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5.3

Mr GUNNER: Can the Minister please explain why the Territory
suffered a 3.1% decline in new motor vehicle sales on the year on
year basis.

In the year to April 2015, new motor vehicle sales decreased by 3.1% to
10,972 sales (original data).

It should be noted the more stable calculation of percentage change is year-on-year
percentage change using trend data. This calculation takes into account 24 months
of data and reduces data volatility, particularly for small jurisdictions like the Northern
Territory.

Using this method of trend year-on-year percentage change, new motor vehicle sales
decreased by 2.1% to 1 1 026. Nationally trend year-on-year new motor vehicle sales
decreased by 0.5% in the year to April 2015.

Following the announcement by INPEX to construct an LNG plant at Bladin Point,
trend new motor vehicle sales experienced double digit year-on-year growth during
the second half of 2012 and first four months of 2013. Sustained growth in sales into
2013-14 resulted in a high base level of sales from which the April 2015 year-on-year
figure was derived.
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