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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY 

15th Assembly 

Public Accounts Committee 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

Meeting No. 9 

12.00 pm, Wednesday 14 May 2025 
Litchfield room 

Present: 

Secretariat: 

Mr Clinton Howe MLA, Chair, Member for Drysdale 
Mrs Laurie Zio MLA, Deputy Chair, Member for Fannie Bay 
Mr Manuel Brown MLA, Member for Arafura 
Justine Davis MLA, Member for Johnston 
Mr Brian O'Gallagher, Member for Karama 

Ms Julia Knight, Committee Secretary 
Dr Caroline Williams, Executive Director Parliamentary Support 
Ms Katie Helme, Committee Secretary 
Ms Georgia Eagleton, Senior Research Officer 
Mr Gaelan I kin, Administration/Research Officer 

1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Justine Davis moved and Mrs Zio seconded that:

The Minutes of Meeting No. 8 of 26 March 2025 be confirmed. 

Question put and passed. 

2. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES

The Committee Secretary noted Gabrielle Brown has advised that she has no issues with the
Committee referring to and quoting from the transcript of the private briefing on Costs Associated
with the 2023 Flood Evacuation to the Howard Springs Accommodation Village for the purposes of
report drafting.

3. CORRESPONDENCE

Noted.

4. INQUIRY REFERRAL - ACACIA DIGITAL PATIENT RECORD SYSTEM

Mr Howe moved and Mr O'Gallagher seconded that:

1. The Committee authorise publication of submissions received, with the exception of
submission nos. 2 and 5, redacting personal information in all submissions such as
signatures, personal addresses and phone numbers prior to publication.

2. Pursuant to Standing Order 194(3)(b) the Committee authorise copies of submissions
to be forwarded to the Member for Blain, Mr Matthew Kerle MLA, and that he be invited
to participate in public hearings on this matter given his technical expertise.

Questions put and passed. 

It was further agreed that Members determine preferred date in early July for public hearings on the 
Acacia Digital Patient Record System for consideration at the next meeting. 

5. ACTION ON STRATEGIC REVIEW OF NT AUDITOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE

Justine Davis moved and Mr Howe seconded that:
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY 
15th Assembly 

Public Accounts Committee 
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

Meeting No. 21 
1.30 pm, Tuesday 28 October 2025 

Litchfield Room 

Present: Mr Clinton Howe MLA, Chair, Member for Drysdale 
Mr Manuel Brown MLA, Member for Arafura 
Justine Davis MLA, Member for Johnston 
Mrs Laurie Zio MLA, Deputy Chair, Member for Fannie Bay 

Apologies: Mr Brian O’Gallagher, Member for Karama 

Secretariat: Ms Julia Knight, Committee Secretary 
Mr Will Dreyer, Senior Research Officer 

 

1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
Justine Davis moved and Mrs Zio seconded that: 

The Minutes of Meeting No. 20 of 15 October 2025 be confirmed 
Question put and passed. 

2. CONSIDERATION OF CHAIR’S DRAFT REPORT:  INQUIRY INTO THE INDIGENOUS 
EMPLOYMENT PROVISIONAL SUM 
Justine Davis moved and Mr Brown seconded that: 

Recommendation 2 be amended to read: The Committee recommends that the 
Government, specifically the Contractor Compliance Unit, strengthen its internal systems 
to support Aboriginal Territorians to have greater participation in the Northern Territory’s 
workforce and procurement outcomes. 

Question put and passed. 
Mrs Zio moved and Justine Davis seconded that: 

The Committee adopt the Chair’s draft report: Inquiry into the Indigenous Employment 
Provisional Sum, as amended, to be tabled out of session with Speaker on Thursday 30 
October 2025 pursuant to Standing Order 200(4), for subsequent tabling in the Assembly 
on Tuesday 25 November 2025. 

Question put and passed. 

3. CONSIDERATION OF CHAIR’S DRAFT REPORT:  DARWIN SHIP LIFT PROJECT 
Justine Davis moved and Mrs Zio seconded that: 

Recommendation 1 be amended to read: The Committee recommends that, following 
consideration of the evidence received and contractual obligations, the Government 
continues with and completes construction of the Darwin Ship Lift and Marine Industries 
Complex. 

Question put and passed. 
Mrs Zio moved and Mr Brown seconded that: 
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Recommendation 4 be amended to read: that the Government coordinates the 
implementation of initiatives to address workforce skills shortages that may impact on the 
capacity of the Ship Lift facility to meet anticipated service demands. 

Question put and passed. 
Mrs Zio moved and Mr Brown seconded that: 

The Committee adopt the Chair’s draft report: Inquiry into the Darwin Ship Lift Project, as 
amended, to be tabled out of session with Speaker on Thursday 30 October 2025 pursuant 
to Standing Order 200(4), for subsequent tabling in the Assembly on Tuesday 25 November 
2025. 

Question put and passed. 

4. INQUIRY REFERRAL: ACACIA DIGITAL PATIENT RECORD SYSTEM 
It was agreed that the Committee Secretary would provide a briefing note regarding options for 
progressing the inquiry for consideration at the Committee’s next meeting scheduled for 26 
November 2025. 

5. CONSIDERATION OF PETITION NO 18 
Mr Howe moved and Mrs Zio seconded that: 

The Committee not refer Petition No. 18 for debate given that the Anti-Discrimination 
Amendment Bill 2025 has been passed into law. 

Question put and passed. 

6. NEXT MEETING 
12.00 pm Wednesday 26 November 2025 
Meeting closed at 2.24 pm. 
 

 
Mr Clinton Howe, MLA 
Chair 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY 
15th Assembly 

Public Accounts Committee 
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

Meeting No. 26 
12.00 pm, Wednesday 11 March 2026 

Litchfield Room 
Present: Mr Clinton Howe MLA, Chair, Member for Drysdale 

Mr Manuel Brown MLA, Member for Arafura 
Justine Davis MLA, Member for Johnston 
Mr Brian O’Gallagher MLA, Member for Karama 
Mrs Laurie Zio MLA, Deputy Chair, Member for Fannie Bay 

Secretariat: Candice Maclean, Executive Director Parliamentary Support 
Julia Knight, Committee Secretary 
Dr Will Dreyer, Senior Research Officer 

1. BRIEFING FROM THE AUDITOR-GENERAL
The Auditor-General, Mr Jara Dean, briefed the Committee on the following:

• Report Nos. 4, 5, and 6 of 2025 tabled in the November sittings
• ACAG report, Independence of the Australasian Auditors General Report 2025
• Auditor-General’s work plan for the year ahead.
The Auditor-General withdrew from the meeting.

2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
Justine Davis moved and Mr O’Gallagher seconded that:

The minutes of meeting No. 24 of 17 February 2026 and meeting No. 25 of 3 March 2026 
be confirmed. 

Question put and passed. 

3. CORRESPONDENCE
Noted.

4. INQUIRY REFERRAL: ACACIA DIGITAL PATIENT RECORD SYSTEM
Mr Howe moved and Mr O’Gallagher seconded that:

The Committee authorise publication of supplementary submission No. 16 from Mr Rod 
McDonald redacting personal information such as signature, email address and phone 
number prior to publication. 

Question put and passed. 
Mr Howe moved and Justine Davis seconded that: 

The Committee accept the additional information provided by  following 
appearance before the Committee at its private hearing of 3 March 2026. 

Question put and passed. 
Mr Howe moved and Mr Brown seconded that: 

The Committee not accept any further submissions to its inquiry into the Acacia Digital 
Patient Record System. 
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Question put and passed. 
Mr Howe moved and Justine Davis seconded that: 

The Committee redact  name from the public hearing transcript of 3 March 
2026 prior to its publication on the Committee’s website, and provide  with a Right 
of Reply and invite  to appear before the Committee at a private hearing at 12.00 pm on 
Wednesday 18 March 2026. 

Question put and passed. 
Mr Howe moved and Mrs Zio seconded that: 

The Committee forward the proposed questions to the Chief Executive Officers for the 
Department of Health and the Department of Corporate and Digital Development for a 
written response to be received by Monday 13 April 2026. 

Question put and passed. 
The Chair further requested that members provide any additional questions to the Committee 
Secretary by close of business Friday 13 March. 

5. NEXT MEETING 
Deliberative Meeting: 12.00 pm Wednesday 18 March 2026 
Meeting closed at 1.10 pm. 
 

 
Mr Clinton Howe, MLA 
Chair 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY 
15th Assembly 

Public Accounts Committee 
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

Meeting No. 31 
12.00 pm, Wednesday 22 July 2026  

Litchfield Room 
Present: Mr Clinton Howe MLA, Chair, Member for Drysdale 

Justine Davis MLA, Member for Johnston 
Mr Brian O’Gallagher MLA, Member for Karama  
Mr Ed Smelt MLA, Member for Nightcliff 

Apologies:  Mrs Laurie Zio MLA, Deputy Chair, Member for Fannie Bay 
Secretariat: Julia Knight, Committee Secretary 

Dr Will Dreyer, Senior Research Officer 
Caelan Ikin, Administration/Research Officer 
Candice Mclean, Executive Director Parliamentary Support 

 

1. BRIEFING FROM THE AUDITOR-GENERAL 
The Auditor-General briefed the Committee on his Report No. 1: 2026 -27, Results of Financial 
Audits 30 June and 31 December 2025. 

2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
Justine Davis moved and Mr O’Gallagher seconded that: 

The Minutes of Meeting No. 30 of 27 May 2026 be confirmed. 
 Question put and passed. 

3. CORRESPONDENCE 
Mr Howe moved and Justine Davis seconded that: 

The Committee authorise publication of the additional information provided by the Departments 
of Health and Corporate and Digital Development and the Australian Medical Association NT 
regarding the Acacia Digital Patient Record System. 

Question put and passed. 

4. INQUIRY REFERRAL: ACACIA DIGITAL PATIENT RECORD SYSTEM 
The Committee considered proposed recommendations and provided further direction to the 
Secretariat regarding report drafting. 

5. PETITIONS 
Justine Davis moved and Mr Smelt seconded that: 

The Committee write to the Clerk to recommend that Petition No. 23 regarding replacement of 
the Katherine Hospital with a new facility outside of the Katherine flood zone during the be 
debated during the August meetings of the Assembly . 

Question put and passed. 

6. OTHER BUSINESS 
Mr Howe moved and Justine Davis seconded that: 

The Committee write to the Charles Darwin University and request advice as to the number of 
international students currently enrolled at the university broken down by the number studying 
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at campuses in the Northern Territory, the Sydney campus, and those undertaking studies on 
line. 

Question put and passed. 

7. NEXT MEETING 
Deliberative Meeting: 1.00 pm, Monday 17 August 2026. 
Meeting closed at 1.33 pm. 

 
Mr Clinton Howe, MLA 
Chair 



 

1 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY 
15th Assembly 

Public Accounts Committee 
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

Meeting No. 32 
1.00 pm, Thursday 20 August 2026  

Litchfield Room 
Present: Mr Clinton Howe MLA, Chair, Member for Drysdale 

Mrs Laurie Zio MLA, Deputy Chair, Member for Fannie Bay 
Justine Davis MLA, Member for Johnston 
Mr Brian O’Gallagher MLA, Member for Karama  
Mr Ed Smelt MLA, Member for Nightcliff 

Secretariat: Julia Knight, Committee Secretary 
Dr Will Dreyer, Senior Research Officer 
Katie Helme, Committee Secretary 
Candice Mclean, Executive Director Parliamentary Support 

 

1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
Mr O’Gallagher moved and Mr Smelt seconded that: 

The Minutes of Meeting No. 31 of 22 July 2026 be confirmed. 
 Question put and passed. 
2. CORRESPONDENCE 

Noted 
3. INQUIRY REFERRAL: ACACIA DIGITAL PATIENT RECORD SYSTEM 

Mr Howe moved and Mr O’Gallagher seconded that: 
The Committee adopt the Chair’s draft report Inquiry into the Acacia Digital Patient Record 
System as amended for tabling in the Assembly during the August sittings. 

Question put and passed. 
4. PETITIONS 

Mr Smelt moved and Mr O’Gallagher seconded that: 
1. The Committee write to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Community 

Development regarding Petition No. 24 and request a response to the matters raised in 
the petition. 

2. The Committee write to the Clerk to recommend that the Assembly debate Petition No. 
25 regarding the deterioration of public housing in the Northern Territory. 

Question put and passed. 
5. NEXT MEETING 

Deliberative Meeting: 12.00 pm, Wednesday 26 August 2026. 
Meeting closed at 1.50 pm. 

 
Mr Clinton Howe, MLA 
Chair 




