SELECT COMMITTEE ON SUBSTANCE ABUSE IN THE
COMMUNITY

SUBMISSION NUMBER 0075

DATE: 10 March 2003

RECEIVED FROM: Mr Sean Arnold



To: <substanceabusd a@nt.gov.au>
cC: <Pat.Hancock@nt.gov.au>
Subject: Submissions to substance abusein NT communities

Dear Ms Hancock
| have lived at Cooinda (Y elow Waters) in Kakadu for seven years.
Cooindais the only takeaway acohol provider in Kakadu.

Drink driving - We experience drunk drivers travelling to and from Cooinda from other Kakadu
and Arnhem Land communities and towns to drink and buy takeaway acohol. My partner and |
were dmogt killed in a head-on collison with a drunk driver who was driving back to Jabiru
after Cooinda bar closed. That driver drove drunk amost every night for two weeks a the same
times.

Intoxicated persons are often & Community acohol outlets getting friends and tourists to
purchase more acohol on their behaf once the bar refuses to serve them more. This practice is
widespread and is very difficult for liquor outlets to control.

Recommendations for Kakadu:

Light beer (2% dcohol or less) and low acohol wine only to be sold anywhere in Kakadu.
Definitely no takeaway of heavy dcohal.

Clear dgnage of these rules a Pine Creek and Humpty Doo notifying dl people entering Kakadu
of these regtrictions so0 they may purchase dcohol of their choice before entering Kakadu.

The Gagudju Crocodile Hotedl and Cooinda should lead the way if truly trying to help the people
of Kakadu. If the dcohol digtribution laws were severdy tightened then many people would not
honestly mind because everyone knows that it causes too many problems and violence in the
community. Much better to have heavy adcohol on sde in Dawin or Katherine only and locas
dill can dock up if they redly want. The ability to purchase heavy dcohol in communities will
be their end.

Recommendations for the NT:

Divide the NT into geographica regions and assess levels of substance abuse in each region.
Make rules for controlling substance abuse (including didribution of acohol) gpplicable to entire
regions, therefore you are not being racidly predudice. The government controls the liquor outlet
licences not asmall group of community councillors. Note the Cape Y ork research.



We see many people living in fear and being abused. Mogt will not report this to police because
they will be punished further by the offender and other family members for a long time in the
future (payback).

Some aborigind people that are tour guides are traditiond and knowledgeable. | do not foresee
aborigind guidesin 30 years time having this knowledge or respect for their culture.

The true traditiona aborigina culture is dying today as fadter than it ever has.

As the developed world becomes more materididtic, traditiond aborigind culture will become
more interesting to the rest of the world. Therefore, | believe that aborigind tourism experiences
will become a mgor reason for oversees vidtors to vist Audrdia and thus heping the
Audtrdian economy. Tourigtswill not be interested in aforgotten culture.

If the culture is to survive then the aborigind children need a purpose to learn their culture and
need respect for ther eders. Ther are many problems with this currently as you can imagine.
Maybe culturd education should be compulsory a& community schools because some parents

may be affected by depresson and substance abuse.l hope your Select Committee can assst the
children soon.

In the United States there has been great depression in the native Indian Reserves. Widespread
substance abuse has occurred for a long time there and now most of the traditiona culture is logt,
the children grow up today with a white man mind-set and are dtarting to progress but have
maintained little traditiond culture.

Aborigind sustance abuse is a recent problem with equal acohol consumption rights in the late
1960s. It is not too lae to save some traditionad culture. Traditiond culture is a way of
thinking. Once logt it can never be regained. Tourigts do not travel to the United States to
experience ndive Indian culture because they know it is nearly finished. But tourigts il vist
Austraia to experience ,the soon to be log, traditiona aborigina culture.

We cannot dter Uluru or Yedlow Waters, however we can greatly improve the appearance of
aborigind culture and return culturd pride and this may become Audrdids greatest tourist
attraction.

Traditiond aborigind lifestyle entalls collecting food daly and consuming it immediatdy (there
is little evidence of food storage in aborigind culture). The Government pays most aborigind
people fortnightly and many consume this within a few days. This has sarious implications
including leaving many starving children for most of the period between payments.

| recommend regular smdler payments throughout the period.  This sysem should be
implemented for dl socia security recipients.

The current manner of government payments to aborigind people is not  in line with ther culture
and is killing aborigind culture faster today than any other factor affecting aborigind culture in

the past.



The government should honestly provide help to people. Not just reckless money.
Substance abuse, including acoholism leads to depression and thisfuelsracis fedings.

Many aborigind people are dying from "lifedyle' deseases. The government spends dot on
trying to hep the sck people but not on prevention. The government does not understand
aborigind culture and mekes the people sck when they give them fortnigntly lump sum

payments to
dispose of it asthey wish.

Depression:  Everyone needs to be kept busy and for those that have steady occupations this is a
mgor factor in avoiding depresson. Ealy Audrdian explorers noted tha the bush aborigind

people were adways busy. It is a misconception that that aborigind people are content just
recelving the government's "st down" money. The people must keep themsdlves busy. Maybe
the government should encourage widespread active paticipation in  culturd activities
Aborigind culture is part of dl Audrdian's Hetiage. No human being can st down dl ther life
and not be depressed and maybe resort to substance abuse for relief.

The government should listen more to the bush aborigind people (who are sometimes reluctant
to talk to those who do not understand their culture) and less to mis-informed "do gooders'.

Yes, | bdieve in equdity. The sysem needs to change for everyone recelving government
money. If it doesn't then say good-bye to whet remains of aborigind culture.

Both indigenous and non-indigenous  Audrdians and tourigs will thank your Government if you
can help save the aborigind culture.

Thankyou for dlowing meto voice my views.
Sean Arnold - Proprietor



