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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY

WRITTEN QUESTION

Ms J Carney to  Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services

Humpty Doo Police and Fire Station

The Humpty Doo Police and Fire Station is intended to provide services for
Darwin’s growing rural population but key facilities have not been included.
For example, there is only one holding cell which means that only one
male can be held at a time with no facilities to hold female offenders.
Similarly, there are no toilet facilities available meaning prisoners must be
taken out of the cell to access these facilities to the toilet block.

The holding cell does not have Closed Circuit TV (CCTV) monitoring which
is a requirement under the Aboriginal Deaths in Custody recommendations
and with the Palmerston cells also not compliant, it means that indigenous
prisoners and excess prisoners at the Humpty Doo Station have to be
driven to Police Headquarters in Mitchell Street in the city.

The Berrimah cells are not available as they are currently being used to
store archives and records. This will mean that the whole process will take
Police off-line for up to four hours while they are taking prisoners to the
Mitchell Street holding cells. If there is more than one prisoner that needs
to be transferred, it effectively takes out one officer from active duty for a
whole shift.

1. What was the reason behind failing to plan for simple things like
holding cells, CCTV and toilets. Is this really the station police wanted
or is this a result of police not having sufficient funds to do the job

properly.

2. How many police have been allocated to the facility and what hours
do they operate from.
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