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To: Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries 

Dear Minister,

On behalf of Ark Aid Inc., we commend the Northern Territory Government for its
continued commitment to strengthening animal welfare through the Animal Protection and
Related Legislation Amendment Bill 2025. We appreciate the reforms proposed and
welcome the opportunity to provide feedback on several key areas where the Bill could be
further enhanced to reflect contemporary animal welfare science and community
expectations.

We respectfully submit the following recommendations for consideration:

1. Minimum Care Obligations – Enrichment and Social Needs

We recommend the inclusion of a clause requiring species-appropriate enrichment and
social interaction for animals such as dogs, parrots, and pigs. These elements are essential
to mental and emotional well-being and are widely recognized in modern welfare
standards.

2. Mandatory Reporting of Abuse

To improve early intervention and accountability, we propose a mandatory reporting
requirement for veterinarians, animal carers, and shelter staff. This should be accompanied
by legal protections for whistleblowers to ensure safe and responsible reporting of
suspected abuse or neglect.

3. Clearer Standards for Rodeos and Campdrafts

While we acknowledge the cultural significance of these events, we urge the inclusion of
minimum welfare standards for participating animals. These should include:

· Mandatory rest periods

· On-site veterinary oversight

· Prohibition of excessive force or harmful equipment

4. Clarify Confinement Standards (Section 23D)

The current clause references age, size, and condition but lacks measurable criteria. We
recommend:

· Defining minimum space requirements






