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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

.1l20A Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN -

1. Is the honourable. Member aware that th~ Australian Natiohal Railway 
will not offer new leases in the Alice Springs Rail reserve for 
commercial purposes pending their decision as to the location of 
the new railway reserve and associated commercial sidings; and is 
he further aware that when this decision has been made the site 
will be subject to an environmental impact study? 

2. Does he concede that this whole project may take 10 years to com­
plete and, if so, would he ask ,the Australian National Railway 
Commissioner to o~fer alternatives to the present negative atti­
tude to permit some badly needed commercia~ growth 'in Alice Springs 

,now and within the next 10 years? 

ANSWER 

1. In 1974 Messrs. Ashton & Wilson, Transportation and Urban Planners 
were commissioned to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement on 
four proposed sites for standard gauge rail terminal facilities at 
Alice Springs. The scope of the statement followed guidelines 
recommended by the Department of Environment and Conservation. The 
Consultants report was released for public comment on 31. 7 .75 and 
intere~ted parties were required to submit their comments in writing 
to the Department of Environment and Conservation, Canberra, by 
1. 9. 75. Consideration of the replies by the Department of Environ-' 
ment, Housing and Community Development and related investigations 
are still proceeding. Until finality is reached on the question of 
terminal location, 'which is expected in six months, Australian Nat­
ional Railways are not entering into any new lease arrangements in 
the Alice Springs area. 

2. The original construction plan provided for the Tarcoola-Alice 
Springs Railway to be substantially completed within five years of 
commencing earthworks. The actual period of construction could be 
extended as a result of the Government's policy of restricted cap­
ital expenditure and, its appointment of a Review Committee to 
examine the construction standards and costs' of this project. 

1121, Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

In view of the fact that the ABC is to be subjected to cutbacks and 
within theNT this may be reflected by demands to rationalise radio 
programmes would he be prepared to recommend that the programme '''Col 
Chuck Chunder" be removed from broadcast programmes? 

No. I do not believe that I am competent to determine the relative 
merits of particular ABC programmes, nor do I believe that other mem­
bers of the Legislative Assembly have this competence. It is also 
my belief that personal prejudices should not replace objective asses-, 
ment. 

,1122 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr RYAN -

1. What was the cost, 1974;"75 and 1975-76 of the re-sleepering programme 
for the North Australian Railways? 

2. .What was the cost of POst-Cyclone Tracy benefits to employees of the 
North Australia Railways including R & R fares, R & R paid leave, 
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ANSWER 

hard living allowances, lost time whilst on railway pay, but not in 
productive work for the North Australian Railways? 

3. What is the cost to date of post~Cyclone Tracy repair work for the 
North Australia Railways? 

1. North Australia. Railway re-sleepering eXpenditure: 

1974/75 
1975/76 

$435,000 
$190,000 

2. Post cyclone Tracy payments to North Australia Railway employees 
for rest and recreation leave, fares, hard living allowances etc. 
$152,000. 

3. Post cyclone Tracy repair costs $449,000. 

1192 Mr KENTISH to Mr POLLOCK -

REGIONAL COUNCIL OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

1. Can he advise me from where comes the funding of this Council and 
the annual amount fo, such funds? 

2. What are ,the names cif the current' offices of the Regional Council 
of Social Developmenf? 

ANSWER 

1. Funding for Regional Co~il of Social Development is by allocation 
of funds by the Australian Government and is administered by the 
Department of Social Security. ' , 

Each Regional Council receives $40,000 per annum for social planning 
and administrative costs and to enable the Council to provide wel­
fare informa.tion'within the region. 

Council also receives $12,000 per annum for the employment of a 
Community Development Officer, but this may be varied. 

2. The current officers of the Regional Council for Social Develop­
ment: 

Senator Robertson, 
Mrs. N. Polishuk, 
Mr. J. Lawrie, 

1193 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr RYAN -

Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

1. Is there a maintenance program operating for the Commonwealth houses 
at Nhulunbuy and ,if not, will a plan be implemented in the near 
future? 

ANSWER 

2. Will he seek to have all' the 'houses ,fitted with air conditioning 
units in this year's budget appropriation? 

1. There is a cyclical maintenance progr,am operating at Nhulunbuy. It 
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is expected that $7,000 will be avaiiab1e for 1976/77. 
minor maintenance funds are also available. 

Urgent 

2. It is not intended as a general rule that Departmental dwellings at 
Nhu1unbuy be airconditioned. They are fitted with ceiling fans and 
the window treatment permits good ventilation. 

1195 Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN -

Out of the $2.5m1oss recorded by the North Australia Railway last fin­
ancial year, what was the amount of money spent specifically on recon­
struction necessitated by cyclone damage? 

ANSWER 

No actual reconstruction work carried out. Efforts were directed to­
wards the repair of damaged buildings to render them habitable and to 
enable staff to' resume normal living and working conditions. The 
costs involved are reflected in the answer to question no. 1122(3). 

1196 Mr MANUELLto Mr RYAN -

What funds were expended on salaries and wages by the North Australia 
Railway in the 1975-76 financial year and what savings will result 
from retrenchment of staff and employees with the suspension of the 
railway's operations? 

ANSWER 

1. North Australia salary and wages expenditure in -

1975/76 $2,100,000. 

2. Estimated salary and wages savings to the North Australia Railway 
section 'in '1976/77 following cessation of rail traffic is $1'mi11-
ion. 
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1200 Mr STEELE to Dr LETTS -

ANSWER 

Mr Isaacs said on . radio yesterday that executive mebers attended con­
ferences at the taxpayers' expense for little or no return to the 
Territory. Perhaps the Majority Leader could answer that? 

. I presume that the spokesman for the ALP was referring to Commonwealth 
and state ministers councils which executive members of this Assembly 
have been attending for the past 12 months. I regard the attendance. 
of our executive members at these councils as the most important 
development in our progress towards greater political responsibility 
for· the Northern Territory. It is at these meetings that policies are 
made for the whole of Australia and individual regions. 

I was at two such meetings last week. One was the Australian Agri­
cultural Council. There was a move made by the states at that Aust­
ralian Agricultural Council meeting to impose a complete baggage 
search for passengers leaving the Darwin Airport as part of a program 
to control the spread of fruit fly in Australia. The proposal was 
not based on logical local knowledge and I successfully averted it. 
At a subsequent meeting of the environment ministers heid late last 
week, there was a'proposa1 that other parts of Australia .inc1uding 
the Northern Territory should follow the lead that New. South Wales 
and Victoria have given in bringing regulations to reduce the lead 
content of petrol.. This matter is causing concern in inner city 
areas in Sydney and Melbourne. The effect of bringing in suchregu-
1ations in the T~rritory would have been to increase the price of 
petrol to the consumer' of several cents a gallon and it would have 
achieved no useful purpose at this time as far as environmental con­
trol was concerned. By argument at that meeting, I was able to avert; 
that imposition on Territory people at this time. 

I am sure that other Executive Members could illustrate the value to 
Territorians of their participation in these councils and I regard it 
as a break through. At the last council, I actually attended in the 
place of the Minister for the Northern Territory and that is the first 
time that that has been achieved. 

1201 Mr MANUELLto MrRYAN -" 

ANSWER 

Is he aware of the report in the Adelaide Advertiser of Wednesday 4 
August which suggested possible deferral of the continuing works on 
the Tarcoo1a to Alice Springs standard. guage railway link? Can he 
say whether' the Federal Minister for Transport has indicated to him 
the Government' s intention to continue with planned works? 

I did not see the particular. article mentioned by the member for Alice 
Springs.' However, I had sent a telegram to the Minister for Trans­
port as a result of the rumours which' have been bandied around the 
town. In his answer, he said "A review into construction standard!? 
and cost of this/ proj ect ~nnounced by the Treasurer late in May is 
nearing completion. In the meantime. work is continuing on the pro­
ject and a major contract was recently let for construction of earth 
works, bridges and culverts from Robin Rise to Mah1er Bore. It is 
not intended to stop work on the proj ect and no decision to' slow 
down the work has been made. 

/ 
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1202 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

Is he in a position to state clearly the'position with the Home Finance 
Trustee? 

Members will be aware that over the past 2 days the Minister for the 
Northern Territory has been in Darwin reviewing the situation that 
has' received considerable press comment over the last 2 weeks. The 
Minister has issued a statement this morning, and I feel it would 
clarify the position best 'if I read that statement: 

The Ministe~ fo~ the No~thern Te~~tor-y,M~ Evan Ader.mann~ held 
talks ove~ the past wo days UJith the Maste~ Builde~s Assoaiation, 
the Chambe~ of Indust~es'and No~thern Te~~tbr-y ~ep~esentatives of 
DarWin banke~s. These' talks we~e a~~anged'by the No~thern Territory 
Exeautive Membe~ fo~ Finanae and Community Development, Mr Grant 
'rambling. The Ministe~ also. had separate talks with the chair.mari of 
the Reaons~tion Commission, the .chairman of the No~thern Territo~y 
Housing Commission and the Home Finanae T!'Ustee. The Minister' also 
met with ~ep~esentatives of the ACOAat their request; 

Mr Ader.mann said that a v~iety of issues we~e aanvassed in the 
aourse of the talks but the single main matte~ l<klS the Home Finanae 
T!'Ustee aonaessional home loimsaheme; The Minister said this saheme 

. obviously enjoyed the fullsuppo~tofthe Federal Government, the 
Legislative Assetribly and all seatiori:s of the D~n aommunity. Mr 
Adermannexplained that his ~eaent p~essstatement on thi.s subjeat 
was designed to dX'OJJJ,attention·to the appropriation. provision of 
$11.5m fo~ 1976/77 an inareasein exaess of 26% ove~ the expenditure 
of last year.· He aZfJO'indicated .that, if present trends aontinue, 
this aash alloaation bXJUld be exaeeded and he had instruated his 
depa~tment to p~epare, as a matte~ of urgenay, proposals whiah would 
aahieve the most equitable distribution of available funds fo~ 
No~thern Territor-y housing. Moreove~,' the statement· also reiterated 
the (;ove~ent's ale~ aommitment that thesaheme would aontinue and 
eligible bo~~owe~s could utilise funds ad.vanaed unde~ the saheme at 
any time .up to 31 Deaetriber 1980. 

If additional funds'We~e wanted to finanae the home loan saheme 
this finanaial ye~ the~e would need to be some ~edistribution of the 
total funds alloaation fo~the . ~eaon8truatiori of DaMn. In the 
aourse of the talks this week, it was made quite dear that the Gov­
ernment's aompleteintegr'ity in its,statement that the highest prior~ 
ity 1i!Ould aontinue to be . given to the ~eaonstruation of D~n was 
ver-yiv.ident in the p~ovision of' $17;3. 2m an, inarease of $39m o~ 30% 
oVe~ aatual expenditure last year. 

Additio~l assistanae'providedto the .No~thern Te!Tito~y's hard 
p~essed. beef' industry,., the needs. . of . the' ailing tourist industry, and 
the urgenay of ai7Jilwo~k outside iJ~n meant that no money aould be 
taken f~om those, oJhe~ a~eas bfthe Te~~to~y. 

Answe~ing his antias Mr Adermannsaid that any ~ealloaation aould 
no.t be i''esponsibly done afte~ only:one month of the finanaialyea~ 
had elapsed and most of, the' funds we~e untouched. Additionally, not 
until allappliaationBwe~e ~eaeivea by 31 Deaembe~ thiS ye~. aould 
anyone assess the final aasn ~equi~ement of t?he fund this ye~ and 
fo~ subsequent years. This will p~ovide~eliable statistias on whiah 
deaisions aould be taken and these would be taken well befo~e aash 
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fUnds were depleted. Then and only then could he be satisfied that 
it 7JX)uld be' most equitable to . undertake some redistribution of funds -
giving fUU consideration to the whole range in each sector of 
housing requirements in Darwin. 

MP Adermann said that the situation would be kept under close re­
view and, if events required some adJ'ustment of existing cash appro­
priations, this would be done quickly and and announced publicly. 
The Minister said he welcomed the opportunity to meet with so many 
representatives of the local corronunity and he found the exchange of 
views both rewarding and stimulating. Some positive suggestions. were 
advanced and he was prepared to consider these carefully andJ if nec­
essary, .discuss them with his ministerial coUeagues in Canberra. 

I can only say that, in the talks in which I participated, I found the 
Minister most cooperative and receptive to the submissions made by 
politicians and by the community 1ead~rs. 'I am confident that the 
statement he has now made stresses the point· quite adequately that 
there will be redistribution if necessary between the public and 
private sectors in Darwin· and that therefore the confidence should 
be restored .fu11y to those people who feel they are still under 
threat. 

1203 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

Is he aware of the form of inquiry into the Northern Territory trans­
port needs being undertaken by the Bureau of Transport Economics and 
does he agree that this inquiry isa satisfactory alternative' to the 
Royal Commission requested by this Assembly? 

I have been in touch With the Department of Transport 011 ,this matter 
and I am waiting further information from them at which time I expect 
to make a statement to the House. 

1204· Mr WITHNALL to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

Can he confirm that the sewer line in Doctors ~u11y is and' has been for 
some time broken just, beyond the low tide marks so that raw sewage 
is discharged a matter of feet from the e<Jge of the water at low 
spring tide~? If he can confi~ the facts, what steps have been and 
Will be taken to ave~t the threat to health which is posed by this 
situation? 

I am not in a position to ·confirm the information sought by the Honour~ 
able Member • I would ask that he _ plac~ the question on not.ice to . the 
E~ecutive Member for Municipal and Consumer Affairs. 

1205 Mr DONDASto Mr RYAN -

. ANSWER 

Is there any ,truth;iIi the rUmour that· the bus services' in the DarWin 
area are to be curtailed? 

I was ,in touch with the '. Department of the Northern Territory concerning 
bus· services :several days ago on a matter relating to another area. 1 
have arranged to have discussionsWi th them. At. this stage no decis~ 
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ion has been made to curtail any of the bus services in the Darwin 
area. I will be discussing these matters with the department, bear~ 
in mind that the Darwin bus services do run at a rather large defi­
cit. I dei not expect any decision, will be made without thorough 
discussions between the parties concerned. 

1206 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr, TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

I address my question without notice to the honourableJIiember for Fin­
ance and, Community Development in his, capacity as a member of the 
Darwin Reconstruction Commission. 

I have a letter from the Minister for the Northern Territory dated 19 
May 1976 stating clearly and unequivocally that the 2 facilities to be, 
provided for juvenile delinquents are on the works program for 1976-
77 and that they should be available in 1978. Can the honourable 
member confirm that these 2 facilities are indeed on the works pro-, 
gram for1976-77? 

The consideration' with regard to the civil works program and the Darwin 
Reconstruction Commission will be announced publicly' next Tuesday 
night in the' annual budget. From my recollection of the preliminary 
budget talks of the Darwin Reconstruction Commission, I am of the 
understanding that both facilit!eswere on the estimates submitted at 
that time. I will pursue this matter ,further and make additional' 
information available'to the honourable member. 

1207 Mr STEELE to Miss ANDREW -

ANSWER 

Is it true that the Darwin "Gun-Club has been closed down for - 3 months! 
what is the reason for the closure; and when can we expect the gun 
club to be reoperied? 

whilst I normally would answer questions on the subject of sport-and 
recreation, the honour,able Majority Leader, because of his long 
association with the rifle club, which is the club to which I think 
the member for Ludmilla alludes, has been more directly involved in 
this issue. 

Dr LETTS: The Darwin Rifle Club is suffering this problem. It is a' 
matter" I believe, of some foolishness that from time to time the 
Army in Darwin; which has the responsib;i.lity for the ,rifle range, 
decides, when it has a change of personnel or something of this sort, 
that there are safety problems at the Darwin Rifle Club and seeks to 
bring, about - its closure.' This is not the first time that this has 
happened r' the -,' club was closed _about 4 years a,gobut -only for a short 
period ,of 3ar 4w\,!eks, until the Minister for the Army looked into it 
and satisfiedhimselfthatthe,re was no substance in the complaint 
that-theAriny had ,made. It 'has been threatened on various other 
occasions during the past 10 or l5ye;lrsand now we are at the stage 
where, for some 3 or, 4 ,months, ,the main range has been closed to 
shooting, depriving the public of Darwiri of an important and con­
structiverecreat:lonalfaciHty. The :reason appears' to be that the 
Army requires some kind' of a man-proof "safety fence to be" constructed 
around the range, ,this would make the situation quite differerit to 
a:nywhereelse ,irit\ustra1ia, the'reare virtually no rifle ranges that 
require a complete,'man~p,roof safety fence. There are safety pre~ 
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cautions laid down and exercised by 'rifle clubs which adequately 
prevent accidents from nappening, The. Darwin Rifle Club has been 
very assiduous in observing these procedures and, of course, has had 
an accident-free record over the past 20 years or so, I believe that 
the step taken by the Army locally was extreme; I have maqe represen­
tations to the Minister for Defence and the Minister for the Northern 
Territory, I hope that the situation can be corrected in the near 
future. 

1208 Mr WITaNALL to Mr POLLOCK -

ANSWER 

Has the Department of Health taken counts 
in the Darwin Harbour during the last 12 
have the results of such counts over the 
this Assembly? 

of E coli at various points 
months and, if so will he 

last 12 months tabled in 

Yes, I understand that the Department of Health has these counts taken 
at various places within the Darwin Harbour and I will endeavour to 
have the information made available for him, 

1209 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

What has happened to the proposal the Northern Territory Housing Comm­
ission had ·to establish a permanent caravan park in Darwin to the 
value of$1.Sni? 

I .am not acquainted.with the statistical information that the honour­
able member for Casuarina obviously has, I am aware that the North­
ern Territory Housing Comniission has requested. a site for the estab­
lishment of a caravan park from· the Darwin Reconstruction Commission. 
I am also aware that the Darwin City Corporation has indicated a sim~ 
ilar interest and that .the Reconstruction Commission has invited 
interested public tenderers also to indicate development type 
.proposals should several blocks at Leanyer, in Vanderlin Drive, be 
made 'available for the establishment of caravan parks, When those 
development proposals have been considered by the Darwin: Reconstruc­
tion Commission, t~e' Housing'Commission's proposal will be consider-
ed at the same time.' , 

1210 Mr. KENTISH to Miss ANDREW -

ANSWER 

Can the honourable member inform me if Pidgin English, politely called 
Creole, is taught as the first language at some Northern: Territory 
schools, and whether. the disease is spreading? 

I believe that Creole Is taught at Bamyili, Tliat is the only place in 
the Territory at tlie moment, 

1211 Mr VALE to Dr LETTS -

A'press report in yesterday'~ NT .News concerning a conference held in 
Sydney on :).and rights states that this 4ssembly had opposed any form 
ofla.nd rights bill and that Country P;irty and National Party bodies' 

. in other states had supported this attitude, Is this report the 
,true stance taken by this' Assembly and the majority party? 
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ANSWER 

No. The conference'referred to in the NT News was an anonymous con_ 
ference as far as the report was concerned; it did not, say who 
organised it or sponsored it or was present at the conference, and I 
am not sure who was involved there. The statement is.not' true and 
it is an unwarranted slur on this legislature which was one of the 
first legislatures in Aus tr'a1ia , going back to the days of the Leg­
is1ative Council, to move by a committee and subsequently by legis­
lation towards setting up Aborigina11and rights legislation, and in 
fact did' set up such legislation as far back as 1968. We have 
repeatedly tried in the more recent times of this Assembly to get to 
the heart of what is the best form of land rights legislation for 
Aboriginals in theN~rthern Territory a'{ld are continuing to do so. 

As far as the,party in the Territory is concerned, there is a public 
document available - which .I would be happy to send to the organisers 
of this conference if I am able to establish their identity - which 
states the ,policy quite clearly,. It is that Aboriginal land tenure 
in the Northern Territory be granted under Territory legislation with 
the Federal Government bringing in complementary legislation to 
guarantee our laws, that land designated as reserved land - including 
Hermannsburg, Santa Teresa and Da1y 'River leases be declared as 
inalienable Aboriginal land under perpetual t~t1e, that Aboriginal 
landowners apply direct .to,the Government for the title to their land 
a'!ld receive a title. to their land direct from Government, that a 
council be established,supported by ,advisers, to assist Aboriginal 
1andho1ders on any matters on wh:ich they may require advice and 
assistance,that Aboriginal 1andholders may determine who may enter 
'the,ir 'land - and it goes on to cieve10p the policy in some further 
detail. It is quite clear to ,all, members of this Assembly that we 
have a verykeenandcontinu·ing·interest in seeing that Aboriginals 
,do get land justice. We b,elieve that this Assembly has a role to 
play in this matter and the policy of the majority party is consist­
ent with that stand. ' 

~212 Mr WITHNALLto Dr LETTS -

ANSWER 

Is it a, fact that'public servants who were transferred to Brisbane 
after the cyclone ,have been placed on the housing list with the same 
priority point system as those public servants who have put up with 
crude and'uncomfortab1e condttions in Darwin, since the cyclone? Will 
he agree that the Gover,nm~Iit should, recognise that the people who 
stayed deserve better treatment, and will he se~k amendment of the 
points system to give them some priority over those who have enjoyed, 
far better conditions in Brisbane for the last 20 months? ' 

I,amnQt s\lrewhether the first part of the question isa fact and I 
will need to establish that first., I will inquire into the points' 
rais~d by the honourable member in his question and provide a compre";" 
hensiveanswer,laterinthese'sittings. 

1213 Mr MANUELLt6 Mis~'ANDREW-

is ita ,fact, that the Australia,nLegal Aid Office in Alice Springs is 
openly cOfupetingwith private ~olicitors in that town? Is it true' 
that when the Aus,tralian Legal Aid ,Office commenced operation in 
A:\.ice .springs the chief officer' outlined toprlvatepractitioners 
that up to 50% of briefs received by that office were to be passed 
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ANSWER 

to private practitioners? Is. it a fact 'that this policy is now. dis­
continued and the Australian Legal Aid. Office is handling all its 
own briefs to the detriment of existing private piactitionersin 
Alice Springs? 

I am not prepared to answer that question .now. r wi11.endeavour ,to 
find out facts and figures about the situation and report them later 
in the Assembly • 

~214 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS -

I iiSk this question .onbehalf of the honourable member for E1sey. At 
the last sittings I asked the honourable member when somebody would 
reach for the switch to turn the lights on for the cattle industry. 
Since then the Katherine meatworks ,has opened and the Minister has 
made an announcement that $600,000 carry-on finance has been made 
available. Can the honourable member say Whether any of 'this money 
has actually reached the pockets of any cattlemen? 

The short answer to the question. I believe, is no. But to leave it 
at' that would. not be a, fair statement dftheposition. " The Cattle­
men' 5 Association of North Austialia, indeed 'the Northern Territory 
Cattle Producers' Council. put upa ,4~pointprdgram to the ,Government 

'earlier this year in which, they sought the opening of the Katherine 
meatwQrks : they sought.s01l!e ",assistance "with freight. they sought 
additional money £,qr carry":'on finance and they sought some money for 
'reconstruction funding. Th,e first ,3 of those points have in fact 
been dealt with by the Government. The meatworks has been opened, 
The question omitted to refer to the fact that ,a freight assistance 
scheme ,has been established for the Northern Territory and an 
additional swn for carry.,.onfinance has been appropriated. Funds 
have been made available to producers from earlier appropriations, in 
relation to that $600,000. :,the ,funds are available. There are a 
nwnber of applications in hand from pro,ducers; 50f these have a1-
ready been approve~ and are in _the final stages of the money being 
advanced. This should tak,e place within the next ,week or so a1low,­
ing for the, fact that, the final claims have to go down to Brisbane 

"for cheques to be drawn and this sort of thing. But there is no 
problem other than'the normal time, taken to process an application 
in the primary ,Producers Board to meet the requirements for carry-on 
finance. 'll1e money is there and available. 

1215 Mr .STEELE to MrRYAN -

ANSWER 

The Exectitive Member is probably, aware of the senseless slaughter and 
maiming of, pedestrians taking place along the main, thoroughfares 
around Darwin and, Task, him if he would urgently exhort the Depart­
nient.ofthe Northern Teiritoryto get stop lights estabiished dnthe 

, main thoroughfares , such as the, Stuart Highway at StuartPark, .the 2 
"pedestrian' crossings ,on 'Bagoi' Road and the p,edestrian,.crossingon 

Trower Road? ' ' 

" , 

tagree-i.mo'lehe~rted1Y with the honourable member for' Ludmilla,T\lis 
p<trtictiliir problem has, beeri;raisedbythe Northern Territory Road' 
Safety Council 'and in fact ,I brought the -matter up at the last meet .. 
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ing. I cannot say - that the possibility of installing stop lights 
was received ~nanimously because I think we also must realise that 
the installation of lights can create havoc with the flow of 
traffic, and that is a serious problem on Bagot Road. Whilst I agree 
that something has to be done with the pedestrian crossings, whether 
it is practical to put in stop lights, I do not know, but the matter 
is being looked at and, hopefully, we can come up with a satisfact. 
ory solution. 

1216 'Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS,-

ANSWER 

In' view of the fact that the Government has some millions invested in 
the Katherine meatworks, would the terms of rationalisation betWeen 
Northmeat, Northwest and the Government be made public? 

I do not know whether it is possible to 'make public the terms of the 
agreement between Northwest', Northmeatand the Government, As, the 
Government has a large stake, as the honourable member has said, in 
the future of the Katherine meatworks, I imagine that they would in 
a responsible way have had some conditions applying to the opening 
of the works~ If that information is available, I will seek it and 
produce it in the Assembly during these sittings, 

1217 Mr STEELEto ~iss ANDREW -

This question concerns' the' subject I mentioned in the previous quest­
-~--~----iob.~-fO---the'-Execut1.ve Member for Transport, Will it assist the prob­

lem of pedestrians being run over on main thoroughfares if there are 
police,patrols at pedestrian ~rossings, 'anc;l would there have to be 

can -intake of more, policemen toc,ater",for this ,need? 

ANSWER 

The police-are hampered in performing their duties as far as patrols 
are concerned, and certainly most other of their duties around ,the 
Territory, as'a result of the ceilings which have been imposed, A 
,new group of recruits will be going into their training in early 
September, but that is really only putting' bandaids on the prpblem 
and certainly not solving it, Bagot Road would have more police 
cars going up and down it per day than probably any' other road' in 
Darwin be,cause the Traffic Division is at Casuarina and there is 
general commuting between' the northern suburbs and the central city 
area as a ,result of the day-to~day businessby'the,patrols, I am 
certain that if the police could afford the luxury of a patro'l per 
pedestrian' crossing the number of deaths and injuries would drop, 
but 1,1llfortunately that is a bit of a pipe dream and the police are 
to becommended,because they are doing their best at'~he moment, 

1218 Mr BALLANTYNE tOMr POLLOCK -

ANSWER 

The Country Women's Association at Groote Eylandt and others have 
'"expressed concern' at, the 1ack of a full-,time doctor in the community. 

What,act:l,oil is the Departmerit of Health taking to remedy this situa"; 
don? 

The Department of Health is concerned about the absence of a full.time 
doctor at Groote , Eylandt, There' has been a bit of an impasse in 
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relation to the matter for some time, The situation has been adver­
tised on a number of occasions but to date they have not been able 
to gain an applicant for the position, The recent increase in sala­
ries may assist in'recruiting somebody in the near futtire~ but. in 
themearitimea doctor 'at Gove is making regular visits. to Groote 
Eylandt and of course the aerial medical plane at Gove can commute, 
There is a difficulty over flying at night time and this does. cause 
some problems,. It is tbe earnest desire of the Department of Health 
to have a full-time doctor at Groote Eylandt but a medical practit­
ioner who is prepared to operate in isolation like that is not easy 
to find. Unfortunately, at the moment, the department is in a bit 
of a bind. ' 

1219 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK -

ANSWER 

My question concerns a propo~al to purchase a Nomad.aircraft for the 
Northern Territory Aero Medical Service,' In view of the recent fatal 
air crash and other crashes concerning this Nomad aircraft will he 
use his position to seek a review of the decision to purchase this 
particular type of aircraft? 

It is true that there .has recently been a fatal air crash involving 
the Nomad aircraft. It would be improper of me, to go into the rami­
fications of that because an inquiry is being conducted and the air­
craft was on an experimental flight. The problem; of replacement of 
the aerial, medical planes is twofold in that the present Dove air­
craft have been in service 'for' a long time and have to be retired; 
The service will lose' one of the aircraft in November and another 
one about April-May next year, depending on its flying hours, I be­
lieve is Nomad aircraft are to go into service in about November this 
year. At the moment, that program is firm, However, I have sought 
further information today and hopefully later in the sittings I might 
be able to tell the honourable member a little more, 

1220 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS ~ 

ANSWER 

In view of the undertaking given by the Minister for the Northern Terr­
itory on taking office that his- permanent head' would reside in the 
Northern Territory, when is it expected that Mr Livingston will 
reside permanently in the Territory? 

I am unable to satisfy her with a firm date in this matter, I can tell 
her that the permanent head is following energetically inquiries for 
accommodation in Darwin and I heard yesterday that he was on the 
track of a flat which could be in the electorate of Nightcliff, The 
honourable member may have a new vote in her electorate within a 
reasonabie time if everything goes according to plan, 

1221 Mr MANUELL to ~r POLLOCK -

Is he awar:e of the concern expressed by residents in Tennant Creek and 
Alice Springs at the·lackof orthodontist services? What action is 
being taken by the Department of Health to institute' orthodontist 
services? 
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ANSWER 

I am aware of the concern that has been expressed, At present, the 
department has recruited' a second orthodontist for the Territory. 
'rhus, there are now two orthodontists for the Territory, ,both domi-' 
ciled in Darwin. The' department has also applied through the nec­
essary channels for the creation of a position of orthodontist;in 
Alice Springs. Should this' posit;i.on be made available and a person 
recruited, he would service both Alice Springs and TennantCreek on 
a regula:r basis. I have written to' the Minister of Health', about the 
concern of the people in Tennant Creek and Alice Springs of the 
absence of this service on a full-time basis. I am hopeful that he 
and the department can successfully 'argue with the Public Service 
Boa:rd on the need for that_appointment. ' 

1222 Dr DONDAS to Mr PERRON -

ANSWER 

The honourable ,member was reported in the press last week as being con­
cerned about the activities of a Darwin building company. Can he 
supply details of his concern? 

The organisation I was speaking of was c a firm called Bako Building 
Constt;'uctions 0, The firm' has been registered with the Companies 
Office in Darwin since- last November and it was recently learned 
that partnersinyolv~d have left the Northern Territory, leaving 
behind numerous creditots and al'l;'o a ntimber of people 'who, have paid 
depos:l.tsto have their housesteconst;ructed. Unfortunately, the 
total amoQIlt ,involved is not known at this stage, -However, there is 
evidence to show that it is many thousands of dollarS andinvestiga­
tions into the activities"'of-the two 'partners involved are continu­
ing. That is all the information I can supply to the House at this 
stage. 

1223 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

When, is it expected that the, Government home sale scheme for public 
service housing will be reintroduced~, Will he give an undertaking 
that the 'ftill details of any such' scheme will be discussed in this 
Assembly? Can he advise if' he has been privy to any discussions with 
the department as'to the details of the scheme? 

I am awaret,hat the'Minister for the Northern Territory called for a 
departmental review of the Government homes' rental and sales situa .. 
tion in the Northern Territory. He was to expect that report some 
time in August; I have not been involved personally in ,any dis-

"cussions ,with regard ' to 'the. scheme but I will certainly pursue the 
details of the scheme and seek to maKe, the information aval1.able. 

1224, Mr, VALE toMrPOt1..0CK -

My question, concerns the' supply, of water to the Yuendumu population 
north west of,AliceSprings. Is, he,awatethat one bore '0tlly supplies 
this, populatiqn ' ,()f-l,290 ,1?eople? ' In fa.ct" provisionshiv,ebeen made 

,by the DepartriientofAbodginatAff~drs 1:0 evacuate the entire comm­
unity this sUllUllershould that bore fail. Will he undertake' to 
arrange with'tpedepartment alternative and backup supplies of water 
for 'emergency-use? 
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ANSWER 

I do know that water at Yuendumu ,has, been a long-standing problem but 
I have been out there twice in the last three weeks'and no concern 
was expressed to me whilst I was there. However, I will undertake 
to go to the department and see what plans they do have in hand for 
an adequate supply of water. 

1225 Mr EVERINGHAM to Miss ANDREW -

ANSWER 

I have been told that the high schools in the northern suburbs, Casua-, 
rina and Nightc1iff, expect to have an overflow next year. What 
steps are being taken, if any, to establish the Dripstone High 
School or a high school in that area? 

Building of the Dripstone High School is at the moment not planned to­
commence before July 197,7, which ,would mean that the school would 
not be ready until 1979: Representations have been made by parent­
teacher groups and myself, and indeed the Northern Territory Branch 
of the Department of Education, strongly supporting an earlier 
commencement date for Drips tone High School in light of the overflow 
situation at Nightc1iff and Casuarina. However, it is unlikely to be 
commenced before,Juiy 1977. ' 

1226 Mr MANU ELL to Mr RYAN, -

ANSWER 

Is he aware that the chief test pilot who met hiS untimely death in 
the Nomad incident the other day had experienced on two previous 
occasions jamming of the elevator controls on, the aircraft? I was 
wondering whether the Executive Member 'could ascertain the reasons 
for these incidents and provide the House with the information before 

,the House rises. 

Quite obviously the sort of informatiOn the, honourable member for Alice 
Springs is after would be subject to some sort of investigation by 
the Department of Transport.' I would therefore be completely at 
their mercY,as to access to this information. Certainly I could not 
give any guarantee that I would be able to get the information and 
whether or not, if I could get hold of the information, it would be 
during these sittings. However, as I will be. in 'touch with the 
department and the Minister on other matters, I will seek to get this 
information. 

1227 Mr EVERINGHAM to Miss ANDREW -

ANSWER 

, , 

Very recently I,noticeda press release or state~ent by the Attorney­
General, Mr Ellicott QC, indicating that the Commonwealth Government 
would now be 'proceeding, with the setting up of a, Commonwealth 
Superior Court. Would 'there be any benefits irtthe proposed court, 
of which I have very little detail, f~r the Northern Territory? 

Like the honourable member for Jingi1i,I have very little detail ,so I 
am really unable ,to answer,his question, However, to givehini some 
reassurance, the reason I have very little detail, in spite of 
undertakings given to me by the Attorney-General t,hatthe matter 
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would be discussed with representation from the Northern Territory, 
this press statement suddenly appeared in interstate papers, not 
even local papers, that such a court was to be established, There 
is a possibility that the Attorney-General may be arriving in Darwin 
later this week and I am awaiting confirmation of that, If this is 
the case and he does appear, ,lengthy discussions will take place 
between himself and interested parties as to the matter, However, if 
he is unable to come to the Northern Territory, I have been assured 
of some 'preview of the legislation and discussions with him before 
it proceeds. 

1228 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

Can he now advise the House when and where the next Rural Roads Con­
ference will be held? 

The advice that I have from the Department ,of the Northern Territory 
is 'that, subject to possible monetary restrictions, the conference 
is hoped to be held in September in Katherine, 

1229 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

Can he, advise if there Will be another residential land auction in 
Darwin this year? 

I am: unaware of any further proposals to hold a Government land auction 
in Darwin this year. From my understanding of the number of avai1-
able residential sites,-'I would be extremely doubtful that such an 
auction could be held. ' 

1230 Mr MANUELL to'Mr ruxwORTH -

'ANSWER 

Is he aware of any continuing negotiations between the Mage11an Oil 
group of companies and the Government in relation, to the establish­
ment of an oil refinery in A1ice Springs and, Hso have there been 
any further developments towards the establishment of that refinery? 

I am aware that the company and the Department of National Resources in, 
Canberra have held discussions 'over the past six to eight weeks to 
overcome problems of well-head price for their product and the 
distribution of the product from the Mereenie fields and ,the Palm 
Valley fields at Alice, Springs. The last information I had was 
several days ago from the Department of National Resources who 'said 
that there are no problems, so, far as the Government is concerned hold­
ing back the development of . the refinery. It is now a ,matter of pure 
economic's as to whether the company can go ahead, 

1231 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON -

Can he advise me when the street; lighting, in the northern suburbs area 
will be restored - to ,be more specific, in Jingili, Moil, Wagaman, 
A1awa, Nakara, Wanguri and Tiwi? 
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ANSWER 

I have made some inquiries relating to, the upgrading of street light­
ing in'the northern suburbs. The situation has been quite unsatis­
factory. The Darwin Reconstruction Commission has a sizeable budget 
to be spent on upgrading the street lighting in Darwin this financial 
year and I understand that the major roads have a high priority in 
that spending. I hope to have a more detailed statement to present 
to the House later ,on in the week relating to priorities in the up­
grading of street lighting in the northern suburbs, 

1232 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

The honourable Executive Member indicated that so far as he was aware 
no further auctions of land by the Government could be expected in 
Darwin for the rest of this year and I would therefore ask him 
whether he or the Government is doing anything to encourage the L.J. 
Hooker Development Corporation to get on with the subdivision of the 
Brinkin area which has been held up now for the last 5 or 6 years. 

The Darwin Reconstruction Commission has taken an active line in pursu­
ing with the Department of the Northern Territory discussions with 
the Hooker Corporation for the recommencement of their lease develop­
ment. I am aware that the Chairman of the Darwin Reconstruction 
Commission has made personal representations to the Hooker Corpora­
tion and I believe that we should see the fruits of their efforts in 
the near future. 

1233 Mr DONDAS to Mr POLLOCK -

ANSWER 

At the sittings held on 24 February I directed a question without 
notice to the Executive Member regarding the Tiwi ~others' Home. At 
that time he replied that the various authorities were experiencing 
construction problems mainly in airconditioning. Would the honour­
able member please tell me what the situation is regarding the Tiwi 
Mothers' Home as the airconditioning should have been repaired by 

,now. 

I can teil the honourable member quite a deal a,bout the Tiwi Mothers' 
Home and I refer him to pages 403 and 404 of Hansard for Thursday 3 
June 1976 which details what has ,happened at the Tiwi Mothers' Home. 
My understanding ,now is that it should be operational as a hostel 
run by Aboriginal Hostels Limited. 
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1234 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

Honourable members Will recall that at the last sittings of this 
Assembly we were somewhat concerned at the regrettable closure of 
the North Australia Railway. The Executive Member for Transport then 
indicated to us that,he held some hopes that the taking of the 
''Darwin Trader" off tpe shipping route from the east coast to ,Darwin 
might be averted;-there were rumOurs at that time that we were also 
to loose our one sea link to the east coast. I'would like to ask the 
honourable member whether he can give this House any definite 
assurance as to the retention of the "Darwin Trader" on the shipping 
route from Sydney and Brisbane. 

Rumours have persisted on this particular shipping run. I do not know 
where the rumours are coming from. We have had the Shadow Minister 
for Transport state that the ship is definitely going to be taken 
'off the run. However, irrespectivE! of what these people seem to 
think is going to happen, the Minister for Transport told me that 
there has been'no decision whatsoever made to take the "Darwin Trad. 
er" off the run, and that any decision affecting east coast shipping 
will be made after, the inquiry which is being conducted by the 
Bureau of Transport Economics,onwhich, as I said yesterday, I 'hope 
to make a statement later in these sittings. The situation at 
present is that the Minister for Transport has said that the "Darwin 
Trader" will be' retained, pending this inquiry. Just for the record, 
from my own personal point of view- I believe I could be considered 
in some quarters to be sticking my neck out - I do not consider that 
the Government would lea.vethe Northern Territory without a shipping 
service from the east coast. 

1235 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

What is the state of the strata titles legislation which was passed 
through this House some time ago and when is it likely that it will be 
commenced? 

Amongst the ordinances ,awaiting action are the Unit Titles Ordinance, 
the Real Property Ordinance and the Freehold Titles Ordinance and I 
have been advised thatrecolIuiu~ndations for assent are in motion'. That 
is an official advice from the Department of the Northern Territory 
on 6 August. I have had discussions with officers of the Department 
of the Northern Territory with regard to tl1e early commencement of 
this ordinance and I know that they are in the process of preparing 
the regulations that are required and the administrative system that 
has to 'be ,established in the Lands Branch, the Registrar-General's 
office and a ntimber of other gqvernment departments. I have seen a 
list of, bureaucratic desk passing that ,the ,applications will have to 
flow through and I hope to be able, to influence some rationalisation 
0:1; that in the next few weeks. I have been informed that it is hoped 
that the regulations will be presented to this Assembly at the Oct. 
ober session and I know that members from the commercial groups that 
have made' representation to the Secretary of the Department of the 
Northern ,Territory ,have been informed that it is hoped to see the 
legislation commence shortly thereafter. 



QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOnCE - Wednesday 11 August 1976 

1236 Mr MANUELL to Mr POLLOCK -

ANSWER 

My question is on behalf of 
Acoustics Laboratory in 
of the. community or do 
have to travel interstate 

the honourable member for E1sey. Does the 
the Darwin Hospital cater for all sections 

people other than pensioners and Aborigimi1s 
for the fitting of hearing aids? 

There are some administrative difficulties in relation to the provision 
of hearing aids to persons other than pensioners and children. This 
matter is one which I have been pursuing in recent weeks 'and r 'hope 
that, before the end of this current sittings, I ,should be able to 
gi,ve the House a full reply on the matter. 

1237 Mr DONDAS to Mr SPEAKER-

ANSWER 

Are you in a position to give information regarding the Assembly's 
application to the Darwin Reconstruction Commission for land at 
Larrakeyah to be used for a new parliament house? 

I have had some fair warning of this question. The Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs has confirmed that the site sought for a new' 
parliament house at E11iot Point on the Larrakeyah Peninsula is out­
side the .Aborigina11and claim area and that he has no objection to 
the use of the land for any other purpose •. However, the site . in 
question is still part ofa defence reserve and. I have written to 
the Minister for Defence asking' which parts of the reserve not 
required by his department' will be excised from the reserve and 
when. Ori assent of these details, it will then be possible for the 
Darwin Reconstruction Commission to proceed with initial siting 
investigations. 

1238 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

When is it expected that Housing Commission homes sales will recommence 
and has he any indication as to whether the Housing Co~ssion in­
tends to sell partially destroyed homes if the would-be purchaser can 
satisfy the commission that ,he can rebuild· them in a sat~sfactory 
manner? 

At the last session of this As s'emb1y , I advised that the Maj ority Party 
has prepared draft legislation to enable the Northern Territory 
Housing Commission to institute a riew home sales scheme. The Common­
wealth Government and the state governments are currently 1;"enegotiat':" 
ing the terms and conditions that, apply to the ,sale of housing 
commission homes Australia-wide.' New rules have to be established 
with regard to the low interest funds that are 'made available to 
housing commissions .. and any subsequent sale of houses are naturally 
affected by the availability of this finance. I have discussed the 
matter with both the Minister for the Northern 'Territory and the 
Minister for Environment, Housing and Cotnmunity Development. The 
'Minister forEnvironment,Housing and Community Development has 
promised a reply, by next Monday with regard to the implications of· 
my draft bill and hopefully I will then be in a posi tion . either to 
introduce it or to anriouncethe, areas il), which amendmerit will be 
necessary. 
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With regard to the sale of homes in a substandard condition, I have 
discussed this with the Chairman of the Housing Commission and I 
know that commission proposes to look at thisarter the legislation 
has been agreed to. There are implications here because most of the 
home purchasers will be buying the homes with considerable mortgages 
to the Housing C01lilllission and, if the properties were sold in a sub­
standard state, there could be equity problems and subsequent cove­
nants required to get them up to some form of cyclone proof standard. 
However, the commission is receptive to looking at the idea and they 
have promised that they will give it thorough investigation. 

1239 Mr TUNGUTALUM to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

Is it a fact that certain people renting housing accommodation from the 
Department of the Northern Territory at the l3pmile have been asked 
for large amounts of back rent even though the officers of the depart­
ment have previously advised that the rent would only be charged from 
dates after tenancy agreements were finalised? 

I am aware of one instance where a large account has been rendered for 
back rent with regard to a property previously occupied by a person 
even before the cyclone, taking the levy for rent back to July 1975, 
even though the notification for that rent was not issued till April 
1976. The tenants were under the impression that departmental 
officers had stated that their rent would become due from the date of 
notification and are therefore embarrassed by the sizeable accounts 
they have received. I have discussed this matter with officers of the 
Department of the Northern Territory and have been advised that it 
will be necessary for the back rent to be paid. However, they have 
indicated that the Finance-Branch of the department would be prepared 
to discuss suitable terms and conditions for the repayment -of those 
funds. 

1240 Mr VALE to Mr PERRON -

ANSWER 

Can he advise when water and electricity will be connected to the 
school at Tea Tree? 

The upgrading of power and water_ supplies at Tea Tree was deferred 
from the 1975-76 wQrks program during the cut-back period. Funds 
will be made available this year and the water supply is expected to 
be completed by the end of next year. Permanent electricity should 
be connected to the school at Tea Tree - ~ I believe the question is 
mainly concerned with the school itself - before- the'commencement of 
the 1977 school year. In light of the fact that the new school at 
Tea Tree is due for completion later this year and, -may in actual 
fact take pupils this year, funds have been made available to in­
stall a temporary water supply and temporary power to the school as 
soon as it opens. The temporary water supply would be available to 
the town later as an emergency fire fighting facility. 

1241 Mr MANUELL to Mr POLLOCK -

Is it_a fact that no resident psychiatrist 'is in attendance at the 
Alice Springs Hospital at present nor has there been one this year 
and, if so, what steps are being taken to make provision for a 
psychiatrist resident at the Alice Springs Hospital? 
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ANSWER 

It is correct that there is no resident psychiatrist at the Alice 
Springs Hospital at the present time. Arrangements have been made 
by the Department of Health to have a visiting psychiatric service 
from Adelaide on about three days a month. This is a , temporary 
measure but the' department has been able to gain a position in the 
establishment for a psychiatrist and also an understudy and it is 
endeavouring to recruit persons for those positions. They are not 
easy to get but', when they are available, they will be engaged. 

1242 Mr WITHNALL to Miss ANDREW -

ANSWER 

I bring to the honourable member's notice the existence of a noisy, 
riotous and disruptive camping group on Kahlin beach and I ask if 
she will take steps to see that there are regular police patrols 
with a view to keeping the peace in this area? 

I shall draw it to the attention of the Commissioner, 

1243 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

How many sited vacant caravans does the Northern Territory Housing 
Commission and the Department of the Northern Territory have and 
also is he able to tell me how many caravans do they have in their 
various stores? 

I will seek the information and make it available, to the honourable 
member. 

1244 Mrs LAWRIE to MissANDREW -

ANSWER 

Could she advise why some 'students at Casuarina High School have been 
told to sit as, external students for the matriculation examination? 

I am unable' to answer that question at the moment; I will obtain the 
information later in the day. 

1245' Mr KENTISH to Dr LETTS -

ANSWER 

Is he aware that a further case of alleged illegal branding of cattle 
has occurred in the Finniss River Station and the Wagait Reserve 
area and can he advise me if there are any positive' steps being 
taken to establish a fenced boundary between these two areas or does 
any other solution to ~he,problem exist? 

I am aware that there are some allegations concerning misuse of brands 
in the Wagait area but whether it is actually illegal or not has not 
been established and it would, probably take a court case to estab­
lish it. It should be borne in mind that at least one Aboriginal 
group who have been carrying out certain activities with buffalo on 
the Wagait Reserve, have a brand registered for that area, This 
Wagait problem has been with us for many years and I have spoken on 
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it in this chamber on many occasions. As far as trying to reach a 
solution to the prob~em, it is a very complicated matter. There are 
several cattle stations adjoining the reserve which claim to have an 
interest in livestock on the reserve and no doubt some of the popula-' 
tions of unbranded cattle on that reserve emanated from those adjoin­
ing stations. There is a large herd of buffalo also throughout the re­
serve and there are 3 Aboriginal groups now who lay claim to some part 
of the reserve. 

The situation is not unlike that which occurred on the Daly River 
several years ago when there was a conflict between Aboriginal 
groups with rights on the Daly Reserve', and Tipperary and Elizabeth 
Downs Station. That situation was resolved that time by a meeting 
chaired by the Department of the Northern Territory between the 
interested parties and their legal advisers and agreement was' 
reached and it was set down on paper. It seems that the same kind 
of treatment is needed in this case which is even slightly more 
complicated because the boundary between the reserve and Finniss 
River Station is the Finniss River for quite a length of that bound­
ary. This river is agreed by all parties to be unfenceable. There­
fore some adjustment to the boundary either by agreement or by some 
means would be necessary to get a satisfactory resolution of the' 
problem. I can inform' the Assembly, that a meeting of interested 
parties took place on Monday this week at the initiative of a 'police 
sergeant who has someresponsibilities!n th~s area. My understanding 
,of that meeting was that the Department of the Northern Territory and 
the lands administration did not take a sufficient role in that meet~ 
ing by chairing it and bringing the parties together and trying to 
find a positive solution. I believe that the department needs to do 
mdre :tn this regard and I will be using my best efforts see that they 
continue with these negotiations, that the department does take its 
proper role and that a sa'tisiactory conclusion is reached. 

1246 Mr VALE to Dr LETTS -

ANSWER 

Can he tell the Assembly whether at the recen~ meeting of federal and 
state ministers for Primary .Industry rural reconstruction was dis­
cussed and, if so, what was the outcome of these discussions? 

The recent meeting of the Austr.alian Agricultural Council of Common­
wealth and State Ministers threw no new light on the rural recon­
struction finance situation. AS'I mentioned in an answer to a 
question yesterday, this is the one point of the 4 main points 
raised by the Cattlemen's Association which has not yet been satis­
factorily resolved. The position briefly is. that rural- reconstruc­
tion finance,which is a particular segment of the financial support 
area has beenee;tahlished at levels which will apply up until the 
end of this calendar year. As far as the states are concerned. I 
understand that those levelsa.re. satisfactory. It is only in the 
case of' the Northern Territory where I believe that the level is not 

'satisfactory. We'will: not know exactly what the final level of asSis­
tance will be until after the Budget, so we will know as of .Wednesday 
next week .. what the final figure for rural reconstruction is. Then we 
will know for sure whether it. is unsatisfactory. but I .envisage that 
interested people will have to continue pressing the GOvernment for 
additionalfup.ds .to,make sure that all the ne.eds are covered. 
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1247 Mr WITHNALL to Miss ANDREW -

,ANSWER 

In view of many complaints about delays experienced in the Territory by 
members of the public in having legal services rendered without undue 
delay, can the honourable member say to whom any official complaints 
should be directed? 

The Attorney-General. 

1248 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

Can he indicate to me the policy that the Department of the Northern 
Territory ,will adopt to dispose of the caravans that are no longer 
required for' temporary accommodation? 

The Darwin Reconstruction Commission have requested information of the 
Department of the Northern Territory, as the client -department, to ad­
visewhat its continuing requirement is for the necessity to maintain 
transient or temporary type accommodation for Darwin. ' It is hoped 
that the Department of the Northern. Territory, either at the next DRC 
meeting orth~ onefollowing,will be in a positioI). to advise its con­
tinuing requirementwlth regard to demountables and caravans. At that 
stage the DRC will advise the Minister on ,future implications about 
ownership of 'these assets. 

1249 MrBALLANTYNE to Mr POLLOCK -

ANSWER 

Has there been any discussion on charging Aboriginals on settlements 
for electricity and water rates, taking into consideration, that a 
form of revenue could be forthcoming knowing that the majority are 
now on awarq wages? 

The manner of charging all persons living on Aborfginal reserves for 
service charges SUch as water and electricity has been under con­
sideration by the Government for some time. This matter goes back 
some 18 months ago and was' under quite active consideration before 
the change of government. The whole niatter is still unresolved, 
There are many problems as to the reliability of the supply and in 
Darwin at Bagot and in Alice Springs at Amoonguna. European staff 
members are at present charged for electricity from the town supp­
lies. The matter is being considered. 

1250 Mr ROBERTSON to Mr TAMBLING -

I refer to the Town' Planning Board's revised plans in respect of the 
Araluen residential subdivision. Is he aware' that there is wide­
spread and angrily expressed dissatisfaction to that plan by the 
people of Alice ,Springs, its community leaders and by the committee 
of the Araluen Foundation. for Arts, and Cultural Conservatlon? If he 
is so aware, what is his present personal policy to that subdivisional 
proposal? . Will he give an undertaking that the Administrator's Coun­
cil will not deal with the matter until he personally has discussed 
the,matter with the people of Alice Springs? ' 
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ANSWER 

I am aware that there is considerable electoral and community response 
to the proposals at the Ara1uen area. I have received rep­
resentation in this regard. It is not proper for me to talk about 
the course of action that. wi11.be taken by the Administrator's 
Council but I can assure the honourable member that I will be 
speaking with leaders in the A1ice Springs community myself and 
pursuing the matter further before final decisions are taken. 

1251 Mr WITHNALL to Mr POLLOCK -

ANSWER 

I bring to the honourable member's attention the existence of an un­
authorised camping area on the old golf course at East Point and the 
complete inadequacy of the 2 toilets there to service the people who 
are there. Will the Government, including the Department of Health, 
take steps to protect the public from any disease which such over­
crowding may create? 

Another term for this particular place other than "unauthorised 
camping ground" is a temporary caravan park initiated through other 
channels in Darwin. The Department of Health is extremely concerned 
about the matter. The director has had Government representatives 
there and expressed his concern. At times,.I do think that that con­
cern in certain areas falls on deaf ears but it is a matter which is 
under constant review by the department. It is taking all .. action it 
can.to cover the matter. 

1252 Mr KENTISH to Miss ANDREW -

ANSWER 

Are there any plans for the establishment of a police station on the 
Roper River Settlement? 

I am unable to answer that question. I .wi11 endeavour to obtain the 
information later in the day. 

1253 MrMANUELL to Mr TUXWORTH -

ANSWER 

Is it a fact that the proposed establishment of an oil refinery in 
Alice Springs and the associated oil field development from which it 
would be supplied is delayed pending the clarification of the pro-. 
posed AboriginaL land xights legislation? . 

Yes, this is one of the inhibiting factors in the development in the 
Magellal:l oil. refinery and oil and.' gas field, and it depends entirely 
on whether the Aborigina1'Land .Bill provisions will have a retro­
spective effect oh existing mining titles in the Northern Territory. 
This ifil yet to be decided by Federal Cabinet. 

1254 Mr DONDAS to MrRYAN -

What steps are bei,ngtaken to upgrade the repair to the Casuarina Fire 
Station? 
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ANSWER 

About 6 months ago, an amount' of $8,000 was spent to tidy up the Casu. 
arina Fire Station and I have been advised by the Darwin Reconstruc­
tion Commission that they expect to let a contract for the rehabili­
tation of the Casuarina Fire Station towards the end of September, I 
believe the amount of money involved is about $80,000, 

1255 Mr'VALE to Mr PERRON-

ANSWER 

Can he advise when another date has been set that all premises, in Kath­
etine are to be connected to sewerage and, if so, what is that date? 

There has been no particular date set when all premises in Katherine 
should be connected to the sewerage system. The situation as it 
applies generally throughout the Territory is that, when an area is 
sewered, the blocks serviced by the main trunks from then on are 
charged sewerage rates. Persons having septic systems at that time 
can continue to maintain their septic systems until such time as the 
Department of Health declares that the system has been overloaded or 
is unhealthy in any way. The Department of Health can condemn a 
septic system with an order which is issued under the Sewerage 
Regulations that a person must connect to the sewerage system and 
that order specifies the particular time - usually 6 months or so -
that -that, connection must be made. 

1256 MrDONDAS to Mr TAMBLING-

ANSWER 

How many loans have the Home Finance Trustee approved to the end of 
July? What is the total value of those app~ovals? How many loans 
does the Home Finance Trustee have yet to approve and, what is the 
waiting time for a loan to be approved? 

As at the end of July, 603 loans had been approved, with a commitment 
value of just over $18m. As at 6 August, there were 449 applications 
on hand and not yet t,o the approval stage,' With regard to the time 
delay for approval, the current. time from the stage when all require­
ments have been lodged with the Home Finance Trustee to the date of 
approval is between 4 to 5 weeks, 

1257 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

Can he advise us of the ,legal requirement for taxi drivers and passen­
gers to wear seat belts and also has the taxi driver the right to en· 
force passengers to wear seat belts? 

I am not too, sure how I should answer this question. There appears to 
be some- sort of problem with regard to making a legal statement or a 
legal opinion contrary to Standing Orders. I will speak to the hon­
ourable member for Stuart later. 

1258 Mr DONDAS to Miss ANDREW -

Is it true that children from Moil Primary School will be unable to -
attend that school till the middle'of next year? 
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ANSWER 

I believe that Moi1 School has to be upgraded to meet cyclone require­
ments and, in fact, the roof has to come off and certain other re­
pairs have to take place. I believe that in the last 3 weeks of this 
year the lower classes in the school will be using classrooms at 
Wagaman School and' ,that for the first term of next year grades 3 to 
7 will be bus sed daily to Nakara School. 

1259 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr TUXWORTH -

ANSWER 

Honourable members may be aware that the Premier of South Australia, Mr 
Don Duns tan , whilst he adopts a strong conservationist' attitude is 
nevertheless a man with a shrewd business sense. I understand that he 
has been approaching overseas cartels wi th a view to finandng the 
establishment in,South Australia of a uranium enrichment plant. What 
is being done to ensure that any uranium enrichment plant is estab­
lished in the Northern Territory to treat Northern Territory uranium? 
If we are to suffer as some would call it the rape of our resources 
we might as well get all the benefits of the violation, 

Honourable members would be aware that earlier this year the Minister 
for National Resources, MrAnthony, asked private enterprise in Aust~ 
ralia to make bids for the treatment of the uranium oxide into the 
stage of uranium h~xof1uorideso that the benefit of processing this 
product could be kept ,in Australia. I am aware that the Premier of 
South Au~traliahasbeen making overtures so that this enrichment 
plant may be placed in his state. Inquiries that I have made would 
indicate that any such proc,essing plant would require enormous amounts 
of electricity, up to 500 'megawatts, for its operation and that such 
a plant would most likely be situated adjacent to a coal field or an 
enormous oil and gas reserve, neither of which we seem to have in the 
Northern Territory. It would appear that Queensland and Western Aust­
ralia would be in the front running. The decision on where it will 
be put is entirely up to the Federal Government. Unless the econom­
ics of the situation 'indicate that the Northern Territory could pro­
vide the enormous amount of electricity required at the right price, 
there would be little likelihc;>od of our getting sU,ch a facility in 
the Territory. ' 
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1260 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

What steps are being taken to provide . reasonable radio reception to 
isolated areas in the Northern Territory? 

Over the last 12 or 18 months, I have received quite a lot of informa­
tion concerning the installation of 200 kilowatt shortwavetrans­
mitters for the ABC. I wrote to Senator Bishop when he was the Mini­
ster and received conflicting answers about the location and the 
actual whereabouts of the transmitters. So~e people seemed to think 
they were already in Australia and ·the Minister said that they had 
not arrived. I made a similar representation to the present Minister 
who has advised me that they have not been delivered as yet but they. 
should be delivered shortly. 

They have not decided where these transmitters ·will be installed. The 
original idea was to install them. on Cox Peninsula but Cox Peninsula 
has been a bit of a dead duck since the cyclone although they would 
be operational if somebody gaye them some aerials. That is a matter 
I have also taken up with the Minister. They are not too sure that 
they could use Cox Peninsula and I have heard that the possibility is 
that one could ·be placed in Darwin to look after the northern area 
and another one in Alice Springs. With the installation of these 
particular transmitters, the local ABC programs should be beamed ·to 
all parts of the Northern Territory and I am quite hopeful that this 
Will· be undertaken in the near future, although there has been a lot 
of. procrastination to date. 

1261 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr POLLOCK -

ANSWER 

Is it a fact that the lady dealing with adoption procedures.in the Nor­
thern Territory on behalf of the relevant department is presently 
based in Adelaide? If. so, when is she expected to return to the Nor­
thern Territory? Does her residence in Adelaide place an unfair 
burden on people wishing to adopt children in the Northern Territory? . 

The statements which the honourable member for Nightcliff has made are 
news to me as my understanding is that adoptions are basically 
handled here in Darwin, and from my· association with the department 
this has been the case. There is· an ·officer of the department here 
in Darwin ~ I will not name her handling these matters because I 
have been assisting her in some ways. 

1262 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING -

.Is it true that the.DRC has rejected offers from private people to use 
private land as temporary caravan parks? If so, how many offers have 
been rejected and on what basis have they been ·rejected? Also, what 
is ·the cost ·difference between establishing temporary caravan parks 
on public land such as the Tiwi Oval and the old East Point Golf 
Course and private allotments of the same size? If the answer to my 
first question is no, wili he immediately make representations to the 
DRC. to advertise urgently·that the DRC is prepared to look at offers 
from .the private sector to alleviate the problein of inl?ufficient.sites 
for caravans? 



QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Thursday 12 August 1976 

ANSWER 

I have had forewarning of the question but have not been able to ob­
tain the total information sought by the honourable member for Lud­
mi11a. However, I, am in a position to give him an indication of some 
facts that may be 'of ,assistan~e to him. The only areas of private 
land that have been considered by the 'Darwin Reconstruction Commiss­
ion for use as temporary caravan parks are sites that were raised by 
commissioners at a meeting, private land such as, the Sea Breeze Hotel, 
the Fannie Bay Hotel and similar sites. I am not aware of any appli­
cations by private residential owners to the Reconstruction Commiss­
ion to use their own sites for temporary caravan parks, However I 
will have this matter investigated and advise the honourable member 
further. 

1263 Mr MANUELL to Miss ANDREW -

ANSWER 

Is it a fact that the construction of the new school at Tea Tree 
represents a gross departmental error in that the capacity provided 
by the new school far exceeds the need of students in the foresee­
able future? What plans, if any, exist to utilise the facility be­
yond what is needed for schooling purposes? 

I will seek further information regarding this question and inform the 
House at a later date. 

1264 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr,POLLOCK -

ANSWER 

Recently there has been quite a deal of controversy, as all honourable 
members would be aware, -Tii're1ation to proposed changes' to the Medi­
bank system. I ask the honourable Executive Member whether he has 
any infqrmation which may be·of benefit to people in the Territory in 
relation to the proposed new Medibank system for the Territory? 

The matter of Medibank for the No'rthern Territory is a relatively 
simple matter as is, I believe, the whole new arrangement, All per­
sons in the Northern Territory are covered by Medibank 'until such 
times as they decide, for 'personal or economical reasons, that they 
want to opt Qut and join a private fund or join the Medibank private 
scheme. Later today, I am .hopeful of introducing legislation which 
will amend the Hospital and Medical Services Ordinance to accommodate 
the new provisions of Medibank as they will affect the Northern Terri­
tory. Basically, as I said, all persons will be covered under the, 
standard Medibank. coverage which is the 2.5% tax levy on persons up 
to $300 for a married couple or $150 for a single person, This will 
entitle all persons to·freemedica1 attention in hospitals as a 
standard patient; they will be able to receive free treatment by a 
doctor at a government hospital or,. if they attend a private practit­
ioner" 85% of the' set fee for medical services provided·by a doctor. 
If, of course,a doctor bulk-bills, they do not really have to pay 
anything. . If how,ever a pers,on decides he wants to be treated in 
hospital by a private practitioner or wants intermediate or private 
ward facilities provided by those doctors, they will then need to 
take out private insurance either through the Medibank scheme or with 
a private insurance company, whichever they chose. There will be a 
charge made against those persons through their funds for an inter­
mediate coverage of $40 per day for a hospital bed or $60 for .private, 
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In addition" for persons who are insured but are treated as standard 
patients in a hospital, there will, be a $20 a, day charge made against 
their fund. 

It also has been proposed that persons who have taken out private insur­
ance who attend at gover~ment hospitals or clinics be charged $5 per 
day a visit. However, I have made representations to the Minister to 
have this particular fee not proceeded'with in the Northern Territory. 
He has made certain recommendations to the Prime Minister and I am 
quite confident that that fee will not be imposed in the Northern 
Territory. 

1265 Mr DONDAS to Mr POLLOCK -

ANSWER 

How will Medibank affect 2 income families? 

I thought I had covered that but I will make it quite clear ,that under 
Medibank no family can pay more than $300 for a standard coverage. 
For 2 income families, there is a limit of $300, for a single person 
$150. It can be less than $300 depending on your income. Of course, 
a 2 income family would be above $300 in the 2.5% levy but $300 is 
the limit. 

1266 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK -

ANSWER 

Does the department intend to proceed with the purchase of the Nomad 
aircraft and, if so, when is the first delivery expected? Is he also 
aware of press reports that the individual cost of this aircraft is 
now in the order of $0.5m? 

I am unaware of press reports in relation to the cost structure of the 
aircraft. The Government has decided that it will buy the Nomad' 
aircraft for the Department of Health and this much against the 
grain of the department, I might add. It has fought this tooth and 
nail but unfortunately Cabinet has decided on 2'occasions that the 
Department of Health Aerial Medical Service in the Northern Terri­
tory will have the Nomad aircraft and at this stage that is what the 
decision is. It is a decision which has been imposed upon the 
department. In relation to the delivery,I am advised that the 
delivery of the aircraft is now indefinite in view of recent events 
and the department is taking appropriate measures to ensure that air­
craft are available for ,the continuance of the, service. As I ,men­
tioned the' other day, some of the Dove aircraft which are in service 
at the moment are due to be retired later this year - November, I 
think, one and about April-May for another - because they will be 
just out of hours and beyond economic reconditioning; the department 
is looking around and seeing what other aircraft it can either hire 
or lease to ensure that the service' is properly and adeCfuately main­
tained. 

1267 'Mr KENTISH to Dr LETTS -

Has the Australian Government completed the task of cooperating with 
the Indonesian Government in eradicating foot and mouth disease on 
the island,of Bali? 
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ANSWER 

I understand that the problem of foot and mouth disease in the Bali 
area.has been overcome but I will check the facts with my depart­
mentaL advisers and confirm that to the honourable member later in 
the sittings. 

1268 Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

Is he aware that in the last week the South Australian Government is 
reputed to have received a grant from the Federal Government of $2Om 
for nat.ional highway development including upgrading of the Stuart 
Highway? If so is the honourable member aware of what proportion of 
that $2Om does the South Australian Government intend placing towards 
the Stuart Highway development? 

I have been in touch with the Federal Minister for Transport on this 
matter and this morning received a call from the secretary of the 
department and he.advised me. that the money had been granted to South 
Australia. However, unfortunately for the Northern Territory, the 
amount of money contained in the grant relating to the Stuart Highway 
is only for maintenance, so it appears. that this financial year no­
thing will be done for. the improvement of the'Stuart Highway south of 
the border. He also added that' there has been some investigation in­
to the possible route of the new road when and if it finally startsl 
there are several options as to which course the road will follow. 
One is through the defence .. base' at Woomera; this would cut about 60 
miles off the length of the road which would be a quite significant 
saving in money. Howev~r~the analysing of these ,options is now 
under way and, hopefully, they will decide. where the road can go and 
then possibly some money will be made available, hopefully in the 
next financial year, to enable them to begin the construction of that 
road to bring it up to an all-weather highway. 

1269 Mr STEELE to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

.When will the dirt heaps at the 2i-mile depot be shifted? Has the work 
commenced and, if so, when will it be completed? 

This inquiry has'been placed, upon me apart from the question that the 
honourable membe~ for Ludmilla has aSked. Several weeks ago I had a 
letter from some·people asking me the same question and I contacted 
the.DRC .and was advised that they were going to cease stockpiling of 

,material. I did notice that within the next week that trucks were 
still dumping material there. I will take the matter up again with 
,the DRC. I did speak to them about the fact that they were still 
dumping material there and there seems to be a little bit of confus­
ion as' to exactly what 'is going to take place out there. But I 
think it is important that it ceases to be used as a dump because 
quite obviously the dust and rubbish that is being blown onto the 
people living just behind the 2~ile depot is rather inconvenient. 

1270 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr PERRON -

Could it .be advantageous for Katherine and Tennant Cteekto engage 
their own local government experts arid advise the Department of the 
Northern Territory of the terms and conditions under" which these 
towns would accept. local government? 
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ANSWER 

I believe that the question related' to 'the town ,management boards in 
Katherine and Tennant Creek engaging, their own consultants although 
the words "town management board" were not used. No doubt it would be 
advantageous if the town management boards did engage a consultant to 
advise them on the aspects of local government in those small centres. 
However, the constitution of the town management boards under the 
ordinance forbids them from engaging anyone at all because they have 
no financial.status whatsoever. The boards are purely advisory boards 
to the Administrator and cannot engage any staff whatsoever. They 
have no budget at all. 

I believe that the Government would be responsive to an application 
from either of the town management boards to supply an expert on 
local government to advise on any questions pertaining to the trans­
fer of local authority to the area. It is a matter, for negotiation 

·between the town management boards and the Government and I think 
that the Government would recognise its re,sponsibility to give every 
ass:!.s,tance possible to the boards and to answer any questions they 
would have as to the effect of any proposals that they might put 
forward. 

1271 Mr EVERINGHAM to Miss ANDREW -

ANSWER 

At present, there is only one person engaged in serving process and 
executing process and warrants out of the Supreme Court and local 
courts of Darwin. When will appointments of up to 4 bailiffs be 
made to the Supreme Court and local courts? 

Whilst the department is most concerned with the matter, I am unable to 
give any definite dates. 

1272 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK -

ANSWER 

1273 

Is it correct, as indicated in the NT News, that it is the action of 
this Assembly that ,has put the future of the regional councils in 
doubt? 

Quite definitely nO. The future role of the regional councils in the 
Australian Assistance Plan was' put in doubt some couple of months ago 
when the Minister for Social 'Security announced that the Commonwealth 
would no longer fund these organisations beyond the 30 June 1977. In 
consequence, the states and the Territory have to decide what future 
role these organisations have to play in the community. ·If anything, 

. it is the setting up of ,the select committee which will possibly 
secure the future of these organisations, rather than wipe them. off 
the books. I think that in some ways yesterday's reports were. 
inaccurate, inaccurately presented at least to the public, and that 
aspect of, our decision has been lost in a mire of other big letters. 

Mr KENTISH to Mr POLLOCK -

I ask a series of questions relating to a reply to a question in 1974 
which is going back a way. I refer to an 'intention by the then Mini­
ster for Aboriginal Affairs. tppurchase an Aboriginal interest in the 
Perkins Shipping and Mining Corporation. Can the honourable member 
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ANSWER 

inform me if this interest has been purchased and to what extent; 
whether the services as a result have been improved; whether the 
Darwin terminal is improved and .1anding facilities at outstatioris have 
been improved; and how many Aboriginal people are employed on the 
barge side of the, enterprise? The Minister said that he felt the 
concept of a partnership ·in ,which skilled non-Aboriginals provide 
expertise in the early stages of such projects should guarantee their 
success. .Can the honour~b1e member advise me whether the Aboriginals 
have assumed full control by now of all operations and, if not, why 
not? 

The situation is at the moment, as I understand it, that a holding com­
pany, known as the Arnhem Transport Company which is Aborigina10wned, 
has a 75 per cent interest in the Perkins Company ~ the full title 
eludes my memory. With relation to the upgrading of facilities and 
so forth, I do not know what has happened in relation to the Darwin 
wharf area but with relation to Aboriginal communities and settle­
ments I believe that a program to upgrade these facilities is suffer­
ing from financial restraints. The Department of Aboriginal Affairs 
has prepared a program, but apart from the planning stages of that 
program at this stage ·nothing material has arisen to improve the 
facilities at outstations. There are 5 Aboriginal persons employed 
.in the company; 2 as apprentice mechanics, 2 deck boys and 1 plant 
operator. Beyond that at this stage I am unable to provide the mem_ 
ber with further information. ' 

1274 Mr VALE to Miss 'ANDREW -

ANSWER 

My question concerns yester4ay's press report concerning trouble at 
Rabbit Flat. Can she ad~i;e' if she has any further information con­
cerning what caused the police to be flown out to that remote area? 

I ,am sorry, I have been unable to 
than what has come over the press. 
Commissioner and I hope to be able 
in the day. 

further information other 
I am liaising with the 
the information later 

get any 
However, 

to provide 

1275 Mr TUNGUTALUM to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

Edmund Road opposite Skewes' store at'Humpty Doo needs rebuilding, Has 
the work started on this road and, if not, why not? 

I have been in touch with the department about Edmund Road. I was ask­
ed thisquesticin by' the honourable member for Tiwi I think at the 
last'sittings and I thought I had obtained an answer. I spoke to 
'the Department of Construction and they advised me that the road was 
damagedrilt1:1er badly during the wet arid some maintenance .had taken 
place already; this is relating to grading the road to fill in the 
holes' left, from vehicles, that were bogged. There has been some 
patching done on the more serious areas after the grading and further 
general patching andmaintenarice of the road is exp'ected to: begin in 
about another month.' 
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1276 Mr EVERINGHAM to,Mr TUXWORTH -

ANSWER 

This question follows on a question I asked of the honourable member 
yesterday. He said that it would be unlikely that the Northern Terr­
itory would see the'setting up of a uranium enrichment plant here to 
process uranium, if it is in fact mined in the Northern Territory, 
because of a likely shortage of power to run such a plant which 
apparently requires' huge reserves of electricity. Has any considera­
tion been 'given by him or by the Mines or Resources Branch to the 
establishment of an ,atomic' power station, not only to operate the 
uranium enrichment plant but to supply the requirements of Darwin for 
the future, particularly when consideration is now apparently being 
given'to a coal-fired power station on Quarantine Island in East Arm? 

The concept of an atomic power station has been considered in some 
quarters but it is highly unlikely that it could operate in an area 
and environment such as Darwin because an atomic power station as 
such would turn out much more power than the whole of the Northern 
Territory and a uranium processing plant could consume, and it would 
not be economic from that point of view. The economics relating to 
setting 'up a processing plant here will' not be a decision of our­
selves or the Atomic ,Energy Commission but primarily of business; it 
is a matter of whether you take 500,000 tons of coal to Darwin to 
treat 3,000 tons, of uranium oxide or take 3,060 tons of uranium 'oxide 
to the coal basin, and it is highly probable that the latter would be 
the most attractive procedure. 

1277 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

Will he direct me to that .part of the law which will exp.1ain whether it 
is the responsibility of a taxi driver to ensure that his passengers 
wear seat belts?· ' 

I will direct him tq that part of the law; it is in the library, Mr 
Speaker, in the ordinance. 

1278 MrKENTISH to Mr PERRON-

ANSWER 

Fora considerable time, I have asked questions about the erection of 
a light on the Stuart Highway at the entrance to Farrell Crescent and 
I was pleased that on the last sitting day in June to notice that a 
lamp had been erected on a pole. When is the lamp likely to be lit 
or activat'ed?' 

I will see~ the information and supply an answer during these sittings, 

1279 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr.LETTS -

ANSWER 

Has the honourable member any idea if and when his National ParkS and 
Wildlife Ordinance passed through this Assembly will receive assent? 

The nearest I could get to that would be in the near future, The Mini­
ster ,for the Environment wasfn Darwin recently and disc~ssions 'Were 
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held with him by 2 of our executive members. I subsequently 'saw him 
in Sydney. There,appears to be no conflict as far as the Department 
of Environment is concerned between our ordinance and the national 
act to prevent the commencement of this ordinance, There are some 
Treasury and financial considerations which will have ,to be finalised 
ih. discussion. 1. would hope ,that it 'will be assented to and commenc­
ed in the near future. 

1280 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

There is a shortage of police in the Territory. Has the Motor Vehicle 
Registry ,considered setting up a motor vehicles registration branch 
at Nhu1unbuy to relieve the police work in that area? 

I do not know whether it has been considered; I will find out and 
adyise the Assembly in the sittings, 

1281 - 1284 See Questions on Notice 

1285 Mr,EVERINGHAM to Mr POLLOCK -

ANSWER 

,Has his attention been' drawn to the remarks of the honourable Mr Just­
ice Foster in the Supreme'Court concerning the lack of physchiatric 
services at Mice Springs? 

I dia hear the remarks of the Judge of the Supreme Court., ,As I did 
mention yesterday,. the Department of Rea1th has made application, to 
the Public Service Boar'cf 'for a position of psychiatrist at Alice 
Springs, This application was made last month. There is a position 
of psychiatric registrar at A1ice Springs but this is vacant at the 

'moment. I am advised that it is difficult to fill that position with": 
out the more senior position of psychiatrist being filled at the hos­
pital. The psychiatric registrar position arose because a person 
from Me1bo~rne University did 'come to Alice Springs for 12 months 

,during a training period but it is quite difficult to get him re­
placed without the more senior position being available. The absence 
of these services at Alice Springs is causing the department some 
concern and it is hopeful ,of having the position created and filled, 

1286 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

Can he advise me whether the two juvenile facilities promised by the 
'Minister are in fact on the capital works program for 1976-77? 

Design wo~kis in progress for the repair and construction of Essington 
House' for use as a juvenile training facility, Furt~er study is 
being carried out 'in, conjunction with the Department of the Northern 
Terr:I;toryin relation to the juvenile security centre and provision 
has been made :in the works program for 1976-77 for both of these 
workS. I would also indicate that the Deputy Secretary of the 

'Department of the Northern Territory has indicated in the DRC that 
there may possibly need to be some review,of the actual ,use to which, 
Essington House 'is put. 
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1287 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

Can he advise if the Deputy Secretary in his position with the DRC is 
aware that I have a firm undertaking from the Minister for the Nor­
thern Territory that the two juvenile facilities. one at ,Berrimah and 
one at Anu1a or Wu1agi, will be commenced? There was no suggestion 
that Essington House wa,s to ,be reconstructed for the purpose which 
it served so poorly. 

There is no way in the world that I would endeavour to speak for Mr 
Dwyer. However, I will bring the honourable member's remarks to his 
attention. 

1288Mr MANUELL to Mr PERRON -

ANSWER 

Are the bylaw making powers under the Local Government Ordinance defec­
tive in their present form and, secondly, has the Municipality, of 
Alice Springs any right to the claim. that it is unable to adopt any 
'bylaws under this' ordinance? 

The section of the Local Government Ordinance relating to bylaw making 
powers requires considerable consolidation and refinement of express­
ion to ensure that bylaws are valid and suitable to the needs of any 
council concerned. Officers of the Department of the Northern Terri­
tory in conjunction with the Corporation of t.he City of Darwin and 
the Municipality of Alice Springs are investigating various proposals 
for revision of this section of the ordinance. The corporation in 
A1ice Springs' claim that they' cannot introduce any bylaws under the 
ordinance is incorrect. Although there are no model bylaws set' out 
in the current Local Government Ordinance, any bylaw proposed by a 
corporation will be checked by Crown Law to ensure that it is within' 
the powers and consistent'with the ordinance and any other ordinance 
in the Northern Territory. 

1289 Mr DONPAS to Mr POLLOC~ -

ANSWER 

Is he able to indicate when the Block 8 cafeteria will be opened? 

I am losing faith that it ever will be but I will endeavour to,firid 
out. 

1290 Mr EVERINGHAM toMr RYAN -

ANSWER 

The hQnourabtemember may have heard reports some few days 
the, Minister for Defence had issued an edict requiring the 
defence purposes of the present Darwin Airport terminal area 
5 years. Are planning steps now being taken to provide an 
ative civilian terminal adjacent to the Darwin Airport? 

ago that 
use for 

within 
a1tern-

I do not know exactly what is happeriing. I know that it has been 
planned for some time to establish a new terminal at another point 
on the airfield. The information reported in the media was that, 
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the Air Force will require the present terminal area. I would like 
to add that where the terminal is situated at the moment is pretty 
unsatisfactory because it is cramped up. I do not know where they 
plan to shift it; there have been seve.ralsuggestions as to where it 
might be put but I assume that this will happen in due course. 

1291 Mr VALE to Mr TUXWORTH -

ANSWER 

What development has taken place in the MOunt Isa Mines McArthur River 
lease? 

To the best of my knowledge, there has been no further progress on 
those leases and there is not likely to be any until MOunt Isa Mines 
gets title to its grounds. 

1292 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr POLLOCK (by leave): The honourable member for Port Darwin asked a 
question the other day in relation to Eco1i counts at Doctors Gully. 
The detailed information of counts taken weekly from 22 January 1975 
to 30 June 1976 is available and I ask that the answer to the quest­
ion be incorporated in Hansard. 

Leave granted. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF WATER : 1975/76 

DVCTORS·GULLY CoUforms Faeaa l Strep. Faeaal CoU 
/100 mt /100 ml /100 ml 

3 Deaember 2,000 380 240 
10 Deaember 2,500 430 100 
17 Deaember 1,400 280 650 
24 Deaember (nil repo:i't J. 
31,Deaember (nil report) 

7 Januq.ry 650 130 210 
14 January 170 180 140 
21 Jan'U(JK'Y 27,000 2,800 500 
28 January 430 150 80 
,4 February 280 70 50 

11 Feb'1'Ui:a>y ~ 960 154 150 
18 February 290 630 250 
25 February, 28,000 2,800 1.400 

3 Marah 3,600 1,100 170 
10 M:lrah 440 70 20 
17 Marah 4,500 170 tmta 
24 M:lrah 400 580 30 
31 M:lrah 380 1,160 60 

7 April 40 8 14 
14 April 280 nit 90 
21 April 160 2 140 
28 April 560 130 58 
5 May 4 10 0 

12 May 300 70 42 
1.9 May 720 620 110 
26 May 370 66 66 

2 Ju'yte, 350 , 20 42 
9 June 900 96 160 

16 June 300 110 50 
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23 June 1.100 52 60 
30 June 186 14 24 

tmtc = too many to count 

nit = not tested 

BACTERIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF WATER : 1975 

DOCTORS GULLY Coliforms Faecal Strep. Faecal Coli Temp. 
/100 ml /100 ml . /10Oml 

22 January 1975 320 70 150 3~C 
5 February 250 650 70 32

0
C 

12 February 900 250 30 3}C 
. 19 February 640 180 140 2 C 
27 February 50 0 0 3~C 

5 March 180 90 70 3
f

C 
12 March 3.400 1.000 760 2 C 
19 March 500 80 8 3~C 
2 April 560 88 90 29 C 
9 April 800 160 280 2~C 

16 April 770 90 28 2(fC 
24 April 110 26 32 3 C 
30 April 140 16 22 2~lf C 
7 May 110 32 10 3 C 

14 May 110 12 16 2lc 
21 May 80 76 10 2~C 
28 May 94 10 16 26 C 
4 June 40 0 0 2~C 

11 June 420 24 60 2 C 
18 June 92 36 28 .2f.c 
25 June 108 40 28 2~C 
2 July 2 8 2 2 C 
9 July 150 18 48 2~C 

16 July 990 200 32 2 C 
23 July 28 4 28 2~C 
30 July 100 8 10 2C 

6 August 280 120 26.~C 
13 August 150 130 14 26. C 
20 August 90 130 14 2~lf C 
27 August 0 8 0 2

f
C 

3 September 94 34 48 2 C 
10 September 20 230 6 27.~C 
17 September 220 200 190 2} C 
24 September 26 120 10 2 C 
1 October 150 54 32 2~C 
8 October 2.000 300 2.000 ·3 C 

15 october 42 560 36 3~C 
6 Qovember 310 80 3 C 

12 November 20 14 14 3~C 
19 November 140 26 28 3 C 
26 November 8 12 2 3(f C 

Bacteriological Quality of Recreational Waters * 
Faecal coliform level 
(organisms /100 ml) Classification 

2.000 Heavily polluted. water objectionable 
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200 - 2,000 
50 - 200 
50 

Distinct pollution 
Slight pollution 
Satisfactory water 

* modified from "A compilation of Australian Water Quality Criteria" 
Australian Water Resources Council Technical Paper No, 7. 

1293 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr PERRON -(by leave) : The honourable member for Port Darwin asked if I 
could confirm that the outfa11 at Docfors Gully was in fact damaged 
and in a most unsatisfactory condition and what steps would be taken 
to avert any threat to health. The restoration of Doctors Gully out­
fall .is included in the Darwin Reconstruction Commission's 1976-77 
works program; an amount of -$400,000 has been authorised and the 
project is to replace sections of the outfa11 which had been damaged 
by ships' anchors during cyclone Tracy. 

1294 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr RYAN (by leave): I wish to answer a question asked by the honour~ 
able member for A1ice Springs concerning the recent air crash of the 
Nomad. Whilst I was speaking to the Secretary of the Department of 
Transport this morning I-mentioned to him that I had been asked this 
question and he advised'me that the aircraft was an experimental 
aircraft. It did not relate particularly to the aircraft which are 
being delivered in Darwin. He told me that they are presently in­
vestigating the causes of the crash. He did not intend to advise me 
specially when -the investigation was completed but when _ it is com­
pieted, the findings will be released to the press. 
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10 August 1976 - 12 August 1976 

Aboriginal land rights (Vale) 1211 
Aboriginal settlements, electricity 

and water rates (Ballantyne) 1249 
Adoption procedures (Lawrie) 1261 
Alice Springs - - -

bylaw-making powers (Manuell) 1288 
hospital, psychiatrist (Manuell) 1241 
judge's remarks on psychiatric ser~ 

vice (Everingham) 1285 
legal aid office- (Manuell) 1213 
oil refinery (Manuell) 1230, 1253 
orthodondist (Manuell) 1221 
railway reserve (Manuell) l120A 

Araluen subdivision (Robertson) 1250 
Atomic power station (Everingham) 1276 
Bailiffs for Darwin courts (Everingham) 

1271 
Bako Building Constructions (Dondas) 

1222 
Bali, foot and mouth disease (Kentish) 

1267 
Block 8 cafeteria (Dondas) 1289 
Branding, illegal (Kentish) 1245 
Brinkin subdivision (Everingham) 1232 
Bus services (Dondas) 1205 
Bylaw-making powers (Manuell) 1288 
Caravans, Housing Commission and ' 

Department of NT (Dondas) 1243, 1248 
Caravan parks on private land (Steele) 

1262 
Carry-on finance for cattle industry 

(Withnall) 1214 
Casuarina fire station (Dondas) 1254 
Casuarina High School, external matric 

students (Lawrie) 1244 
"Colonel Chuck Ch under" (Manuell) 1121 
Commonwealth Superior Court (Everin-

gham) 1227 ' 
Creole (Kentish) 1210 
Darwin Airport (Everingham) 1290 
Darwin Harbour (see E coli counts) 
Darwin Hospital acoustic laboratory 

(Manuell) 1236 
Darwi~ Rifle Club (Steele) 1207 
"Darwin Trader" (Everingham) 1234 
Depot at 2+ mile, dirt heaps (Stee-le) 

1269 
Doctors Gully sewer (Withnall) 1204, 

1293 
,Dripstone High School (Everingham) 1225 

East Point caravan park (Withnall) 1251 
E coli counts (Withnall) 1208, 1292 
Edmund Road, Humpty Doo (Tungutalum) 

1275 
Executive Members and conferences 

(Steele) 1200 
Farrell Crescent, light (Kentish) 1278 
Government homes sales scheme (Lawrie) 

1223 
Groote Eylandt, lack of doctor (Bal-

lantyne) 1;;'18 
Home Finance Trustee (Steele) 1202; 

(Dondas) 1256 
Housing Commission -

caravans (Dondas) 1243 
home sales (Lawrie) 1238 
proposed caravan park (Dondas) 1209 

Juvenile offenders, facilities (Lawrie) 
1206, 1286, 1287 ' 

Kahlin Beach, noisy campers (Withnall) 
1242 

Katherine -
local government (Ballantyne) 1270 
meatworks (Lawrie) 1216 
sewerage (Vale) 1255 

Land auction (Dondas) 1229 
Legal delays (With naIl) 1247 
McArthur River, Mount Isa Mines (Vale) 

1291 
Medibank (Everingham) 1264; (Dondas) 

1265 
Moil Primary SchOOl (Dondas) 1258 
National Parks and Wildlife Ordinance, 

assent (Lawrie) 1279 
Nhulunbuy -

Commonwealth houses-maintenance 
(Ballantyne) 1193 

motor vehicle registration branch 
(Ballantyne) 1280 

Nomad aircraft (Vale) 1219, 1266; 
(Manuell) 1226, 1294 

North Australia Railway -' 
resleepering (Lawrie) 1122 
loss last year (Manuell) 1195 
salaries and wages (Manuell) 1196 

Parliament house {Dondas) 1237 
Pedestrian crossings (Steele) 1217 
Perk ins Shipping and Mining Co (Ken-

tish) 1273 
Pidgin English (see Creole) 
Public servants from Brisbane (With­

nall) 1212 
Rabbit Flat trouble (Vale) 1274 
Radio reception in isolated areas 

(Vale) 1260 
Regional Councils for Social Develop­

ment (Kentish) 1192; (Vale) 1272 
Rent at l3-mile (Tungutalum) 1239 
Roper River, police station (Kentish) 

1252 
Rural construction (Vale),1246 
Rural Roads Confe-rence (Vale) 1228 
Secretary of department, residence in 

. NT (Lawrie )1220 
"Stop" lights (Steele) 1215, 1217 
Strata titles legislation (Lawrie) , 

1235 
Street lighting, northern suburbs 

(Dondas) 1231 
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Stuart Highway (Manuell) 1268 
Tarcoola-Alice Springs rail link (Ma­

nuell) 1201 
Taxis, seat belts (Vale) 1257, 1277 
Tea Tree School (Vale) 1240; (Manuell) 

1263 
Tennant Creek -

orthodondist (Manuell) 1221 

local government (Ballantyne) 1270 
Tiwi Mothers Home (Dondas) 1233 
Transport inquiry (Vale) 1203 
Uranium enrichment plant (Everingham) 

1259 
Wagait Reserve, illegal branding 

(Kentish) 1245 
Yuendumu, water supply (Vale) 1224 


