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MR GARRTHANDHAN: ... s

We have our Yolgnu leader here, the onewho looks after our laws, and it's also good to see our local staff herewith
ustoday. Thismeeting is not going to be very long because the committee haveto leave at 3 o'clock, so let's not
waste their time. Let's give them the opportunity to come back another time to give us moreinformation. They will
only given usarough idea today, so we need to be ready when they come back next time. Today they will tell usa
few stories, why they have come here and why we have gathered heretoday. | will now ask the Chairman of the
Committee to speak.

Mr HATTON: My name is Steve Hatton. | am the chairman of this committee of the Northern Territory parliament. It is
not a government committee; it is from the whole of the parliament. If you look at the back of this book, you will see the
photos of all the members of the committee. There are 6 members on this committee. It isnot like alot of things you seein
the government where you are always hearing about the Labor Party fighting with the CLP and the CLP fighting with the
Labor Party. On this job, the Labor Party and the Country Liberal Party people are working together. That iswhy this
committee has 3 members from the Country Liberal Party and 3 from the Labor Party, including Wesley Lanhupuy. Heis
amember of our committee and we are working together on thisjob.
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Our job isto write aspecial law for the Northern Territory people. It isalaw called a constitution. This has never been
done before in the Northern Territory. Thislaw isa specia law that is made by the people and it becomes a strong law, a
law that sits over the top of the government. It becomes like the boss of the government.

We have been talking in alot of places and people say that the white man's law is always changing. One mob isin
government and the law is going that way and another government comesin and it changes it all another way. It keeps
chopping and changing, backwards and forwards al the time. Aboriginal people, in particular, keep asking why thereisall
this chopping and changing. Aboriginal law is aways the same, it is always going the same way, it does not change. They
cannot understand why the white man's law keeps changing all the time and why they cannot work out what they want to
do and go the same way all the time.

This law is the white man's way of doing things. We make this law from the people. When that law is made, it stays there
and the government cannot touch it. It says how people are going to live together, how they go about making the
parliament, making the government, making the courts and making all those things work the way the people want them to
work. The people say to the government: "Y ou go down that way'. When they put that law there, the government has to
walk along the same way as that law and that law becomes the boss over the top of the government. That is the way the
people have the power and say how they want this Northern Territory to go.

All around Australia, the governments in Canberra, Queensland, Western Australia, South Australia, New South Wales,
Victoriaand Tasmania have a constitution over the top of them. Those constitutions tell those governments what they can
do and what they cannot do. They have to work inside that law and the government cannot change that law. Only the
people can change that law. Do you remember that, last year, you were asked to vote to change the constitution. They
asked you to say yes or no to 4 questions about the Australian Constitution. The federal government had to go and ask the
people. The people looked at it and said no and therefore the government could not do it. It was put aside. The constitution
remains the same as it was and that is because the people are the only ones who can change anything about this law.

In the Northern Territory, we do not have alaw like that. Because of that, the federal government can do whatever it likes
because there is no constitution over the top of it telling it what it is allowed to do in the Northern Territory. That is
because the Northern Territory people have never written that law. We are coming around to tell all the people of the
Northern Territory that we all have to start thinking about what sort of things we think should go into this law. | am not
going to ask you today what you want because this job will take us along time.

Wesley, myself and the other members of the committee have been going all over the Northern Territory. We have been
down to Kintore, Docker, Finke, the VRD, Borroloola and we are now travelling around Arnhem Land. We will be going
to Darwin, Alice Springs, Katherine, Tennant and all over the Territory. We will be visiting 60 different communities,
saying the same thing to them all. We are asking people to start thinking about the sorts of things that they think should go
into this law, to start talking among themselves and getting their ideas together. If you want to know more about it, we will
come back and talk about things that you want to talk about so that you can understand more and learn more about it.

When you get your ideas together, we will come back later this year or early next year and you can tell us what you think
should go in that law. We will be going back around the Territory asking al the people what they think should go in that
law. After we have got all their ideas together, we will have to sit down and try to write up what we think the people are
saying should go into this constitution. However, we are not going to do all the job. We are just going to get some idea of
what people are saying to us. Thislaw has to be written by the people, not by the politicians or the government. It has to be
written by you and the other people around the Territory.

After we have got the ideas of all the people, we will try to put together a big committee of representatives of all the
peoplein the Territory, people who can speak on behalf of their communities, people whom you can trust to represent you
properly. Those people will come together at a special meeting called a constitutional convention. They will have alook at
what we have been doing and see whether we got it right. They will go through it and say: 'We like this. We do not like
that'. They will argue about it. There will be people from Alice Springs arguing with people from Darwin and people from
Gapuwiyak arguing with people from Darwin and so on. They will talk about it and argue out all the differences. Y ou must
make sure that what is important for you and your community goesin that law. Bit by bit, if all the people around the
Territory talk and talk, we will be ableto get alaw that we al think is good, that will give us the sort of Northern Territory
that we want and that perhaps can stop all the fighting that has been going on around the place and we can live together
properly as equals.
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After those representatives of the people have argued it through and have come up with what they think is a good law, it
has to go to the people to vote yes or no. There are 3 stages. We do some work and then the convention has alook at it and
perhaps changesit. Then, it has to be put to a referendum of the people. If the people think it is good, they will vote yes. If
they think that it is not quite right, they will vote no and we will have to go back and start again. We will have to keep
working until we get it right. When we get it right and the people say yes, then it will become the law of the people. That
law will then stay there and everyone will have to work within that law. It cannot be changed and it will mean that the
Northern Territory will have to go down the way that the law points.

You put in that law all those things that are really important such as how you want to set up the government and the
parliament and how you want to go about electing them. Y ou also put in there things that are so important to you that you
do not want the government to be able to touch them at all. Y ou lock those rightsin that law and the government cannot
touch them. It might be your right to vote so that the government cannot take away your right to vote. That is so important.
It might be your right to have your own religion or your own culture. It might be something to protect Aboriginal land
rights. It might be something to guarantee protection of sacred sites. It might be freedom of speech or freedom to meet like
this, freedom of assembly. It is those things that are so important that you think that no government, whoever it might be,
should be allowed to touch them. That is what a constitution is. It is the peopl€e's law.

It will bealong, hard job. There will be alot of arguments about what should be there and what should not be there. A lot
of people are going to argue about it. But, we as a Northern Territory community must take on our real responsibility of
working towards making this a good place for our grandchildren, for our grandchildren's grandchildren and for peoplein
100 years time. We must start working on this law to determine how we want our Northern Territory to be in the future. It
isour duty. If you say that it istoo hard, that you do not want to know about it, you will leave a mess for the future and
someone else will have to fix it up. They will look back and say: "Why didn't they do thisfor us? Why didn't they take on
their responsibilities and try to work out the rules on how people are going to live together in this place? That isthe job we
have got to do.

Asl said, | am not here to ask you what you think should go in there. I am here to say that you must work to have your say
in thislaw. Do not let someone else do it for you. Y ou must ensure that your rights are looked after. We want you to read
the material that we will leave with you, think about it, talk about it among yourselves and get your ideas together so that
you can have your say in making this law. If we can make it a good law together, we might be able to make the Northern
Territory agood place for the future and for future generations. That is what we are here to say. Please start working on
this one.

Wesley, would you like to say something?
MELANHUPUY & oottt sttt s nne e

Thisman (Steve Hatton) has asked meto stand up and talk, even though 1'd prefer to sit down and talk to you mob.
I'm going totalk in Yolgnu language now so try and keep track with this bloke.

Thank you Chairman and thank you community for coming along. It'svery good to see you all. Our Chairman of
this Committee has already told you half of the story. Thiscommitteeis called the Constitutional Development
Committee, and it has been formed to look into the laws of the Northern Territory for all Yolgnu and Balanda
people. We'renot only looking at the Yolgnu side of law but also the Balanda law. From these two we will try and
put together a constitution. A constitution is something which we will put our lawsin so they can become
permanent in the Northern Territory, for all Yolgnu and Balanda people. At the moment what we aredoing is
going to different places and talking about this draft paper and giving peopleideason this paper. Then you then do
thethinking. Look at this paper and talk about it, discuss it amongst your selves, all Yolgnu people, and shar e your
views with your Balanda friends and your children because later on when we have to vote for thislaw (paper) it will
affect our children and our children'schildren in the future. That'swhy this committee isgoing around visiting
over sixty Yolgnu communities throughout the Northern Territory. Our story isthat you need to think about this
paper and how you want to live by thislaw herein Northern Territory. The other Statesin Australia already have
their own Constitution. For us Y olgnu peoplethe constitution isour land rights. Now we are asking for a
constitution, for all Yolgnu, Balanda, Chinese and Greekswhoever isliving - livingin the Northern Territory - so
we can have a constitution for everybody and Darwin will look after it. Thislaw will tell ushow our children shall
be educated and how many politicians we will elect for the Northern Territory Parliament. It will tell us how the
police will make lawsfor usor how the Law Courtswill run. Thisiswhat this constitution paper isfor.
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Also in this same paper we will haverights. Yolgnu rights such freedom for peace, freedom of rights and freedom of
religion. Do we want all of these lawsto be put into this paper? If we want to protect our sacred sites and our
customs then we need to put them all into this paper so we parliamentarians cannot touch them. This paper will be
above politicians.

Only you mob, Balanda and Yolgnu in the Northern Territory, will be ableto voteto changeit. The power will be
taken away from parliamentarians and you Yolgnu people will have the power - people's power in this constitution.
The people working in the parliament will only have the power in the Parliament. We will only be ableto change
legislation such as charging you extra on cigar ettes and fuel, changing your education system or stopping you from
having RATE programs, etc. These are the only things we will be ableto play around with. We have to keep our
eyes open, and keep the freedom we have that concern our customs and all of the other rightsthat Yolgnu people
have.

If you feel like you have the freedom to have these things then put them all into this constitution paper. Thisisvery
important for usYolgnu people, because we ar e learning mor e and mor e about Balanda laws through their work
system. If we want to know more about their laws, let's start learning to play their gameswith them.

The other thing about this paper isthat if we areto protect our rightsthen we have to work through this paper.
Thisman Steve has already said, "We don't want your answersnow, or next week or next month". If you ask me or
thisbloke hereor our lawyer over thereto come back to you another time we will do so. We will come back and
explain to you more clearly so that you under stand mor e and then you can tell usyour views, your thinking. We're
not pushing you. Thisiswhat we're saying, " Here' sthe paper, look at it and discussit amongst your selvesthen let
usknow". It'simportant for usYolgnu peopleto understand when we feel discontent and say, " When are we going
to belikethe Balanda and have the samerights?' Sometimeswe do feel that way and say these things. This paper
will surely help usto have knowledge like the Balanda through jobs and other areas.

If you have any questionsto ask, ask us, and if you want usto come back we'll come again next time. We're not
forcing you. Thisisthefirst part of our program - going out and discussing the ideas on this paper with the
Territory community the next step iswhen we call all of the representatives from every town and community,
interest groupsthroughout the Northern Territory, to attend a big conference, perhapsin Darwin. We will then
haveto look at all of these suggestions on laws very car efully. We might say, " Thislaw looks alright for Yolgnu and
Balandato havein the Northern Territory." Then after this Constitutional Convention comes what we call a
referendum. A referendum iswhen you get to vote for thispaper. It iswhen we get the opportunity to vote and
agree or disagreeto havethis constitutional paper. If we all agreethen we will have a constitution.

Parliamentarianswon't be able to play with it or changeit behind your backs. There'sno way we can do that. If we
don't agree on this paper in the referendum then we have to return thisdraft paper to all of the communities and
start the same process all over again, advising both Balanda and Y olgnu people. Thisisthefirst step going around
to places meeting people and telling them stories about this paper. We want you all to have a good look at this
paper and discussit amongst your selves. Ther e are some pamphlets here on this booklet for you to look at.

These green pamphlets will give you mor e explanations. They have more information in them. If you want to get
these paper s please do so. We will always be available to come back to you anytime if your community allows us. |
just haveto say again, "Weare not pushing you". It'sup to you mob to think about this, and whenever you're
ready let usknow and we'll come back and talk again.

MI LANHUPUY C e

If you want usto come back, ring usand let usknow. Our telephone number isat the back of the booklet that we
have been giving out to you. This committee welcomes per sonal submissions, group submissions and community
submissions. And if you have any rightsor queriesthat concern you, writeto usand tell usabout them. Writeto us
if you have questionsto ask or are unsure about how you will ask the questions. Thisisfor usYolgnu people. This
man here asked me a question. He asked, " Where will our law stand? Who will look after it?"

Canberra already have a constitution, the Federal Constitution. Queensland have a State Constitution, so does
Western Australia, New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania. All of these States have their own
Congtitution but usNorthern Territoriansdon't have one and that's why we ar e going around asking for your
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views and finding out how you feel about having a constitution for the Northern Territory.

Mr GARRTHANDHAN: (Dhalwangu 1anguage) .........ccccevveveeneeneeieeseeseeee e
Y es, one mor e question. Isthislaw for both Balanda and Y olgnu?

Mr LANHUPUY : Who is the law for?

Mr HATTON: For everyone.

Mr LANHUPUY : Anyone?

Mr HATTON: For everyone, Y olgnu, Balanda, Chinese, the lot. All the people of the Northern Territory. That iswhy
everybody has got to be a part of writing this.

Mr GARRTHANDHAN: (Dhalwangu 1anguage) ..........cccceeeveeveveenieeie e
| have one morething to say.
Mr BANGGANA: (Dhalwangu 1anguagE) .........cccccvevereeieeiieeeeseecieseesreesne e e

One more question. When you talked about the gover nment departments, are they involved in this constitution?
(can't hear) Will wefind it easy to put these gover nment departmentsinto this constitution?

MI LANHUPUY : oo

Do you mean the services?

Mr BANGGANA: (Dhalwangu language) ..........ccccceeveeiiieeiie e

Y es, any gover nment departments or local governmentslike DAA, ADC or Lands and Housing.
MI LANHUPUY © e
Wewill talk about that later (can't hear). Ask that question again, later.

Mr BANGGANA: (Dhalwanggu language) .........ccceeveeveeiieecie e
We sometimesfind it hard with those departments.

MI LANHUPUY & ettt
Talk a bit louder so thisman can hear.

Mr BANNGANA: (Dhawanggu language) .........cccceeveeiieiieeiie e

Please inter pret my speech to these Balanda people. What ar e we going to do with these people and departments?
Likewhen you said, " You've got your freedom and rightsto stay in your community. You have the freedom to
talk". You said these things but how are we going to put all of these issuesinto one law? Because a lot of us Yolgnu
people do talk freely, with our own will. We also think that we have our rightsfor our freedom. But most of the
timewefind it impossible when they (the gover nment departments) say, " No, you leavethis, thisand thisand do it
thisway." Will we be able to put those kinds of laws into this constitution so we have control over what those
departments say?

MI LANHUPUY & e

That will come later after the constitution. (can't hear) Those departmentswill still have those responsibilities. We
arealready running our own education, public services, police, laws, and parliamentary system. If you feel
dissatisfied about these departments go and see them straight away. At the moment what we're doing isadvising all
Y olgnu people about thislaw, the constitution. Under stand?
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Mr BANGGANA: ..o

Yes.

That will come later after the State does something about it, then we will work on this.
Mr HATTON: Thisisreally the absolute basic law that says how you can elect the parliament.
Mr GARRTHANDHAN: ..ot e e

How many laws ar e we to make, and who and how many of us Y olgnu people will go to this meeting? Just the main
people?

MILANHUPUY e

When thisturnsout to be a constitution then we parliamentarianswon't be able to changeit. It will be there until
the Territory population decidesto changeit. Only the Territory population can say, " We need to changethe
congtitution”, then we will haveto vote for those changes. This power will be Yolgnu people's power for all
Territory people. Then we won't have your power, because you are one'swho elect us.

UnKNOWN: .......cccevreeenne

One more question?

MI LANHUPUY . oo

Have your say quickly. Give your ideasto thisman (Steve Hatton).

Mr BANNGANA: (Dhalwangu language) .........cccccceveevieeieeieeniennns

| will haveto talk to you because you can understand my language.

Mr LANHUPUY . ..o

I'm listening.

Mr GARRTHANDHAN: (Dhalwangu 1anguage) .........cccocevveveieeneeiieseeseenns

What about our law, Yolgnu laws. Arewe going to put all of them into this constitution? Some Y olgnu laws, will be
straight forward, somewon't be so under standable.

MI LANHUPUY & e

If you feel you want your rightsthen think about them and put them into this constitution. Write them in. If you
feel your rights have been threatened, write them down and put them into the constitution just like everyone else
who wantsto sharetheir viewswith us.

UNKNOWN: ....coovveieeeieee e
Yesthat'sit.
Mr MANY DJARRI: (Marrangu |anguage) ..........ccceereerererenierieneeeseeeesee e

I've been listening to his (Lanhupuy's) advice, listening very car efully to each word he's been saying, and what he's
sayingishow it should be. We should always have one Y olgnu law, but the gover nment ar e always coming and
trying to change our laws. Y ou gover nment people shouldn't bein such a desperate hurry. You must be patient
until you hear from us Yolgnu land owners. If we say no then we mean no for sure. If we say yesthen that's okay.
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That'swhy we have our law. The government people'slawsaretrying to put usall into one law, to share one law
both Balanda and Y olgnu. We Yolgnu and Balanda in the Northern Territory arelooking at what you really mean

- what these words that you speak really mean. To methis paper islike a picture, (showingit to theladiesin the
community). Look at this paper, this paper will tell you to change our laws and to have new laws. Thisiswhy we
have gathered heretoday. They have come hereto show us, to give usideason this, but it'sour Yolgnu decision. We
must look at thislaw first from the base of our own laws and see how we ar e going to put them together, see
whether they'll stay together or come apart.

MI LANHUPUY © e s

Toothers| haveto say that some peoplewon't like this, some Balanda might say no to this constitution. Others
might say yeswe want it. We've still got a lot of arguing to do. People might get jealous of one another and try to
reect othersfor not wanting this constitution. Let'sall talk about it. How are we going to develop the Northern
Territory for our children and our children’'schildren? Let's start talking about what we think of the Northern
Territory and itslifestyle. Let's put it the way we want it to be. Otherwise our dissatisfaction will continueto occur.

Unknown: ................
There'salot more.
I L AN HUPU Y ettt ettt e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e s e eeeeeeeeeeeeaaeneeees

There'slotsmoretoit. For example, this man feels dissatisfied with ADC, DAA, the local government and all of
those departments. We are all looking into thisbig law that will bring all of the other laws into one big law which
will be called a constitution. That'swhat we're all doing now.

Mr WIRRKUWUY : (Djapu |anguagE) ........ccceevereereeieiiesieeree e sieesee e

There have been three different languages spoken heretoday and yet we still really don't under stand each others
meanings. They have given usthis paper to have alook at. Think back to how many meetings we have had.
Remember we Y olgnu people used to sit and argue about laws, chasing up different ideas. Now thisiswhat we have
been talking about. Now isthe time when it isall happening, we're getting all of the papersfrom these Balanda
people sitting here. They shouldn't haveto write up our laws, we should do it ourselves and then ask the Balanda
peopleto come and look at them. Then after they've gone we will make our decisions. Then we will ask them to
come back. When they come their story must be straight and they will have to leave our ways asthey are. So when
they get those laws from usthey will put them into one law, and it will be well above all other laws, and they won't
touch them anymore or they won't try and change them any more. This paper, the constitution, will be oursfor the
Y olgnu people because we will make the decisionsfor it whether we say yes or no. The lawsthat we put down in
that big meeting (the Constitutional Convention) will be for our children and our children'schildren. Thisisthe
paper they will have and then later there will be no need for usto argue again or dig into each other'slaws.

MIELANHUPUY . et

In the big meeting, the big conference.

Mr WIRRIKUWUY : (Djapu [aNQUAgE) ........cccceereeieerienieniesiesiesieeeeee e

It'sjust smpleand plain. All we haveto doistalk about it, make our agreementsand ask for this paper.
Mr LANHUPUY : ...

At the moment we're only doing basic thingslike discussing ...

UnKNOWN: ..o

Everything'sjust fine.

Unknown: ......
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So we will recognise and under stand each other.

MI LANHUPUY . s

You Lake Evella community must think who you want as your representative to go to this Convention. Think about
whoisagood and fair person.

Mr HATTON: How are we going to put that convention together. Y ou have to think about what sort of people we will
have there so that we make sure that we have representation of everyone from all over the Northern Territory, different
thoughts, all coming together so that they are not going to hide things. They have to be up front so that they can be talked
about.

MELANHUPUY & ettt e e s e e s e nnnne s
Everything including land rights, mining and others.

Mr HATTON: Everyone hasto talk about it and work out where they want to go.
Mr GARRTHANDHAN: (Dhalwangu 1anguage) ...........ccoceeererereeiienenesesiesieniens

(can't hear ) ... that'stheidea. We don't haveto bein such a hurry to ask them questions. L et's not doubt their
ability to do thisjob. Let'snot talk and say to ourselves that we know everything. Let's not ask too many questions
on thisone. Give them the chance and they will tell uswhat we need to know. They'll do the talking herein our
community to usand we'll talk about the situation later. L et's not ask too many questions now because we don't
know enough, yet. We haven't been through it yet. It'sa good thing that this man (Lanhupuy), my half brother, is
giving usthe chanceto talk. So wewill talk about it and try and under stand but thisisthefirst time we have talked
about it. We haven't discussed this before, and we don't seem to have theright questionsto ask. What my cousin
said wasright, we can talk and deal with this matter later but let's give Lanhupuy and the Chairman a chanceto
talk about thisand deal with the various matters.

These people don't travel around separateto various places. they all go asone group. This man here, who we do not
know, isreporting on what we ar e saying.

Mr LANHUPUY : ..o,
(can't hear) for us.
Mr GARRTHANDHAN: (Dhalwangu 1anguage) ..........ccceveeeeveeveiieeseeiee e

Thisman, Lanhupuy, has become a leader in our community, a knowledgeable man (dalkarra). He'sthe one who
sitsin the Parliament with the gover nment and listensto the Balanda people and the decisions and lawsthey are
making in relation to Yolgnu people. Right? My cousin was asking theright question. Let's not ask too many
questionstoo soon or we'll be misled. Let's stay on the sametrack asthese people and listen to what they are saying
or we might end up talking about different subjects. Lanhupuy will give usthe chanceto talk about it later. We
need to berepresented by one strong voice. Gapuwiyak people should come up with one voice, not with two or
three, like a double tongued goanna. All throughout the Northern Territory people are now discussing this matter
and then later on we will make decisionsto have our laws firmly planted as one strong foundation. That's why they
aregoing around asking for people's views, so we can establish thisfoundation. Canberraislooking after usand
helping us. At the moment we don't have that foundation, not yet.

Mr GARRTHANDHAN: (Dhalwangu 1anguage) ...........ccoceeerererieniienenesesesienens

At the moment we are under Canberra’'s power because the Northern Territory doesnot have a constitution yet.
The Northern Territory now wantsto step out of Canberra’'s control and stand on it's own two feet, Darwin itself.
Thiswill cover thewhole of the Northern Territory, all of the people, but not yet. At the moment Canberrais
taking control of everything because it hasits own constitution. Thisisjust tolet you know in case we are heading
in the wrong direction. We might not know where we are going and thisisjust to straighten it all out because we've
never been through this process before. We haveto talk about all of theseideas.
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Last week during the public holiday we sat and talked about what are better ways for usto live and under stand
each other, because today we don't have a foundation yet. I'm not saying that we, Y olgnu people, don't have our
law and culture, what I'm saying isthat we don't have a constitution. All of the Balanda and Y olgnu have their own
laws and cultures, but we don't have this constitution together. This paper comes from the gover nment. It appears
to have many sidesto it, many different meanings. It'slike a mirror with many reflections which people look at and
yet cannot see clearly. One minuteit'sthere and the next its gone. Its deceiving us. We can't hold onto all of the
governments thoughts.

MI LANHUPUY © e

| haveto break these big words down and explain again to makeit clear to you. Thisiswhat it really means (about
thelaw). You Gapuwiyak people always stay herein Gapuwiyak, alright? Then some people may decide to moveto
their outstations (homelands), and they say, " | will work herefor myself and try and develop my own home. Then
DAA will help me by funding me directly. | will haveto work by planting gardens and fruitsand then | won't
always havetorely on the Council." That'swhat we, the Northern Territory, are doing now. We aretrying to get
out of Canberra’'s care and stand on our own feet and work, to get things going for the Territory. Canberra's been
looking after usfor alongtime. Yet we are now looking after our own Health and Community Services, Police
Aides, Public Services (can't hear) legal system and other areas. We are already practising thesejobs.

Therefore, the new system with a constitution should be easy for us. There are four other jobsthat we are asking
for so they will recognise usand give usour papers. With these we will have a law of our own for the Northern
Territory. Canberra has been looking after us while we wer e young, but now we ar e grown-ups and now we have to
look after ourselves and our laws. For example, a person getstired of living in town and decidesto go away and
establish hisown homeland saying, " | must leave this place and go away. | will work for myself on my own". That's
what it'slike - thisiswhat it means.

We will have to come back again sometime, when there'sa community meeting. For now you talk about this, get it
straight. Call me any timeand I'll tell you more of these things.

Mr LANHUPUY . .o

When a big meeting ison call these Balanda peopleto come again.
(Everybody's talking at the same time)

Mr GARRTHANDHAN: (Dhalwangu 1anguage) .........ccccccvevieeieesieciieesiee e
They have opened thisup for usto look at and talk about.

Mr LANHUPUY . ..o

Balanda people have the right to comment on this constitution too. We welcome written submissions and per sonal
submissions on any matter, Yolgnu or Balanda, anyone. Thisisnot just for the Balanda nor isit just for Yolgnu.
It'sfor everybody in the Northern Territory Chinese, Greekmen, whoever you are.

Isthisall for now?
Mr GARRTHANDHAN: (Dhalwangu [anguage) ...........cccceoereneneneneneneseseeeenes

Hewasthe last person who said ( can't hear). Now you can talk. This, man here (Lanhupuy) and all of these other
worker s (Balanda people) have come hereto let usknow what's happening ( can't hear) and to look at what laws
can be made. He, Lanhupuy, isthe onewho islooking into all of the complicated ways the gover nment is making
laws. He'slistening for Yolgnu people so we can then under stand what the gover nment is doing. We have selected
him and these othersto do thiskind of job, to do our talking on behalf of Yolgnu people. Lanhupuy took that
position and now heishaving a hard time with governments and their decisions. He's chasing the gover nments for
our laws, and he comes back to uswith storiesand tellsuswhat he's been hearing and collecting. Now heishere
with the otherstelling us, advising us, so we can put these ideastogether and come up with one voice, whether we
are Yolgnu or Balanda. The committee are only giving us some ideas. Banggana has just asked me when are we
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going to have another meeting so we can discuss this matter. We would like our Balanda friendsto know too so they
can help usto understand more.

Mr BANGGANA: (Dhawangu language) .........ccccceveevueennane

And think about it.

Mr GARRTHANDHAN: (Dhalwangu 1anguage) .........cccceeeeveeieeieeseerecee e
Thislot will help us (pointing to some Balanda people).

Mr BANGGANA: (Dhawangu language) ................

Try and think about thisreally serioudly.

Mr GARRTHANDHAN: (Dhalwangu language) ..................

Yolgnu peoplethink about thisand also you Balanda staff that areliving here with us. Our staff can help uswith
thistoo. When Lanhupuy comes back to visit usagain we will have theright questions and decisionsin our minds.
When Lanhupuy returnswe will talk about it more. Myself, Lanyipi and Bangana will try and find out what isthe
best timeto get all Yolgnu peopletogether, all Gapuwiyak people and we'll have a bar becue and talk about this
more like we did last week, remember? We helped organise food for everybody, we all ate, talked and then went
home.

Mr BANGGANA: (Dhalwangu 1anguage) .........ccccceevveieereesieeieeseesie e

Please think about thisvery serioudy, whether you like it or not. Don't talk about it now and then later forget about
it. Talk to yourself and ask yourself questions. Say, " Am | goingto trust Steve Hatton or Lanhupuy?" Say that to
yourself. Doesit sound alright, this constitution?

Mr LANHUPUY: ......ccoveeee.

Sounds great.

Great.
Mr BANGGANA: (Dhalwangu language) ..........ccccceeveeiiieeiee et

Wewill say, let's have a meeting, a community meeting. That man Steve has already told us. We arethe ones that
have always had a law from the beginning, but for those Balanda people their laws always change. That'swhy we
are asking to have a meeting so we will know what's happening next. Let'stalk about thislike Lanhupuy hasin our
own language, so we can then under stand each other properly.

Yes, yes| agree. You'rethe boss.

Mr LANHUPUY ..

Do you have anymoreto say?

Mr GARRTHANDHAN: (Dhalwangu [anguage) ...........cccceeererenenieneneneseeeeeens
| havefinished talking. Do you have anymor e to say?

Unknown: .........cc.e....

That's all.
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Unknown: ...........

Weareall pleased.

Unknown: .........ccc.c....

We will haveto talk about thislater, when they leave.

Mr HATTON: | think we have talked about everything. Thank you very much for having us along to talk to you today
about this. In finishing, | just want to ask both the Y olgnu and the Balanda people here to make sure you do this job and
are prepared to work hard and spend alot of time on it. Lots of arguments have been going on around the Territory for a
long time. If we want to try to find away wherein we can live together with respect and make a place that we are proud of
for our children, we have to do thisjob. We have to talk our way through all the arguments and find a law that we can all

live by and be happy with. Thank you for giving us a chance to talk to you today and | hope we get many chances to talk
more about this. Thank you.
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