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Mr HATTON: Thank you for gathering together to give us a chance to speak with you today. If | may introduce myself,
my name is Steve Hatton. | am the chairman of a committee of the Northern Territory parliament. | have with me someone
you know really well, Wesley Lanhupuy. He is also a member of our committee. In the book we have just circulated
around, if you look at the back page, you will see there the pictures of the members of the committee. There are 6 members
of our committee and it is different to all the other committees of the parliament, because this one has 3 people from the
government, from the CLP side, and 3 people from the Labor Party side. The same number from each - 3 and 3. Thisisthe
only committee this parliament has ever had where the numbers are equal. That is because, on the subject we are talking
about today, the Labor Party and the CLP people in the parliament are all working together. We are not fighting on this
one. We are all working together and trying to fix this up rather than having big arguments all the time.

What we are doing is going around to start work on writing a special law for the Northern Territory, or to help the people
to start to write aspecia law for the Northern Territory. It is called a constitution. It is a new thing. We are not coming
today to ask you to tell us what you think should go into this. We have come to explain what we are doing and to ask you
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to start to think about this, to talk about it in your community and to get some ideas together on what you think should go
into thislaw. We will come back later this year or maybe early next year, and you will then be able to tell us what you
think should go into this law. So today we are hereto tell you what we are doing, not to ask you to tell us what you think
we need to change. We are here to ask you to help us and to help yourselves in making this law.

A constitution is adifferent law to the sort of normal stuff you hear about. Y ou know that governments come in and they
make laws and the laws are going that way, and then they change the government and suddenly the law is going back this
way again. It keeps changing backwards and forwards. That confuses alot of people. Particularly | know that Aboriginal
people say: "Why can't the white people make up their minds where they want the law to go? Aboriginal people have their
law and their law has been there for thousands of years, and it keeps going the same way all the time. It does not change. It
tells people how they have to live and what is important in how they should live and how they mix with each other. Y our
law gives the people their rights and everything and it putsit all together and it is always the same. It iswhere your lifeis
built.

In the white man's laws we have one special sort of law, called a constitution, which islikethat. It isalaw that is not made
by the government. It isalaw that is made by the people. The people write this law and they put thislaw so it is the boss
over the top of the government. It tells the government what the government can do and it tells the government what it
cannot do. It says: 'Okay, thisisthe way we are going to go. Thisis how you are going to work with each other, how you
are going to live together'. It includes your really important rights, the rights that you want to protect, rights that you say
are so important that you do not want any government to muck around with them. Y ou say that you are going to make
them safe and put them in this special peopl€e's law. Y ou put that there and you say: 'That is the way this Northern Territory
isgoing to go'.

That is when the people say that, and the government has to work under that. It cannot go outside that law and the
government cannot change that law because that 1aw is made by the people. The only way that |aw can be changed isif all
the people say they want to changeit. It keeps going the same way all the time unless al the people say: 'Oh, we will make
alittle bit of achange, but only alittle bit', whatever.

Do you remember that, last year, you had to vote in what they call areferendum to amend the Australian Constitution?
They had to ask you. Y ou had to vote 'yes or you had to vote 'no' on 4 questions. Do you remember that? Well, that is the
same sort of thing. That is the constitution that sits over the top of the government in Canberra. That isthe law that tells
them what they can do and it tells them what they cannot do. Last year, the Canberra government wanted to change that
law, but they had to go and ask the people, didn't they? And the people said: No, we do not want to change that law.' So
the government could not changeit. It is the peopl€e's law.

That iswhat a constitution is and all the governmentsin Australia, al of them - in Canberra, New South Wales, Victoria,
Western Australia, Queensland, South Australia and Tasmania - they each have a constitution over the top of them. Only
the Northern Territory does not have this law.

We do not have that law. No one has ever gone to the people and said: 'Y ou tell us how you want this Northern Territory
to work. Y ou write the law'. They have never done that before and, because we have not got this law for the Northern
Territory, what happens is that the government in Canberra can do whatever it likesin the Northern Territory. There are no
limits, no rules over the top of them. They can do good things or they can do bad things. Y ou cannot stop them, because
they have got the power because you have not written that law. Even just having any sort of government in the Northern
Territory can be affected. | am not saying they will do it and | do not believe they will. | am sure they won't, but that
Canberra government has the power, just by repealing an act of parliament, to wipe out all forms of government in the
Northern Territory. That can be done quite simply by repealing the Self-Government Act. There would be no government
here and you would have no right to vote for a government in the Northern Territory, no matter which side you vote for.
They could wipe it out. Y ou have no guarantee of even having a government.

By amending aregulation under afederal act of parliament, they could wipe out the entire Northern Territory education
system, by removing the power for us to provide education. They have that power because we do not have a constitution
here, and that constitution in Canberra does not give us protection either. The federal government can do what it likes,
because we are aterritory.

We are coming here to ask: 'How do you want this Northern Territory to work. The parliament in Darwin, how should that
be made up? How should the courts work? There are alot of hard questions there, and that iswhy | do not want you to tell
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me now what you think. | have some stuff here for you to look at and read and talk about. If you want it, someone can
come back here and talk about bits and pieces with you so that you have a chance to think about it and talk about it as a
community and, when you have got your ideas together, then you come and tell us what you are thinking. That iswhy, as
we say, maybe at the end of this year or maybe early next year, we will come back and we will say: 'Now, what do you
reckon should go in here?

So we are saying now that it isreally important. | am trying to say: thisis amost important law. Thisisalaw that you put
down and it will make the Northern Territory go the way the people want it to go down the road together.

If we do that job well, we can work out for example how yolgnu and balanda can go side by side down the road together
and stop this fighting. We can work out how to do that by talking to each other and making alaw that says how we want to
go together. And you say there your rights that are really important. Y ou might say that you have to have aright to vote.
No one can take away that right to vote in elections. So you put that in there so that no government can touch it.

Or you might say: 'l don't want any government mucking around with sacred sites. So | am going to put in there that the
sacred sites have to be protected.’ Right? Y ou can do that. That is when the people make the law. Then you have to go and
talk to the balanda and explain to them why those things are important, so that they understand. That is how we all come
together and, when people understand each other, we can make that road.

It is not going to happen quickly. It will take alot of work. We are just starting down the road now, and | am saying | want
you to start thinking about it. As| said, we will come back later this year or early next year and you will give us some
ideas, but that is only the beginning, because we are going all over the Northern Territory to communities all over the
place. We have been to Kintore and Finke, over in the VRD and all over the place, and in Darwin and Alice Springs and
we have been saying the same thing. They will have their ideas, and you will have your ideas. So you have all to start
telling each other what you are thinking so that you can think about what the others are saying. Y ou may agree with
another person or you may not, or he may have thought of something you did not but that you think is agood idea. Or, to
start, you may say: 'l do not like that' and then, when you start thinking about it, realiseit is a good idea.

We have to start to put some of that together, but don't trust us to write this one. Don't let the politicians write this law. |
ask you, don't let us do that. The people must write this one. What we are going to do is just get the ideas together and
what people are saying and then we want to put together a big committee, called a constitutional convention. That islikea
big committee of representatives of people from all over the Northern Territory. They must be people that can speak for
you, people that you trust to speak for you and who you trust to go to this meeting as your representatives. We want to
bring them all together and they will look at the work we do and they will say: Y es, we think that isright' or 'We don't like
this. We think it should be that way'. Then they will talk about it and they will change it around and try to get it to say what
they think the people are thinking.

When they have done that job, and they say: 'Right, that is what we reckon this constitution will be like', then it goes out
and all the people have to vote in areferendum. If the representatives have done their job properly and the people say:
'Yes, that is good' and the people vote 'yes, then you have got your constitution. But if you look at it and say: 'No, it is not
quiteright yet. There are afew things | am not happy with yet' then you vote 'no’. Then they will go back and work on it
again and they have to keep working at it until they get it right.

This law, when you make it, will be much like Aboriginal law. It is going to be there and it is going to keep going, so you
have to make sure you have got it right for the future. It isalaw that will help you abit, but mainly it will help your
children and your children’'s grandchildren, and peoplein 100 years time. This law is going to work for them. So you have
got to do the job properly. It really isimportant when making alaw like that, that you have your say and you make sure
you do not get forgotten, and that the things that are important to you are written in that law. That is why we have come
around now to say that you have to start working on this one. It istoo important. Y ou cannot walk away from it. If you
walk away, someone else isgoing to do thejob and, in 5 years time, you will say: 'What is going on? Y ou forgot about this
and that', and that is not going to work, isit? Y ou have to make sure what you want and what you need - what is important
for you - istherein that law. That is what we are working here for. We have come here to say we are going to start doing
that.

We did not just come to say that it is all open. We have been doing abit of work. That book we gave you will give you

some ideas, just some ideas. But that book is only a beginning. We have also got this one, this big one. We will leave some
here. That big one has awhole lot of ideas. We have spent about 3 years working on this one. We looked at constitutions
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all over theworld - in America, Canada, Africa, the West Indies and all round Australia. We looked al over the place, at
different ideas and we saw some different ways that they have done. We have put them in here. There are some thingsin
here | do not like, and there will be some thingsin here you do not like. There are other things in here you might like, and
there are thingsin here like, but they are all in there, all that we could think of. There might be some things that we have
not thought about that you think about, and that is why we have come around now so you can start reading and thinking
and you can tell usthat, and put them out. Y ou tell other people and everyone will start talking about it.

That will give you some more ideas to start talking about. That book asks alot of questions, just one question after another
and that goes for 11 pages. We wrote out all the questions that are in that book - just the questions - and that makes it a bit
easier because there is just one question, one little thing at atime to look at. Y ou work that one out and then go to the next
guestion and talk about that one and, bit by bit by bit by bit you work through the whole thing. So it is not frightening. It is
easier to work through that way. Then, if you say: 'l do not understand all the wordsin this. It istoo complicated and | do
not know what that means, please give us aring and we will get Wesley or myself or someone else, maybe this man here,
Mr Nicholson who is our lawyer, to come out here and talk to you about that so you can ask what it means. Then you can
go away and think about it.

We are hereto help you to start thinking about it so you can come up with your ideas and you can make sure you know
what is going in here and that, at the end of the day, you are happy with what is going in there, and you are putting your
ideas into this law. That way thislaw will become the people's law and that will set the future for our grandchildren - al of
our grandchildren. That is the way we can work out how we are going to make this Northern Territory go the way the
people want it to go. All the people - together. Maybe it will help us to sort out how to get around all this nonsense and
fighting that is going on and make a good place for our grandchildren, if we do thisjob properly.

If we say: 'That istoo hard. We are not going to do it', and we put it aside we will leave it with all the problems and your
grandchildren are going to look back and say: 'Why didn't those old people do that job for us? Why did they leave their
mess behind? If you do this job properly, your grandchildren will say: "Those old people did a good job for us. They made
this Northern Territory a good place for us to live and they met their responsibilities well for us. So, it isnot just an
opportunity, it is a duty, an obligation you have to your grandchildren and to your great grandchildren. | have the same
obligation to my grandchildren and my great grandchildren. We have to make this place somewhere for them. We want to
make it the sort of place we want it to be for them - how we want this place to go so they will be properly looked after in
the future, and we have to make thislaw asa start to it.

That iswhat we are here for, to tell you about what we are doing and to say: please start thinking about this one and start
talking about it amongst yourselves. Get your ideas together and be part of this. Help us to do this job for the future for the
Northern Territory, for the future for your community.

Thank you. Wesley, would you like to say afew words.
MIE LANHUPUY . ottt s

I will haveto usetwo different languages, right? Steve has already told you earlier today that this committeeis
from the L egislative Assembly - the Northern Territory Parliament. There are six people on this committee - three
from the Labor Party and three from the Country Liberal Party. He himself ismember of the Country Liberal
Party and | am in the Labor Party. That makes six of uson thiscommittee.

We aregoing around visiting over fifty-nine communities herein the Northern Territory. Thereason for thisisthe
congtitution - the law. Maybe later on, one of these days we will be living under this paper - thislaw. That'swhy it's
important for usto go around explaining to you people about this constitution and ask you mob what you think
about it. You can writeto usand tell usand if you want usto explain to you again, we'll come back and talk to you
to sort things out. If you find it too hard to understand, we'll discussit in mor e detail.

In this paper therearealot of mattersthat areimportant. For example, the parliamentary system and who we will
elect to our Parliament? How will the legal system work herein Northern Territory? Let's put our ideasin this
paper (draft constitution). There are other issueslike do we want our land rightsto become permanent? Do we
want bilingualism? Let'sdo it. This constitution will make all of these things strong. At the moment our Land
Rights Act isclinging onto an act of parliament and it's easy for the parliamentariansto throw our Land Rights Act
away if they want. Let's put land rightsinto a (constitutional) law so it will become per manent and over come the
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power which the Parliament currently has. It'simportant for us Yolgnu peopleto start talking about this paper
because later, in the future, it will also help our children and our children's children.

Let'sall havealook at this, especially at theland rights side. I've mentioned land rights becauseitsimportant on
our side, the Yolgnu side. At the moment Canberra has got the power. Canberraislooking after us. And one of the
reasons why these two parties are supporting this constitution idea is that we feel it's been too long that Canberra
has been giving usthe orders, jobs, laws, an education system and running other areas. Letsask Canberrafor the
power to do thesejobsourselvesin the Northern Territory.

Thislaw islike, for example, if | get bored staying in Galiwinku or Milingimbi, I go away to my outstation and
work for myself and make decisionson my own - on the ground decisions. That'swhat we're all heading for. One of
these days we hope we will see this happen and achieveit, then we'll be under the power of this paper.

Congtitutional development isthe process, that we (the committee) are working on now - developing a law on how
we are going to live and work and exercise our rightsherein Australia. Every other state hasgot their constitution.
But us, the Northern Territory people, don't haveit. At the moment we don't have Statehood - we're working under
the Self Government Act at thistime and we don't have a constitution. That'swhy the Northern Territory
Parliament are saying, " Let'slook at thispaper™ . In the end the power will bein the community for the people. The
Parliament won't have it again, not even for us, those people you mob vote for every three or four years. This
congtitutional power will over come the Parliament's power .

Steve has already told you that if they want to change this law then the whole of the Northern Territory will haveto
voteto changeit. Wecan't do it - we can't changeit. With this constitution our lawswill be put into a paper, and we
won't be ableto play around with it. Only the Yolgnu and Balanda living in the Northern Territory will be ableto
votefor it, if you agreeto changeit.

And that'swhy it'simportant for us Yolgnu peopleto talk about it. If you'refinding it hard to under stand this then
I will have to come back with thisman here, our lawyer, and we'll explain everything again to you to makeit clear -
land matters, law, parliament, the self -gover nment act, how will we put this government into laws, and thereare
many other things.

Those green papers (pamphlets) over there, if you want to read them, they will tell you everything they will give you
lots of information. Most of those storiesin the green papers appear herein thisbook (showing it to the people). I f
you read thisbook it will tell you what you need to know and what you can do.

It isvery important for us meeting you and talking to you. We are visiting sixty communities. Steve hastold you
that we've been to Yarralin (can't hear) Kintore, Finke, Urapunga, Roper, Numbulwar . Y ester day some of them
went over to Gapuwiyak and Galiwinku and today we'll be going to Ramingining. Theimportant thingisfor all
Yolgnu peopleto start telling usyour views. We haveto start collecting information from you mob and hearing
what you have to say. We don't want you to be discontented when it'stoo late, when the gover nment startsto
change their mindsand say " Why arewe giving rightsto the Yolgnu and Balanda peopl€e" . For gover nment people
like holding onto laws and keeping the power to themselves so they can control everything.

MS BAKER: ..o e e e e e e e anns
Can we ask you some questions, Mori?
I N1 1 1 O S

Yes, after I'vefinished talking, then I'll let you ask some questions. | will repeat it. Thisisreally important, please
let'sall look at thisvery carefully. We are not saying, " Give usyour answersnow" . That's not what we want, we
don't have a time-frame on thisone. Give usyour answers maybe at the end of thisyear, or maybe next year. When
everybody is satisfied then we'll all vote on it. Thispaper isprocessed in three stages. Thefirst stageis going around
meeting with you mob talking about this, advising you and asking for your views and your opinions. The next step
isto have a Constitutional Convention. When it'stime for this Convention we'll get different representatives from
different organisationsfrom all over the Northern Territory. They will all look at the paper s submitted, read what
we've written down. When they all come to an agreement then it will become a constitution. Then everyone will
vote throughout the Northern Territory. If you all disagreeto that draft constitution we will throw it away and
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start all over again. If your answer isyesto the paper, then we will have a constitution voted in by you. We're going
through three stages. It'simportant for us, thisismy thinking - this paper isvery important.

So what | want isto talk about thisto you mob and let'sdiscussit. Children - it'sa good thing that

you'relistening to our conver sation because later you too will haveto vote for this (paper) - later on, when we will
be dead and gone. Thiswill affect you when we're dead. I1t's good that you've come along here. If anyone has any
guestionsto ask us please do so. Any questions about laws, any questions?

MI DIAWULMA: e

Let metalk. Everybody listen and try to under stand this. Thisiswhat it means. My culture, my laws, my customs
and my land rights have to be put into thispaper. For along time Canberra have been interfering with our laws. |
have worked for the Northern Land Council for alongtimeso | know. Thelawsin Canberra are not straight, they
are still crooked. You all must understand this. The government in Canberraisalwaystaking our laws away from
us. If | die, then my children and my brother's children will grow up to havethislaw, our culture and our customs.
You know how we never recognise each other or understand each other herein Yurrwi (Milingimbi). Whenever
there'sa ceremony held here, some people say, " Hey you mob let's go over to the ceremony.” Some say, " No, you
go, we'll stay." Or when a person diesover at Galiwinku, Ramingining, Yirrkala or Gapuwiyak, some say, " Hey,
we have to go over to so and so for the ceremony.” Then some say, " No, only you mob go, he/she belongsto your
family." Wemust work together. Let'sput alaw in for our culture, not today but maybe we'll wait until next year.
Thisiswhat Wesley meant by saying that. All of our laws and customs must be put down in this paper.

MI LANHUPUY © e

If you have any more questionsto ask, ask us. (can't hear) The Balanda people too, nothing's stopping you from
writing personal submissionsto thiscommittee. You will find all of theinformation necessary in the back of that
booklet there or phone back to Darwin, rever se charges. Talk to this bloke here, the Executive Officer, anytime.
Send anything you feel likewritingin. It'snot just for the whitesand it'snot just for the blacks. We're asking
everyoneto partakein thisexercise. In theend there'll bea Territory Constitution.

MS BAKER: ..o e

| just want to ask the (can't hear)... from the Northern Land Council about what 1've just heard this morning from
our two DEET officers. Isit truethat thiscommittee is going to scrub our land rights or anything likethat? Isit
true?

Mr HATTON: No, we are not taking your land rights, just the opposite. Now we have been saying all the time, the CLP
and the Labour Party in the Northern Territory are both saying that we are going to guarantee the continuation of land
rights. But, if you do not trust us, if you do not trust the government and want to make sure that the government cannot go
back on itsword, you put it in that law. Y ou write it in the constitution and then the government cannot touch it.

That iswhat thislaw is. It isalaw over the top of the government. Y ou might say to me now: 'Y ou might tell me now, but
you might walk away and do something different’. Well, if you do not trust us, that is when you put it in there and you say:
‘There, the land rights have got to stay'. That iswhat a constitution is. That is how you can actually make it stronger for
you.

MSBAKER: ..ottt
That's one party talking, now we want to hear from the

ALP, Balanda ALP, not only Wedey, but on the Balanda side too. We want to hear from the Balanda ALP. You
explain everything likethe NL C, who have been trandating a lot of thisinformation to do with this subject, very
wrongly (strongly) to Yolgnu people.

Mr HATTON: That isright. The NLC stuff isjust wrong. They are saying the wrong things to you. It isjust not true.

We have never said that we are going to take the land off you. We have never said that. We might say - and Wesley you
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interpret thisto make sure | get it right. Look, | ask you, do you think the Land Rights Act, all the wordsin that are
perfect? Or do you think there are ways it might be able to be done better? | don't know and | am asking you.

That is one of the things the Northern Territory has been saying. If, in fact, it is going to become a Northern Territory act,
we could go and sit down with the Aboriginal people and say: 'Is this how you want it to work? We could ask you - not
tell you. We have got to go and ask you, not tell you - we have to go and ask and talk about it as Territory people together.
That is not saying | am going to take your land away. That is saying: 'Let us talk about it and how we are going to do it'.
All right? But no one, not the Labor Party, not the CLP, no one wants to take the land away from you. And, if you do not
trust us, if you think | am going to speak and tell lies and say one thing and go another way, if you do not trust me, then
you make sure you write it in that constitution so | cannot touch it. Isthat clear?

MI LANHUPUY & s

Thisiswhat thislaw islike. If Northern Territory people agree to have this constitution which include matters
relating to land, law, parliament, self gover nment, what's the other thing, local gover nment. If you agreeto having
a constitution then people'srights, freedom of rights, religion and Yolgnu customswill be put into it. If we get this
constitution, then it will include our land rightsl!

Then the Parliament in the Northern Territory won't have the power to break this paper, again. When this paper
has been written down it will be returned to Yolgnu peopleto votefor in what iscalled a referendum.

At themoment our land rightsarelikethe Governor General'sordinary papers. If the Labor Party in Canberra
decidesto throw our land rights away by an act of parliament they can, like what they're doing now with funding
for education for Yolgnu people.

At the moment these arethe thingsthat we're exercising herein the Northern Territory - they'renot in a
constitution. We only have the Self Government Act. If we put all of our land rights and laws into this paper, then
you people will be able to overcome parliamentary powers, because you ar e the oneswho vote for us mob. That
Constitution will then be well above the politician's heads. And the Yolgnu people will do the voting for this. It will
return to Yolgnu people - the people will have power in the end. So if you want land rights entrenched so the
politicianswon't play around with it then letslook at this constitution. When the people want to change it they have
to vote to changeit. That'sthe only time when it can be changed.

MSBAKER: ...

What about the ADC and DAA? We've been serioudly thinking that they've been budgeting for usfor alongtime
from the Federal side and wewould liketo seeit donein the Territory becausethe Territory people know about
our area better.

Mr HATTON: That is not a constitution question, but that is one thing. Once you get this written down and you say that
that is the way you want to go and you have got that worked out in your constitution, then we can talk separately about
whether your funding comes through the DAA or ADC or whether you do it through the Northern Territory government.
We can talk about that with Canberra now. That is another question. It does not have to be the same as this one.

After you get all thistogether, you can ask later if you want to become a state. Y ou can ask that question after we have
donethisjob. If the people say that they do then we can all decide to go and talk to the Canberra government about who is
going to do what - what the Northern Territory will do and what the federal government will do. We start talking to them
about that then, but we cannot even start to do that job until we have written this law.

IMIE LANHUPUY & et st neene e
Yes, thisisreally important. At the moment Canberra

istaking care of our responsibilities. It'simpossible for usto have those responsibilities because we don't have a
constitution. They've got the power over us. Once we have a constitution, then we have theright to fight for our
responsibilitiesfor the Territory. Do you understand? This paper will broaden our jobs. If wedon't have that
paper we will still have to rely on the Balandas (Canberra people) for jobs.
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Mr HATTON: There are many things like this that we have to talk about. It is going to take along time and that is why we
have to start to do thisjob. It will not be done quickly, will it?

Wesley talked about land rights. When you want to put that in there, you will have to go and talk to other peoplein the
Territory too, and you will have to explain to them why land rights are so important to you, so that they understand. When
they understand, that is how you stop the fighting occurring. Thisis not to make people one above the other, or that way
around, but to try and make people equal and that is how we do that. That iswhy it will take sometimeto talk it through.

It will not be easy, and | reckon there will be alot of arguments and alot of talking, but you have to start, haven't you? If
you do not start talking, you will never get it fixed up, and that is what we have got to start doing.

Ms BAKER: No, the NLC will say stay with the federal government.
Mr HATTON: | am asking you. Y ou tell me that.

MsBAKER: | would like to ask now (inaudible) that was here before, because we never ever get things (inaudible)
nowhere. No, (inaudible). Like has been working in the area officer for along time because (inaudible).

Mr K DJUPANDAWUY : Can | ask you a question because | believe there'salot of different organisations and
departments who have questions to the communities, different communities. They were talking about the same nhawi
statehood, constitution. Have the Territory government asked these organisations or have they consulted with them.
Because there'll be lot questions back in the communities, different communities, .................. Therell belot of questions
about statehood.

(can't hear) Isit talking about the same thing when wetalk about Statehood and a constitution? Territory
Government... (can't hear). Have they consulted with them? Because ther€'ll be alot of questions back in the
communities. (can't hear)... mori told us. Ther€'ll be lots of questions about Statehood.

Mr HATTON: To answer that, yes, we have tried to. We have written to the NLC, the CLC, the Tiwi Land Council and to
all the other different organisations and told them what we are doing. We have sent them all that written material. We have
asked them to make submissions to us. We have not done thisin writing yet, formally, but | have spoken to them asking if
can we meet.

I would like my committee to meet with the full Northern Land Council, not just the executive but the whole land council,
so that we can talk about these things, but they keep wanting to fight us. We want to sit down and talk with them and tell
them what we are doing. | think it would be better if they came and we talked together about this so that they understand
what we are doing better. Then, when they go out to talk to the communities, they know what we are doing. We are not
trying to take land rights away from people. We are not trying to fight the land councils. We are saying ...

Mr Joe PETERS: (Inaudible) by the NT government (inaudible) land rights (inaudible) ...
Mr HATTON: Never, never.
Mr PETERS.: ... Aboriginal land rights (inaudible).

Mr HATTON: That was written by the land council. It was not written by the Northern Territory government. Wesley, has
our government ever suggested we are going to take away all Aboriginal land rights?

Mr LANHUPUY : The Territory government?

Mr HATTON: Yes.

Mr LANHUPUY : (speaking in language).

MS BAKER: . e e r e r e n e ne e

Y es, we got that pamphlet sent out with the Northern Territory constitution written up like that. Maybe | know
who that's coming from. It was the news media that wasin the Northern Land Council.
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Mr LANHUPUY . ..o

Joe Peter. Thereweretwo issues which they were mixing up, and it was bit confusing. Oneis Statehood and the
other thingis constitutional development. If all of the peoplein the Territory are satisfied with the constitution then
Statehood comes after that. Then in the end we may decide to get Statehood which isin line with what Gutjan
(Daisy) was saying, when she said, " When we take responsibilitiesfor ADC and DAA that will be Statehood" . Let's
work on Territory peoples rights, our rightsfirst. Once we get that, then we might say to the Federal Gover nment
we want DAA and other statetype responsibilitiesin our hands. For example, they run DAA over in Queensland,
the Department of Aboriginal Affairsin Queensland, Tasmania, Western Australia. You know they don't have land
rightsin Western Australia. They have land tenur e system, because the State L abor Gover nment has got power to
look after Yolgnu land rightsin Western Australia. For Northern Territory people - Canberraislooking after our
Land Rights Act.

MEDIAWULMA . e e
From faraway. We are here and they arethere.
MELANHUPUY & e e s

That'sthe difference; all the other states have got their own constitution but the Northern Territory people haven't.
Maybe what you saw in the paper wasin the media, maybe that wasthe newsletter. Of cour se, you will have
argumentsfrom interest groupslike mining lobbyists, environmentalists, the Aboriginal land rights mob. A whole
lot of people will be against this proposal because these peopl€e' sinterests are elsewhere. That'sfor you mob to
decide. All weare sayingis, "Hereit is, think about it, talk about it and let usknow" . Thisiswhat we're saying. We
are not rushing you - you do the thinking.

MI DIAWULDMA L e

Wewant to step into this position and take on our own responsibilities, but they won't let us. These people that
L anhupuy wastalking about reject us.

Ms BAKER: If they don't like us the Northern Land Council mob. They don't like us ...
If they don't like usthe Northern Land Council mob. They don't likeusto ...
MI DIUPANDAWUY : ..ottt sttt sae st st eneeneenennes

Thisiswhat midiku wastrying to tell usabout this constitution. Bapatji might have wanted usto understand the
law for this Constitution, that's why he always asked us Yolgnu peopleto put our lawsin this constitution. He went
around to many communitiestrying to explain thisto the people. He went around wherethe Northern Land
Council'sregion ismarked. | don't know but he might have a different story thistime, after thesethe Territory
government people have visited us. Then he might come from the Land Council and maybe have a different story
on thisnow, | don't know.

MsBAKER: Yeh, | know histricks he's going to come out with adifferent story.
Yes, | know histricks, he'sgoing to come out with a different story.

MI DIUPANDAWUY © ettt s ne e s e ne e nneeneas
It'slikethat.

This constitution will belong to Yolgnu people if we put our lawsin it, and it will become strong? I've asked this
question because | wasthinking about our Chairman. Sometimes hetells stories differently becausethe Territory
Government themselves argue all the time they have fightswith other organisations over laws.

Maybe thisiswhat he's after. | don't know. What is his proposal for thisTerritory Constitution. How does he look
at it? That was my question. There'salot of other different organisationsand those peoplein the Aboriginal
organisationswork for him. | don't know about this. What aretheir questions about this constitution?
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Mr HATTON: Wesley, made a very good point. He said to tell all the white people they have a constitutional right to
speak on this subject too. It isfor everyone.

MsBAKER: Yes, they should, instead of people fighting for 20 years.

Mr HATTON: But let me say this. A constitution takes nothing away from you. Y ou lose nothing through a constitution. A
constitution gives you rights. If you do not have a constitution, you do not get rights. When you have a constitution, you
get rights. Y ou cannot lose anything through writing this. All right?

When you write this, you are making the rules about what the government can do and you are making the rules about what
the government cannot do. A constitution will not change all the other laws straight away, and normal legislation will still
take place. In Canberra, they keep passing laws, don't they? But they have to pass those laws inside that federal
constitution.

That iswhat a constitution does. It puts the platform down. It gives your rights to you, the people. It takes nothing away
from you. There is nothing to be frightened of with a constitution. Y ou should grab it and say: ‘Good, | am going to protect
myself with this. That iswhat a constitution is. Y ou lose nothing, and | do not know why people are saying you should not
do thisjob. Why would they be saying to people: 'Do not protect yourself. Do not make your rights strong'? Why would
they say that to you? | do not understand that.

MI LANHUPUY & e e

Joe Peter - look at it thisway. The constitution to us Yolgnu peopleislikealand rightsfor us. Our land rightsare
our land rights. We have got power with land rights. Now we will be asking for this constitution so it will become a
land rightsfor Yolgnu people, this paper here.

MS BAKER: ..
At the moment it'sonly by word of mouth in Canberra.

MELANHUPUY . ettt

At the moment we get ordersfrom Canberra.

Ms BAKER: They've got the power there at Canberra.

They've got the power there at Canberra.

Mr HATTON: We have alittle power, through the Self-Government Act.

Mr PETERS: How much for the land rights?

Mr HATTON: For land rights? None. The Northern Territory has nothing. Graham is alawyer and he will correct meif |
am wrong. The Self-Government Act says that the Northern Territory cannot make laws for land rights. Only the federal

government can do that, at the moment. That isin the Self-Government Act. The Northern Territory government cannot

make laws and cannot take laws away on land rights.

Ms BAKER: That's what the Federal istelling NLC that's what they're saying now. They if we go to the Northern Territory
.... congtitution. They reckon they're only just going to destroy it. That's what they say.

That'swhat the Federal Government istelling NLC, that'swhat they're saying now. If we go to the Northern
Territory the constitution. They reckon they're only just going to destroy it. That'swhat they say.

Mr HATTON: The NLC has been going around saying that, if we become a state and if, when we become a state, land
rights come to the new state in the Northern Territory, the Northern Territory government is thinking about throwing land
rights away.

MsBAKER: That iswhat they told us.
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Mr HATTON: That iswhat they are saying. That is crazy talk isn'tit ...
MsBAKER: It just wants to be the big boss.

Mr HATTON: ... when you think about it? Think about it. Do you reckon the Canberra government would let us do that,
when this handover is made? Y ou just say that you want to make sure we cannot do that. What | am saying to you now is
that if the people lock it up in this constitution, the government cannot touch it.

MsBAKER: (inaudible).
Mr HATTON: Why would they say we are going to do that? We have never said that we are going to take the land away.

Ms BAKER: Too many urbanies working in the office and no full-blood Aboriginal working there. They should be all
kicked out.

Mr HATTON: The only book the government has ever written on land matters, and | will send a copy to this community -
Wesley, we will get a copy of the paper on land options to the people here. That book says that we guarantee land rights.
That isthe only book we have ever written on it. People are saying that, if you do not trust us, you should put it in the
constitution so we cannot touch it anyway. | cannot be straighter than that, can |?

MI DIUPANDAWUY & ettt
Isit truemori - sorry - that these business people will cut back, | mean ...

Mr LANHUPUY e

Say it again.

Mr DJUPANDAWUY . ..o

The business people, mining and others.

MELANHUPUY & e s s

I've said thisbeforein the beginning. Thisisthefirst processtalking and discussing and exchanging views on the
constitution. The next step isthe big convention which will involve Y olgnu people, mining people, women'sright,
environmentalists, theworks. They will all look at these papersfor the protection of everybody'srights, and the
lawyerswill look at it, too.

Ms BAKER: We want to see out (can't hear)
We want to seeour (can't hear).
MELANHUPUY & ot st

Wwe'll all havealook at it, and when we cometo an agreement and then we'll vote - everybody in the Northern
Territory will vote - there will be areferendum. If we all don't agree, we'll come back and start talking about it
again.

Ms BAKER: When you have that meeting with the NLC, | reckon it is best that each council member goes into that one
because that is where they hide our story. They do not bring it out to the communities. We never ever hear from them.

Mr HATTON: That iswhy we say we want to try and get a meeting, not just with the executive of the council, but with the
whole Northern Land Council so that all the representatives can be there to speak to everyone, one to one.

MsBAKER: | mean that (inaudible) committees. There is the executive and there is a committee.

Mr HATTON: The wholelot.

file:/lIK|/lant/committees/Sccd/Committee Transcripts/MILINGIMBI U Thursday, 4 May 1989.htm (11 of 19) [26/07/2000 11:26:08]



MILINGIMBI — Thursday, 4 May 1989
Ms BAKER: Thereis an executive and there is a committee ...

Mr HATTON: Yes, the wholelot.

Ms BAKER: Yes, but we want the local council to attend that meeting also because we do not get the information back
here. We have other Europeans and none of them giveit to us.

Mr HATTON: Yes. | think the more we speak to you, the better it will be, don't you?
MsBAKER: Yes.
MIE LANHUPUY . ottt

Thisiswhat Steve said. If you Yolgnu people don't understand or recognise this paper, we will come back to you
mob and explain to you again. Make sure because in the end we will hopefully get this paper, that everyone, Yolgnu
and Balanda, will be happy for in the Northern Territory. Thisisnot only for Balanda, nor isit for Yolgnu only,
thisisfor everybody because that paper (constitution) will belike a biblefor us, and it will protect all of our rights.
Thisistheonly opportunity, becauseif we decideto takeit later it will betoo late. Let's put all our lawsin this
paper, so when the Labor Party becomes the gover nment, whenever in the future, then we won't be able to change
it. Thelawsfor our land rightswill be strong and per manent.

MSBAKER: ..ottt
(can't hear) that later on.
MELANHUPUY & ottt s

Okay, oncethe constitution ismade and the voteison for the Northern Territory people, the constitutional process
isfinished and a voteistaken. The question that'sjust been asked is, will we be still controlled by Canberra?
Graham?

GRAHAM NICHOLSON: Yes.

Mr LANHUPUY : The processis that the government in Canberra, whether it is Labor or Liberal would be stupid not to
grant us constitutional rights, wouldn't it. Have they got the power to withhold that?

Mr HATTON: Yes.

Mr NICHOLSON: They do have the power but | would think that, if we have the referendum first (inaudible) the majority
(inaudible).

Mr LANHUPUY : Throughout Australia.

Mr HATTON: What heis saying is that the Canberra government has the power. If the Territory people vote and 80% of
the people make areally strong vote and say 'Y es. Now, because we are only aterritory, the Canberra government has the
power to say that it will not let that law stand, but that would be silly because then the people have spoken.

We are till trying to think this through because this has never happened before in Australia. Thisisthe first time, so we
are till trying to think how it should go. We are trying to work it out, but we think that probably what will happen is that,
when we get this constitution, we will go to Canberra and say: 'We want you to make this constitution to take the place of
the Self-Government Act because the people have said thisis the law they want'. First up then, they would make this the
Northern Territory Constitution Act to replace the Self-Government Act. That would bring it into operation.

It isimportant that we get this constitution in existence and in operation before statehood because, if it is operating at the
time when we become a state one day then, under section 106, the federal government cannot change it. Only the Territory
people can change it. If it comesin after statehood, there would be a possibility that the federal government might be able
to muck around with it and change it.

So, if we want to make sure to protect this so that it belongs to the Northern Territory people, we have to find away to get
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it in operation before we become a state, so that it belongs to the Northern Territory people only.

Ms BAKER: So the parliament will not be able to touch us then.
Mr HATTON: Yes, that isright.
MSBAKER: .....ccoooeveereceeecene

Because when they put that budget, when they put that money, then the Territory Government say, " We've got lots
of people, a big population in the community", and the Federal people say, " No, but you only get thismuch". The
Northern Territory gover nment spend money on us, but they already makethat decision in Canberra (about
money), and they can't do anything because we don't have statehood. That's what he was telling us. (not clear)

Mr HATTON: | do not want you to think that al the problemsin the world will be solved when we become a state because
they will not be. We will still have arguments with Canberra about money. Everyone does. There will still be those sort of
arguments and there will be problems with laws and arguments backwards and forwards, but at least you have put the
foundations down, the roots down, and have set the direction. At least you giveit that direction. It will not solve al the
problemsin the world, | promise you that, but it is a start and will make things a bit better. And it will see that your rights
are protected.

MS BAKER ..o s

A questionnarritj, when you went to the last meeting, NL C meeting, did you bring up thismatter about the
constitution in the meeting?

Unknown (Narritji?) .....c.cceceeeeenees

No - nothing.

MS BAKER: .
Nothing. Tony do you have a question concerning Milingimbi?

MELANHUPUY . ettt

(can't hear) | didn't see Babatji (Galarrwuy) in Gove.

Unknown ........ccccceeeenene

| don't haveland rights.

T N[ R
Don't ask any more questions. We've only just started talking and we've still along way to go.
UNKNOWN: ..ttt sttt se et e et e s s e nbe et e sseente et e sneenseeneas
But we're still sorting out someideas.

UnKNOWN: ......cccovevveiennnnne

Anybody got a question?

MSBAKER: ...

How arewe going to ask all of these questions?

UNKNOWN: ..t

Let meask Joe Peters.
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Mr HATTON: Do any of the white community have any questions?
MsBAKER: Yes, tell them not to push us around.
Yes. Tell them not to push usaround.

Mr PETERS: If our laws were in a constitution, would we still have to see these boats coming in, like the fishing boat out
therein the river anchored in arestricted area?

MSBAKER: ...,
| didn't hear that.
M L ANHUPUY et e e e e e e e e eeeea e

That problem isnow in the hands of the NLC. The Northern Territory Gover nment has forwarded the job on the
sea closure legislation to them.

Unknown: .....

| see.

MELANHUPUY . ettt e e nnnae s

All thisarea should be closed. The NLC isresponsible for all of thisand they're not pleasing you.
Ms BAKER: Too busy making money.

MELANHUPUY . sttt s s e s e nsae e e e e e

Already thelegidation that the Northern Territory Government said ...(can't hear) - sea closure 2 kilometre law.
Thisarea starting from Dhabila should be closed.

Mr PETERS: There's aboat anchored at Dhabila.

MELANHUPUY . ettt sttt e s e s nsn e e e e s sne e e e s ennraeeeens

The police and the Land Council will look after that.

MSBAKER: ...

And what about theteachers, where do they get money from?

MIDIAWULMA . e

We get our own money for ourselves. We dig for money our selves. We get them from Canberra.
MsBAKER: .......

No?

Mr HATTON: All right. | have been asked what sort of responsibilities the Northern Territory has now, under the
Self-Government Act. It has most of the responsibilities that the states have. It has responsibility for health and education
services, the schools, local government, the primary industries, looking after all the primary industries and the fishing. All
that is the Northern Territory government's responsibility. The Northern Territory government has a responsibility for
fishing up to 10 km out to sea. Once you go past |0 km, it isafedera government responsibility. That is where they draw
the line. If you want to go barramundi fishing, that is Northern Territory waters. If you go out chasing mackerel or tuna
offshore, that isin federal waters. That is the way they draw the differences.
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Almost al the mining in the Northern Territory is the responsibility of the Northern Territory government. All of it except
uranium, because uranium is federal. They kept that. And they kept all the mining in Kakadu, no matter what sort.
Coronation Hill is afedera responsibility becauseit isinside Kakadu. That is one area where it is different to the states
because in the states all the mining is for the state. That is where the differenceis.

We look after all the parks, al the national parksin the Northern Territory. Katherine Gorge, Litchfield and Gregory, the
West MacDonnells and so on, al the big parks except for Uluru and Kakadu. The federal government kept those 2. We
have been arguing about them too because we say that, everywhere elsein Australia, all the parks are looked after by the
state governments. That is why there are arguments about Kakadu and Uluru and why we are saying they should be
Northern Territory parks. That has nothing to do with land rights and all those sort of arguments. It is to do with the fact
that it is a state-type function. That is what the arguments have been about.

So there are those sort of little differences. As| said, health, community developments, all the transport and works
functions - the airports, roads, bridges, barge landings, all those sort of things - are done by the Northern Territory
government. Housing is provided by the Northern Territory, and all the lands administration, except Aboriginal land.

All the land that is not under the Land Rights Act is administered by the Northern Territory government, but the
Aboriginal land rights land is administered by the federal government. That is why there have been arguments about where
that responsibility should sit too. It isall mixed up.

We have most of the state-type responsibilities under the Self-Government Act except for those things like the Kakadu and
Uluru National Parks, uranium, and the Land Rights Act. And there are some other strange things. We cannot get royalties
for the offshore oil and gas. That goes to the federal government. There is an argument between the trade unions and the
bosses on industrial conciliation and arbitration, and that is still with the federal government. We cannot get it back. They
have cut us out of that one too. That iswhere the differences are between the Territory and the states.

MELANHUPUY et nn e ne e
That'sbasically the main reason why we've come here.

Therewould have been six people from the committee here. Three on hisside (CLP), and two more on my side
(ALP), to bring you this paper. The main reason we're hereisto say, "Herelook at this, think about it very
carefully and then feed us back with your views'. Don't rush. Go through it carefully, ask everyoneto cometothe
community meeting and ask usto come back any time.

Mr HATTON: One big difference between the Northern Territory and the states is this. We do education, health and things
like they do in the states, but the big difference is that, in the states, the federal government cannot take the responsibility
away from them because they are protected by the Australian Constitution. That stops the federal government from being
able to take away those things the states are doing.

Also, if you livein one of the states, the federal government cannot just take your property from you, your land. If it does,
it hasto pay you, because the Australian Constitution says that the federal government cannot take that land except for
Commonwealth purposes and then the land must be taken on what are called 'just terms’. That means the federal
government must pay for any land it takes from you. But, in the Northern Territory, we do not have that protection. The
federal government can take your land from you. It can take my land from me. It can take my property and it does not have
to pay mefor it, because | do not have protection under that constitution and that is because we are not a state. The federal
government can take away jobs that the Northern Territory does, some of the functions like providing for education and
health services or whatever. The federal government can take over those responsibilities because the Territory does not
have a congtitution to protect it, as the states have.

That is what we mean when we say we are not a constitutional state. We are only able to do the things we do because the
federal government allows usto do them. If it changesits mind, it can take those responsibilities away from us. Thereisan
old saying: what the government gives to you, the government can take away from you. What the people give to
themselves, only the people can take away. That is the difference with a constitution.

Mr DIERRINGAL: ..o

Yes, that'sjust fine. Arewe finished talking now?
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Unknown: ..........

Yes.

MSBAKER: ...

It'sall right, but what if they changing their mind and try to trandate our story, what we've said differently.
MI DIERRINGAL: ...t

Yes, thisisjust fine - thismust be the last meeting. Don't come back too much.

Ms BAKER: Well keep writing to the Northern Land Council.

Mr DIERRINGAL: ..o

It'sokay - it wasa very good discussion.

MILANHUPUY . e

We'refinding it hard to come back to meet Yolgnu and Balanda on how we think. We'll only get that view oncethis
convention isheld. Then we'll look at all the papersthat we've collected and hopefully form a opinion on what
people are thinking about constitutional development in theend. But it'stoo early yet for usto make up our own
mind.

Unknown: Yes.
VT LA INHUPUY et nsssssnsssssnsssssnnssnsnsnsssnsnnnnnnnnnnns

At the moment, we're all going over to places collecting stories, information and views from both Balanda and
Y olgnu people so that this paper of ourswill turn out to be a good onein the end.

MIBAKER: ...t e e e e e e e e e e e e are e e e e nnreeeaan
Would it be alright to make a combined trip mori?

MELANHUPUY & e
Whereto?

MSBAKER: .. e
A combined trip for the Northern Land Council and the Committee.
MELANHUPUY & et s

Only if you people in the community allow usto get together and come because you will haveto listen to our
arguments.

MSBAKER: ...

What happens now isthat different parties come at different times. Each person that comesto advise ushasa
different opinion. So if we just keep on looking at these pamphletshere ... (can't hear). We haveto invite both of
you to come next time. Then therewill be a proper understanding. That'swhat makesit confusing because we don't
know what to think.

Mr HATTON: It isthe same all over the Northern Territory.
MSBAKER: ... e

file:/lIK|/lant/committees/Sccd/Committee Transcripts/MILINGIMBI U Thursday, 4 May 1989.htm (16 of 19) [26/07/2000 11:26:08]



MILINGIMBI — Thursday, 4 May 1989

You seethat'sthe - our Yolgnu way - wedo it likethis. You making trouble - you know - you're making trouble we
sort it out right here. But these wester n ways ar e different. One group come one day and another group comethe
next day and it'sno good likethis.

Mr HATTON: In many ways, writing a constitution is a bit like the yolgnu way of doing things, isn't it?
MsBAKER: Yes.

Mr HATTON: Getting them all together. | have to say that there will be alot of arguing to start with, because when people
have different views they argue with each other but, if we talk together and try to sort it out, we will start to find the way.
It will take alot of patience and, | guess, it will take alot of endurance. We have just got to keep going at it, and use
perseverance.

Y3 2 S ST SSRSN
That'swhat happened mori when the law for the Northern Territory was changed.

Frank FARLEY : When the Northern Land Council comes out to talk to you about this constitution and they tell you these
stories, you should be telling them your stories and telling the land council that they are working for you and they should
be meeting and talking with these people. These people are having problems trying to talk to the land councils, and you
should tell the land councils that you want them to talk to these people because this constitution is very important. Tell
them that everybody needs to get together. They should not fight about the constitution. People have to get together so that
everybody gets their story across, and the only way they can do that isto go and talk to these people.

So when the land council comes out and tells you these stories, ask them if they have talked to these people. If they say
that they have not, then how can you believe these stories because they have not talked and found out what it is all about
themselves?

MI LANHUPUY e

It'salready been changed - what isit Frank?

MSBAKER: ...

The governmentsdidn't change that.

Mr FARLEY : The lands council works for you people.

Mr DJERRINGAL.: | think the land council should listen to Y olgnu people - what they think.

Mr FARLEY': You people have to tell the Lands Council what they want the Lands Council to go and talk to these people.

Ms BAKER: After sitting in that office at Northern Land Council they have been asking advice, advice - James Galarrwuy
no voices from the community. That's whereit's all wrong.

MI LANHUPUY & s

Myself and Babatji had an argument in Katherine. He said to me, " Why are you with thismob? Both of you
parties, the Country Liberal Party and the ALP? Areyou selling our land rights? You don't do your jobsthrough
us, the Land Council mob". | replied, " The Northern Territory Parliament hastheright to do that. We can go and
ask Yolgnu peoplefor their opinions. And this constitution gives peoplerightsto vote for their religion and
freedom, and for their own freedom of press'. And | told him, " And you stop cutting Yolgnu people off from us. If
they want to talk to us, let them talk to us - loosen their strings so they can talk on their own." It'sonly been ten
year s since we got our voting rights. That's one of our rightsand we've got theright to vote for thisconstitution. | f
wetry to stop each other from asking the governmentsfor our rightsthen our roots (djalkiri) will be looked after
by another interested organisation.

That'swhy we will have to go listen to your stories. You get the opportunity to give usyour opinions. We want to
talk to people publicly, to anybody Yolgnu and Balanda in any community, about their laws. That'swhy we're all
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going around meeting people. Theimportant thing isthat we've got theright to vote now the power isavailable.
Let'susethat power to vote. The power of voting isimportant for us Yolgnu people. It was only ten years ago that
we got voting rights. Once we use this power the Balanda people will realise that Y olgnu people are beginning to
under stand Balanda politics, and how we will put our lawsintoit. You can useusor the Land Council for your
benefit. We are asking you to look at this paper, and you can ask questions. Frank (Farley) and Rick (Gray) will be
available. What Gutjan has said, if you want usand the Land Councilsto return it'salright with us.

MS BAKER: ..o e

Y es, we want you to do that, because they sometimes brain wash people. What about the (can't hear), what do you
call them, ABSEC, ATSIC something. Isthat been happening or what?

Mr HATTON: That ATSIC thing?

MsBAKER: Yes.

Mr HATTON: That isthat Gerry Hand thing.

MsBAKER: Yes, the Gerry Hand thing. Has it got another hand?

Mr HATTON: Do you want my opinion on ATSIC?

MsBAKER: Yes.

Mr HATTON: | think it isterrible.

MsBAKER: Yes, | think it istoo because one person in the Northern Territory is not going to represent full bloods.
Mr LANHUPUY : They gave us 1 extra; 3 now for the Northern Territory.

Mr HATTON: There are too many things wrong with it, | reckon. | see alot of fights. | look at the boundaries that they
drew. | look down at the Centre and the boundaries go through the middle of the Aranda lands. Half the Aranda people are
there, and half the Aranda people there. And they have cut up Anmatjirra. It isall mucked up. They can't get that right. The
boundaries are not even following the roads. They have got these little (inaudible) here putting people together. | reckon
that is sort of fiddling around with votes. So this mob and that mob, they are on our side and that mob is not, so we put
these 2 in with them so that they cannot push them under in the voting. It does not seem right.

How are they going to do it? They say that thisis going to be Aboriginal self-determination and Aborigina people making
the say, and when you look at it and you look at (inaudible) and he says well, the ATSIC things when they are talking
about these things which are what DAA do now, on those ones they have to do what the minister says anyway ...

MsBAKER: Yes.

Mr HATTON: ... like the DAA, and those things that were the ADC-type things they do them like they were the ADC
before. So what have you got?

Ms BAKER: Nothing.

Mr HATTON: It is not going to change how they will work from day to day. And who are all the people who will do all
the work? Where are they to come from? Are they going to turn around and say: 'Oh, we are going to make the land
council the ATSIC?. Isthat what they are going to say? | do not know. It just does not seem to come together.

I do not think it will make things run better for Aboriginal people. It is going to cause lots of arguments between the
federal government and the state governments because there will be a battle about it, because the state governments are
still doing things here and the federal government is still doing things there, and this ATSIC thing is coming up the middle.
What happens if the ATSIC does something wrong? The minister still has to be responsible (inaudible). If the minister is
to be responsible, then the minister has to have a say.

If they want to talk to Aboriginal people they should form a consultative thing with the minister and not mess around.
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They should set it up properly so they have people that really can speak on behalf of the communities and not just create a
balanda voting system for it. They should set it up so that the yolgnu leaders speak.

MSBAKER: ..ottt st

Yes, we put that proposal at the Arnhem Club and then, when he went to the DAA office he saw (inaudible) and
(inaudible) scrubbed it and put it in the rubbish dump, and he said: 'l will try it my way first'. They told us. That is
why we do not want DAA there, wewant it in the Territory.

Mr HATTON: | think we have covered all the things we need to talk about. Okay, thank you very much for talking with
us. Thank you. | close the meeting.
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