best of my knowledge the money has been approved and is available and some of it has been ad­
vanced. But to be sure of my facts I would have to check this with the Commonwealth Development Bank 
in Darwin, who are the agents of the Government in this matter, and advise the honourable member 
further later in the sittings. 

74 Mr TUNGUTALUM to Mr TAMBLlNG-

What action has been taken to reroof houses at Berrimah, Howard Springs 'and Humpty Doo? 
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ANSWER 

As far as I am aware, there is no differentiation between the reroofine; and temporary repair program any­
where this side of Noonamah. I will however take the matter up with the Accommodation Coordination 
Committee to ascertain if the works program has any differential priorities in that area. 

75 MrROBERTSONtoMr,POLLOCK-

I ask this question on behalf of the member for Alice Springs. What deleterious effects on the population of 
Alice Springs and the quality of life in that town has he observed that may be attributed to the removal 
from the statutes of the crime of drunkenness? 

ANSWER 
I have observed many deleterious effects but I would ask that the question be placed on notice to allow full 

answer later. 

76 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS-
Can he confirm, as a member of the interim commission, that the commission has been and is able to do noth­

ing about reconstruction of Darwin 7 weeks after the cyclone because of the failure of the governinent to 
announce policy in any of the fields with respect to which the commission will be functioning? 

ANSWER 
It is true that the interim commission has not been successful in carrying out any executive action directed 

towards the reconstruction of the City of Darwin. At the tfile the government announced its intention to 
establish a reconstruction commission; back in January, they indicated that this would be established by 
statute in the Federal Parliament and that an interim commission would be set up in the meantime to exam­
ine the situation and make recommendations to,government. That is all that this commission has been; it 
h~s been an advisory body. 

77 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr POLLOCK-
What immediate plans are there for the provision of a medium security jail in the Darwin area. Ifhe does not 

know these plans, will he seek as a matter of urgency some clarification from the relevant department be­
cause at the lI!0ment there is no medium security prison. 

ANSWER 
[understand at the moment that endeavours have been made to get the prison farm at Gunn Point operative; 

there were some administrative problems there in relation to staff. I am not aware of the situation just at this 
moment in resl?ect of medium-term and other prisoners. Some, I understand, are being held at the police 
cells and working at Fannie Bay, on the grounds there during the day. Others have been transferred to 
Alice Springs. I will endeavour to find out more details later. 

78 MrsLAWRIEtoMrPOLLOCK-
It is true ,that people are being held in police cells in Darwin. Is he aware that remand prisoners are being held 

in those cells with no exerCise for up to 2 weeks and this is contrary to United Nations convention? They 
cannot be sent to Fannie Bay Goal to work because as they are on remand they are not convicted and are 
not liable to work. However to have them held in cells for up to 2 weeks without exercise is completelycon-

, trary to every convention Australia recognises. ' 

ANSWER 
I am not entirely aware of that situation. 

79 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK-
After the cyclone, 2 rapists sentenced to 6 years' jail were released after serving only 2 months of their sen-

tence. Have they been apprehended? ' 

ANSWER 
As far asl am aware, these 2 persons are at large. I believe they were relea~ed by order of the Magistrate and 

they have not been taken back into custody. That is the information I have had. , 

80 MrDONDAStoMrPOLLOCK-
What child-care facilities are flvailable in Darwin at the moment? 

ANSWER 
I am unaware of any child-care facilities available in Darwin at the moment. 

81 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr POLLOCK-
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Is it a fact that on either Christmas Day or Boxing Day prisoners held at Gunn Pointwalked off Gunn Point 
and there has been no action as yet to apprehend and charge them as escapees? 

ANSWER 

I believe that on the day of the cyclone and shortly afterwards there was some misunderstandin~ as to terms 
of release of persons at Gunn Point and some prisoners in good faith did leave that area believmg that they 
had been released. Many of those prisoners have since been taken back into custody and there are warrants 
in existence for those wno are still at large. . 

82 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr EVERINGHAM-

There are reports that the government and the Department of the Northern Territory owe contractors and 
suppliers in Katherine large sums of money. Will he investigate these reports? 

ANSWER 
I will inquire into this report. 

83 MrMacFARLANEtoMrSPEAKER-
Do members of this Assembly, including yourself, have to have permits to enter Darwin on Assembly busi­

ness? 

ANSWER 
Yes, members of this 'Assembly require permits. The Director of Emergency Services has told me that new 

permits are being issued to members. 

84 Mr DONDAS to Miss ANDREW-. . 
What provisions have been made for the after-school care of children whose parents are both working? 

ANSWER 

I ask that this question be placed on notice. To my knowledge there have been no provisions made yet 
although some independent actions have been taken by the various suburban action groups. 

85 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING-
Is he aware that the programs of reroofing and supplying of services such as electricity to areas of the northern 

suburbs beyond Rapid Creek appear to be lagging well behind other areas of Darwin? 

ANSWER 
Other than the opinion expressed in the question, I am not aware that the programs are lagging. 

86 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS-

I ask for clarification of an answer he gave to a previous question concerning the capital work 'program. Has 
he had discussions with the Department ofthe Northern Territory in his capacity as the Majonty Leader? 

ANSWER 
No, the Department of the Northern Territory has had no discussions with me in my capacity as Majority 

Leader or a member of this Assembly. The only way in which discussions have come about is through the 
medium of the Interim Reconstruction Commissjon. 

87 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr POLLOCK-
In light of the fact that there is no community welfare officer or social worker at Nhulunbuy, will he endeav­

our to arrange with the Department of the Northern Territory to have a suitably qualified officer per-
manently based at Nhulunbuy? . 

ANSWER 
Yes, I will make approaches to the relevant departments to make sure that a suitably qualified person is sta­
. tioned at Nhulunbuy. I will endeavour to find out what the immediate plans of the department are and 

advise him later. 

88 Mr ROBERTSON to Mr EVERINGHAM..,. 

On behalf of the member for Nice Springs, I ask if he would obtain from the Commissioner of Police as a 
matter of urgency, and table in this Assembly, a statement detailing any increase in criminal acts or difficul­
ties in the administration of law in Alice Springs attributed to the removal from the statutes of the crime of 
drunkenness? 

ANSWER 
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I ask that the question be put on notice, but I will do my best to ensure that these details are ascertained as 
quickly as possible. 

89 MrMacFARLANE to Dr LETTS-
Is he aware that the beef industry in the Northern Territory is a terminal occupation? Ifso, wh.at representa" 

tions has he made to the federal government for immediate assistance remembering that the Northern Ter­
ritory is a federal responsibility? 

ANSWER 
The Cattle Producers Council is the combined body representing all the cattlemens associations and the beef 

industry of the Northern Territory. I have attended most of the meetings of that body here in Darwin and I 
have assisted the Cattle Producers Council secretariat and executive in drawing up a number of approaches 
to the federal government for forms of assistance which would best help cattlemen in the beef industry 
through this desperate situation that they have been in and which may well get worse. In the last few weeks 
I have been almost fully occupied, I triust confess, in matters relating to the Darwin disaster and the Recon­
struction Commission, but now that things are getting back to a more organised basis I assure the honour­
able member that I W;ill renew my representations to the federal government as the Executive Member for 
Primary Industry to provide immediate assistance to the cattle industry in appropriate ways. 

90 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS-
Concerning the announcements from the Secretary of the Department of the Northern Territory that appro­

ximately 1500 public servants would be transferred interstate, I ask whether he has had discussions with 
the secretary or if his advice is being sought as one would assume that some of those people would have 
been willing to remain in the Territory and to transfer to the Northern Territory Public Service as the vari­
ous government departments were transferred over. ' 

ANSWER 
I did approach the Secretary of the Department of the Northern Territory about this matter when the state­

ment about the 1500 people was first made. The secretary informed me at that time that, while no I?recise 
figure was available on how many public servants might be involved in the establishment of the Bnsbane 
sub-headquarters, the feeling was that it might be in the order of a couple of hundred. I asked him also 
whether those who did not want to go to Brisbane could arrange a transfer to another branch of govern­
ment here, say from the Department of the Northetn Territory to the Department of Health or the Depart­
ment of Housing and Construction. I asked him whether this would be permitted or considered and the 
answer was that it would be. 

91 MrDONDAStoMrRYAN-
Is it a fact that the Fire Brigades Arbitral Tribunal will be convened in the near future to bring down special 

determinations for the remuneration of fire officers serving during the cyclone emergency? 

ANSWER 
I have heard mention of this. I do not have any firm information regarding approaches to the tribunal but I 

will attempt to get this information and pass it on to him. 

92 Mr ST!ELE to Dr LETTS-
Has the majority group a policy on a free beach for Darwin? 

ANSWER 
This matter has been discussed at a parliamentary party meeting and the decision was reached that the ques­

tion of a free beach, and any legisfation which might be introduced pertaining thereto, would be a matter of 
personal decision and personal vote. There was no party policy established on this question. 

93 MrSTEELEtoMrRYAN-
Is he aware that alcoholic refreshments are being consumed in an uncontrolled manner at the airport with 

resultant beercan litter and behavioural problems? Why is the official airport bar closed? Will he make 
representations to the airport manager to have the bar reopened and the situation brought under control? 

ANSWER 
The situation as he describes it, is true. The situation out at the airport is a bit chaotic regarding the drinking 

habits of the arrivals and departures. I have been trying to contact the manager of the airport for an official 
reason why the bar is not open. I have heard secondhand that. it is because of structural damage. However, I 
have also heard secondhand that the building has been inspected by an independent engineer who claims 
that it would be quite safe. In addition, if the upper floor was unsafe, I suggest that it would also be unsafe 
on the lower floor where hundreds of people are departing and arriving. I will continue in efforts to contact 
the manager ofthe airport to get an answer on that question. 

94 Mr DONDAS to Mr EVERINGHAM-
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Is it a fact that the Police Officers Arbitral Tribunal will be convened in the near future to bring down special 
determinations for the remuneration of police officers serving during the cyclone emergency? 

ANSWER 
I understand that the Police Arbitral Tribunal met within about 14 days of the cyclone and a determination 

was brought down. This determination made special provisions for extra remuneration for police officers 
who fulfilled their duties during and after the cyclone emergency. I do nothave specific details ofthe award 
but I believe it was a very generous one. 

95 Mr MacFARLANE to Dr LETTS-
Will he make a statement in this place outlining the Country-Liberal Party recommendations on decentralis­

ati9n ofthe Department of the NorthernTerritory? 

ANSWER 
I would be prepared to do so at a later stage of these sittings. 

96 MrsLAWRIEtoMrSPEAKER-
Has he any mdications from the MiI¥ster forthe Northern Territory as to provision of a new Assembly build-

ing, having regard to the state of this present one? . . . 

ANSWER 
I have had discussioris with the Minister for the Northern Territory and he has indicated that submission 
. should be put before Darwin Reconstruction Commission. This is being prepared In conjunction with the 

Department of Housing and Construction who have made a survey of the whole precincts ofthe Legislative 
Assembly. Today I shall get a written report which I believe will indicate that this Assembly building is ir­
reparable and that members will be given offices elsewhere. However, we will endeavour to keep this build­
ing in sufficient repair to enable the Assembly to continue to meet here until a new building is erected in 
another place. . . . 



QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE-Wednesday 12 February 1975 

104 MrsLA WRIE to Dr LETTS-

Has any date been set for the next sittings of this Assembly? 

ANSWER 

In discussion with most other members, I have indicated that there will probably be a requirement for a brief 
sitting in late March. around about 19 or 20 March, at which stage we may, amongst other things, have to 
review the emergency legislation and finalise other urgent matters .concerned with the cyclone. I imagine it 
will only be a brief 1 or 2 day sitting. 

105 MrROBERTSONtoMrSPEAKER-

Do you agree, as Speaker, with statements attributed to the Minister for the Northern Territory, that this 
Assembly is ruined and that is the reason for the delay or postponement of constitutional development of 
the Northern Territory? 

ANSWER 
I have heard the statement by the Minister and am greatly disturbed by it. I accept that the bllilding is beyond 

repair as a long tterm project, but I believe that I have the full support of all members and staff to carryon 
here until new premises become available. I have prepared a statement for the Press in which I have said 
that the building is beyond repair as a long term project but that the chamber and staff offices will·c6ntinue 
to be used until a new parliament house becomes available to us. Members have already been allocated 
tel!1l?orary offices in Block 1 and I understand that the Maj?rity Leader ha~ received an assura.nce from the 
MlIDster and the Secretary of the Department that space will be made. available for the executlve members 
and their staff. 

In the Press release, I havNecalled that, in the. early !lays of the Legislative Council, meetings were held in 
conditions hardly less arduous that those we have today. I do not believe that the present membership and 

. staff· have less fortitude than the early members of the Council. In the statement I have referred to the 
Assembly sitting 3 times in the first 6 weeks of this year. There is every indication that the level of business 
this year will be normal or above normal. . 

I have one difficulty that I hope the Minister will resolve for me, and that is in the matter of staffing. The De­
partment of the Legislative Assembly has an establishment sufficient for its needs but all positions unfilled 
at the beginning of the year were frozen; and until they are unfrozen there will be a shortage of staff. I will 
be writing to the Minister as a matter of urgency asking him to unfreeze certain positions and to provide me 
with funds to recruit to these positions. ' , 

Further, today I received a letter from the Director of Housing and Construction relating to the proposed par­
liament house. Part of the letter reads: "In view of the interest of the Reconstruction Commission in aspects 
of town planning and siting, this department is preparing for the Legislative Assembly alternative site 
studies in readiness for the anticipated 5th meeting of the Commission in March". 

106 MrP,ERRONtoMrRYAN-

What are the official reasons for closing Darwin airport to international flights and how long will it be closed 
for? ' 

ANSWER 
I have been unable to contact any official of the Department of Civil Aviation. However, I have spoken to an 

executive of Qantas who advised that the reasons they were given for closing the airport were that the 
navigational aids which were being used and are still usable are being supplied with power by emergency 
sets and therefore do not have any emergency backup. This iS,anormal requirement of the Internation Civil 
Aviation Organisation. There are also some navigational aids which are not operating. The time that the 
airport will be unavailable could be up to 6 months but they are hoping it will be less. They intend to get it 
operating as an international airport as soon as possible. 

lCl? MrDONDAStoMrRYAN-
Could he offer any information about the opening of the Casuarina' fire station? 

ANSWER 
I spoke with the Chief Fire Officer this morning concerning the opening ofCasuarina fire station. He had with 

him at the time a building inspector and they were going out to have a look at the building at CasuariIi.a. He 
is hopefuLthat they will be able to get the Casuarina fire station operating at the earliest. 

While on the subject of firemen, I was asked a question yesterday regarding their claims through their tric 
bunal for allowances. The ChiefF~e Officer has a~vised me that they had not made any claims. However, 
the firemen themselves are suppornng the TLC chums for,$55 a week. ' 

108 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr EVERINGHAM-

What was the result of the investigation into the large sums of money owed to contractors and other people in 
Katherine? 
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ANSWER 

I regret that I have been unable to obtain the information requested by him. I hope to be able to let him have 
it before the close of this sitting. 

109 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr POLL()CK-

Will he enquire into the completion 'date ofYirrkala Medical Centre and will he find out the commencement 
date of that centre? 

ANSWER 

The Department of Health has received advice from the Department of Housing and Construction. that the 
health centre at Yirrkala will be ready for handover atthe end of February 1975. The centre will start 
operating approximately 2 weeks after the hand over provided normal barge services are available to con­
vey supplies and equipment to the area. 

110 MrPERRONtoMrEVERINGHAM-

When will the Registrar General 'sOffice resume the registration of transfers to teal estate in Darwin? 

ANSWER 
.. As far as ~ was aware, the Regist~ar General's Omce had been open for some time for the registration of con­

veyances of real property. I understand some transfers have been made there in the course of the last couple 
of weeks. I will, however, make investigations to ensure that it is open. I know that the Registrar General's 
Office was very fortunate in that very few, if any, ofits records were damaged during the cyclone. 

III MrSTEELEtoMrTAMBLlNG-
Is he aware of the indiscriminate dumping of corrugated iron, bulldozing of trees and dumping of wet gar­

bage along the Nemarluk Drive? Would he direct this matter to the Director of Emergency Services? 

ANSWER 
It was drawn to my attention this morning that this indiscriminate dumping is taking place. I will take the 

matter up with the Director of Emergency Services and the Town Clerk. . 

112 Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREW-

Does the honourable member have a policy on extended school hours during the coming months. If so, what 
is the policy, has she discussed it with the Department of Education and to what result? . 

ANSWER 
I have discussed at length with the Education Department the current policy relating to after-school activities. 

Each school is invited to call a committee. and make arrangements. My policy would be exactly the same. In 
the northern subu,rbs we have got together a voluntary group which is organising after-school activities. 

113 MrDONDAStoMrRYAN-
Has he any idea how long it would take to reinstate the iron-ore loading facilities and if such reinstatement 

has been put in hand? ,. . 

ANSWER 
The iron-ore facilities at the wharf I believe were originally going to be out of operation for ~bout 6 months; 

this was an estimate. It was planned as a repair job by the Navy. I spoke with one of the executives of 
Frances Creek last week and he said that they felt that repairs could be made to the wharf at an earlier 
period. However, if the honourable member would like to put that question on notice I will see that he gets 
a full answer to it. 

114 MrsLAWRIEtoMiss.ANDREW-
Will she Consider the provisions of full-time auxiliary staff, other than volunteers, who would be paid an 

amount to provide the necessary supervision for out-of-hourswork at the schools. 

ANSWER 
Yes. I have considered this and I have discussed it with the. Education Department. However, I am waiting 

until Friday when the results of their moves in the direction of after-school education are apparent In this 
particular case, it will not be on a voluntary basis; the cost of providing staff to provide these after-school 
activities will be met. 

115 MrSTEELEtoMrRYAN-

What are-the employment opportunities in Darwin at present and has he figures available of job vacancies? 
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ANSWER 

The Department of Labor have advised me that currently vacancies exist for 350 positions in Darwin. They 
are averaging around about 40 to 45 jobs and 40 to 45 people looking for jobs per day, so the status quo is 
being maintained. Most of the jobs are in trades but there are quite a few labourer positions available. 
There are no unemployed at present and the attitude of the department is that anybody capable of doing 
any workin Darwin will have to take the job given to him or her by the department. 

116 MrVALEtoMrTUXWORTH-

Can he advise what form tourism will take in the Top End ofthe Territory this year? 

ANSWER 

A complete report is being compiled atthe moment by the Tourist Bureau and I hope t6 table it during this sit-
ting. . 

117 MrMacFARLANEtoMrRYAN-

Is it a fact that the Katherine powerhouse is in a bad way, that they have no engineer, and that 2 of their gen­
erating sets are out of commission and 2 others are operating at only 70 per cent capacity? 

ANSWER 

The po~erhouse at Katherine I believe has som~ sort of problem. I was aware ofthis but I have not been able 
.at this stage to get the. exact problem. Once again I request thatthe honourable member put this question on 
notice and I will attempt to get full answer for him. 

118 MrPERRONtoMissANDREW-

When is it anticipated that ·business premises in the Winneville industrial area will receive power supplies? 
How many linesmen are working in Darwin at the present? Is the Electricity Supply Undertaking having 
any trouble getting supplies it requires? 

ANSWER 
I ask the honourable member to put those questions on notice because, in spite of several attempts at inves­

tigation in this area, I have not had an official reply. 

119 MrSTEELEtoMrEVERINGHAM-

How many applications have been made for business assistance, and how many of these applications have 
been approved? 

ANSWER 
I understand that a considerable number of applications for these loans have been received to date. I under­

stand thatnone have yet been approved. Several are in the process of being approved but it will depend on 
the arrival of valuers in Darwin from the south. I understand valuers are expected to arrive on about the 
24th of this month and that after that applications should be able to be processed. 

120 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS 
Would he endeavour to obtain from the Department of the Northern Territory precisely which branches of 

that department will be affected by transfer, the categories of people it is intended to transfer, and the 
numbers of people in those categories? 

ANSWER 
Iwill attempt to obtain the information required and provide it later inthese sittings. 

121 MrPERRONtoMrRYAN-

Is he aware that a mining co~pany in Indonesia has been supplying its operations from Darwin by aircraft? 
They have had 2 flights into Darwin .since the cyclone yet further flights have been refused on the grounds 
that they are international flights. Will he see ifhe can correct the situation? 

ANSWER 
I was unaware of this. However I will attempt to look into the matter further and give an answer to the 

honourable member. . 

122 Mr MacFARLANE to Dr LETTS-

When will the Beef Stabilization Bill be presented? 

ANSWER 
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The Cattle Price Stabilization Bill became available from the printer this morning. I did not give notice of it 
because that would have had the effect of deferring its introduction and discussion until tomorrow. I intend 
to introduce it and give the seccind reading speech on it at the conclusion of the Orders of the Day today. 
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130· Mr MacFARLANE to Dr LETTS-
Hav~ precautions ~gainst the entry of foot and mouth disease into Australia been relaxed since the cyclone? 

ANSWER 
To the best of my knowledge the answer is no. In fact I think that the risks are less than they were before the 

cyclone. Not long before the cyclone, a sub-committee of the Cattlemen's Association of Northern 
Australia made an examination of the precautions which were then existing in the port of Darwin and the 
airport of Darwin against foot and mouth disease and came to the conclusion in a report to the Association 
that they were adequate. Since the cyclone, the Animal Industry and Agriculture Branch quarantine people 
have been still on deck and the Department of Health are still vigilant in the matter. But with the cessatton 
of interuational flights landing at this airport one of the main risk areas would have disappeared 
completely. 

131. MrVALEtoMrTUXWORTH-
What is the current situation in the Peko retrenchments? Have the unemployed been found other jobs? 

ANSWER 
The overall picture is still not clear. However, I do have some information that would be of interest. The com­

pany has retrenched about 50% of the proposed retrenchments. A further 250 will be laid off in the next 
fortnight. Fifteen of these people have already arrived in Darwin to take up employment opportunities and 
a further 45 are coming next week. I believe there are a further 50 applications to work in Darwin pending. 
There are substantial numbers of hard-rock miners and smelter operators who can be employed by the 
mining industry in Western Australia. They will take up their positions within the next month. There are 
several staff positions that have been vacated at Peko in the normal turnover of the company's labour force. 
The Department of Labour and Immigration has been very quick to recognise the problem at Tennant 
Creek and has declared the Tennant Creek area a Regional Employment Development area; there should 
be no trouble in finding a job for any man that wants to work, particularly married men with families who 
cannot afford to move away from the town. 

132 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS-
Has he yet any information on the number of public servants liable to be transferred interstate, the categories 

into which they fall and the number in each category? 

ANSWER 
I am unable to give the information to the honourable member at this time but I hope it will be available later 

in the day. I will send it to her when it is available. 

133 MrMacFARLANEtoMrTAMBLING-
What urgent action is being proposed to alleviate the housing shortage in Katherine? 

ANSWER 
I am not fully conversant with the housing shortages in Katherine. I would ask that the question be placed on 

notice. I will endeavour to obtain an answer for him today. 

134 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS-
I assume that he is the leader of the executive members on the Administrator's Council and this question deals 

with Administrator's Council affairs. Are the private members of the Administrator's Council aware that 
categories of people permitted to enter Darwin are adult male residents, and adult female residents who 
have essential employment and satisfactory accommodation? In other words, there is a vast difference be­
tween permission to enter for adult females and adult males. If they are aware of this, do they condone it, 
do they propose changing it, or have they ever discussed it? 

ANSWER 
The cat<:gories and classifications for people eligible to enter Darwin under the permit system have changed 

from time to time and the latest definitive statement on this niatter was only made within the last couple of 
days. The Administrator's Council is of course composed of 5 elected members with the Administrator, and 
each of those members has an equal voice in the Council. We have not discussed the matter alluded to by 
the honourable member for Nightcliff recently but there will be a couple of meetings of the Administrator's 
Council in the near future and I will bear in mind her desire to see the matter discussed and for the Admin­
istrator's Council to form a view on it. I will endeavour to see that it is carried out. 

135 MrMacFARLANEtoMrPOLLOCK-
What recomm~ndations of the Gibb Committee Report have been implemented? 

ANSWER 
I ask that the question be placed on notice. 
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136 Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREW-
Is it a fact that there is a shortage of secondary school teachers in Darwin at the present moment? 

ANSWER 
I have had representations made to me on this particular matter and in my capacity as the Executive Member 

for Education have sent telegrams to Mr Beasley and the Commissioner for Education. As yet I have had no 
reply. I have had representations made to me that there is a shortage in specialist fields. 

137 MrVALEtoMrSPEAKER-
This question concerns the invitations honourable members have received to attend a meeting in Katherine. 

Are there any provisions for members to travel to meetings such as these? . 
ANSWER 

On matters such as this the Speaker has discretionary powers. Any person who wishes to attend a conference 
such as this should make approaches to the Speaker. 

138 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr EVERINGHAM-
What steps does he propose to take in order to draw up a budget for Katherine and other areas. of the North­

ern Territory. 

ANSWER 
I am flattered that he considers I have money with which to allocate a budget to Katherine. The honourable 

member is aware I am certain that as yet this Assembly has no executive powers, as has become painfully 
obvious since the cyclone. It also has no money to speak of and I am therefore unable to assist him. 

139 MrVALEtoMrTUXWORTH-
Is there a blueprint for tourism in the Northern Territory and in particular the Top End and, if not, why not? 

ANSWER 
The simple answer to the question is no. However, I do believe that the Director of the Tourist Bureau and the 

Tourist Board have been mindful of this problem for some time and have underway certain proposals 
under which to undertake a survey and prepare a report for the industry. 

140 Mr MacFARLANE to Mrs LA WRIE-
In her capacity as honorary member for the National Estate--
Mr SPEAKER: The member for Nightcliffis not responsible for that position in the Legislative Assembly. 

141 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS-
Does the Majority Party in this House have a spokesman on Aboriginal Affairs. If so, who is he? 

ANSWER 
Yes. We did circulate to everybody, I think, a list of responsibilities. It went to all members of the Assembly 

and to departments, but I will secure another copy for the honourable member. The person in charge of 
Aboriginal matters, in so far as answering questions etc. and making contacts for legislation, is the Execu­
tive Member for Social Affairs, the honourable member for MacDonnell. 

142 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr POLLOCK-
Does he' in his capacity as spokesman on Aboriginal Affairs have a policy concerning the desire of Gove 

residents to be able to travel outside the township area? If so, what is it? 

ANSWER 
The honourable member may recall the other day there was a question asked on this matter by the honour­

able member for Nhulunbuy. I then said that I had recently read Press reports concerning the matter and it 
was my intention to travel there and have discussions with the local people and those concerned with a view 
to some amicable arrangements, which I am sure can be made, for the movement of persons living in the 
area through the area. 

143 Mr MacFARLANE to Dr LETTS-. 
. Does the National Estate interest itself in preserving the life stories of pioneers like the late Charlie Dargie? 

ANSWER 
I cannot answer the question on behalf of the National Estate, nor is it my province in this Assembly to answer 

questions relating to environment and conservation. I believe that we do have an executive member who 
has the responsibility in that field and that is the Executive Member for Education and Consumer Services, 
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the honourable member for Sanderson. If the honourable member for Elsey would direct his question to 
her, I am sure she would be happy to take it on board and see what she could find out for him. 

144 MrROBERTSONtoMrPOLLOCK-
Whatstage has drafting of the proposed amendments to the Mental Defectives Ordinance reached? Ifhe is 

unaware of this, is he prepared to undertake that he will look into the matter and speed up any proposed 
legislation? 

ANSWER 
I am unable to advise to what stage the drafting of the revised Mental Defectives Ordinance is at. I will under­

take to lind out and to inform the members concerned. 

145 ANSWER TO QUESTION 
Mr POLLOCK: On Tuesday the honourable member for Nightcliff asked me if! was aware that prisoners on 

remand were being held in the police cells for periods in excess of 14 days without proper exercises. I have 
made inquiries and I am advised that for at least the last 10 to 12 days all prisoners on remand have been 
conveyed daily to the Fannie Bay Gaol site. There they are being housed in the former female section 
which provides shelter, a kitchen area, a separate open-air exercise yard. They are being kept separate from 
sentenced prisoners and generally their conditions are vastly improved on what they formerly were at the 
time of the cyclone. There are presently in Darwin 13 prisoners being held on remand and 28 prisoners 
under sentence. 

146 Mrs LAWRIE to MrTAMBLING-
Has the honourable member had discussions with officers of the Australian Electoral Office regarding the 

feasibility oflocal government elections bein~ held on time as scheduled. 

ANSWER 
No. 

147 ANSWER TO QUESTION 
Mr TUXWORTH: I wish to answer a question about tourism asked of me yesterday by the honourable mem­

ber for Stuart. The Director of the Tourist Bureau has been south to speak to airline companies, coach oper­
ators and accommodation people in an endeavour to seek their aid to promote the top end of the Territory 
as a tourist destination once authorities give permission to bring in tourists: He has also spoken to local 
industry people who are equally as keen to ensure that their livelihood in tourism is maintained this season. 
The response from the domestic airlines could not have been better; they have agreed to fly the trade Press 
to Darwin so they can see for themselves the tourist plan, bring selected retail travel agents to Darwin from 
all over Australia, promote the Top End in special package deals once the authorities give permisson to do 
so, and allocate funds to advertising when the Top End is open to tourists. Coach operators have agreed to 
continue their operations, particularly the camping tours, and to make contact with safari operators based 
out of Darwin, the idea here being that the existing camping sites be used as bases for day tours to Darwin. 
The trade Press have offered much support as have newspapers. The Adelaide News and Melbourne Age 
have promised to run specials each week in the travel sections free of charge. All we have to do is send the 
information. At the present time the Bureau is continuing to promote the rest of the Territory and correct 
any fears that centres stich as Tennant Creek, Alice Springs, Katherine and other areas have been damaged 
in any way. Any promotion for the top end will be of assistance to the rest of the Territory. Katherine for 
example will probably benefit as the tourist destination in 1975. Several of the Mid-March departures by 
coach from south have already been booked out and the fears of the southern bureau staff is that there will 
not be enough departures to accommodate the people wanting to visit the Top End this year. 
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226 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr POLLOCK-

Has he any advice as to what medium security facilities will be provided in Darwin for the holding of people 
sentenced to prison? 

ANSWER 

I am unable ~o advise what medium security steps will be operational in Darwin in the near future. This has 
been a matter of considerable discussion between myself and the members of the prison service. The 
Gunn Point prison farm is now operating as a ntinimum security area. Other prisoners are being held at 
the police cells in Darwin and they are being taken to Fannie Bay site to work there. There was a sugges­
tion that some security arrangements could be made at Fannie Bay which would allow the· prison to be 
used as a medium security prison until a new prisonis built. However, these plans are not proceeding at 
this stage and there is no firm comntitment to provide any medium security prison facilities in Darwin. A 
submission is being made to the reconstruction committee to approve a site for a new prison out Berrimah 
way. It is hoped that work on that site can proceed in the very near future to provide some improvement in 
prison facilities in Darwin. 

As many prisoners as possible of a medium security and high security rating are being transferred to Alice 
Springs. However, the capacity there is rapidly coming to a climax. Arrangements have been made to send 
prisoners interstate and now prisoners may be moved interstate much more quickly than formerly. Ar­
rangements have been made with most State governments rather than just an.arrangement with the South 
Australian Government to accept prisoners into prisons in other States. However, there is a difficulty in 
that Aboriginal prisoners cannot be moved interstate easily and this is causing problems. There will be a 
serious problem in Darwin if there are any female prisoners because at the moment we have very limited 
facilities. 

227 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS-

When will the Administrator's Council consider the appointment of the parole board legislation which was 
passed nearly 2 years ago? 

ANSWER 

I am unable to give a precise answer. I can say that the matter has not come before the Administrator's Coun­
cil since I have been serving On it but I take note of the honourable member's question and I will have the 
matter investigated by the Secretary of the Administrator's Council and my own staff. 

228 MrWITHNALLto MrEVERINGHAM-

I have had 2 complaints from persons who were mortgagors of property to the Commonwealth who had ap­
plied for payout figures on the mortgage so that insurance moneys could be paid and who received figures 
and had the matter finalised only to be told later that they owe the Commonwealth another $1,500 in I 
case and $1,100 in another case. Will he ascertain the extent to which mistakes have been made in other 
cases and can he get some assurance that it is not due to the Finance Branch being partly stationed in Dar-
win and partly stationed in Brisbane? . 

ANSWER 

I would ask the honourable member for Port Darwin to put this question on notice and I will then undertake 
to follow it up. 

229 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr POLLOCK-

What steps have been taken to upgr!\de the mosquito eradication program at Nhulunbuy by the Department 
of Health? Has the incidence of mosquitoes lessened or increased in the Gove Peninsula over the past 3 
years since the township ofNhulunbuy was established? 

ANSWER 

I was at Nhuiunbuy last week and discussed the matter of mosquito eradication program with the Deputy Di­
rector of Health for the. East Arnhem area. He has a program of mosquito eradication for that area. How­
ever, the program is hampered by the lack of equipment; the equipment which is there is a little outdated. 
It is hoped that equipment will be provided shortly to allow the eradication program to be stepped up. As 
to the second part ofthe question, I will have to seek infor1llation from the Director. 

230 MrKENTISH to Mr EVERINGHAM-

When is new building likely to commence in Darwin apart froin repairs.and maintenance? 

ANSWER 

I am unable to provide an answer at this moment but I will undertake to seek out this information during the 
course of this day. 
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231 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS-
It would appear from the secOnd report of the reconstruction commision that areas on the Esplanade and Lar­

rakeyah, the proposed civic centre area in Fannie Bay and a tourist hotel area will occupyland which is at 
present used for private housing. What plans for acquisition has the Darwin Reconstruction Commission 
at the present time and is it a fact that acquisition of these areas is proposed? 

ANSWER 
The Darwin Reconstruction Commission has no plans for the acquisition of these areas at the present time nor 

does it propose to acquire them. A draft town plan has been made available to the public and there is a 
statutory period of I month from March 17 for the public to voice its objections against any particular sec­
tion of that plan and the accompanying proposals to which the commission has indicated specifically its 
support at this stage. In the light of the objections received and considered and in the light of the com­
mission's own further cOnsideration some decision will be taken to make recommendations to the Minister 
for the Northern Territory under the act as to a development scheme for Darwin. Until that process has 
been completed, it would be premature to refer to any definite policy of acquisition in any particular area. 

232 MrVALEtoMrRYAN-
What has been done in relation to the sealing of the Stuart Highway south of AJiceSprings to Port Augusta? 

ANSWER 
Several weeks ago, I sent a telegram to the Minister for Transport in South Australia asking him the same 

question. During a recent visit to Adelaide I had a question to put to the Minister for Transport in the 
House of Assembly in South Australia. The answer that I received was that the highway from Port 
Augusta to the border in South Australia is a national highway and South Australia does not have the 
finance available to carry out any construction on the road. He also pointed out that the money that was 
being allocated to them by the Commonwealth was being used in the upgrading of the Eyre and the 
Princes Highway. The South Australian minister did not expect anything to be done on that road 'Other 
than minimum maintenance until June 1977. This is completely unsatisfactory and I intend to write to the 
Prime Minister and remind him of the speech which he made during his election campaign last May and 
ask that something be done immediately to upgrade that road. 

233 LAWRIE to Dr LETTS-
Is it a fact that the present Director of Emergency Services will be leaving Darwin within 3 weeks? If that is so, 

will a successor be appointed? 

ANSWER 
I thank the honourable member for Nightcliff for the news that she has just given me because it is new to me. I 

do not know that it is a fact. There have been so many rumours circulating Darwin in the past 2 months. 
Knowing the honourable member for Nightcliff is usually a reliable source of information, I will check her 
suggestion out during the course of the day and endeavour to advise her before the end of this sitting day 
as to whitt Mr McHenry's movements will be. 

The matter of appointment of a success'Or is one for the Administrator in Council and, having been unsuccess­
ful on one occasion, that body could hope for better success the second time. 

234 MrKENTISHtoMissANDREW-
Could she tell me why the Government has not attended to repairs on the Oenpelli Primary School? Despite 

repeated requests for several years, no attention has been given to this job. 

ANSWER 
Staff shortages exist in the Education Department. One position vacant at the moment is the one which lets 

such contracts. This work is being done by a variety of people from Canberra who have come up on short 
stints. However; it does become a problem of the Department of Housing and Construction and there is 
difficulty in letting contracts because of Government non-payment for previous work. However, I have 
drawn this matter to the 'attention of the Education Department. 

235 Mr WITHNALL to Mr EVERINGHAM-
Is he aware that a building code for the construction of houses in Darwin has been prepared? Is he aware also 

that it is apparently being acted upon without having been iricorporated into any law? , 

ANSWER 
I was aware that a building code had been prepared but I am not sure whether it is being acted on or not. If 

the honourable member would place his question on notice, I could follow the matter up. 

236 Mr DONDAS to Miss ANDREW-
Is there any truth that there are children in Darwin schools who were not here prior to the cyclone? 

ANSWER 
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There is some small percentage of children in Darwin schools who were not here prior to cyclone Tracy-208 
out of approximately 5500 children. This is more or less justified by the usual Christmas changeover of 
managerial and other positions in Darwin. 

237 MrsLAWRIEtoMrEVERINGHAM-

I refer to question 193 on the notice paper which asked if he will obtain information from the Director of 
Emergency Services. Has the honourable member been able to obtain this information and when will he 
make it public? 

ANSWER 

Unfortunately, I do not have that information at the present time. I shall endeavour to obtain it by the end of 
the day. 

238 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER-

The Remuneration Tribunal recommended the provision of secretarial assistance to certain members. At least 
in my own case, that has not been forthcoming. As the Remuneration Tribunal's recommendations have 
not yet been implemented by the Australian government, when will the secretarial assistance be provided? 

ANSWER 

I will provide an answer for the honourable member later this day. 

239· Mr KENTISH to Dr LETTS-

I have information that stoves, washing machines and refrigerators in good order are being destroyed at the 
RAAF before they are dumped. These things are in short supply in Darwin. Recently at an auction, I saw 
an electric stove that a year ago would have sold for $3.00 or $4.00 run up to $40.00. I would like to have 
some assurance that this matter will be investigated. 

ANSWER 

Yes. 

240 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr RYAN-

What steps. have been taken to upgrade the roads from Yirrkala to Melville Bay Highway and from 
Dhupuma College to Gove Airport? When will the maintenance program for roadworks in Gove be 
officially announced? 

ANSWER 

I do not have that information. Ifhe will put the question on notice, I will endeavour to give him an answer. 

241 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS-

The Indian government presented a gift of tea to Darwin as a mark of their sorrow at the devastation. I ask 
the honourable member to find out what has happened to this gift of tea. Is it to be distributed to the citi­
zens of Darwin who were present then and, if so, how? Will he seek an assurance that protocol will not be 
breached by having this tea sold or otherwise disposed of? It was a gift of one country to Darwin. 

ANSWER 

I will make investigations and seek the assurance that she wishes in this matter. I think that my colleague the 
honourable member for finance and law who is a member of the Relief Trust Fund will help with this 
investigation. 

242 .Mr KENTISH to Mr EVERINGHAM-

Will he investigate the possibility of stationing 2 police officers at Oenpelli if the community undertakes to 
provide buildings? Will he follow this up and see what is to be done about it. I would like some assurance 
from him: 

ANSWER 

I wish that I could give him the assurance that he requests. Unfortunately, neither myself nor any member of 
this House has any power over the police force other than a persuasive one. When the petition of the 
residents of Oenpelli was presented at the last sittings, the Police Commissioner was away from Darwin 
and I was not able to take the matter up with him. Shortly after that, I was away. However, I intend to speak 
to the Police Commissioner about this matter in the very near future and I am in complete sympathy with 
the member for Arnhem on this question. 
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243 MrROBERTSONtoMrPOLLOCK-

Will the honourable member tell us in what way 'Medibank' will operate in the Northern Territory and in 
what way it will affect its citizens? 

ANSWER 

I am quite uncertain as to how it is going to operate. The other day I asked the Minister responsible to advise 
me. Despite the request, I have not received any advice on the matter. I would ask that the question be 
placed on notice. 
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