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Northern Territory Department of Correctional Services 

Answers to Questions Taken on Notice 

Public Hearing – ‘Ice’ Select Committee 

(Friday 19 June 2015) 

1. What is the breakdown between urban Indigenous and remote Indigenous youth 

offenders in correctional facilities? 

Please refer to the Northern Territory Department of Correctional Services Annual 

Statistics Report 2013-14: Table 19 Distinct adults received by correctional institution, 

place of origin and indigenous status, and Table 26 Distinct youths received by last 

known address, age and Indigenous status.  The Annual Statistics Report 2013-14 is 

available at: http://www.nt.gov.au/justice/policycoord/researchstats/documents/2013-

14%20NTCS%20Annual%20Statistics.pdf  (copies of Tables 19 and 26 are attached). 

Additionally, on 19 June 2015 the youth Detention Daily Census identified the following 

places of residence: 

Alice Springs Youth Detention Centre: 16 detainees – 15 males of which 5 were 

sentenced and 10 were on remand; and 1 female on remand.  Larapinta Valley Camp 

(1); Alice Springs (9); Ali Curung (2); Hidden Valley Camp (1); Charles Creek Camp (1); 

Yuendumu (2). 

Don Dale Youth Detention Centre: 29 detainees – 23 males of which 4 were sentenced 

and 19 were on remand; and 6 females of which 2 were sentenced and 4 were on 

remand.  Darwin (14); Palmerston (7); Katherine (1); Alice Springs (4); Maningrida (1); 

Borroloola (1); Groote Eylandt (1). 

2. What services are currently available to clients in youth detention facilities? 

On reception each detainee undertakes the YLS/CMI (Youth Level of Service/Case 

Management Inventory) an actuarial risk assessment tool used to inform case planning, 

criminogenic needs and treatment needs.  It is important to note that criminogenic or 

offending specific programs can only be delivered to detainees who have been 

sentenced to detention, with the exception of CHART (see below).  

Assessments are also undertaken for violent offenders (SAVRY) and sexual offenders 

(ERASOR/JSOAP). 

The Department of Health (DoH) undertakes all medical assessments when young 

people are first admitted to a detention centre.  Ongoing medical attention and treatment 

are facilitated by DoH; this includes assisting with the management of a detainee who 

has been placed at-risk. DoH will establish an Individual Management Plan (IMP) for the 

period the detainee remains at–risk.  An IMP can only cease at the direction of DoH.  

Please note currently there are no dedicated child and adolescent forensic mental health 

services available in the Territory and as such NTDCS liaises with Forensic Mental 

Health (adult service). 

Programs include:  
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• Safe Sober Strong – a psycho-educational program that aims to increase an 

individual’s awareness of their offending behaviour  

• CHART – Changing Habits and Reaching Targets – a structured, individual 

intervention program for young people who require moderate and high intervention to 

reduce their risk of re-offending  . 

• Step Up – violence program – an offence-focused program that aims to increase 

awareness and reduce incidents of aggression and violence. 

• Individualised violent offender intervention. 

• Individualised sex offender intervention. 

• The Department of Education, via the detention centre based schools also facilitate 

the delivery of programs covering topics such as: alcohol and other drugs; 

understanding the law; driving classes; VET programs such as cooking classes and 

animal husbandry; and pathways to training and employment. 

• The SEED program (Seek Education or Employment not Detention) is a NTDCS 

program similar in approach to that of Sentenced to a Job that identifies employment 

and education pathways for detainees. 

• Other non-offence specific programs are also offered in detention including art, sport 

and recreation, and self-awareness/confidence building programs. 

3. Can you provide the Committee with information on the Biosens machines  

Please find attached brochure on the Biosense Narcotics Detection system. 
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