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 PART I

THE QUESTION PAPER

Ques'tionS'are printed in numerical order. Numbers
with: asterisks indicate questions on notice which remained
unanswered when the Assembly "adjourned on the last

sitting day. - -

An index to questions appears at the end of Part IL
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22 Mr MacFARLANE to Miss ANDREW—
1. How many students ‘are enrolled -at the Darwin Community College?

2. What -is the staff establishment for ' the college mcl‘lxdmg professorial adminisfrativ& and
~industrial ‘positions? - Ty .

ANSWER

1. There were 2616 students enrolled in the Darwin Comxnumty College during 1974 This
included fulltime, part-time and block release students.’

2. The total staff establishment for the college: for the 1974/75 financial year is 214. This is
made up of 135 academlc staff, 22 llbrary staff and $2 administrative staff, :

*60
*61
*62-" .
*63

%64
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1 Mr KENTISH to Dr LETTS—
When is it expected that the ﬁrst meeting of the Administrator’s COUnexl will be held‘I

ANSWER Ll :
The first meeting of the new Administrator’s Council, with 5 elected members, is programmed
for-tomorrow. : .

2 Mis LAWRIE to Dr LETTS—

Is it the intention to set sitting dates for the coming Year for this Assembly? If 50,- will con-
sultatlons be held with other members prior to the setting of those dates?
ANSWER . ’
We will attempt to set, in conjunction with you, Mr Speaker, a timetable in advance—a year
in advance if possible.- Certainly all members of the Assembly will be consulted :as to: the
suitability of the times proposed. There may  be some difficulty at this sitting in indicating
exactly when the next meeting will be because to some: extent it depends on events beyond
our control such as. the tabling of the report of the Joint Parliamentary Committee on the
Northern Territory and discussions which may  follow, so that we have a more solid base on
which to meet at that time; but with that possible exception as soon as possxble T will endeavour
to arrange for a timetable to be drawn up to everYbodys satisfaction, :

3 Mr MacFARLANE to Dr LE’I’I‘S—

-Is it a fact ‘that there i on sale in Darwm a . corned- beef product fmm France pnced at .
65 cents while its Australian equivalent costs 98 cesits?. What assuratices will -the government
give that the mportanon of 'thxs product wxll cease? )

ANSWER ; Lo : ¢
Yes, there is a comed beef product avaﬂable in Darwm at Lhe pnce mentloned whlch JS lower
_-than 'the price:for ‘a locally produced product. 1 was, speakmg 1o somebody yesterday who had
) purchased a tin -of this gverseas corned beef, made, I think, in France although ‘it has writing

in several languages on the container. As to the second part of the question, I am unable to
answer this. We are at the moment, -although a majority party, in no sense ‘the government

) of the Northern Territory; we have not been allocated any ,exec'utive responsibilities .and ‘we:
cannot be held accountable for doing certain things until that stage is achieved. However, I
assure the honourable’ member that his concern and ‘the facts in this case. will' be passed on
to the appropmate department to see-if this class of beef is being.legitimately sold in Australia
and if there is anything that can be done in hght of the circumstances prevailing in our own
mea‘t industry.

4‘ Mr ROBERTSON to Dr LETTS—
-Can he adv1se the Assembly. of the composmon of the leglslatlve committee referred to yesterday?

ANSWER
.1 am unable to answer off the cuff. There are 4 members of ‘the majority party or backbench
members ‘'on that committee, together with the executive member who from time to time.
might be concerned with particular legislation: 1 shall obtain the information during the course -
o_f foday’s sittings -and ad'vise him when I have the full list of names. .

©5 Mr PERRON to Mr SPEAKER—
When will more adequate facxlmes and office space be made avallable to members of the
Assembly? .

‘ANSWER : .

Planmng for increased office accomimodation’ for members has been going on for some time and
certainly recommendations ‘were made by my predecessor to the Minister. Although there is
nothing in corresponidence ‘to indicate the Minister’s .approval or otherwise of the proposal,
we -do have an assurance from the Secretary of -the Department of the Northern Territory
that an approach has been made to Treasury. for an increase in the civil works program
provision from $25,000 to $137,000, which will allow the provision of additional offices in the
old PABX area and 4 new burldmg containing 6 new offices within the’ precmcts It is hoped
that the pressure on- existing office accommodation will be eased by the provision of offices
for executive members outside the precincts, Members may ‘inspect the plans for proposed
offices on application to the Clerk. The work proposed within the precincts will not be
completed until Jate in' 1975. It is my intention to seek an interview with the Minister
within the next few weeks to discuss the building proposals and other matters connected with
staff ‘and staff accommodatxon
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6 Mr KENTISH to Mr RYAN—

- Will he advise what assurance the people of the Territory' can have of a better and more reliable
road and rail connection between the Terrrtory and -the eastern “and southem states in the
commg wet season? !

ANSWER - :
I would -like to delay answermg that ‘question: untrl ‘this aftemoon as:1 am eurrently preparmg
an-announcement on’ this. I-am trying to get -hold -of ‘some- mformatron which may enable me
to give ‘a fautly good answer to the honounable member :

7 Mr TUNGUTALUM to Dr LETTS—

erl the. Assembly be kept .informed -about the planning. of wet season arrangements for the
- Territory? . )

ANSWER ’ :

_ As most members will be aware, the Department of the Northern Territory has - taken some
initiative in setting up-an emergency ‘planning committee involving private groups and depart-
mental people with the assistance of some experts in this field and they have had a number of
meetings over the last 4 or 5.weeks. This Assembly to-date has not been involved in this
- planning because we were going through an: election and only. vesterday did we become fully-
fledged members. However, I have béen in' contact with the First Assistant Secretary chamng
these discussions, Mr McHenry. We had in fact been invited to attend the last: meeting but
we were unable to attend because of other commitments, I believe that we will be invited. to
take part in discussions in the future and that the appropriate member from this Aisembly will
atténd ‘those discussions, It will probably be my colleague’ the honourable ‘member for Millner
,whov will ‘also ‘have the. obligation of keeping the Assembly informed on any plans made from
- time to time and on any roles which' we can- at ‘this stage play in ‘assisting to overcome wet
season emergencies. '’

8 Mrss ANDREW to Dr LE'ITS— o
What i3 to be ‘the relatronshl:p between the Natlonal ‘Heritage Commtssron and the National
Parks and Wildlife Service? Who are the present Northern Territory ‘representatives on the .
-National Heritage Comrmssron, how -and by whom are they appomted and - what are their:
quahﬁcations for the post? : , !

ANSWER - L : : :

1 understand that the honourable member for Nrghtcliﬂf is.one of the members of the provrsional’
National Heritage Commission;-I do° not have the answer to_the test of the question. If the
honourable member places the question on notice, T. will 'endeavour to seek the information
she requires and hopefully advrse her: between now and the next sxttmgs

9 Mr BA.LLANTYNE to Dr LE’ITS'— : ol

1 refér.to a recent news item which said that execufive oﬂicers of the Administrative and Clencal
Officers Association are ‘seeking discussions  with . the Secretary ‘of . the ‘Department - of - the
‘Northern Terntory on preservation of ‘their rights while  a: form of responsible Territory -
government is emerging. - Has he received - any approaches from the ACOA -or the Fourth
Division Officers Assocratron for-discussion on these matters? o

ANSWER :
" No, I have had no:approaches from any of the executrve of ‘the public service associations on
this matter. Any representations that they wish to make would be welcomed; I will be available
to talk to them ‘at-any time, together with the honourable member for Millner who in his -
portfolio: will have some responsrbrhty in ‘industrial relations, . :

10 Mr DONDAS to Dr LETTS—
In view of recent publicity and comment. from the Minister- for the Northern Temtory on the
subject ‘of -a- Darwin free beach, does he propose any. action to be taken in the immediate
future? . .

ANSWER :

I appreciate that ‘the honourable member has quite" a brg beach front in hls electorate but 1
do not know whether-he. has the same view on the subject as the former member for McMillan
had. 1 do not believe there is any immediate action that this Assembly can or should take on
this ‘'subject. The Minister for the Northern Territory recently said it was a local matter and
this may be true up:to a point. It may be possible for this Assembly to draft certain legisla-
tion which would lead towards the development of such a facility should the majority of the
Assembly be of that mind but, as I understand the situation, this Assembly at the moment
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has no final authority in relatxon to land which is reserved for public purposes and any such
legislation which we would attempt to promuigate here would have to go back anyway to the
federal parllament and the Governor-General for final assent or rejection. Possibly ‘the final
answer therefore is in ‘the hands' of the national government,

The miatter was raised in the Leglslatlve Council earlier and was partly dlscussed but I do not

believe that the full public view and the full public reaction to this suggestion has really been

- canvassed, nor ‘would it be appropriate for the remiarks made by the members of the Legislative

Council to.-continue to yapply It would be necessary-to.find out what the viewpoint of the

people now represented here is. Perhaps the best approach would be to set up: a select commit-

tee. of inquiry, perhaps at our next meeting, so that the public view can be more-fully can-
vassed and we can be better guided towards makmg the right decision,

11 Mr VALE to Dr LE'ITS—
Can he advise me of the current membersh:p of the Northern Temtory Reserves Board"

ANSWER: . ; :
I understand that the membersmp of the board is only partly ﬁlled at the moment, There are
©.'2.:members of the board, the chairman and the officer from the Wildlife' Branch: of ‘the
- Department .of the Northern Territory, whose terms have now -expired and- reappomtments,
.- would -be ‘due " to. be:made. T understand - that. the terms of 3:of the -5 remalmng members
”expue next month or around .about mld-December. . : :
12 Mr STEELE to Dr LETI‘S— L
In relation to the federal Natlonal Parks and Wﬂdhfe Blll, can he inform me, whether ‘the
. Northern Tetritory Environmental Council was . consulted. on -this: legislation and. what was
_its reaction?” Further, :did' the House of Representatives select committee on wildlife con-
servation-hold any public hearings and take evidence in the Northern Territory?

ANSWER :

I rang the pres1dent of the Northern Territory Environmental Council last Monday to find out
“what- theit ‘thinking was oni the bill .and I was informed that they had some misgivings about
it inits ‘present_form, that they had made some representations to the honourable member for
Nightcliff to take io” the National Heritage Commission and -that' they would have a further
look at.it. This morning I received a report from the president of the Northern Temtory
Environmental Council -which goes into some detail on the action they have ‘taken since. last
Monday. Rather. than provide all that information in question time it is probable: that it will
come up during the course of debate on the motion later in this sitting. Their' attitude has
developed somewhat ‘since Monday - in- that, mainly -on the basis of telephone conversations

" with New South Wales and ACT they would like to se¢ the bill proceed. 1 am not aware of
any meetings or public evidence which has: been taken by the House of Representatives com-
mittee on the environment in the Northern Territory but 1 will have to- check my facts. on-that
and confer with the honourable member later. ; . :
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24 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS— . . .

1 refer to an article in. today’s Northern Territory News headed “Permits needed to enter the

city”, ‘Part_of this article reads: “Conditions for entering ‘Darwin.have been relaxed slightly,

" the Director of Emergercy Services' in Darwin Mr. Ray McHenry said yesterday”. It goes-

" on to say -that men or women with properties or business interests- or essential work would

now be -considered for an entry permit.” However, it was not intended to issue permits to

other women or children -at this stage. I ask with what legislative -authority such a statement

has been issued. Can I have an assurance from the.Majority Leader that without legislative
authority, this type of .publicity will be stopped if it is from, an official source? -

ANSWER- . _ : ) ST : .
1 have. not. seen the article in today’s paper, I-do. know that there have been controls operating
.on peoplé moving into and out of .the Northern Territory. As'I understand it, the controls
which have . operated .in the past: have-had virtually no :legislative backing, ‘It has been an
-administrative arrangement, -an. agreement between Major-General - Stretton and the: various
companies and . bodies- who, operate transport services -into the Northern Territory. For
example, if an- airline has. space, it requires some sort  of authority to be issued from the
disaster - headquatters before they would issue a ticket. This was certainly the case a few
*-days ago when: X was coming back from the south. I do not wish:to anticipate a bill. which
-will ‘be “coming - into this house today. but there will be’ a :clause in’ that bill' which deals
with - control -of the movement of the people.. I have no -doubt.that, when that . particular

. clause gets -into' committee,  there: will be . considerable - discussion -about" its  merits: and- the
way ‘that it will operate. In- the meantime, I simply say that this Assembly has no. executive
power to ask. anybody: to. refrain from doing. anything. Depending on: the:.outcome:of our
discussion later in'the day, I -will do whatever I can to make representations tothe Director
of Emergency Services to-make sure that highhanded .and  bureaucratic action ‘is: not the
order of the day. ' . . .

N

25 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS=—

Last night at dbout half past nine, I was stopped at the 21-mile by an officer of the Queensland
Police -who .informed me that: in future 1. could not .re-enter Darwin unless I was in
. -...possession of .a work - permit. ‘Will the ‘honourable member investigate this: statement . with
- a.-view to' ascertaining - upon -what foundation it rests; -and will he also investigate the
- anthority . for.a: policeman making such a- statement? I ask this-question particularly because -
_ the “instructions - given to .this' police -officer, upon his. statemeni to. me, -were that this
‘applies to residents as well as to outside persons. :

ANSWER : - ~ , Lo

I will certainly bring the . case mentioned by’ the. honourable member for Port Darwin to the

- mnotice of the Director: of Emergency Services. I'will tryito get-$ome clarification ¢f what the
exact. policy:and system is:for members. I: do.not believe there -is any ‘legal ‘authority at .
the ‘moment and I also believe that this matter will be further canvassed in the.course
of discussing legislation later today. In the meantime, Mr Speaker, I understand that you
have -arranged “as far 4s- mémbers of -this ‘Assembly" are’ concerned for the permit  system
to. be' waived. T am" duly gratéful because I would find myself in exactly the “same position
as -the honourable member for Port Darwin. : i i : S '

26 Mr KENTISH to Miss ANDREW-— , - o N _
Can it be established how lpﬁg food. distribuﬁon will be continued on:a free basis in :this area?
ANSWER ST e e L ' ) ’

It will continue for as long. as it is necessary.:

27 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr EVERINGHAM-—

Since Cyclone Tracy struck, a number of young -constabies have been patroliing the city,
and in particylar the northern suburbs’ distribution centres, fully armed. Although recognising
that hé has no actual -executive authority, I-ask- if he would ensure -that, unless it is

. absolutely” necessary, junior police officers will ‘not continue patrolling fully armed.

ANSWER . . .

The (;ommissioner of Police has passed on to me the following information: “It has:been
necessary for obvious' reasons . for sidearms ‘to -be - carried up until now. Certain- intérstate
police forces wear sidearms as a matter of course. It is understood that many police have
now dxsogntmued wearing sidearms and gradually all weapons will be called in as the situation
improves”, - R ) : p TR

i
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28 Mr DONDAS to Dr LE'ITS

I rofer to the “earlief press anfiopncement that the Sectretary and First’ Assistant Seeretary
‘of the ‘Department -of the' ‘Notthern Territory were 'to madke an. overseas visit to study éon-.
stitutional developments in other countnes ‘early in the New Year. Is it strll Pproposed that these
:oﬂ‘icers will yndettake this trrp?

ANSWER L 2
I ath mformed thar the -ahswer to this questron rs no

‘ 29 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LE’ITS——

"1 have hedrd a fimour that it is proposed that the trust funds bemg <ollected ‘throtighout
Australia  and - throvghout  the world to alleviate 'the - situation in Darwin are 1o be
sdministéred by some officer in the Department -of the ‘Northern Tetritory. Will “he. do
his -best to " sitstire that -any soch trust fund & admimstered by a board of trostees elected'
by .and responsible to the" people of Darwin? o

ANSWER

1- will do ‘my ‘Best to. see that any -funds colleoted are paid into a fund admimstered by
people of the Northern Territory ' responsible to the people of the Northern Terrrtory 1
did have some discassion. with ‘the Minister for thé Northern Tetritory this morning. - He
“told-me that the govérnment had ih mind a4 committee which: would consist of :a local
representative of the Red Cross, the Salvation Army, ‘thé - Australian . Assistance. Commission
{(somie name- like that), a representative of this Asseiibly -and- 4. reptesentative of - the

“Corpbration of “the’ City of Darwin, He -said - that ' co-ordinating  and secretatial services
wauld be provrded by the Department of ‘the Northern Territory

30 Mr VALE to Mr EVERINGHAM— T

Do. the - Commonwealth and  interstate pohce in Darwin come under the control -of . the
Northern Territory Commrssroner of Pohce"

ANSWER . :

The interstate and Commenwealth pohce opérating in Darwm at the moment eome aunder
- the direct. control - of their own 'inspectors. Commoawealth Police ¢onie under theif -own
Commissioner;  those officers  aré in turn-ander the general control of Commrssroner McLaren,
sotherersaohamofoommand ‘

}

31 Mr DONDAS to Miss ANDREW— . b R

Will she -approach the Department of the Northern: Territory with a view -to havmg daily
bulletms published by press and radio giving the next area to be serviced by water and
electncrty? Wlll “these : facrhtres be extended to.the northern suburbs? if $0, When?

ANSWER B :
.Iam mformeé that these services are bemg qurckly extended although some areas caniiot be
serviced because of .complete destruction of residences and other buildings, 1 understand that
water was reconnected as from yesterday with:the exceptron of Wangurr, Nakara and Tiwi,

32 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS—

There ‘are_long-term residents of Darwin who have hterally lost evefythmg but who wrsh to
-remain if the-city -and. who' have jobs.-What ‘housing assistance fof the nekt. 12 fonths will
be ‘offered to them? I specify 12 months because I would assume no one would be allowed
to rebuild until a new building code is introduced. These people will have at least 12 ‘months °
not knowmg what type of assistance will bg: available to them

'ANSWER ,

I am unable t6 answer that guestion immediately from the mformatlon avaxlable to e ‘but
e will seek an answer ‘and try to mform her durmg this srttmg :

‘ 33 Mr PERRON ‘o' Mr RYAN-—--

When i8 it ‘expected that evacuees wrll be able to return to Darwm ‘using free fares which bave
been: guaranteed?

ANSWER: : :
“It is not possible to give a- firm reply at thls stage. Much will depend on the progress of
" restoratioh - of ‘essential “services, the availability - 6f accommodation - and gereral “ainenities
of the town, It would seem inappropriate to ¢otiipound the problem at- too early a stage, :

after evacuation: has occurred by brmgrng back many people. :
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34 Mr KENT!SH to Dr LETTS——

“Has the Minister for the Northerin ‘Tertitory indicated whether there will be any significant
", change in the programme for- polmcal development in" the Northern Temtory a8 a result
of the Darwin d1saster? . B

ANSWER

~ We have had no official mdxcatlon from the Mlmster for the Northern Temtory as to changes
iy the previously " designed programme for transfér of executive powers, In “speaking fo the
‘Minister, 1 have had his verbal “assurance that it is his wish to see political development
go along according to as much of the programme. which was envisaged 4s possible. He -did
say -that there would have to be some changes in emphasis and .I think we can all under-~
stand - that.. He "did also add that he would try to make certain- that the members of - this.
Assembly ‘would participate” in- all dspects of fehabilitation and .reconstruction. ‘At the same .-
time, recognising that the rest of the Teiritory has to go aliead, the execiitive members and the
members of “this Assembly . would " be. expected to carry out their normal functions in ‘this -
regard. The Minister is obviously very keen to do the best he can by us. Unfortunately, 1
was - advised yesterday that the servicés of Mr Finger, First Assistant -Secretary - of the
Depiartment of the Natthern Tertitory, would no Tonger be: avallable to. me, foi an inspecified
i period 1 hope that’ perxod ‘will be as shoit as possible.

35 Mr WITHNALL to- Dr LETTS—-

¥ refer to-the Datwin Reeonstructxon Comnusslen ;which is to be headed: by Slr Leshe ‘Thiess..
How many residents of ‘the ¢ity of Darwin are likely to be appomted to that commission and'
what wﬂl be the-‘basis of their appomtment? . ‘

ANSWER ; : ;
Theé -sourcé of my:information is pmbably the same as that of the honeurable member for Port
Darwin, namely the  Prime Minister's anfiotncement following '.the Cabinet  meetinig last
Monday in which he: ontlined ‘the Darwin: Reconstruction Comiission and what the compo-
sition of ‘that commission would be. He said that Sir ‘Léslie Thiess was to be its chairman
and:that there would be membership from the Department of Housing and Construction, the -
" Department of Urban and. .Regional ‘Development -and 'the Department of 'the Northem .
“Fetritory. In addition, this Assembly and the Mayot -of the Corporation: of -the Cxty of
Darvgm'wwld be representedi Thus, there Wbuld be 2 people actually residing in this
‘the‘Mitiistér arid agam asked: what “possibilities: there were -of - having addittonal members
of this Assembly 4dded. At this’ sfagé, he s‘ées fio prospect ‘of doing that.

>

36 Mrs LAWRIE to. sts ANDREW-—

 What facilities -are expected 10 be’ made ava:lable for the commeneement of the 1975 school
year in the Darwinarea? .. . . T : ,
ANSWER ‘ : S : SR . . .
Until such time .as-the - census of children remaimng in Darwm is complete, the educational
needs in. terms. of .:actual schools that - will -be- open- cannot be assessed. However, . the
- administrative  staff of the Bducation Department assured me that classes will- operate from
.grade 1.to matriculation level and at least one large’ school is expected to «be in operatlon
by early Febmary N < :

37 Mr DQNDAS to rfTAMBLING— SN
What actxdn‘ been taken to restote and preserve large trees and ﬂora in Datwm parks and
reSerVes? ‘ . : o d ;

ANSWER :

Staﬁ members- of the Corporatlon of the City of Darwm and the Department of the Notthem
Tertitory. are already “dttémpting to save ~as’ iany ‘trees as’ poSszble “The" Supenntendent of
Parks from Townsvills City ~ Cotineil - Hag” 4lsb ~been  madé available 16 astist 4n this

" restoration, ‘programitie. He hay’ st experience which will' be invaluable. T ath not aware

“f he has been able 16 get in yet. Fallen trees to be conserved are being marked with white

paint on' the frunk:” Al standmg treds 4ie to be retained wherever possible.

38 Mr PERRON to Mr RYAN— |

Will personsin ‘Darwin whose fanmhes have been evacuated be assisted to VlSlt then' famlhes
during the perlod that the famlly is not allowed to return to Darwm"
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ANSWER N
The policy matter is still under investigation. I am advrsed that persons who have been performmg
‘eéssential services and voluntary efforts durmg the emergency wrll continue - to - be\ elrgrble for
evacuation and réturn-at the government’s expense. .

39 Mr WITHNALL to Mr POLLOCK—

Has there been 1ndiscr1m1nate dumpmg of ‘cleanup matenals of all sorts on the Kahlm Oval and,
if so, what action has been taken for protectron against rrsks to health which .are  likely to
result from 1t" o e :

ANSWER - ° - S T SRR S
1 have been unaware of this matter. T will ask the appropnate authorrtres to report to me as soon
.88 possrble I ask that the question be put on notrce. S L

40 Mr DONDAS to Mr EVERINGHAM—

Would he inform me of the number ‘of rape cases reported the number of arrests for lootrng, the
number of persons shot whilst looting, the number of persons oﬂicrally mrssmg and; the number
. of persons killed in: this disaster?

ANSWER . e o :
The number of rape cases reported ‘during the emergency is:1, The number of arrests for looting
is‘15. The number -of persons shof.for looting: is ‘nil. At: this stage, 65 persons.are officially

listed -as: missing persons. The number of persons: killed in’ the disaster stands -at-48. -

Al

41 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS—

My’ question  arises from the ‘answer ‘given vto a_previous- question by the- honourable member for
‘Millner. The answer: concerned the evacuation south’ of members of:the citizenty ‘of - Darwin
.- whose fainilies. were. not-allowed to return, ‘What WOuld be the basrs for the non-allowance of
roturn: of families of. crtrzens of thrs c1ty‘7 : : S ; :

ANSWER . : : : : :

I will have to be gurded by my own common sense Havmg Just shrpped 25,000 people out of
the ‘city because there is no ‘accommodation for most of. them and there are no :services yet

.- properly. connected, it scems. that people: coitld not just return:into the city area on a-free for
all basrs Ii: that ‘happened, .the whole obJect of, the exercise of .the last week would be lost.
That is the nearest that-T- can .get to answering the honourable member, . )

42 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS—

Would -he undertake to brrng to the notice of whatever authorlty now or 1n the future may be
“'responsible, ‘the concern felt by the departing "citizens of Darwin at the" alrport Their prime
concern was: “When we have a’place to stay, we will be allowed back, won’t we?” 1 ask him to -
bear that in mind and to bring it to-the notice of any authority necessary .

",ANSWFR Lo T S . . .
I will ‘bring the honourable members concern to: the attentron of the approprrate authonty

43 Mr WITHNALL to Mr TAMBLING——

Is he aware that 2 aldermen of the Darwin City Council have been refused permission to return
to perform any duties that they may have on that Council? Is he aware that the curator of the
‘Townsville ‘Gardens, who has experience with cyclone restoration, has offered to'come' here
and has been refused a permit by a' person named McHenry? Will he take some steps to.ensure
that aldermen of the city council are permitted back immediately, and that persons.who are
willing and able to render assistance in this emergency be permitted to return to this crty?

ANSWER . : :
1 .was: aware that one alderman had been refused a penmt to re-enter the, crty and I was aware
that the curator of the Townsville Parks and: Gardens had been refused a ‘permit. T have already
made representation with regard to the curator’s position ‘and T was. hoping that this would
have been corrected either late yesterday or “early today. I will certainly continue to press- for

entry perrmts for all of these. -people- as they are essential to the community.

44 Mr PERRON to Mr RYAN—

Will the damage done to the iron ore loadmg facrlrues m the port by Cyclone Tracy delay the
. exporting of iron ore from Darwm" ) .
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ANSWER
1 had a report from.the. Navy this morning that the iron ore wharf loading facmnes will be out
of action for a period.of 6 to 9 months, This will effectively close the Francls Creek mlmng
; -operation as far as I.can see ‘ . .

45 Mr TUNGUTALUM to. Mr POLLOCK—-—

“Is there any truth in’the ABC news teport: ldst evéning. that many Abongmal meimbers of the
community have left Darwin and are headmg south on foot”

ANSWER L .
I have asked official sources for a report on this matter but I have not received it to date From
mformanon I have been able to gather personally, speaking to.people. who have travelled ‘the
“road in recent days and over the period of the disaster, it appears that there is no unusual
movement of Aboriginal persons along the road on foot. In fact there are fewer than there are
: normally on the road, hxtchhlkmg or travelling by that means. From what I can gather, there

is no basis in this report at all.

46 Mr STEELE to Dr LETTS—

In view of the widely-held belief that the government administrative headquarters will shortly
~ be moved to Katherine, Alice Springs or some other centre down the track, will the MaJorlty
Leader provide the latest information ‘on government action proposed in this regard?:

ANSWER
I am advised that there is no intention of moving government adrmmstratxve headquarters from
Darwin but that there is now an opportunity to decentralise some functions of the Department
of ‘the Northern Territory; for example, the animal health section might move-to Alice Springs
and other: sections of the Agriculture Branch ¢ould move to. Katherine. Fisheries rmght move
to Nhulunbuy and Forestry could be relocated at Katherme

47 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS—

Does he know of any basis for the rumour at present circulating in Darwin that “they” are
gomg to bulldoze the northern suburbs and that “they” will see that no development takes place
.in the immediate future past the 23-mile? Is any decision likely to be taken by anybody"

ANSWER

I have been -associated with a number of meetmgs of co-ordlnatmg committees, 1 have spoken to
the Minister, I have spoken to the Secretary of the Départment on a number of occasions over
the last week, and .I have not heard of any basis .in fact for such a decision. The usual
informations I have got is that the treatment of a whole suburb or part of a suburb will be
deferred pending the establishment -of the Reconstruction -Commission and the seeking of
propér advice by that commission in how to approach the rebuilding of Darwin.

48 Mr KENTISH to Mr P’OLLOCK-——

In the evacuation and associated .aftermath of ‘the cyclone, what arrangements have been made
or are being made for the. Abongmal ‘members of the Darwin community?

ANSWER

T have asked the department for advxce on this matter but I have not recelved it to date. I am
able to say from reports coming to me fromindividuals that' Aboriginal members of the

" community, during the cyclone and. its aftetmath, were treated no differently from the general
run of the mill; everybody was treated equally, it didn’t matter what their background was at.
all, I made some inquiries in Alice Springs as to how Abongma] metnbers of the community
were being treated and I found they were being processed in the same way ‘as other evacuees.
Some are being sent south, if that is their choice. I they choose to return to a settlement or a
mission, they aré being  assisted to get there. 1 am advised that during the evacuatxon the
honourable meniber for 'Tiwi, himself ‘an -Aboriginal, assisted greatly with his people in  dis-
persing ‘them ‘and arranging, for their travel to the various top end missions;, settlements and
s;w forth of their choosing, I beheve that- they have been treated no dxﬂerently to anybody
else.

49 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING—
‘What provision is being'made for recreation facilities for the Darwin community?



QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE—Thutsday 2 January ‘1975

ANSWER

I am ‘informed that ~ number of voluntary orgamsatlons are already planning-{o continue thezr
-activities, 1 am gWware that the Brown's Mart ‘Community Arts Project is.arranging for theatrical
presentations and for a street theatre. The Arts Council of Australia will bring into Darwin
" groups suitable for the changed population and for the.school year requlrement The YMCA
and the YWCA will also run recreational centres. Other voluntary agencies are. active in the.
many small communities' and refugee centres. I.am sure ‘that €mphasis will :be placed -on. all
aspects of entertainment and morale as well as the sociological problems -to ensure that famxlx
lifestyles are supported and re-established as soon as possible.



QUESTIONS ‘WITHOUT NOTICE—Friday: 3 January 1975

50 Mr KENTISH to Mr EVERINGHAM—
Will the Australian Government make available at:an early date specral .allocations. of ﬁnanctal
support for the carrying on- of business and -commercial operataons, and: will - the Australian
Government be prepared to guarantee special bank finance: for. business and home rebuilding?

“ANSWER
The question of financial assistance for busmess and commercral operatrons and home re‘bmldmg
R S st:dl under consrderatron by the: authoritres

51 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LBTI'S— i
Following the reply he ‘gave in answer to a-question yesterday, will be undertake to make
early approaches to the Minister- to ‘ensure -that the services ‘of the First Assxstant Secretary,
" Mz Martyn Finger, are returned to this Assemb]y as soon as practicable? - ‘

ANSWER ) :

I will undertake to do as the honourable member for Nightcliff - has.: §uggested. - If -this
Assembly is to_continue its role: and to: continue with. the grawth of - political. development
in the Northern Territory, as the Minister assured me u rs, _then we are certzunly gomg to
need Mr Frnger at a.very early date. }

52 Mr STEELE to Mr EVERINGHAM— G

Have claim pmcedures for compensat;on arising frorn oﬂicral reqursmons or. acqursmon of any
real or’ personal property been, estabhshed by the Department of the Northern Territory?

ANSWER :

53 Mr DONDAS to Dr LETI‘S— :

What consideration i 1s berng given to special deterrmnatrons for, remuneratron for. pohce officers,
prison officers and’ fife brigade oﬂicers, who' were requrred to undertake extra duties dunng
. the cyclone emergency?

ANSWER-
«1.am informed that the Flrst Assrstant Secretary of the Attornevaeneral's Department ‘who
. is 2 ;member, . I. think, of the. Police Arbitral Tribunal, arrived jn Darwin yesterday and is
. meeting ‘with the Police Association today. Draft proposals will. be. available: for, consideration -
. by the Police Arbitral Tribunal 3s soon as it. can. convene, Similar consrderatxons -are: being
< given' to the: ofher Northern  Tertitory. public services -as the honourable member mentioned.
T am.advised that no Protracted» proceedmgs are, expected to.take. place and.a declsron will
be reached very’ qurckly el L . R T i

54 Mr PERRON to Mr TAMBLING—

What role would .the ‘Town Planning. Board play in- Darwin and other Nnrthern Territory ]
centres m the lrght of the formatron of the Darw:n 'Reconstructron Commrssron? o

ANSWER ‘ . i
I ami unable 10 grve 2 ‘full answer at: thrs tlme as I have had no pnor notace of the questrcn
1" will : endeavour: ‘to-.obtain-.an‘ answerlater this day. I should'imaging -that..very :strong
consideration. would be given to the normal operation. of the Town ‘Planning Boards outs'xde

the cyclone disaster area. ] ) . . ) B

55 Mr ROBERTSON toMr TAMBLING—

In light of the obvious demand which will now be-placed on the Department of Housmg and
Construction and the Housing Commission, is he able to ‘give an assurance that work in other
centres will contrnue and that new ‘contracts for further work will be let?

ANSWER ' :
1 am unable to give such an assurance: at this stage. However, 1 ask that the question be
placed on mnotice and 1 wrll endeavour to. get a suitable Teply.

56 Mr  STEELE to Miss ANDREW— _ ;
What employment opportunities: are available -if .employment is refused? Will people be asked
to leave if they do not accept reasonable employment?
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ANSWER .
_‘There is- an: excess of jobs anttcipated in the. foreseeable future Accordmg to the mformatlon ’
I -have, people “will: not be asked to leave if they do not accept reasonable employment but

they will not be entitled to unemployment benefits. . :

57 Mr ROBERTSON to Dr LETTS— .

1t is obvious that as a result of Cyclone Tracy. the Department of the Northern Temtory will

be heavily burdened administering Darwin, In light of this, is it planned fo delegate to senior

southern district public servants additional and sufficient - powers to ensure. the eﬂictent
administration of those areas?

 ANSWER :
I do not have the information to enable me to answer that questlon. If the ‘Honourable member
will give me the question, 1 will attempt to find out the answer during the day and advise him.

58 Mr VALE to Dr LETTS—

Is the oﬁer of leave as reported in the NT News | gomg to. apply to Darwin resxdents 1rrespectxve
of whether or not they are public servants? . .

ANSWER :
I have had no notice of this question and therefore I am not able to reply. now, If honourable
members have questions -of this nature, I ask that theéy lét me have them and I will send
them to & place where I can get the mformatlou and advise them later in the day

s

59 Mr STEELE to Miss ANDRBW—- ’ v
For what period will social servxce benefits be paid to able-bodied persons who wish to réemain
. in Darwin?
ANSWER
The -only. answer that 1 have been able to get on thiy sublect is that the policy on Social
~Service benefits is under consideration by the government at the moment.

594 ANSWER TO QUESTION

_ Dr LETTS: The honourable member for Port Darwin yesterday asked me the reason for the
restriction on entry to Darwin of people living in ‘nearby areas such as Batchelor, Adelaide
River, étc., on what basis in law -or otherwise this restriction applied and -what ‘was the legal
basis for the work-permit: system of restriction’ of entry applying to " people coming from
further -afield or interstate, - The information ‘that I ‘have received is that there .are no
restrictions at present on bona fide residents who need to make continued éntry to Darwin.
The previous restriction was based on a move. to control the number of peoplé entering. the
devastated areas before they were made safe. Authorisations to return are required to control

-~ the buildup of numbers and avaitable accommodation, and to restrict entry of those people

. with'no valid reason to be in the area, Ly

- 598 ANSWBR TO QUESTION :
Dr LETTS: The honourable member for nghtchﬁ asked me what form of temporary asaistance
in housing accommodation will be provided for -families wxshmg to return to Darwin pending
permanent rebuilding, The information 1 have received is in very general terms, that every
endeavont will "be *made to provide accommodation ‘for. those. persons - returning to' Darwin.
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