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gUESTIONS ON NOTICE - NOT ANSWERED BY 7 MARCH 1984
From 28 February 1984

Forestry - 1981-82 Expenditure
1

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for HOUSING and CONSERVATION
1. How much of the $2.05 million spent on forestry in 1981-82 went on
(a) research activities outlined on pp. 19 and 20 of the Annual Report
of the Conservation Commission for 1981-82; (b) Melville and Bathurst
Islands operations; (c) Murgene11a operations; (d) Darwin district
operations; and (e) central Australia operations?
2. Of the $2.17 million for park development how much went to (a) Darwin;
(b) Alice Springs; (c) Katherine; (d) Tennant Creek; and other
centres?
3. Was any planting done at Melville and Bathurst Islands in 1981-82?

From 6 March 1984

Upgrading of Dump and Wambiaia Camps
2

Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
What steps are being taken to provide basic facilities to the Dump and
Wambiaia camps in Tennant Creek?
Electric Lighting - Warrego-Tennant Creek Intersection

3

Mr EDE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Given that ore traffic from east of Tennant Creek to Warrego is due to
commence in the near future, will he advise when the Warrego Road-Tennant
Creek intersection will be supplied with electric lighting?
Upgrading of Stuart Highway

4

Mr EDE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Do plans exist to upgrade the Stuart Highway between the Seven-Mile Homestead
and the Three Ways in order to reduce congestion on this relatively densely
trafficked section?

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Thursday 1 March 1984
Police Investigation into BTB Eradication Campaign
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
On 27 February, he issued a statement in respect of the Territory's BTB
eradication campaign. He said that, as a result of an ongoing review of the
BTB program, funding for destocking was to be suspended. Is it true that at
least part of this ongoing review consists of an investigation by the Northern
Territory Police Force into allegations of massive fraud in the allocation of
destocking moneys which, of course, come from both the Northern Territory and
the federal governments and, if so, exactly what is it that the police are
investigating?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, during November or December, certain persons from outside the
Northern Territory made allegations of impropriety relating to the use of BTB
program funding. Those allegations were made to the Director of the Bureau of
Animal Health. Subsequently, and during my absence on leave, that matter was
raised by the federal minister with my colleague, the Attorney-General, who was
sitting in my chair at the time. As far as I know, investigations are being
conducted by the federal police into those allegations but, at this stage, I
have no knowledge of the substance of the allegations. From day one, the
Northern Territory has made itself available to assist the Commonwealth
investigations in any way that it can. So far as I am aware, there is no
connection between the internal review in our own department and the
investigations being carried out by the Commonwealth at this stage. At a recent
meeting in Perth of Ministers for Primary Production and Agriculture, I raised
the matter with the federal minister to see what progress was being~ade. His
advice to me at that stage was that he would let me know.
Commencement of Community Welfare and Juvenile Justice Acts
Mr DALE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
When will the new Community Welfare and Juvenile Justice Acts come into
operation?
ANSWER
Those 2 acts, which were passed in this Assembly late last year, were the
most significant social reform in the history of self-government in the Northern
Territory. The government has given top priority to bringing them into
operation. The need to set up administrative systems, arrange statutory
appointments, rewrite operation manuals, train staff and make all the other
necessary administrative arrangements is a major undertaking. The government
has convened a high level interdepartmental task force to overview and direct
the implementation phase of the legislation. My own department has the
principal role in this. Implementation is proceeding and it is hoped to
commence the acts in April.
Police Investigation into BTB Eradication Campaign
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
He said that the investigation was being conducted by the Australian
Federal Police and then referred to an investigation being carried out by the
Commonwealth. I have been advised, quite specifically, that the investigation
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is not being conducted by the federal police but by the Northern Territory
Police Force. Could he confirm that?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I confirm that the investigation was sponsored by the
Commonwealth minister. It is being overseen by the Commonwealth police. As I
understand it, there were some areas of investigation over which the
Commonwealth police had no jurisdiction and we offered complete cooperation
with the inquiries. I make the point that, from where I sit, if there has been
any impropriety at all, this government has a responsibility to clear the air.
Mr EVERINGHAM (Chief Minister) (by leave): Mr Speaker, as minister
responsible for the police in the Northern Territory, I seek to clarify the
position. My colleague, the Minister for Primary Production, is correct in that
the Commonwealth instituted investigations through the Commonwealth police.
However, the Commonwealth police found that they lacked jurisdiction and, at
some time in the recent past, referred the investigation to the Northern
Territory Police Force. As I understand it, and I have received nothing more
detailed in this matter than a briefing, the investigation is continuing and no
results are yet to hand.
Australian Bicentennial Road Development Program
Mr VALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Is he aware of press reports and claims made by the Australian Council of
Local Government Associations that the federal government's 2¢ per litre fuel tax,
designed for use in the Australian Bicentennial Road Development Program, has
now been indexed and that, as a result of this indexation, the additional money
so raised will not be channelled into the national road building program?
ANSWER
I am aware that the national association of local governments has
expressed this very accurate view. It is also a subject which was raised at the
last Australian Transport Advisory Council meeting which I attended in Sydney
last week. It is a matter that needs to be looked at in conjunction with the
review which is necessary to the Road Grants Act which, of course, Mr Speaker,
you would be very familiar with because you were Minister for Transport and
Works for some time. The concern that is rightly expressed around the country
relates to the growing disparity in relation to the levy in the Australian
Bicentennial Roads Act of 2¢ per litre for both motor spirit and distillate
having regard to the fact that the last federal budget brought indexation of the
levy into effect. The position at the moment is that the 2¢ ABRD component is
22.16% of the total on each litre - about 9.027% per litre levy. As 6-monthly
indexation occurs, quite obviously the percentage which is being returned to the
states - and in this case the Territory - in respect of levies through the
bicentennial roads program will become less and less as time goes by.
Based on the 4.3% indexation rate, between the 1983-84 financial year and
the 1988-89 financial year, when the bicentennial road program is due to
terminate, there would be a net loss to the state and territory road systems
throughout the Commonwealth of some $20Orn in respect of funds which are taken
from the taxpayer under the guise of a levy. Of that amount, $Sm would flow to
the Northern Territory during that period. Again, it has been brought to light
that this taxation by stealth which the Commonwealth introduced in its last
budget across a wide range of areas which are subject to duties and excise is
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just another method of taxation which puts money in the pockets of the
Commonwealth and does not go to the states and territories as it was envisaged
originally that it would.
In respect of levies being applied to excise and duties, particularly on
fuel in this case, it is a matter on which I think the federal Minister for
Transport, Peter Morris, has some sympathy. Certainly, I gained that impression
from the minister at that meeting although I do not purport to speak for him.
However, I am quite sure that he has- in mind the desire of Ministers for
Transport to see as much money as possible go to national roads and I am quite
sure he will be making representations to his colleagues along those lines. It
is a matter which was deferred at the ATEC meeting to a special ATEC meeting in
July for the purpose of finalising the arrangements for the new states road
grants scheme. We hope regard will be given to the continuation of the
bicentennial roads program in its present form. The view put forward by the
Territory in respect of the states road grants scheme is that it remain very
much as it is at the moment until the termination of the bicentennial roads
program. It is our view that the national objective in respect of national
highways should have been achieved by the end of 1988. It would seem logical
that a complete review of the State-Commonwealth-Territory arrangements for
funding on roads would be due then rather than in July of next year when the
states road grants scheme comes to an end. I hope I have not been too
convoluted, Mr Speaker. The short answer is that we are pressing the
Commonwealth for it. The Commonwealth minister is aware of the inequitable
situation and I am quite sure he is addressing the problem.
Police Investigation into BTB Eradication Campaign
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
I refer to his previous answer. We need some clarification. He said that
the review that was being conducted was completely separate from the police
investigation. Could he clarify whether federal funding has been suspended as a
result of the review or as a result of the police investigation?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as I recollect, I did not allude to federal funding being
suspended. I said that there was a review and a suspension by our
administration. There has been no suspension of federal funding that I am aware
of at this stage. Everything is going as it ought. The review is quite
separate from any activities that are being conducted by the federal minister.
South African Ambassador
Mr BELL to Mr SPEAKER
Under whose auspices is the Ambassador for South Africa present in the
Assembly today?
No answer given.
Purchase of Point Stuart Station
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for LANDS
Can he confirm that the government has purchased Point Stuart Station and,
if so, what is the government's intention in regard to the property and, in
particular, the abattoir?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can confirm that the Territory Development Land Corporation
negotiated the purchase of the Point Stuart and Carmel Plains Stations with the
receiver. The Conservation Commission land corporation already owns the
adjoining property of Wildman River Station. Now the opportunity presents
itself to have a look at that very interesting area of the Northern Territory
with a view to its sensible and most practical use.
The government proposes to evaluate Point Stuart Station, including Carmel
Plains, with a view to setting aside suitable areas for tourism and recreation.
We have made much play of the government's tourism policy and the future we see
for tourism in the Northern Territory. One of the very important aspects of the
Northern Territory which is attractive not only to locals but to people
interstate and overseas is the magnificent country that exists along the north
coast of the Territory in those very wet areas. Point Stuart Station also
contains some of the most attractive and well-preserved rainforest that I have
ever seen. There are very extensive mangrove areas and wetlands which are
breeding areas for waterfowl and the like. We will be interested in preserving
those areas under the Conservation Commission's control for conservation in its
truest sense.
Australia faces many difficulties in coming to grips with the problems
that buffalo present to the BTB eradication campaign. We must make some very
important decisions on what to do about the buffalo herds. These feral herds
are the cause of a great deal of heartache in relation to disease eradication.
There are a number of areas on both Wildman River and Point Stuart Stations which
would be ideal for buffalo domestication, leading to buffalo breeding properties.
This would get away from the suggestion that we hear now and then that the only
solution to the eradication of disease in buffalo is to exterminate them all.
Let's hope that it never comes to that. Certainly, to preserve a clean herd of
buffalo and breed from them for a buffalo industry, we will need a number of
properties which have characteristics suitable for their domestication and
breeding. We see these properties as being ideal.
The most interesting matter at present is the future of the abattoir at
Point Stuart Station. Honourable members will be aware that the biggest
buffalo slaughtering abattoir in the Territory is on Point Stuart. We are
proceeding to have a suitable area around and including the abattoir excised
from the property with a view either to selling or leasing it as soon as
possible. The intention is to have the abattoir operating during as much of the
coming dry season as possible. I understand it is likely to take 10 weeks to
make the abattoir operational after a new owner takes it over. It will require
a fair bit of money spent on it during that period. The top priority at present
is to excise the abattoir with a view to having it taken up and used this coming
dry season.
Purchase of Point Stuart Station
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
In view of his statement that the purchase price paid for this property
was sufficient to cover debts and in view of my estimate that this would mean
an expenditure of at least $2m, could he advise how much public money was spent
by the Northern Territory government to acquire this property?
ANSWER
I made no reference to the price paid for the particular property.
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that a price was negotiated with the receiver. I undertake to provide that
information to the honourable member during the course of this sittings. I
cannot give him an accurate figure at this stage but will provide it as soon as
it is established.
Permanent Part-time Employment
Mr HATTON to CHIEF MINISTER
Will he advise the Assembly of the stage now reached with regard to the
introduction of permanent part-time employment in the public service?
ANSWER
The introduction of permanent part-time employment was a platform of the
Country Liberal Party in the 1980 election. We moved during the course of the
last term of office to introduce permanent part-time employment into the public
service. Indeed, consultations were held with the unions long before 1980. In
fact, I think consultations commenced in 1978 or 1979 between the then Public
Service Commissioner, Mr Norm Campbell, and the unions. At one stage, it was
understood that permanent part-time employment had been agreed to by the unions
but, unfortunately, when it came to the actual implementation, it transpired
that the unions did not want to see permanent part-time employment commence in
the Northern Territory Public Service. I understand that it is possibly unique
in public services throughout Australia for this type of employment to be
introduced, although there may be some similar arrangement currently in the
South Australian Public Service.
Honourable members will recall that, during 1983, there was a long and
acrimonious exchange between the unions, the Public Service Commissioner and the
government which resulted in proceedings before the Conciliation and Arbitration
Commission which were protracted over many months. Frankly, it amazes me that
such a thing comes within the jurisdiction of the Conciliation and Arbitration
Commission since it would seem to be a matter of policy and legislation. The
Conciliation and Arbitration Commission upheld the government's right to
introduce permanent part-time employment. I would have thought that the role of
the Conciliation and Arbitration Commission would have been better confined to
determining the terms and conditions of such employment. Be that as it may, on
about 20 January this year, the commission rejected the unions' applications to
have permanent part-time employment stalled once again and the staff associations
did not appeal against the decision within the time limit set for them to do so.
However, during the arbitral proceedings, even though we had thought that a set
of principles had been agreed on years ago, an agreed set of prinCiples .was
formulated and now forms the basis for a set of administrative instructions
which, I think, have been issued by the Public Service Commissioner.
The introduction of this form of employment is not opposed by all unions.
In fact, it is welcomed by some as providing a kind of employment more suited to
the needs of some of their members within the community. But, it is strenuously
opposed by others. I believe it will bring a new flexibility to the Northern
Territory Public Service and continue the forward-thinking, progressive approach
to employment that has characterised the office of the Public Service
Commissioner in the Northern Territory since the formation of this service in
1977.
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Emergency Landing Strip at Nyirripi
Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Is he aware that the people of Nyirripi have been working for many years,
mainly with their bare hands and without government assistance, to build an
emergency landing strip? Is he prepared to reward this outstanding example of
self-help by assisting in its completion?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have no information regarding that matter but I would be
quite happy to obtain it and provide it to the honourable member before the end
of this sittings.
Funds for $l-for-$l Scheme
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
At a recent school meeting in Alice Springs, it was alleged that the
$l-for-$l scheme had run out of funds. Is that the case?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this year, strain has been placed on the $l-for-$l budget but
we will meet that commitment to the tune of $3000.
Casino Causeway at Alice Springs
Mr HANRAHAN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Is he aware of recent criticism of the structure known as the casino
causeway, Alice Springs, in particular its damming effect during flooding?
such criticism is substantiated, what will be done about it?

If

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member is correct. A damming effect, if one
can express it that way, is caused by the casino causeway which would obviously
be worse if the hand-rail was left in an upright position. Every time there is
a flood, the hand-rail goes down. The damming effect is not as serious as the
general community likes to think. The area of the Todd between the Wills
Causeway and the Gap flows down a fairly steep slope and local residents would
be aware of the rapidity with which the channel water runs down the Todd River.
There is, however, an effect towards damming by the causeway crossing. When the
hand-rail is down, this causes the water level behind the causeway crossing to
rise to about 300 m near the Kemp Street intersection with Leichhardt Terrace.
Beyond that point, hydrological examination has indicated no change in the level
of the water surface at all. It is significant to note that, of the areas of
concern that were brought to my attention after the last floods, the people
represented by a deputation from Kemp Street seemed to be the ones most affected
by and concerned about it.
Clearly, a review of the position has to be considered. While floods seem
to occur once every 20 years, to the extent where that area of Kemp Street would
be significantly flooded, it would probably be 1 in 100 years. It seems to me
that we are having a 1 in 20 years flood every year at the moment and this year
there have been 2 of them. People have been saying that a drought is due now.
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It is not coming, thank goodness, and we can expect perhaps that there has been
a climatic change and that this sort of thing will continue for some time into
the future. Please the Lord that it does because it is excellent for the
pastoral industry. As a result, the government has recognised that the causeway
has an adverse effect and has commissioned a full study into the feasibility,
technical and cost aspects of a proper bridge somewhere in that area to serve
the whole of the region. Another causeway would do nothing but exacerbate the
problem and would not provide year round access to that area. We want to dam
the Todd deliberately by way of a recreation and flood mitigation lake but that
has been blocked well and truly for the time being at least. That is the key
to the whole thing. The creation of the flood mitigation lake would provide a
complete answer to the problem. Nonetheless, having regard to the fact that
that is well down the line, if it happens at all, and having regard to all the
circumstances at the moment, the government is investigating the option
available to it to put in a high-level bridge at an appropriate place.
Because the honourable member has an interest in flood problems and
access problems to the new racecourse estate - that is, the Emily Hills Estate I point out that we are looking at 2 projects there~ One is the relocation and
upgrading of a causeway-style access facility. This would allow water to flow
through freely and also provide access to the Emily Hills Estate. There are 2
options available. One is where the existing causeway is but, because it is
very close to the Gap, it could possibly cause some hydrological problems.
Logically then, one would go further downstream to avoid any potential bottleneck
at the Gap area. In addition, we are looking at a connector drain system to
prevent the backwater-type flooding which is occurring in the Emily Hills area.
Mr Speaker, 3 areas are being examined by the government; east-west access to
the north of the Gap and east-west access to the south of the Gap, coupled with
a series of drains to alleviate flooding in those areas.
Electricity Subsidy to Nhulunbuy Residents
Mr LEO to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Has any review of last year's decision to withdraw the electricity subsidy
to residents of Nhulunbuy been conducted by NTEC or by his department?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am aware that the honourable member wrote to my office
before Christmas on this subject. Yesterday, he tabled a petition in relation
to the same issue. I am happy to tell him that I will be discussing the matter
with NTEC at the first opportunity. I hope that it will be possible to provide
an answer that will be satisfactory to him.
Alice Springs to Darwin Railway
Mr FIRMIN to CHIEF MINISTER
Since the so-called Hill Report has recommended against the completion of
the Alice Springs to Darwin railway line, can he inform the Assembly of the work
so far completed on the line and the future of such work?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Northern Territory and the Commonwealth cooperated on a
great deal of work to establish the infrastructure necessary for the construction
of the Alice Springs to Darwin rail link and that work was commenced some 2 or 3
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years ago under the Fraser government. From memory, $lOm was allocated for that
purpose. This has been expended over the last couple of years. Nothing has
been completed although 1000 km of the 1450 km alignment of the line has been
finalised: Alice Springs northwards for 770 km to pretty close to Newcastle
Waters; from Katherine northwards to Burrundie, about 130 km; Adelaide River
through to the outskirts of Darwin, a further 100 km; and about 190 km of this
alignment has yet to be pegged. Of the remaining 450 km, trial surveys have
been undertaken for the Burrundie-Adelaide River stretch and the greater Darwin
area for which 3 trial routes have been surveyed, including 2 involving a
crossing of the Elizabeth River. Only the Newcastle Waters-Katherine section
has yet to be surveyed. Detailed designs for the first 200 km north of Alice
Springs have been completed and ballast sites have also been selected. The
final environmental impact statement is being compiled and it is expected that
it will be completed within the next few weeks. Expenditure to 31 December last
totalled $7 337 463, the majority of which was expended on surveys and
associated works.
TIO's Loss
Mr SMITH to TREASURER
What effect is the TIO's loss of $3m on motor accident compensation for
the year 1982-83 likely to have on premiums and or benefits in that area?
ANSWER
The loss is likely to have a significant effect on benefits and or
premiums. At present, the government is looking at a series of options and
hopes to make an announcement on these very shortly. I point out to honourable
members that one option is to increase the premium for a class 1 vehicle - that
is, the average family sedan - from the current $151 to $204 per annum.
BHP Offshore Oil Discovery at Jabiru
Mr HATTON to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
BHP's discovery of oil at Jabiru has been well publicised.
this Assembly a progress report on development in that area?

Can he give

ANSWER
As the honourable member said, the discovery has been well publicised. I
think there was an article in last night's paper which indicated that the
results on the Puffin fields that are associated with the Jabiru discovery were
not as promising as people had hoped. Nevertheless, the development of and
exploration of offshore oil are gaining momentum and will continue to do so. I
have been advised that BHP is conducting more seismic work and is involved also
in three-dimensional seismic interpretation which is a very expensive method of
interpretation.
The level of expenditure during this period will be enormous. BHP has
indicated that it must drill at least 8 or 9 more holes in order to establish
the hydraulics of the field and extract the resource in the most economic
fashion, both for itself and for the community as a whole. I am very keen to
see that the exploration is carried out in a manner which ensures that every
last drop of oil is extracted from the field and that we do not become involved
in the quick-buck syndrome which some companies adhere to when they discover a
very good oil flow - they are quite happy to pump it as fast as they can in an
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effort to get a quick return and a cash flow. BHP and ESSO, who have been
partners over the years, have never indicated that this has been their policy.
However, in the interests of the Territory, I believe we should be working
closely with the companies to ensure that today's enhanced oil-recovery
techniques are utilised in this exploration period so that we obtain maximum
recovery from the field.
I believe BHP is planning to present to the government and the business
community of Darwin its perception of what the increased activity will mean over
the next 2 years, and what spin-off there will be for the community. That
initiative is a welcome one and should provide a good basis of understanding for
local business. I had hoped at the next sittings to be able to present to the
Assembly a very detailed paper on the work being carried out between the
companies, the NT department and the federal department, with particular emphasis
on what is happening, where we are likely to be going in the next 2 or 3 years
and what impact that activity will have on the Darwin region.
Police Investigation into BTB Eradication Campaign
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
I have been given advice that, because of the complex nature of the
allegations in respect of the alleged fraud in connection with the allocation of
destocking moneys, they require the attention of a specialist stock squad. Could
he advise the Assembly of the capacity of the Northern Territory Police Force to
conduct such an investigation?
ANSWER
I have every confidence in the capacity of the Northern Territory Police
Force to conduct this or any other investigation. In fact, I would not think
that this investigation would be particularly complex in relation to matters of
law. It may be complicated by reason of distance and remoteness. Obviously,
the allegations have been made in respect of abattoirs in remote areas and
probably pastoralists in remote areas.
Mr B. Collins:

You have to know one end of a cow from the other.

Mr EVERINGHAM: I cannot conceive how knowing anything about cattle would
have any relevance in relation to this matter, other than whether cattle should
be sold at a particular price, which is information readily available from people
in the industry. To the best of my knowledge, no police force is of itself
expert in cattle prices.
No doubt, this investigation will be carried out by the Northern Territory
Police Force in the same manner that it has tackled many complex investigations
in the past. I note its success in probably the most complex investigation yet
undertaken in this country during this century. It achieved that by seeking the
assistance of consultants. Frankly, I do not know whether it needs the
assistance of consultants or not because the Commissioner of Police does not
contact me every time he receives a complaint. At the very best, he informs me
of progress in relation to matters that become contentious and which I should
become aware of when they are raised in the political sphere. Quite frankly,
that is the way I like it. I like the Police Force to run with a minimum of
political interference, which is apparently unlike the honourable Leader of the
Opposition who would be down there checking the incoming complaints every
morning ...
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Mr B. Collins:

I just want to know about the Stock Squad.

Mr EVERINGHAM: ... and giving personal directions as to how each and
everyone should be handled. What sort of administration of justice and law and
order would we have in that sort of situation?
Mr B. Collins:

The sooner you go to Canberra, the better, I think.

Mr EVERINGHAM:

For you, certainly.

Mr Speaker, the Northern Territory Police Force is conducting an
investigation. The commissioner has alerted me to the fact that such an
investigation is going on. In the last couple of years, the Police Force has
recruited to its ranks a qualified barrister, a qualified chartered accountant
and a Bachelor of Commerce. Of course, we already have considerable forensic
expertise. Indeed, one of the country's most renowned forensic experts was
recruited from New South Wales recently. Within the ranks of the Northern
Territory Police Force, there is the capability to cope with most eventualities.
Where a capability is lacking, it has full authority from the government, and
funds are made available readily to hire whatever expertise is needed. As has
been seen in the past, we go overseas to get the expertise if it is necessary
and not available in this country. I thoroughly resent any imputation that the
Northern Territory Police Force would not carry out such an investigation
diligently.
Eye Specialist for Alice Springs
Mr VALE to MINISTER for HEALTH
Is he aware that the lack of a locally-based eye specialist is creating
problems for many people in Alice Springs and can he give any indication as to
when an eye specialist will be hired by his department and based in Alice
Springs?
ANSWER
The question of an ophthalmologist for Alice Springs is a perennial one,
similar perhaps to the question often asked by the former member for Nightcliff
regarding research into jinny crabs. Honourable members would be aware of
difficulties the Department of Health has in recruiting ophthalmologists to the
central Australian region. In fact, the department has to advertise overseas
to recruit ophthalmologists because it is very difficult to attract people of
that profession to the Territory. I am happy to advise the honourable member
for Braitling that we have employed an ophthalmologist who will be starting in
Alice Springs on 2 April 1984. We are recruiting another ophthalmologist from
Hong Kong who will be arriving to set up a practice in Alice Springs around
August. In the meantime, it is the department's intention to fly
ophthalmologists into Alice Springs every 6 weeks and they will carry out the
necessary consultations.
Mr Speaker, we have had problems with the prov~s~on of an ophthalmologist
to Tennant Creek. When we have one in Alice Springs, he is available to go to
Tennant Creek for 2 or 3 days at a time and see about 30 or 40 people on each
visit. It is a problem and I am happy that the department has taken the
necessary action to recruit an additional 2 ophthalmologists in the Northern
Territory. Hopefully, this will alleviate the problem raised by the honourable
member for Braitling.
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Inquiry into Chamberlain Case
Mr BELL to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Given the fact that some of the officers involved in the recently
concluded inquiry into the Chamberlain case were involved in the initial inquiry,
can he advise what steps have been taken to ensure that the findings are not
influenced by the conflict of interest which must inevitably arise where these
officers are investigating allegations which, at least in part, reflect on the
reliability of the initial inquiry which was their own work?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the best way I could answer would be to repeat the last 2
sentences that the Chief Minister said on the matter. I refer the honourable
member to the Hansard report.
Casuarina High School
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Work has recently commenced at Casuarina High School to convert an
existing covered area into an air-conditioned facility. What administrative and
management arrangements will be made for this facility?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I understand that the matter is still under discussion. I
believe that the school council is setting up a subcommittee to look at
management prospects for that particular facility and will be calling on
potential users to have input in those deliberations. Advertisements will be
placed in the newspapers asking potential users of the facility to come forward.
I understand that the facility will be completed in May.
Closure of Darwin Primary School
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Could he advise why the announcement to close Darwin Primary School was
not made at the end of the last school term to give parents the opportunity
during the school holidays to consider what they would do for their children
instead of leaving it until the parents and children had come back from
holidays?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Darwin Primary School issue has been debated at length in
the community. Also, it will feature in a debate later today. Does the Leader
of the Opposition believe that an announcement of that decision to parents
before the school closed would have helped the matter? I believe the timing of
the decision was unfortunate but there was no alternative.
Crocodiles
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
In view of recent sightings and the capture of a 3 m crocodile, what is
the Conservation Commission doing to ensure the safety of people visiting such
popular areas as Buffalo Creek?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member gave prior notice of this question so I
have the information that he seeks. The Conservation Commission is very much
aware of the crocodile nuisance around popular swimming areas in the Top End.
Commission officers have attended in response to every incident where crocodiles
have been sighted in view of the safety measures necessary to protect the public
in those areas. In relation to the Buffalo Creek area, the Conservation
Commission is considering the installation of an automatic recording device and
traps. Not only would this provide Conservation officers with time to work in
other areas but it would facilitate the recording of crocodile populations in
those areas. I assure the honourable member that not only is the crocodile
situation in Buffalo Creek being monitored carefully but other waterways around
the Top End, which are popular with the public for recreational purposes, are
also being monitored.
Flooding in Emily Hills Subdivision
Mr BELL to MINISTER for LANDS
What action will flow from his department's report into the flooding
problem in the Emily Hills subdivision in central Australia?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have no specific information before me on this matter.
However, I undertake to obtain it for the honourable member and will provide it
to him during the course of this sittings.
Flooding in Vicinity of Royal Darwin Hospital
Mr DALE to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
Is the Conservation Commission doing anything to alleviate the flooding
and silting-up of the creek in front of the Royal Darwin Hospital and is this
flooding and silting-up affecting the fauna and flora along the banks and
surrounding the creek?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, on taking up my duties as Minister for Conservation earlier
this year, I had occasion to visit this area and discuss the problem with
Conservation COlnmission officers, Certainly, a problem exists there. The creek
has silted up, especially around the supports of the bridge. The Conservation
Commission will be advising that certain action be taken. It does not have any
direct responsibility for the particular area. I think it is a case of shutting
the stable door after the horse has gone. In this case, the siting of the Royal
Darwin Hospital comes into the question, as does the siting of certain roadworks
and the level of certain roads in that area.
I think one of the short-term answers to the problem would be to flush out
the drains with high pressure hoses and thus remove the silt from the subsurface
suburban drains. The silt around the supports of the bridge would have to be
removed by hand. Flushing of the subsurface drains cannot be carried out until
some time in the Dry. At the moment, the high water level in the creek precludes
any action. Whilst we cannot resite the Royal Darwin Hospital, the lesson is
that, before any major public works are undertaken - and there will be major
public works undertaken in the future around Darwin and other centres in the
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Territory - deep consideration must be given to ordinary things like drainage.
It is only now, because of the good Wet, that the problem of drainage in this
particular creek has arisen.
Regarding the flora and fauna downstream from this problem area, there has
been no damage to the environment. It is a problem which must be considered by
several government departments. I will keep the honourable member informed of
progress in this matter.
TIO's Loss
Mr SMITH to TREASURER
In view of the fact that the TID's $2.2m loss in the general insurance
area obviously has been known for some time, would he indicate when he expects
the investigations on possible legal action against former employees to be
completed?
ANSWER
The internal problems that the TID experienced were a result primarily of
the activities of some former senior staff members. Investigations have been
going on for some time. Expert auditors have examined the procedures and
documentation of the operations of the TIO. It was not that long ago that the
gravity of certain problems became apparent as did the fact that certain persons
could possibly be blamed for those problems. Recently, the matter was referred
for a legal opinion as to whether further action should be taken in that regard.
Whilst it certainly had been known that we were facing losses in the general
insurance area of the TIO, a legal opinion has only recently been sought. I
think that answers the honourable member's question.
The nature of insurance is such that insurance companies, by and large,
attribute all the claims that are assessed in a particular year against that
year's income from premiums. Even though a claim may in fact not be paid out
for some months or several years in some cases, the actual loss is assessed when
the claim is made and a dollar figure is put on it. It is attributed to that
particular year's income from premiums. That is why it is possible to have a
loss on paper which may not affect the liquidity position of an insurance
company for a considerable time. It is not as if the situation came to light
instantly. The matter has evolved over a period of time and has been treated
very seriously by the TID Board and myself. We hope that, in due course,
justice will be done.
Alice Springs Lake Inquiry
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Will he undertake to make available to the members of the Alice Springs
lake inquiry the working model which demonstrates the flood mitigation effect
of the proposed Todd River Dam and, further, will he undertake to make available
a videotape of the Snowy Mountains authority's scale model of t~e actual lake
for their edification?
ANSWER
Quite obviously, the government will make available to the inquiry
everything that it believes the inquiry ought to have made available to it,
particularly if that advances the cause of what we think is the logical solution
to the problem. Of course, it will also provide a recreation facility.
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The answer to the question is yes. However, I am aware that the inquiry
has indicated, either in private or public somewhere, that its results show
that it does not need to do a great deal of engineering research of its own
motion. A great deal of engineering research has been done by officers of the
Territory government over some years. Nonetheless, the visual impact of those
dual displays is quite significant. One tends to wonder if professional people
are persuaded by pretty visual displays, as opposed to people like myself, who
are not trained in the understanding of engineering matters. It is an excellent
display, the video film in particular. I will make arrangements for that to be
available should the inquiry so wish. Obviously, we cannot force upon it things
that it does not wish to see.
School for Nyirripi
Mr EDE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Is he aware that nearly 300 people living at Nyirripi have been waiting
and fighting for some years for the establishment of a school and can he advise
when a school is planned for that area?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have no information on that question with me but I will
provide it to the honourable member in this sittings.
Rehabilitation of Sewerage Reticulation
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
I understand his department is currently undertaking the rehabilitation of
some sewerage reticulation. Is he aware of similar schemes that may be
necessary throughout the Darwin area?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, certainly I am aware of other rehabilitation programs which
are necessary. In some of the older areas of the city, such as Stuart Park, the
sewerage sy stems have been in for many years. Porbably, they were not designed
with longevity in mind. They are not of the sophistication found in the older
areas of Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and so on. Over the years, they have
deteriorated. It is a long-term project and a very expensive one. Necessarily,
it will involve a great deal of disruption to peoples' day-to-day lives,
including transport modes and flows. Worse still, of course, it can involve the
requirement of access to private properties. Where private property access is
involved, it is undertaken with the maximum amount of care, consideration and
consultation with landholders.
Elsey Cemetery Archway
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
What progress is being made with the replacement of the entrance archway
to the historic Elsey cemetery?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am unable to give the details requested, but I will ensure
that the honourable member has an answer some time during this sittings. The
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Conservation Commission is active not only in the environmental situation
regarding native flora and fauna, but in preserving certain historic places
around the Territory. I feel certain that the site mentioned will come within
the gambit of its operations.
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Discount Air Fares for Overseas Visitors
Mr VALE to MINISTER for TOURISM
Has he any additional information or any comment to make concerning the
recent announcement by the federal Minister for Tourism concerning discount air
fares for overseas travellers in Australia?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it is difficult to make any additional announcement. In fact,
these concessional air fares came into operation last Friday on the domestic
airlines. For the information of all honourable members, what the honourable
member for Braitling is talking about is the new concessional fares available to
overseas visitors to Australia and the comments that I made at the time they
were announced by the Minister for Tourism, Mr John Brown. At this stage, I
would like to say that I think that Mr Brown is taking a very positive attitude
to tourism. I want to try to work with him as closely as possible.
I welcome the initiative but, as I said, it does not go far enough. When
it was boiled down - and it took some days to boil down - it was essentially a
new wrinkle on an old face. Concessional fares of up to 30% have been available
to overseas visitors to Australia for some time now. With the announcement by
Mr Brown, concessions will be 40% or slightly above in some cases. In other
cases, the movement will be in the order of 3%. I readily concede that any
improvement is better than none. The announcement of these new concessions in
Australia were cosmetic because it is not Australians, unfortunately, who will
be able to use them; it is overseas visitors. By and large, they will be sold
overseas.
The problem is that, in the overseas marketplace where Australian tour
operators and representatives of the Northern Territory Tourist Commission will
be trying to entice visitors to Australia, there is a much more competi~ive scene
than in this country. There are far many more destinations for a start. In the
United States, which is an important market for Australia and an important market
for the Northern Territory, the concessions that are offered by all the airlines
are so much better than these concessions. Unfortunately, I feel we do not
really have any leverage on this new package which will enable it to be readily
marketed to the potential visitors to this country.
What we needed, at least at the outset, was something dramatic like a fair
cut across the board of 50% even if it were only for 6 months. That is something
you can talk about; you cannot talk about 2.7% or 10.3%. Whilst I compliment
Mr Brown for working at it, I do not think it will get us very far. I notice
that, by and large, the travel trade in Australia has reacted in a fairly
restrained fashion. What has been done is welcomed. It will certainly not work
to our disadvantage but I do not think it will work very much to our advantage.
We must do even more. The domestic airlines in Australia must be persuaded that
it is essential in their own interests as well as the interests of this country
that they contribute more to attracting people from overseas.
Mr Speaker, as I pointed out to Mr Brown, it is incredible that Ansett has
equipped its Boeing 767s with a third seat in tIle cockpit. As I understand it,
it is the only airline in the world that is flying with 3 people in the cockpit
of the 767. This costs an additional $3m in equipment for the aircraft before
it comes off the assembly line and I understand that it costs at least $0.25m a
year in terms of wages and so on. Of course, that is feather bedding and is the
other thing that is keeping Australia's air fares artificially high. I believe
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that the government should be taking a fairly strong stance with the airlines
and with the Australian Federation of Airline Pilots because, if there is one
association that needs the Augean stables cleaned out, I believe it is the
Australian Federation of Airline Pilots.
Traffic Signs on Stuart Highway
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
There has been considerable disruption to peak hour traffic by slow-moving
vehicles between Palmers ton and Darwin recently. Can he advise me when the
'Keep Left' traffic signs will be erected on the dual carriageway between those
2 centres?
ANSWER
that
Left
to.
that

Mr Speaker, I assume the honourable member refers to those sorts of signs
we quite often see on interstate roads which have words to the effect 'Keep
Unless Overtaking'. I assume that is the type of wording he is referring
Signs to that effect are at present under manufacture and we anticipate
they will be installed within 2 months.

On the general question of signs, no doubt a number of members in this
Assembly, and indeed people in the gallery, might think, 'Oh my God, not more
signs'. A view is held widely within the community that we have a plethora of
signs around our roads. My attitude is that signs should be placed only where
they are essential in the interests of safety. Whether or not it is really
justified to place further signs on the Stuart Highway for the sake of a smooth
flow of traffic when the key question of safety is not at issue would be very
debatable. In Alice Springs, between the Gap and the top end of Todd Street,
there are some 96 signs of which 38 are in the Gap area alone. Alice Springs
is a tourist town. People like to see the town in as natural a form as possible
and without a forest of signs surrounding it.
Mr Speaker, the other question concerning signs relates to advertising.
Currently, the government is looking at a policy in relation to advertising
signs. Clearly, there is a conflict between the business community and such
organisations as the Tourist Commission which believes that, as far as possible,
our highways should be free of signs. We have competing interests. The private
sector believes that advertising of its premises for local customer
identification is important; for example, for people who come into town with
broken windscreens.
Mr Speaker, the question of signs is one that the government is examining.
Personally, I believe that signs of a traffic nature should be used only where
the interests of safety are served very clearly by the direction of those signs
and not otherwise. Nonetheless, I can understand the position of private
enterprise in wanting its facilities and wares advertised. I would imagine that
I would be able to report back to the Assembly on this issue, which may seem
minor on the face of it. However, I believe it to be quite important for a
place that is now holding itself out to be a tourist mecca. I speak not just of
the Centre, where I come from, but indeed the Top End as well. I hope to be
able to report, perhaps at the next sittings, on what the government will be
doing on this matter.
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Ombudsman's Report on Investigations into Complaints against Police
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
What action, if any, does the government propose to take in respect of
the recommendations contained in the Ombudsman's report on the conduct of
investigations into complaints against the Northern Territory Police Force?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, before I say anything about this, I should read the last 3
paragraphs of the Ombudsman's report. I recollect some media reports of
comments by the Ombudsman in his report. I assure honourable members that I
have had lengthy and detailed consultations with the Ombudsman and the
Commissioner of Police in relation to this matter and, if you do not mind,
Mr Speaker, to highlight the situation to honourable members, I will read the
last 3 paragraphs on pages 17 and 18 in the Ombudsman's report.
Whilst my inquiries in this complaint found no evidence that the Chief
Inspector operated in other than a genuine manner, and the end result
of my investigation was essentially the same as arrived at by the
police Force, I remain with the question: Is this what the public has
a right to expect - that a branch of the police Force will investigate
itself?

Of course, he is not talking there of a branch of the Police Force
investigating a branch of the Police Force. In this particular case, it was the
Detective Chief Inspector in charge of the CIB investigating the alleged
misbehaviour of certain members of the CIB.
On the other hand, the COrrmUssioner holds to the view that officers
are responsible for maintaining the discipline of their subordinates.
To remove this responsibility could be counter-productive, although
it might alleviate the suspicion of patronage. The greatest skill
in the area of criminal investigation almost invariably rests with
members of the CIB: in any event, having regard to the size of the
police force, it is difficult to assign an investigation to an
officer who does not have, or has not had in the immediate past, a
professional or personal association with the suspected member.
I remain of the view that such administrative management of an
investigation of a complaint against the police places the credibility
of the investigation in jeopardy. Whether or not the economics of
enhancing the credibility can be justified is another matter, and one
for government.

Of course, Mr Speaker, the Ombudsman himself has placed the credibility of
that investigation beyond doubt because he said in the first few lines that I
read out: 'the end result of my investigation was essentially the same as that
arrived at by the police force'. When I first received this report for
presentation to Cabinet before presenting it to the Assembly, I sought comments
on the particular case from the Commissioner of Police. I think it is
appropriate in this case to read out the Commissioner of Police's report to me,
although I could do it in the adjournment this afternoon. It is 2 pages.
Mr Speaker, I now turn to that part of the Ombudsman's report concerning
complaints against police. As I have advised previously, time has now
effectively tested the Ombudsman's Act in its relationship to complaints against
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police. After considering the views of both the Commissioner of Police and the
Ombudsman late last year, Cabinet approved that the then existing arrangements
between the Commissioner of Police and the Ombudsman in respect of the review
and oversight of police investigations be rescinded and adopted a policy for the
future whereby the commissioner would continue to investigate all complaints
against police, with only those files which were relevant to the Ombudsman's
investigation pursuant to the Ombudsman's Act being supplied to the Ombudsman.
Of course, Mr Speaker, you and- other honourable members will realise that
the Northern Territory is probably still unique in this practice. It is
certainly not the case in New South Wales. Of course, an election has been
called there and the big promise is that there will be an Ombudsman to
investigate corruption. Here in the Northern Territory, anyone who is aggrieved
with the police can go directly to the Ombudsman. Complainants will be advised
in writing by the commissioner of the results of the police investigation into
their complaint and be further informed that, if he or she is not satisfied with
the police investigation, they may require the matter to be referred to the
Ombudsman by the commissioner. I am aware that the commissioner holds firmly to
the view that complaints against police must be thoroughly investigated for the
purposes of maintaining public confidence.
Mr Speaker, I stress that this new policy is not a departure in any sense
from the existing strict requirement that complaints against police must be
competently and thoroughly investigated but it does ratify an effective
procedure which accords with the legislation. I am advised by the commissioner
that the remark by the Ombudsman that, in at least 7 of the referred complaints,
the consumption of alcohol appeared to be a factor relating to the complainants
and or the witnesses involved.
The Ombudsman's observations concerning delays by complainants in lodging
their complaints is a pertinent one and is a problem that hampers the efficient
investigation of the complaints. The time delay mentioned by the Ombudsman is
generous in relation to one organisation which lodged complaints months after
the event and, in addition to this, often placed restrictions on police
interviewing the complainants.
The final part of the Ombudsman's report relates to police investigation
procedures into complaints against police. The Ombudsman refers to the
complaint of alleged menacing and threatening conduct accompanied by acts of
physical violence and the discharge of a firearm as highlighting the need for
the commissioner to review investigative procedures. In considering this, it
needs to be understood that, generally, complaints against police fall into 2
broad categories: firstly, alleged breaches of police discipline, such as the
failure to observe police procedures, general orders and instructions relating
to the good order and discipline of the police force; and, secondly, alleged
breaches of the criminal law by police officers, such as assaults. As a general
rule, investigation of breaches of discipline, whether they come to notice by
way of complaint or through the normal police supervisory process, is the
responsibility of the relevant police commander, while the investigation of
criminal offences, other than minor offences, lies within the expertise of the
Criminal Investigation Branch.
In regard to allegations of breaches of the criminal law, an additional
requirement was introduced recently. All such investigations files are
referred to the Solicitor-General for certification by the Crown Prosecutor that
the investigation was thorough and that an offence or disciplinary charge is or
is not warranted. Nowhere else in Australia that I know of does that practice
exist. It would be ridiculous to suggest that police should investigate
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breaches of discipline by 2 different sets of procedures, depending on how the
breach of discipline came to notice. This is particularly so when police
supervising officers may have detected a breach of discipline prior to the
lodging of a complaint on the same matter.
It is important that I say at this point that, although some complaints
against police may relate to alleged criminal offences by an individual police
officer, there have been no complaints relating to institutional or
organisational corruption within the Northern Territory Police Force. If there
was ever such a complaint or an indication of such activity from any source, the
Commissioner of Police would make special arrangements to investigate the
matter. I can assure you, Mr Speaker, that I want to keep that record as it is.
The commissioner is familiar with the recommendations of the Stewart,
Williams and other commissions and committee reports on organised crime and the
investigation of police corruption. Returning to the particular complaint
raised as an example by the Ombudsman, the commissioner recognised at the outset
that these allegations were of a serious criminal nature and he commenced the
investigation into the complaint immediately.
In situations where the allegation is made against a member of the
Criminal Investigation Branch, a dilemma arises. Officers who have the greatest
skills in this area are almost invariably members of the CIB themselves.
Therefore, if a senior CIB investigator is assigned to investigate a complaint
of a criminal nature against a CIB member, there exists the potential for the
accusation to be made that the inquiry was thwarted because of patronage. On
the other hand, if an officer from another area of the force is assigned to the
investigation, there exists the potential for the accusation to be made that the
investigation was inconclusive because the officer was less competent.
The commissioner is not prepared to sacrifice efficient investigation of a
serious criminal offence for cosmetic reasons. I think that is the nub of the
whole thing, although there were, in this particular case, certain circumstances
such as everyone being busy on the Chamberlain investigation and other things.
In this particular case, the investigation was assigned to the Detective Chief
Inspector in charge of the CIB because he was the most competent available
officer. Some may consider it unfortunate that he was also the supervisor of
the members against whom the complaint was made. It needs to be emphasised,
however, that he was not investigating the malpractice of his own branch, as
suggested by the Ombudsman, but was in fact carrying out an investigation into
alleged serious criminal offences, by 2 individual members of the Criminal
Investigation Branch. Even if the complaint had been substantiated, the acts of
2 individual members could not in any way suggest malperformance,
maladministration, corruption, conspiracy or incompetence in the management of
the Criminal Investigation Branch or reflect upon the Chief Inspector or upon
the management of the Police Force generally. In any event, it should be noted
that the Ombudsman reported that his extensive investigation found no evidence
that the Chief Inspector operated in any other than a genuine manner and the
results of the Ombudsman's investigation were essentially the same as that of
the police inquiry.
The commissioner recognises that these inquiries need to be carried out
promptly and effectively and without suggestion of departmental bias, and he
does not argue against the basic philosophy of the Ombudsman that justice must
not only be done but should be seen to be done. Nevertheless, it is extremely
difficult to assign officers who have no direct personal or professional contact
with members under investigation, especially if those members have had several
years service in a variety of commands and positions. In point of fact, the
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Ombudsman and the Commissioner of Police are not far apart in their views of
what would be an ideal arrangement. However, it is in their independent
perceptions of what is the inevitable compromise which would be practical under
the circumstances that their opinions diverge. The commissioner points out
that, of course, it would have been better had he assigned the investigation of
the particular allegation mentioned beforehand to an officer who was independent
of the CIB command. But the level of major and serious crime in the Northern
Territory is such that the ~ssignment of investigation is frequently determined
by who is both competent and available by contrast with a selection based on
competency and independence. At the time this particular investigation arose,
investigations of a number of murders and other serious crimes were in progress.
The commissioner feels that, at the time in question, he actually had Hobson's
choice in appointing an investigator.
In the search for a reasonable compromise between what is ideal and what
is practical, the personnel establishment estimates for an internal investigation
unit or, at least, an upgraded inspectorate, have been put as high as 15 members,
all of whom would need to be competent investigators. The situation is that the
operational strength of the entire Darwin CIB is currently 33 members. When one
reviews the relatively minor nature of the vast majority of complaints against
police, even if they were all true, compared with the extraordinarily high levels
of major and serious crime in the Northern Territory - I think there were 140
complaints last year - a diversion of resources is clearly not justified under
the circumstances. By way of example, the particular complaint to the Ombudsman,
had it been capable of being substantiated, would have amounted to an assault by
the 2 detectives. Apart from many other crimes under investigation at that time,
a significant proportion of the investigation capacity of the force was employed
in an Alice Springs murder inquiry of unusual complexity, the investigation of
certain aspects of the Chamberlain case and confidential inquiries into an
alleged criminal organisation responsible for the theft of millions of dollars
worth of property. This is not to minimise the importance of a thorough
investigation of the complaint against the police, but it must be remembered
that an extended investigation by the Ombudsman's office did not produce
substantially different results from the police investigation. The Ombudsman's
criticism is therefore one of principle.
Mr Speaker, I think it can be appreciated by all honourable members that
the Commissioner of Police recognises and respects that principle and, in all
possible circumstances where he can, will practise it. But, in these particular
circumstances, it was impossible and I do not think that any injustice has been
done as a result.
Crown Lease for Gardens Hill Development Pty Ltd
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
Is it a fact that no Crown lease has been issued to Gardens Hill
Development Pty Ltd for Lot 5299 Town of Darwin despite the fact that intention
to issue such a lease was gazetted almost 2 years ago on 26 March 1982?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it is a fact that no lease was issued to that particular
company.
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Alice Springs Abattoir
Mr VALE to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
Can he advise whether he has had discussions with the owners of the Alice
Springs abattoir, whoever they might be, with a view to determining whether that
abattoir will open for this killing season?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, late last year, I had discussions with the lessees of the
abattoir about their intentions for this season. The lessees and the owners had
not agreed totally on the conditions for operating the abattoir. They were not
able to give me any indication at that stage as to whether their difficulties
would be resolved and they would in fact be operating the Alice Springs abattoir.
In the meantime, a further issue has arisen, of which honourable members may
be aware, that relates not to who will operate the abattoir but who will pay for
the electricity account outstanding, to the tune of about $100 000 - an account
that has been carried by NTEC for over a year.
Mr Robertson:

There is also the water.

Mr TUXWORTH: The Minister for Transport and Works interjects that water
is also a consideration. I am not totally au fait with that but I am aware that
there has been a problem.
The short story is that, over the past 12 months, NTEC has pressed the
owners and the lessees for the payment of moneys outstanding for electricity
consumption. Those requests by NTEC for payment have not resulted in the
$100 000 being paid. During the course of the year, small amounts of money have
been paid on a regular basis to keep the power on. At the end of the season,
NTEC disconnected the works from power with the understanding that it would
not be reconnected until the bills were paid.
I might add that, at this stage, my colleagues and I were advised of the
circumstances and, without any reservation at all, I have given NTEC an
instruction that the accounts are to be paid before the works are reconnected.
I do not see any argument whereby we can allow the electricity consumers of the
Northern Territory to pay for bad debts that appear to be on our books because
defaulting companies do not pay their bills. The people who own the works and
the lessees are involved at the moment in an academic argument as to who is
responsible for the bill. My position is that the consumers of the Northern
Territory are not responsible and that the owners and the lessees should sort
out their problems and pay the account and then the power will be reconnected.
For the benefit of th~ member for Braitling, I cannot give him an
undertaking that the operators of the works will be the same people as last
year because they have not yet made that decision themselves. If last year's
consumption is not paid for, it is not the government's intention to reconnect
the works at all because we would be adding $100 000 to the total bill of
consumers allover the Territory and that is not a reasonable proposition.
Tracy Village Complex
Mr DALE to MINISTER for LANDS
Darwin City Council has leased from the Commonwealth Department of
Administrative Services Lot 4868 Town of Nightcliff, commonly known as Tracy
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Village complex. The land is occupied by the Tracy Village Social Club with a
bar area and bistro restaurant, a betting shop, various other shops, the Wanguri
Family Centre creche, a community hall, a swimming pool and the Pandanus Holiday
Centre. The lease on this land expires in March 1991 - in just 7 years' time.
What action does the government propose taking to obtain secure long-term tenure
over the land or, alternatively, does it have a contingency plan to re-establish
the facilities when the lease is terminated without compensation in 1991?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I remember the machinations of the then Lord Mayor of Darwin
to obtain from the federal government a more secure form of title over the area
which was formerly a construction village for the northern suburbs of Darwin
following Cyclone Tracy. I was Minister for Lands at the time and, in concert
with the Lord Mayor, tried to encourage the federal Minister for Defence to
agree to a lease for a period longer than 10 years. Despite the arguments we
raised about the possible need for this land, we failed to have any additional
period added to the lease. We failed in any attempt to have the area of land
transferred to the Northern Territory government or to the Darwin City Council.
Everyone proceeded from that point in the full knowledge that there was a lease
which had an expiry date in 1991.
The council chose also to proceed with construction of a caravan park in
that area. I think there may have been some hope in everyone's heart - and
perhaps there still is today - that reason would prevail in the end and that the
respective Commonwealth instrumentalities would comprehend that its activities
can proceed without disruption for a period of 10 years on land which is in fact
a buffer zone around a defence communications facility. The land itself is not
specifically required for facilities. If activities can carryon for 10 years
without disruption, then one could reasonably argue that they should be allowed
a further period of time.
I undertake to raise this matter with the relevant federal minister. I
presume it will still fall within the portfolio of the Minister for Defence. I
will ask if he will examine the matter and reconsider the possibility of
transferring titles to the area concerned either to the Northern Territory
government or to the city counCil, or perhaps issue a new lease for an extended
period of time. In the event that that is not successful, over the next few
years the various parties will have to look at what alternative arrangements will
be made following the expiry of the current lease in 1991. Certainly, at this
stage, we do not have any contingency plans about relocating the facilities. It
would cost a great deal of money as they are well established now. One would
hope that reason would prevail. However, I have already asked for a draft
submission to the federal government to be prepared asking if we cannot resolve
this matter without having to resort to considering relocation expenses.
Crown Lease for Gardens Hill Development Pty Ltd
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
Has the Crown lease been offered to Gardens Hill Development Pty Ltd for
Lot 5299 Town of Darwin and, if so, has it been accepted or rejected?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I recall that an offer was certainly made to the company
concerned. Such offers are made at the same time as gazettal notices appear in
the newspaper under the direct land grant scheme. To my knowledge - and I have
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not seen files on this matter for some time - the company has not accepted the
lease.
Apprentice Employment Scheme
Mr HATTON to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Last year, it was announced that, to increase the number of apprentices in
training in the Northern Territory, a scheme would be introduced requiring the
employment of apprentices on government contracts. Has the scheme been
introduced and, if so, what are its requirements?
ANSWER
The scheme to which the honourable member for Nightcliff refers was set up
after a great deal of consultation with industry. I understand this scheme was
introduced in November last year. The requirements of the scheme are to be
included in the notices to tenderers for government construction and maintenance
contracts. The scheme requires that contractors and also subcontractors employ
a prescribed minimum number of apprentices for contracts over a set monetary
value. I also understand that, where contractors are unable to obtain
apprentices, they may approach the Master Builders Association in order to
employ apprentices from its group apprentices scheme. Alternatively, I also
understand that employers may provide on-the-job training for apprentices and
there are indentures to government departments or authorities. This scheme is
continually under review by the Vocational Training Commission. I understand
that some problems are being experienced by the Master Builders Association
with the group apprenticeship scheme. This was raised with me by another
government member. The scheme itself is continually under review. It is being
monitored on a regular basis by the Vocational Training Commission.
Darwin Rural Fire Management Plan
Mr COULTER to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
What is the present situation in relation to the Darwin Rural Fire
Management Plan commissioned by the government last year?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I know this question is very important to the honourable
member because he lives in the rural area. Fire management and fire control in
the rural area is very important, especially in the Dry. The Conservation
Commission commissioned a consultant to report on the present position of fire
management and control in the rural area and to make recommendations on what
should be done to improve the situation. This report has been prepared and will
be considered by government in due course. After that consideration, certain
actions will be initiated.
I would like to draw to honourable members' attention that, for the people
who live in the rural area, fire management and control is very important,
especially in the Dry. People who have lived in the rural area for the last 10
or 15 years would know that fire management has improved because of closer
settlement and because people there are very concerned about the damage that
fire can do and, in most cases, take precautions themselves. When the report is
presented to the Assembly, it will be appreciated by all people in the rural
area because, from my first reading of it, it takes a commonsense approach to
the subject.
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Police Officers involved in the Chamberlain Case
Mr BELL to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
I preface my question by reminding the Attorney-General that there is no
connection between this question and any previous question that has been asked
this morning. Were police who were involved in a directive capacity in the
inquiry into the allegations made by Messrs Ward and McNicol in relation to the
Chamberlain case also involved in previous inquiries into the Chamberlain case?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as I indicated in my statement to this Assembly on Wednesday
last, that is indeed the case. It was pointed out that among the police
involved in investigation of the Ward-McNicol allegations were police who had
knowledge of the circumstances surrounding the collection of the original
evidence, and had been involved in the collection of the original evidence. I
think the Chief Minister has indicated this morning that, because of the size of
our Police Force, inevitably police officers within the CIB are familiar with
just about every matter which comes forward.
When we have something as complex as the original investigation into the
disappearance of Azaria Chamberlain, it would be fair to say that almost every
police officer involved in CIB activities would have been involved at some stage
or another. Indeed, from memory - and this is more a question for the Chief
Minister than myself - about half of the Police Task Force was involved in that
investigation. I thought I had made it quite clear in my statement, and in the
adjournment debate last week which I directed to the honourable member who seems
to have been offended so much, that each and every piece of evidence relating to
the Ward and McNicol allegations was provided to the Solicitor-General. It was
not the police who determined whether or not, based upon the allegations of Ward
and McNicol, a prosecution should lie. It was a decision of the Solicitor-General
for the Northern Territory after looking at the evidence provided by
investigating police officers. There is a quite distinct difference between that
and the tone of the honourable member's press release which was issued, I assume,
on the night of our little sparring match in this Assembly last week.
Mr Speaker, the information provided by the investigating police - that is,
police investigating the Ward and McNicol allegations - was provided in detail to
the Solicitor-General for the Northern Territory. It was the Solicitor-General
who weighed up the value of that evidence based primarily upon tran~cripts of
tape-recordings, voluntarily entered into by the witnesses and the people who
formed the basis of the theories of Ward and McNicol. It was on the basis of
those transcripts that the Solicitor-General formed his opinion.
Mr Speaker, if it aids the honourable member for MacDonnell at all, I am
willing to make available to him in my office the information which was available
to the Solicitor-General. I do not think the honourable member would want to go
through the full details. It consists of several thousand pages. It occupies
3 of those large folders which are about 4 inches thick and is written in English,
the only language that I understand. There are 3 or 4 of those. If I had
wanted to speak French, I would have gone to live in France. To be serious and it is a matter which I hope that the honourable member takes seriously - he
is welcome to have a look at that information, but I do not want it to leave my
office. However, as he is shadow spokesman for matters pertaining to law, he
may have a look at them. I am quite sure that, when he does, he will find that
the basis upon which the Solicitor-General arrived at his opinion would be the
same basis as that on which he would share that opinion.
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Conveyancing Guide
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
Is there any reason, legal or otherwise, that would prevent a competent
person producing a 'do-it-yourself' conveyancing guide relevant for people in
the Northern Territory?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, there is no reason that I am aware of that would prevent a
person putting together such a document. Indeed, there has been concern for
some years over the charges incurred by people who go to professionals for
conveyancing. My understanding of the subject is somewhat limited. However,
there is nothing in law in the Northern Territory that prevents a person from
doing his own conveyancing. If the honourable member cares to follow this
matter further, he should perhaps direct his question to the Attorney-General.
Biles Report
Mr LANHUPUY to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Has his department taken any initiatives on the recommendations for
improvements in Groote Eylandt communities as a result of the Biles Report on
Groote Eylandt prisoners?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this matter has been before the government for a number of
years. It goes back to the days when a Sergeant Gilroy produced a report
similar in essence to the Biles Report. The Department of Community Development
is looking closely at the Biles Report. At this stage, I inform honourable
members that I shall be travelling to Canberra on Friday for discussions on
this matter with the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Mr Holding, and a number
of other people. As a result of those discussions, I should have further
information on which to base decisions in relation to Groote Eylandt and the
Biles Report.
Re-accreditation of Diploma in Welfare Work
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
In the recent adverse findings of the panel appointed to assess the award
of an associate diploma in welfare work at the Darwin Community College for
re-accreditation, to the great discomfiture of students in my electorate, the
panel identified management as a major problem in the department. Can he advise
whether an external consultant or consultants have been appointed to assist in
the development of a new proposal as recommended by the re-accreditation panel?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am not able to say categorically whether or not a person has
been appointed for this particular job. I will obtain the information and give
it to him later today.
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Ranger for Gove and East Arnhem
Mr LEO to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
Has provlslon been made for basing a ranger in Nhulunbuy to service the
Gove and general east Arnhem area?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member has written to me on this subject. A
letter is on its way to him on this matter. The stationing of an officer of the
Conservation Commission at Nhulunbuy is not something that can be considered in
isolation. There is an important conservation consideration in that area
because dieback was discovered there at the end of last year. Before an extra
officer is appointed to the staff of the Conservation Commission, consideration
has to be given not only to the situation at Nhulunbuy but to the overall
situation in the Conservation Commission. Whilst I cannot give the honourable
member a direct answer now, his request will be considered.
Geriatric Ward in Alice Springs Hospital
Mr VALE to MINISTER for HEALTH
In view of the fact that the Hetty Perkins Hos tel in Alice Springs and the
Old Timers' Home in Alice Springs are both full, will a geriatric ward be opened
at the Alice Springs Hospital?
ANSWER
There is no intention to open a geriatric ward at the Alice Springs
Hospital but it is the government's policy, wherever possible, to provide aged
people with private accommodation. The question of that accommodation being
made available is subject to discussions taking place at the moment with the
Commonwealth Minister for Health who has the responsibility for issuing the
nursing home licences. Alice Springs has a very high proportion of nursing home
beds. I believe that the Alice Springs community is very well served and it is
not the intention of the Department of Health to provide that service at the
Alice Springs Hospital.
Department of Health Contracts
Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH
Has an inquiry been initiated into the approval of contracts in the
southern region of the Department of Health?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I ask the honourable member to place that question on notice.
I am not quite sure which contracts within the Department of Health he is
talking about.
Aboriginal Outstations
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
What is the government doing to provide essential services and funds for
TMPU activities to those Aboriginal outstations and pastoral groups which
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continue to be disadvantaged by the Commonwealth's attitude on not transferring
funds for this purpose to the Northern Territory government?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, in September 1983, the government approved an additional $2.7m
to extend the scope of the Town Management and Public Utilities program. This
funding was to cover a widening of functions for the 3 community government
councils beyond the present narrow TMPU definition, the introduction of a
measure of TMPU funding for municipal-type services to designated developing
communities which are considered to be in the greatest need - communities such
as Kintore - and expenditure on essential services and capital works of a minor
nature on certain outstations and pastoral properties which were not catered for
in the approved capital works program. This program for the present year is
well under way and it includes over 200 projects in over 80 locations.
Taminmin High School
Mr COULTER to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Can he advise when stage 2 of Taminmin High School will be completed?
ANSWER
Stage 2 involves standard classrooms as well as an agricultural facility
to the value of $1.75m. The only section that will be completed by the
beginning of the second semester is the agricultural facility. Stage 2 will be
completed by the beginning of the 1985 school year.
Community Government Councils
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
How many community government councils have been established under part XX
of the Local Government Act and what are the government's plans for the
establishment of further councils at remote Aboriginal communities?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, there have been 3 community government councils successfully
established under the Local Government Act: the Lajamanu Council at Hooker Creek,
the Angurugu Community Council at Groote Eylandt and the Milikapiti Council at
Snake Bay, Melville Island. Three other communities asked for community
government councils to be established: they are Belyuen, Pularumpi at Garden
Point and Nguiu at Bathurst Island. The establishment of each of these new
councils is expected by the middle of the year provided the communities are
quite satisfied with all the aspects of the proposed scheme. There is no
intention to establish a community council at any community unless the community
is fully aware of all the responsibilities involved and fully understands what
the community council concept is.
Larrakeyah Primary School Renovation
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Will Larrakeyah Primary School students be shifted to the old Darwin
Hospital later on this year while renovation work takes place at Larrakeyah
Primary School?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the issue of where the students will go during the upgrading
of that particular school was left up to the parents on the Larrakeyah school
association. There were 3 options initially. The first option was that the
children from that school be dispersed among other primary schools in the Darwin
area whilst renovation work was carried out to upgrade that facility. For
years, the children in the-Port Darwin area have been attending schools with
substandard facilities and I have pressed continually to have those facilities
upgraded and that is being done. The second option was that they remain at
Larrakeyah school whilst the work was being carried out. That would be a
disgrace because the children would not be able to work under those conditions.
The third option was that they be allowed to take up facilities in the old
Darwin hospital whilst work was carried out. My understanding at this stage is
that the Parents and Friends Association of the Larrakeyah Primary School has
taken up the option of moving to old Darwin hospital during the upgrading of the
Larrakeyah Primary School.
Air-conditioning of Rapid Creek Primary School
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Following the government's decision to air-condition classrooms in other
Darwin schools, will it undertake to air-condition classrooms at Rapid Creek
Primary School?
ANSWER
The government is looking at upgrading all schools as far as
air-conditioning is concerned. When a decision has been taken, I will report to
the Assembly.
Northern Territory Development Corporation
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
What incentives does the Northern Territory Development Corporation now
offer to attract new businesses to the Territory and to encourage expansion and
growth of existing businesses?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I think I have answered this question in this Assembly. From
memory, I think a question was asked by the Opposition Leader. The
circumstances of the case govern what the Northern Territory Development
Corporation or the Territory government is prepared to offer by way of
incentives for attracting a business to establish in the Northern Territory.
Our main criterion in judging whether we want a business to establish in the
Northern Territory or not is how much employment it will generate directly and
indirectly. I think it could truthfully be said that we would be prepared to
do anything from giving free land to a tax holiday depending on the nature of
the employment created by the particular proposal. For instance, to give an
idea of some incentives that have been given, I believe that a rendering plant
has been established down at Hudson's Creek and we gave a grant to the people
who were setting it up. There is a new bottling plant or canning plant being
set up by some company. We gave it a grant of about $100 000.
These grants are conditional.

Firstly, they do not get them until they
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actually put some bricks and mortar on the ground. If they do not trade for a
certain period and employ people for a certain period, then there is a mortgage
or other security over the property and the money has to be paid back. After
about 5 years, the grant becomes unconditional. The term depends on the
conditions laid down by the Northern Territory Development Corporation. Those
are a few examples. It is horses for the courses and we will crawl a mile over
broken bottles to get something which will offer 1000 jobs. That sort of
proposal, if it ever came, would probably cause such jubilation that we would
give them a 10-year tax exemption.
Executive Officer of Yulara Development Company
Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
I draw the honourable Chief Minister's attention to this advertisement in
the Weekend Australian ...
Mr Everingham:

I cannot see it.

Mr BELL: ... for the position of executive officer with the Yulara
Development Company. Is he aware that the previous executive officer of the YDC
continues to be employed by the Conservation Commission? Did the Chief Minister
or any other of his ministers issue instructions that this previous incumbent
should no longer perform his duties and, if so, why?
ANSWER
I have not seen the advertisement so I cannot really comment on it.
Perhaps it could be sent over to me in a hurry and I will have a quick read of
it. As far as I am aware, no other minister has directed the deployment of
anyone involved with the Yulara Development Company.
Mr B. Collins:

Just a quick squizz.

Mr EVERINGHAM: I will, thanks. I did not read the Weekend Australian
this weekend. Mr Speaker, I know nothing of this advertisement. Frankly, I am
really not aware of what is happening within the Yulara Development Company.
It does not now come within my portfolio area. The promotion of Yulara comes
within my area of influence through the Tourist Commission. About that I am
naturally interested and concerned. I have had discussions as recently as
yesterday with the Chairman of the Yulara Development Company and the Chairman
of the Conservation Commission regarding the transfer of a person from the
Yulara Development Company to the Tourist Commission. Nothing has been
finalised about this. There is nothing sinister about it. It is all to further
promotion of Yulara. About its executive officer, I am terribly sorry. I will
find out what devilment is on and try to provide an answer to the honourable
member before the end of the sittings.
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Family Counsellors in Alice Springs
Mr VALE to MINISTER for HEALTH
Can he give me an assurance that 2 positions of family counsellor in
Alice Springs will be filled at an early date and a third position will be
filled shortly after?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Department of Health employs 3 social workers at Alice
Springs Hospital. In late 1983, 1 of them resigned and, just recently, another
has resigned. As I understand it, advertisements and recruiting procedures will
commence as soon as possible. I am at a bit of a loss to understand what the
honourable member refers to by a third social worker. It is my understanding
that there were 3 social workers, 2 have resigned and 1 is still working at the
Alice Springs Hospital.
Doctor for Galiwinku
Mr LANHUPUY to MINISTER for HEALTH
Is the Department of Health considering placing a full-time doctor at
Galiwinku?
ANSWER
At the moment, the Department of Health provides medical services to all
the northern and centralian regions. There is a doctor employed through the
community association at Kalano for whom the Northern Territory Department of
Health provides some financial assistance. Arrangements have just recently been
made to provide the same arrangements with the Gagagju Association in the
Oenpelli region. A doctor has been appointed by that association with some
funding from the Northern Territory government. With regard to Galiwinku, at
this stage I am unaware of any approaches to the Department of Health for a
doctor to be placed there.
Rating Base Structure of NT Councils
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Has he given consideration to the Else-Mitchell Report which directed its
inquiries into the various options open to councils in the Northern Territory to
vary their rating base structure? If so, what is the current government
attitude to the request by the Darwin City Council to vary its rate base to
incorporate a minimum rate?
ANSWER
The Local Government Act review is currently in progress and it is
addressing the various rating options available to councils. I would like to
quote from an extract from a report by Justice Else-Mitchell on the Royal
Commission of Inquiry into Rating Valuation and Local Government Finance.
Justice Else-Mitchell said:
In areas where a high proportion of the assessments are thought by
councils to be bearing an inequitable low share of the total rate
burden and the rate is levied on the unimproved value of the land,
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it would be better to face up to the relative merits of rating on
improved or assessed annual values rather than to prop up the
existing rating system by attempting to graft upon it a system of
minimum rates.

Mr Speaker, the various forms of rating - unimproved capital value,
improved value, site value, assessed annual value or a combination of unimproved
capital value etc - are all under review at present. In the course of the
review of the Local Government Act, these options are being considered to enable
councils to exercise their responsibility in deciding upon the most suitable and
equitable rating system for their areas. It would be unwise to treat anyone
aspect of the rating system out of context or in isolation without considering
the full impact of this and other considerations in reviewing the act.
Replacement of Aboriginal Liaison Officers
Mr LANHUPUY to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
Will the Conservation Commission place any further Aboriginal liaison
officers in the positions which became vacant at the end of last year?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am unable to supply the detail the honourable member seeks.
However, he can write to the Conservation Commission himself. If he does not
want to do that, I will make inquiries on his behalf and let him know the
details.
Daly Waters School
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Has he given consideration to the establishment of a school at Daly
Waters?
ANSWER
I have given consideration to a school being established at Daly Waters.
The problem that we have at present in relation to Daly Waters is that there are
only 6 children of school age who would be able to attend that particular school.
I am sure that members would agree that that is not enough to establish a school.
However, I have directed the department to continue to monitor the situation at
Daly Waters. If the numbers indicate that a school is necessary, we will
establish one.
Alice Springs Subdivision
Mr HANRAHAN to MINISTER for LANDS
Will he advise a timetable for the development of Sadadeen stage 3 and
the proposed Dickson Road and Mt John subdivisions at Alice Springs?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, construction of Sadadeen stage 3, which will provide
approximately 124 residential allotments in Alice Springs, is well advanced. In
fact, it should be completed in about a week. The Dickson Road subdivision is
being surveyed at present and a development plan for the proposed subdivision
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has been prepared. It is intended to invite proposals from developers by the
end of March and to complete the subdivision by December this year. The
honourable member also asked me about Mt John. I advise him that the Department
of Lands is reassessing the Mt John area at present, as far as subdivision is
concerned, with a view to looking at where we should go in the future in Alice
Springs. I will endeavour to keep him informed of progress on that matter.
NT Hospitals Pharmaceutical Prescriptions
Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH
Are Northern Territory public hospitals still writing pharmaceutical
benefit scheme prescriptions for outpatients? If so, does he know the practice
is both contrary to the Medicare agreement and a form of double-billing to the
Commonwealth government because the Territory government tax-sharing
arrangements include a provision for Northern Territory hospitals to supply
drugs?
ANSWER
The question asked by the honourable member for Stuart is quite a complex
one. I will try to provide as much detail as I can, although it would probably
be better if he were briefed by officials from the Department of Health. I will
provide the information that I have to hand. At the last conference of Health
Ministers held in Sydney, the federal Minister for Health, Dr Blewett, stated
that there were several practices that were being carried out by the various
states but that he would leave it to the states. In fact, I would like to quote
from the transcript of the meeting. It is important to the overall attitude of
the Northern Territory government. Dr Blewett said on page 39:
One of the problems here of course is that very different policies
are pursued in different states, plus the fact that I do not think
that there is any debate here that the inpatient in the hospital
will be provided with drugs without charge. So we are really
dealing with one element; that is, the outpatient's provision of
drugs. It might be that subsection (x) provides us with a cover
for that outpatient treatment under sections 1 and 3: 'shall not
include dental treatment, and any other services may be agreed to
between ministers'. So if a particular minister wishes to exclude
drugs in relation to outpatient treatment, then that could be done.

Mr Speaker, the Northern Territory Department of Health, in so far as the
Medicare agreement is concerned, had pointed out that there was a discrepancy
in the definition of 'patient'. We thought that the definition of 'patient' was
an 'inpatient' not an 'outpatient'. It was a proviso of the Commonwealth
Department of Health and its minister that we would be able to do whatever was
in place prior to the setting up of Medicare. We have corresponded with the
federal minister on this particular point. Recently, I received a response
from him. It was sent to me on 28 February and was received in my office on
5 March:
I refer to your telex message of 10 February 1984 concerning
provision of drugs for outpatients at recognised hospitals. I can
appreciate that some interpretive problems could be faced in the
implementation and early administration of the arrangements under
the Medicare agreement. However, in this instance, the objectives
of the various clauses in the agreement which refer to drugs are as
follows: hospitals are not obliged to provide drugs to outpatients
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(definition of outpatient treatment at page 13 of schedule B);
however, where drugs were, prior to 1 February 1984, provided to
outpatients, the state is to endeavour to see that this service
continues after 1 February 1984 (clause 6.8, page 28); where a
hospital does provide drugs to outpatients, it may do so from
its own stock either free or, with the approval in writing from
the Commonwealth minister, at a charge (clause 9.7, page 35);
recognised hospitals may not, except in emergencies, write
pharmaceutical benefits scheme prescriptions for any patients inpatients or outpatients (clause 6.3(d), page 26).
The reason for this latter, clause 6.3(d), is to prevent a
situation arising where the Commonwealth is in fact paying twice
for the same service. The identified health grant to the
Northern Territory, paid under the tax-sharing arrangements, is
based on a Commonwealth share of the overall operating costs of
the Territory's public hospitals. This amount clearly includes a
component covering the provision by hospitals of drugs. The use
by hospitals of Commonwealth pharmaceutical benefits scheme
prescriptions, instead of drugs from their own stock, transfers a
further cost to the Commonwealth.
In view of the prov~s~ons of the Medicare agreement that has been
signed by both our governments, I would ask that your public
hospitals revert to their pre-February 1 practice of supplying
drugs to outpatients.

Mr Speaker, we issued NHS prescriptions for all private patients on
discharge and private outpatients. Thus, there is still a grey area. This has
existed since the introduction of Medicare and the signing of the Medicare
agreement. We are now corresponding further with the Commonwealth Department of
Health, through its minister, to try to clarify the situation. We are quite
sure that the Commonwealth minister was not aware that we were charging prior to
1 February.
Employment for School Leavers
Mr COULTER to CHIEF MINISTER
What levels of response have there been to the government employment
initiative for school leavers?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it was advertised widely that, in 1983, the government
attempted to set up schemes to absorb as many school leavers coming out of our
secondary schools last year as possible. I must say that, to some extent, the
response to the schemes from Northern Territory school leavers has been very
disappointing. Despite widespread publicity and material being displayed and
sent to every secondary school well before the closure of school at the end of
1983, it was necessary for the Public Service Commissioner to write to individual
school leavers earlier this year to try to draw some response from them. The
situation is as follows. A total of 150 base-grade entry positions were set
aside in the Northern Territory Public Service for school leavers. To date,
there have been 58 starters. There were 57 apprenticeships available and, to
date, there have been 54 starters. There were 93 traineeships available and, to
date, there have been 65 starters. The applications for Northern Territory
government scholarships have been disappointing also. The way we are going, it
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will take us a long time to build up the numbers of local teachers that we want
for our teaching service. The number of scholarships on offer is 80. That, of
course, is for the teacher training scholarship at the Darwin Community College.
There is a financial supplement of, I think, $3000 a year by way of student
support and there is a guaranteed job at the end of the course. For the 80
scholarships on offer, only 47 applications have been received.
In t~e finance and administration area, things are looking better because,
for 50 traineeships offered, 51 applications have been received. But you can
see, Mr Speaker, that only in that one area has there been any likelihood of
filling the government's target. Our continuing publicity directed towards these
schemes has not drawn a significantly greater response. I rather feel that, at
this stage, I should be giving directions to the Public Service Commissioner that
those traineeships and scholarships should now be made available more widely than
to school 1eavers. I think that school leavers have had a fair chance. It must
be close to 4 months since the end of school last year. There are other people
in the community who would probably like to avail themselves of the opportunity.
I think that, within the next week or so, I will be directing the Public Service
Commissioner to make opportunities available on a wider community-orientated
basis.
ADMA Farmers
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
What is the current situation relating to ADMA farmers; that is, their
numbers, the contract situation and the potential cropping for the next season?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can advise that 4 farmers have planted substantial crops for
this year. Two farmers, who have had continuing differences with the ADMA for
some time, have planted some crops but not as extensively as they would have
planted last year. If the honourable member wants the details and acreage of
the crops, I can provide that. I am able to say that prospects prior to the
last couple of weeks were good and the farmers were heartened that they would
have a good yield. I understand that it is so wet in that area at the moment
that it is very hard for anybody really to appreciate what will happen. In fact,
it is so wet that the field day, which was scheduled for next week or the week
after, has been cancelled because the area is inaccessible. If the honourable
member has any particular interest in a crop, the expected yield or data on any
particular farm, I would be happy to give that to him outside the Assembly.
Portability of Housing Commission Loans
Mr DALE to MINISTER for HOUSING
How many applications have been received under the recently introduced
portability of loans measures applying to mortgages administered by the Northern
Territory Housing Commission? Have any of these been approved and, if so, how
many and when?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the member gave me notice of this question so I have the
details for him. As at 17 February 1984, the Housing Commission had received
9 formal applications for loan transfers under the loans portability scheme
introduced on 1 January 1984. More than 200 serious inquiries have been
received regarding this scheme.
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Drainage at Marrara Sporting Complex and Rapid Creek
Mr COULTER to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
Is she aware of any problem with the drainage between the Marrara Sporting
Complex and Rapid Creek?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I inspected this area with officers of the Conservation
Commission shortly after I took up the duties of Minister for Conservation.
Following consultation with officers of the Conservation Commission and after
inspecting the site myself, I am quite aware that there are problems associated
with drainage discharge into Rapid Creek from the Marrara area. A major drain
outlet exists from the access road to the sporting complex. This collects
run-off from the complex area and adjacent residential areas and discharges
towards Rapid Creek. Some erosion has occurred and remedial action will be
necessary. Some remedial action has been taken already, but not very much. The
matter has been taken up with the Department of Transport and Works and some
preliminary designs for ground stabilisation structures have been prepared. The
Conservation Commission is developing a strategy to reduce specific problems.
As soon as this information is available, I will provide the honourable member
with further advice. Coupled with the drainage problems on the Marrara side of
Rapid Creek, consideration is being given to what could be a problem if it is
not attended to; the drainage on the other side of Rapid Creek. This will be
addressed when the whole question of relocation of Darwin Airport is resolved.
Interest on Loans to Yulara Development Company
Mr BELL to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
What is the shortfall between the predicted returns from the Yulara
project and the interest bill on borrowings by the Northern Territory Yulara
Development Company for this project? Who will meet this shortfall?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I think the honourable member mentioned this yesterday when
speaking to the bill that I presented to the Assembly. The information that he
requires is of a complicated nature and I do not have the figures in my head.
I will endeavour to obtain the information and supply it to the honourable
member in the near future.
Closure of Ward at Gove District Hospital
Mr LEO to MINISTER for HEALTH
I ask the minister to deny rumours that the Gove District Hospital is to
close one of its wards, given that there has been absolutely no community
consultation on this matter?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, there
last 6 to 12 months, we
that location. It is a
efficiency. The senior
to do minor surgery and

is no plan to close one of the wards but, during the
have had a series of medical superintendents situated in
difficult area in which to maintain a high level of
medical officer at Gove Hospital must have the expertise
caesarian operations etc. To maintain a high level of

38

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Wednesday 7 March 1984
efficiency in a very small community tends to result in a high turnover of
medical personnel. Under the supervision of successive medical superintendents,
beds have risen from 30 to 40. The Department of Health is now reducing the
number from 40 to the correct figure of 30.
Rum Jungle Rehabilitation Project
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
What progress has been made on the Rum Jungle rehabilitation project near
Batchelor?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am not in a position to give a full answer to this question
at this stage. I will do a bit of quick research and I might attempt to answer
the question later on during question time.
Sealing of Roads to Ross River and Hermannsburg
Mr HANRAHAN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Is there a program to complete the sealing of the access roads to Ross
River and Hermannsburg?
•
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, obviously there is a program to carry out these works but all
such programs are subject to normal budgetary considerations. We plan to
complete the sealing of the Alice Springs-Ross River Road by the 1985-86
financial year. In respect of the Hermannsburg sealing, which is Larapinta
Drive and its extension, we hope to have completed the road between the 73 km
and the 98 km mark from Alice Springs by 1984-85. The completion of the project
is scheduled for the 1985-86 financial year. But, they are subject always to
budgetary considerations which include Commonwealth grants under the State
Road Grants Act which are somewhat up for grabs at the moment.
Uniform Legislation on Securities
Mr SMITH to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Under the Commonwealth uniform securities industry legislation,
organisations such as the Litchfield Corporation have to meet certain
requirements before they can operate as merchant banks. Can he explain why the
Northern Territory is not participating in the uniform scheme when the rest of
Australia, that is the 6 states and the ACT, have taken the necessary steps and
when the formal agreement to set up the uniform code contains specific
provisions to enable the Territory to become a party?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the honourable member for his question. The truth of
the matter is that the companies and securities meetings are meetings of members
of the Standing Committee of Attorneys-General who meet separately for the
purposes of the particular function. The function was denied to us by that body
some years ago. We were not invited to join it. The position at the moment is
different, Mr Speaker. Through the present federal Attorney-General, Senator
Evans, the Commonwealth has invited the Northern Territo.ry to join that
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committee and, thereby, we would be able to participate in the very things to
which the honourable member refers.
However, because we were not invited initially to join in the companies
and securities meeting, the function, in terms of funding, was not transferred
to the Northern Territory. In other words, each function of the Northern
Territory, as taken over from the Commonwealth, has been funded. We have been
granted base-line funding in respect of those transferred functions. But,
because of the lack of invitation at the time, no additional funding has been
made available to the Northern Territory to carry out this fairly expensive
process. The Chief Minister, who would know more of this than I, indicates that
the staffing required to participate would be something like 16 in the office of
the Registrar of Companies. Quite clearly, that would be a significant burden
upon the Northern Territory coffers. I have written to the federal
Attorney-General, thanking him for the belated invitation to join and asking him
to ask his colleagues, both in Finance and Treasury, what they will do about
providing funds to the Northern Territory in order that we may participate. We
have been very firm on this from self-government. We do not take on additional
functions, which are currently the province of the Commonwealth, without
additional base-line funding with which to carry out those particular functions.
Apprentices in Training in Northern Territory
Mr HATTON to MINISTER for EDUCATION
I refer to the question I asked yesterday. Could he provide the current
figures for apprentices in training in the Northern Territory and how they
compare with those for the previous year?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I understand that there has been an increase in
apprenticeship training this year. It has been a slight increase. Some 1123
apprentices are in training at present. I do not have full details available
for the honourable member at this time. However, I indicate that the majority
of those apprentices are training in the metal and electrical trades.
Mr Speaker, I will provide the honourable member with the information at a
later time.
Forestry Operations on Bathurst and Melville Islands
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
What is the current government position on the forestry operations on
Bathurst and Melville Islands? Is the Conservation Commission monitoring the
continuing growth rate of the trees at Bathurst and Melville Islands and is the
current policy still one of a care-and-maintenance basis or are further
plantings envisaged?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition placed a question on notice
regarding this. If the written answer has not been sent to him yet, it will be
dispatched in the immediate future. I do not know the exact details. As I
understand it, work is progressing on Melville Island at Pickertaramoor, and
not only on a care-and-maintenance basis. I will not go into details of which
I am not certain. When the honourable member receives the reply to his question
on notice, he will find the details that he seeks expressed quite clearly.
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Palm Valley Natural Gas for Alice Springs Powerhouse
Mr VALE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Can he advise whether or not the Alice Springs powerhouse is taking its
original estimate of natural gas from PaLm Valley and, if not, why not?
ANSWER
MrSpeaker, I hope that we are taking considerably less than the original
estimate as that would mean that the Northern Territory Electricity Commission
would make great savings as a result of the smaller account. I underst.and that
the conversion of diesel generators in the Alice Springs powerhouse is running
behind schedule and is not being completed at the speed which was originally
intended. I understand also that the conversion of the diesels is expected to
be completed this year. In fact, it will be done as maintenance is carried out
on the generators throughout the year. I have no knowledge as to whether the
utilisation of gas vis-a-vis diesel is up to expectations. It is no better nor
worse than we had anticipated. In the long term there is no doubt that there
will be enormous savings for us because the move by the federal government now
to index excise will be an impost that the Northern Territory will find very
hard to handle over the years to come. The sooner we get away from imported
fuels and become self-reliant on our own energy sources, the better for the
Northern Territory in the long term.
Survey on Senior High Schools
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Can he report on the outcome of the survey conducted late last year to
determine the views of the public in relation to senior high schools?
ANSWER
I cannot at this stage. The survey to which the honourable member refers
has been collated by the department. I understand that, within 2 to 3 weeks,
I will be receiving a Cabinet submission on the results of that particular
survey. Until that detail is available and Cabinet has considered that position,
I am unable to comment further.
Hospital Charges for Pharmaceuticals
Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH
Given that the federal Minister for Health has indicated that
double-dipping has been going on and is still going on and given the need to
maintain the Northern Territory government's credibility with the federal
government in its dealings over financial matters, is he willing to issue
instructions to the hospitals to revert to the pre-Medicare arrangements for
outpatients while negotiations are continuing?
ANSWER
As I understand it, no person in the Northern Territory is being
disadvantaged at the moment regarding pharmaceuticals. I would remind the
honourable member that I mentioned to him earlier that discussions were held and
further arrangements made with the Commonwealth Minister for Health. At the
same time, I remind him that all we are doing in the Northern Territory is the
same as what is happening in New South Wales.
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Gosse Bluff
Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
I preface my question by referring him to Gosse Bluff, known to geologists
as a historic crater and known to the Malbungka family and perhaps other people
at Hermannsburg as Tnarula and to the Pitjantjatjara as Anarula. Is it the
Northern Territory government's intention to alienate this particular area?
ANSWER
I cannot give the honourable member for MacDonnell an immediate answer to
his question. I have been having discussions with officers and we hope to have
further discussions with Commonwealth officers. It may be that, as a result of
our discussions with Commonwealth officers, it could be possible that there will
be amendments made to the Aboriginal Land Rights Act which will preclude the
necessity for the Northern Territory to alienate Gosse Bluff or any other
particular area. At this stage, I cannot say with any certainty whether we will
be alienating Gosse Bluff or any other area of the Northern Territory to
preclude claims being lodged thereover. I can say that it is the policy of the
Northern Territory government, in a general sense - and it is certainly a
principle we would like to adhere to but by force of circumstances are prevented
from doing so - that public purpose land and national parks should be held in
right of the Crown for the benefit of all the public. Offhand, I cannot say
whether Gosse Bluff is a Conservation Commission national park or not but, if it
is a Conservation Commission national park, then I believe that, in principle,
it should be held by the Crown for the public in general.
Araluen Arts Centre
Mr HANRAHAN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Could he inform the Assembly of the status of construction of the Araluen
Arts Centre in Alice Springs and comment on any delays experienced during this
phase?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, from memory, I think the proJect is about 70% complete. It is
about 6 weeks behind schedule. We have had some rather unusually wet weather
and that is a contributing factor to the delay. Certainly, we have had
disruptions to our all-weather rail and not-alI-weather road systems. I think that
would make the completion date about the end of April. We hope that the centre
will be substantially completed in time for the Apex convention. It is still
the intention of the Association of Apex Clubs to use that venue. I believe
that it will be at a satisfactory stage of completion by then. Certain
architectural and engineering difficulties which were detected in the building
have been overcome. The problem of water getting into the orchestra pit has
been solved. After the very recent heavy rains, there was little sign of water
intrusion. There is a place within the complex loosely referred to as the
cellar - which I do not believe is a cellar; it is certainly not a wine cellar which is still admitting water. That architectural or engineering problem needs
solution. The consulting architects are addressing themselves to that and I am
hopeful that they will have a solution shortly.
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Local Government Act Review
Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
When is it anticipated that the review of the Local Government Act will
be completed?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I cannot give the honourable member a definite date but I can
assure him that the matter will be dealt with before next year.
Enterprise Mine at Pine Creek
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
When will the Enterprise Mine at Pine Creek commence and what impact will
it have on the township?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can tell the honourable member probably as much as he
already knows. I would like to advise other honourable members who, I am sure,
would have a great interest in any development that will affect the Northern
Territory and provide jobs. The principals of the organisation have been to
see me and, I believe, have held a series of meetings in Darwin with people
involved from both the mining industry and the supply side. They have also had
on-site meetings and discussions with people in Pine Creek about the impact.
They have also had discussions with senior government personnel outlining the
impact that they think the mine will have on Pine Creek and the various services
that they would like to draw from the town. I can advise honourable members
that they have sought clarification from the government on how they might use
Northern Territory electricity supply for their operation instead of putting in
another powerhouse in the Northern Territory which is becoming a very costly
burden to anybody who runs one.
The impact of the mine will be important. As I said yesterday in my
Address-in-Reply speech, although it is not a large-scale mine by any standards,
it does provide us with the confidence and impetus to explore further and
perhaps find bigger ore bodies that will last for many years. If there is
anything that the government can do to encourage the companies or provide
assistance within reasonable bounds, then we are prepared to do that. At this
stage, the companies are still proceeding with discussion and presentation of
their environmental impact study in order that the mine is developed in an
orderly fashion with the support of the whole community.
NT Government Statement on Relativities Review
Mr SMITH to TREASURER
Will the government provide to this Assembly the basis for its reported
statement that the Northern Territory would lose up to $30m if forced into
state tax-sharing arrangements after the current relativities review?
ANSWER
I would certainly be prepared to have a document prepared which outlines
the various calculations and scenarios which result from the Commonwealth
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unfortunately deciding unilaterally, despite the wishes of the Northern
Territory and all the states of Australia, that the Northern Territory should be
included in the relativities review to be conducted by the Grants Commission.
It will commence forthwith and report to the Commonwealth government by March
next year. Such a paper will take longer to prepare than this Assembly is
likely to sit during this period. I will endeavour to have the paper available
as soon as possible.
Drivers Licences for Diabetics
Mr VALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Can he advise if his department has any proposals which will require
diabetics to undergo a medical examination in the Territory prior to obtaining
a driving licence?
ANSWER
Obviously, the department has to consider this question, reluctant as it
might be in that consideration. It not only concerns diabetics but also people
who suffer from such unfortunate afflictions as epilepsy and like diseases.
Obviously, the prime consideration must be, firstly, the safety of the public
using roads and, secondly, of no less weight, the quite reasonable desire of
people suffering from such diseases to have mobility. It is bad enough to be
afflicted with an illness without being deprived of your means of transport as
well. The position ideally would be that the registrar, upon detecting or
knowing that a person suffers from such a disease, would make some other
arrangements to have the licence perhaps suspended. Of course, that is not the
law at the moment. I do not really know whether it ought to be. After all, I
think that most people would tend to cooperate anyway. The arrangement which
would be entered into would be to have the person who is suffering from such an
illness go to his own doctor or a doctor appointed for the purpose by the
registrar for appropriate medication. That doctor would then sign a certificate
to say that the medication has stabilised the illness to such a point that, in
his belief, an attack is unlikely to occur while the person is driving a motor
vehicle.
Obviously, very serious accidents could result from a seizure or an
unfortunate bout of illness while a person is driving on a public road. The
department will be publicising the position to make people who may be suffering
from these sicknesses aware of the requirement and desirability of personally
having it treated and the desirability of having a certificate issued to the
person who is an applicant for a licence or renewal of a licence to establish in
the mind of the registrar that the illness has been stabilised. Of course, this
is no different to the situation that applies to pilots. Obviously, those
persons have to undergo medical examinations. There are certain illnesses which
prevent the holding of a licence without a certificate from a doctor saying that
an occurrence is unlikely to happen which would inhibit that person's ability to
control the rather lethal piece of machinery that he is driving or flying.
Crematorium for Darwin
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
Could he advise the current position with the establishment of a
crematorium in Darwin?

44

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Wednesday 7 March 1984

ANSWER
I am not exactly sure that this question comes under my portfolio as
Minister for Lands. I would come into it if any person who proposed to build a
crematorium in Darwin was seeking Crown land. The options are open to any
proponent to purchase land and have it suitably zoned or rezoned, and to proceed
with building a crematorium. The extent that my portfolio covers this subject
is very limited. I suggest that the honourable member redirect the question to
the Minister for Community Development. He would be the appropriate minister
because he looks after local government, cemeteries, cesspits and so on. As
such, I would suspect such an establishment would fall into that category.
Crematorium for Darwin
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Mr Speaker, I redirect the question.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will have to make inquiries to see if this area comes under
my area of responsibilities. I will advise the Assembly accordingly when I
obtain the information.
Executive Officer of Yulara Development Company
Mr BELL to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
I refer the minister to comments in this Assembly yesterday in relation
to recent advertisements for the position of executive officer with the Yulara
Development Company. Was the previous executive officer removed from his
position at the minister's direction?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I ask the honourable member to direct his question to the
Chief Minister who has some information on this matter.
Yulara Development Company
Mr BELL to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
I would like to rephrase my question, Mr Speaker. Has there been any
communication whatsoever in relation to this matter between the minister and the
head of the Conservation Commission?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, if the honourable member sawall the correspondence and other
paperwork that comes across my desk, he would understand that I am not able to
give him an answer to that question.
Hospital Pharmacies
Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH
In view of his rather extraordinary statement earlier that nobody has been
disadvantaged by the new arrangement, which categories of patients who were able
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to get drugs from hospital pharmacies last year are now unable to get drugs
from hospital pharmacies?
ANSWER
I ask the honourable member to place his question on notice.
I will provide the Leader of the Opposition with some information
regarding crematoriums. As I understand it, there is an application ...
Mr B. Collins:
Mr DONDAS:

Assuming the drugs fail.

... for a crematorium to be established.

Mr Speaker, if he wants the information, I am happy to give it. If he
wants to interject, I will sit down and he can write all the letters that he
likes and it will probably take him a couple of weeks to find out.
An application has been placed before the Department of Lands for a
crematorium to be located in the northern suburbs.
Fauna sent to Zoo Negara
Mr COULTER to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
In view of the interest which seems to have been shown in this Assembly in
bird life recently, particularly sparrows, what was the purpose of Yarrawonga
Zoo sending 2 blue-ringed kookaburras, 2 red-collared lorrikeets and 6 magpie
geese to Zoo Negara in Malaysia recently?
ANSWER
I thank the honourable member for his question. Obviously he knows of my
personal interest in the Yarrawonga Zoo which is not very far away from where I
live and where the Leader of the Opposition used to live some years ago. In
his list of fauna that was sent to the Zoo Negara in Malaysia, he omitted to
mention 2 antilopine wallaroos. The gift of native animals from Yarrawonga
Zoo to the Zoo Negara in Malaysia was the result of negotiations between the
Australian High Commission in Kuala Lumpur, Zoo Negara and the Northern
Territory government. The common and native north Australian species involved
in the recent shipment were donated to Zoo Negara on the basis that it was
generating goodwill between the Northern Territory and our northern neighbours.
I hasten to add that it is the Northern Territory's wish to maintain friendly
relations with our northern neighbour in respect of not only financial matters
but also cultural matters and, in this case, flora and fauna matters.
Barramundi Fishing Plan
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
When will the Department of Primary Production release its barramundi
fishing plan to replace the buy-back scheme which concluded on 31 December?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the issue of licences for the next barramundi season has been
delayed 1 month. Most fishermen have been issued with temporary licences
pending an announcement on the buy-back scheme. The new buy-back arrangements
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have been approved by Cabinet and we are getting them ready for an announcement
in the near future. I think most people in the industry will find them very
acceptable.
International Hotel in Alice Springs
Mr HANRAHAN to CHIEF MINISTER
What is the present position regarding the construction of an
international hotel in Alice Springs?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I understand that work has commenced on the construction of
the international hotel in Alice Springs to be operated by the Sheraton chain.
There were statements yesterday regarding financial arrangements for the Yulara
project. Of course, these matters concern me because the Territory Development
Corporation rather than the Conservation Commission is in fact the guarantor of
the Yulara development project. The Northern Territory Development Corporation
is also involved in the financial arrangements for the international-standard
hotel in Alice Springs being erected by Central Australian International Hotels
Pty Ltd and to be operated by Sheraton. Of course, the corporation is involved
also in the financial negotiations and arrangements in respect of the proposed
international-standard hotel to be erected in Mitchell Street in Darwin, again
to be operated by Sheraton.
It was my intention in the course of this year, probably at the next
sittings, after all negotiations have been concluded in respect of the Darwin
project, to present a full and detailed financial statement to this Assembly as
to the contingent liability that the Northern Territory would in fact be up for
on a worst-case scenario with these projects and hotels and on the expected
scenario. We have done studies at various levels of occupancy of the various
properties. We have various figures that could be apposite.
In any event, in relation to the international hotel at Alice Springs,
the Northern Territory government signed the documents for the construction,
fitting out, completion and operation of an international-standard hotel at
Alice Springs on a site adjacent to the present casino. It is believed by the
Sheraton organisation, which will be operating the hotel, that it will
complement the Yulara project and of course the Sheraton Hotel at Yulara. It is
being developed by Central Australian International Hotels Pty Ltd which has
entered into a construction contract with the Jennings organisation. The
building is expected to be completed within 20 months of commencement and I
believe that is has been commenced. The owner of the hotel, at completion of
construction, will be the Australian Industries Development Corporation, a
Commonwealth government statutory authority which trades as a merchant bank.
It is contributing a sum by way of equity into the project. May I say that it
does not give its money away. Development finance is being provided by Westpac
and negotiations for the long-term financing are continuing.
The Territory, by itself and through the Northern Territory Development
Corporation, is providing various guarantees to the AIDC and the financiers.
The government is gratified by the faith shown in the future of tourism in the
Territory by the various organisations involved in the project, especially by
the Sheraton organisation which has signed a 20-year management agreement in
respect of the hotel. I believe that Sheraton's movement into the Territory
has been noticed not just in Australia but overseas and has been regarded as a
significant move by international airlines. Of course, Sheraton stands to make
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money out of the management agreement and we hope that it will. Central
Australian International Hotels stands to make some money if the project is
successful. Even if the government had completed the project itself, we would
have still been paying similar management fees and so on to whatever project
coordinators we employed. AIDC stands to make a fairly healthy return on its
investment.
I recall from the agreement that, within 8 years, it is hoped to find a
more permanent end owner. We believe that 8 years should be sufficiently long
because experience elsewhere has indicated that the first 5 years of operation
of these large hotels is generally a testing period. When servicing of capital
and so on is taken into account, it takes about 5 years or so for them to get
into the black. Basically, I think you could say, Mr Speaker, although I cannot
provide the figures here this morning, that is where the Northern Territory
government is standing behind these various projects.
I think I spoke about foreign banks' involvement in Yulara yesterday. We
cannot attract Australian finance into the project. Generally speaking, I am
hopeful that we might be now interesting Australian banks in long-term
financing of Yulara. They would not touch it last year. The syndicate is
comprised totally of foreign banks. This is because there is no financial track
record for this sort of project in the Northern Territory and, in my experience,
Australian financial institutions only back sure things. We have to ensure that
these projects succeed to establish the track record that will get similar
projects off the ground in the future in the Northern Territory without
government support.
Women's Affairs Shop front Information Service
Mr FIRMIN to CHIEF MINISTER
During the December 1983 elections, the government undertook to establish
women's affairs shopfront services in Darwin and Alice Springs. What has been
done to implement this commitment?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, a few days after the election, I convened a meeting of the
coordination committee to implement the various commitments that the government
had made in the course of its election campaign. Those were expressed
principally in the policy speech that I delivered. As the honourable member
for Ludmilla so rightly says, one of those commitments was that the government
undertook to establish women's shop front information services in Darwin and
Alice Springs. The Office of Women's Affairs was asked to proceed with the
planning of the 2 shopfront centres pretty well straight after the election.
Of course, that office has had problems recruiting staff but staff are now
firmly in place. That office has initiated contact with the property officer
in the Department of Transport and .Works to find suitable accommodation in
Darwin and Alice Springs. It is not anticipated that that will be very
difficult. Members of that office expect to liaise with the Department of
Community Development regarding the management and administration of the
shopfront centres. I anticipate that we should see the establishment of these
2 centres within about 3 months. I cannot recall the details but I seem to
remember something being said to me by the Director of the Office of Women's
Affairs in January or February to the effect that they were making contact
with the Commonwealth in relation to some information service that the
Commonwealth was proposing to provide. I think the suggestion was that we
should operate in tandem with the Commonwealth, somewhat along the same lines
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as the Northern Territory Ombudsman does. He does the Commonwealth Ombudsman's
work in the Territory for him. I fully support that concept. Whilst I was in
Adelaide a couple of weeks ago, at the time the Hill Report was announced
publicly by the Minister for Transport, Mr Morris, I took the opportunity to
visit a women's information service operated by the South Australian government
out of the old South Australian Public Library. What I saw there impressed me
and I hope that the Northern Territory women's information shopfront centres
can operate as effectively.
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Admiralty House
5

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1. Given that expressions of interest for leasing of Admiralty House
were called for on 24 December 1983, has the government yet made a
decision regarding the occupancy of Admiralty House?
2. Who is responsible for the maintenance of Admiralty House, and has any
maintenance been carried out on the house and or garden since
Christmas 1983?
Connellan Airport - Funding

7

Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
1. Did the Northern Territory government obtain funds for the Connellan
Airport at Yulara through the federal government's Aerodrome Local
Ownership Plan?
2. If so, (a) how much was made available by the federal government, and
(b) how much was contributed by the Northern Territory government?
Alice Springs - Rural Tourist Development

9

Mr BELL to MINISTER for LANDS
I refer to budget paper No. 5 for the
Capital Works Program, page 25, which
$98 109 for 'Alice Springs - external
ment', and ask to which rural tourist

financial year 1983-84, the
contains an authorization of
services to rural tourist developdevelopment does this item refer?

Ilpiye-Ilpiye - Lease
10

Mr BELL to MINISTER for LANDS
When will he make a decision in relation to the lease application made
by the Ilpiye-Ilpiye Housing Association in central Australia?
Gas Turbine - Alice Springs

11

Mr BELL to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
In regard to the gas powered turbine at Alice Springs power station which
has recently failed in operation, (a) how long has this turbine been out
of service, and (b) what arrangements have been made with the supplier
and NTEC while gas is not being consumed?
Criminally Insane Offenders

12

Mr BELL to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
How many offenders have been deemed to be criminally insane during
(a) 1983, (b) 1982, and (c) 1981?
NT Development Corporation - Overdue Loans

18

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT and TOURISM
1. What action has been taken to recover money owed by firms and
individuals mentioned in Schedule C of the Northern Territory Development Corporation Annual Report for 1982-83? (Schedule C being loans
with instalments more than 60 days overdue.)
2. Which of the firms and individuals mentioned in Schedule 2 still have
overdue loan instalments to pay?
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Housing Act - Waiving of Interest Payments
20

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for HOUSING and CONSERVATION
How many times has the Minister's discretion been exercised under section
29(3) of the Housing Act to waive interest payment requirements as outlined in section 29; and in each case where the Minister's discretion
was exercised, what were the particular circumstances that justified the
use of this discretion?
Bradshaw Primary School - Enrolments in High Schools

24

Mr BELL to MINISTER for EDUCATION
How many students from Grade 7 at Bradshaw Primary School in (i) 1981,
(ii) 1982, and (iii) 1983 enrolled in (a) Alice Springs High School, and
(b) Sadadeen High School for the (i) 1982, (ii) 1983, and (iii) 1984
school years?
Staffing - NTPS

25

Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
How many (a) Aboriginal and (b) non-Aboriginal people are employed by the
Northern Territory Public Service, (c) at what levels are these staff
employed, and (d) how many are employed (i) on a full-time basis, and
(ii) employed on a short-term contractual basis?
Staffing - Department_of Health

26

Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH, YOUTH, SPORT, RECREATION and ETHNIC AFFAIRS
How many (a) Aboriginal and (b) non-Aboriginal people are employed by
the Departr:Jent of 11calth, (c) at ~vhat levels are these staff
employed, and (d) how many are employed (i) on a full-'time basis, and
(ii) employed on a short-term contractual basis?
Staffing - Department of Community Development

27

How many (a) Aboriginal and (b) non-Aboriginal people are employed by the
Department of Community Development, (c) at what levels are these staff
employed, and (d) how many are employed (i) on a full-time basis, and
(ii) on a short-term contractual basis?
Christmas Island Trip

28

Mr EDE to DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER

1. What was the total cost in terms of salaries, fares, accommodation,
expenses, etc. of the trip he made to Christmas Island?
2. How will this benefit the administration of the Northern Territory?
Larrakeyah Primary and Pre-schools - Relocation

29

Mr EDE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
How much is the modification at the old hospital to cater for the
relocation of Larrakeyah Primary and Pre-schools to cost the government?
Yuendumu - Aboriginal Teacher Aide and Literacy Workers

30

Mr EDE to MINISTER for EDUCATION

1. Is it true there were 12 Aboriginal teacher aide positions and
1 literacy worker at Yuendumu in 1975 and in 1984 there are only
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5 Aboriginal teacher aide positions and 2 literacy workers?
2. If so, why?
Monitoring of Leprosy Cases
31

Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH
What special surveillance programs have been undertaken to monitor the
cases of leprosy in the Pintubi Aboriginals on the Western Australian
border?
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Forestry - 1981-82 Expenditure
1

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for HOUSING and CONSERVATION
1. How much of the $2.05 million spent on forestry in 1981-82 went on
(a) research activities outlined on pages 19 and 20 of the Annual Report
of the Conservation Commission for 1981-82; (b) Melville and Bathurst
Islands operations; (c) Murgenella operations; (d) Darwin district
operations; and (e) central Australia operations?
2. Of the $2.17 million for park development how much went to (a) Darwin;
(b) Alice Springs; (c) Katherine; (d) Tennant Creek; and (e) other
centres?
3. Was any planting done at Melville and Bathurst Islands in 1981-82?

ANSWER
1. (a) Research activities $441 000.
The forestry research program concentrated on 3 main areas
associated with plantation development and maintenance, native
forest studies, and utilization of forest resources.
The plantation research work was directed primarily at establishment of Pinus caribaea on Melville Island with the aim of creating
a resource base for private industry to supply local demand. This
involved the maintenance and measurement of some 50 experiments
with emphasis given to tree breeding, development of nursery
techniques, land cultivation and fertilizer application. This
research was found to have a number of broad applications, for
example, in the local nursery industry, where the forestry work has
lead to improvements in several areas such as nutrition and
containerization.
The broad objective of the native forest and ecological research
program is to provide information that will assist multiple use
management of native forests including timber production, wildlife
habitat protection and public recreation opportunities. Such
research work has also provided essential basic information for
mine rehabilitation throughout northern Australia, and is an
essential requirement in developing appropriate strategies for
dealing with local bushfire problems.
The utilization of resources research covers market investigations,
resource assessment, protection of timber in use, investigations
into properties and uses of plantation and native timbers, and
extension assistance and advice to Aboriginal communities.
(b) Melville Island and Bathurst Island operations $583 000.
(c) Murgenella operations $184 000.
(d) Darwin district operations $410 000.
This includes the executive and support function for both forestry
and park development. It also includes superv~s~on, programming
and logistic support for activities such as Melville Island and
Murgenella; fire protection and development for recreation at
Gunn Point, Holmes Jungle and Howard Springs; liaison with
Aboriginal communities, local councils and similar population
centres; and provision of appropriate support to other commission
units.
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(e) Central Australia operations $432 000.
Arid zone operations were aimed at providing suitable plant species,
land management techniques and research supported information for
use by local urban, pastoral and Aboriginal communities for a
number of applications.
Examples of practical applications included reduction of calf
mortality through improvement in shade tree establishment techniques
on the Barkly Tablelands; the provision of alternative firewood
supplies to Alice Springs, Yulara and smaller communities;
beautification of many communities and homesteads; and programs
to create habitats to conserve rare wildlife such as the 'bilby'.
2. (a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

*

Darwin
Alice Springs
Katherine
Tennant Creek
Other centres

$ 1 963 000
155 500
$
30 000
$
12 500
$
6 000
$

TOTAL

$ 2 167 000

*

(The total figure of $2 167 million comprised the $1 964 million NT
government appropriation and $203 000 for special projects on
behalf of other departments.)

Funding to local councils
In Darwin, some 40 parks were developed by park development before being
vested in the Darwin City Council. The Darwin Botanical Gardens was a
joint project between the commission and the Darwin council. Funds
were paid direct to the council for those aspects handled by their
engineering staff, in particular, work related to pond and waterfall
construction. In Katherine, funds were given direct to the local
council to carry out park developments designed and costed by the
commission, and this approach was also used in Tennant Creek. This was
to maximize the efficiency in employing local contractors and labour
where the commission did not have sufficient infrastructure to provide
as efficient a service.
In Alice
handover
the Todd
near the

Springs, most parks were developed by the commission prior to
to the council. The only exception was of part of the banks of
River, where the council was funded directly to develop areas
town centre.

3. One hundred and sixty-eight hectares were planted on Melville Island,
50 hectares of research experiments with the remainder being on-site
preparation and establishment trials.
Upgrading of Dump and Wambiaia Camps
2

Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
What steps are being taken to provide basic facilities to the Dump and
Wambiaia camps in Tennant Creek?
ANSWER
The 2 Aboriginal camps mentioned, the Dump and Wambiaia,are only 2 of
several semi-permanent and occasional camps within the Tennant Creek
township boundaries.
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The town council with some financial assistance from the NT government is
developing a new camp at Karguru for the use of transient Aboriginals who
do not wish to take up residence in the 3 permanent Aboriginal living areas
of Mulga Camp, Blueberry Hill and the Village.
There has been no application by any group to have these 2 camp areas
designated as Aboriginal living areas. Hence, there are no plans to
provide essential services or other services by the NT government to these
areas.
Electric Lighting - Warrego-Tennant Creek Intersection
3

Mr EDE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Given that ore traffic from east of Tennant Creek to Warrego is due to
commence in the near future, will he advise when the Warrego Road-Tennant
Creek intersection will be supplied with electric lighting?

ANSWER
My department has contacted Warrego Mine to ascertain the likely traffic
volume when ore production commences towards mid-1985.
A maximum of 18 road train crossings of the highway
directions) is anticipated and as sight distance
intersection, this is not considered to warrant the
ing. Warning signs will, however, be placed on the
give-way signs on the ore road.

per day (in both
are quite good at the
installation of lighthighway and mandatory

Upgrading of Stuart Highway
4

Mr EDE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Do plans exist to upgrade the Stuart Highway between the Seven-Mile
Homestead and the Three Ways in order to reduce congestion on this
relatively densely trafficked section?

ANSWER
It is planned to upgrade the entire length of the Stuart Highway to
national highway standard. The section in question is tentatively programmed for 1987-88, however, firm programming will depend on the
relative priorities accorded other sections of the highway and also on
the allocation of federal government funds.
The Member for Stuart will be aware that the federal Minister for Transport,
Mr Peter Morris, is currently withholding approvals for 5 major Stuart
Highway projects to the value of approximately $10 million. Tenders for
these projects have either been received or are about to close and the
withholding of approvals is causing serious delays to the Stuart Highway
upgrading program in addition to jeopardising the position of contractors
and their employees. Despite repeated representations no reason has been
given for this deferral of approvals.
Australian Institute of Management Courses
6

Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
1. How much is spent by Northern Territory government departments on
Australian Institute of Management courses?
2. To officers at which levels are these courses provided?
3. How are the officers who attend these courses selected?
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ANSWER
1. In 1983, $44 601.87 was spent by Northern Territory government departments on Australian Institute of Management courses.
2. Participants included tradesmen, foremen, technical officers, engineers
and administrative staff ranging from the A3 to the E4 level.
3. The selection procedure is evenly divided between self-nomination
nomination by supervisors.

and

Detailed returns from all departments and authorities are as follows:
AIM COURSES TABLE
Department/Authority

Expenditure
(Question 1)

Darwin Community
College

Nil

Transport & Works

$

Range
(Question 2)
Nil

3 515.00

N/A

Tech Officer Gr
Foreman
Engineer Cl 3
Admin A4
AS
Work Supervisor
Supervising Draftsman
Snr Tech Officer Gr 2

Advertised through
Department
Nominations approved
by Branch Head

Nil

N/A

$

2 890.00

A3
A8
E2

Self-nomination or
Divisional Director
has nominated employee

Health

$

2 995.00

A3
E2

Direct nomination
Self-nomination

Police

Nil

Nil

N/A

ADMA

Nil

Treasury

$

Public Service Commissioner's Office

Nil

Lands

$

JTDA

Nil

NTDC

$

Vocational Training
Commission
Law

Housing Commission
Community Development

Nil

Selection Criteria
(Question 3)

Nil

N/A

AS
A8
E4

Self-nomination or
Divisional Head has
nominated employee

Nil

N/A

E3
El
A3
AS
SASI

Potential, work experiience to date and the
perceived need to
improve present and
future work potential

Nil
A3
A4
A7

N/A
Self-nomination with
Supervisor's agreement
and final approval by
Chairman

Nil

Nil

N/A

Nil

Nil

N/A

1 735.00

3 395.00

880.00
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Range
(Question 2)

Selection Criteria
(Question 3)

Department/Authority

EXJ2enditure
(Question 1)

NT Teaching Service

Nil

Nil

N/A

Liquor Commission

Nil

Nil

N/A

Auditor-General

Nil

Nil

N/A

Museums & Art
Galleries

Nil

Nil

Self-nomination or
direct nomination

Legislative Assembly

Nil

Nil

Direct nomination

Chief Minister &
Co-ordinator General

Nil

Nil

N/A

Port Authority

Nil

Nil

N/A

Racing & Gaming
Commission

Nil

Nil

N/A

Ombudsman

Nil

Nil

N/A

Conservation
Commission

Nil

Nil

N/A

Primary Production

Nil

Nil

Circulation of advice,
then personal choice

Education

$ 27 661.87

E2

+ above

A9 - E1
School based
Darwin South Office
personnel

Direction nomination or
selection following
expression of interest

Mines & Energy

Nil

Nil

N/A

University Planning
Authority

Nil

Nil

N/A

NTEC

$ 1 530.00

1
1
1
1
1

Discussions with
training staff

x
x
x
x
x

Elect. Foreman
Linesman
W/shop Foreman
Mech. Foreman
Communications
Supervisor
1 x Finance Officer

Revenue - Casino Gaming OJ2erations
8

Mr BELL to TREASURER
I refer to the Fourth Annual Report of the Racing and Gaming Commission,
page 12 and the section headed 'Government Review of Casino Gaming Operations', and ask Of the revenue derived under the headings of (a) gaming licence fees;
(b) tax on gross gaming wins; (c) unclaimed Keno prizes; and (d) casino
operatives licence fees, how much was derived from (i) Mindi1 Beach Casino,
Darwin; and (ii) Alice Springs Federal Casino?

ANSWER
The split of casino gaming revenue between Alice Springs and Darwin is as
follows:
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1982-83

1981-82

Alice Springs
- Gaming licence fees
Tax on gross gaming win
- Unclaimed Keno prizes
- Operatives licence fees

$
$
$

Nil
128 432
20 447
255

$
$
$

Nil
97 846
10 874
640

Darwin
- Gaming licence fees
Tax on gross gaming win
- Unclaimed Keno prizes
- Operatives licence fees

$
$
$
$

30 000
1 613 789
94 951
360

$
$
$
$

30 000
1 530 911
19 850
565

Special Educational Services - School of the Air
13

Mr BELL to MINISTER for EDUCATION
How many parents of children enrolled with the School of the Air have
indicated that their children are in need of special educational services?

ANSWER
The number of parents of School of the Air children who have indicated
that their children may have learning difficulties is as follows:
Alice Springs School of the Air

Katherine School of the Air

Pre-school
Transition
Year 1
Year 2
Year 5
Year 6
Year 7

Pre-schou1
Year 3
Year 5

6
1
1

TOTAL

8

TOTAL

2
1
1
2
2
1
1
11

These figures, totalling 19 children, refer to the last 12 months.
Tempe Down. Pastoral Company - Lease Arrangements
«

14

Mr BELL to MINISTER for HOUSING and CONSERVATION
Have any arrangements been made between Tempe Downs Pastoral Company and
the Conservation Commission to lease back to Tempe Downs Pastoral Company
areas of Kings Canyon National Park which was declared last year?

ANSWER
A condition under which Tempe Downs Pastoral Company released land for
the creation of a Kings Canyon National Park was that a portion of that
land, approximately 250 square kilometres, was to be leased back to the
company for pastoral use.
The terms of the lease-back, including environmental safeguards, have been
the subject of discussion between the company and the Conservation Commission. The terms of lease-back are shortly to be considered by the
Conservation Land Corporation, which currently holds the area, before the
lease-back is finalised.
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Community Welfare - Allocation of Positions
15

Mr BELL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1. How many positions in the Community Welfare division were allocated to
(a) the remote area office in Alice Springs, and (b) the town office in
Alice Springs on (i) 1 October 1982, and (ii) 1 October 1983?
2. How many of these positions were (a) filled, and (b) unfilled on the
dates indicated?

ANSWER
On 1 October 1982 there were 5 positions in the remote areas office of
Community Welfare Division, Alice Springs, of which all were filled, and
11 positions in the town office, of which 10 were filled.
On 1 October 1983, the 2 offices had been amalgamated into a single
regional office, to achieve more efficient service delivery to both town
and remote populations in the region. At that time there was a total of
18 positions, of which 16 were filled.
These details include all positions attached to the Alice Springs Regional
Office, except for homemakers.
1983 Conference of Aboriginal Communities - Resolutions
16

Mr BELL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
I refer to a resolution of the 1983 conference of Aboriginal communities
of the Northern Territory held at Batchelor College on 20-24 June 1983, at
which the following resolution was passed:
'That immediate action be taken by the Department of Community Development
to ensure that basic facilities such as power, water storage and reticulation and funds for the provision of basic management facilities for the
Imanpa community are provided.", and ask what steps has he taken to give
effect to this resolution?

ANSWER
The Northern Territory government has already carried out some works at
Imanpa and will continue to program works subject to the availability of
funds and the priority of the work in relation to the requirements of
other outstations and pastoral groups.
A sum of $176 000 has been spent over the last 3 years upgrading the water
supply and storage. Work worth $20 000 was commenced in April to further
upgrade the water reticulation. Four bores, all unsuccessful, were drilled
in 1983 in an attempt to find an additional water service.
A sum of $42 000 has been spent in upgrading the access road. Funds
amounting to $29 000 have been made available for a tractor and trailer,
part-time labourers and for fuel, stores and materials. Funds will
continue to be available in future years for the latter type expenditure.
Further work on internal roads and on water reticulation are being
programmed for 1984-85. Currently there is no firm program to build a
powerhouse.
Funding of positions
17

Mr BELL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1. How many employment positions are currently funded by (a) TMPU funding,
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(b) other NT departments, (c) federal departments, (d) non-government
organizations, and (e) other, at (i) Docker River, (ii) Papunya,
(iii) Hermannsburg, (iv) Jay Creek, (v) Santa Teresa, (vi) Maryvale,
(vii) Finke, (viii) Imanpa (Mr Ebenezer), (ix) Mutitjula (Ayers Rock),
and (x) Walunguru (Kintore)?
2. How many positions were funded under the above categories on (a) 30 June
1983, and (b) 30 June 1982?
ANSWER
The information sought in relation to the Department of Community Development has been collect and is provided below.
The details relating to other departments and agencies should be sought
from the relevant Ministers.
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
30.6.82
Docker River

25 FIT

T MP U
30.6.83

Current

19 FIT
3 PiT

11 FIT

33 FIT
5 PiT

35 FIT

28 FIT

Hermannsburg

21 FIT

24 FIT
4 PiT

29 FIT

8 FIT
5 PiT

7 FIT
1 PiT

6 FIT
1 PiT

54 FIT
1 PiT

39 FIT

35 FIT
5 PiT

6 FIT
4 PiT

4 FIT
10 PiT

6 FIT
6 PiT

Santa Teresa

2 PiT

8 PiT

Papunya

Jay Creek

Community Welfare Division
30.6.82
30.6.83
Current

Maryvale
Finke
(Apatula)
Imanpa
(Mt Ebenezer)

3 PiT

Mutitjula
(Ayers Rock)

7 PiT

7 PiT

16 PiT

16 PiT

4 FIT

Walangurra
(Kintore)

FIT
PiT

Full time
Part time

Sales Tax on Freight Scheme
19

Mr SMITH to TREASURER
1. Hhich companies are currently participating in the sales tax on
freight scheme?
2. How long has each company (a) been in this scheme, and (b) hotoY Duch has
each company received from the scheme?
3. Which companies have withdrawn from the scheme?
4. How much did each of these companies receive from the scheme?
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ANSWER
Fourteen companies have received a reimbursement under the scheme since
its inception in 1980. Of these, 10 are still submitting applications
for reimbursement at regular intervals and are considered to be participating fully in the scheme. The remaining 4 have not submitted claims within
the last 12 months. These 4 may be considered as non-participants at
this time. However, they have not notified their withdrawal from the
scheme and they are still considered eligible for rebate if they choose to
submit details of sales tax paid.
A list of the companies which have received subsidies is shown hereunder.
As at 9 April 1984 a total of $648 092.93 had been paid to claimants
under the scheme.
Amounts paid to each supplier are confidential because release ·of the
information may allow competitors some knowledge about the operation of
another company which would otherwise not be available.
In these circumstances I will make details available on a confidential
basis to the honourable Member.
Sales Tax on Freight Subsidy Scheme
COMPANIES CURRENTLY PARTICIPATING
Period of Participation

Company
Baruwei Enterprises
C & R Distributors Pty Ltd
Port Darwin Motors Pty Ltd
NT Musical and Electrical Pty Ltd
QUF Industries
Nautical Supplies
Hickman Holdings Pty Ltd
R. Hoy Trading Company Pty Ltd
Ted's Bridgestone Tyre Service
Barry Humphries Pty Ltd

July 1980 - June 1983
July 1980 - November 1983
July 1980 - November 1983
July 1980 - November 1983
July 1980 - January 1984
July 1980 - January 1984
July 1980 - November 1983
July 1980 - November 1983
November 1981 - April 1983
July 1980 - December 1983

COMPANIES WHICH HAVE NOT LODGED CLAIMS WITHIN LAST 12 MONTHS
Period of Participation

Company

July
July
July
July

B.C. Enterprises Pty Ltd
Auto Colour and Supplies
Mases Meat Company Pty Ltd
Kelair

1980
1980
1980
1980

-

June 1981
December 1981
December 1981
April 1981

TIO - Legal Opinion on Actions of Former Employees
21

Mr SMITH to TREASURER
1. Has he received the legal opinion on the actions of the former
employees of the Territory Insurance Office said to be involved in
$2.2m loss for 1982-83 in the field of general insurance?
2. If so, have either civil or criminal proceedings been instigated or
are they being contemplated?
3. If not, when does he expect to receive the legal opinion?

ANSWER
As part of my explanation to the Assembly regarding the TIO loss I
mentioned that advice was being sought as to possible proceedings against
former employees. I did so so that honourable Members would be aware of
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the circumstances leading to and arising from the losses being examined.
However, having said that, it is not appropriate that I should say
anything further concerning any possible court proceedings, for to do so
may be prejudicial to the TIO and indeed the other persons involved.
TIO - Claims under Motor Accident Compensation Scheme
22

Mr SMITH to TREASURER
The 1982-83 Annual Report of the Territory Insurance Office showed that
claims incurred under the Motor Accident Compensation Scheme amounted to
$11 513 520.
1. Of that amount, how much as (a) paid out in common law awards to nonTerritorians and how many claims did this involve, (b) set aside for
common law awards to non-Territorians and how many claims does this
involve, (c) paid out under section 5 of the Motor Accidents (Compensation) Act and how many claims did this involve, (d) set aside for claims
under section 5 of the Motor Accidents (Compensation) Act and how many
claims does this involve, (d) paid out under section 13 and how many
claims did this involve, and (f) set aside for claims under section 13
and how many claims does this involve?
2. Of that amount, how much can be attributed to mature claims from
accidents in preceding years?
3. Excluding common law awards to non-Territorians, how many payouts by the
TIO under the Motor Accident Compensation Scheme involved benefits in
excess of the limits set in the Motor Accidents (Compensation) Act?

ANSWER
1 July 1982 - 30 June 1983 (1)
CLAIMS INCURRED

$11 513 520

$

No. (2)

1. (a) Common Law - Non-Territorians
Payments

9

47 555

(b) Common Law - Non-Territorians
Outstandings as at 1.7.82
30.6.83

N/A
78

See Note 3
1 089 544

(c) Common Law - Non-Territorians
Payments

62

305 765

(d) Common Law - Non-Territorians
Outstandings as at 1.7.82
30.6.83

N/A
483

See Note 3
5 987 760

(e) S. 13 Payments

463

415 200

(f) S. 13 Outstanding as at 1.7.82
30.6.83

N/A
257

See Note 3
10 351 402

2. Accident Year

Incurred Movement in 1982-83

1979-80
1980-81
1981-82

$ 262 639
$ 237 311
$ 208 492
$ 708 442
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No.
3. Benefits paid in excess of limits per MACA
(Other than Common Law)
NOTES:

1

$
10 000

(1) These figures do not include adjustments for IBNR, IBNER and actuarial
adjustments.
(2) Particular care is needed in interpreting the statistics of numbers
of claims as many claims appear under more than one head of benefit
and in many-cases the same claim would appear under both "outstandings"
and "payments".
(3) Figures disaggregated by head of benefit are not now availabe at these
dates as the computer system in use at the time was a continuous
update system which meant that historical data was continuously replaced
by current data. An attempt has been made to recalculate the figure
by estimation, and this has yielded an aggregate figure of $7.9m for
the three missing items contained.
TIO - Claims under Motor Accident Compensation Scheme
23

Mr SMITH to TREASURER
1. For the period 1 July 1983 to 30 March 1984, in respect of claims
incurred under the Motor Accident Compensation Scheme, how much was
(a) paid out in common law awards to non-Territorians and how many
claims did this involve, (b) set aside for common law awards to nonTerritorians and how many claims does this involve, (c) paid out under
section 5 of the Motor Accidents (Compensation) Act and how many claims
did this involve, (d) set aside for claims under section 5 of the Motor
Accidents (Compensation) Act and how many claims does this involve;
(e) paid out under section 13 and how many claims did this involve, and
(f) set aside for claims under section 13 and how many claims does this
involve?
2. For that period, excluding common law awards to non-Territorians, how
many payouts by the TIO under the Motor Accident Compensation Scheme
involved benefits in excess of the limits set in the Motor Accidents
(Compensation) Act?

ANSWER
1 July 1983 - 30 March 1984 (1)
No. (2)

$

1. (a) Common Law - Non-Territorians

10

53 750

(b) Common Law - Non-Territorians
Outstandings as at 1.7.83
30.3.84

78
120

1 089 544
3 391 074

(c) Common Law - Non-Territorians
Payments

54

956 259

(d) Common Law - Non-Territorians
Outstandings as at 1.7.83
30.3.84

483
665

5 983 760
8 053 002

(e) S. 13 Payments

546

446 607

Payments
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(f) S. 13 Outstanding as at 1.7.83
30.3.84
2. Benefits paid in excess of limits per MACA
(Other than Cornman Law)
NOTES:

197
257

5 930 466
10 351 402

1

10 000

(1) These figures do not include adjustments for IBNR, IBNER and actuarial
adjustments.
(2) Particular care is needed in interpreting the statistics of numbers of
claims as amny claims appear under more than one head of benefit and
in many cases the same claim would appear under both "outstandings"
and "payments".
Leader of the Opposition - Air Travel
32

Mr VALE to CHIEF MINISTER
1. How many trips did the Leader of the Opposition take on commercial aircraft in the Northern Territory from 1 June 1981 to 31 May 1984?
2. How many of such trips were (a) first class, and (b) economy class?

ANSHER
L

62.

2. (a) 12, and (b) 50.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Tuesday 5 June 1984

Alice Springs Recreation Lake
Mr VALE to CHIEF MINISTER
Has the inquiry into the proposed lake in Alice Springs been completed,
and when does he anticipate receiving a copy of that report?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I cannot help the Assembly with regard to the inquiry itself.
For all I know, the inquiry may still be proceeding.'
I saw the chairman of
the inquiry into the proposed recreation lake for Alice Springs whilst I was
in Alice Springs last week for the consecration of the new Anglican Church
of the Ascension. In the crowd of people, I did not have the opportunity to
speak to the chairman of the inquiry so I was not able to find out what the
situation was. But I have been told that it is likely that the inquiry will
have its report ready for the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and for the
Northern Territory government by the end of July. That is the situation as
best I am aware of it at the present time.
NT Government Contingent Liabilities
Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
Will he undertake to provide this Assembly with a brief outlining the
total contingent liabilities entered into by the Northern Territory government
in respect of its loans, guarantees, deferred payments scheme and whatever to
date and, in light of the current negotiations in respect of further developments, also provide the projected total contingent liabilities expected by the
end of the 1984-85 financial year?
ANSWER
I can undertake that the Assembly will be advised of certain information
relating to the contingent liabilities of the government in the period up to
date. The honourable member mentioned matters which might relate to agreements
currently under negotiation. As I understand it, the proposals he is referring
to are indeed under negotiation at this time. It would be inappropriate to try
to assess the extent of government contingent liability when these matters have
not been finalised. Of course, that does not apply to other projects which the
government has announced and entered into agreements on in its attempt to
improve the Northern Territory economy by the expansion of tourism infrastructure
and other economic development proposals. I will undertake to provide information to the Leader of the Opposition during the course of the sittings.
Ashmore Reef Fishing Area
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
What is the current status of the Ashmore Reef area in relation to
commercial fishing by Northern Territory fishermen? I understand that the
Australian government last year proposed that the area be closed to us and
that Indonesians only be permitted to fish the area.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as honourable members will be aware, the status of the Ashmore
Reef area and Cartier Islands has been a matter of concern to the Northern
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Territory government since 1 July 1978. I think it was on 30 June that year
that the Commonwealth, with a smooth sleight of hand, took those islands out of
the jurisdiction of the Northern Territory where they had been for some time.
We have always maintained the position that the islands should be placed back
under Territory jurisdiction for administrative purposes.
The notice of intention to declare the reserve was published by the
Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service in the Northern Territory News
on 8 February 1983. The reserve was proclaimed in Commonwealth Gazette G32
of 16 August 1983 and comments were sought from the Department of Primary
Production in the Northern Territory by a letter of 15 November 1983 in regard
to the future management of the reserve as far as fisheries were concerned.
The Department of Primary Production responded to the request by the Australian
National Parks and Wildlife Service and made the following points for consideration in the management program: firstly, to provide for the continuation of
commercial development of demersal reef fish and pelagic fish resources within
the proposed reserve area; secondly, to note in the zoning of the reserve
around the islands for commercial fishing that demersal reef fish resources
are located in water depths that are less than 15 m and that the pelagic fish
resources, in the main, are highly migratory and not specific to the reserve
area; and, thirdly, to recognise the exercise of appropriate Commonwealth, state
and or Northern Territory fisheries legislation under which commercial fishing
activities are regulated within the proposed reserve area. That is pretty
reasonable because fleets from the states would be involved in fishing in that
area.
Mr Speaker, the upshot of all that was that the area was proclaimed as a
reserve on 16 August 1983. As a result, Australian commercial fishermen are
not permitted to fish within the boundaries of the reserve. However, in
accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding between the Australian and
Indonesian governments, dated 7 November 1974, Indonesian traditional fishermen
are still permitted entry to the reserve area. The reserve, I might add, has
an area of about 580 km 2 •
Mr Speaker, the matter of great concern to our government is that our own
fishermen are precluded from the area in an unreasonable and arbitrary way.
The process of consultation that we very sincerely wished to become involved
in was no more than a request for advice. When the advice was received about
our concerns, it was set aside. For all the talk about consultation that goes
on in Canberra, there are a few people around in that bureaucracy who still
have not got the message from the Prime Minister that consultation is a part of
his government's modus operandi.
Financing Arrangements for Hotel-Casino Complexes
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
The Chief Minister recently made some statements on ABC radio relating, in
a broad way, to the financial aspects of the financing arrangements of the new
hotel-casino complexes. I want clarification of this. Do the financing
arrangements in respect to the hotel-casino complexes in Darwin and Alice
Springs require the Northern Territory government, either directly or through
any of its agencies, to provide substantial loans at reduced rates of interest
and or direct equity involvement in the project?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as the Treasurer said a few minutes ago, negotiations in
relation to this project are still going on at this time. In fact, officials
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of the Northern Territory government, the Northern Territory Treasury, the
Northern Territory Development Corporation and lawyers appointed by the
Northern Territory government are presently sitting around a table in London
attempting to refine the various broad proposals that have been agreed to in
principle between the NTDC, Federal Hotels and the 2 groups which are proposing
to enter into a partnership to be the new operators of the casino. They are
the Sands Hotel Casino from Atlantic City, which is a subsidiary of the Pratt
Hotels chain of the United States, and Aspinalls of the United Kingdom. Of
course, over all that, provisions must be made for the establishment of a
property trust. That is the thinking at the present.
However, as I think I said on radio or, certainly, at the press conference
when I announced these proposals, although the current thinking is for a
property trust, after the operation has been set up and has been running for
some time - I think 7 years - the broad mass of Territorians, and for that
matter Australians, will have an option to enter into the project by the
issuing of shares publicly. That could take place. It may be decided in
London, for all I know, that the property trust should be floated immediately.
Obviously, it would take something like 12 months to carry out the necessary
prerequisites to a public float.
On the other hand, the meeting in London this week may decide that a public
company is a better vehicle than a property trust because 1 or 2 of our advisers
think that a public company would be a better vehicle. Mr Speaker, it is a
very complex arrangement. As I said on radio, it is like a pot of soup.
Certainly, we have some water in the pot and we have most of the ingredients
on the table nearby ready to put into the pot but a tremendous amount of
negotiation has yet to occur. As I realise now, I optimistically and
ambitiously said that I would like to have a seminar in relation to this project
for all members of this Assembly as soon as possible after this sittings. I
think that it is very likely that it will take several more months even to reach
the heads of agreement stage in these negotiations. The major problem is the
distance between the parties as 1 party is in France, 1 party in London and
another party in the United States.
Mr B. Collins:

I do not want to hear about your social life.

Mr EVERINGHAM: I wish I was going to some of the parties. But for you
keeping me here, Mr Speaker. I could be at this negotiation in London laying
down the law.
The various parties to this agreement are widely scattered. The difficulty
is bringing them together. We have managed to get them together in London this
week and they are all talking. I expect that substantial advances will be made.
I was phoned this morning by the Chairman of the Northern Territory Development
Corporation who advised me that the terms of an agreement with the operators
were getting closer to finalisation.
Might I just digress, Mr Speaker? I heard somewhere in the last week that
there is concern in relation to the houses on Myilly Point. When I say the
'houses on Myilly Point', I mean the old houses. Let me say this: 1 house
belongs to the National Trust and the Northern Territory has said that, come
what may, that house will be preserved. Another block of land belongs to the
Northern Territory and the rest belongs to the Commonwealth. We are negotiating
with the Commonwealth about the future of those properties. I can assure
members that, when I know what the results of those negotiations are, I will be
happy to inform the people of the Northern Territory and, for that matter, the
members of this Assembly if it is sitting. At this stage, nothing final can be
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said about any of the properties other than the one known as Audit House which
will be preserved on Myilly Point.
The Leader of the Opposition wanted to know if there would be an equity
contribution by the Northern Territory. What the Leader of the Opposition is
referring to is whether the Northern Territory government will actually put any
of the taxpayers' money into this project. I would have thought that, as a good
member of the Australian Labor Party, he would have been delighted if the
Northern Territory government were to take an equity in this project. I can
say that there are no plans, at this stage, for the Northern Territory to inject
any cash into the project on a long-term basis. It may be that the Northern
Territory government will have to borrow funds in. the early stage of the project
to provide a float for it. Any amount of money that the Northern Territory
government borrows or provides in any way - for instance, funds for roads or
other service facilities for the project - will be charged against the project.
Whilst one could not say that the Northern Territory government will not put
any money into the project in that sense, at this stage it is not contemplating
investing in the project. The Northern Territory government would be looking
to recover any funds put into it as a charge against the project. In an interim
phase, which may be of several years, probably the Northern Territory government
will also have to underwrite certain loans to the project because it will not be
an income-earning situation, at least on the old hospital site. Certainly, we
hope that, when the new operators move in to occupy the existing casino in
Darwin, some changes will be made that will improve the situation there perhaps improve the cash-flow situation and the viability and profitability
of the Mindil Beach Casino. It is also hoped that it will be marketed effectively to what might be called a higher level of financially-equipped clientele.
Mr Speaker, I hope I have answered the specific question the Leader of the
Opposition asked me. The Northern Territory is not proposing to invest in this
project at this stage. The Northern Territory will be seeking, as far as
possible, to recover any outgoings that it may have as charges against the
project in terms of guarantees and so on for an initial period.
Financing Arrangements for Hotel-Casin.o Complexes
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Mr Speaker, I direct a supplementary question to the Chief Minister. I am
sure that, when I remind him of what he said on ABC radio, he will understand
why the question needs to be clarified.
The Chief Minister said on ABC radio, and he has just confirmed it, that
there is to be no equity involvement and that we will do this, that and the
other. What he said was this: 'We are going to have a marginal involvement
in the project. We may have to build a few roads and things and, for that,
we are going to receive a third of the profits. That is a really good deal
for the Territory'. Mr Speaker, I am sure the Chief Minister will agree that
that is a very intriguing statement. Could he clarify how he can be so specific
about the level of profits for no investment?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as I said in my earlier answer to the Leader of the Opposition,
and as I said on the same radio program, at this stage the whole project is a
pot of soup with the ingredients. Negotiations are going on at present and the
Leader of the Opposition may rest assured that we are attempting to get the best
possible deal that we can for the Northern Territory.
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Mr B. Collins: I would like to know how you get a third of the profits
for no investment because I would be in that like a flash?
Mr EVERINGHAM: Mr Speaker, I will be delighted to make a detailed statement in relation to the project just as soon as I can but it is impossible to
do so at present because I expect the negotiations to take several further
months to complete. As I said, the Northern Territory will be seeking to gain
every possible commercial advantage whilst obviously having to bear in mind
that the project has to be commercially viable as far as the other participants
are concerned.
Protection of Flora.
Mr HATTON to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
I refer to some recent public comment in respect of a certain banyan tree
in my electorate. Does she have any plans to introduce legislation to protect
trees and native flora?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I too have heard about the incident regarding this grand old
tree and I understand that another tree was chopped down in the city area. It
was with some personal regret that I heard about these incidents. Mr Speaker,
native flora in the Northern Territory is protected by existing law only in
part. Vegetation is protected on parks and reserves declared under the Territory
Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act. However, there is need for some specific
regulation. On other land, various acts provide some protection. For example,
the Criminal Law Consolidation Act, section 99, provides protection to plants
in certain areas, including parks, plantations,orchards and private gardens.
The Summary Offences Act provides broader cover making it an offence to steal
virtually any plant without the landholder's permission. Even with the landholder's permission,other legislation gives some protection; for example, the
Forestry Act when the plant can be said to produce timber or some other forest
product. However, the Conservation Commission has recognised some legal
deficiency with regard to flora protection and has sought approval recently to
submit proposals for amending legislation. I anticipate receiving that advice
shortly, Mr Speaker, and it is likely that a bill dealing with flora protection
will be introduced later in the year.
Teacher for Outstations in the Utopia Area
Mr EDE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Is he aware that the only
outstations in the Utopia area
the community? Given that all
schooling, when does he intend

teacher providing education to children on
has been removed without any consultation with
these children are once again not receiving any
to get a teacher out there? .

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will answer that question at a later time.
Walanguru School
Mr BELL to MINISTER for EDUCATION
What arrangements has he made to provide desperately-needed facilities for
the Walanguru school in the Kintore Ranges?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the honourable member for giving me some warning this
morning that he would raise the issue of Kintore. The issue goes back to 1981
and I do not want to get involved with the actual history of it. I am sure that
most members in the Assembly would be aware of the on-going saga of the Kintore
community in relation to the provision of facilities. I guess that there is
still concern about the stability of that particular community, and there are
indeed a number of anthropologists who probably would argue that the community
itself is a mobile one.
But leaving that aside, when I became the Minister for Education, I decided
to visit all the schools in the Northern Territory, particularly the outstation
schools. One of the concerns that I had in relation to the outstation movement
was that to provide schools in those particular areas was a very expensive
exercise. It costs something like $1.7m to provide a school in some of these
outstation areas. On top of that, there is also a problem in relation to
vandalism. Bearing that in mind, I asked the department to look at ways of
establishing schools in these isolated communities in a responsible manner so
that the communities themselves and the children in those communities would be
able to receive adequate education.
We came up with a concept for providing education facilities in those
communities that would take account not only of local input but would also
satisfy some of the concerns that we had as a department. The member for
MacDonnell may ask why something has not happened to date. At the end of
April, I wrote to Senator Susan Ryan asking for approval in principle in
relation to this proposed concept. I hand delivered that letter to Senator
Susan Ryan on 27 April when I attended an Australian Education Council meeting.
Sitting next to Senator Ryan was Dr Peter Tannock, the Chairman of the Schools
Commission. I made it quite clear to Senator Ryan that I needed approval in
principle before we could actually discuss the proposal with the communities
themselves. It would be no good becoming involved in discussions with a
community if we could not obtain approval in principle from the Commonwealth
Minister for Education. All I required to get things moving was some response
from the minister and then we would have acted.
As far as the current situation is concerned, Kintore is approximately
280 km west of Papunya and was established in 1981 when the Pintubi Luritja
people moved there from Papunya. In February this year, there were just over
300 people at Kintore. The long-term prediction is for a permanent population
of approximately 200 with a number of outstations clustered around Kintore.
For the last 2 years, the community has had the services of 2 visiting teachers
from Papunya operating out of a shed erected by the community. To meet the
educational requirements of people at Kintore, the following model is proposed:
a head teacher and an adult educator together with a substantial number of
Aboriginal teachers. These teachers would be qualified under the existing
arrangements for Aboriginal assistant teachers whose training is provided
through the Batchelor College program and would be located in Alice Springs
to facilitate the provision of teacher-training in the region. A school of
this type would be in keeping with the philosophy behind the outstation
movement in that the bulk of the education would be provided by local people
and basic buildings would be built by the communities using as much local
material as possible, with guidance from the adult educator. The adult
education centre would be built first and consultancy advice from the Centre
for Appropriate Technology in Alice Springs, which is already being used by
the Kintore community, would be available. I am sure the member for
MacDonnell is aware of some of the appropriate technology that is being used
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out there and the use that has been made of that particular facility in Alice
Springs. The school buildings would be multi-purpose so that the community
could use them when the school was not operating. They would be controlled
by the Northern Territory school councils legislation.
The major role of
the head teacher would be teacher training.
At Kintore, using this model, I would propose one head teacher, one adult
educator and 7 Aboriginal teaching staff. In addition, a training package is
proposed which would be as follows. While the community is building the school,
they would release 7 staff to attend a RATE program at a suitable location for example, Papunya or Yuendumu - so that, when the school is ready to open,
there would be 7 Aboriginal staff with at least 1 year's training. Whilst
this was going on, the visiting teacher would still be employed plus the 3
teaching assistants employed now under DAA funding. The community would then
undertake to send 3 of the 10 teaching assistants away each year to Batchelor
for training so that, at the end of 5 years, there would be a full complement
of 3-year-trained Aboriginal staff.
Mr Speaker, Kintore is on top of the list of capital projects for which
we are seeking funds from the Schools Commission under its program of capital
grants for projects in Aboriginal communities. The Department of Education
is planning to make provision for recurrent funding of education facilities at
Kintore in the 1984-85 budget. I might say here that, since I visited Kintore,
I have provided some of the items that were requested. I have already provided
a cabinet for the storage of books and also poisons to deal with problems that
they are having with white ants. Also, we have looked at the problems visiting
teachers are experiencing in relation to accommodation. If the honourable
member for MacDonnell is aware of anything that I say that I will do in those
areas that is not carried out in a reasonable period of time, I ask him to
contact me because I am not able to keep close contact with those particular
communities. As far as the establishment of education facilities at Kintore is
concerned, this government is interested. We have a responsibility to the
people to provide education facilities in those areas. If Senator Susan Ryan
would answer my letter, we might be able to get on with the job.
Expenditure on Upgrading of Stuart Highway
Mr VALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
In view of the federal member's claim that the Stuart Highway is in need
of upgrading, can he advise the Assembly of the total amount of money spent on
upgrading the highway in recent years?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I do not think that we really need the federal member, Mr
Reeves, to tell us that the Stuart Highway needs upgrading. Indeed, it was
his meddling for political purposes which caused a great hiatus in the cash
flow in respect of that project. I would like to touch on a couple of rather
frightening issues which arise out of that meddling. However, to answer the
question specifically. contracts let to date are as follows. On the Stuart
Highway, between the 915 km and 945 km marks north of Tennant Creek, the contract
was awarded to SBS Constructions for the sum of $2.342m. This represents a
4% increase over the previous lowest tender. For those listening, this is all
with the compliments of one John Reeves. The Stuart Highway, 489 km to 517 km
near Larrimah, was awarded to Tripodi Constructions for $1.817m, representing a
7.2% increase on the previous lowest tender. The Stuart Highway between Howard
Springs and Batchelor turnoff went to Henry and Walker for $4.72m. We were
able to negotiate the original tender price. Mr Speaker, in respect of the
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Stuart Highway from 1323 km to 1344 km near Aileron, this has now been awarded
to McMahon Constructions for the tender price of $1.755m, representing a 13.3%
increase on the previous lowest tender price. The net result of all this, apart
from those massive imposts which have been placed upon the public, has been thanks again to Mr Reeves - a shortfall of expenditure this year as a result
of approvals not being ready before May of this year instead of 12 months ago
and a lack of spending on these projects in the order of $2.5m this financial
year alone. I give thanks once again to the person who is supposed to
represent the Northern Territory in Canberra.
There is a further project: the Stuart Highway between 647 km and 686 km
near Dunmarra, an area that is in desperate need of upgrading. The original
tender price for that work was $2 151 441. The lowest negotiated possible
price as a result of the meddling of Mr Reeves and the connivance of the
federal Minister for Transport, the Hon Peter Morris, came in at a cool $2.657m
which represents an increase of 23.5% on the original tender price. If the
member for the Northern Territory thinks that that sort of slug on the taxpayers' purse is acceptable to him and the federal Minister for Transport
thinks it acceptable, it certainly is not to me. I have embargoed the issuing
of the contract. In conscience, I feel I have absolutely no alternative but
to re-tender that project in its entirety in the hope that we can get a more
balanced and sensible price in the interests of Northern Territorians.
Mr Speaker, as a result of the activities of the federal member and his
collusion with his Commonwealth ministerial colleague, not only have we seen a
delay in expenditure, a cost in jobs, a cost in cash flow to the Northern
Territory, a cost in money circulating throughout the Northern Territory in
excess of $2.5m this financial year alone, we have seen also an increase of
probably another $1.2m in respect of slugs on the taxpayer because of this
stupidity.
Alienation of Gosse Bluff
Mr BELL

to CHIEF MINISTER

I refer to my question during the previous sittings in which I asked
whether it was the government's intention to alienate Anarula or Gosse Bluff.
Also, I refer the Chief Minister to his answer in which he informed this
Assembly, inter alia, that the government had not alienated Anarula. Why did
the Chief Minister mislead the Assembly in that way and will he apologise
forthwith?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I do not have in front of me a transcript of what I said at the
last sittings but I would be happy to study it at some later time and see if I
did mislead this Assembly. I seem to recall having heard some sort of report
by the member for MacDonnell that I did this earlier this year. From memory,
at that time, I had a look at the position and checked out whether in fact this
particular place, Gosse Bluff, had been alienated. At the previous sittings,
I think I made it pretty clear to the honourable member for MacDonnell that I
did not, in fact, know the exact position. I know now that it has been
alienated. Mr Speaker, if I did mislead this Assembly, which I certainly
would not admit to at this stage without looking at the transcript again,
then any misleading was inadvertent. Perhaps the member for MacDonnell could
mark it and send it over to me since he is waving it around like some sort of
talisman over there. If he would be good enough to put a marker in the page,
I will study it without delay and we will see what happens then.
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Freight Handling Costs within Northern Territory
Mr LEO to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Has the freight inquiry yet been successful in gathering the information
that it requires in regard to freight handling costs between Darwin and other
ports in the Northern Territory?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, unfortunately I have to say the freight inquiry has not yet
completed its full investigation due to problems in obtaining information from
certain barge operators. I have been informed by the chairman of the inquiry
that now only one particular company has to give information to the inquiry.
Mr Smith:
Mr
rate at
inquiry
provide
control
when it

There were only 2 of them.

MANZIE: That's right. Half of it has been done; it is a 50% success
this stage. However, the chairman aSsures me that he believes the
will be completed by the end of this month and he will be able to
the report at that stage. Unfortunately, circumstances beyond my
have caused this inquiry to run on for such a long time. I think that,
is completed, it will have been a most exhaustive inquiry.
Sales Tax on Freight

Mr D.W. COLLINS to TREASURER
What response has he had to his request to the federal Treasurer for the
removal of sales tax on freight costs?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member refers to the imposition of sales tax
on the freight component of goods sold in the Northern Territory. At the last
sittings, I undertook to write to the federal Treasurer and ask when the
election undertaking, given by the ALP prior to the last federal election, to
abolish sales tax on freight would be implemented. On 28 May, I received a
response from the federal Treasurer. It consisted of a couple of pages telling
us about the problems involved - problems which we were pretty much aware of,
Mr Speaker. This government has been concerned about this unfair imposition
on Territorians for a long time. On a number of occasions, we raised the
matter with previous federal governments without success.
If I may have the Assembly's indulgence, I will read 2 paragraphs of the
letter which sum up the Treasurer's point of view:
The matter has been examined exhaustively, not only by various
governments but also by the 1975 Taxation Review Committee under
the chairmanship of Mr Justice Asprey. The committee's view was
that equity could not be achieved in the matter of freight charges
without sacrificing simplicity and certainty and without unduly
increasing compliance costs and the costs of collection of the tax.
The committee recommended that no change be made in the present law.

That was in 1975.
A further consideration in relation to the exclusion proposals would
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be the sUbstantial cost to revenue, especially as any proposal would not
necessarily be limited to freight costs incurred in transporting goods to
isolated areas. The proposal would have to cover all goods and all geographical areas. In view of the difficult budgetary circumstances which
face the government, I am not confident that the implementation of such
a wide-ranging proposal will be possible in the near future.

Mr Speaker, I guess that really says no to my question: 'Is the government
going to fulfil its election undertaking?' I think the disappointing part about
it for Territorians is that, firstly, there is nothing new in the Treasurer's
letter about the administrative difficulties involved in not charging sales
tax on the freight component of the price of wholesale items. It has all been
known for a very long time. The Treasurer himself quoted an inquiry in 1975.
So nothing new was brought to light by his explanation. One wonders why some
governments persist in making undertakings - flat, unequivocal, unconditional
undertakings - as the Labor Party did prior to the last federal election that,
if the ALP were elected, it would abolish sales tax on freight. You do not
have to be very intelligent, Mr Speaker, to see that the promise was in no way
clouded by any 'ifs' or 'buts'. There was no 'subject to its practicality'.
There were none of those things ~ just a flat statement that it would abolish
sales tax on freight. Now we have a letter that simply says it is all too
difficult. It very politely says: 'I am not confident that the implementation
of such a wide-ranging proposal will be possible in the near future'. I expect
that Territorians will accept this sad news with the same sort of distaste for
governments which make these promises as they did for the whole list of other
promises that the ALP gave to them prior to the last federal election when it
sought their votes.
School Truancy
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
What is the Department of Education doing to combat the increasing
incidence of truancy amongst schoolchildren and are there any plans to employ
full-time truancy officers?
ANSWER
I thank the honourable member for his question. Truancy is something that
we, as a government, are very concerned about. I do not think it occurs only
here in the Northern Territory. Truancy is a very real problem. It relates
not only to urban schools but also to Aboriginal communities. Because we are
concerned, we have decided that, from next semester, we will introduce an
intensive television, radio and newspaper campaign. The reason for this is to
alert students and parents to the anti-social nature of truancy. It has been
a problem for some time. At this stage, we do not intend to appoint full-time
truancy officers. But, once the campaign starts, we will have authorised
officers.
I would like to take this opportunity, Mr Speaker, of saying to parents
that they have a responsibility as far as the education of their children is
concerned. There is no doubt that children who attend schools benefit
markedly. This is something that I have found in the Aboriginal communities
particularly. In answer to the honourable member's question, a campaign will
be commenced at the beginning of the next semester. At a later date, we will
be looking at truancy problems in relation to Aboriginal communities.
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Darwin Police Centre Project
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
Is it correct that variations to the value of more than $2m to the contract
on the Darwin Police Centre project have been approved~
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as you would know, I am always keen to answer questions
because I receive so few of them from the honourable members opposite. It is
with a great deal of reluctance that I pass the responsibility for answering
any question that is addressed to me to the minister who is rightfully
responsible. In this case, I think that I will have to, Mr Speaker. It gives
me great pain to do so but, as the honourable member for Millner will be aware
on reflection, the administration of contracts in relation to the construction
of buildings such as the police headquarters lies within the responsibility of
the Minister for Transport and Works. Unfortunately, expenditure of the nature
referred to by the member for Millner would be authorised by my colleague rather
than myself.
Darwin Police Centre project
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Mr Speaker, I redirect the question.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I do not know exact figures but there has been a significant
rise and fallon this project. This building had a project cost of some
$12.8m - that is, the project cost on the tender documents. Of course, rise
and fall never means literally what it says. All it means is rise and rise.
Very rarely have I known a contract to actually fall in respect of the tender
price. But, given a $12.8m project price, a rise and fall in the order of $2m
over an 18-20 month project period could possibly be a real expectation.
As to it being a result of variations, I am not certain of exact details
but I would not be surprised if there have not been variations to the building.
It is very standard. I cannot recall a single school built in the Northern
Territory before my time as Minister for Education, during it and after it, where
there were no variations made at the request of the Department of Education,
teachers' advisory groups or parent groups. When he was general secretary of
the Northern Territory Teachers' Federation, the honourable member would have
been the first to argue for such variations and the first to condemn us if we
did not grant them. It is the normal procedure. If, indeed, it is in the
order of $2m - and let us call it a $13m contract - that would not be unusual.
If the honourable member wishes to push the point for a particular reason
which escapes me, I can provide him with details if he wishes.
Road Safety Council Appointments
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Can he advise me when the appointments of the new chairman and members of
the Road Safety Council will take place?

77

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Tuesday 5 -=J:..:u:;;n:.::e--=-1-=-98=-4-'---____________

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am aware of the honourable member's great interest in the
Road Safety Council. He has been a member of that council and served it very
well for quite some time. I understand his concern. You can only appoint
people to those councils where membership is called for via a public
advertisement and people appropriately representing .the community apply. There
were a good number of applicants for positions· on the Road Safety Council.
However, all governments and ministers try as much as they can to provide a
balanced representation, not only in respect of people of particular skills
and from different backgrounds but in respect of particular geographical
locations in order to have a Territory-wide basis. That has been the
difficulty. I am not querying the standard of applicants; that has been very
good indeed. It is just that there has been some difficulty in providing for
a balanced representation on that council. I intend to hold a meeting with the
officers this afternoon or tomorrow to try to finalise this matter once and
for all. I expect to inform people of their membership or otherwise of the
council by the end of this week.
Darwin Performing Arts Centre
Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
Has the Territory government been asked to intervene in or be guarantor
in any way for the outstanding debts incurred by Asia North, the developers
of the Darwin Performing Arts Centre project?
ANSWER
The subject of government guarantees is referred normally to the
NTDC, the arm of government which handles this form of business, rather than to
myself as Treasurer. I suggest that the question be directed to the Minister
for Industrial Development.
Darwin Performing Arts Centre
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Mr Speaker, I redirect my question.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, just before I answer this question, something occurred to me
in relation to the question asked by the member for Millner regarding police
headquarters after I sat down. The term 'variation' rather than. 'rise and
fall' registered with me. I recall now that either the Fire Service Headquarters or the Emergency Service Headquarters has been added to that contract
since its commencement. That was for an amount of either $750 000 or
$850 000. I wanted to pass that information on as quickly as I could. It is
something that I know about because I had to sign an application for a certificate of expediency at the time. I should say that that was approximately
6-9 months ago so I hope that any lapse of memory will> be> excused by the
honourable member for Millner.
Mr Speaker, the situations in relation to the Darwin complex and the performing arts complex are quite separate. The performing arts complex is being
built directly at the cost of the Northern Territory government. The funds are
paid into a trust account and paid out to the contractors as they perform in
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accordance with certificates that are, no doubt, certified by the clerk of
works on the job. Asia North has approached the government from time to time
in relation to financial support for the hotel project. Asia North has seen
its position alter since the commencement of the project. Its financial
acceptability to lending institutions has altered as a result of the fact that
the government, together with other entrepreneurs, has since been instrumental
in establishing the Sheraton Hotel project on the Manolas site adjacent to the
Northern Territory News in Mitchell Street. Of course, recently, we have seen
the announcement of the old hospital site development which the Leader of the
Opposition questioned me about earlier this morning. I think it has to be
borne in mind that the assistance that the Northern Territory government gave
to the Esplanade project was relatively minimal. We made a loan of $800 000
or thereabouts. I think we provided one of the household blocks of land that
we owned or closed a road. I am not sure. But it was something like that.
Of course, the financiers with whom Asia North has been dealing have
queried the situation because of the announcement of additional major hotel
projects in Darwin. Bankers and financiers tend to become extremely nervous.
Unfortunately, they do not have the confidence in the Northern Territory
government's ability to develop the tourist industry in the Territory that I
am sure that all honourable members have. After all, the clamps have been put
on the mining industry in the Territory in one way or another through various
policies and pieces of legislation and the tourist industry provides the only
effective short-term method of creating jobs in large numbers. Indeed, by
the hue and cry that is being raised in relation to tourism training at the
moment, it would seem that there is a massive demand in the industry for the
training of people to work in it.
Suffice to say that what has happened is that Asia North - if that is the
company and I am not sure it is - has had its situation changed and not entirely
of its own volition. I should add here that Asia North has, I am informed,
injected upwards of $25m of capital into the project from its own sources. I
say that as information conveyed to me; I do not have hard evidence of that.
Should I need to, in due course I will seek hard evidence that Asia North has
put $25m - not $25m that it has borrowed from someone else - subscribed by its
shareholders into the project. As I understand it, Asia North's bankers - and
no formal approach has been made, I hasten to add - are feeling rather nervous
that circumstances have changed. Mr Speaker, it is possible that the government may receive an application from that company for some sort of support
to enable .••
Mr B. Collins:

15 minutes.

I knew it was coming.

Mr EVERINGHAM: Mr Speaker, I believe that you and other honourable
members are entitled to know the background of this project. I think the Asia
North project started back in 1979 or 1980 and things have changed since then.
I might add that, as I understand it, Australian banks have been approached
to lend money to the project. I am told that the shareholders have subscribed
up to 50% of the total capital required for the project and Australian banks
have refused. Mr Speaker, usually you can borrow money if you are prepared to
subscribe upwards of a third or perhaps even a quarter but Australian banks
apparently have so little confidence in the Territory that they have veered
away from support for this project. I will not name any of them here although
I understand that the 3 largest Australian banks have been approached over the
years. The financial institutions with which the company is dealing at the
moment are a Swiss bank and a subsidiary of the largest bank in Hong Kong, the
Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank. As I say, I do not have knowledge of any formal
approach but I believe that the company may well be approaching the government
not for cash but for some comfort in relation to the situation that the bankers
say that they have found themselves in.
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BTB Scheme
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
At the moment the Commonwealth government is withholding $1.6m in compensation payments for the BTB scheme until the matter is finally resolved in the
Northern Territory. Can he finally break his complete silence on this matter
to give this Assembly an explanation, either during question time this morning
or by way of a ministerial statement, as to how the gross mismanagement of
this scheme occurred and $2m was overspent, and give a report on the progress
of the police investigation into the matter?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am happy to advise the honourable member that the earlier
problems that the government had with the BTB program and the relationship with
the Commonwealth have been resolved between myself and the federal Minister for
Primary Industries, Mr Kerin. A series of meetings have been held between
myself and the federal minister and our officers to resolve the difficulties
that we both perceived and which had to be overcome so that this year's program
could proceed. At the most recent meeting, 2 or 3 weeks ago, the federal
minister agreed to release $6m which is the Commonwealth portion of the program.
$4.4m of that was to be made available immediately and $1.6m was to be withheld
until final audit and investigation was confirmed on some of the properties
involved. The federal minister was looking for an undertaking from the
government that the funds were spent, in fact, on the BTB program, and quite
rightly so. Some people have made allegations that the funds were spent on
other programs. That was totally incorrect. We are now going through a
process of finalising the audit on the properties involved and the Northern
Territory hopes that the remaining $1.6m required to put the program into the
best possible position will be forthcoming.
Mr Speaker, as honourable members would be aware, the Territory is committed
very heavily to a substantial program this financial year. We are also committed
very strongly to putting to rest some of the nonsense that is spread around the
countryside by the current federal member and others who have a great interest
in putting the Northern Territory down and trying to reduce our funding at every
possible turn. To this end, I will brief honourable members on some of the
things that are happening to ensure that the federal government, the cattle
industry and other people who ought to be involved are aware of what the Northern Territory is doing about BTEC this year.
In February, in Perth, I proposed to the Western Australian, Queensland
and federal ministers that the 4 of us should make an investigation of the
practical problems of implementing BTEC in the north of Australia. There is
no doubt that the 3 states involved will be very seriously affected by the
implementation of the program because some of them will not be able to sustain
the program financially. There is no doubt that some properties will become
welfare cases. It is important that the federal government and the states be
aware of where these properties are and the extent of the problem. All
ministers agreed that there was a need to make such a tour and get a feel for
the problem. From the Northern Territory's point of view, I was very concerned
that the state and federal ministers should understand the practical, geographical and physical difficulties that we have to contend with. At the same time,
I was also very concerned that other people involved in the program by virtue
of their commitment to funding understand the difficulty with buffalo in the
Northern Territory and the need to address that as a separate issue. They
should not just say to the Northern Territory that buffalo has nothing to do
with them; it is neither a cow nor a beast and does not belong in the BTB
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program and that it is the Northern Territory's problem and it can find the
money for it. That is a totally unreasonable stance to take.
Mr Speaker, to this end, I have invited the federal minister, the Western
Australian minister, Mr Evans, and Mr Turner from Brisbane to meet with the
Northern Territory government in Darwin and inspect some of the properties in
the program. As well, the Cattle Council of Australia will be meeting in
Darwin and the BTEC committee will also be meeting here. We have asked that
all the groups come together to have a look at the properties and the
difficulties we have. In a telex, I proposed to all of these people that we
meet in Darwin, break into groups and visit various parts of the Territory,
including specific areas where problems with buffalo exist, so that everybody
can be aware of exactly what we are doing.
There is a great myth abroad that the Northern Territory has not done the
right thing with its eradication program. I have had to admit that we did get
ahead of ourselves but also I am the first to say that everything was done with
the desire to eradicate these diseases. It is important that people in
Australia, such as members of the cattle industry, who poured millions into this
program by way of kill levies, and other governments understand that we are
working hard to solve a problem and that we are not squandering money or lying
under trees in the bush having a good time. There are people, such as the
federal member, who are only too pleased to put forward the view that the
Northern Territory is doing the wrong thing.
Mr Speaker, I would like to point out to the Leader of the Opposition that
the program in front of us now is becoming one of housekeeping and, to that end,
the department has begun a series of seminars. We have brought in people from
the South Australian Department of Agriculture and the Bureau of Animal Health
to participate in these seminars. The first one was held in Tennant Creek a
week ago and there will be a further 2 in the Top End shortly. These seminars
are being held in-house so that everybody, including those of our neighbours
who are part of the program, can be certain about what is happening and the
great myth that we are doing the wrong thing can be dispelled. I have to say
that the South Australians have not been our greatest supporters in this
program. From the first discussions that we had with them last week by
involving them in our in-house workshops, we found that not only did they
have a lot to contribute on some of the successes that they have had but that
they learnt a lot from what the Northern Territory has achieved. We have
achieved great things in some places. The program will continue for another
6 or 8 years. We shall find problems as we go because nothing will remain
stable for very long. As we make progress and get further down the trail, as
happens with any disease control program, the measures have to become tougher
and the determination has to become greater in order to eradicate the disease
totally.
As to the other matter that the Leader of the Opposition raised about my
access to the police report, I have discussed this with the federal minister
involved and with the Chief Minister. As soon as the Chief Minister, as
minister responsible for police, or the Attorney-General is in a position to
lay any charges that could come as a result of that report, I will have
access to a copy of it. In the meantime, it will remain a matter for the
police.
School Crossing on Larapinta Drive
Mr VALE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
In view of the concern expressed by parents in the Morris Soak area of
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Alice Springs concerning the safety of their children who have to cross
Larapinta Drive during peak traffic periods, will his department, in conjunction
with the Alice Springs Town Council, be constructing a school crossing on this
road?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I cannot advise the member for Braitling if my department, the
council and or the Department of Transport and Works will construct a crossing
on that very busy road. We are concerned about the safety of children crossing
these busy roads. At this stage, I have formed a working party which involves
the director of the southern region. I have written to the council asking that
it provide 1 member to work with him. I have written also to the Minister for
Transport and Works to ask that he address the problems that have been raised
in relation to the safety of children crossing these busy roads in the Alice
Springs area.
I might say that it was perhaps unfortunate that there were many people
using the bus services in Alice Springs who were not entitled to use those
services. When the government came to policing policy, those people felt that
it was taking something from them which was their right. That is not the case.
All the government is doing is policing policy. It is not taking anything
away from those children who have a legitimate right to travel on the bus free
of charge. When people who have been using a particular system for a period
of time are not pulled into line, they see i t as a right and, when i t is
removed, an extremely emotional situation results. I emphasise that there has
not been any change in bussing policy. Those people who live outside 1.6 km
from a feeder school are entitled to free bussing.
At this stage, I should perhaps read a brief which I have distributed to
people who have contacted me and to the Alice Springs Town Council. It spells
out this whole situation very clearly. The current policy recognises that it
is desirable that parents should be free to send children to schools of their
choice. However, if the school chosen is not the one designated by the
department as serving the area of residence, then parents are expected to take
full responsibility for getting their children to their chosen school. Free
charter buses or passes on public transport, where available, are provided for
children who live more than 1.6 km away from their designated school. The
policy of providing free bussing was jeopardised in Alice Springs because
students were travelling on buses when they were not entitled to, either
because they lived within the 1.6 km radius or because they were travelling
to a school other than their designated school. The department was faced with
the situation where overcrowding of a number of runs meant that some buses
would have had to be taken off the road for safety reasons or additional buses
provided. To provide an extra bus for people travelling outside the policy
guidelines would have been unacceptable and, in any event, funds were not
available.
Unauthorised use of school buses was posing a safety threat. Because of
spiralling costs, there was a threat to the policy itself which is the most
generous in Australia. To control usage so that the free bus policy could be
preserved, the department began issuing passes to students who had an entitlement.
It is important to stress that there has been no change in the bussing policy.
The existing policy is simply being enforced. Perhaps I should sound a word of
warning to people in the Darwin area that, as far as free bussing is concerned,
the policy of the government will be policed from the beginning of the next
semester. I would ask all of those parents whose children travel on school
buses and who are not legitimately entitled to do so, to consider the matter
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before it actually becomes an issue at the beginning of the next semester. It
is important. We have a free schooling system; parents are able to send their
children to any school of their choice. In order to keep that policy in
operation and to allow all of those children access to a school with free
bussing, it is important that that policy be policed. I sound a word of
warning that the bussing policy of the government will be enforced from the
beginning of next semester.
BTB Scheme
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
I failed to get an answer on this question at the last sittings. Leaving
aside the police investigation, why and how has his department overspent its
BTB budget by 100% or $2m? If he will not provide that explanation, would he
advise this Assembly that, in its role in scrutinising the government's
expenditure of public money, it is not in the interests of this Assembly to
be given an explanation as to how that occurred? There may indeed be an
explanation that I am prepared to accept but I have failed to receive a
response to this question despite its being asked 4 times since the beginning
of this year. Can he explain how his department overspent its budget by 100% or
advise this Assembly as to why it should not be told about it?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can say to the honourable member that there were a series of
issues that led to the overexpenditure of money on the BTB program. Those
issues resulted in a report which was compiled by officers of Treasury and the
Public Service Commissioner's Office. I think the report is about an inch
thick. To satisfy the honourable member, I will provide him with a written
statement - as soon as I can, but certainly in a week or so - of what
transpired and how it has been overcome.
Mr B. Collins:

It's taken 6 months to get this much.

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, the honourable member says it has taken him 6
months to get this much. The investigations went on for quite some time and
the remedial checks and balances that needed to be put into the system have
been progressively put into place over that time. Probably, it has not been
appropriate up until now to let him have the information.
Assistant Teachers in Aboriginal Schools
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for EDUCATION
What is the situation regarding the provision of assistant teachers in
Aboriginal schools in light of Commonwealth funding reductions?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it is my intention to ensure that we are able to continue to
provide the best possible education services in outback communities. I have
made that quite clear to honourable members on other occasions. The lack of a
decision in relation to continued funding for assistant teachers is of grave
concern to us. Indeed, I have written to Senator Ryan about this particular
problem and the Chief Minister has written to the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs on the issue. It is important that we have funding on this particular
project. I will be makin& a statement this morning on this issue, Mr Speaker.
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NTEC Subsidy
Mr LEO to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
The NTEC subsidy formerly applied to Nhulunbuy.
reapplied?

\\Then will the subsidy be

ANSHER
Mr Speaker, I wrote to the honourable member last week advising him that
discussions are continuing between NTEC and the company concerning the subsidy
and other matters he has raised with me in the Assembly. If the discussions
are complete, I will be happy to advise him forthwith about the results and,
if they are not, I will let him know as soon as the results are available to me.
Public Transport in Alice Springs
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
I refer him to a previous question in relation to pedestrian crossings
across Larapinta Drive and to his answer about school buses in Alice Springs.
\\That public transport does the minister envisage for Alice Springs?
Mr SPEAKER:

Order! The question is out of order.
Highways Control Plan

Mr COULTER to MINISTER for LANDS
Could he explain the effect of the new highways control plan?
ANSHER
Mr Speaker, honourable members may have noticed that notification was given
in the press recently that planning control now exists over most of the
Territory highways. The notice was of an intention to gazette the formalised
procedures. The intention is to control development within 500 m on either side
of the Territory's main roads. The roads concerned are the Stuart, Barkly.
Victoria, Plenty, Lasseter and Carpentaria Highways and the Gorge Road at
Katherine. Those towns and areas throughout the Northern Territory which are
already covered by town plans are not included in this particular action. Land
uses which will be permitted by the highways control plan are agriculture,
detached dwelling, forestry, sports and recreation. All other uses, including
advertising structures and service stations, will require a development
application to be made to the Minister for Lands for consent. Development
which existed prior to the introduction of the highways control plan will be
unaffected by the new plan and may remain in use indefinitely. However,
should a person wish to expand existing development, ministerial consent will
be necessary except, of course, where that expansion is a use which is
permitted under the new highways control plan.
The reason the government thought it necessary to take such action is
that there are a couple of blatant examples on our highways already - wrecking
yards which are usually developed out of towns and close to highways because
that is where their best access is. Once these establishments get into place.
normally they are terribly untidy and unsightly. He have been spending a great
deal on beautifying the approaches to towns in the Northern Territory over the
past few years and we will continue to do that.
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Our highways tend to meander through the natural scrubland of the Northern
Territory. Not all of it is attractive but at least it is more sightly in its
natural state than the likes of junk yards and transportation depots. We
are not saying that, under this highways control plan, such activities will be
totally prohibited within 500 m each side of a highway. What we are saying is
that an application must be made and a request must be put forward for the
plans of the development so that we can adequately screen what are considered to be visually undesirable activities by physical barriers or landscaping or whatever. In some cases, we may be able to encourage owners to set
them a little bit further away from the highway than they would otherwise
propose. That is the sole reason for this plan. The government takes this
action somewhat reluctantly.
Certainly, I am not looking for any additional work as Minister for
Lands in requiring applications of this nature but we feel that it is in the
interests of the Northern Territory. Once a scar like this appears, it is
usually there for decades and becomes increasingly annoying both to locals
and passing traffic. We are sure that, with not a great deal of expense at
all, most developers can provide conditions which will be sufficiently
attractive for us to allow their activities to proceed.
Waste Water Treatment Plant at Ludmilla Creek
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Mr Speaker, my constituents have had an ongoing concern for a considerable
number of years. What are the current proposals to eliminate odours from the
waste water treatment plant at Ludmilla Creek and when will an alternative
process be utilised for treating the sewage at the plant to an acceptable
standard to allow watering of reserves and ovals in the vicinity?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, last year, the Department of Transport and Works carried out
very extensive theoretical studies on all forms of sewage treatment. No doubt,
those studies will continue. As he quite rightly points out, the particular
problem raised by the honourable member has been of concern to his constituents
for some time. As we would all be aware, the wet season in the Top End causes
grave difficulties with the removal of effluent. What was not realised until
fairly recently was that the dry season in the Top End, which in effect amounts
to a drought just about every year, also has an adverse effect on the disposal
of effluent. The very low flow rates in sewerage lines, which are presumably
designed to cope with the wet season, cause a build up of salt intrusion during
the dry season and, as a result, a very rapid build up in hydrogen sulphide
which is H2 S or 'rotten egg' gas. That is causing the problem.
Mr Speaker, the sewerage line in Coconut Grove will be replaced completely.
Contracts are being issued now to do that. We are also equipping the area with
odour control equipment which is designed specifically to overcome the problem
as far as possible. We are also exploring the possibility of installing
additional chlorination and oxygenation equipment to further overcome the
problem. Initially, the answer is to replace the sewerage lines themselves,
then tackle the problem from an engineering and chemical viewpoint.
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Housing Commission Penalty Interest Exemption
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for HOUSING
Is it a fact that, in June 1981, the Housing Commission sold a house at
22 Conigrave Street to a Mr Frank Gaffy for $78 000 and 2~ years later, in
December 1983, purchased the same house from Mr Gaffy for $185 000 and, is it
true that the minister waived the penalty interest provisions that apply for
a property sold within 3 years of purchase?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I might be pretty good but I do not think I could be expected
to carryall the details necessary to answer the question fully. The subject
of waiving penalty interest has presented some anomalies. Nevertheless, all
cases that have come before me since I took up this portfolio have been given
due consideration. Each case is considered on its merits.
Assistant Commissioner for Equal Employment Opportunity
Mr FINCH to CHIEF MINISTER
With regard to the status of women within the public service and the
government's objectives in the area of equal employment opportunity, what steps
are being taken in regard to the appointment of an assistant commissioner for
equal employment opportunity in the Public Service Commissioner's office and
what interim measures are being undertaken pending the filling of that position?
ANSWER
Quite a lengthy process of recruitment has been undertaken in relation to
the position of Assistant Commissioner for Equal Opportunity in the Public
Service Commissioner's office. Of course, the Public Service Commissioner is
extremely anxious to recruit someone of a particularly high standard, bearing
in mind the fairly onerous responsibilities that the position will cover.
Eventually, the job was advertised throughout Australia. Unfortunately,
that was because the Public Service Commissioner's interview panel was of the
opinion that none of the applicants from the first series of advertisements,
which I think was restricted to the local service, were of a sufficiently high
standard to warrant appointment to the position. I think it would be about 6
weeks ago now since a further series of interviews took place with a short
list of the applicants who responded to the national advertisements. Two of
the persons on the short list were eventually brought to Darwin and, in fact,
I met one personally. Unfortunately, the other is presently overseas and, I
believe, willbe returning to Australia in the course of the next couple of
weeks. It is hoped that negotiations will be able to be commenced with that
person with a view to formalising the recruitment because it is felt that the
most suitable applicant is that person. It would be unwise of me to be any
more specific about the appointment at this stage because one never can tell
in these situations. It really struck me as strange when I first moved into
government to find that people sometimes apply for jobs, are interviewed and
then decide that they do not want to accept the position after all. I had not
found that in private enterprise but that could be the case here. However, I
would hope that, given this level of appointment and the level of responsibility
presently held by the most suitable applicant, this would be a serious
application and recruitment and appointment can take place in the course of the
next 4 to 6 weeks at the outside. Perhaps lengthier notice may have to be
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given to that person's current employers.
Mr Speaker, the member for Wagaman asked me what steps are being taken
in the interim to assist positively the position of women in the public service.
The Public Service Commissioner has discussed methods of doing this with the
various departmental heads and heads of statutory authorities in the Northern
Territory Coordination Committee. I understand that a range of measures are
to be implemented in the very near future. For example, 2 management training
seminars exclusively for women will be held between now and the end of this
calendar year. Guidelines will be issued by the Public Service Commissioner's
office. I emphasise that these will be guidelines and not orders. The Public
Service Commissioner issues what are called 'orders' but these will be guidelines. These guidelines will provide that women must be involved in the
recruitment process, in the appeal process and also, I think that, in
disciplinary matters involving a woman, a woman will also be the inquiry
officer, at least in the first instance. A whole range of initiatives is
proposed and I hope that it will result in upward advancement, as it were,
of women through the public service. I think there are more women than men in
the public service. Certainly there are more women than men in 2 of our major
departments: Health and Education.
Management training is now available in the public service. It may not be
well or widely known to honourable members, Mr Speaker, that the Public Service
Commissioner's office has a personnel development section which conducts
seminars and courses for the public service, especially at the middle-management
level. One is fairly regularly approving travel and study at business
management courses at places such as Mount Eliza in Victoria, the University
of New South Wales Business School and so on. As I recall it, the public
service participates in the Australian Institute of Management development
courses. Indeed, I think that the public service supported the Australian
Institute of Management to the tune of about $50 000 last year in terms of
fees for management courses. To me, it seems only reasonable, Mr Speaker,
that women be given the same opportunity as men to develop themselves through
the public service. I think that the range of initiatives that the Public
Service Commissioner is proposing to introduce for a 12-month trial period
will be of fairly positive benefit to women making their careers in the
Northern Territory Public Service.
Lajamanu Tanami Road
Mr EDE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Is he aware of the deplorable state of the Lajamanu Tanami Road at the
end of the current upgrading works, and of the many hundreds of people who
use that road to go to the Yuendumu sports in early August? Is he prepared to
ensure that a grader is put through before the end of July?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am quite certain that the previous member for Stuart used
to raise that question around about the time of the Yuendumu sports program
which, I might say, is a wholly supportable and desirable event for that
district. It is widely supported by many hundreds of people and I will certainly examine the possibility of making sure that the road is up to standard to
carry people to that event.
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Water Fun Park at Marrara
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for LANDS
What is the current situation regarding portion 2710 Hundred of Bagot and
a proposed water fun park at Marrara?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will not start at the beginning of this story, otherwise we
will be here for a considerable time. Of concern to myself and quite a number
of other people has been the lack of progress on a development lease which was
issued at Mararra for a water fun park and related activities. In fact, that
development would be very attractive and very desirable in Darwin should it
ever proceed. Over the last month or 2, I have written a number of times to
the person who holds the lease. He lives in Western Australia although he has
local agents acting on his behalf. I have been pressing him very hard.
Whilst the terms of the covenant require that, in the first stage, a couple of
million dollars be spent by 30 June this year, and that time has not expired,
it is quite clear that the owner will not be able to perform in the time that
is left available to him and that he will be in non-compliance after that date.
I have told him that the government will take this matter most seriously. It
is a prime block of land for which other interest has been expressed should it
ever become available. We will be taking a fairly dim view of the matter
come 30 June.
His representatives have come back to me with an extended story about
problems, depression and finances. Principally, the reason put forward is
that such a leisure and recreation park would cost millions of dollars to
complete, and the financial institutions around this country are supposedly
taking a fairly dim view of it all. They regard it is a blancmange sort of an
industry, unfortunately, much as they regard certain aspects of tourism.
Because you cannot evaluate some of these projects fully, which means that they
require a degree of faith, they have taken a dim view about lending him a great
deal of money for the project. He claims that he has been to many establishments but has been rejected. This has taken time which is why he is in the
position that he is in today.
His group has applied to me saying that it believes it now has firm
finance arranged and has sought an extension of time for compliance with the
covenants to 8 months after 30 June. Quite clearly, if it is to proceed with
the project, it must have an extension of time or it will be in non-compliance
and no lender will give it a cent. As Minister for Lands, I must now consider
whether to grant this extension or decide that these people have had a long
enough bite at the cherry and that the block should be forfeited, in which case
it would become quite a serious matter. They face the possible loss of their
total investment to date. I think some hundreds of thousands of dollars have
been paid for the right to lease the land and they have spent considerable
sums on development plans and specifications.
I have asked them to come back to me with absolutely unequivocal evidence
that funding is available. I expect a visit fairly soon. I am not interested
in being told that people will consider funding. I want an absolute assurance
that total funding will be available to complete the covenants within the 8
months. Only then will I be prepared to consider such an extension. I expect
them to come back to me within a few days with that evidence if they can
obtain it. If they cannot, they are in trouble.
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Hospital Usage Since Medicare Introduction
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for HEALTH
Have there been any noticeable changes in hospital usage in the Territory
since the introduction of Medicare?
ANSWER
To be honest, there has been a marked increase in hospital usage throughout
the whole of the Northern Territory since the introduction of Medicare. There
has been a levelling off in the Tennant Creek area. Nhulunbuy and Katherine
show a steady improvement in numbers using both in-patient, outpatient and
hospital wards. In general, there has been a marked increase in the most
populated areas where we have these facilities. At the same time, I would
like to place on record that the Department of Health has coped with the
increase of patients in both Darwin and Alice Springs.
TAB in the Northern Territory
Mr LEO to TREASURER
When will he make a definitive statement on the future of the introduction
of TAB in the Northern Territory?
ANSWER
This morning I propose to table the Racing Industry Working Party's Report
and make a short statement which I think will cover the honourable member's
question.
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Braitling Primary School
Mr VALE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
In view of the proposed Dixon Road residential development, what additional
facilities will be constructed at the Braitling Primary School to allow for the
anticipated increase in children in that area?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the issue of the Dixon Road subdivision has been brought to
my attention by the Braitling School Council. The information that I have
available to me is that the Braitling Primary School has a capacity of 480
pupils. With the demountables that are available on site at present, there is
room for a further 60. The current enrolment at the Braitling Primary School
is 407. I am advised by the Department of Lands that this proposed subdivision
will only create a further 80 primary and 10 preschool students from that
particular area. The department does not see that there is a need for
increased facilities at the Braitling Primary School at the moment. We will
be monitoring the situation. I have notified the school council about the
government's stance and I will keep in touch with the member for Braitling
on this issue.
Larrakeyah Primary School Students
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
What provisions were made, and at what cost, to convert the old Darwin
hospital into a school for the purpose of accommodating temporarily the
students from Larrakeyah and why wasn't an empty school, the Darwin Primary
School, used for the purpose?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I answered a similar question at the last sittings. He asked
who had made the decision to move to the old hospital site. On that occasion,
I told him that it was arranged entirely at the request of the parents and
teachers of Larrakeyah Primary School. What should also be remembered is that
the decision to upgrade the Larrakeyah Primary School was made last year. I
can recall the Treasurer mentioning in his budget speech that upgrading would
be undertaken this year at a cost of $1.4m.
The decision to move to the old Darwin hospital site will save the taxpayer
a great deal of money. It will ensure that the children do not have any worries
as far as safety is concerned. This was an issue that the parents of that
particular school were very concerned about. At the time when the decision was
made, the Darwin Primary School was still open. As I said on that occasion in
answer to a question from the Leader of the Opposition, the parents of
Larrakeyah students were given the option of placing their children in various
primary schools throughout the Darwin area. The decision to move to the old
Darwin hospital site was entirely up to those parents. Quite frankly, the cost
saving to the public will be considerable. The term of the contract will be
reduced by several months and the upgraded facilities will be open for the
beginning of the 1985 school year. The amount spent on the upgrading of the
old hospital site was $70 000. I believe that it will result in a considerable
saving to the taxpayer because the actual work in relation to the upgrading of
the Larrakeyah Primary School will be brought forward by several months.

90

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Thursday 7 June 1984

Northern Cement Pty Ltd
Mr COULTER to the CHIEF MINISTER
Did the Northern Territory Development Corporation provide financial
assistance to Northern Cement Pty Ltd for the new clinker grinding plant
opened recently at East Earm? If so, under what terms and .conditions was
such assistance provided?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am a little surprised that the honourable member has to
ask me that question because the NTDC's annual report was tabled at the
last sittings and it contained within it a schedule setting out a complete
list of all loans and guarantees granted by the Northern Territory Development
Corporation. Indeed, I was surprised that journalists appeared to have
overlooked this as well. I seem to recall a question being asked of someone
this morning on a certain ABC radio program as to whether a particular block
of units in this city had been given a loan of $2m by, I think. the Northern
Territory Development Corporation. A quick reference to the annual report
of the Northern Territory Development Corporation would make the journalists
involved quite aware of the facts. It was pointless to ask the question
although, no doubt, starting hares is part of the business of that particular
radio program.
In any event, no financial assistance was provided by the NTDC to
Northern Cement, although it was what one might describe as a pioneer
industry and could well have come within the guidelines of the Northern
Territory Development Corporation. It is the first clinker grinding and
cement manufacturing plant to be established in the Northern Territory. It
was built, at a cost of $9m, entirely from the resources of the partners
in the concern, a Mr Gus Trippe, Burns Philp and Adelaide Brighton Cement.
It is only the first stage of a proposed complete cement manufacturing and
quicklime plant which, when completed, will cost a total of about $50m.
Mr Speaker, I know that all honourable members would join with me in
congratulating Mr Gus Trippe. I think I can say without any doubt that he
has been the key man in putting this development together. I know that
members of the opposition were present at the opening. I am sure that they,
just as much as members on the government side, welcome the provision of
such a modern facility as this. It also marks the highlight of Mr Gus
Trippe's career in commerce in the Northern Territory, although he is still
retaining his pastoral interests and will be active in them. Mr Trippe has
been trading for many years in the Territory. He is almost ready to
retire from Northern Cement where he has been managing director for quite
a number of years.
Whilst the NTDC probably would have entertained an application for a
loan from Northern Cement in respect of this project, obviously the companies
involved chose to undertake the provision of the necessary finance for the
project from their own resources. Where we are not asked for support, we
rarely offer it.
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Waiver of Penalty Interest Provision on Sale of House
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for HOUSING
For what reason was a waiver of the penalty interest provision given to
the owner of the residence at 22 Conigrave Street?
ANSWER
It was given for private reasons on which I do not wish to elaborate at
the moment. Also, the person who owned that house ceased employment in
the Northern Territory and left the Northern Territory.
Superannuation Entitlements for NTEC Employees
Mr DALE to CHIEF MINISTER
What steps were taken by the government to provide improved superannuation
entitlements for NTEC employees in trade-related categories of staff and for
police personnel?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the question of superannuation occupied much of the time of
the last Assembly. No less than 3 draft bills to provide a system of superannuation for Northern Territory public servants were introduced into the
Assembly. Unfortunately, none of those bills were proceeded with. Of course,
this was a result of a breakdown in negotiations between the government and
the local unions in relation to provision of a complete system of superannuation
for the whole of the Northern Territory Public Service. Currently, the
Northern Territory Public Service is covered by the provisions of the
Commonwealth Public Service Superannuation Scheme. Many people who have that
cover are, of course, reluctant to change horses in midstream.
I think it was fairly generally realised that the prov~s~ons of the
Commonwealth superannuation scheme are particularly generous and the unions
took the opportunity to attempt to negotiate even more generous terms with the
Northern Territory. Unfortunately, it has reached the stage where it is now
pretty well beyond the capacity of the taxpayer to extend additional superannuation benefits. We are beginning to see glimmerings of measures in
the federal sphere to come to grips with what, in the next generation, will
be one of the most serious problems facing Australia; that is, trying to
deliver benefits to the various people covered by numerous government and
semi-government superannuation schemes throughout Australia. The capacity
of this generation, and certainly future generations, to deliver those
benefits as presently committed is probably something that occupies the
minds of a considerable number of economists and financiers in this country.
Be that as it may, the negotiations for a general Northern Territory
Public Service scheme have broken down although it had within it benefits
which were better than the Commonwealth scheme in that the provision for
commutation in the Territory scheme was apparently much better than that
provided in the Commonwealth scheme. Nonetheless, the proposals were rejected
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by the unions' side and the Northern Territory government decided that it
would not pursue a public service superannuation scheme. We will continue
to avail ourselves of the Commonwealth scheme which will continue to be a
worry for the Commonwealth in future and not a worry for the Northern
Territory.
In relation to NTEC employees and police, some separate provision had to
be made. The government has had a long-standing arrangement with employees on
the technical side of NTEC and with police that steps would be taken to cover
the rather different position that they are in as regards superannuation.
The NTEC employees are not all the type of long-term employees that one
envisages under a public service superannuation scheme. They were interested
particularly in the provision of benefits under what is called a provident
fund arrangement whereby they could pay in more money over a shorter period
and then, when they decided to leave NTEC, they could take a lump sum with
them. If they joined NTEC at a later stage in life, they would be able to
pay into the provident fund and still receive a reasonable amount at the time
that their employment terminated.
The police are in a different position again. Their compulsory
retirement age, from memory, is 55 or 60 depending on rank whereas the
retiring age for public servants is 65, although it is possible to opt for
60 or perhaps even earlier. In any event, the police requirements are
different.
What the government has done is to continue to have the Commonwealth
superannuation scheme apply to those employees of NTEC who consider it is
more suitable for their needs. Those employees of NTEC whom we call the
trade side, generally speaking, have opted for membership of the NTEC
provident fund. In fact, the other day, I received a letter from the
Professional Officers Association in relation to a group of engineers at
NTEC who want to join the provident fund as well.
The Treasury will administer the 2 separate superannuation schemes the police and NTEC schemes - and no doubt investments under the schemes will
be managed by Treasury officials. The schemes are being established under
deeds of trust. I do not think these deeds of trust will need to be approved
again by the Commonwealth Minister for Finance because they are supplementary
schemes to the overall Commonwealth scheme. I do not think that Northern
Territory legislative action will be necessary to enable the schemes to
operate.
Larrakeyah Primary School
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
He explained that the parents of students at the Larrakeyah Primary
School had been offered a wide range of options and they had chosen the old
hospital site. Could he confirm that the Darwin Primary School was one of
the options offered to the parents?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as I explained to the Leader of the Opposition before, 3
options were given to the parents. The first was that the students be
distributed amongst other primary schools in the Darwin area. The second
option was that the children remain at the Larrakeyah school during the upgrading work and the third was that they occupy part of the old Darwin hospital site.
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Planning Act and Trees
Mr HATTON to MINISTER for LANDS
Does the Planning Act contain powers to protect existing trees on sites
or to control the removal of trees from sites?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the subject of trees is of considerable interest to most of
our citizens. The subject was raised yesterday or the. day before in this
Assembly by the Minister for Conservation. The Northern Territory Planning
Act has powers within it under which the Planning Authority may issue
declarations in relation to individual trees on land. I am not sure whether
this power has ever been exercised. I recall that the provision was put
there so that particular trees of significance to a town, such as large banyans,
which are sited in places where the populace would generally like them to stay,
could be included in the protection provisions of the plan.
The Planning Act provides that a planning instrument that is made by the
Planning Authority can permit or control the carrying out of any development in
relation to that land. Under the definition of 'development', one heading
relates to the cutting down or lopping of trees on that land. Those provisions
are not very much use in a situation where a private landowner levels his site,
including any trees on it, and then makes a development application to the
authority. In such a case, the act is of no use to protect trees. Where the
trees are on public land or where a development application is submitted and
trees are still on private land, the authority may draw up in the instrument
of determination a condition that a tree is to remain in its present state. I
do not think the authority has ever used that section of the act. Perhaps it
has never been put to it that it should in relation to any matter that has come
before it in the past. But, there is certainly provision there.
Teachers' Federation Dispute over 41-week School Year
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for EDUCATION
What is the current situation with regard to the Teachers' Federation
dispute on the so-called 41-week school year?
ANSWER
I should throw my hands up and sit down. The non-issue of the 41-week
school year has been heard by the full bench of the Arbitration Commission
and a decision will be handed down in the next 2 weeks or so. Actually, an
interesting situation has arisen because the executive, seeing that it has not
had a great following in relation to the 41-week issue, has decided to change
direction. It is now using the erosion of working conditions as a reason for
industrial action. Many of the concerns that it is putting forward to its
rank and file are not correct. I will be addressing that particular issue
later in the sittings.
What has annoyed me, many other people and some of the teachers as well,
in relation to the 41-week issue, is that the federation executive has
referred continually to the fact that teachers are losing a week's leave.
They still receive 6 weeks leave and 6 weeks stand-down, which is 12 weeks.
If they were only receiving 11 weeks leave, then there would be something for
them to moan about. It should also be pointed out that, last year, there
94

QUESTIONSWITHOUT NOTICE - Thursday 7 June 1984

were 27 pay periods as compared with the normal number of 26.
any comments made on that particular occasion.

We did not hear

I guess my main disappointment is the fact that many teachers do not agree
with what the federation is trying to put forward. I do not want to interfere
in the decisions of teachers. That is entirely up to them. All that I would
ask of teachers is that they examine their circumstances very closely. The
conditions that they have in the Northern Territory are good. They are equal
to any in Australia. Before taking industrial action, I would ask them to
consider that particular fact.
Public Transport for Alice Springs Schoolchildren
Mr BELL to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
What public transport does he envisage for Alice Springs children who have
been excluded from the use of school buses?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it is rather difficult to work out what the honourable member
means. Is he implying that the Department of Transport and Works ought to
overrule the policies of another government department, that of the Department
of Education? Is he suggesting that, as a result of the enforcement of a
long-standing policy of the Department of Education, the Northern Territory
government should set up, on that basis alone, a duplication of the Darwin
Bus Service in Alice Springs? Of course, we all know that that bus service
has an annual deficit of millions of dollars. That would be an absurd
proposition for this government to entertain but I doubt very much if it
would be an absurd proposition in the mind of the member who asked the question.
Natural Gas in Alice Springs Power-station
Mr VALE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Is the conversion of the Alice Springs power-station to natural gas going
according to plan? When will all generators be switched to and utilising
natural gas?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am able to provide the honourable member with the information
he requires. I am mindful that, for many years, the honourable member has had
a very strong interest in and a great deal of enthusiasm for the use of
central ian hydro-carbon products. Given that we had a period of dislocation in
the Alice Springs power-station when gas initially came in, his concern is a
very genuine one. The conversion of the whole station to gas generation is
scheduled for late June 1985 when set 6 conversion and commissioning will be
completed. Following the I-month gas pipeline shutdown that occurred last
month because of initial teething problems, the conversion program is
approximately 2~ months behind schedule. However, we expect that this loss
will be recovered by the middle of September 1984 when sets 3, 5, 7 and 8 will
be operating on gas.
Mr Speaker, the commissioning of sets 3, 5, 7 and 8 will enable at least
75% of the Alice Springs power-station demand to be generated by gas. Set 5,
the first set to be commissioned on gas, has been running continuously, except
for minor maintenance checks, since the delivery of gas recommenced on 20 May
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this year. The conversion of set 3 is complete and diesel fuel reliability
trials have commenced. Set 7 gas commissioning is progressing well. The
installation and commissioning of set 8 will be completed by 17 July this
year - that is for oil and distillate. Following the completion of set 3 diesel
fuel reliability tests, all sets will be available for diesel fuel operation to
meet maximum winter loads. The conversion of set 4, the next set to be converted, will not commence until late August to ensure security of supply during
the winter maximum-demand period.
Mr Speaker, I am happy to say that the initial teething problems that
we had with the introduction of gas into the Alice Springs power-station were
technical ones and they seem to have been overcome by a great deal of effort
and hard work on the part of NTEC and the gas transport people who have had
the responsibility of getting the gas into the power-station. We do not
anticipate that any more technical difficulties will arise. The success of
the project is now there for everybody to see and I think it is a credit to
everyone who has been involved.
Facilities for Imangara Community at Murray Downs
Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH
He is aware that the people of Imangara at Murray Downs have been
petitioning his department and himself for many months to obtain a small clinic
and radio for their community. How and when does he intend to provide them
with these very basic facilities?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Department of Health received a communication from the
community in question in February of this year. In March, the Regional Director
of Health, Dr Kerry Kirk, visited the community and made a recommendation to
the department that a facility be provided by taking a mobile dental clinic van
from Ali Curang and locating it at Murray Downs. This recommendation was made
in May. Officers of the Department of Transport and Works went out to inspect
the mobile van but found that it was no longer mobile because the wheels had
been taken off and it had been set in concrete. Consequently, it would be
very hard to move at short notice as promised to the community. I understand
that, since last week, officers of the Departments of Health and Transport and
Works have been trying to obtain a crane to go out to that area to lift the
van out of the concrete, replace the wheels and eventually take it to Murray
Downs. I assure the honourable member that we will try to have that
particular facility out to the Murray Downs area as soon as possible.
Employment of Aboriginals in NT Public Service
Mr FINCH to CHIEF MINISTER
What steps are being taken in regard to the employment and training of
Aboriginals in the Northern Territory Public Service and how is the government
attempting to ensure a representational proportion of Aboriginal employees
in that service?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, for quite some time, the government has been taking measures
to employ and train Aboriginal people in the Northern Territory Public Service.
Indeed, it is one of the objectives of this government to achieve a significant
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percentage of Aboriginal employees within that service. The Public Service
Commissioner has been working on the development of a strategy within the
service to establish additional training courses at the Darwin Community
College and the Community College of Central Australia in relation to the
training of Aboriginal people to enter the Northern Territory Public Service.
I think that, at present, a significant percentage of public service employees
are either directly Aboriginal or of Aboriginal descent.
At this stage, I think the Northern Territory Public Service has the
highest percentage of Aboriginal employees of any public service in Australia
and one would expect that. One of the problems is that we have to try to make
these people upwardly mobile in the public service. What is needed is what is
described today as affirmative action and I can assure you, Mr Speaker, that
the Public Service Commissioner is taking such action to ensure that Aboriginal
people who are willing, anxious and desirous of working in the public service
are trained for it and that, once they are in the public service, they have
opportunities to move upwards through its ranks. I cannot remember offhand
the percentage, but we have an objective of reaching a certain percentage of
Aboriginal employees within the public service by the year 1990.
Toilets at Wharf in Frances Bay
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
Is he aware that the toilets at the new wharf provided for the fishermen
in Frances Bay are closed at nights and weekends and that this is causing
great pain and distress to the fishermen involved? Is it possible to make a
better arrangement than the one currently operating so that those very
commendable facilities that have been provided can be fully utilised?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, contrary to any perception that the Leader of the Opposition
may have that I spend my weekends inspec.ting waterfront toilets, I would
advise him that the use and the state of the toilets available for fishermen
does not really fit into my •••
Mr B. Collins:

It has been in the paper recently, Ian.

Mr TUXWORTH: ••• area of responsibility. Mr Speaker, 3 or 4 government
agencies are involved in the administration •.•
Mr B. Collins:
fishermen's wharf.

I should have asked Noel about the public toilets at the

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, if the honourable member could contain his mirth
for a moment, I was going to say that 3 or 4 government agencies - and the
Port Authority and Transport and Works are but 2 - are involved in the
administration Df the waterfront. It would be perfectly reasonable to address
the question to those authorities. I hardly think, Mr Speaker, that it is an
important item of business for this Assembly.
Appointment of Ombudsman for Northern Territory
Mr VALE to CHIEF MINISTER
What is the present situation regarding the appointment of an Ombudsman
in the Northern Territory to fill the advertised vacancy?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am pleased that the member for Braitling - the very blatant
honourable member for Braitling - has raised this question. I had intended
to raise the matter myself during this sittings. The appointment of an
Ombudsman is, of course, a parliamentary appointment and the current incumbent,
as I informed this Assembly at an earlier stage this year or perhaps last year,
has signified his desire and intention to quit the office in November of this
year. For that reason, the government caused an advertisement to be inserted
in newspapers around Australia calling for applications for the position of
Northern Territory Ombudsman. We had many applications. There were maybe 40
or 50; some of them were good and some of them were not so good, Mr Speaker.
I prepared a short list and I went with the Director-General to interview the
7 or so who were on that short list. We interviewed them in various cities
around Australia in the course of the last fortnight or so.
I am satisfied that 5 of the 7 are worthy of further consideration. I
now suggest to the Leader of the Opposition that we follow the procedure that
we adopted when the current Ombudsman was selected. I am not sure whether
the current Leader of the Opposition was Leader of the Opposition then.
However, at that time, we formed an unofficial committee of 3 members of the
Legislative Assembly to reinterview people after my interview with the
Director-General. Therefore, I would invite the Leader of the Opposition to
nominate a member of his side of the Assembly to join 2 members of the
government side to interview these 5 or so people in the course of the next
2 to 3 weeks. I feel that we must try to conclude the process fairly speedily
and at least give the successful applicant the assurance that he or she has the
position and the unsuccessful applicants will be taken out of suspense. I hope
that arrangement is satisfactory to all honourable members, including the
Leader of the Opposition. It seemed to work reasonably well last time. I
cannot see any point in a number greater than 3 so I will await the advice of
the Leader of the Opposition as to the person that he would like to nominate.
Duplex Units at Palmerston
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for HOUSING
Is it true that a tender was awarded recently to construct 6 duplex
units at Palmerston and that, after the concrete slabs were laid and associated
plumbing work done, it was found that the land was zoned R1 and work had to
stop? If this is the case, what is the cost of this to the Housing Commission?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am not doubting the intentions of the honourable member in
asking this question. Obviously, he wants some information but, to expect me
to carryall these intimate details in my mind, is to ask a little bit much.
I will endeavour to give an answer during the course of this sittings.
Sulphur Dump
Mr COULTER to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
What is the current situation with regard to the sulphur dump located
in the Hundred of'Strangways?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I assume that the honourable member is referring to the
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Ranger sulphur dump on the corner of the Arnhem Highway and the Stuart Highway.
As honourable members would know, this is in my electorate. There have been
some complaints about the sulphur being on this particular block of land because
it affected water quality downstream. Ranger was notified of the adverse effects
on the water supply. Together with the Department of Mines and Energy, the
Department of Transport and Works and Water Division officers, Ranger did
everything it felt necessary to rehabilitate the area downstream. Neutralising
agents were applied to the ground. The damage that had occurred as a result of
the rather high acid content of the water downstream was checked and something
was done about that. Also, Ranger undertook some tree planting.
Mr Speaker, the desirability of the sulphur staying at this area has been
questioned. Through inspections by Ranger, the Water Division and the
Department of Mines and Energy, the situation is being monitored continually.
If necessary, changes will be made. I had a complaint from a couple of my
constituents about sulphur being blown by the prevailing south-easterly winds
at this time of the year. They said the sulphur was blowing across the
highway. I suggested that the environmental officers of the Department of
Mines and Energy should check the situation. The situation will be monitored
continually. I know that Ranger checked the situation daily during the wet.
Water Division officers checked weekly and also received reports from Ranger.
They are quite active in following up any complaints received from people
living nearby.
Tourism
Mr HATTON to CHIEF MINISTER
The community has been made aware of a huge increase in beds to be
generated by new hotel developments in the Territory. What else is being done
to ensure that sufficient tourists come to the Territory and that they are
given sufficient things to do whilst they are here?
~

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I agree that it is very important that a whole range of
additional supportive infrastructure be provided to ensure the success of the
tourism industry generally and new hotel developments in particular. Obviously,
the way to make money out of visitors is to keep them for as long as possible
in a particular area. People will not stay unless the facilities and
attractions are good. There should be a wide range of attractions. I am
talking about the sort of facility that my friend and colleague, the Treasurer,
is associated with - Aquascene and the fish feeding.
Mr B. Collins:

Give someone else a plug.

Mr EVERINGHAM:

Charity begins at home.

Mr Speaker, as well as that, it is important that the whole range of
tourism facilities, such as caravan parks, are of a standard that will attract
and keep people. Unfortunately, whether it is true or untrue, particularly
north of Katherine there is a widely-held opinion amongst the caravan and
camping fraternity around Australia that Darwin is a place to stay away from
as far as caravan parks and camping are concerned. That reputation may well
have been true and accurate some years ago but I believe that the situation
with caravan parks and camping in the Top End has changed greatly. Obviously,
it is going to change for the better even more because the government has
granted a development lease, under stringent conditions, to establish on Lee
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Point Road what will probably be Australia's best-equipped tourist park for
the caravan, camping and coach-type fraternity. That is the sort of thing we
have to make provision for.
I think it is appropriate too that I should mention the discussions that
will take place with airlines in early July in Alice Springs. Initially, these
discussions were arranged to alert airline companies to the major developments
occurring in the Territory to enable them to turn their minds to the need for
more frequent and more numerous flight connections into and throughout the
Territory. I am aware that, at this stage, there is great interest by overseas
airlines in providing additional services to the Territory and also in jointmarketing arrangements with Qantas for attracting prospective tourists into
the Territory.
Mr Speaker, much depends on marketing. I can assure all honourable
members that the Tourist Commission has never been more alive to the need to
increase our share of the domestic and overseas markets. We cannot do that
until we have the beds. That is the reason why hotels are needed. We cannot
fill the beds till we have the flights. It is very much a chicken and egg
situation. It does not seem possible to interest the international and
domestic airlines until the hotels are here. The hotel operators are always
worried because there is never the flow of tourists to seemingly justify
hotel construction at the time of building.
Mr Speaker, we are attacking the whole problem on a fairly broad front.
I hope to announce a whole range of additional measures that the Northern
Territory government will be taking in the field of tourism marketing and
development at the next budget sittings of this Assembly.
Transportation of Sulphur to Ranger Mine
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Is he aware that there is an additional problem with sulphur in that at
least some carriers are transporting it from the dump in the Minister for
Housing and Conservation's electorate to Ranger without covering the loads?
It is causing a lot of annoyance to people who get this stuff allover their
vehicles when they follow the trucks. Could he seek some assurances from
either the company or the subcontractors that sulphur loads will be covered
at all times?
ANSWER
The cartage of sulphur for processing uranium is fairly heavily controlled
under the Environmental Control Act. I hear what the honourable member is
saying. I will take the matter up with the Department of Mines and Energy
and also with the Minister for Transport and Works, whose officers have an
interest in the matter. If what the honourable member says is true, and I do
not have any reason to doubt his statement, we will move pretty quickly to
see that it stops.
Nhulunbuy High School
Mr LEO to MINISTER for EDUCATION
When will tenders be called for extensions to the Nhulunbuy High School?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I do not have that information.
during this sittings.

I will provide it later

Alice Springs Power-station
Mr BELL to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
I refer to his previous answer about the use of Palm Valley gas at the
Alice Springs power-station. The gas-powered turbine at the power-station
failed in its operation during this year. How long has the turbine been out
of service and what arrangements have been made with the supplier of the gas
and NTEC while gas is not being consumed?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, there were some engine failures at the Alice Springs powerstation because of the unacceptable quality of the gas that was delivered to
the power-station. The technical difficulties surrounding that were resolved
over a series of conferences and experiments were carried out by people
involved in the delivery of the gas and the maintenance of the power-station
equipment. During the period that the gas was not available, the power-station
reverted to the use of oil.
Discussions are being held at the moment to determine where responsibility
for payment for the oil and the non-delivery of suitable quality gas lies. As
with all of these things, it is not a matter of somebody being right and someone
else being wrong. A whole range of technical issues are involved. As I said
earlier, I was pleased that the matter was resolved because the ramifications
for the Northern Territory could have been quite serious if the problem had
persisted. It was resolved in a fairly short period of time. What made the
problem more difficult to solve was that no authority that we contacted
which used gas in converted diesels had experienced a similar problem. For
that reason, we were unable to pick anybody else's brains to obtain an overnight
solution. The technical people overcame the problem but the matter of
responsibility has yet to be resolved. In the meantime, we are generating on
gas and saving the consumers as much money as possible.
Detoxification Centre for Alice Springs
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for HEALTH
When

~.,ill

the sobering-up shelter planned for Alice Springs open?

ANSWER
Late last year, the Department of Health made attempts to obtain premises
in Alice Springs. A particular premises was identified but, unfortunately,
members of the community of Alice Springs were not really happy with the
particular site chosen by the Department of Health through the Drug and Alcohol
Bureau. Therefore, in the last 3 or 4 months, efforts have been made to obtain
alternative accommodation. I am happy to say that arrangements have been
entered into by the Department of Health to purchase a property in the Schwarz
Crescent area. Once these negotiations have been finalised and the department
has taken over the property, it is hoped that, after some staff recruitment
and other administrative arrangements, the sobering-up shelter will become
functional by the end of this year.
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Participation and Equity Program Funding
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Earlier this year, the federal Minister for Education announced that the
Northern Territory would be allocated some $195 000 for the Participation and
Equity Program in government schools and almost $300 000 for TAFE programs.
This is a total of almost $0.5m. If he is not in a position to do so now,
could he undertake to advise the Assembly during this sittings as to the kind
of projects this money will be allocated to in the Territory?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, in order to do this subject justice, I will provide an answer
later during the sittings.
Stuart Highway through Alice Springs
Mr VALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Is the present construction program for the Stuart Highway through Alice
Springs on schedule? Bearing in mind that the road goes through his electorate,
my electorate and that of the member for Sadadeen, in which electorate will
the opening ceremony take place?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I must say that I am not particularly concerned whether there
is an opening ceremony much less where it is held. I am more interested in
having the road completed. Technically, the road is 1 or 2 months behind
schedule at the moment due to a wide range of difficulties which inevitably
arise in a complex realignment and reconstruction of this nature. However, it
is anticipated that that delay will be overhauled in the very near future and
the realignment of the so-called north-south arterial road will be completed
on schedule. As to the last part of the question, Mr Speaker, I await the
representations of the honourable member for Braitling.
Parklands on Vanderlin Drive
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
What are the Conservation Commission's long-term plans for the development
of parklands on the northern side of Vanderlin Drive from the council depot to
McMillans Road?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member has asked me this question knowing that
the Conservation Commission has done a lot of work in the northern suburbs as
well as other parts of Darwin and in other centres of the Northern Territory.
I am very pleased to see that he is interested in what the Conservation
Commission does because I hope that what it does towards urban beautification
is appreciated by everybody. I think the honourable member is aware that the
Conservation Commission has cleaned up the area on the northern side of
Vanderlin Drive and has planted grass and a belt of trees to screen the suburbs
from the swamp and dump area. These trees are still juveniles but when they
grow they will serve the purpose for which they were planted. This area is
low and subject to inundation and the commission's plans are to make it easy to
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maintain and pleasant to look at without going into extensive expensive highgrade development. The McMillans Road end of Vanderlin Drive adjoins Holmes
Jungle Reserve which is being developed as a major park for the northern
suburbs. At the moment, I think the entrance to Holmes Jungle is not in the
best condition. Unfortunately, that is due to vandals and some filthy people
in our community who dump their domestic rubbish wherever they think they can
get away with it as long as it is not in their own front yards. I had
occasion to get into Holmes Jungle last weekend. It was well nigh impossible
because of the rubbish that had been dumped there. On the one hand, we have
people who are concerned about urban beautification and, on the other hand,
people who are doing their darnedest to negate any efforts that the
Conservation Commission makes.
Nevertheless, the Conservation Commission will press on. Its plans for
the development of the Holmes Jungle area include the consolidation of picnic
areas, lookout areas and informal playing areas for children. This will be on
the ridge tops. There will be walking trails through the jungle itself.
Fire protection and controls to restrict damage to the jungle are priority
concerns and current work is concentrated on these problems.
Student Assessment Program in Primary Schools
Mr BELL to MINISTER for EDUCATION
I refer him to his press release of 24 March 1984 in which he revealed
details of the criterion reference approach to a student assessment program to
operate this year in Territory primary schools. Exactly what is a criterion
reference approach?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, at the half-yearly conference of COGSO, I gave information in
relation to this assessment process for Year 5 and Year 7 in relation to
mathematics and English. I can obtain the information for the honourable
member and give it to him later. The information is available and I am sure
that members of COGSO are well aware of that. He is able to obtain it from
the department.

103

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE -

~Tu~e~s~d~a~y_~1~2~J~u~n~e~1~9~8~4______________________________

Housing Commission Penalty Interest Exemption
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for HOUSING
Is it a fact that the present Co-ordinator-General, Mr Allan Morris,
purchased a house at 20 Packard Street from the Housing Commission for
$90 000 on 2 March 1983 and sold it back to the Housing Commission 8 months
later for $130 000 and that Mr Morris was given a penalty interest waiver
on this sale?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the honourable member for his question. It is in
line with a question of a similar nature that he asked last week. As has been
indicated in the media, the whole question of waiving penalty interest has
been under review since March. Previously, the honourable member for Millner
sought information on exemptions from the imposition of so-called penalty
interest under section 29(3) of the Housing Act. I have been reluctant to
divulge this information, not from any wish to cover up what is a less than
attractive situation but from a desire, so far as possible, to protect people's
private matters. I say the 'so-called penalty interest' because it is really
no penalty, just merely the normal bank rate.
I have come to the conclusion that, because public money is involved and
because there is a degree of public interest in this matter, the best way to
handle it is to table the documents involved. I am happy for the conduct of
the former Minister for Housing and myself to be judged from these documents.
I should say a word too at this time for the Chairman of the Housing
Commission. This gentleman suffered severe health deficiencies during the
previous year which involved his absence on sick leave for many weeks at a
time. It seems that the Housing Commission, despite a caution addressed to
it on 12 September 1983 by the Hon Nick Dondas, has taken the granting of these
exemptions as the rule rather than the exception. Honourable members will see
that about 70 exemptions have been granted in 12 months or so. I was mistaken
in my belief in March, when I withdrew the delegation to the Housing
Commission, that only people of influence could get these exemptions.
Certainly, the Housing Commission has not been stern in its approach. I
think it might well have been more discerning in its interpretation of the
guidelines. I have come to the conclusion that it would be better if there
were no such power of ministerial discretion. After all, people take the
decision to sell and, if they know they will have to pay normal interest,
that will be another factor they will have to weigh in reaching their
decision. I will give notice of a bill to delete section 29(3) from the
Housing Act tomorrow.
I table correspondence between the Minister for Housing and the Housing
Commission relating to this matter over the period 21 March 1983 to 27 April
1984. I can assure honourable members that my administration of the Housing
Commission will be marked by equity for all comers.
Funding for Traeger Park Football Oval
Mr VALE to MINISTER for YOUTH SPORT and RECREATION
Has any timetable been set for funding to provide lighting at the Traeger
Park football oval in central Australia?
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ANSWER
I am unable to provide a timetable for the lighting of the Central ian
Football League's headquarters at Traeger Park. However, I can inform
honourable members that over the last 4 years the Northern Territory
government has spent considerable amounts of money in upgrading Traeger Park.
In fact, the baseball headquarters have been established there with sufficient
lighting to enable night competition. The tennis area has been upgraded with
financial support from the Northern Territory government, as have the hockey
facilities. Another development that will take place this financial year is
the construction of the basketball stadium in association with the Alice
Springs Town Council.
With regard to the lighting of the Centralian Football League headquarters,
at this stage I am unable to advise the honourable member of the timetable for
that particular installation. It would probably be at least 2 or 3 years away.
Jabiluka Mine
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Presuming it gets the green light, what effect on the future of Jabiluka
will the selling of Texaco and Getty Oil shares in the mine have?
ANSWER
I have been concerned for the past week by the announcement made by Texaco
that it is about to call a tender throughout the world for the disposal of the
mining interests that it acquired during the takeover of Getty Oil. As
honourable members would be aware, one of the largest corporate takeovers ever
recorded in the world took place in America a month or 2 ago when Texaco took
over Getty Oil. In doing so, Texaco acquired about a 35% interest in the
Jabiluka project. Because Texaco was stuck for cash, it decided that it would
strip the oil and gas interests from the takeover and sell off the mining
interests. While this may have some financial appeal to Texaco, it is a
matter of concern to the Northern Territory government that Jabiluka - a prize
project by any standard in the world - should be lumped in with all the other
Texaco Getty interests and disposed of in America in some auction or tender
when Australian interests have had very little opportunity to get into the act.
It would seem that there are about 8 major international corporations
interested in taking over the mineral interests that Texaco has acquired.
I do not have any knowledge of who they are. In a conversation I had with the
principals of Getty Oil in America last week, they were in no hurry to divulge
what was happening other than that the First Boston Bank had charge of selling
the whole of Texaco's interests and that it was not interested in splitting the
parcel in any way at all. Under the agreement between Pancontinental and
Getty Oil, Pancontinental has the first option to buy the 35% that Getty Oil
owns and, in any event, 10% of that 35% has to be transferred into Australian
hands before the mine can even become a goer. As a community, we have a
vested interest in how the matter is handled.
I am pretty concerned as to who might finish up as the end owners of the
Jabiluka project. It would be a pretty fair comment to make that, if large
Canadian uranium interests took over the Texaco mineral acquisition, we could
say goodbye to any early development of the Jabiluka project because the last
thing that the Canadians would want to see on the world uranium market at the
moment is the emergence of Jabiluka as a producer. By virtue of its size and
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its grade, Jabiluka is one of the best ore bodies in the world and it would
make it very difficult for Canadian interests to compete in the international
market if Jabiluka were there. It would be most disadvantageous to the
Northern Territory for Canadian uranium interests to be the end owners of a
large percentage of the Jabiluka project. Setting that aside, we may well find
that Getty and Texaco, in disposing of their copper and coal interests, may
just throw Jabiluka in as the cream on the top to a group of people who have no
interest in seeing any uranium mined anywhere because it may not fit into their
corporate plan.
As I said, Mr Speaker, this is a matter for concern that everybody in the
Northern Territory would share in and I am sure the federal government is very
concerned about it although, with the political problems it has with uranium
at the moment, it is probably not in any mood to pursue the matter actively.
Mr B. Collins:

Problems?

What problems?

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, the honourable Leader of the Opposition says:
'Problems? What problems?' I suppose it is all a matter of perception. If
you are buried too deeply in it, you may not even see it. Currently, the
government is looking at the options that it may have to ensure that the
Jabiluka project is not disposed of in some bargain-basement sale. To that end,
I believe that the Northern Territory government, the. land councils, the
Australian community as a whole and the Australian government have a vested
interest in seeing that Jabiluka is taken out of the Texaco tender being
arranged at the moment by the First Boston Bank and is disposed of in a manner
that is satisfactory to the Australian community. At the least, we have to
be sure that the 10% is achieved that needs to be acquired by Australian
interests to bring the Australian equity up to 75% and, secondly, it is
absolutely essential that the government, the land councils, and Pancontinental,
which has the management of the project, are satisfied that their new partners
are good corporate citizens who have a vested interest in seeing the project
go ahead.
Mr Speaker, I will be negotiating to this end with all the parties
concerned as soon as I can. I do not believe we can stand by idly and watch
the First Boston Bank of the USA auction off or tender, to people of whom we
have no knowledge, 35% of one of the greatest ore bodies in the world and then
send us a letter in a fortnight's time telling us what the result has been.
The whole thing is preposterous. It is time that we moved on it and we will
be doing so.
Housing Commission Penalty Interest Exemptions
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for HEALTH
Whilst he was Minister for Housing, did he authorise penalty interest
waivers for senior public servants including Messrs Gaffy, Morris and Stanley
and, if so, why, and is it a fact that, whilst he was Minister for Housing,
penalty interest waivers were approved by Housing Cornmission officers without
his knowledge?
ANSWER
To answer the last question first, power was delegated to officers of the
Housing Cornmission to allow the interest penalty to be waived upon sale of
property within 3 years of purchase. The documents that have just been tabled
by the Minister for Housing set out quite clearly the procedures as authorised
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by me in correspondence with the Housing Commission.
2 September 1983 contained the following comments:

In fact, a letter dated

1.
The Housing Act provides for repayment by a borrower of interest
subsidy should he sell the property within 3 years of purchase subject
to that property having been purchased after 31 December 1980.
2.
The act also allows for the minister, at his discretion, to exempt
a borrower from those provisions.
3.
The commission proposed, and you approved, certain administrative
arrangements - Ministerial No 375 (copy attached) - which basically
allowed commission officers to determine whether or not the penalty
should apply and that you would then endorse the action following
discharge. To date, this procedure has been practised and 2 schedules
have been presented to you for endorsement. Following receipt of the
July schedule, you have requested further details to support
non-application of the penalty provisions.
6.
A schedule presenting greater details is attached together with
guidelines describing the approach taken in making determinations.
7.
Perusal of the detailed schedule points to the fact that 4 of
the discharged loan accounts have no justification for exemption of
penalty.
8.
These errors are regretted and it can only be said that they are
the result of insufficient control of required procedures.
9.
Procedures must have been amended to the effect that the director
responsible shall personally determine and authorise all future
exemptions when applicable.

Mr Smith:

What is all this?

Mr DONDAS: The purpose of the exercise is that the honourable member has
had these papers tabled for him. Other members and the press are interested
in this.
Mr Smith:
Mr DONDAS:

I know but what's this waffle?
The paper goes on:

It is recommended that you approve continuation of the procedure set out
in the Ministerial No 375 (attached with the amendment) that the Director
of Home Loans and Sales determine and authorise all discharges that are
subject to exemption from the penalty provisions allowed for in the.
Housing Act and endorse a methodology and approach taken in making
determinations of exemptions as described in the attached guidelines.

I approved that, Mr Speaker, on 12 September with a cautionary note
to the chairman: 'Please ensure that these applications are not treated too
lightly'. In the last few days the honourable member opposite has made great
play of these exemptions and the Leader of the Opposition called out a few
moments ago that it is a scandal that this was allowed to happen.
At the same time, we must give officers within the public service some
powers of delegation. Late last year, we accepted new procedures to ensure
that people who were not entitled to these waivers did not get them.
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Unfortunately, names have been mentioned by the honourable member for Millner Gaffy and Morris - but, as they were cited to me, the waivers were justified,
as the honourable member will be able to see. One document gives the reasons
for sale and repurchase by the Northern Territory Housing Commission. I know
that the purchaser may have paid $90 000 for the house and we may have bought
it back at $130 000 but it is much the same situation as that of Mr Gaffy,
who bought a public service house for about $85 000, upgraded it, doubled its
size, made all kinds of improvements and sold it for $160 000 or $170 000. He
was entitled to make a profit. He upgraded the house. He took a standard
government house, spent large amounts of money to provide reasonable
accommodation for his family and then, for personal reasons, decided to sell his
house. The Valuer-General valued the house. Every house that is purchased
has been valued by the Valuer-General. In some cases, we may not agree with
the Valuer-GeneralIs valuation and an independent valuation is obtained. But
people are entitled to improve their houses and sell them for profit.
Maybe the Housing Commission should not have purchased that house. But
there is certainly a demand for high level officer accommodation. In some
cases, $170 000 or $180 000 on today's market is cheap to provide accommodation
for senior public officials because, on the open market, a reasonable house
varies between $130 000 and $250 000.
Mr B. Collins:

Well, they obviously move in circles .••

Mr DONDAS: Your house today would probably be worth about $125 000 and
you paid about $80 000 a few years ago.
Mr B. Collins:
take cheques.

Are you interested in buying it?

Is that an offer?

I'll

Mr DONDAS: The important thing is that the opposition has been attacking
the Minister for Housing over waivers and the exorbitant profits being made.
Mr B. Collins:

$80 000 in 8 weeks is not bad.

Mr DONDAS: He probably spent $70 000 in doing it too. That has not been
said by the opposition. To answer the honourable member, yes, I did waive the
penalty interest.
Department of Education Dating System
Mr VALE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Why is his department adopting a dating system contrary to the usual
format; that is, all in numbers, with the year followed by the month, followed
by the day; for example - 1974-01-19?
ANSWER
The honourable member has warned me of this question. The dating system
used by the Department of Education complies with the official Australian
standard as determined and promulgated by the Standards Association of Australia.
This standard, in turn, is consistent with that set by the International
Standards Organisation, which has been adopted in the United Kingdom and Canada.
The adoption of the new system by the Department of Education has met with a
degree of criticism, probably because the department seemed to be going it alone.
The department referred the matter back to the Standards Association,
asking if the system was being adopted generally throughout Australia. The
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association acknowledged that, Australia-wide, the rate of change had been very
slow and, as a consequence of apparent resistance to the change, a special
committee is to be reconvened later this year to review the matter. The
honourable member will be pleased to know that the Department of Education has
started to revert to the former system and will continue that way unless this
government decides that all Northern Territory government departments will
change.
Mental Health Act Review
Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH
What action has been taken by his department to complete and implement the
recommendations in the 1981 review of the Mental Health Act?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member and I discussed this last week and we
decided that, for the purpose of the public record, he would ask this question
this morning. The act commenced on 1 April 1980. At this time, no recommendation has been made. The department will provide me with a Cabinet paper to
put to my colleagues for consideration in about November.
External Lighting at Anzac Oval and Anzac Hill
Mr VALE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Following an undertaking given by his predecessor to the Alice Springs
Youth Centre to provide additional external lighting to the car-park on Anzac
Oval and to the base of Anzac Hill, when is it anticipated that this lighting
will be installed?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I believe the honourable member made representations to the
former minister regarding the inadequate lighting at the Anzac Oval car-park
and at the base of Anzac Hill around the area of the youth centre. Apparently,
additional lighting has been discussed with the Alice Springs Town Council in
relation to that car-park. I have been informed that the situation will be
rectified in conjunction with car-park extensions which are expected to occur
later this year. The need for the lights is due to misbehaviour by people
outside the youth centre in the Anzac Hill area. Apparently, they have a
tendency to throw stones and other material at people who are attending the
youth centre. I have instructed officers of my department to ascertain the
cost of providing suitable lighting at the youth centre itself which could be
directed towards the base of Anzac Hill area and which may prevent some of
the problems which are occurring. I am still awaiting that information. I will
be able to inform the honourable member of what is occurring in regard to that
matter at a later date.
NT Government Contingent Liabilities
Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
Will the brief being prepared by the Treasury for the Assembly on the
government's contingent liabilities include details of the government's deferred
financing schemes, and when can we expect to receive the brief?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can assure the honourable member that he will receive
information relating to the government's contingent liabilities. I understand
the Chief Minister will be making a statement in relation to undertakings he
has given to this Assembly previously. If it does not have details about
commitments under the deferred payments system, I can have those details brought
together quite quickly and provided to the honourable member within the next day
or so.
Speech Therapy Services
Mr DALE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
What is the current position on the provlslon of speech therapy services
to students in the Northern Territory and what positive steps, if any, have been
taken to overcome the shortage of trained speech therapists available to the
Department of Education?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the honourable member for his question. He has been
concerned about the provision of speech therapists for SOme time. I have had
information from one of my officers who recently attended the Australian
Education Council meeting in Melbourne on my behalf that this problem is
experienced right throughout Australia. At present, we have 6 speech therapist
positions within the department and 4 of those are filled. ,In an effort to
gain additional speech therapists, the department has advertised nationally. We
have approached the Australian Association of Speech and Hearing and all
training institutions. It is very difficult to attract speech therapists. The
Department of Education has approached the Department of Health and an agreement
between those 2 departments has been reached to try to overcome the problem.
Subsidised Taxi Scheme for Disabled Persons
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for HEALTH
When does he expect that the subsidised taxi scheme for disabled people
will extend to Territory centres outside of Darwin?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member would be aware that this scheme has been
operating in Darwin for a couple of months now. When we have ironed the bugs
out of the system and have it working well, a decision will be made on when to
apply it to other centres.
Classification of Aboriginal Communities
Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
He would be aware of the incredible frustration in Aboriginal communities
caused by duck-shoving over their classification. Will he undertake to provide
during this sittings the criteria used to differentiate between an outstation
and a community?
ANSWER
That requires a rather detailed answer. It will serve the purpose better
if I undertake to provide that information at a later stage.
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Electricity Services in Nhulunbuy
Mr LEO to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Does he have any power to direct the suppliers of electricity in Nhulunbuy
to provide increased services, such as extra street lighting, should
investigation prove that to be necessary?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I believe there is a power so to direct but I understand that
it takes with it a responsibility for the Northern Territory gqvernment to pay.
The company does not have to pay if it has been directed. I will confirm this
for the honourable member and let him know in the next day or two.
Study Awards for Teachers
Mr DALE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
The President of the Northern Territory Teachers' Federation has claimed
that study awards for teachers have been reduced considerably in recent years.
Is this the case?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this is obviously another effort by the President of the
Northern Territory Teachers' Federation to try to gain support for its proposed
industrial action on 18 June. It is another example where the president has
taken matters out of context. Whilst there are fewer full-time study awards,
it has to be borne in mind that in-service and study assistance programs have
been expanded considerably. One of the reasons for doing this was to broaden
the base so that more teachers would be able to benefit.
Mr Speaker, let me indicate some of the areas where study leave on full
pay has been granted. I refer to short-term courses. In 1983, we had 16.
This year we have had 36 and we are only into semester 1. There were 16
reimbursements of travel costs in 1983 and that has increased to 36 in 1984.
Part-time study at the Darwin Community College has increased from 24 to 31.
Teaching is a respected profession and it is a pity that there are a few people
who are trying to discredit that particular profession. Most teachers care
about their students and I trust that they will see through the efforts of the
Northern Territory Teachers' Federation to bring about industrial action. I
reiterate that the conditions enjoyed by teachers in the Northern Territory are
equal to the best in Australia.
Berry Springs Zoo
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
What progress has been made on the construction of the Berry Springs Zoo?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, a major contract for water and sewerage reticulation facilities
has been relet to Wolpers and Flowers Constructions. The contract is for
$492 517 and is one-third completed now. The fencing of the southern front
boundary of the site is nearing completion at a cost of about $100 000. A
contract for additional fencing materials for the eastern and western boundaries
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has been let to ARC Engineering for approximately $60 000. The security
compound has been completed at a cost of approximately $10 000. Contracts for
2 staff houses have been let for about $175 000 and one fifth of this work has
been completed. A contract has also been let for the prefabrication and supply
of 2 industrial sheds which comprises machinery and feed storage areas. This
has been let for about $27 000 and the delivery date for that is 11 June 1984.
Contracts have been let for the domestic water supply stage 1 to Wolpers and
Flowers Constructions for about $50 000. Stage 2 has been let to Southern
Cross Machinery at $146 000. The 2 contracts will be undertaken concurrently
due to the site layout. Earthworks costing about $8000 have been completed.
Mr Speaker, all contractors are on site and work is proceeding to
schedule. The interest of the Conservation Commission in this project is
evident from the fact that it is doing all in its power to bring the Berry
Springs Zoo to fruition so that the public at large can see what it has done
for the conservation of our native fauna. There will also be displays of flora
and exotic animals there.
School Buses
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Is he aware of a community view that school bussing costs might be reduced
if separate tenders were called for individual bus routes, thus increasing the
element of price competition?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I spoke about the issue of Alice Springs school buses the
other day. The provision of a bus service has been examined and all I can do is
reiterate that, as far as the Department of Education policy on bussing is
concerned, the government will not deny free travel on buses to anyone who has
a legitimate right.
Alice Springs Dump
Mr VALE to MINISTER for LANDS
Is there any forward planning for, or has consideration been given to,
relocating Alice Springs garbage dump and, if so, can he supply details?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Department of Lands and the Alice Springs Town Council,
with assistance from the Conservation Commission and the Department of Health,
have spent some time investigating potential sites for a new rubbish tip in
Alice Springs. Lot 6386, which comprises nearly 37 ha adjacent to the western
boundary of the existing tip, is considered to be the most suitable option and
the council has been offered a 20-year Crown lease over the area so that Alice
Springs will have a place to continue to dispose of its refuse.
Plumbers and Drainers Licensing Act
Mr BELL to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Is it the Northern Territory government's intention to introduce
amendments to the Plumbers and Drainers Licensing Act that will enable the
licensing of plumbers without formal trade qualifications to practise their
trade?
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ANSWER
This is a timely question. Indeed, the government has been very actively
pursuing the policy and practical difficulties to do just that. I have had
draft legislation prepared to achieve that end. However, on further examination
it became clear that to do so would have very serious ramifications, particularly
for apprenticeship training. If a person, no matter how experienced, wanted to
operate legally as an advanced tradesman, then the rules of the game would be
such that he could take on apprentices. While such a person would be quite
capable of doing the work out in the field, clearly he would not have the
theoretical knowledge to do justice by a person in his charge. To simply say
that, because a person has been practising the trade of a plumber, regardless
of the fact that he may have no theoretical knowledge whatsoever, is sufficient
grounds for all purposes, would fail in logic. The result would be a very
unfair situation to young people who are training in the plumbing and drainage
spheres.
It is not now the intention of the government to introduce amendments to
achieve that purpose. The position in relation to those who have worked in the
fields of plumbing and draining will be exactly the same as it has been since
1971; that is, a person in that position is a journeyman but cannot have young
people charged to him for the purpose of apprenticeships.
Housing Programs for Locally-Recruited Aboriginal Teachers
Mr LANHUPUY to MINISTER for EDUCATION
When does the Northern Territory government intend to change its present
policy in relation to housing programs as it affects locally-recruited
Aborigines, especially those who have been successful in the Batchelor training
courses?
ANSWER
I thank the honourable member for his question. He has in fact written to
me in relation to a problem that he has out at Gapuwiyak in relation to one of
the Aboriginal teachers in that particular area. It is government policy that
teachers who work in their local area are responsible for their own housing. I
have indicated that to the honourable member in a response to his letter.
Europeans would apply through the Housing Commission. Aborigines would apply
through their local councils. I realise that it is a serious problem. Perhaps
the honourable member could speak with the local councils and people in those
areas to see if they can assist in the housing of Aboriginal teachers.
The policy of locally-engaged people finding their own housing is a
reasonable one. If a person living in an area obtains a job in that particular
area, one would expect him to have accommodation. In this case, all I can say
to the honourable member is that the government is not looking to change the
policy at this particular point. We are aware of the problems that are being
experienced in some Aboriginal communities. I ask the honourable member to
contact the various councils to see if they can assist. Where Department of
Education houses are available, we will accommodate locally-recruited teachers
until those houses are required by teachers from outside the particular local
community.
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Nyirripi Airstrip
Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
I will preface my question by complimenting him on the speed with which
he organised a grader to clear the Nyirripi airstrip after the last sittings.
However, is he aware that no rolling and consolidation was carried out, no
wind sock or markers installed and that regrowth is now covering the airstrip?
Will the airstrip be made fully operational before the end of this financial
year and, if not, when?
ANSWER
The honourable member has mentioned his concerns in this area to me. I
have made some detailed inquiries as to exactly what the situation is. As the
honourable member for Stuart pointed out, he asked me a question at the last
sittings regarding the Nyirripi airstrip. A contract was let to Henry and
Walker who formed an airstrip between 2 large sand-dunes. The particular area
is very sandy. It has been found that the strip itself is rather soft in
some spots as a result. I have also had information that the amount of money
involved to compact the strip at this stage would be in excess of $100 000.
Obviously, the provision of funds in relation to that would have to come from
another area, and would probably deprive a number of communities of much needed
money. However, things are not all as grim as might appear on the surface. A
roller will be provided to the community which will allow the community to use
its plant to compact the surface of the strip. Obviously, this will be rather
a long process ...
Mr Ede:

They don't have a tractor.

Mr MANZIE: Well, the one that they had must have disappeared or broken
down. However, because of lack of moisture, compaction of the strip surface
will be a rather hard task until the rains come. I have inquired about the
provision of water in relation to compaction, but the bore water is insufficient
to enable the compaction to be carried out before the rains come. Therefore,
the surface will not be compacted until later this year.
However, in regard to the strip itself, the Department of Aviation has
issued guidelines for authorised landing areas and a contract will be let
shortly for the provision of navigation aids: wind socks etc. The guidelines
for authorised landing areas are as follows: any strip can become an
authorised landing area provided it is constructed to Department of Aviation
standards, which basically set out the width, approach, departure requirements
and minimum navigation aids in wind socks and boundary markers; no specification is set down for the length or surface conditions of the strip;
notification to or inspection by the Department of Aviation is not required;
and the pilot of an aircraft landing on any authorised landing area is completely
and solely responsible for his decision to land and any consequences which may
arise from it. A11 that is required is that he has the owner's permission to
land and no responsibility is transferred to the owner even if he indicates
that the area is suitable for an aircraft to land and, unfortunately, that is
not the case. The decision to land and the ultimate responsibility remain with
the pilot.
As I said earlier, it is a matter of priority with the spending of money.
I have been informed that the airstrip is considered serviceable by the pilots
who fly in the area. I do not consider it a priority to spend $100 000 on the
airstrip when it will be serviceable by the end of this year. The information
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I have is that it will be completely and utterly compacted and in reasonable
condition. In answer to the honourable member's question, the strip should be
compacted before the end of this year.
Fire Prevention in Palmers ton Area
Mr COULTER to CHIEF MINISTER
Does the Chief Fire Officer have responsibility for fire prevention in the
Palmerston area?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am going to have to find this one because it is a gray area
but .••
Mr B. Collins:

Especially after ...

Mr EVERINGHAM: No, gray in respect of Pa1merston. Of course, the honourable Leader of the Opposition does not know that because I do not think he has
been down that way. The Fire Service is responsible for fire prevention in the
Palmerston area. I believe it shares the responsibility in the vicinity of
Palmerston with the Bushfires Council. Offhand, I am not quite certain of the
actual boundary of the Darwin fire area but, in any event, the Northern
Territory Fire Service obviously has a general responsibility throughout the
Territory for fire prevention. A fire station has been provided in Palmers ton
and I understand it is in the process of being equipped and that it will be
staffed in the relatively near future. That service will be available for
call-out not just in the town of Palmerston itself but throughout the rural
area. It will be available to back up the bushfire services and also the
volunteer fire services especially in relation to grass fires and bushfires
that are caused during the dry season. I can assure members that, considering
its size, Palmerston will have a very good fire service in quite elaborate
quarters and with more than satisfactory equipment.
Upgrading of Vanderlin Drive
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Is the Department of Transport and Works planning the widening or
duplication of Vanderlin Drive from Lee Point Road to McMi1lans Road and, if so,
when is it anticipated construction will commence?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, recently, the government completed improvements to the
intersection of Lee Point Road with McMillans Road. I understand that, .in
August, we will be calling tenders to do similar upgrading on intersections
from Mueller Road to the McMillans Road roundabout. As to the question of the
duplication of Vander lin Drive, I assume that that would be determined largely
by increased traffic flows as they occur in the coming years. We have done
preliminary design work on it and, as circumstances arise, that design work can
be brought forward. Given present traffic growth projections, I would anticipate
that we would be looking in the order of 1987 to 1988 for the Lee Point to
Leanyer Drive section and probably 1988-89 for Leanyer Drive to Mueller Road.
If increased traffic flows occur, naturally that program can be accelerated
as required.
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Poker Machines in Casinos
Mr LEO to TREASURER
Does a formal or documented agreement exist between the Northern Territory
government and the present casino operators that restricts poker machines to
casinos and, if such an agreement exists, will it apply to any future operator?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, from recollection, this question has been asked a number of
times by the opposition. The answer is still the same: no.
Running Cost of Araluen Arts Centre
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Has he estimated the yearly running cost to the government of the Araluen
Arts Centre now that the Alice Springs Town Council has refused to become
involved?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have approved preliminary estimates of $300 000 for the
Araluen Cultural Trust in 1984-85. However, based on advice I have received
from the Trust Director, there might be need to have another look at this
particular figure. In refusing to become involved, the Alice Springs Town
Council said that the scale of development vastly exceeded community
expectations. This is probably incorrect, Mr Speaker. There were many months
of consultation with the community during the design phase before a single
brick was laid. I think that members would agree that Alice Springs now has a
fine facility for use by the local community which will be a pretty good
attraction for tourists.
Government Advertising
Mr SMITH to TREASURER
Why has the government advertising trust account been abolished and in
what form is information on government advertising now kept?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I cannot provide him with details of this matter off the cuff.
I will be happy to obtain information and provide it during the course of the
sittings.
Report on Alcoholism in Ten.nant Creek Area
Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH
Why has the report on alcoholism in the Tennant Creek area, prepared by
Miss Maggie Brady and due for release earlier this year, not yet been released
and when will he see fit to release this report?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will provide that information to the honourable member during
this sittings.
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Nightcliff-Rapid Creek Area Planning Study
Mr HATTON to MINISTER for LANDS
Is there any possibility that a planning study will be carried out on the
Nightcliff-Rapid Creek area in the near future?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have given instructions to the Department of Lands that a
planning study should be undertaken on the Nightcliff area. I don't think I
said: 'the Nightcliff-Rapid Creek area'. I am prepared to have a look at that
again. In the past, a study was undertaken over the older suburb of Stuart
Park which was completed about a year ago. It involved a review of the whole
area with a view to determining the future course of an old suburb, the loads
which are placed on services, such as sewerage and water lines, how traffic
patterns have developed over years of rezoning and redevelopment. In the
Stuart Park Area it proved to be a very useful exercise. At present, a similar
study is under way in relation to part of the Fannie Bay area where considerable
redevelopment has taken place and traffic problems have emerged.
Some time ago, the honourable member for Nightcliff asked me to address my
attention to some of the problems that have arisen in Nightcliff as a result of
redevelopment. Parts of Nightcliff are very intensively developed today
compared to just a few years ago. A number of traffic problems are evident
to anyone who drives around the Nightcliff Shopping Centre and the intersection
of Dick Ward Drive and Progress Drive. I have asked the Department of Lands
to take these matters into consideration to see whether any amendments should
be proposed to the Town Plan which might limit further intensive development in
some areas of Nightcliff so that the problem does not become worse. I hope that
such a study will be completed well before the end of the next financial year.
Gas Pipeline and Road Projects in Central Australia
Mr BELL to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
I draw his attention to 2 projects in my electorate: firstly, the
proposed gas pipeline from the Mereenie oil field down to Yulara and, secondly,
the proposal for a road from Ayers Rock up towards Kings Canyon, which would
follow approximately the same route. What information is he able to provide
to the Assembly about these 2 projects?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can tell the honourable member emphatically that, thanks
very much to the Commonwealth Labor government's policy on fuel excise levies,
we are now in a position to justify the cost of the pipeline to Yulara. I
guess some good comes out of bad. In relation to the second part of the
question, I think he is probably talking about the difficulties on Aboriginal
land rights.
Mr Bell:

I did not mention that at all.

Mr ROBERTSON: Once again, the government must go through certain
procedures to obtain access to land for essential purposes which are in the
public interest. Quite obviously, in order to carry out either of the 2
proposals that have been put forward, both of which I strongly support, the
government will now have to talk to the Central Land Council and relevant
traditional owners in respect of land •••
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Mr Bell:

We know how you hate that.

Mr ROBERTSON: Mr Speaker, isn't it amazing? He shakes his head in disgust
when he does not get every call. When he gets a call to ask a question, he
does not let me answer it.
Mr Speaker, it is a matter for the government, through its various agencies,
to talk to the Aboriginal people affected by corridors through their land, and,
of course, by corridors through land which is now under claim. If Mr Justice
Toohey's recommendations in that area are imposed upon us, and land under claim
is to be taken as being land for the purposes of the Aboriginal Land Rights Act,
then we will have to negotiate those required corridors with the land councils
notwithstanding that no traditional attachment has yet been found to that land.
These discussions will be undertaken largely, I presume, through the Office of
Aboriginal Liaison in the Chief Minister's Department and my people in my
department.
In respect to the road, there is absolutely no doubt that considerable
benefit would flow to Aboriginal residents of that area from the provision of
that communication link from the Lasseter Highway through to the canyon area.
We want to talk with the Aboriginal people about the matter. Given the nature
of the Land Rights Act, it should only be done with their concurrence.
Therefore, as these agreements are reached, we will try and program the
required budgetary subventions to make this road available to the tourist
industry. The main object of the road, apart from providing a new means of
communication, is to provide a loop for tourist traffic to enter the Lasseter
Highway from the south. Once the South Road is sealed, a great increase in
traffic numbers can be expected. When that occurs, tourists can enter the
Lasseter Highway, visit Uluru National Park and drive by the ring route via
Kings Canyon and back to the Stuart Highway and thereby not have to traverse
the same track.
Nhulunbuy Electricity Supply
Mr LEO to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Under what terms are the suppliers of electricity at Nhulunbuy licensed
to provide and sell electricity in that community?
ANSWER
I have no problem with the honourable member's request.
get the information for him in the next day or two.

I will try to

ANSWER TO QUESTION
Berrimah Police Headquarters Complex

Mr EVERINGHAM (Chief Minister) (by leave): For the benefit of the
honourable member for Millner, and for other honourable members, I have sought
this information from the Police Commissioner. The honourable member for
Millner indicated that there had been quite a serious cost overrun in relation
to the construction of the Berrimah police headquarters complex. I think he
mentioned something in the order of $2m.
I am told that the original programmed prov~s~on for the police headquarters itself was $11.5m. Subsequently, it was decided to incorporate the
Fire Service headquarters within the complex. The original programmed provision
for that was $650 000, making a total of $12.15m. The estimated total completion
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cost is now $12.8m which is an increase of $650 000 or 5% over the original
sum. Also, I am told that, in a project as complex as this one, particularly
from the security aspect, it is not unusual for unforeseen requirements to be
encountered during the construction phase. This project has been no exception.
However, an increase of only 5%, including rise and fall, is not considered to
be excessive.
The project is running ahead of schedule, even though the major variation
of adding in the Fire Service headquarters accommodation was made. I am told
that it should be handed over to the client - presumably the Department of
Transport and Works - next month which is a month before the contract completion
date. Of course, it will need to be furnished after it is handed over, which
will add to the time.
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Dixon Road Subdivison
Mr VALE to MINISTER for LANDS
When is it estimated that the first block in the Dixon Road subdivision
of Alice Springs will be available for development?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the proposed 19.5 ha subdivision in Dixon Road in Alice Springs,
for which applications from private developers were invited recently, has the
potential to yield 123 R1 lots and 3 R2 lots. I expect the first lots to be
turned off in December this year. In addition to this subdivision, 8 R1 lots in
Dixon Road are to be serviced in August and made available for sale over the
counter.
Housing Commission Penalty Interest Exemption
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for HOUSING
From the information supplied to us from the Housing Commission, it appears
that a Mr or Mrs Massicks sold his or her house in February 1983 yet it was
shown that that person received a penalty interest waiver. How did that occur
when the scheme was not introduced until April of that year?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member has asked a question regarding dates in
February and April 1983. I would have to check the records to find out the
exact details of this particular case. I will obtain this information and give
it to him later today or at some time in the near future.
Racing Industry Working Party Report
Mr DALE to TREASURER
What action is proposed in respect of recommendation 12 of the Racing
Industry Working Party Report; that is, that the Racing and Gaming Commission
take a direct interest in the affairs of the Darwin Greyhound Association and
take whatever immediate steps are necessary to place greyhound racing on a
sound footing?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, in the process of assembling information to put before Cabinet
in relation to the working party's report, I had a meeting with the committee
of the Darwin Greyhound Association a couple of evenings ago with a view to
discussing with it the report's recommendations that the government take some
direct involvement to try to improve the greyhound industry's public image and
its administration. At present, the Darwin Greyhound Association, which runs
the Winnellie Park greyhound track, has a committee of 9 persons. That
committee acknowledges that it has some difficulty running that organisation.
Despite the fact that most of the committee members are involved because of
their love of greyhounds and greyhound racing, they are, in fact, running quite
a substantial business. They are turning over some hundreds of thousands of
dollars a year. Any business of that order needs a strong hand at the wheel
and quite a bit of autonomy to look at the whole question of greyhound racing
in the Territory.
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Together with the Chairman of the Racing and Gaming Commission, I met with
the committee to discuss the problems that are perceived by the commission and
by the working party in relation to greyhound racing in the Territory. They
passed a motion agreeing, in principle, that the government should seek to find
a suitable person to be an administrator of greyhound racing for an interim
period to try to pick the game up completely. The intention would be that
later the administration would be handed back to the Darwin Greyhound
Association. There are precedents for this sort of activity. Apparently, in
Western Australia, greyhound racing was suffering smaller attendances than had
been the case in the past and generally was in a bad way. The government
established a small management team which picked the game up very considerably.
Most people who know anything of the Western Australian situation indicate that
it has been a very considerable success.
Being armed with approval in principle from the Greyhound Association
that it would not object to government trying to pick the game up, I can make
recommendations to my colleagues on that aspect of the working party's report.
It was important that I obtain that approval in principle before I proceeded
because, as I mentioned to the Greyhound Association, it could tell us to go
fly a kite and continue to do its own thing under its own legal constitution
and try to improve greyhound racing in the Territory to the best of its ability.
I certainly gave it that option. I was not there to try to heavy it in any
way but I think that the members all felt that it was in their own interest to
accept the suggestion that an administrator be sought for this particular task.
They would like to see a thriving business, more greyhounds, higher-quality
racing, better stake money and more people involved in training greyhounds and
activities related to greyhound racing. Whilst the industry is fairly small in
the Northern Territory, being based solely in Darwin, it is likely to spread to
other areas in years to come.
Channel Island Power-station
Mr EDE to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
I refer to her press release on 9 April 1984 regarding the Channel Island
Power-station in which she stated: 'I shall be examining conservation measures
in actuality and comparing them with the recommendations made in the project's
environmental impact study'. How do conservation measures in actuality compare
with the recommendations made in the project's environmental impact study?
ANSWER
The Channel Island Power-station construction is a major development
project in the Northern Territory at the present time. As such, certain
environmental conditions are prevailing. The environmental impact statement
went into the project in some detail. I cannot remember all the details at the
moment but, from memory, all of the environmental problems that could arise
were covered. Different situations were considered, including possible
effluent discharge from the power-station and the preservation of certain
environmental conditions in that area. The Conservation Commission is
continually monitoring the situation, having regard to the extensive mangrove
areas in the vicinity of Channel Island Power-station, the tidal flows, popular
recreational fishing spots and the live coral reef in the area. The honourable
member can rest assured that the Conservation Commission is alert to all the
problems that could arise. We hope that no problems will arise. Nevertheless,
Conservation Commission officers are alert to any problems that can arise. They
are working with NTEC staff and the construction companies involved on the
project. I feel certain that there will not be any deleterious effects to
the environment in that area.
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Katherine Bookmaker
Mr PALMER to TREASURER
My question is asked on behalf of the honourable member for Elsey. Why
was a shop bookmaker in Katherine refused permissio~ to field at the Katherine
races last weekend?
ANSWER
We have an unfortunate situation in relation to at least one of the
registered bookmakers in the Northern Territory inasmuch as I understand he
was refused permission to stand at the Katherine race meeting recently. He is
a licensed off-course bookmaker and has fielded at the Katherine racecourse
in the past. The problem started last year. Races were held at Mataranka.
As most honourable members will be aware, country races are a feature of the
Northern Territory. They get quite a gathering and a good time is had by all.
The Mataranka meeting was not a registered race meeting. That meant that they
ran races that did not have formally-registered racehorses. No official steward
was there at the time. Under the Australian Rules of Racing, apparently, any
bookmaker who fields at an unregistered race meeting risks being barred from
fielding at any official race meeting thereafter. I think that this is a
very unfortunate matter which has arisen in the Territory. We will need to look
at it more closely.
Normally, the Darwin Turf Club administers the Australian Rules of Racing
in Katherine and Mataranka. The official mechanism is for a country race
meeting to be held under the auspices of the Darwin Turf Club which ensures
that there is at least one race at the meeting which has registered racehorses
competing, and that a steward is provided to ensure fair play in regard to
starting, finishing, appeals etc. The situation at Mataranka developed fairly
rapidly last year. It came to my attention quite late in the piece that an
unofficial race meeting was to be held. It would not have been very wise of me
to attempt to stop the Mataranka races. As a matter of fact, I do not think any
politician could have stopped those races. I was faced also with the awkward
situation of the Darwin Turf Club saying that no bookmaker who fielded at that
unofficial race could field subsequently at official races. I could not see us
allowing this country race meeting to be held without a registered bookmaker
present because, without question, we would simply have forced people to engage
in illegal betting. Therefore, by enforcing a law of the Northern Territory,
we would have put quite a wet blanket over the whole show. The Racing and
Gaming Commission took the only sensible attitude and issued authority for a
bookmaker registered in Katherine to stand up at Mataranka on that day.
One of the absurdities of the situation is that, for the situation to be
legal under the Australian Rules of Racing, there would have had to be only a
single registered race at Mataranka with perhaps 3 registered horses running
around under the supervision of the stewards. That would have made everything
official. They could have run another 25 races with hacks from the bush and
from cattle stations. That is where all the fun is because no one really knows
who will win in those sorts of horse races. Betting could have been conducted
quite legally on all of those unofficial races. I have asked the Darwin Turf
Club to review its decision to refuse permission for the same bookmaker to field
at his local racecourse in Katherine. Obviously, this is quite important to the
individual concerned. At present, Katherine has only one bookmaker. It
normally has 2 and 1 off-course bookmaker. A significant part of his business
is to field on the rare occasions that Katherine runs races in its own town.
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Within the Territory, we must have organisations like the Darwin Turf
Club which is empowered to administer these rules in the Northern Territory.
I think it has to temper its decisions in these matters with the view that
country meetings are a part of the social structure of outback life in the
Northern Territory, rather than applying the absolute letter of the Australian
Rules of Racing.
This matter remains unresolved. I propose to take it up further with the
Darwin Turf Club and hope that I can prevail upon it to see reason and remove
any bans it has placed on this particular bookmaker and to sort out, once and
for all, the situation in regard to future races. I notice that there is a
request by a group in Borroloola to run races there. I would like to ensure
that we have registered bookmakers standing up at Borroloola if there are
races there this year in order not to force the citizens of that very fine town
into a situation where they might be placed in a shadow in regard to the law.
University for the Northern Territory
Mr COULTER to MINISTER for EDUCATION
I refer to the recently-released Commonwealth Tertiary Education Commission
Report and the recommendations contained therein. Since it would seem that no
funds will be forthcoming for a Northern Territory university in the next
triennium, what is the government stance now in relation to the establishment
of a univerSity in the Northern Territory?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, whilst the Commonwealth Tertiary Education Commission Report
did not support funding for a university in the 1985-87 triennium, a number of
encouraging comments were made in the report. As honourable members would be
aware, the Commonwealth Tertiary Education Commission Report involves only
recommendations which are put forward to the government. The government is due
to hand down guidelines in relation to that report in July. At that time, I
will be making further comment in relation to a university.
BTB Eradication Campaign
Mr BELL to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
Have any pastoralists in the southern region made representations to him
because the viability of their leases has been threatened by the administration
of the BTB eradication campaign?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the honourable member for his question because .it is a
very pertinent one in these times. I have not had a particular representation
from pastoralists in central Australia but I am anticipating that hardship
will be caused to some people in some areas of the Territory, including central
Australia, the VRD area and the Gulf district and possibly elsewhere in the
Top End. The introduction of the campaign will place some people at a great
disadvantage because they have managed their land in an open range situation
over a long period without cattle production management. Because of the need
to control disease, they will have to introduce management. That will be very
difficult for some of them because the nature of their properties is not
susceptible to that. Some of the people are quite incapable of doing it any way,
and I do not say that unkindly.
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It will be a difficult period for the Territory, Western Australia and
Queensland. During the next few years, we will have to identify what we call
welfare cases in the cattle industry. We have to decide what we will do. To
this end, the ministers from Queensland and Western Australia have been invited
to join me on a tour of the Territory, Western Australia and Queensland so that
we can report back to the federal minister on what we believe should happen to
these welfare cases. We believe there needs to be a provision in the BTB scheme
for exactly this type of problem. At the moment, it does not exist because it
has not been identified in specific terms.
Mr Speaker, I think it is fair to say, and the honourable member would
probably know of places himself, that there are stations which were allocated
as long ago as 80 or 100 years which have been able to operate on a laissez
faire basis. The people on these really just exist. We are now saying to
these people that they must have fences and management. They must muster and
test and do a range of things to ensure disease eradication. It is quite
impossible. In my own electorate there are areas in the Gulf region where the
terrain makes it impossible to do this. The boundaries that we gave people 50
and 80 years ago run across the middle of watercourses. For some parts of the
year, the cattle we are trying to contain behind fences roam free because the
rivers knock the fences down every time the Wet comes. That is another problem
that we must address. I can say for the benefit of the honourable member that,
in the Victoria River District, we are looking at the possibility of realigning
some of the boundaries so that they follow natural terrain and give us better
disease control management.
In conclusion, I would say that there will be welfare cases in the cattle
industry. The government will treat them with a great deal of care and
consideration. We need to maintain stations and try to build up their viability
rather than see the work of the last 50 years set aside and areas become unused.
If there are particular places that are of concern to the honourable member or
to others, or if he is aware of properties that he believes could use special
assistance, I would be pleased to hear from him. It is only by treating these
cases on an individual basis that we will be able to work our way through them
and try to ensure that we have a disease-free herd by 1992 and that as much of
the Northern Territory as possible is productive.
Aerial Surveillance Contract
Mr HATTON to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
What effect has there been on local specialist employment in the aircraft
maintenance industry in the Top End following the award of the aerial surveillance contract to Sky West?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am not precisely sure of the number of people formerly
employed by Northern Territory Aerial Work who are now employed by Sky West.
The position is that the bulk of maintenance for Sky West is carried out at
Port Hedland and Townsville which are the major bases of both search regions.
The position so far as Darwin is concerned is that there are 6 pilots and 10
observers. Only 3 of those 10 observers were employed previously by Northern
Territory Aerial Work. One would assume that, since all the maintenance is done
in 2 locations outside of Darwin, whereas it was previously done here, the
effect on the employment of engineers would have been rather drastic. Nonetheless, in talking around the air industry, I understand that the new arrangements
may well lead to requirements for additional maintenance skills by some of our
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local operators such as Air North. I understand that a number of those
engineers have been able to be picked up.
I do not think I have raised the subject of the demise of Northern
Territory Aerial Work in this Assembly so I might very briefly do so now.
When the original contract for aerial surveillance was let, a tender was
accepted from a company. I think it may have been a group called Ansett
Transport Industries. That successful tender was withdrawn subsequently on
the insistence of the then Leader of the Opposition, Mr Hayden, that the aircraft types used be of Australian manufacture. Well, of course, since New
Zealand took over Victa Air Tourers, because Australia would not support the
industry, we have produced only one aeroplane that was suitable: the Nomad.
Northern Territory Aerial Work was forced by a decision of the then federal
government, at the behest and with the 'approval' of the then opposition, to
force that company to use Nomad aircraft. The Nomad is very expensive both
to operate and maintain. Northern Territory Aerial Work was forced to use an
aircraft which was vastly more expensive to operate and maintain than any other
equivalent twin-engined aircraft which could be used for the purpose of aerial
surveillance.
What happened then? Along came the 'you beaut' federal Labor government
which said the whole question was open slather. Companies could tender to
take over the surveillance runs with any type of aircraft from anywhere.
Northern Territory Aerial Work - a locally-based company employing Territorians
as observers, pilots and engineers - could not possibly compete with the
aircraft which were made available subsequently by Sky West. This is an
incredible situation. The Commonwealth government insisted upon a company
using an aircraft which subsequently ruled it out of all contention for renewal
of the same Commonwealth government contract. That is nonsense.
Parks in Leanyer Electorate
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
When does the COnservation Commission expect to COmmence work on the
development of parks at lots 6548, 6533 and 6534, between Manunda and Copra
Crescents, Karama; lots 6426, 6428 and 6429 at the corner of Wearing and
Brazil Crescents, Karama; and lots 4041, 4127 and 4126 in Killuppa Crescent
and Leanyer Drive, Leanyer?
ANSWER
I am very pleased to say that the honourable member is vitally interested
in the workings of the Conservation Commission in his electorate. I would like
to see all other members follow the example of the member for Leanyer and be
proud of and interested in the work of the Conservation Commission in their
electorates. Because of the interest he has in the workings of the Conservation
Commission in his electorate, the honourable member has given me prior notice
of this question. Therefore, I am able to reply in full this morning.
Funds are being made available to carry out park development on lets
4041, 4127 and 4126 Killuppa Crescent and Leanyer Drive, Leanyer. This will
enable site preparation to take place during this dry season in readiness for
planting in the 1984-85 wet season. I believe that the other lots mentioned 6548, 6549, 6533 and 6534 between Manunda and Copra Crescents, Karama and
lots 6426, 6427 and 6429 on Wearing and Brazil Crescents, Karama - are about
to be rezoned as open space which will facilitate future development, hopefully
in the coming wet season.
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I would like to add that, whilst the Conservation Commission is in full
agreement with people who wish to beautify their surroundings, it must be
pointed out that rezoning is being sought because it is very difficult to
maintain these blocks, if they are single blocks or perhaps dual blocks. It
is very difficult to get machinery in to maintain parks in the condition in
which we like to see them. Very generally, the Conservation Commission
maintains its parks during 2 wet seasons and then hands them over to the
relevant government body. In this case, I think it will be the city council.
Mr Speaker, while I am on my feet, I would like to reply to the honourable
member for Millner. He asked me a question about a Mr, Mrs or Ms Massicks
and the purchase of a house. I have been informed that there is a typing
error and '1983' should read '1984'.
School Bussing Policy in Alice Springs
Mr EDE to MINISTER for EDUCATIQN
Is he willing to put off his hard-line implementation of the school
bussing policy in Alice Springs until the end of the year to allow discussion
on the alternatives proposed? If not, will he have Year 10 certificates of
those students affected by this policy endorsed to the effect that the results
shown were adversely affected?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have made it quite clear to honourable members that nothing
has changed as far as the policy of government is concerned in relation to
school bussing. As far as Year 10 students are concerned, I might say that, in
the Northern Territory, we are fortunate in that students are able to attend
any school of their choice. They will not be affected; they can still attend
those particular schools. I intend to comment on the school bussing issue this
afternoon in the adjournment debate but I emphasise, once again, the need for
the Northern Territory government to oversee policy. Nothing has changed
whatsoever in relation to school bussing. What has happened is that a number
of people have been using the services without entitlement. This caused
overcrowding.
One of the reasons why the issue had to come to a head at this stage was
that the bus services in Alice Springs were threatened with closure. The
Department of Transport and Works indicated to the Department of Education that,
unless the numbers on the buses were reduced considerably, those buses would
cease to run. It is my responsibility as the Minister for Education to make
sure that our policies are implemented to benefit the people who cannot afford
$2.50 or whatever is being proposed as a user-pays system. Those people who
cannot afford that will still have the opportunity to get to school on free
buses.
As I said last week during question time, that policy will be enforced in
the Darwin area as well, at the beginning of next semester, and I calIon all
parents at this stage, if their children are using buses which are designated
outside their feeder area, to consider other ways of getting their children to
school in the next semester. Bus passes are being issued at this time and the
government will be policing its policy. We want to retain a free school system.
We do not want zone schools. We want also to give those people the opportunity
of getting their children to schools without paying a fee. I am not a minister
for welfare or a minister for transport and works; I am the Minister for
Education and, in order to keep those policies in operation, this government will
be enforcing its policy at the beginning of the next semester.
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Mineral Exploration
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
What are the comparative figures for the value of mineral exploration
carried out on Aboriginal land or land under claim and the remainder of the
Territory over the past 6 years?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, in 1978, $13.7m was spent on exploration on Crown land and
nil on Aboriginal land or land under claim. The figures were: in 1979, $17.6m
on Crown land and nil on Aboriginal land or land under claim; in 1980, $21.9m
on Crown land and nil on Aboriginal land and land under claim; in 1981, $29m
on Crown land and nil on Aboriginal land; in 1981-82, $32m on Crown land and
nil on Aboriginal land or land under claim and in 1982-83, $17.1m on Crown land
and $0.115m on Aboriginal land. In the period from 1978 to 1983, $131.3m was
spent on exploration on Crown land and $0.115m on Aboriginal land and land under
claim. Those figures have been rounded off.
Australian-Thai Fishing Venture
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
Is it correct that John Hickman, Gus Trippe and the proprietor of Henry
and Walker Pty Ltd are among those Darwin businessmen who will provide the
Darwin connection for the Australian-Thai fishing venture that the minister
described to the Assembly yesterday?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, my understanding is that those 3 gentlemen are currently
negotiating with the Thais for the establishment of a joint fishing arrangement
in the Northern Territory. The final arrangements for that negotiation are not
in place because there are FIRB considerations that have to be approved by the
federal government. Also, there are provlslons that have to be approved by
the federal Minister for Primary Production.
I must say that I welcome the entry of Northern Territory business and
fishing interests into such joint venture arrangements because, as I have said
in the past, I believe our future in the development of fisheries lies in such
operations and that we have much to gain by learning from people and having
the benefits of their markets. Thais should be good partners for the Northern
Territory.
Ludmilla Electorate Intersections
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
I understand a planning study of the intersections of Dick Ward Drive, Ross
Smith Avenue and Phillip Street in Fannie Bay in my electorate was completed
last year and remedial construction work was to commence this dry season. What
will be the extent of that work and when is construction likely to commence?
ANSWER
Every time I drive through that intersection in the honourable gentleman's
electorate, it rather reminds me of the hotch-potch one encounters when one goes
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down Bradshaw Drive in my electorate to Gap Road intersection. Over the years,
I have seen many different proposals for the Gap Road intersection to solve the
traffic problems there. One would think that we could eventually find one that
suited. It is a very difficult intersection to organise in terms of engineering
and traffic flows. I would suspect that the one in the honourable member's
electorate is much the same.
My understanding of the present state of play is that we are well advanced
in studies in relation to traffic and engineering solutions for that difficult
intersection. Of course, we would be very anxious to get it right this time.
I think it appropriate that I ask the department to put out planning solutions
in a draft form in order that people like the honourable member may examine
them. The city council, which has been closely involved in the analysis of that
difficult intersection, should have further input. I think that it would be
worth while to consult with people who drive regularly through that intersection
and we would be looking for input from them too.
In this exercise, we would not want to delay the badly-needed realignment
and reconstruction of the intersection unduly. I would be looking to a tender
target date of about September this year. We will put these ideas in motion
and see if we cannot find a design solution quickly.
Housing Commission Rental Accommodation in Alice Springs
Mr VALE to MINISTER for HOUSING
What progress has been made on the air-conditioning of Housing Commission
rental accommodation in Alice Springs?
ANSWER
As part of its election campaign, the government ratified the decision of
the Northern Territory Housing Commission that all existing new housing within
the southern region would be provided with evaporative air-cooling units. In
January 1984, the total number of general public dwellings - that is, houses
and flats - in Alice Springs without air-cooling was 1111. As at 5 June 1984,
contracts were let for the installation of 212 air-cooling units at a total
cost of $397 827. It is anticipated that, over the next few years, $lm per
year will be committed to the program and this should allow for the installation
of more than 500 units per year. All contracts for construction of new rental
stock provide for the installation of air-cooling units during construction.
The commission is also purchasing air-cooling units installed by tenants in
rental dwellings where the units are considered suitable for purchase. Up to a
few days ago, 14 air-cooling units had been purchased from tenants at a total
cost of $13 856. Originally, the installation program was expected to take 5
years to complete. Subject to funds being available, it is now anticipated that
it could be completed before this time.
Incident at Dripstone High School
Mr DALE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Is he aware of what I believe to be a despicable incident that occurred at
Dripstone High School yesterday involving Northern Territory Teachers'
Federation members and students at the school?
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ANSWER
I thank the honourable member for the question. I must say that I was
disgusted at the incident that occurred at Dripstone High School yesterday.
The incident involved some members of the Northern Territory Teachers'
Federation. They lined up at the exits of the Dripstone High School and forced
many students to run the gauntlet through a picket line.
Mr Speaker, I believe that very few teachers indeed would support that
course of action being taken, and I am disgusted. The issue that the teachers
have been on about for some time has been debated at length. I have no
problem with protests being put forward to me and this government. It is part
of our democratic system. I have raised the issue of the Northern Territory
Teachers' Federation dispute in this Assembly on other occasions but I really
believe that this is taking the issue too far.
When federation members asked if they could distribute leaflets to the
students of that particular school, the acting principal told them that they
could do so provided it was outside the school grounds. There is nothing wrong
with that. If they wished to do that, it is entirely up to them. The trouble
at Dripstone High School is that there is no fence around it. The acting
principal told them that, if they wanted to continue to distribute these
leaflets or whatever, then they had to do it outside on the street. They did
not listen to that. They went to the only 2 exits at Dripstone High School and
all the students had to run the gauntlet to get outside and go home. In so
doing, they had leaflets forced upon them.
I have mentioned on a number of occasions that the conditions for teachers
in the Northern Territory are extremely good. In answer to a question yesterday
in relation to study awards, I said that study awards have been reduced.
However, the overall expansion in relation to study assistance is quite
remarkable. The reason why the Northern Territory government has done this is
to broaden the base so that more teachers are able to benefit.
The 41-week issue has been canvassed ad nauseum and I am not going to go
over it again. I believe that this action that is being taken and the efforts
of the federation to engender feeling in relation to the proposed industrial
action on Monday is not supported by the majority of teachers. I have asked
those teachers to intervene in this debate, particularly after the efforts
yesterday of some members of the federation. It is despicable that members
of a profession that is respected and regarded highly in the community can go
so low as to picket schoolchildren.
Mr Speaker, the department issued a directive that no letters or material
was to go home via students. That has been contravened in 2 cases. In this
particular case, it is a disgrace. I believe that many teachers will be
ashamed of the action that has been taken by a few. I calIon all teachers once
again to sit down and rethink. They have very good conditions in the Northern
Territory, as I have said on many occasions. Those conditions are equal to if
not better than conditions in many other teaching services in Australia. I
ask them to stop this rot and get on with the job of teaching children.
Parks in Mataranka Area
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
Does the Conservation Commission have any plans for recreation parks in
the Mataranka area and, if so, will the park or parks provide access for the
public to Roper River?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the honourable member for his question. As you know,
Sir, the Roper is one of the largest Northern Territory rivers. It is spring
fed and its upper reaches are remarkable for water clarity and dry season flow.
The river within the Mataranka and Elsey pastoral leases has been a major
recreation site since the Second World War when rest and recreation areas were
established on the river. After the war, the river became popular for
recreation for local people and, more recently, has become a tourist destination.
It attracts fishermen and campers, it is readily accessible from the Stuart
Highway and it is the first major Top End river system. encountered by northbound tourist traffic as a major tourist rest and stopover point. The river
has a succession of waterfalls, lagoons, palm groves and other features which
meet tourist aspirations for photography and experience of Top End scenery.
The small Mataranka Pool Nature Park is serviced by a camping ground under
private management and is currently visited by approximately 85 000 people per
year.
An agreement has been reached with the Agricultural Development and
Marketing Authority on boundaries of the proposed national park on the upper
Roper River. This park area of 150 km 2 includes the existing Mataranka Pool
Nature Park and will provide a vastly expanded regional, recreational and
tourist resource. The area includes a series of attractive waterfalls and
limestone formations.

In addition to this, adjacent areas on Elsey Station have been identified
as having park value. Formal discussions. with the management of Elsey Station
indicate that acquisition of the areas involved may take some time to resolve.
Nevertheless, this particular national park comprises the Mataranka Pool Nature
Park, Red-lily Lagoon and Goose Camp. On Elsey Station, sections of the Roper
River and other areas are all under consideration for a nature park.
Unfortunately, to date I have not visited the area. It is one of the few areas
that the Conservation Commission has anything to do with or that is of natural
interest that I have not visited in my capacity as Minister for Conservation.
Now that the Dry is with us, I hope to go down to this area very shortly.
Mr Speaker, when we first came to Darwin, it was one of the first places
we saw in the Territory of any interest. We stayed at the old Mataranka
Homestead. I can distinctly remember my impressions of that old homestead and
also of the thermal pool. I have not been down there since. It was many years
ago. But I know that the Conservation Commission is interested in this
particularly beautiful area. Many people in the community, as well as
tourists and yourself, Sir, are interested to preserve the places of interest
in this area.
Shopfront Premises for the Office of Women's Affairs
Mr BELL to DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER
I refer him to an announcement in this Assembly during the March sittings
that the Northern Territory government would establish shop front premises for
the Office of Women's Affairs both in Darwin and Alice Springs. I refer him to
the statement that they would be opened in 3 months from that date. Is he able
to advise of progress about the establishment of those shop front premises?
ANSWER
In some respects, the Chief Minister has advised other ministers of
progress regarding the establishment of 2 shop front premises for the Office of
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Women's Affairs. I understand that it is a matter of finalising negotiations for
premises both in Alice Springs and Darwin. However, I notice on the Notice
Paper that the honourable member opposite is proposing a motion regarding antidiscrimination. By that time, I might have further information.
Street Lighting in Alice Springs
Mr VALE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
In view of the fact that many Alice Springs residential streets are less
than adequately lit, can he advise what plans the Northern Territory Electricity
Commission has for the upgrading of these streets, particularly in the older
residential areas?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I guess it is a matter of perception about whether the streets
are well lit or not. I have no immediate knowledge of whether all the streets
in Alice Springs are well lit, very well lit or badly lit. The honourable
member certainly has referred to the older areas of the. Alice Springs town. As
an occasional visitor to Alice Springs, it would be my view that the streets
of Alice Springs are fairly well lit. It is a matter that we should be taking
up with the council because it will pay for the lighting if any additional
lighting is made available in the town. I am happy to tell the honourable
member that NTEC would like to receive from him a list of those streets he
believes are not well lit and perhaps then we could discuss with the Alice
Springs Town Council how it feels about paying any additional moneys that may
be required to have the street lighting upgraded. If he has any other aspects
of street lighting that he would like raised at the same time - at crossings
and the standards of lighting - we might get it all out of the way at the one
time.
Australian-Thai Fishing Venture
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
The question is consequent upon the answer he gave to my previous question.
Is he aware that the Northern Territory branch of the Australian Fishing
Industry Council, of which Mr Hickman is the chairman, has in the past 2 years
rejected 2 such proposals as the minister adv.ised the Assembly yesterday? Is
it correct that both the Territory and the federal Labor governments have pledged
to local fishermen that, before any such joint v.enture is agreed to,
consultation with local fishermen will occur? Can he advise whether such
consultation has occurred a.s a result. of the pledge that was given by his
government? If not, will he assure the Assembly that such consultation will
take place before these agreements are completed? As far as the federal
government is concerned, I will take that up with my own colleagues.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I take the honourable member's point and I think it is
perfectly valid. I too would say that consultation is absolutely necessary,
and not just from the point of view of people being made aware of what is
happening. If we are to gain the support of the fishing industry in toto
towards the direction that we are going, consultation must proceed in a very
detailed way right across the board.
It is fair to say that, when this matter was first raised a couple of years
ago with the fishing industry, my understanding was that Territorian fishing
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interests rejected the proposition because they could not see what was in it for
them. They did not understand how they would become a party to it. I think it
is fair to say that, from the point of view of the smaller fisherman, it would
be very difficult for him to get into a joint fishing arrangement with an
international trader because there is a fair amount of wheeling and dealing and
probably millions of dollars involved in putting these things together. The
Northern Territory fishing industry does not have that level of sophistication.
However, some of the local fellows started to realise that the impetus in this
direction will continue and that, if we wish ultimately to survive and develop
our fishery and have some control over it, we must move in this new direction.
The honourable member mentioned Mr Trippe, Mr Hickman and Mr Walker as 3
independent Territory people who have come together for the purpose of forming
a joint venture arrangement with the Thais. This is the first example of how
we are now moving in the other direction. Rather than have a situation where
there are a few fellows in it but most out of it, we want to have all the
industry moving in the same direction and participating in joint fishing
arrangements.
The benefit of joint fishing arrangements is that they give us access to
markets. The carving up of the international boundaries some years ago caused
quite a trauma in some quarters. I will give you an example, Mr Speaker.
There are some small groups of islands in the Pacific that now find themselves
the owners of large fishing areas that they have no interest in but have the
rights over. People like the Thais lost a fair swag of their Gulf of Thailand.
In effect, they lost a catch of 400 000 t a year for home consumption. People
like the Thais have to replace that catch. They have to deal with people like
ourselves and our neighbours to get access to the fisheries so that they can
continue to bring home the level of catch they need. It is important that we
understand that other people have interests and we join with them. It is not
my understanding that the foreign interests are proposing a rape of the
fishery. They are proposing to take in whatever interests are available to
allow them to participate in a joint venture and to be recipients of the catch.
Our particular difficulty at this time is that we are unsophisticated and our
fishing industry is small and has not developed to the degree that we would
like. Certainly, it is not as large as Western Australia's.
I take the honourable member's point. I am really keen to see that
everyone in the fishing industry understands and supports what is happening.
If we can get them into these joint ventures, then we should be trying to do
it because it is from that base that we will build into something much bigger.
Senior Secondary Schools
Mr HATTON to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Could he report on the present status of the proposal to introduce senior
secondary schools into the Northern Territory?
ANSWER
I thank the honourable member for his question. There is no proposal at
this particular time in relation to the establishment of senior secondary
colleges in the Northern Territory. I am sorry that I have not been able to get
a paper before Cabinet before this. There have been some problems. A Cabinet
submission has been prepared on the principle of the establishment of senior
high schools. I hope that that submission will come before the next meeting
of Cabinet.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE - NOT ANSWERED BY 30 AUGUST 1984

From 5 June 1984

Gas Turbine - Alice Springs
11

Mr BELL to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
In regard to the gas powered turbine at Alice Springs power station which
has recently failed in operation, (a) how long has this turbine been out
of service, and (b) what arrangements have been made with the supplier
and NTEC while gas is not being consumed?

From 21 August .1984

Aboriginal Communities - Trade Based Training /
37

Mr EDE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Given that a Vocational Training Commission working party started meeting
in December 1982 to examine and plan the introduction of trade based
training to Aboriginal communities, what trade based training is currently
being carried out and what is planned for 1985?
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE - ANSWERS RECEIVED.

Admiralty House
5

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY

DEVE~OPMENT

1. Given that expression~ of interest for· leasing of Admiralty House.were
called for on 24 December 1983, has the government yet made a decision
regarding the occupancy of Admiralty House?
2. Who is responsible for the triaintenance of Admiralty House; .has any
maintenance been carried out on the house and or garden since'Christmas
1983?
'
ANSWER
The Minister for Lands is the responsible Minister.
be redirected to the Minister for Lands.

The questions should

Connellan Airport - Funding
7

Mr BELL tp CHIEF MINISTER
1. Did the Northern Territory government obtain funds for the Connellan

Airport at Yulara through the federal government's Aerodrome Local
Ownership Plan?
2. If so, (a) how much was made available by the federal government, and
(b) how much was contributed by the.Northern Territory government?· .
ANSWER
The Aerodrome Local Ownership Plan is a Commonwealth scheme which provides
for the cost for the development and maintenance of aerodromes to be
reimbursed on a $1 for $1. basis by the Commonwealth.
The answer, therefore, will need to be provided in 2 parts, namely,
relating to the development and the maintenance.
• Development - Construction of the Connellan airstrip was commenced in
1979-80 and eventually cost approximately $3.4m. No special funds were
sought under the Aerodrome Local Ownership Plan for construction.
• Maintenance - Since 1982 the Northern Territory government has been
claiming, on a $1 for· $1 basis, reimbursement for the costs of maint~nance
work carried outat Connellan Airport.
• For the period 1,July 1982 to 30 June 1983 the Cotnmonwealth has reimbursed the Northern Territory government $61 172.84 under this scheme.
This represents 50% of the total cost of $122 345.68 of maintenance
undertaken at the airport •
. Alice Springs - Rural Tourist Development
9

I refer to budget paper. No. 5 for the financial year 198,3-8.4, the Capital
Works Program, page ,25, which contains an authorization of $98 109 for
"Alice Springs -external services to rural tourist dev:elopinent", and
ask which rural tourist development does this item refer?

ANSWER
The rural tourist developm~nt referred to is the "general area in Emily Gap
Road .specifically zoned R5 (for tourist development). The area contains
several caravan parks and a camel farm. The $98 109 identified in Budget
Paper No. 5 for financial year 1983-84 was the balance of works in progress,
totalling $250 000, to provide external services to the area.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE - ANSWERS RECEIVED

I1piye-I1piye - Lease
10

Mr BELL to MINISTER for LANDS
When will he make a decision in relation to the lease application mad'e by
the I1piye~I1piye Housing Association in Central Australia?

ANSWER
Officers from the Department of Lands are currently discussing this
matter with representatives of the I1piye-I1piye Aboriginal Corporation
and the Tangentyere Council. However, I am unable to provide the
honourable ,member with the specific information he seeks.
The question of the lease is one of several matters under consideration in
planning for future developments to the east and south-east of Alice
Springs. None of these matters can be considered in isolation.
Cr-iminally Insane Offenders
12

Mr BELL to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
How many offenders have been deemed to be criminally insane during
(a) 1983, (b) 1982, and (c) 1981?

ANSWER
The questions may be directed to either or hoth of 2 different classes of
persons as follows:
(a) Cases where persons have been found upon their trial to be insane at
the tim~ of the commission of the offence' and declared by a. jury to be

acquitted on that basis (s.381 of the Criminal Law and. Consolidation
Act), (i) 1981, nil; (ii) 1982, nil; and (iii) 1983, L
(b) Cases where persons who, charged.with an offence, f,or want of comprehension of the nature of the circumstances alleged or of the proceedings are found by the court before whom they are charged to be unfit
to plead, and that court has made appropriate orders (s.382 of the
Criminal Law Consolidation Act), (i) 1981, 1; (ii) 1982, nii; and
(iii) 1983, nil.
Special Educational Services - School of the Air
13

Mr BELL to MINISTER for EDUCATION
How many parents of children enrolled with the School of the Air have
. indicated that their children are in need of special educational services?

SUPPLE~lliNTARY

ANSWER

There are currently 11 children enro11ed.with the Alice Springs School
of the Air who have been identified as being in need of some special
education services and the Katherine School of the Air has identified
7 children in similar need.
In addition, 6 parents requested that their pre-school children be tested
to assess whether special education programs were required. This testing
has been carried out and, where appropriate, special programs have been
provided.
Guidance Officers do periodically visit isolated students with learning
difficulties at which time parents have the opportunity to discuss their
child's progress.
.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE - ANSWERS RECEIVED

NT Development Co,rporation - Overdue Loans
18, Mr SMITH to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT and TOURISM
1. What action has been taken to recover money owed by firms and
indiv,iduals mentioned in Schedule C of the Northern Territory Development Corporation Annual Report for 1982-83? (Schedule C being loans
with instalments ,more than ,60 days overdue).

2. Which of the firms and individuals mentioned in Schedule 2 still have
overdue loan instalments to pay?
ANSWER
The corporation manages its overdue instalments not unlike any other
financial institution, using follow-up procedures which provide • an initial opportunity for the borrower in default to identify a
remedial course of action to the satisfaction of the corporation;

and

• for recovery action, including realization under its securities, if
the corporation is not satisfied that proper arrangements are 'in place
which will lead to settlement of the debt.
Specific recovery action may differ in each case depending on the
particular circumstances.
The corporation has provided dis,closure of its financial assistance
activities in the 1982-83 annual report.
Frequent public disclosures are likely to impede the corporation's recovery
prospects.
I am not prepared to place the corporation's efforts at risk by providing
update information on individual clients other than in the corporation's
annual report.
Housing Act - Waiving of Interest Payments
20

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for HOUSING and CONSERVATION
How many times has the, Minister's discretion been exercised under section
29 (nof the Housing Act to waive interest payment requirements as out'lined in section 29; and in each case where the Minister's discretion was
exercised, what were the particular circumstances that justified the use
of this discretion?

ANSWER
Section 29 (3) of the Housing Act came into operation oil 15 April 198.3.
From that, date to the pres,ent time, 70 ~orrowers have been exempted from
the repayment of the interest subsidy following sale of their properties.
The circumstances for the waiver of the pena,lty interest charges have been
as follows:
"
43 - Impact of charging penalty WOUld have caused financial loss to be
sustained by borrower.
8, - Transfer of employment.
4 .,. Irret'rievable marital breakdown.
5 - Medical grounds.
1 - Repurchase, by NT Housing Commission.
1 - Further education requirements.
2 - Bankruptcy.
6 - Transfer of mortgage under Portability of Mortgage Scheme.
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LOANS EXEMPTED FROM PENALTY INTEREST-FOR PERIOD 15 APRIL TO 31 JULY 1983

Name

. .
I
Date I Locat~on
Purc h ase P'
r~ce

Dat.e Sale Price

IAgents
L' 1
Fega

I

~s

RobertsonlKatherine 111/81 - $50 0001 6/83 - $64 0001 $3 0001

~
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U
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Eo<
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z

5
5
U)

H

Eo<

U)

I"'l
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CI

10%

p...

Valu,

Return
Owners
on Owners Improvements
.
Equity .and Chattels
$

750

$ 8 500

Nett
Gain +
Loss 1$1750

+

Penalty
Effect
Gain +
Loss 1$2 650-

Staples
Bottari

IA/Springs
Nakara

3/81 - $75 000
1/81 - $45 800

5/83 - $85 0001 $3 5001 $6 70~
Nil claimed 1$ 200 - $1 600 ------------~--------- No deta~ls' recorded -----------------------

Campbell

I NightcliffI

1/81 - $47 000

4/83 - $65 0001 $3 0001

I

I

Reason for Sale

Transfer employ. to
Darwin & repurchase
Trans'fer employment
Deceased - sold by
estate
Marital breakdown

1$3 580 + 1$2 380 +
$10 000
equity transferred spouse
Forrest
A/Springs
4/81 - $52 000 5/83 - $63 250 $2 900
Nil claimed $7 950 + $ 45)1 + Marital breakdown
$ 400
Wilson
A/Springs
1/81 - $40 000 7/83 - $48200 $2 500
Nil claimed $5 200 + $1 900 - Marital breakdown
$ 500
Benson
A/Springs
6/81 - $50 000 6/83 - $51 000 $2 550
Nil claimed $1 950 - $7 650 - Further education
$ 400
Sheehan
Leanyer
4/81 - $62 500 6/83 - $76 500 $3 300
$2 560
Nil. claimed $8 140 + $ 660 + Family illness
Wigg
Leanyer
7/82 - $63 620 7/83 - $76 000 $3 300
Nil claimed $7 710 + $3 460 + Family illness
$1 370
I~
Black
Malak
12/81 - $63 050 7/83 - $79000 $3 300
$2 000
$11 500
$ ,850 - $5 750 - Family illness
Pithie
Family illness
Malak
4/81 - $53 800 4/83 - $82 000 $3 400
$5 460 + ' Nil
$2 440
$16 500
Fannie Bay 3/81 -$67 000 7/83 -$85 000 $3 500
Kelly
$12 000
$1 700
$ 800 + $3 500 - Further chi1d.educ.
Adams
Nightcliff 11/81 - $76 00.0 -----:-------- Not sold - Transferred to spouse following ,marital breakdown ------------Hallam
Tiwi
$4690/+ $1 210 .,. Family illness
8/81 - $59 050 5/83 - $73 500 $3 200
$ 5000
$1 560
,
Beasley
Fannie BaY , 1/81 - $61 750 4/83 - $75 000 $3. 200
$2 500
Nil c1aime,d $7 500 + $ 850 - Further education
Sullivan A/Springs
1/82 - $53 000 6/83 .;. . $65 000 $3 000
$ 600
$ 9 850
$1 450 - $5 650 - Marriage - Transfer
to spouse
Power
6/82 - $56 000 7/83 - $58 000 $2 750
Nil 'claimed $1 400 - $4 800 - Unemployed
IA/spdngs
$ 650
Haigh
A/Springs
9/82 - $52 700 7/83 - $64 000 $2 900
$ 630
$ 7500
$ 270 + $1 030 - Transfer employment
The following borrowers should not have been exempted as, in accordance with the guidelines:
• none would have sustained a loss, whether or riot penalty was cha~ged; and
• none had a reason for sale that would justify exemption.
Rebbeck
Malak
1/83 - $64 000 6/83 - $80 000 $3 400
$1 200
$ 6 000
$5 300 + $2809 + Transfer employment
Cullen
Malak
6/81- $50 920 6/83 - $67 500 $3 000
$13 280 + $6 380 + Transfer empioyment
$ 300
$ 2 000
Howman
Wanguri
6/82 - $63 900 6/83 - $73500 $3 200
Nil claimed $6 080 + $2 580 + Transfer employment
$ 320
Parap
Russo
4/81 - $56 600 6/83 - $80 500 $3 400
$1 400
$11 100 + $8 100 + Transfer employment
$ 8 000
$1 420

LOANS EX~TED FROM PENALTY 'INTEREST FOR PERIOD 1 AUGUST TO 31 AUGUST 1983
Justification for exempt,ion is highlighted

Name

pate I Location I Purchase
Price'

DeFontenaYi Leanyer
Hill

I

Date ,
Sale Price

A gen t

I

s
L
1
Fega
ees

I

10%

p.,.

Return
on Owners
Equity

Value
Owners
Improvements
and Chattels

Nett
Gain +
Loss -

' Penalty
. Effect
Gain +
Loss -'

$2015 +

$5262 -ITransfer in employment - exemption
granted 2/8
$18282 -IMedica1 reasons

4/ 3/81-$57033119/ 8/83-$81750

$3702

$2000

$17000

I Fannie Bay122/ 2/82-$90000130/ 8/83-$85000

$3576

$5212

Nil

$13788 -

Reason for Sale

Settlements for the following two sales, including the waiver of penalty interest, were arranged by our Alice Springs office
prior to the approval of new guidelines (Ministerial No. 578):
Wightman
Bird

~

g;
1-1

I'iI
U

I'iI

!Xi

Agius
Jackson
O'Dea

IA/Springs I 1/1/83-$52300131/
A/Springs

8/83-$62000

r $3000 I

1/10/82-$518001 9/ 8/83-$68000 I $3245

$130

Nil

$6570 +

$259

$10000

$2696 +

I

Strangways 10/ 5i82-$465,63 7/ 9/83-$57000
Wood1eigh 11/ 2/8.1-,$57600 13/ 9/83-$66500
Wood1eigh
1/ 5/81-'$58000 22/ 9/83-$78000

$3060
$3145
$3500

$1300
$1000
$2450

I Nightcliff 13/ 5/81':"'$45000 30/ 9/83-$45000

$530

$2125

Nil
$3000
$15500

$6077 +
$1755+
$1450 -

~

~

I'iI

U
1-1

H

~

6
6
CJ)

1-1

H

CJ)

.~
0'

Lackner

Nil

$2655 -

$2954 +/Marita1 dispute
$3162 - Loss of job in NT
$8985 - Transfer to SA by
employer
$4798 --Unit unsuitable to
raise family
I

The waiver of penalty interest was granted in writing to the following, prior to the approval of new guidelines
(Ministerial No. 578):
MCPherSonlJin g i1i
Coulson
A/Springs
Stolz
Rapid Crk

5/ 3/82-$62050116/ 9/83-$95300
1/ 5/81-$46900 16/ 9/83-$62000
4/ 3/82-$61700 29/

Penalty interest was charged on the following:
Wharton
Sold:
Batterham Sold:

21/ 9/83
22/ 9/83

Penalty:
Penalty:

$1136
$3790

$3540
$3000
$2500

$450
$2500
$1234

$20000
$5000
$2500

$9260 +
$4600 +
$4566 +

..,'"
r-I

LOANS EXEMPTED FROM PENALTY INTEREST FOR PERIOD 1 SEPTEMBER TO 30 SEPTEMBER 1983

CJ)

!Xi

$5762 +ITransfer in employment - exemption
granted in July
$1538 +ITransfer in employment - exemption
granted in July

$3678 +/Medica1 reasons
$1658 + Medical reasons
$2433 - Marital breakdown

LOANS EXEMPTED FROM PENALTY INTEREST FOR PERIOD 1 OCTOBER TO 31.0CTQBER 1983
Justification for exemption is highlighted

Name

.
Date Locat~on I Purch ase p.'
r~ce

I

Date Sale Price

IAgents
Legal

10% p.a.
Return
on Owners
Eq1;lity

Fees

26/ 6/81-:$61274 3/10/83-$76000
IAnse11
IKarama
Andriske Leanyer
22/ 7/82-$71226 17/10/83-$70000
Jenkins . Stuart Park 5/11/82-$55000 28/10/83-$58000

Nil

$3312

$3000

$500

Value
Owners
Improvements
and Chattels
$13529

Nett
Gain +
Loss -

., $2115 $1226 $500 -

Penalty
Effect
Gain +
Loss -

I

Reason for Sale

$9227 -1~~rita1 breakdown
$3172. -Financial problems
$4181 - Financial problems

The waiver of penalty interest was granted in writing to the following, prior to the approval of new guidelines
(Ministerial No. 578):
.
Hall

1 $3000 -

IRapid Crk 19/ 8/82-$79000110/10/83-$76000/

1$5050 -IEmPlOyment transfer

Penalty interest was charged on the following:

~

Keam
Ro11insbn

Sold:
Sold:

:>

14/10/83
17/10/83

Penalty:
Penalty:

$2235
$7608

o

~

.-I

LOANS EXEMPTED FROM PENALTY INTEREST FOR PERIOD 1 NOVEMBER TO 30 NOVEMBER 1983

H

~

U

~

tJ:)

p::
~

~

tJ:)

~
~

U
H

Eo<

~

5
5
tJ:)

H

Eo<

tJ:)

~

P
0'

Bishe11 l",llner
26/ 3/81-$540001 9/11/83-$58000 $3000
26/ 3/81-$78000 29/11/83-$86000 $3280
Grimshaw Millner
Morris
Larrakeyah 1/10/81-$90000 29/11/83-$130000 Nil

I
•

$1175
$3500
$7000

Nil
Nil
$11000

$175 $1200' +
$21000 +

$6958 -:IReturned td NZ
$1136 + Divorce
$17000 + Sold to NTHC
<

The waiver of penalty interest was granted in writing to the following, prior to the approval of new guidelines
(Ministerial No. 578):
Nicol
Stanley
Lupi

Moil
Malak
Anu1a

1/ 8/82-$56000 9/11/83-$64500
1/ 4/81-$51800 22/11/83-$71500
1/5/82-$63500
9/11/83-$68000

Penalty interest was charged on the fo11mJing:
Bedson

Tiwi

Sold:

18/11/83

Penalty:

$4681

I

$3050
$3295
$4090

I

$420
$750
$480

Nil
Nil
Nil

$5030 +
$15655 +
$70 -

$742 +IEmp 10yment transfer
$7784 + University in QLD
$2400 - Moved to Sydney

LOANS EXEMPTED FROM PENALTY INTEREST FOR PERIOD 1 DECEMBER TO 31
Justification for exemption is highlighted

Name

~landford

1P001e
~ike

lHancock
!Far10w

r

h

·.rean
oysey
ohnt
Sistrunk

Q

.~
~

P'i
00

P'i
>xl

~
00

~

>xl

~

~

:
o
00

E-I
00

>xl

g.

Karama
Karama
A1awa
Anu1a
Ludmilla
A/Springs
Leanyer
Wood1eigh
Nightcliff
A/Sp.1;ings

13/10/82-$65000
16/ 3/82-$51450
6/11/81-$75000
16/12/82-$63700
22/ 3/82-$65250
1/ 6/81-$49100
31/ 3/81..:.$66000
12/ 6/81-$58500
29/ 5/81-$46000
10/ 3/83-$62500

Date Sale Price

1/12/83-$77000
2/12/83-$55000
7/12/83-$80000
9/12-83-$80000
9/12/83-$74000
16/12/83-$78500
21/12/83-$95000
21/12/83-$76000
23/12/83-$47000
23/12/83-$68500

IAgents
Legal
Fees

10% p.a.
Return
on Owners
Equity

Vaiue
Owners
Improvements
and Chattels

Nett·
Gain +
Loss -

Penalty
Effect I
Gain +
Loss ..:.

$2300
$2800
$3704
$3500
$3400
$3050
$3700
$3430
N/A
$3000

$1500
$750
$33-90
$318
$326
$612
$1600
$2125
N/A
$400

$6000
Nil
$1000
$18350
$1000.
$24200
$25000
$4000
N/A
$4000

$2200 +
Break even
$3094 $5868 $4024 +
$1538 +
$1300 $7945 +
$1000 +
$1400 -

$2800
$5607
$3660
$9138
$2314
$5405
$2475
$2350
$6169
$3815

LOANS EXEMPTED FROM PENALTY INTEREST FOR PERIOD 1 JANUARY TO 31 JANUARY 1984
fustification for exemption is highlighted
Nil
$360
'$15140 + 1~13423
awkes
/vlanguri
/23/12/82-$72000/5/ 1/84-$87500 J Nil

-

Reason for Sale

iMedica1
~ransferred

to NSW
Finance difficulty
lMedica1
!Marital
fRet ired from job
Financial
lMedica1
Deceased estate
Finance difficulty

G
.-1
+ lRepurchased by NTHC

Penalty interest was charged on the following:
zamka

Sold:

5/1/84

Penalty:

$8648

l

LOANS EXEMPTED FROM PENALTY INTEREST FOR PERIOD 1 FEBRUARY TO·29 FEBRUARY 1984
IJustification for exemption is highlighted
0'Te11
Smi th
cLough1in
artwigson

1

1/ 2/82-$62550 8/ 2/84-$72500
Malak
Stuart Park 1/ 3/81-$50000 8/ 2/84-$52000
Hm-Jard Sgs 1/ 3/82-$56480 14/ 2/84-$59000.
1/ 3/81-$62000 17/ 2/84-$84000
A1awa

$3500
$2730
$3130
$3495

Leanyer

I 1/ 4/81-$53460114/ 2/84-$900001 $4000

$5000
Nil
Nil
$17670

$600
$300
$1496
$4200

The waiver of penalty interest was granted in writing to the following
(Minister No. 578):

5 IIKorst
H

Date I
I Location I
Purchase Price

1983

DECE~mER

$4380

pri~r

$850
$1030
$2106
$3365

+
-

$6472 -IFinan"al difficult.
$8188 - Employment transfer
$6565 - Bankruptcy
14562 -IMedica1 reasons

to the approval of new .guidelines

2nd;mortgage
$17000
Improvements
$15000

$3840 -

1$11860 - IMedica1 reason
N.B. 3 year period
expires April 1984

BORROWERS SEEKING EXEMPTION OF PENALTY INTEREST

A/C No.

Date Purchase Price.

Location

Date Sale Price

I

10% p.a.
Value
Agents Return
Owners
Nett.
Legal pn Owners Improvements Gain +
Fees
Equity and Chattels Loss -

I

H70Q544l991A/Springs I 1/ 6/82-$51 000 ~ Anticipated
1$3240
arch/April 1984
$68 000
l520L6l489lNightcliffl28/ 5/81-$65 0001 5/ 2/83-$66 0001$3145
2596220599 A/Springs
1/11/82-$52 000
-$58 000
-

$500

$12 633

$4650

$5000

'I

Penalty
Effect
Gain +
Loss -

$427 + I

Reason for Sale

$4925 -IEmployment transfer

fll 795-1$17 962
$6000 +
-

-I

Employment transfer
Bankruptcy

Borrower declared bankrupt on 26 September 1983. Official Receiver as the registered proprietor arranged sale of the
property. Any proceeds from sale are to be distributed to creditors who agreed to sale price. ,There will be no profit to
borrower.
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ll 900 +
N(OV. 82 - $$60. 100/March 84-$ 72 Ooof
Bankruptcy
Land
10 100
(Const.. $50 000) .
Borrower declared bankrupt on 19 September 1983. The Official Receiver as the registered proprietor has sold the property.
Proceeds from the sale are to be distributed to creditors who have agreed to the sale price. The borrower will not receive
any cash in hand.
The Commission under 'previous arrangements had advised the Official Receiver in writing that no penalty interest would be
charged.
2656H163091Millner

M57HDI0029/Stuart prkl13/l0/82-$60 000/

Not known
$60 000

$400

I

$400

Nil

$800

-I

further / See below
loss .

1. Purchased property with the intention of permanent residency.

2; Subsequently married a Swedish person who is committed to remain in Sweden for the next two years.
3. Was advised in July 1983 that penalty interest not normally charged when profit not made on sale and also that NTHC would
not repurchase dwelling.
4. Since July 1983 property has been let for a period of three months only - payments being met by immediate family in
Darwin.
5. Limited interest shown by prospective purchasers.

However an offer has been made at $60 000

N

-<t
.-l

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE - ANSWERS RECEIVED

1. Loan Account

"Date Purchased

C55FDJ0089 - C.S.S. Chew

10 August 1982

Location
Unit 8/1874
Westralia Street
Stuart Park

Reason for Sale
The borrower has since married and has one child and considers the unit
is not appropriate living conditions to raise a family. The borrower
has occupied the unit since December 1981.
lvaiver of penalty interest was
to 8 March 1984.

gran~ed

2. Loan Account
D53MDXOl09 - P.G. Dawson

under approved procedures prior

Date Purchased

Location

January 1982

Unit 10/4902
Railway Street
Parap

Reason for Sale
The borrower has now married and has a child of 13 months. Does not
believe the unit is a proper environment to ,raise a child. The unit
has living area downstairs and sleeping area upstairs. The borrower's
wife is receiving continuous medical treatment for back problems ~hich
occurred from a fall down the stairs whilst pregnant.
3. Loan Account
1685U53589 - M.J •. SANGHA '

Date Purchased

Location

November 1981

Lot 5358
Mulla Mlilla Circuit
Karama

Reason for Sale
The borrower has separated from husband and the matrimonial home has to
be sold. The borrower has custody of, the child and seeks security by
transferring loan to another property.
4. Loan Account
1961U53l49 - C.M. & A.M. BAIN

Date Purchased

Location

May 1982

70 Applegum Drive
Karama

Reason for Sale
Matrimonial home to be sold, borrower separated from husband and has
custody of their 2-year-old child. Wishes to transfer to another
property to ensure security for herself and child.
5. Loan Account
2279709299

~

Date Purchased
G. & C. Washington

July 1982

Location
,Lot 929
Heron Crescent
Katherine

Reason for Sale
Health reasons. Doctor's letter confirming borrower's general health
is suffering due to the intolerance of. the noise of his surrounding
neighbours.
'
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6. Loan Account
2755L052A9 - W.B. Smith

Date Purchased

Location

December 1982

Unit 8/63
Aralia Street
Nightcliff

Reason for Sale
Only option to move residence - There have been several incidents
whereby the borrower's life and that of his fiance have been threatened
by the neighbours. The police have been called on 3 occasions and
prevented ugly scenes from bE?coming violent. However, the police
advise they cannot assist unless someone is actually injured. The
borrower works at the casino at night and his fiance is virtually ~
,prisoner in her own home. Borrower approached the Commission through
the Member for Nightc1iff, Mr Steve Hatton.
Bradshaw Primary School - Enrolments in High Schools
24

Mr BELL to MINISTER for EDUCATION
How many students from Grade 7 at Bradshaw Primary School in (i) 1981,
(ii) 1982, and (iii) 1983 enrolled in (a) Alice Springs High School, and
(b) Sadadeen High School for the (i) 1982, (ii) 1983, and (iii) 1984
school years?
'

ANSWER
(a) The number of former Year 7 Bradshaw Primary students enrolled at
Alice Springs High School were (i) 1981, 45; (ii) 1982, 36; and
(iii) 1983, 58 •.
(b) The'number of former Year 7 Bradshaw Primary students enrolled at
Sadadeen High School were (i) 1982, 17; (ii) 1983, 30; and
(iii) 1984, 30.
Larrakeyah Primary and Pre-school ~'Re10cation
29

Mr EDE to HINISTER ;for EDUCATION
Ho\v much is the modification a.t the old hospital to cater for the relocation of Larrakeyah Primary and Pre-school to cost the government?

ANSWER
It is estimated that the cost will. be in the order of $34 000.
Yuendumu - Aboriginal Teacher Aides and Literacy Workers
30

Hr EDE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
1. Is it true there were 12 Aboriginal teacqer aide positions and 1
literacy worker at Yuendumu in 1975 and in 1984 there are only 5
Aboriginal teacher aide positions and 2 literacy workers?
2. If so, why?

ANSWER
The staffing records for 1975 are retained by Commonwealth Archives on
. behalf of the Commonwealth Department of Education and Youth Affairs and
are not readily accessible to the NT Department of Education,'but the
earliest records held within the NT Department of Education indicate that
there were 9 Aboriginal para-professional staff employed at Yuendumu in
1976.
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The Gurrent Abarigina1 para-prafessiona1 staffing at the schaal is:
1
2
5
1

x A1 full-time literacy warker
x A1 half-time literacy warkers
x Assistant Teachers
x Schaal Assistant Grade 2 Adult Education.

This is equivalent to. 8 full-time positians.
In additian,there is a Schaal A.ssistant Grade 3 pasitian which could be
filled by an Abarigina1 if a suitably trained applicant were.avai1ab1e.
Natwithstanding the level af Abarigina1 staffing at the schaal, it shauld
be nated that student enra1ments.have fallen fram 244 in mid-1976 to. 206
in June 1984.
I t shau1d be nated that the staff referred to. abave is in additian to.

the 12 qualified teachers appainted to. Yuendumu schaal.
Manitaring af Leprasy Cases
31

Mr EDE to. MINISTER far IIEALTH, YOUTH, SPORT, RECREATION and ETHNIC AFFAIRS
What s·pecia1 surveillance pragrams have been undertaken to. manitar the
cases af ·leprasy in the Pintubi Abarigina1s an the Western Australian
barder?

ANSWER
Arrangements are currently in hand far Dr A. Dyrting, together with
Mr Billy Watsan, Aboriginal Health Warker at Lajamanu, and Dr Kerry Kirke,
Regiana1 Directar, Alice Springs and Barkly Regian, to. visit the Pintubi
Abarigina1 cammunity at Kintare in the near future, t9 assist in surveys
af bath 1eprasy and venereal diseases.
App1icatian far this visit has been made to. the Kintare cammunity by the
Regiana1 Directar. Until' such time as appraval is received fram the
cammunity,
firm date far the visit cannat be given. The intentian is
that medical and health worker staff emp1ayed by the independent Pint;ubi
Hame1ands Health Service be assisted with training and advice to. enable
surveillance pragrams to. be carried aut independently by the health service
in future.

a

App1icatians far Perpetual Pastara1 Leases
33

Mr BELL to. MINISTER far LANDS
1. Haw many app1icatians far perpetual pastara1 leases have been received
as af 30 May 1984?
2. Haw many such leases (a) have been granted, (b) refused,and (c) are
under cansideratian?
3. To. which stations have a perpetual pastaral lease been granted?

ANSWER
Twenty-five app1icatians far perpetual pastaral leases have been received
as af 30 May 1984.
Ten app1icatians have been granted, 0 refused and.4 are under cansideratian. Anather 5. have been referred to. the Land Baard but are yet to. be
cansidered while a further 6 are,waiting an advice fram interested
departments befare being referred to. the Land Baard.
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Perpetual pastoral leases have been granted to the following stations:
Tarlton Downs, Orange Creek, Marqua, Yambah, Alexandria, East Ranken,
West Ranken, Soudan, Add~r Block and Lucy Creek.
Staff Establishment - Alice Springs Hospital
34

Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH, YOUTH, SPORT, RECREATION and ETHNIC AFFAIRS
What (a) were. the establishment figures at Alice Springs Hospital on the
day level as at (i) June 1982, (ii) June 1983, and (iii) June 1984;
and (b) the actual staff numbers at those dates?

ANSWER
(b) Staff Numbers
June 1982 - 473
(i)
(ii) June 1983 - 499
(iii) June 1984 - 491

(a) Establishment
June 1982 - 521
(i)
(ii) June 1983 - 519
(iii) June 1984 - 519

Contracts on Deferred Financing Basis
35

Mr SMITH to TREASURER
1. How many contracts were let on a deferred financing basis in the 1983-84

financial year, and what was the total value of these contracts?
2. What is the extent of repayments entered into as a result of these
contracts in. (a) 1984-85, (b) 1986-85, (c) 1986-87, (d) 1987-88, and
(e) after 1988?
ANSWER
1. There were 3 projects financed on a deferred financing basis in the

1983-84 financial year. The value of each financing facility for the
various projects was as follows:
Sanderson High School
- $10
million
Tennant Creek High School
- $ 3.9 million
Lower Court / Registrar-General' s Building - $12.5 million'
The total value of all deferred financing facilities was therefore
$ 26.4. million.
2. Under the 3 agreements negotiateq, the Territory has the option to
repay each facility either in 3 equal instalments after project completion or on a lump sum basis 3 years after project completion.
Assumi1;lg that the faciiities are repaid on an instalment basis, the
leve1'of principal repayments in each year would be:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

1984-85
1985-86
1986-87
1987-88
After 1988

-

Nil
$4.6
$8.8
$8.8
$4.2

million
million
million
million

Interest payments will be dependant upon market rates of interest over
the next few years.
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University Planning Authority
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
In light of the Tertiary Education Commission's recommendations that the
University Planning Authority is an inappropriate structure to plan a
university, does the government intend to restructure this unit?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the recommendations in the CTEC reports, whilst they~did not
provide funding for the establishment of a university in the Northern Territory,
gave some very clear indications as to what we were on about. Whilst CTEC does
not recommend any funding for a~university in the Northern Territory during the
1985-87 triennium, its recommendations do contain much that is encouraging for
the project. Most significantly, the universities council of CTEC is willing to
assist with the examination of possible approaches to developing a proposal
regarding a university college if the Northern Territory government wishes to
develop such a proposal.
I have made it quite clear that we are interested in developing such a
proposal. This question gives me an opportunity to expand a little on the
proposal for the est~blishment of a university college in the Northern
Territory. AsI have mentioned in the past, we have been looking towards a
well-established university setting up a university college in the Northern
Territory. To this end, a number of cont~cts have been made with universities
throughout Australia. In fact, the Senate of the University of Queensland has
authorised its Vice-Chancellor, Professor Brian Wilson, to discuss possible
arrangements with the Northern Territory. The University Planning Authority has
an important role to play in that respect. Professor Wilson has also agreed to
become a member of the 'University Planning Authority's advisory committee. We
are also having discussions at present with the University of Adelaide, the
James Cook University, the ANU and the University of Sydney. As members would
be aware, we have already had a link with the University of Sydney in relation
to post-graduate studies at the MenzieS School of Health Research. Last Sunday,
the Vice-Chancellor of the Sydney University, Porfessor Ward, the Vice-Chancellor
of the Queensland University, Professor Brian Wilson, and Professor Ken Back
from the James Cook University, were in Darwin. We were discussing issues in
relation to the establishment of a university college in the Territory.
Mr Speaker, I want to make it quite clear that the Northern Territory
government does not envisage ·the Darwin Community College being linked to the
university. The Darwin Community College plays a very important part in our
community. It Serves a purpose and we hope that it will continue to meet the
requirements of our community. The main thing that we are looking'at with the
establishment of a university college, and the eventual university, is that the
standards are kept high. In order to do this, we must break 'completely from the
Darwin Community college. I must also say that we do not want to have or be
seen to have a second-rate university. That is something that this government
will be fighting against.
Whilst negotiations are still at an early stage, I really do not see the
point in the opposition's question. We are actively pursuing a course leading
to the establishment of a universitY in the Territory. Senator Ryan has agreed
verbally with me that the approach should be one of establishing a university
college in the first instance. That is what we intend doing. At t~is
particular point in time, the University Planning Authority has a very important'
role to play in our future deliberations.
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Dialysis Unit for Alice Springs Hospital
Mr VALE to MINISTER for HEALTH
Has his department any proposal to establish a dialysis unit in the Alice
- Springs Hospital?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the matter of renal dialysis at Alice Springs has been under
consideration by the department for some time. The provision: of such a service
for people with renal failure has been complicated by the fact that, whilst
purchase of the necessary equipment is easy enough,trainingpeople to use it is
not. Of course, the other problem the Department of Health has in making its
decision regarding renal dialysis machines is where they could be. located. The
pnly information I can give the honourable member is that the matter has the
department's full attention and, hopefully, in the very near future, I will be
able ·to provide him with more information.
Review of Department of Community Development
Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Will he table during this sittings the report of the review team which has
recently completed a far-reaching organisational review of his department]
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I cannot see any problems whatsoever in tabling the report. '1
will be quite pleased to do so.
Mosquito Breeding Control for Alice Springs
Mr HANRAHAN to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
Is the Conservation Commission planning to cease its control of mosquito
breeding, particularly in the Ilpapa Swamp area near Alice Springs and, if so,
what alternatives for mosquito control are planned?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, for several years, the Conservation Commission has carried out
adult mosquito control operations around Alice Springs by fogging with an
insecticide. This was a function inherited from the local government section of
the old'Commonwealth administration •. The cOlmnission has never been involved in
the control of mosquito larvae around Alice Springs. This work has been carried
out largely by the Alice Springs Town Council. Control' of mosquitoes is not an
approved function of the Conservation Commission. The function was transferred
to the Department of Health in Darwi!l in 1982. The Conservation Commission has
advised the Department of Health in Alice Springs that the commission will not
be performing this work beyond 1984. This should give the Department of Health
adequate time in which to make alternative arrangements. At that time, the
Conservation Commission will transfer to the Department of Health all equipment
that has been used for this fogging around Alice Springs, including a
specially-adapted vehicle.
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Local Government for Small Towns
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
What plans does the Department of Community Development have for the
implementation of local government in the smaller town centres of the Northern
Territory? I refer mainly to those small towns along the highway in my
electorate.
ANSWER
The honourable member for Victoria River has asked an interesting question
in regard to what is occurring in the smaller towns along the Stuart Highway.
Under part XX of the Local Government Act, there is provision for community
government councils to be formed. The Mataranka community has made an approach.
I have spoken to the people down there and they are well 'on the way to forming
the community council under part XX of the Local Government Act. As a result of
the Mataranka community's enthusiasm towards what it sees as a large number of
benefits for its residents, a number of other communities on the Stuart Highway
have expressed interest in developing community government councils in thEdr
regions. The town of Pine Creek has expressed 'great interest in the scheme as
has the town of Elliott. In response to that interest, members of my department
will be conducting meetings with the communities to explain the concept of '
community government councils and, hopefully, we will be well on the way to
providing some form of local government which is appropriate to ,the size and
needs of those particular communities.
Women's Shop front Information Services
Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
I draw his attention to the government announcement of 18 June which said
that a women's shop front information service would be opened in the near future.
When will that information service commence operation?
ANSWER'
Mr Speaker, the question of women's shop front information services was
considered by Cabinet approximately 2 months ago and formal approval was given
to the establishment of shop front information services. Responsibility then
devolved from myself, as minister responsible for the policy, to the Minister
for Community Development whose department is responsible for the actual
establishment of the shop front information services. I believe that
considerable work has been done. I am not fully aware or the current 'status.
Perhaps the honourable member would prefer that the honourable Minister for
Co~nunity Development provide him with a briefing later today.
Electricity Generation in Rural Area
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Given that residents in the urban areas have had to pay for all extensions
of services to their allotments, including power, with the purchase price of
their land, on what basis does the government intend td charge landholders in
the Darwin rural area for electricity extensions?
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ANSWER
I am happy to take a couple af moments of the Assembly's time to address
the issue of the provision of power to rural areas surrounding Darwin; It is
quite a simple matter but it has been blown out of all proportion in ,recent days
by people who, I believe, would prefer to have the,power connected for nothing,
and at the expense of everyone else in the cowmunity. As my honourable
colleague said, there is no doubt that the people who have already paid $25 000
or $50 000 for a block of land to build a house on, and that block included the
cost of the provision of power, water, sewerage and other services, are not
terribly impressed about the prospect of people, who seek an alternative
lifestyle by getting away from it all, being provided with power at government
cost and, to wit, at cost to the rest of the consumers in the Northern
Territory.
In 1978, the government introduced a very successful rural electrification
scheme. It has been going for 5 years. It has connected 80% of the people in
the rural area. In the middle of last year, the stage was reached where the
scheme could no longer be implemented because of the very long runs of power and
the very sparse population to be served in the rural area. NTEC stopped work
because .it did not have the money to provide the power for nothing. There were,
not enough consumers and money between them in the area to justify the extensive
connections, and there we lapsed.
Late last year, the government received a letter from an action group in
Darwin River Dam area, led by Frank O'Brien. Its plea was for the rural
electrification program to be continued and to complete the rest of the rural
area. ,That would not bean unreasonable proposition if everybody joined the
scheme. The dilemma was that there we~e not enough people in it and those who
were involved were not prepared to pay the shared cost of connection. In
Mr O'Brien's plea, he made a very valid point that certainly touched me. It
affects the hip-pocket nerve of most people in the a~ea. I thtnk it is a very
relevant argument. I will just read the paragraph concerning it. Mr O'Brien
,says, under the heading 'generators': 'It now costs $96.10 for a drum of fuel;
$42.22 for 20L of oil and about $6000 for a generator. The average cost of
generating power for our basic needs' - and he stresses 'basic' - 'is in the
region of $45 a,week. Allowing for repairs and replacement costs of the
generator itself, the cost rises to about $68 a week or over $3500 per year for
ele~tricity'.

The point that is relevant is that this is not 24-hour-a-day, 7-day-a-week
Somebody starts the generator and it runs for, whatever period it
is needed. That is not a terribly convenient way to live but, regrettably, many
people live that way. It seemed to me that, if we have 300 to 400 people in the
rural area spending, say, $3000 a year for home electricity, and that was likely
to go on for some time unless the nexus could be broken by providing a new
scheme, then we really were not doing ourselves a great favour. We are all
working for the oil companies and that seems to be a pretty futile exercise. As
a result of the personal representations from Mr O'Brien and his group, I asked
that a program be prepared that would accommodate 3 important points: that we
provide power as sOQn as' possible to the people in the area; that the program
enable most people to meet the repayments of their commitment over a period ,of
time should that be their desire; and that the program enable NTEC to recoup its
money.
e~ectricity.

Mr Speaker, for NTEC to be the principal in the scheme instead of all the
consumers coming together, it would need to borrow the money. It cannot borrow
the money on the premise that there are 400 blocks today and there might be 500
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tomorrow and 2000 in the year 1990. ,On the other hand, there might be only 400
blocks in the year 2000. It needs to be reasonably assured that it will recoup
the money borrowed. A program was worked out on that basis. We identified
about 430 consumers who would benefit from reticulation in the rural area. That
took into account the possibility that some people may subdivide and provide us
with a few new connections in the period ahead. It also accounted for an
approximate cost of $2.1m to put the power on. Over a period, NTEC could
justifiably recoup that. It also gives us an opportunity to spread the load
evenly amongst the consumers. In a system of direct cost per customer, those
living close to the source will receive it for $1500 and others further away
will be paying $15 000. In the end, no one will want to join .because of the
inequity of the scheme.
We have put forward a very simple scheme. We estimated that, over a
period, there are about 400 to 500 people in the rural area who would apply for
a connection. A cost of $5000 per block is to be apportioned evenly amongst
them so that NTEC can get on with the work with the objective of completing the
job by June 1987. T~e consumer will have to agree - and it is not compulsory to pay the $5000 for the 'cost of connection. As an incentive, if a consumer
gives us a cheque for $5000 which will enable us to proceed, we will give him a
5% discount. If he is paying $40 to $50 per week for power now, we will give
him an interest-free loan of the same order for 2 years. If he is in dire
circumstances and cannot meet that commitment, we.are prepared to give him a
10% interest-rate loan over a period of 10 years or more, if necessary, so' that
he can meet the repayment of the $5000 on reasonable terms.
This proposed scheme brought a reaction in the community. I cite
Mr O'Brien as one who came down out of his tree on a vine on the premise that it
was totally unreasonable that people be asked to pay $5000 for the power and
they should be able to receive it for nothing. We cannot accept the premise
that people should receive it for nothing. We could not bring the cost much
below $5000 even if we tinkered very carefully with it. While We are able to
ask people to suggest an alternative system of payment to cover the $5000, we
cannot avoid the $5000 payments.
On 2 occasions,. I have invited groups from the rural area to give us a
written submission on-how the repayment of the money ~ight be tailored to meet
their need.s. To this date, I have not received a reply and I, hope one will be
forthcoming. Mr Speaker, I would say to all the people in the rural area that
the government and officers 'of NTEC have spent some 3 to 4 months examining
every rural electrification system we could find. We believe we have come up
with what is a very generous proposal to help people to get power - people who
are currently paying $40 to $50 a week for it and who, under the pre-June
scheme, would not have obtained power at all during their lifetimes. We believe
we have given them avery ,generous opportunity to come into the scheme.
Mr Speaker, as a result of a letter I sent out and a form that people could
send in to NTEC to indicate their interest in the program, last night Mr O'Brien
went on radio and said: 'Do not send in your form. Cabinet will change its mind;
so hang on'. All I say to these people is that there is not much chance of
Cabinet changing its mind because money is money. Unless somebody makes us a
donation that enables us to do it for nothing, then it must be pa{d for. I
would encourage rural people to fill in their forms to join the scheme or put
forward an alternative proposal for the payment of the money i f they think they
have one that is better than the one that has been offered and to be assured
that the government is very keen to free them from the oil costs they are
bearing at the moment and which are totally unreasonable.
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Nabalco Licence to Sell Electricity
Mr LEO to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Does Nabalco Pty Ltd have a licence to sell electricity as required under
the Electricity Commission Act?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will give that information to the honourable member later
today.
Preferential System for Local Contractors
Mr VALE to CHIEF MINISTER
In view of the fact that the recent Australian Labor Party conference in
Canberra successfully moved to prohibit state and territory governments from
being able to award contracts on a preferential system to local contractors, can
he advise what effect he believes this will have on Territory contractors?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, basically,the Territory government's policy is that the free
operation of competition is the best possible thing that can assist private
enterprise. What private enterprise·needs for survival and growth is a sound
and prosperous economy. However, in view of the particular situation of the
Northern Territory at self-government, when our industries were in their
infancy, the Territory government decided to set in place a system of moderate
protection for local industry through the government tender system. As I recall
it, the system was that locally-based tenderers would receive, as it were,a
tariff protection of 5% against people bidding from outside the Territory. I
might say that this system.has needed to be utilised on only a handful of
occasions in the last 6 years. By and large, Territory business, and
particularly the construction industry, is able to compete against people
tendering from outside. So it should be because industry that is established in
the Territory has the advantage of an existing workforce, premises, local
knowledge and all the rest of it.
The Territory government announced earlier this year that it would be
maintainirlg this system of limited support for Territory industry until such
time as Territory industry gained its own feet to a stage where that system of
support could be withdr~wn. I understand that a policy has been introduced and
implemented by the ALP National Conference. I do not really see how it relates
to the situation of the Territory. It is a decision that has to be made up here
by the Territory government. A federal government of any persuasion quite
rightly does not have preferential systems between the states because it is,
after all, the Australian government. As I understand it, the ALP policy is
binding on the federal government. If it were binding,for instance, on the
Western Australian government, that government would have to dismantle a
considerable protection edifice that has been built up in Western Australia over
the years and which, as I understand it, currently is precluding the sale of
Territory bricks to allow cheaper construction in.Kununurra. I understand it is
also hindering the sale of Territory bricks from Northbrick. It was mentioned
in the Assembly last year that these clay bricks would be exported to the south.
I understand that Western Australian protection arrangements are inhibiting the
sale of clay bricks from Darwin to the Argyle diamond project.
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The Territory position is that it has a moderat.e system of assistance
believing that the Territory's economy is in its infancy and that locai
businesses deserve some support. However, we cert·ainly do not intend to go to
the extent of governments such as Western Australia and Queensland which
virtually attempt to lock out all outside competition. That can only be
unhealthy and contrary to the taxpayers' interests and to Australia's federal
philosophy. As far as we are concerned, the Labor Party policy passed in
Canberra recently has absolutely no relevance to the Northern Territory
situation.
Bulk Oil Storage Depot in McMinn Street
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
Does the government intend to take compulsory acquisition action to gain
control over land currently used for oil storage off McMinn Street?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the government has written to the oil companies on a number of
occasions in the past couple of years. We have indicated to them that we
believe that the future of the existing b~lk oil storage depot in Darwin ha~ a
limited useful life and that the advent of the Channel Island Power-station and
the opening up of additional land for potentially hazardous industries in that
area means that we should sit down and talk about relocating the oil storage
tanks. We have told them that we would see a start·to moving such fuel depots
as about 1988. Being a very big job, we would envisage the completion of such
a move in 1995. The fuel companies·have met with government officers a number
of times to talk about the government's view that the fuel tank farm in Danlin
does have a limited life. We have not as yet spoken about acquiring the assets
of the companies. We have not discussed the strategie~of the move. Such
strategies could include a whole range of things, incl~ding the government
purchasing the land and existing facilities and leasing it back to them or the
·fuel companies retaining the land which could be rezoned and subdivided after
they have vacated the site. At the present time, they own the land under
freehold tenure. The whole strategy of moving the fuel storage farm is the
subject of discussion between officers of the government and representatives of
the various fuel companies involved. I expect it will not be resolved in the
short term.
Northern Territory Development Corporation Employment
Mr HATTON to CHIEF MINISTER
In June this year, there was an announcement that the staff ·of the Northern
Territory Development.Corporation would be offered direct employment by that
corporation. Can he advise us of the circumstances of that change, what offers
have been made to the staff and what has been the reaction of the staff to that
move?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it is correct that not only the Chairman ·of the Northern
Territory Development Corporation but the Chairman of the Tourist Commission
made representations to me, as the responsible minister, and presumably with the
approval of their boards, that, in view of the commercial climate in which both
organisations operate, it was desirable that they be taken outside the
provisons of the Public Service Act and their employees, so far as possible, be
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hired on similar conditions to those prevailing in the commercial world. One
can understand the reasons for that because, with the Tourist Commission for
instance, many of its employees are hired in the south where the tourist bureaus
are located. Of course, one may think that many of these people have never seen
the Northern Territory. That is quite incorrect. They are brought to the
Territory for regular work experience, as it were. They go round the Territory
and visit the different resorts so that they know what they are talking about.
However, they do not actu·ally have links with the Territory. In the tourist
industry, staff turnover seems to be high. Often, people do not stick in the
jobs terribly long and they seem to move from agency to agency. Thus, there is
certainly a good deal of rationale behind the proposal, especially from the
point of view of the Tourist Commission. It was felt that, by taking the
Northern Territory Development Corporation outside the provisions of the Public
Service Act, .it would enhance the morale of the staff of that organisation,
being dedicated as .they are to the development of the Territory's economy and
believing that they are specialists in the field.
Mr Speaker, with Cabinet's approval, the decision was taken and the Public
Service Commissioner was asked to advise on steps that should be taken to
implement the decision. As I understand it, the situation is that there are 3
basic options of which staff can avail themselves. Firstly, they can resign
from the public service and take up a completely new contract with the Northern
Territory Development Corporation. Of course, that would be negotiated by them
with the corporation, presumably, before they resign from the public service.
The second option is that they can take leave of absence· from the public service
and remain with the NTDC .for 2 years. I believe 2 years is the maximum period
for which they can gain leave of .absence and I assume a 2-year period will
enable them to see how they like operating outside the public service. They
will still retain their option to take up a position somewhere else in the
public service. The third option is, of course, for them to apply for a
transfer to another position within the Northern Territory Public Service as
positions become available. I do not expect any redundancies to arise out of
these moves. Certainly, it is not the government's intention nor the Public
Service Commissioner's intention to harm the prospects of these people at all.
I understand they will be covered by provisions in relation to superannuation
and so on. Of cour~e, those people who avail themselves of the option of
remaining in the public service will have absolutely no interruption of their
public service superannuation cover etc.
Although there have been occasions when the matter has been raised in the
press, neither of the chairmen of these organisations has brought to my
attention any particular problems being· encountered with staff: I believe that
consultation on the ground has been thorough and that, indeed, this move
~riginated really as a groundswell from the s,taff within the org~nisations. To
date, the moves have been reasonably successful and I would hope that they will
lead to·increased efficiency, impro.ved performance and better morale.
Casinos in the NT
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
In view of the fact that casinos have been used for the laundering of money
from criminal activities - particularly drug-related activities - outside the
national boundaries of the operations themselves, and in view of the concerns
raised by the former Premier of Tasmania, who negotiated Australia's first
casino agreements, that Australian casinos should be operated only by
Australians, could he advise what action has been taken by the government to
establish the credentials of any overseas interests ~nvolved in any future
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operations of any Northern Territory casinos, particularly those that will be
involved in a management capacity?
'
ANSWER
It is difficult for me to comprehend how massive amounts of money can be
moved into Australia for this laundering operation without attracting the
attentions of the authorities. However, just assuming that that is so, let me
say that, before the Northern Territory government sat down seriously to
negotiate with the proposed new operators of the casino, it sent overseas a very
senior and experienced officer of the Northern Territory Police Force to carry
out thorough investigations on the ground in consultation with the local law
enforcement agencies and with the gaming authorities in the areas concerned. Of
course, the areas c,oncerned are New Jersey in the United States of America and
London in the United Kingdom.
This police officer was away from the Territory carrying out these
investigations for a period of approximately 3 to 4 weeks. During that time,I
understand, liaison was established with .the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
Liaison was also established with the New Jersey gaming authority, the title of
which I cannot specifically remember. I understand from what has been reported
to me 'that the New Jersey gaming authority exceeds ,in toughness virtually
anything that has ever been conceived in Australia and that the very taint of
contact with organised crime is sufficient to call into question anyone's
licence in New Jersey. In Atlantic City, where casinos are permitted in New
Jersey, there are approximately 12 casinos as, against Las Vegas where there are
something in the order of 60 or more casinos. We are not dealing with Las
Vegas. Our people have no connection with Nevada. The casino industry in
Nevada has gone through difficult phases. I believe that, at the present time,
if i t is not cleaned up, it is icertainly being cleaned up.
.
The New Jersey gaming operations started relatively recently. I am sure
that honourable members will recall reading about the decision to establish
casinos in Atlantic City only in the last 5 years or so. I can remember reading
about it in international news magazines and so on. They have been set up under
very strict rules and regulations. I think I can say that, if these people have
a licence .to operate a casino in Atlantic City, then there is virtually no
question that they would be acceptable to the Australian authorities.
Nonetheless, our man carried out thorough investigations using all the sources
that he possibly could. As far as we are concerned, and on the information
available to us, they have a clean bill of health. In this instance, I am
referring to Prat.ts who operate The Sands in New Jersey.
In relation 'to Aspinalls of the United Kingdom, John Aspinall was virtually
responsible for the establishment of legal casinos in the United Kingdom. I
cannot vouch for the specific accuracy of the figures that I am going to give
but I think he has held 3 different casino licences in the United Kingdom. He
more or less started a casino, then~61d out, started, sold out and so on. He
is just a shareholder of Aspinalls UK Ltd which is now a listed public company
in the United Kingdom and is subject to the listing requirements there which are
pretty strict on the LSC. But Aspinall's interest is really in building up zoos
of wild animals rather than gaming. He runs the casino to enable himself to
have sufficient funds to maintain the 2 or 3 zoos that he keeps in England. I,
think they are in the south-east at various country seats that he owns.
Apparently, he is the illegitimate son of some member of the aristocracy.
Mr Speaker, aside from that, the UK regulatory authorities are pretty
tough. I think most of us would recall that the UK authorities stripped - that
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is not the best word to use - the licence off "the Playboy Club. The UK
regulatory authorities are very strict and they have taken licences away not
just from the Playboy Club but from other clubs that they believe have not met
their very high standards.
I tried to find out how gaming operates in London by visiting about 3
aifferent casinos every night for the 5 days I was there. The casinos are
relatively small and they generally operate, as many things" do in London, in old
converted houses which are done up very elegantly. They might have as few as 3
relatively small gaming rooms. Some of them have upwards of a dozen. The whole
idea in London seems to "be to deter members of the public from using them. You
have to be a member of the club unless someone arranges to sign you in as a
guest. The general idea does not seem to be to make casinos flourish.
I sought information on Apinsalls from independent sources rather than
being prepared to accept what he said. He runs a" place in Curzon Street which
is regarded as the premier gaming establishment, not just in London but in the
United Kingdom and perhaps the world, for serious gamblers who tend to regard
places like Las Vegas as kids"' stuff. All I can say is that we have done our
homework about these o,perators. We have steered clear of Las Vegas where some
smells come from. I am not saying by any means that the majority of operators
in Las Vegas are not thoroughly above board and bona fide. In Las Vegas, they
are operating about 60 casinos on the same revenue base as 12 casinos are being
operated in Atlantic City. The difference is that Las Vegas is out in the
middle of the desert and you virtually have to fly in. Atlantic City is right
on the east coast within 2 hours drive of New York, an hour and a half from
Washington and with Philadelphia just down the freeway. Las Vegas/operations,
which are certainly very spectacular, must be extremely efficient for 60 or so
casinos to subsist on virtually the same revenue base as the 12 or so casinos"
that operate in Atlantic City. Licences in Atlantic City, which originally were
not held in terribly high regard, are now most prized.
Mr Speaker, with the 2 operators, we will have a combination of American
experience, which is called in the game 'supermarket stuff' where you have a
large volume of people, and Aspinalls which attracts the creme de lacreme of
the gambling world. I welcome any further investigations by federal authorities
or others of Aspinalls and of Pratts. I am sure both these orga~isations
would be quite prepared to stand up to any investigation that any competent
authority would like to bring forward.
Casinos in the NT
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
I assume from his last answer that what will happen with the casinos is
that Pratt will open ~he doors and Aspinalls will close the~. If the Chief
Minister is not in a position to provide a public seminar on the details of the negotiations that are being conducted by the Northern Territory in respect
of this very large proposed development for the Northern Territory, when will he
be in a position to at least provide people in the Northern Territory with a
little more information than he has provided so far?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this government intends to provide the people of the Northern
Territory with details of the entire transaction as soon as that is reasonably
possible.
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Mr B. Collins:

When will that be?

Mr EVERINGHAM: It is very difficult to say, Mr Speaker. I said originally
th?t I hoped that all negotiations would have been completed by June or July.
That certainly did not prove to be the case. Negoriations are ccntinuing and I
believe agreement in principle has been reached on most aspects. I hope that
everything will be concluded within the next 3 months. Certainly, we are just
as anxious to see it all concluded. With the agreement of the parties, I am
quite happy to table in this Assembly copies of the various documents eVidencing
the arrangements.
I can only say that, when you are trying to put together an agreement that
involves Australian companies, an English company, an American company and an'
organisation based in France responsible for the sale of the villa units that
will form at least one of the hotels, it is difficult to run to the sort of
timetable that we would expect to run to if all the parties were living in
Australia. We are certainly doing our best. There is nO,intention at all to
hide anything. It is Simply that" as I have found, one cannot say too much
about what will happen because aspects change from time to time.
Parap-Fannie Bay-Ludmilla Study
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for LANDS
Can he advise the current status of the Parap-Fannie Bay-Ludmilla study and
when it is likely to be released?
ANS~'ER

Mr Speaker, honourable members are no doubt aware that a planning study has
been under way over the area the honourable member mentioned. I understand that
a first draft of the study has been received by the Department of Lands. I have
not seen a copy and I will wait until it is more than a draft. Followtng
consideration of the draft by planners and consultants, amendments will be made
and a second draft is expected to be produced fairly shortly. Ido not have a
specific time frame on that.
Following consideration of that second draft within the department, we will
release the study to the pubiic. I will certainly ensure that the honourable
member receives a copy. We wish to ensure that int'erested persons will be able
to examine the findings of the study and make recommendations before a final
decision is taken and any necessary capital works or upgrading of services is
undertaken. Changes to traffic patterns and roads will be ,the responsibility of
Darwin City Council. Whether it will choose to implement such findings will be
entirely up to it. No doubt the council has been involved in the study and it
will certainly have every opportunity for input as the various drafts are
produced. So whilst I cannot give a specific time as to when it can be released
to the public, I will undert,ake to keep the member informed. After I see it, he
will be the first to receive a copy.
"Casinos in the NT
Mr EVERINGHAM (Chief Minister) (by leave): Mr Speaker, I would like to
supply a little additional information to the Leader of the Opposition regarding
investigations in relation to the proposed new casino operators. I omitted to
mention that the Chairman of the Racing and Gaming Commission and the senior
casino inspector also visited the gaming regulatory authorities in New Jersey
and in the United Kingdom in the last 2 months. As far as the Racing and Gaming
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_Commission is concerned, the clearances by the police of Pratt and Aspinalls
are confirmed.
Video Nasties
Mr D.W. COLLTNS to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
What action will the government undertake to oppose the introduction of
video nasties to the Territory?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, that is a different way of putting the question. I have been
informed that the revised ordinance has now been passed through the House of
Assembly of the Australian Capital Territory. It is that piece of legislation
upon which the uniform national legislation agreement is based. I have issued
instructions to the Department of Law that-it is to transfer the legislative
solutions contained in that bill to a Cabinet submission of our own. I feel
quite confident that we will be in _a position to introduce. that legislation at
the next sittings of this Assembly.
Air-conditioning of Primary Schools
Mr DALE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
In recent times, a number of primary schools have been air-conditioned.
cite as examples Karama and Leanyer. Is it proposed to air-condition all
primary schools in the future?

I

ANSWER
It is not the policy of government to air-condition primarY schools. The
question has been raised in this Assembly on another occasion by the member for
Millner. -There are some primary schools .that are being air-conditioned because
of the intolerable conditions that exist in the wet season. At present, the
situation is that the Department of Transport and Works is acquiring equipment
to test the comfort conditions at a number of schools throughout the Territory,
and I stress that that is throughout the Territory and not just in Darwin. A
number of schools are being tested at present that would prefer not to have
air-conditioning. Depending on those tests - and they will run through to the
end of the 1985 wet season- the government will further consider the situation
in relation to the provision of air-conditioners in primary schools.
Education Facilities for Katherine
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for EDUCATION
My question is asked on behalf of Mr Speaker. In view of the Commonwealth
governmertt's recent' an~ouncement that the Tindal air base will proceed,' what
steps will be taken to ensure that there are adequate education facilities for
the inevitable influx of school-aged children?
ANSWER
After hearirtgthe budget last night, I am not all that sure that we are
going to have the air base there within the period we thought we would. I would
like to say that the department has endorsed the strategy for the provision of
education facilities in the Katherine area. That strategy involves the
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provision of a new pre-school to cater for some 100 students, a new primary
school to cater for approximately 360 students and a new high school. Suitable
sites have been made available for those particular developments. ,I am sure
members of the Assembly will also be aware that, in recent times, a proposal has
been put forward for the establishment of a Catholic primary school in Katherine
using part of the high school. Whilst the government has agreed in principle to
investigate the proposal, there are a number of concerns. A block of land has
been set aside for the establishment of a Catholic primary school in Katherine.
Also, we have proposed that the old high school be used for adult education and
TAFE facilities and to provide accommodation for the regional office in
Katherine as well. There are a number of considerations that have to be taken
into account before any final decisions can be taken,but I can assure you,
Mr Speaker, that the education facilities at Katherine will be well and truly
catered for in the event that the Tindal air base does proceed.
, Aerial Medical Services in Top End
Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH
,In view of the uncertainty and concern being expressed by staff, clients
and the general public, what is the current status of aero-medical services in
the Top End, what, firm has the contract,will it be pulling out, will it be
going to tender or what?
ANSWER
The subject of the aero-medical services goes back for a number of years to
when TAA was operating the service. It lost the contract to Airlines of
Northern 'Australia. The question has been bandied around for the last 3 or 4
years. One must also remember that the service is provided not only in the
northern region of the Territory but also in the Alice Springs district where
the Royal Flying Doctor Service provides the service. In Tennant Creek, we have
2 private charter operators providing the service for the Department of Health.
In Katherine, we have another private charter operator providing the service.
In Darwin, Northern Territory Aerial Work has been doing it for the last 3 years.
Prbbablyas late as June this year, the Northern Territory government received
a letter from NTAW saying that, in view of the fact that it had:lost the air
surveillance contract from the Commonwealth, it would like to be able to assign
the aerial medical contract to Air North. That particular letter was passed to
me and I have had discussions with my colleagues. During the time that I was
overseas, a decision was taken by the government to defer any decision
regarding the reassigning of the aerial medical contract from NTAW to Air North
for the time being.
On 3 August, I received another letter from NTAW requesting the assignment
to Air North. The reason why Air North has come into the situation is that,
with NTAW winding down its operations, it was thought that it would, be in a
position to take over some of the engineering staff and pilots that NTAW would
layoff.' However, our most important consideration is the engineering
facilities because the Department of Health has its own Nomads. NTAW had Nomads
for its air surveillance contract and, consequently, was able to provide a good
engineering pool to service·both requirements - the Nomads for· air surveillance
and the Nomads for the Department of Health aerial medical contract. In
addition, NTAW had a hangar that could have been used by Air North. Of course,
the, subject of hangar space is another question. There has been a shortfall of
hangar space which will continue until such time as the Commonwealth government
makes up its mind to reconstruct a new air terminal on the northern side of the
runway. At the same time, it was going to make some hangar space available to
commercial and charter operators.
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Mr Speaker, ~n answering the honourable member's question, as far as I am
aware, the Aerial Medical Service is 'operating quite satisfactorily. I have not
had any cause for concern regarding its operation. Of course, the uncertainty
of who will operate the service is of concern to me. On the one hand, the
government wants to ensure that NTAW maintains responsibility for that contract
which has another 2 years and 1 month to run. The government is mindful of the
considerations the company has in winding down its operation but does not want
to lose avery important aviation maintenance facility. However, Air North has
said that it will employ most of the mechanical engineers involved in the
operation. It will employ most of the pilots that were in this operation and,
at the same time, there will be considerable savings for the Department of
Health.
At one time, the aerial medical contract had some 4500 operational hours
within the Northern Territory. That was reduced.when the Royal Flying Doctor
Service hours were negotiated in central Australia and the other Territory
centres such as Tennant Creek and Katherine. From memory, in 1982, the air
hours of oper.ation in the Top End were nearly 2600. Over a period of time, we
have been able to reassess it and prune the hours of operation to save money.
I understand now that the NTAW contract runs to about 900 hours out of Gove,
which is the East Arnhem region, and ,about 1400 to 1500 hours in the Darwin
region.
I have requested an opinion from the Department of Law regarding the
probability of an assignment to Air North. Once I receive that, I will
probably be in a position to take it back to Cabinet for further consideration.
At this stage, NTAW is trying to wind down its operation. In some ways, that
may be good for the Northern Territory in the long term. Most of us would
remember when Airlines of Northern Australia collapsed. There were problems
with setting up a regional airline operation. We dangled the carrot in front of
those people who were putting in submissions to run that regional airline
operation from Gove through to Ayers Rock. We said the company that was
successful would get the aerial medical contract which was quite a lucrative
contract for a charter operator which would allow it to cross-fertilise some of
the profits from a good operation into another operation which would need time
to build up. As I understand it, the new Airlines of Northern Australia
operations is successful. Originally, it promised a7-day-a-week service. Of
course, later, it changed the service but it did keep its agreement to introduce
jets .to the regional operation. With the scaling down of the operation to allow
services to be maintained at a reasonably regular rate, that service has built
up. I believe the passenger-carrying capacity has increased and it does not
really need the aerial medical contract now to cross-fertilise by way of subsidy
to its regional operation.
Mr Speaker, at the moment, I do not have any concern about the services
being provided by the operator. I really do not think that I would have that
many concerns if, eventually, the contract was assigned to Air North~ It will
only be for a 2-year period .because NTAW is quite within its rights to maintain
its contract for another 2 years and 1 month. However, when that contract
expires, it would be the intention of .the government to go to a full tender on
it. For the time being, as NTAW has sought permission from the Northern
Territory government to assign the contract to Air North, we are seriously
considering it with some reservations. I think that the Northern Territory
government must insist on the principal contractor,.Ansett or ATI, guaranteeing
the operation of Air North. Once these problems have been sorted out, I will be
in a position to notify members further.
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Water for Agricultural Development
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Can he outline any plan that the Department of Transport and Works has for
drilling programs to provide water for current and future agricultural
development in the Territory?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Department of Transport and Works has a very extensive
drilling program for this purpose. In 1983-84, a complete technical report on
ground water in the Ti Tree area was prepared for the Department of Primary
Production. The object of the report was to define areas suitable for
horticultural development. A similar study was carried out for the same
department on ground water in the Douglas-Daly area. In 1984-85, the Department;
of Transport and Works plans to evaluate ground water in the ~ine Creek-Woodgreen
area as an extension of the Ti Tree project. Also in 1984-85, the department
intends to identify and assess ground water and surface water resources for
proposed major agricultural development in the Wildman River area. This study
is to be conducted in conjunction with the Departments of Lands and Primary
Production for CSR. As I understand it, that is related to the proposed cas.hew
development. 1985-86 should see the department further investigate the ground
water hydrology in the Katherine and surrounding rural areas to provide a basis
for policy development on the town's use and for future agricultural use.
Mr Speaker, notwithstanding that. in quite recent years, we have seen a
drop off in funds a~ailable to the Northern Territory from federal sources - and
I am not singling out the present government for that - and we have maintained
and are maintaining a very extensive resource development project and drilling
program for the purposes of agriculture.
Casinos in the NT
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
In view of the fact that the NQrthern Territory government will now become
the owner of Federal Hotels' casinos for at least a short period, will he inform
the Assembly whether the proposed arrangements for the takeover of these
properties by the NTDC and Henry and Walker Pty Ltd will proceed? What will be
the relationship between that group and the NT government instead of that group
and the casinos and will that group still consist as a 49% equity of Henry and
Walker acting on its own account and 51% Northern Territory Development
Corporation?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I certainly would not like to commit myself firmly to what the
final legal arrangements will be but my understanding of the position is that
the Northern Territory will notionally become owners of the casinos for a short
period of time before they are vested in a property trust which will in fact own
and control them. I cannot be specific whether it will be some sort of lease or
management arrangement with the new operators. As I under,stand it, the period
that the Northern Territory will actually own the casinos could be limited to and certainly I would not want to say this as an absolute statement - a period
as short as 24 hours or so.
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Report on Domestic Violence
Mr DALE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Could he tell me what further action has been taken with regard to the
report 'Domestic Violence Between Adults in the Northern Territory' prepared by
Peter D'Abbs and the recommendations contained in that report?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, following the completion of the report, which was a review of
current services and strategies for the future by Mr Peter D'Abbs, it was
decided that copies of the report will be distribut~d for public comment. An
interdepartmental committee was formed to consider the 32 recommendations in
the report. The committee consisted of people' in the Departments of Community
Development, Education, Law, Treasury, Police, Health, Housing and the Chief
Minister. The committee has been meeting fortnightly to consider the report.
Comments have been received from 15 different organisations and councils. I
expect the committee to complete its review of all the comments and submissions
by the end of this month and present its recommendations by next month.
Shop front Facility for Consumer Complaints
Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
I would like to remind the minister that in June he announced the
e'stablishment of a shopfront facility to handle consumer complaints iIi Alice
Springs. I ask' him to advise this Assembly when in fact that service will
become available?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I cannot give a specific date. We have opened a shop front
facility in the northern suburbs of Darwin. It is my understanding that the
department is still searching for suitable premises that could be utilised in
Alice Springs to provide a similar service. As soon as that problem is
resolved, I will advise the member for Stuart by letter as to its commencement.
Alice Springs Abattoir
Mr VALE to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
Can he advise if the government has yet reached a decision concerning the
relocation of the Alice Springs abattoir?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as the honourable member would know because of his previous
interest in the continuing operation of the Alice Springs abattoir, its future
is fairly limited because, during the period of operation of the abattoir in the
winter months, it does cause a very serious environmental disturbance to the
people in the suburban areas of Alice Springs. But it is not that serious that
government would seek to move the abatt.oir to a new site in the immediate
future. Added to this is the future of the abattoir so far as the operators are
concerned. At a meeting I had with the management of the wor~s last year, it
intimated to me that the technology in the Alice. Springs abattoir was so out of
date that it was doing a job that it was not designed to do. In fact, the kill
cost in Alice Springs is some $20 to $30 deafer than sending the animals' to
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Adelaide. On that basis, the works would have a limited life. Further to that,
at one stage the abattoir was not prepared to pay its electricity accounts.
This matter is before the courts at the moment.
So far this year, the turn-off for Territory abattoirs is down considerably
because of the very late rains and the belief amongst the people in the industry
that cattle numbers will reach their peak in the October-November months when
the animals have had a better chance to fatten up and farmers ,will get a better
return for the product. With this background, the Alice Springs abattoir has
done nothing this year and had only a mediocre season last year. There is some
doubt as to whether it will actually open its doors next year, patticu1arly
given the current situation of the meat processing industry in Australia.
Mr Speaker, my colleagues and I have been monitoring for some time the need
for the government to make a site available south of the town ,of Alice Springs
where a new abattoir 'could be established. We have been 'considering whether,
immediately or at some stage in the future, we s~ould call for expressions of
interest or tenders or even have an auction for a block on which to establish a
new abattoir because there is no doubt that the future for the existing abattoir
is limited for the various reasons I have just mentioned. As the days go on,
I will endeavour to keep the honourable member for Braitling advised because I
am aware that the constituents in his electorate are very adversely affected by
the activities of the abattoir in the winter months when the smell in the town
is not the best. I am also endeavouring to keep in close consultation with the
Cattle Council of the Northern Territory because it holds a very strong view
that there will be a need for an additional abattoir in the town. When that
need arises, we will make a desision given the facts at the time.
Casinos in the NT
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
I will have to repeat the second half of the first question I asked, which
was not answered. There is one question that really must be addressed during
this sitt:ings. Will the property trust that will shortly be taking over
owriership of the casinos still consist of a partnership with 49% equity held by
Henry and Walker alone and 51% by the Northern Territory Development
Corporat;i.on, as originally announced, or are there in fact other companies that
will be involved in this property trust? If the. Chief Minister cannot provide
those details now', will he provide them during the sittings?
ANSWER
I will do my best to provide what information I can at this stage. subject
always to correction because, during negotiations, the parties have changed
their stances and changed the degree to which they wish to become involved in the
project. As I understand it now, I think it would be correct to say that
approximately 90% of the property trust will be held by Australian interests and
approximately 10% will be held by overseas interests. I think that part of the
amount held by the overseas interests will be equity contributed by the
operators. I am not quite sure of the exact extent of their equity commitment.
However, when the property trust is finally put in place, as separate from its
initial establishment, I would expect that the extent of the NTDC's involvement
will be for legal reasons in relation to holding a parcel of shares which, I
think, it must hold. This is a terribly complex matter. It .changes every week
or 2. It is so that those units can be offered to other parties at a later
stage. The NTDC itself, again as I understand it, will not be wanting to
maintain a continuing interest in the trust.
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Proposed Camp on Palmers ton Bypass Road
Mr COULTER to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Is he in a position to advise us on the current status of the proposed
camp at the 16-mileon the new Palmerston bypass road?
ANSWER
In relation to that 16-mile camp, I have had discussions with the
honourable member. There is definitely a problem in that particular area and
it is being looked at. The'present situation is that people are camping
adjacent to the highway in an area which is not set aside for that particular
purpose. There is an area of land that has been leased by the Aboriginal
Development Foundation from the Palmer.ston Development Corporation on the other
side of the highway~ The Department of Community Development has released
$80000 to provide some essential services on this site. Water has been
supplied to the boundary and plans for the provision of electricity to the
boundary are well advanced. The internal provision of services to this
particular area cannot be developed until ,such time as a development plan is
submitted by the Aboriginal Development Foundation, which is the leaseholder.
At this particular time, we cannot go any further.
We have supplied a truck to the Aboriginal Development Foundation to carry
water to the site. We also are providing funds for 2 labourers to assist in
garbage collection and area maintenance of the 3 town camps and that includes
the area that is being camped on at the moment out at the 16-mile. The present
camp is temporary and we hope that situation changes very soon. We have to rely
on the Aboriginal Development Foundation to come up with what it wishes to do'
on the new site before we can provide essential services to that site.
Works in Vicinity of Mereenie Oilfield
Mr BELL to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
I preface my question by referring to questions 'I have asked previously
about the proposed road and natural gas pipeline betvleen the Mereenie oilfield,
and Yulara and rumours that a road is to be built between Areyonga and Tempe
Downs and a water pipeline in the vicinity of.the Mereenie oilfield and the
Yulara Village. Will the minister'make a statement in relation to the Northern
Territory governm~nt' s plans for such works in the, Tempe Downs, Kings Canyon
and Lake Amadeus areas?
ANSWER
I do not know that any useful purpose would be served by making a statement
on the matter. The present position is that it is highly desirable that we
provide piped water to the Yulara Village. That project has been so singularly
successful that the' existing ground water supplies simply are not adequate. The
subject of a gas pipeline is a matter for my colleague, the honourable Minister
for Mines and Energy. Nonetheless, if one is digging a trench in the ground
over many kilometres, i t is lo,gical to lay the pipes side by side in order to
save taxpayers' money.
As to the question of a ring road presumably via the oilfields around
Carmichael Crag and back to Kings Canyon to link up with a proposed road from
the Yulara Village to Kings Canyon National Park site, it is one that is well
and truly. in the distant future. I t is not one that I would be promoting at
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this stage. I do not think it is warranted for quite some years to come. There
is. however. absolutely no doubt of the need for a link between the Yulara
Village and the proposed developments to Kings Canyon National Park. After all.
there is no point in a great deal of expenditure by the Conservation Commission
and private enterprise building very expensive tourist facilities and upgrading
facilities in the Kings Canyon National Park i f people are unable to get there
conveniently. At this stage. one must come via the Petermann Highway to the
Yulara Village. Unless one then tracks across dirt roads. one must backtrack
along t.he Petermann. Highway to the Stuart Highway and thenee to Alice Springs.
That does not take in what I think is one of the most beautiful places in
central Australia.' the Kings Canyon Gorge. If we are serious about tourism.
which we are. we ought to be proceeding - hopefully with the goodwill of the
Central Land Council - with the proposed road from Yulara to Kings Canyon.
Necessarily. it must traverse Aboriginal land and will require the goodwill of
the Central Land Council and. more particularly. of the traditional owners of
that area. Incidentally. I see significant benefits flowing to those
traditional owners as a result of that communication link.
That is the present position. If the road were sealed. it could cost$16m.
Of course. even to build a gravel-sheeted road of adequate quality for
conventional vehicles to use would cost'some several millions of dollars. As I
see it. the whole future of the Kings Canyon National Park as a tourist
destination - and this is a quirk of fate - depends upon the goodwill of the
Aboriginal traditional owners. NegotiatIons have been commenced in a tentative
though very serious and formal way by the agencies of the Northern Territory
government - particularly the Aboriginal Liaison Unit· of the Department of the
Chief Minister. which is charged with .communications liaison - with Aboriginal
people for approval to go ahead with this very worthwhile tourist development
project.
Campaign on School Truancy
Hr FINCH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
During the June sittings. the minister announced plans to launch a campaign
concerning truancy amongst Northern Territory schoolchildren. Can he report on
what progress has been made on launching such a campaign?
ANSWER
As the· honourable member mentioned. it had been my' intention to launch this
campaign in July. I did answer a question from the honourable member-at the
last sittings to that effect. On closer examination. it was realised that. if
we did introduce the campaign at this time. we would not achieve the best
results. We had not really addressed the problem of truancy in Aboriginal
communities. This is a subject that I had made comment on. I think it is
necessary to address the Aboriginal truancy problem and the urban problem
together. The other problem that we had is in relation to the media contact in
the isolated communities. This is something that I hope that other members of
the.community and various Aboriginal groups will be able to comment on in order
to find the best way to get. the message across to those communities that their
children should attend schools. There was the problem in relation to the
implementation of the bussing policy .which was forced upon us. In order to keep
a free bus service in operation. that was something that we had to do. I
believe that. under. those circumstances. the result would have been less than
effective. I hope that. when we address the problems in the Aboriginal areas
as well as the urban areas. we will be able to implement a truancy campaign at
the beginning of 1985.
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Nabalco and Electricity Commission Act
Mr LEO to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Will he or his department be taking action under section 27 of the
Electricity Commission Act if it is found that Nabalco Pty Ltd has breached that
act?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I undertook yesterday to obtain information for the honourable
member about the possibility of Nabalco selling electricity without the
authority of NTEC. I have not received an answer as yet. Before I prejudice
the commission by answering the question that he has just asked, i will get the
answer to the first one and then we can address the second one.
Gardens Hill Development Pty Ltd
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for.LANDS
Has he given an extension .to Gardens Hill Development Pty Ltd for its lease
condition which required work to the value of $1.5m .at Gardens Hill to commence
on 1 July 1984? If. so, how long is that extension for?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I do not have that information before me. I am happy to get it
for the honourable member and pass it on to him. I had understood that, if work
had not started already, it was about to start. Ashe mentioned, the lease was
finally settled not very long ago, and after a very long period of what one
might call negotiation and uncertainty. But the project will be under way very
shortly. It is a very big project, one of 'the biggest private,developments in
the Northern Territory as far as accommodation units are concerned. I think the
end product will cost some $12m even though the covenants on the block in
question are about $8m. I will get the details for the honourable member of the
lease requirements for a commencement and completion date for the first stage.
I am, sure the covenants are for staged development.
Suspension of Students at Darwin Community College
Mr HATTON to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Is he aware that, at the. end of the first semester in this year, 30
studentp at the Darwin Community College were suspended from their studies
because of poor progress? Could he provide the reasons behind that?
ANSWER
The matter has been brought to my attention and is one that is of concern
to me. I understand that those students were suspended at the direction of the
Examiners Board, which is a normal procedure both in colleges of advanced
education ~nd universities. The matter is of some concern to me and I have
asked for further comments from the Community College on the suspension of. those
students.
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2 km Law Exemptions in Alice Springs
Mr VALE to MINISTER for HEALTH
Has any consideration been given to the recent request by Aboriginal
organisations in Alice Springs to have certain places within the town area
exempted from the 2 km law and set aside as. Aboriginal drinking places?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I understand the Tangentyere Council in Alice Springs has made
application to the Alice Springs Town Council for areas to be declared exempt
and also some correspondence has taken place between that council and the Liquor
Commission. At this stage, I am unable to provide the honourable member with
any further information.
Casinos in the NT
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
In consideration of the financial investigations which were undertaken with
the Federal group of companies and which were made public during the sittings of
the Assembly, would the Chief Minister advise if the government has conducted or
is conducting a similar investigation in respect of the major participants' in
the casino redevelopment, including the companies involved in the takeover of
the existing properties through the property trust?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can certainly confirm that investigations were made into the
financial background of the proposed new operators. At the moment, I am aware
of the name of a very large Australian company that is involved in the
establishment of the new property trust. If it were possible for me to name
that. company in this Assembly, I doubt that the Leader of the Opposition would
want me to go much further in investigating the financial background of that
particular company. I can assure members that what we are trying to do is put
together what might amount to a. very str<;mg. and viable. coalition of interests to
own and run the casino - a coalition of interests th;it do have financial
standing. The operators have their particular brand of skil~ and expertise and
they have the international contacts. I would hope that it will be seen that we
will be linking into one of the biggest travel organisations established in this
country as well ..
It is a problem for me, Mr Speaker, it is a problem for the Leader of the
Opposition, 'and it is a problem for everyone but, unfortunately, at the
negotiation stage of this type of transaction, it .is. just not possible to name
names. All I.can say is we are trying to weld together something that we
believe will result in avery significant advance for the Territory from its
current position.

Rural Subdivisi.ons at Timber Creek
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for LANDS
What progress has been made on the subdivision of rural residential lots
at Timber Creek and does the Department of Lands have any applications in hand
for the land?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, unfortunately, I do not have before me the information on Timber
Creek which I should have. The 'government has.been looking at subdividing some
land in timber Creek with a view to meeting a small demand which has become
evident: A few people have expressed interest in purchasing Jand in that area
and we are very pleased .to see an interest being taken in it. One of the
difficulties with subdivision at Timber Creek, as with many areas in the remoter
parts of the Territory, is the fact that, because of the local geography, we are
faced at times with very enormous bills in/servicing land to subdivide very few
blocks .. At times, as honourable members are probably aware, the government has
paid what would be the equivalent of $20 000 to $25 000 per block to service
blocks of land in the more remote areas. Sometimes they are sold for a few
hundred 'dollars, at least to the first owner. One finds that, sometimes a year
.or 2 later, those same blocks of land are on the market at a very substantial
increase. Notwithstanding that, we do propose to turn off some land in Timber
Creek. We do have some geographical problems in: regard to the siting of Timber
Creek at present because of the limited options. It is quite close to the
Victoria River and is settled quite close to some small hills which present a
difficulty. There is not a great deal of government infrastructure in the town.
I know we have proposals for upgrading some of the government services that are
provided in Timber Creek. I will obtain additional, specific information for
the honourable member.
Gardens Hill Development Pty Ltd
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
Can he give an undertaking that the answers he undertook to give at the
last sittings on the financial arrangements between the Housing Commission and
Gardens Hill Development Pty Ltd on the construction of pensioner units at
Gardens Hill will be provided at this sittings?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can only apologise to the honourable member if I slipped up
on an undertaking that I gave. I will confirm that undertaking through Hansard
and ensure that, during the course of this sittings, ~ will present him with the
relevant information.
Drivers' Licences
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
For some time now I have been interested in the possible introduction of
photographic evidence on Northern Territory drivers' licences. Has his
department addressed this issue and what is the likely outcome of any
deliberations?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have been g1v1ng some thought for some time to the
possibility of such a question being asked and how I .could deal with it. It is
true that there is widespread support for such a proposal, and I am surprised at
that. Not just within the political wing of my party but throughout the
community in general, there is widespread support for the introduction of
photograph-identified drivers' licences. I really do.not know that I could do
justice to all of the arguments in relation to the question at the moment.
Perhaps it would be a good subject for an adjournment speech.
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It seems to me that any. detailed examination of the proposal would favour
the negative side notwithstariding that there are many good reasons why we should
be following the Victorian method of providing photographic licences. The
arguments in support' fall under about, 5 headings. One is that they would
provide positive identification which would help law enforcement and credit
checks and provide ready identification for other purposes such as cashing a
cheque without making prior arrangements.
'
A driver's licence with a name and signature on it merely indicates that
the person whose name appears on the licence is a person who is licensed to
drive. It does not really identify the person at all. It is then argued that
if you had one with a photograph, similar to a passport, or the identification
that we give t.O inspectors exercising functions under an act, wewo~ld provide
for much more accurate identification of the person and facilitate his ability
to gain credit, use personal cheque accounts and, generally to identify himself.
When a government has perhaps 60 or 100 officers of the public service carrying
photo identification, it is very easy to check the identity of each of those
officers. There is no difficulty in it. How does one check the photographs on
thousands of licences? Do we use a passport system or do we ask a person's
mates to sign on the back to certify it to be a true photograph of the
applicant? What is the validity of that? In the United States, the forging of
passports is big business even given all the complexities that go into the
identification of the person referred to on a passport as being the person. who
actually applied f,or it. Indeed, I believe that misuse of the system resulted
in justices of the peace being removed from the categories of people eligible
to witness those photographs.
The government envisages that this thing would have to apply equally to
people at Yuendumu, Lajamanu, Bathurst and Melville Islands, Darwin, Alice
Springs, Katherine etc. What mechanism could you introduce which would provide
the guarantee of identification of a person in a photograph? In other words,
did it really give'the name Jim Robertson, Fred Bloggs or whatever? I do not
see it as being possible. Because, there- is nothing else attached to a present
driver's licence, other than the department saying that the person whose name
appears on it is a licensed driver, no liability attaches to government as to
the false use of it. When you go into photographic identification, and we
certify that the persori whose photograph appears on this licence is licensed to·drive,then we have a responsibility, probably at law, to make sure that the
person is actually the person whose photograph appears. That one alone makes
the thing ~mpractical. I will not go through the other 4. They are hard to counterfeit, -they are
popular, there are general law enforcement benefits and there is convenience.
Just in answering the first point, I have touched on perhaps each of the others.
I understand the Victorian system is to come in at the end of this year.
I t is worth considering that Victoria has millions of people.

The mass
production of these photo licerices will mean they will cost somewhere between
$1. 30 and $1. 40 each to produce. That - is with millions of them and they do not
have the problems with remote commuriities that we would have. In the Northern
Territory, the production of-a licence is around 4¢to 1O¢ depending on the
geographic location of the point of issue. The fee charged in the Northern
Territory under our present licence system is $6 for 1 year and $15 for 3 years.
Victoria will be charging a fee of $30 for 3 years and $54 for 6 years. So even
given it~ volume, the cost of issuing a licence obviously is a sig~ificant
factor, that not only, governments should bear in mind. It is expensive to
operate a motor vehicle. It is expensive to register and it is expensive to
insure. When you start to get into the $50 bracket just to issue the licence,
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I wonder if this popular concept of photo licences would remain popular with
those. sorts of imposts on the hip pockets of our drivers.
Mr Speaker, I have a very comprehensive briefing here from the Department
of Transport and Works. I must commend the officer who put it together. It was
not done with the idea of canning the proposi~ion. A very balanced approach
has been taken to it. The officer responsible is John Hewitt. I say that
because, if I circulate this brief, obviously members will know his name. If
honourable members wish a copy, which will give them far more information than
I have given, then I am more than happy to provide one.
Gazettal of Kings Canyon as a National Park
Mr VALE to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
Has the Kings Canyon area yet been gazetted as a national park and has the
government reached a decision concerning the naming of this park?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable. member has asked his question in 2 parts. In
answer to the part relating to the decision concerning the name, at the moment
the name of the area is Kings Canyon. I believe certain people have put forward
recommendations regarding another name for this park. To date I have not seen
them. Until such time as these names come to me and are consider~d by Cabinet,
I do not think that I am at liberty to say anything more than that.
Regarding Kings Canyon being gazetted as a national park, pursuant to
section· 14 of the Territory Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act,before
declaration of a national park can proceed, notice to this effect must appear in
the Northern Territory Government Gazette, requiring a public notification
period of 60 days to be observed. A notice to thi p effect in relation to Kings
Canyon appeared in the Northern Territory Government Gazette on 24 April 1984.
The Board of the Conservation Commission has considered this matter and will be
making recommendations shortly.
Task Force on Groote Eylandt Crime Rate
Mr LANHUPUY to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Could he please report to the Assembly on the progress of the task force
which has been established on Groote Eylandt to look at the high crime rate?
ANSWER
The honourable member for Arnhem is probably in a better position to report
to the Assembly in relation to that matter because he is a member of the task
force. At this particular stage, we have come to an agreement with the federal
government regarding the funding of the operations of the task force, whose job
it is to look into what can be done as an alternative to imprisonment on Groote
Eylandt. Funding will be on a 50-50 basis. I will provide information on the
figures later. The situation on Groote Eylandt certainly appears to be a lot
better than it was some time ago. I am hopeful that the task force, of which
the member for Arnhem is a member, can produce some suggestions which can be
put into operation by the government to improve things in regard to the problems
there of the offending young people.
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Leanyer Bombing ·Range
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for LANDS
Has the Territory come to an agreement with the Commonwealth over the
future of the Leanyer bombing-range and, if so, what are the terms of the
agreement?
ANSWER

a

Honourable members will be pleased to learn that
government file has been
opened with the title stamped on it: "'Leanyer Bombing Range Defouling Facility'.
The Northern Territory and Commonwealth governments have indeed reached an
agreement on this particular subject. I ~m pleased to announce a defouling
operation is to be funded by the Commonwealth. It will include the employment
of up to 16 civilians and RAAF personnel on a continuous basis for 10 years.
Those members who know where Leanyer bombing range is will appreciate that
it is quite a substantial area of land. I noticed in the Government Gazette·
that declared it in i950 that it has been used as a bombing range for a very
long time. Therefore, it probably has all sorts of bad things scattered across
it. The proposal is to clear those undesirable objects. The Northern Territory
government has undertaken to' provide headworks for the operation in the form of
a secure service compound. The compound is to accommodate an ablution facility
sufficient to cater for up to 20 people, air-conditioned luncheon and office
facilities, a shed and a vehicle wash-down area. The Department of Housing and
Construction will fund and install the shed and wash-down slab, while all other
facilities and services will be funded by the Territory government.
In the longer term, it is proposed to use some of the land - which we expect
-to be handed back by the Commonwealth when this exercise is completed or has
progressed towards completion -, for other uses. It is proposed to relocate the
rifle range there which is currently at the back of the greyhound track at
Winnellie. No doubt, it would be an eminently suitable area, having regard to
the fact that much of it cannot be used for ordinary urban development. It
would be ideal for a rifle range which requires a suhstantial area which does
not need to be very well developed.
As a matter of interest to honourable members, I noticed in reading the
Government Gazette of 1950 which declared the Leanyer area and an extensive area
to sea from it for air gunnery and bombing vractice that the penalty for being
there while practice was in progress was a fine not exceeding £20. I would have
thought the Penalty for being on a bombing range when it was in use would have
been substantially more than £20.
Registration of Builders
Mr HATTON to MINISTER for LANDS
Has the government completed its consideration of the working party report
on the registration of builders in the Territory and, if so, does the government
intend to register builders?
ANSWER
The working party has completed its report to government. Cabinet has
considered this matter and decided that, having regard to the various issues
involved in registering builders in the Nort4ern Territory, it would be
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und~sirable

to take this course of action, particularly at this stage of our
development. We are not convinced that the trouble required to establish such
a system and policing it would result in any significant reduction in the
complaints that are laid against building practice. Interstate information
which was gathered by the working party indicates that there are still
considerable complaints about poor workmanship in building work. We do not
believe that the mere registration of a builder will necessarily alleviate that
problem. It is one that will be with 'us from time to time. In our opinion, it
is more a consumer protection matter than one of registering builders, with all
the government requirements that would have to go with such registration. ,
In making the decision not to register builders,we undertook to join with
the Master Builders Association in a publicity campaign. I believe documents
are being produced at present to try to make people aware that they should
select their builder carefully and very carefully enter into a 'contract with the
builder. It seems that most of the complaints that have been received in the
Northern Territory have been attributable to poor or non-existent contractual
relationships between the builders and their clients. It is mostunfottunate
that people tend to enter into arrangements on a verbal basis when having a room
added to their house or whatever. When any problems arise, they find they have
overlooked opportunities for redress. Quite often, what might start off as a
happy relationship between client and builder may not be so happy after a
considerable amount of work has been done. That is when a contract is really
needed.
We will be increasing the publicity in this respect to try to encourage
members of the community to select a builder, check his reputation, ask to see
examples of his work, inspect those examples ,if possible before engaging the
builder and, when one is engaged, to sign a contract - preferably an approved'
contract produced by some reputable organisation such as the Master Builders
Association. The short answer to the honourable member's question is that we
have declined to register builders in the Northern Territory ••
Upgrading Costs on Darwin Primary School and old Darwin Hospital
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
How much
students were
th~ figure of
that has been
accommodation

has been spent on the upgrading of Darwin Primary School since the
vacated from that school earlier this year and can he confirm th~t
$70 0.00 which he mentioned on talk-back is, in fact, the amount
spent on upgrading'the old Darwin hospital to provide temporary
facilities for the pupils of Larrakeyah Primary School?

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am unable to indicate the exact amou~t that has been spent on
the Larrakeyah Primary School at present other than to say that the contract
that has been let is for $2.02m. That is the actual cost of upgrading the
hospital f a c i l i t y . . . ·
'
Mr B. Collins: Larrakeyah is being upgraded but that would be the wrong
figur~. I asked about Darwin Primary School.
'
Mr HARRIS: Mr Speaker, I can obtain that information for ,the honourable
member. On the upgrading of the hospital facilities which he referred to - and
, I referred to an amount of $70 000 when I answered a previous question on that
particular issue - I can inform the honourable member that it has not been
anywhere near that price. The cost to upgrade the hospital ,to accommodate the

172

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Thursday 23 August 1984
school during the upgrading of the Larrakeyah Primary School has been some
$34 000.
Taxi Services for Disabled People
Mr VALE to MINISTER for HEALTH
I refer to the introduction of a taxi service for disabled people in Darwin
on a trial basis. Has this trial been successful and, if so, when will it be
introduced to other Territory towns?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the trial service was introduced in Darwin in March of this
year and, between March and June, some 30-odd people had registered and were
able to use the service provided by the Department of' Health through the taxi
companies of Darwin. As of last month, I understand about 41 people were using
the service. It has been quite successful, MrSpeaker, and I understand that
arrangem~nts are being made now to implement the service in other Territory
centres. This is an initiative of the Disabled Persons Bureau and it is looking
at other initiatives as far as disabled persons are concerned. It is talking
about providing sporting and recreational facilities and services and, of
course, training courses .and programs both for the people who are handicapped
and the people who are working for them.
Mr Speaker, the Disabled Persons Bureau was transferred from the Department
of Community Development to the Department of Health early in 1983. I think
that, since the transfer, the Disabled Persons Bureau has felt a lot more at
home within the infrastructure of the Department of Health which is able to
provide additional services such as these. I would compliment the Disabled
Persons Bureau for taking this initiative in providing a welcomed service to the
disabled people living in Darwin. Hopefully, that service will be promoted
eventually in other Territory centres.
Naming of Kings Canyon

Are~

Mr BELL to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
I preface my.question by referring her to the previous question and answer
in relation to the naming of the proposed national park in the Kings Canyon
area. Is she aware that, long before the area was known as Kings Canyon, it was
known for thousands and thousands of years before as Watarrka?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I was hot aware of the information that the honourable member
has just given.
Northbrick Industries,
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Yesterday in the Assembly, he referred to problems being encountered by
Darwin's new clay brick manufacturing company 'in promoting its products
interstate. What progress has Northbrick Industries made since its commencement
late last year?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it is hard for me to speak on behalf of Northbrick Industries
but I understand from the management that it considers that its prog'ress at
present is satisfactory. It is disappointed that markets in Western Australia
appear to be closed to it, and that is disappointing to the Territory government
as well. It seems fairly inequitable When some of the largest building
suppliers in the Northern Territory can come from Western Australia and the
Territory is an enormous market for Western Australian hardware and goods.
Apparently, it continues to warrant and probably makes viable the Western
Australian State ,Shipping Service run, if that ,run is,yiable. I do not know i f
it is. As I understand it, the greatest quantity of cargo is consigned to
Darwin. Therefore, I think it is most unfair that the Territory cannot sell a
few hundred tonnes of bricks in the north-west of Western Australia, especially
when, only a couple of years ago, I received a petition from many hundreds, if
not thousands, of the residents of north-west of Western Australia who wanted to
be incorporated into the Northern Territory anyway for all the good they said
they got out of being administered from their southern capital. Mr Speaker, I
do not think their views have changed very considerably. I do not believe that
a-political boundary, such as exists in this case, should be allowed to prevent
the free flow of trade between the Northern Territory and the north-west of
Western Australia with which we have had very strong historic links.
Water Supplies for Aboriginal Communities
Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
In view of the very high proportion of central Australian Aboriginal
communities and outstations which have inadequate water supply, what plans has
he to accelerate the provision and upgrading of water supplies in that area?
ANSWER
Presently, we are looking at the matter in conjunction with the Department
of Aboriginal Affairs and having some discussions in a rationalised approach to
maximise the expenditure of the money available. Unfortunately, that amount is
not as high, especially from the Commonwealth's end, as we would like it to be.
I will undertake to obtain further detailsartd provide them to the honourable
,member at a l~ter stage.
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Tourist Information
Mr McCARTHY to CHIEF MINISTER
What plans does the Tou:dst Commission have to provi4e accurate and
up-to-date information on tourist facilities, caravan 'Pllrks etc for 'the henefit
of travellers in the Territory?
ANSWER
~r Speak~~,~the T9uri~t Conimissionnas1ll<)t',e ·thal).,pllWs top.rovi~e .S1,lcll ,,information. In 'fact,:it, has published for some.time 'a bookl~Ccal1ed the
'.
'Northern Territory Holiday Planner' which has been distributed quite w-icle1y
throughout Australia and is available through the tourist bureaus in the
Northern Territory. It is virtually a traveller's guide to the Northern
Territory. It indic.ates all the accommodation available, 'inc1uding caravan
parks. However, I must say that there is one slight'. discrepancy in relation to
the section on caravan parks that was raiSed with me by Mr Jack TaYlor,' the
proprietor of the Larrimah Green' Park Tourist Complex'. Although' it. is at
Larrimah, that park apparently is described as being about 20km further·south
than Larrimah. Nonetheless, the holiday planner is a pretty good guide to
facilities available in the Northern Territory.
'.
'.

There is also the question of setting standards. The Northern Territory
Tourist Commission and the government have decided that they should .not·actually
decide what standard a particular accommodation house has in'relatioh to its
claims. Of course, we know that some places describe, themselves as 4-9t;ar and
others describe themselves as international resorts. There are various
descriptions 6f tourist and accommodation facilities. For a long time the
Automobile Associationof Australia has been publishing for the.pesto£
Australia a guide to accoinmodation'whichgives all type$ of accommodation a
quality rating. A couple of years ago, the Tourist'Coilimission invoked the
assistance of the Automobile Association which undertook, with soine financial
assistance from the Tourist Commission, avery detailed. study of all .
accommodation throughout the Northern Territory ranging from camping grounds to
\ the best hotels. I believe. that the Automobile AssoGiation has now published
a. section on tl;le,North,errl r,err!toFY in its,,1atest:-gu;i;de':f~r ,its:;ln~m1:u~rs. ,:Its . .
. membership Jl?,~pread th:~'Qughout Australia. tll}:'oughits 'Various: s1.;l!?;sidlaries in
:the ~t?tesJ.~-+Url'for:tunately~to'l:lle beflt> o£~lI!Y .kno'l-tledge, :t,h~ Mi;che13;n,:"gu{de, :.
still only applies to France. But should ,it be possible t'o get'theNorthern
Territory assessed by the people who put out the Michelin guide, thEm I will be
happy to do so. In the absence of that likelihood, I thin~ that weha,vedone'the best that we can in getting a reputable arid prest:/.gious asso'eiatIon @uch 'as
the Automobile Association to do this jqb, for us. 1 am sure'that proprietors of
accommodation, seeing the realistic assessment of their facilities given by, the
Automobile Association, will only be encouraged'to strive harder to improve
.
their standards and'to better found the basis on which the tourl~t industry iri
the Northern Territory must continue for many years.
YarralinCommunity EX.Gision
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
Has the official handover of an eXC1S10n from the VRD lease. to the Yarralin
.community been deferred and, if so, when is that hand over expected to take
place?
.
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ANSWER
Th~ proposed handover is still planned to go ahead.
I think the Chief
Minister has it scheduled for a week from now or perhaps a little later.
However, this matter has become fairly complex over the last few weeks. We have
been trying to arrange the necessary titles and procedures in order to allow the
handover to go ahead. The Department of Lands is. doing its best to negotiate
with the owners of VRD and to go through all the necessary procedures in order
to draw up not one but, a couple of titles to enable the Chief Minister to hand
over to the Yarralin people this very significant area in Victoria River Downs.
Hopefully, it will proceed as planned.

Cutta Cutta Caves
Mr COULTER to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
I ask this question on behalf of the honourable member for Elsey. Can she
advise whether there are plans to improve the tourist potential of the Cutta
Cutta Caves near Katherine?
ANSWER

Mt Speaker, it gives me a lot of pleasure to answer this question for the
honourable member. Recently, I had the pleasure of .being conducted through the
Cutta' Cutta Cave.s by officers of the Conservation Commission. It was explained
to me - and it was quite apparent by the number of people who were on the tour that the popularity of the Cutta Cutta'Caves is increasing month by month. As
all honourable members know, Cutta Cutta Caves is a nature park just south of
Katherine. It is one of the most popular parks in th~Northern. Territory in
that it attracts some 10 000 visitors a year during. the dry season. The caves
cannot be visited during the wet season because of flooding. The increase in
visitors over the last year or two indicates the attraction that the caves have
for the tourists. The figure of 10 000' visitors is a 31% increase on the number
of visitors who went to Cutta Cutta Caves last year.
Because of the popularity of the caves, the Conservation Commission had to
look at a number of things. Cutta Cutta Caves has only_one ingress and
ventilation is a problem. At the moment there are 4 tours a day -.2 in the
morning and 2 in the afternoon. The maximum that the rangers consider safe from
the ventilation point of view is 5 tours-a day. The absolute maximum that could
be entertained would be 6 tours per day but that would be taxing the ventilation
to the extreme. Because of the popularity of the caves on the tourist
schedules, the Conservation Commission rangers have been looking at otl),er caves
in the area. There are other caves which do not present the problems that the
Cutta Cutta Caves do 'in that they are walk-through caves. The advantages of
this are quite obvious. Ventilation will not be a problem. These caves are
being investigated from the point, of view of safety and the features that they
offer. When the rangers of the Conservation Commission are assured that they
have something to offer to tourists which' will be of an equivalent standard to
Cutta Cutta Caves, it will be opened to the public also.
NabalcoLicence to Sell Electricity
Mr LEO to MINISTER for MINES. and ENERGY
Further to a question I asked last week, can he yet tell me whether or not
Nabalco Pty Ltd has a licence to sell electricity as is required by section 27
of the Electricity Commission Act?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have an answer for the honourable member. I will read it so
that I do not get it wrong. An interim licence for the sale of electricity in
Gove was issued by the Northern Territory Electricity Commission to Nabalco in
1979. In August 1982, when NTEC sought to revive the interim arrangements,
Nabalco responded by stating that it accepted NTEC's advice as effectively
terminating the licence arrangements. Legal opinion to NTEC at that stage did
not support this. The latest legal opin~on we have from the Crown Solicitor is
that the licence has now lapsed and t.hat is evident in 3 ways: first,. Nabalco, in
fact, has stated that it believes the licence to have expired; secondly, it is
charging tariffs higher than the gazetted tariffs in Gave; and, thirdly, it did
not claim for subsidy during the period May 1982 to December 1983, when it was
entitled to claim under the licence.
Mr Speaker, at the moment NTEC is negotiating with Nabalco to resolve the
matter pf electricity supply at Gove. It has indicated to me that it does not
wish to prosecute under the act at this stage as thisCbuld impede the current
negotiations. If the honourable member requires any further information in
regard to the. matter, I would be only too pleased to seek it out for him.
National Mathematics Competition
Mr DALE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
He will no doubt be aware of the. recent national mathematics competition
conducted throughout Australian primary schools. Could he inform us the details
of the competition and, in particular, how Northern Territory school students
performed?
ANSWER
I am not able to give details of those people who were successful in
receiving certificates in that particular competition. I am aware that it is
one of the biggest mathematical competitions in the world. Recent statistics
show that lout of every 4 se'condary students do take part in this particular
competition. It is wholly sponsored by the Westpac banking group. Further
information to hand is that there are 3 divisions: junior Years,7,and 8;
intermediate Years 9 and 10; and senior Years 11 and 12. Medals are awarded
Australia-wide, depending on entries. This year, there were 18. Distinctions
are awarded to the top 15% in each state and or territory. I would say that
Northern Territory students fared very well in this particular competition.
Joseph Green from the, Alice Springs Catholic school was awarded a medal in this
year's competition and that is the only time a Territory participant has
received high accreditation during our 5 or 6 years of participating in this
competition. I also understand that the honourable member for Braitling's
daughter, Mandy Vale, who is present here today, also received a certificate of
merit in that particular competition.
Freight Charges Inquiry
Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMuNITy'DEVELOPMENT
\Can he advise when he will be presenting th.e long-overdue maritime freight
sections of the inquiry into freight charges and what action he has taken on the
,recommendations taqled in this Assembly some 6 months ago?
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", Mr Speake!'. thesecc,md pat:t of the, inquiry' s report will be t~bledduring
this: , sIttings. '" It was presented to the Administrator just' prior to the
sittings andst~ps h<ive be~n taken to have an appropriate' number of'cop'ies
pr;l;,nt;e<!.' c,l jHll'propO~etliat parts I and2' oftherel'ort be debated as ,a whole.
Seal:Lng of Stuart Highway,
Mr VALE to CHIEF MiNISTER
In viaw of the f~Ct that the Stuart Highway in ,South Australia is now
rapilil-lyreaching ,completion, ,can ,he advise whether the Northern' Territory
Tourist. Commissio.n, in conjunction with its South Australian counterpart, will
be .mouritihg ahy na,tional campaign to advise motorists, particularly on the
eastern seaboard, of the completion of the Stuart Highway?
'
,ANSWER
... :.

Mr Speaker, the Northern Territory Tourist Commission will certainly be
mounting a national campaign but it is not pt::<?posed to,mount a major national
campaign in relation to the completion of the sealing of the Stuart Highway
unti.l it isa<;:tually completed. Unfortunately, sometimes the message has the
habit of becoming garbled in the mind of the recipient. The Tourist Commission
feels that it could be counter-productive to start telling people that the
highway will be sealed in 1986, as we hope it will be, before that is an
accomplished fact. The member for Bra:!-1:ling can rest assured that, once the
bitumen is down, we will be promoting that fact extensively throughout
Australia. I believe that the Department of Lands is engaging in additional
planning in relation to 'the provision of accommodation for caravans and campers.
I t ;is possible that additional land will be released in time to enable the
development of additional facilities which surveys have indicated will be
required. But it is premature yet to engage in any national campaign. It could
be that, for some unforeseen reasori~ the sealing could be delayed~ However, we
wil1be letting the world know quite loudly once the seal is down.
Home Purchase Assistance Scheme
Mr HATTON to MINISTER for HOUSING
In the light of disc~ssions in the last week concerning the new Northern
Territory Home Purchase Assi~tance Scheme, could she advise how that scheme is
related to the Commonwealth States Housing Agreement?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am very pleased that the honourable member has asked that
question because 1 do not think that the Commonwealth States Housing Agreement
has been understood by honourable members opposite. The Cdmmonwealth States
Housing Agreement'was negotiated under the previous federal government in 1981
for a period of 5 years ending in 1986. The current federal government
expressed dissatisfaction with some aspects of that agreement and decided that
the best method of amendment was to completely renegotiate the whole thrust of
the agreement which applies to the Commonwealth and 8, state and territory
governments.
The new agreement, which will apply for a period of 10 years from last
July, is to receive ministerial agreement at a meeting scheduled for next month.
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It will provide the Territory with approximately $30.7m of federal funding
towards housing in the 1984-85 financial year. However, under the agreement,
the states and territories are required to lend moneys for home purchase loans
subject to compliance with certain conditions. Among these conditions are that
the rate of interest charged must be related to the ruling minimum Commonwealth
Savings Bank mark~t rate for housing loans. A minimum of 20% of the gross
annual income of the purchaser and his spouse must be applied to loan
repayments. Income for repayment purposes ~ust be adjusted at least annually.
Interest subsidies accruing early in the life of the loan must be repaid in full
over the life of the loan. 'First-home owner scheme grants are to be paid
directly to the vendor which, in this case, is the Housing Commission, although
these are not taken into account ,for the purpose of determining the borrower's
income.
From what I have just said, it is quite clear that the new home loan
scheme is tightly tied to the requirements determined by the ,federal government
under the Commonwealth States Housing Agree~ent. As such, it must be recognised
that any conditions applying to the scheme are not unilaterally imposed by the
Northern Territory government but that, under the scheme incorporating the
participation of private lending institutions, the available dollars will be
allocated in such a way that more Territorians will be able to obtain their own
slices of the pie and be able'to put down roots by buying their own home in the
Territory.
Approval of Connection of Temporary Power
Mr BELL to MINISTER for.TRANSPORT and WORKS
Have the statutory requirements under Northern Territory law for the
inspection and approval of the connection of temporary power to the Legislative
Assembly for today's sittings been met?
.
ANSWER
No answer given.
Eye Specialist for

~lice

Springs

Mr VALE to MINISTER for HEALTH
In view of the fact that Alice Springs has one resident eye specialist and
another due to commence duty shortly, can he advise if the Department of Health
will be upgrading the facilities used by these specialists in the Alice Springs
Hospital?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am very happytoadyisethat the new eye specialist who will
be coming to Alice Springs will be provided with facilities to allow him to
operate efficiently. The question of ophthalmologists in the Alice Springs
region has been a bone of contention on the part of the honourable member for a
number of years. If one checked Hansard, one would find that he has asked at
least 20 questions on'this subject over the last 10 years. The Department of
Health has been able to recruit another ophthalmologist to support the existing
one who has been carrying out duties with the assistance of interstate
ophthalmologists and the ophthalmologist in the Darwin region. We will be
providing additional facilities for the new recruit. Hopefully, he will be able
to provide the servic.es required by the Alice Springs residents.
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East Coast Shipping Service
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Is there any likelihood in the near future of,a replacement of the east
coast shipping service previously serviced by ANL's Townsville Trader?
ANSWER
At the termination of the service, a committee was setup comprised of
,members of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, members of the Port Authority
and members of the combined ports unions to assess any applications or
expressions of interest which might be forthcoming from the operators of
shipping around Australia and indeed elsewhere. 'Elsewhere' of course always
poses a problem with the Seamen's Union. Clearly, if there is a viable shipping
service, then we would want to see it operating in the'Port of Darwin. While a
number of companies are still continuing with their feasibility studies, the
future does not seem too bright in respect of immediate prospects. As members
will be aware, the maritime industrial and economic situation at the moment is
not really conducive to the establishment of any coastal shipping service in
this country. We would all be aware of the difficulties that ANL has had in
maintaining its profitability in coastal runs, It is public knowledge that
State Ships of Western Australia is running at a Significant loss in respect of
its existing west coast shipping service. Until those matters resolve
themselves, orie can only live in hope. The government is actively pursuing the
concept of industrial development zones within the environs of 'Darwin which,
along with massive tourist infrastructures, we hope will buildup the economic
base to make such a shipping service viable. It isa great disappointment to
the government, and to myself as ministe~ in particular, to see a wind-down in
coastal shipping activities which has followed right on the ,heels of the
tremendous amount of public money that this government has put into upgrading
and maintaining what is probably one of the most mod'ern port facilities now in
Australia.
There are still things to be done at the port. The land-backing and
various other capital works are still necessary. I am certainly of the view
that it would be singularly unwise to spend a great deal more of the taxpayers'
money until such time as we, have a successful marketing program. To that end,
the Port Authority has now recruited a new marketing officer and·I hope she will
be able to assist the Port Authority and t4e government in marketing the Port of
Darwin. This seems'to be a general trend in many industrialised countries where
the use of marine facilities are, to .put it mildly"at risk. Given all of that,
I would urge those officers of the. maritime unions, particularly the Waterside
Workers Federation and the Seamen's Union, that they should do everything
possible in the future to temper their tempers with the knowledge ,that that
could be extremely destructive to our maritime industry.
Cyclone .Kathy at Borroloola
Mr LANHUPUY to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Could he give the Assembly an update on the situation at Borroloola since
cyclone Kathy?
.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the situation at Borroloola at present is certainly not very
satisfactory as far as I am concerned. It was in March this year that cyclone
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Kathy struck and caused a .substantial amount of damage and discomfort to the
community at Borroloola. A number of steps have been taken since that time and
I might just briefly go through what has occurred. There was an inspection of
damage almost the day after the cyclone. The Departme~t of Community
Development had an officer On site on 25 March and a house-to-house survey was
carried out on,4 April. There was a briefing given to the government on those
survey results on 19 April. On 27 April, Cabinet considered options and
announced relief arrangements which would be made On behalf of. people at
Borroloola who suffered and this was done on 30 April. After that, cheques
were processed and dispatched by 9 May, with some late claims being paid on 22
May. On 22 May, at the end of the original survey exercise, 62 ,relief payments,
totalling $219 528, had been paid to a total of 78 applicants. Of the balance,
11 were considered ineligible and 5 required further investigation.
Between the dispatch of relief ,claims on 22 May and the deadline of 29
June, after which time no.. further applications or appeals were to be accepted,
a total of 97 new applications and 15 appeals were received by my department.
As a result of these applications and appeals, 2 of my officers spent 5 days at
Borroloola conducting an on-site investigation. Approval has now been given for
payment of a further 62 applications, totalling $74 000, and rejection of 55,
applications which were deemed to be ineligible or otherwise not warranting
payment., Those figures include 5 undetermined applications from the original
survey. All applicants were notified by letters dispatched on 13 August.
As well as that, a Northern Territory Development Corporation
representative went to Borroloola to. assess business loan applications. The
government will be considering those in the near future. Yesterday, a
deputation of several people had discussions with,the Secretary of the
Department of Community Development regarding the payment of emergency relief.
As a result of those discussions, several people were listed whom we consider
may warrant further inves.tigation. A number of officers will travel to
Borroloola to look specifically at their requests for assistance. That will be
carried out in the very near future.
As well as that, a large amount of money has been spent in the Borroloola
community by various government departments, particularly in upgrading services
in the community. As well as that, the Chief Minister has written to the Prime
Minister requesting emergency funding for the upgrading of housing. The amount
of money and the need for the housing in Borroloolawas established by the task
force which was made up of a number/of Territory government departments, the
Department of Aboriginal Affairs and the Aboriginal Development Corporation.
We have yet to receive any information from the federal government regarding
that application for funding .. The letter was sent to the Prime Minister on 28
June. It is a pretty sad situation because, as we al~ know, the monsoon season
will be upon us again in a couple of months. We have a situation at Borrolool.;t
that, at this st.;tge, m.;ty mean hardship for a number of 'Aboriginal people who .;tre
without shelter. The Territory government has spent .;tbout $4.9m in the
community. We are in a situ.;ttion where we areun.;tble to complete the program
of providing shelter to .;tIl those people in the community because we h.;tve not
h.;td a response from the feder.;tl government. The longer it takes, the greater
the problems will be with the onset of the wet se.;tson •.
Senior Second.;try Colleges
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Is he abie to report to this Ass'embly on the current position of the senior
secondary colleges propos.;tl?
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ANSWER
The issue of senior secondary colleges in the Northern Territory is still
under consideration. Cabinet has asked for further information in relation to
the establishment of the senior colleges in the Northern Territory. When that
information is before me, I will bring it to Cabinet for further discussion and
a decision. I might say here that many of the states ~re starting to have
second thoughts about the establishment of senior colleges. Only recently, I
had discussions with the Tasmanian chairman of the equivalent to our COSGO group
in Darwin. He was most concerned about the senior colleges that have been
established for some time in Tasmania. They are looking to moving away from
that. However, Mr Speaker, a decision has not been made. It is still being
looked at by Cabinet. I should point out here that, even if a decision were
made today, senior high schools or secondary colleges, as they would be called,
would not be set up in the Northern Territory until 1986 at the earliest. With
that in mind, I make the announcement that the Sadadeen HighSchool will be
moving into matriculation next year.
Basic Nursing Training Program
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for HEALTH
Does the government intend to transfer the basic nursing
from the hospital to Darwin Community College?

traini~g

program

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this question is under consideration and the Department of
Health is holding discussions with the Royal Australian Nurses Federation and'
the Darwin Community College. Once a proposal is ,formulated by those
organisations, no doubt the Minister for Education and I will discuss that
proposal further. There is a move throughout Australia to change the direction
of the educational side of the nursing profession. I understand that that
particular change is welcomed by the Nurses Federation and other people involved
with that particular profession. At the moment, it is the intention of the
Northern Territory government to support, in principle, the proposal to
incorporate nursing education within the Darwin Community College. But there is
much to be discussed and resolved first. We will do that but, for the time
being, we are allowing thos,e organisations to meld their proposal before it
comes finally to government.
Housing Loan Repayments
Mr PALMER to TREASURER
Has the government given consideration to limiting public service home
repayments to a set percentage of gross salary?
ANSWER
We have indeed. I might 'take this opportunity to address a couple of
issues relating to recent changes to the government employees sales scheme which
has resulted in considerable public comment over the last few days. Last
Friday, the Minister for Housing and I,met with representatives of several
unions, who came to seek from the government - indeed, to demand from the
government - an immediate withdrawal of the government's proposal to increase
interest rates under that government employees sales scheme. There was also
concern expressed that the actions taken by the government in this regard may
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, indeed be a prelude to an attack on conditions of service for public servants,
such as air fares,recreational entitlements, and Territory allowance. To allay
those fears in the minds of those union delegates ,- and clearly it was an
important issue - I advised them that, firstly, whilst the government could not
commit future governments in the Northern Territory, and subject to the Northern
Territory's financial arrangements with the Commonwealth remaining intact unless
varied by mutual agreement, the government would undertake not to reduce
air fares on recreational leave or Territory allowance entitlements for existing
public servants in the Northern Territory. I made that as a flat statement to
those people. The only exception to that undertaking is if, in the future, a
new package of conditions is negotiated and agreed between the Public Service
Commissioner and the unions concerned. I guess that is a fairly obvious
exception." I also advised that the government is prepared to overlay the
changes in interest rates under the government employees sales scheme with the
proviso that no public servant shall pay more than 25% of the income of borrower
and spouse or the current percentage of income of borrower and spouse if this
exceeds 25%.
Honourable members will be aware that the honourable member for Millner
last week suggested that perhaps concerns could be allayed if the government
was prepared to place a ceiling on the maximum,payments which public servants
would be up for under the escalating interest rates which now apply. We have
undertaken to do that with,t:he proviso that there have been public servants
entering into loans voluntarily wherein they pay from day 1 a greater percentage
of their income than 25%. We acknowledge their right to do that. Indeed,
people in many cases have that capacity to pay beyond 25% of their income for
accommodation. We are prepared, however, even under the escalating interest
rates under the changes, 'to freeze that to the maximum level that they will pay
at any time in the future. I offered that to the union delegates at the same
time. Any subsidy that happened to be involved in offering those ceilings would
be written off by the government. It would not be capitalised and carried
forward. I cannot see how'we could be fairer than that.
Mr Speaker, I further guaranteed to the union delegates that any case that
they put forward which showed anomalies under the new arrangements would be
examined forthwith by the government and responded to. Then, if amendments were
agreed to, the scheme would be changed. However, that did not go far enough for
them because their demands were that the government im,mediately withdraw the new
interest rates and other changes to the scheme. So we did not get very far at
the negotiating table.
The government employees sales scheme is still a most generous scheme,
probably one of the most generous schemes available to any group of employees in
Australia today. It still offers 95% of the purchase price of a house in the
form of a loan over 45 years. I do not think very many people have that
opportunity in purchasing a home. The new interest rates which apply to the
scheme are still concessional interest rates in the first few years. Indeed,
under some of the interest rates brackets, concessional rates will apply for at
least another 8 years. With regard to the escalating rates which will apply
from today, having regard to the escalation in salaries and incomes over the
past few years and projected increases in those incomes over the next few years,
the government does not believe that the burdens that will be imposed by these
increases are <;it ;l<ll unreasonable.
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Reduction of High Interest on Housing Loans
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for HOUSING
Is it a fact that ,people currently paying 12.5% interest on loans will have
this interest reduced to 11.5% maximum after 1 September this year?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the short answer is yes. However, for the benefit of members,
I will enlarge on that a little.' One of the benefits of the new loans scheme is
that general housing loans will be related to bank home loan interest rates. ,As
the present rate is 11.5%, this means that those people who are currently paying
12.5% will receive a reduction of 1%. Those people paying less than 11.5% will
not escalate to 12.5%, as they would under the old conditions, but would
continue to pay 11.5%. Eventually, this will bring all people under similar
loan requirements regardless of employment. For anybody who has taken out a
loan 'recently at the minimum rate of 4%, this would take 15 years if the bank
rate remains at the current 11.5%. That is the Commonwealth Savings Bapk
concessional home loan 'rate. This gradual escalation should be comfortably
accommodated in the family budget if CPI increases in salary average 5% per
annum as calculated by the federal government in the currently negotiated
Commonwealth States Housing Agreement.
Patient Care Committee
Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH
Can he advise approximately how many times the Patient Care Committee has
met since it was established for ,the Royal Darwin Hospital in September last
year, how many complaInts it has dealt with and whether or not the government
established similar committees in other Territory hospitals?
,)

ANSWER
The Patient Care Committee was set up last year with a variety, of people
from within the health infrastructure of the hospital and there are only a
couple of people from the private sector involved in that committee. It was
proven early in the piece that the committee was not really working. It may
have been a little fop heavy with public servants. After several discussions
with the Secretary of the Department of Health, we decided that we would change
the composition of the committee. Only just recently I received a briefing from
the department advising me that the Patient Care Committee now has been reduced
from about 5 or 6 people down to about 30f which 2 people are from the private
sector. In fact, they are probably representatives on the Royal Darwin
Hospital Management Board.
It is the intention of the government to provide other hospitals within
the Northern Territory with ,patient care committees. We will do that once we
have been able to formulate the procedures in a more precise manner than the
previous setup that was offloaded.
With regard to the number of complaints,unfortunately I am unable to .
provide the honourable member with that information. However, I will endeavour
to obtain it in the next couple of days and provide it in the course of tpis
sittings. If I am unable to do that, I will correspond with the member and
advise him on the remaining part of the question.
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Community College of Central Australia
Mr VALE to ,MINISTER for EDUCATION
Can he advise when the Community College of Central Australia will be
completely transferred to its new location in the eastern suburbs of Alice
Springs and, further, to what use will the old buildings be put?
ANSWER
Before we can move from one point to another, we must have the building
completed. Stage 2 of the Community College of central Australia is due for
completion in March 1985. It is hoped that that move from Anzac Hill will take
place during the period March-April of that year. The future use of the Anzac
Hill campus is one that is under consideration. I think that we have to take
into account the overall requirements of Alice Springs generally, in
particular in terms of the future enrolments of children in that particular
area and in relation to the likely needs of TAFE and the secondary sectors of
that particular community. At this stage, it is anticipated that stage 2 will
be completed in March, and that the move from Anzac Hill to the Sadadeen area
will take place between March and ApriL I will endeavour to keep honourable
members informed of the progress.
Casino Employees
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
In view of the fact that, since the negotiations have commenced;for the
takeover of Federal Hotels casinos, absoluteiy no information or assurances
whatsoever about their future employment have been given to the 500-plus
employees of Federal Hotels in the Northern Territory, can the Chief Minister
advise the Assembly if such assurances can be given by the government that the
future employment of these 500 people will be guaranteed? . further, is this
matter being discussed in the negotiations that are taking place with the people
who will be acquiring the casinos?
ANSWER
The honourable Leader of the Opposition is of course quite incorrect when
he says that no assurances. have.been given to staff of the casinos in relation
to their continued employment. The Leader of the Opposition should refer to the
press releases that were put out, in particular 'the one that :[ put out jointly
with Mr Greg Farrell. Mr Farrell indicated that he believed that the project
that the government was proposing, which required the incorporation of the
casinos and the sale of the' casinos by Federal Hotels, was in the best interests,
of the Northern Territory and the people of the Territory. I do not have the
documents in front of me but I am quite sure that, in a press release that I put
out on or about 16 April, whether 'with or without Mr Farrell, as·gurances were
given in relation to the continued,employment of all but, as I understand it,
select executive staff of the casino. Those assurances still stand. Indeed, I
understand that Mr John Haddad, the General Manager of -the Federal Hotels group,
from whom we have heard considerably lately, had a meeting with all the staff of
the Darwin and Alice Springs casinos in those respective places and passed on
the assurances that had been given in relation to the continued employment of
the staff. I do understand, however,-that there have been transfers of some
staff by Federal Hotels to their other casino properties. I certainly would not
want to comment on the reasons for those transfers. In any event, I can assure
you that the prop,osed operators of the casinos will be most reliant on securing
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the continuing services of the vast bulk of the staff of the Darwin and Alice
Springs properties. It stands to reason. I would imagine that the reason for
the honourable Leader of the Opposition's que,stion is simply to try to spread
further panic and misinformation.
Mr B. Collins: I have just been told the acquisition is going through
today. That is the reason for the question. Are you going to hide it in the
budget?
Mr EVERINGHAM: Mr Speaker, my assurances are on the record. As I
understand, although the bill will go through to its second reading today, the
committee stage may possibly have to be 'taken later. I understand that the bill
itself provides that the actual date of acquisition is not the date of passage.
I cannot understand why the Leader of the Opposition seems to be in such a flap
about this matter. He should have referred to the document for any evidence.
It was quite readily available to him.
Federal Hotels Casinos (Compensation) Bill
Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
Could he advise when his bill will be getting passage through this
Assembly?
ANSWER
No answer. given.
Residential Land in Timber Creek
Mr
, McCARTHY to MINISTER for LANDS
Does the Department of Lands intend to provide serviced residential land
in Timber Creek to cater for a number of housing applications currently held by
the Housing Commission for the residents of that town?
ANSWER
Last week, I undertook to provide s.ome additional information for the
honourable member in relation to the land situation in Timber Creek. I am
advised that we do have a proposal intended to service 16 residential and 1
commercial lot in Timber Creek. The order of costs proVided at this stage by
the Department of Transport and Works is $1.345m of which $lm is to upgrade the
township's water supply. No 'doubt, that is an activity which will have to be
undertaken if the population of Timber Creek increases. Currently, negotiations
are in progress with the Northern Territory Housing Commission to rationalise
the level of servicing required at Timber Creek and other minor centres in the
Northern Territory. The following projections have been supplied by the
Northern Territory Housing Commission: in 1984 it would have liked 6 R1 blocks
and 1 R2 block capable of carrying 2 two-bedroom units; in 1985-86, a further
3 blocks; and, in 1986-87, 4 blocks and 1 allotment capable of carrying another
3 two-bedroom units.
Mr Speaker, part of the problem that has been highlighted in the
examination of land supply at Timber Creek is the provision of standard
services. In these fairly remote areas, most people, naturally, want to obtain
very large blocks and, of course, the larger a block of land, the greater the
cost of providing services to it. As I mentioned last week, at times we service
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blocks of land in the Territory at a cost in excess of $10 000 and sometimes
they return a few hundred ~ollars on the market because that is all the level of
demand can provide for. However, we have turned off land in the past in remote
areas despite the fact that it is uneconomical. I have asked the Department of
Lands for additional information in regard to Timber Creek with a view to
bringing the honourable meJllber for Victoria River and mys'elf completely up to
date on land matters in, tha,t area of the Territory.
Federal Hotels Casinos (Compensation) Bill
Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
In order to assist this Assembly to give some kind of scrutiny to a bill
which is being put through all stages at this sittings and to which 3 pages of
amendments were circulated only 10 minutes ago, when will the Federal Hotels
Casinos (Compensation) Bill. formerly named the Federal Hotels Casinos
,(Acquisition) Bill (Serial 68), be passing through its second reading and
committee stage during this sittings of the Legislative Assembly, and are there
any further amendments to it?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I understand that the proposal is that the second reading of
the bill will be taken today. However, the committee stage will be deferred
until at least tomorrow or perhaps the next day. As the Leader of the
Opposition would know, these decisions are flexible. It depends on whether
additional amendments come to light that are required by the government or
whether Federal Hotels will propose amendments which the government is prepared
to accept. We ~ave had communications with Federal Hotels on this piece of
legislation and information will be provided tome today concerning suggestions
which it has in regard to the bill before the Assembiy.
Government Employees Sales Scheme
Mr COULTER to MINISTER for HOUSING
Is it a fact that current public servants continue to have the opportunity
to apply for loans under the government employees sales scheme until the end of
December 1,986?
ANSWER
Current public servants do have until 31 December 1986 to apply for a loan
under the government employees sales scheme. The reason for continuing to allow
applications under a sunset clause of over 2 years is to ensure that no publi~
servant currently employed by the Northern Territory government will be denied
the opportunity to apply for a government employees sales scheme loan. In this
housing scheme, it is the government's intention not only to 'house public
servants but to house them in a residence of their own choice.
Aboriginal Community Health Services
Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH
Is he aware that his department has refused to allow Aboriginal community
controlled health services in the southern part of the Territory to have their
minor repairs to medical equipment done in the department's workshops? Can he
assure this Assembly that this petty but extremely annoying denial will be
lifted and there will be a return to the good old days of mutual cooperation?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker; I am not aware of any such practices happening in the Alice
Springs region. At .the same time, one must be aware of some of the private
health services that are operating in central Australia through the Aboriginal
Congress and community health organisations. I find i t a bit difficult to allow
a part of the private sector to~ be using Department of Health facilities.
However, I will find qut what is going on and advise the member if any changes
can be made to the current policy of the Department of Health.
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Health Surveyors in Alice Springs
Mr HANRAHAN to MINISTER for HEALTH
Is he aware of the depleted number of health surveyors in Alice Springs?
Will the problem be rectified and is the service planned to be devolved on the
Alice Springs Town Council?
ANSWER
'In October 1983, Cabinet approved that a preliminary offer be made to
existing local government authorities for the transfer of health survey powers
within municipal areas. This was done in December 1983. I am aware that the
'position in Alice Springs has deteriorated. We are short of health surveyors in
that area purely because the devolution of responsibility for health surveyors
to the council has taken somewhat longer than expected. Negotiations on
staffing levels and other associated costs have not been resolved by the local
government associations of the Northern Territory. Until that is resolved, the
position will remain unchanged. However, I have asked the Department of Health
to examine the possibility of putting a health surveyor in the Alice Springs
region until such time as the negotiations with local government are completed.
Casino Land Trust
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
The Treasurer stated this morntng on ABC radio: 'The land trust will be
responsible for the $220m development on Myilly Point'. Could the Chief
Minister advise the Assembly if the statement is correct or if it is still the
intention, ,as originally announced, that the land trust will only be responsible
for the acquisition of the current casino properties which will then be handed
over to a further consortium for the actual development to take place?
ANSWER
As I understand the arrangement, the land trust will certainly be the
ultimate developer of the whole project on Myilly Point.
Mr B.Collins:

This changes day by day.

Mr EVERINGHAM: Mr Speaker, i f the Leader of the Opposition will listen to
my answer rather than fill his ears with his own noise, I would be surprised if
even he could twist the interpretation of words to show it differently although he is a master at twisting interpretations., For instance, I said on
one radio interview that the projects at the old hospital site would be similar
to the Yulara project. He used that to refer to the Yulara financing when,
quite clearly, I was referring to the fact that it would be a self-contained
style of resort with hote'ls, retail shops, a marina and all the rest of it. The
position is that the trust is being established. I might say at this stage that
I am prepared to name privately, on a basis of strict confidentiality, to the
Leader of the Opposition t"/le major Australian participant in the proposed trust.
That proposed participant is a publicly-listed company and certainly does not
want its part,icipation aired until such time as it feels itself in a position to
advise stock exchanges of 'its involvement in the whole project.
The position is that the land trust is being established firstly to acquire
the casinos. Through a development company, the trust· will then arrange for the
development of the Alice Springs and Darwin sites -the old hospital site and
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the site on the Alice Springs golf course. The trust will, as I understand it,
be taking an interest in these projects although it is certainly proposed to
float off elements of the project on the'hospital site. One of the motels is to
be a condominium-style hotel, as is the hotel at Alice Springs. The sale of
these condominium units obviously will mean that the trust will only retain such
of that element as it wishes to. In any event, the trust is the key to the
whole operation. I fail to see the part'icul,ar point of the Leader of the
Opposition's question other than that he appears to be trying to obfuscate the
whole position. It certainly is a complex legal position and, as I have said
all along, it is subject to negotiation between the ~arties. These things
certainly do change. The position is not helped by the Leader of the Opposition
who seems to have embarked on a campaign of attempting, as best he can, to
deliberately misunderstand the position and to attempt to deliver misinformation
to people in the community.
Reporting of the Budget
Mr DALE to TREAS,URER
Could he. advise i f the budget reporting in the Northern Territory has been
an accurate reflection of the details contained in the budget introduced,
yesterday?
Mr SPEAKER:

The question is out of order.
Women's Register

Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
Did Cabinet reject a recommendation from the Women's Advisory Council that
the Northern ,Territo,ry government establish a women's register and, if so, why?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, Cabinet did reject a recommendation from the Women's Advisory
Council that a register of women be established in relation to appointment to
statutory authorities. The reason that the establishment of the register was
rejected was that, at the same time, Cabinet endorsed a policy that all
vacancies on statutory authorities should be advertised and that women as well
as men should be encouraged to apply for such positions. I direct the member
for MacDonnell's attention to appointments to statutory authorities in the
Northern Territory. I would suggest 'that he look at the composition of
statutory authorities such as the Road Safety Council and the hospital boards
throughout the Northern Territory and recent appointments to other major
statutory authorities where the government has shown its bona fides in this
matter without the necessity ~or establishing a register which, in our view,
would not serve any particular purpose. It may well be that people would seek
to place their names on the register who had no suitability for any particular
position but would feel, if they were passed over from time to time, that they
were being discriminated against.
The government feels it is far better to have a positive policy of
appointing women to statutory authorities. We are certainly trying to reflect
the proportion of the female population on statutory authorities. What we want
are the best-qualified people for the statutory authorities. We believe that
there are plenty of well-qualified women in the community and that we will get
those women to apply through advertising and through direct approaches. We do
not believe the establishment of a register in the Northern Territory would
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serve any good purpose at all. Inquiries in other states have shown that little
has been gained by the establishment of a register other than a sop to the
women's activist groups. The registers have been· used to keep women quiet
rather than to appoint women to statutory authorities. This government is
appointing women and I suggest the member for MacDonnell have a look in the
Gazette from time to time.
Public Forum on Fishing Industry
Mr COULTER. to

MIN~STER

for PRIMARY PRODUCTION

Recently, I asked for a public forum on the fishing industry.
inform the Assembly of any moves to have such a forum?

Can 4e

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, by way of background to the need for a forum to discuss
offshore fishing operations in Northern Territory waters, I would like to bring
to the Assembly',s attention that the constitutional position and involvement of
the Territory in offshore fishing really finishes at the 3-mile limit. The
Commonwealth has the constitutional jurisdiction from that point on. Mr Speaker,
as you and I would well know, you having been my predecessor, that the
Commonwealth role in administering the'offshore fishery is not exactly one of
great achievement. In fact., the long-running opposition that we had to
.
Commonwealth policies, particularly in the ,prawn fishery, has highlight.ed the
need for Northern Territory involvement in the adnlinistration of the offshore
fishery. Mr Speaker"you would be well aware that the state of the prawn
fishery is so parlous that we now have a total of about 300 licensed boats
looking for 17 000 t of prawns a year to maintain their financial survival when
in fact boats have taken 4000 t to 7000 t out of the fishery and have done so
for 10 or 15 years. Only somebody short of mental powers would issue that
number of licences in a fishery. I do not blame the' existing federal government
even though it has not done much to solve the problem.
With that background, the advent of bilateral and joint venture fishing
interests in Northern Territory waters have been of some interest to me and, of
course, to many people in the industry. By way of explanation, . the bilateral
arrangement is simply a licensing agreement that ·the federal government has with
overseas companie~ or cQuntries for a right to enter into a fishery for' the
payment of an amount of money. There are certain things that the Australian
government expects to get back in terms of information about the fishery. Never
at any stage did that proposal entertain the possibility of the Australianisation
of the fishery. I t just allows other people to help themselves.,
The joint venture arrangement, which is maturing after a long period of
discussion, is an arrangement where, over a period of time, the foreign
interests move out of the fishery and enable the Australian interests to take a
larger share. In my view, the joint .venture is a much more satisfactory way 6f
managing the fishery because it gives us the most important thing we need to
know about the fishery; that is, exact information about the harvest. As I
said, the bilateral arrangement does not give us guaranteed information about
the harvesting approach that is being used by people in the fishery. We know
what they tell us. However, the Australianisation of the fishery means
Australian interests are involved in the financing, the operation and the
distribution of the cgtch and the return from the fishery. By that means, we
will be able to get a better measure of what the fishery can sustain in terms
of effort. Over a period of time, we should be able to manage it in a viable
manner.
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Mr Speaker, at this stage, I can say that the joint venture arrangements
that have been organised by 3 leading Northern ·Territory businessmen and a group
of Thai companies are in the ,final stages of assessment by the federal government
for operation in this fishery. My colleagues and I thoroughly support the
venture because it will achieve the ends that we were talking about. Members
would be aware that there has ,been some opposition from local people in the
community, including a prominent politician who seeks to get his name in the
press from time to time. That opposition is based on the fact that they do not
want foreigners in the fishery at all. If ever there was a flat-earth approach
to a problem, it is the one that is being adopted by these people. The,
bilateral people are in there going for ,their lives, doing what they like and
telling us what they want us to know. If an Australian wants to gain access
through a joint venture participation and seek partners to be in it with him,
then it is terrible and we should do all we canto stop it because we do not
want foreigners in the fishery. The logic of that does not ring true to me but
I guess it does to the people who are advancing the argument.
There is no doubt that the Minister for Primary Industries, John Kerin, is
a supporter of joint venture arrangements because he has already issued 2 joint
venture licences in Australian waters in recent months. They would appear to be
very good proposals. To overcome the resistance 'at the local level-by people
whom I would regard as the vanguard of the flat-earth society in the Northern
Territory in this matter, I am prepared to accede to the honourable member's
request and establish a forum, along the lines of the B-TEC.forum that was held
recently, to bring people up to date with the latest technology and details of
the proposals that are being advanced. The people we would like to see
participating in the forum are most certainly the politicians who have had most
to say about it and who feel the proposal is unworthy of development in the
Territory. We would like the local fishermen, who see their livelihoods being
threatened,to give us an example of how that is likely to happen given the
mechanics of the joint venture proposal. We would like the federal Department
of Primary Industries to allow' its fisheries officers to participate because
they are -involved. We would like Western Australian and Queensland fisheries
officers, who already are administrators in joint venture arrangements, to join
in so that we can gain the benefit of their knowledge. Certainly, we would like
participation from members of CSIRO who have a vast experience in the offshore
fisheries in the southern states of Australia and who are showing some interest
in the northern fishery. Certainly, we would like those members of CSIRO who
could contribute to come to the forum and give us the benefit of their views.
It is also important that the Darwin participants in the joint venture and the
Thai businessmen who see an opportunity to establish relations in Australia
should come too.
Mr Speaker, the Northern Territory Department of Primary Production and its
fisheries people are manoeuvring now to have the forum organised. I am sure the
honourable member for Berrimah will be a leading participant because he has .had
the opport~nity of travelling to Thailand to see what the joint ventures are all
about. I would hope that this forum can come to pass at a very early time, so
that any of the concern in the community that has been expressed can be put
aside and fears allayed by virtue of people understanding exactly what joint
ventures are all about. I would conclude my remarks by saying that, if anybody
can demonstrate to me the logic of having foreign fishing vessels in Northern
Territory waters unsupervised, taking what they like, when they like and doing
what they like, for an annual fee, and argue with me that that is abetter
proposition than a Joint venture arrangement with A~stralian companies,-then I
would very much like to hear the logic behind that proposition.
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Casinos in the ,NT
Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
The 'Chief Minister, when he first announced the casino operation, stated
that the government would not be putting a penny into it. Could the Treasurer
explain to the Assembly the extent of what appears to be a $1.5m gift revealed
in the budget papers yesterday? Could he advise the Assembly of the exact
percentage of this tax holiday which is being offered to the new casino
operators and the length of time this tax holiday will be applied?
ANSWER
The Leader of the Opposition is making a similar mistake to the one a
number of other commentators on the budget have made over the last day of so.
He is saying that the smaller amount of revenue which will be derived in the
forthcoming year from casino taxes is somehow a gift to the casino operators.
The further proposition has been put by a number of commentators that the
increase in tax on tobacco and alcohol has been introduced to make up for that.
That is the sort,of juvenile nonsense that we are coming to expect from people
like the ABC journalists who made this very point on Territory Extra this
morning. It could be said that the increased revenue coming to the government
from any number of state taxation areas, such as stamp duty, payroll tax, mining
royalties or motor vehicle registration, could be the extra money that the
government needs to cover the tax lost from casinos.
, Mr B. Collins:
got a tax holiday.

This is the tax holiday and you reckon that you have not

Mr PERRON: If the Leader of the Opposition, for the first time in his
life, would like to pipe down for, a few seconds, he might get an answer to his
question. He just cannot help himself. After a, few more years in the Assembly,
maybe he will.
Mr B. Collins:
Mr PERRON:
Mr SPEAKER:

Answer the question.

Keep it up.
Order!

Mr PERRON: Mr Speaker, the arrangements that we propose to enter into with
new owners and operators of the casinos in due course will be on a basis of a
completely restructured taxation syst'em which, in the short term, will return a
lesser sum to the Northern Territory than has been the,case in the past. In the
longer term, the project will return very substantially increased revenue to the
Northern Territory. This government has never said that the proposal to
establish ca~inos in the Territory was put forward as a basis for increasing
reVenue for the Territory. The casino taxes that we have obtained in the past
have been only a peripheral benefit from having casinos. The reason for
bringing them here was to upgrade to a very high standard the level of services
provided for tourists, to add to the Territory's man-made attractions and,to try
to assist tourism generally. The amount of money that has been contributed by
casinos each year, relative to the size of our budget, has ,been insignificant.
With the casino operations and our new tourist development plans , we aim to make
Darwin an internationally competitive gaming area. Obviously, this requires the
securing of respected, ,international operators who have a capacity to provide a
level of service that the sophisticated international casino market requires.
In order to achieve that, 'there must be many changes to the existing system.
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The proposal that we will be entering into in the ,near future provides for a
2-stage tax structure. It is quite different from the existing one. It is
anticipated that, for the first couple of years, there will be a reduction in
revenue that would not have been the case had there been no change. Thereafter,
there will be significant increase to the Territory government revenue as a
result of the new arrangement.
Any suggestions of a t~x holiday are simply nonsense. If the opposition
wants to use that term correctly, it should ,be referring to the tax holiday that
was given to Federal Hotels in last year's budget or the one before when the
government decided that, for a 12-month period, the taxation rate for casinos
would be reduced from 15% to 5%. Part of that arrangement was that Federal
Hotels would fulfil its undertaking to take up additional land in Alice Springs
adjacent to the existing casino and build additional accommodation units. It
took the tax concession of 10% for 12 months but we did not get the
accommodation. If one looks at the history of Federal'Hotels in Tasmania, one
wonders whether similar things are occurring there. A few years ago, the only
casino in Tasmania was returning about $2m in taxation per year. Tasmania now
has 2 casinos, an extra'100 000 visitors per year, an ip.crease of 40 000 in
population and yet it is receiving only $3m in taxation from the casinos.
Perhaps the Tasmanian government might care to have a look at the past
operations of casinos and see if it can improve them as we are doing.
Arltunga Road
Mr VALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
In view 6f the restoration work presently being undertaken at Arltunga by
the Conservation Commission, will consideration be given to upgrading the access
road to Arltunga from the Ross Highway and, if so, when could works commence?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it is the government's intention to complete the access road
redevelopment to coincide with the completion of the internal work at Arltunga.
One would assume that that would occur in about 1986-87 subject to normal
budgetary considerations.
Casinos in the NT
Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
I refer to his previous answer which referred to a short-term decrease in
casino tax in exchange for a longer-term increase. Could he explain to this
Assembly, as it is entitled to know, the precise terms in which he described the
tax holiday to Federal Hotels, the percentage of gaming taxes that will be
levied in what we now know will be stage 1 of the taxation levy on the new
operators and the percentage of gaming taxes that will be levied in stage 2?
Could he'also advise how long stage 1 wili operate and when stage 2 will begin?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I cannot provide those details for the honourable member at
this time.
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Roads in Victoria River Electorate
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Mr Speaker, yesterday in the budget speech, the Treasurer mentioned' that
there would be some upgrading of the Cox Peninsula Road. Can the Minister for
Transport and Works ouline what likelihood there is of major improvements to the
Daly River, Wooliana and Cox Peni.nsula Roads in the iinmediate or short-term
future?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member has accurately described the locations of
the proposed upgrading works in that area. The works extend from Daly River
Road to Wooliana and Cox Peninsula Koads and will occur in the very near future.
Apart from repairing damaged causeways on the Wooliana Road, work will be
undertaken to make good the worst sections of this road between Bamboo and
Brown's Creeks this year.
Tabling of Reports
Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH
I remind the minister that 2 reports will be outstanding at the end of
August. Can he give an assurance to this Assembly that these reports will not
be further delayed? I refer to the review into psychiatric services which, in
his press release of 22 June, he promised by the end of August and the final
report on the problems of alcoholism in Tennant Creek which he said in the last
sittings would-be available .in August.
ANSWER
I would remind the honourable member that he still has not returned the
copy of the draft report on alcoholism in Tennant Creek.
Mr.Ede:

I have.

Mr DONDAS:
Mr Ede:

I have not seen it.

I returned it by registered mail because I knew you would say

that.
Mr DONDAS: At this stage, I have not received a copy of the draft report
that I gave to him under the strictest confidence. He now tells me that it has
been sent by registered mail. I will be able to' take that up with my office
when I get over there later today. It may be the subject of an adjournment
debate but we shall wait and see. The report will be ready in August. Today is
only 29 August.
To answer the first part of the question, I issued a press release to say
that there was a gentleman coming from South Australia to review our psychiatric
services and, hopefully, he would report to me by the end of this month. When
that statement was made, I was of the firm opinion that he would be arriving
almost immediately. The.member for Stuart has had a briefing with the
Secretary of the Department of Health. He is probably well aware of the latest
developments regarding the report on psychiatric services. Dr Spragg is
evaluating the services. In fact, I signed a letter only this morning informing
the member for Stuart that the gentleman in question will be in Alice Springs
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from today onwards. He may care to have a talk to him whilst he is in Alice
Springs. The important thirlg is that Dr Spragg has arrived. He is evaluating
the services that are being provided at the moment and, hopefully, will be in a
position in the middle of September to finalise his report. Thehonourable
member would be aware that the government is considering the installation of
halfway psychiatric establishments in Darwin and Alice Springs: In Alice
Springs at the moment we are setting up a facility in the hospital grounds.
Hopefully, it will be operating in the very. near future. Regarding the halfway
houses, we are investigating the possibility of encouraging private enterprise
to become involved in those operations.
Mr Speaker, things are being done in the area. The member for Stuart had
a briefing from the department only this week or late last week. He is aware of
what is going on. Once Dr Spragg has provided the department with his
evaluations, there will be discussions with the Secretary of the Department of
Health. If there is to be any drastic change made in our direction, I would on
only be too pleased to take it to my Cabinet colleagues for consideration.
Board of Studies
Mr HATTON to MINISTER for EDUCATION
I remind the minister that legislation was passed earlier this year to
enable the development of a board of studies. Could he advise what stage of
development the creation of that board has reached?
ANSWER
The legislation to set up that board of studies was passed through this
Assembly in March this year. Unfortunately, there was some delay in setting up
the board of studies. The main concern was that, although we had passed the
amendments, and we had regulations referring to prescribed or~nisations,
unfortunately we did not have any prescribed organisations. Regulations had to
be drafted to prescribe those organisations. I am able to inform the member for
Nightcliff that the amendment ~as now been gazetted. I understand that
invitations have been called for positions on the board of studies and that the
board of studies should be in place by the end of September.
Casinos in the NT
Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
Could he advise this Assembly of the full extent of the financial
assistance that will be offered by the Northern Territory government, by way of
tax relief or by any other method, to the casino land trust during the financial
year covered by the budget presented yesterday?
ANSWER
As the Chief Minister mentioned to the honourable member a number of times
during the course of this sittings - although, obviously, he has a great deal of
difficulty being quiet for long enough to listen to the message - detafls.of the
final structure of ownership and operation of the casinos .and the very involved
'structure which will lead to the new ownership and the construction of very
extensive tourist accommodation facilities in the Northern Territory will be
released as soon as they can be in the near future. At present, it is quite
inappropriate for those details to be released. The Chief Minister has
undertaken to give the. Leader of the Opposition some information privately and
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confidentially. If he accepts that offer, he will probably understand why the
information cannot be released publicly at this time. It would be quite
inappropriate to do so. The legislative provisions before this Assembly,
including the changes to the Casino Licence and Control Act which were
introduced at the last sittings, will provide that the complete details of any
new agreement entered into between the government and new operators will be
tabled in this Assembly within 3 days. The agreements themselves will be tabled
and honourable members will have all the information they require at the
appropriate time.
Gyrocompass at Alice Springs High School
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for HEALTH
How dangerous was the gyrocompass found recently at the Alice Springs High
School?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I had had some forewarning of this question. I understand that
the honourable member asking the question was the owner of the gyrocompass and
he left it at the school on his departure many years ago. However, the
important thing is that the radiation dose rates were not measurable. If
somebody were to sit almost on top of it for 24 hours-a-day, 7 days-a-week, it
still would not reach the dose limit as set down in the Radiation Safety Control
Act. I am unable to say that the honourable member will get the gyrocompass
back as I understand it will be kept in Darwin. The honourable member maybe
able to take that up with the Department of Health. I can advise him that the
gyrocompass was not dangerous to teachers, pupils or other people at the Alice
Springs High School although the device contained a small amount of radium in
the luminous paint on its dial. I issued a press release on 25 August 1984
saying that, as far as the Department'of Health is concerned, the device was not
harmful td people and there was no cause for alarm. I h~pe the honourable
member will rest easy now in the knowledge it has not caused any grave problems
at the Alice Springs High School.
Construction of Housing Commission Houses
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for HOUSING
Is it a fact that the Housing Commission will construct fewer houses for
the general public and public servants this financial year compared to the last
financial year?
ANSWER
. Mr Speaker, the honourable member should know that there is 1 housing list
now. The 2 housing lists are no longer in effect. Public servants and the
general' public are on 1 housing list. The Housing Commission is very conscious
of the need to support the building industry in the Northern Territory. It is
very conscious of the need to house people who come to the Northern Territory.
I think the commission can stand on its merits in this regard and any housing
undertaken during the current year will be done in full consultation with
rele:vant\ government departments, the general public and those organisations
within the public and private sectors which have a need for housing. In doing
this, the whole housing situation will be kept under review during the year so
that the housing needs of people in the Northern Territory are kept well to the
fore at all times.
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Funding for Yarra1in Community
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
A few days ago, a question was asked about the handover of land at Yarra1in.
What level of funding is to be provid~d for the Yarra1in community in this
year's budget and how does it compare with funding in previous years?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, Yarra1in is an Aboriginal community which is situated on
Victoria River Downs Station. It is situated over 400 km by road south-west of
Katherine. It has a population of about 120 and there have been considerable
difficulties with the tenure of the land on which the community is situated. I
believe that this will be rectified in the near future when freehold title over
an excision from the station will be granted to the community, as the Chief
Minister mentioned earlier in this sittings. Because of the lack of land tenure,
government funding to that particular community has been restricted. However,
during 1983-84, the following capital works were carried out at a cost of
$148 000: a minor powerhouse, 4 toilets, solar street lights, a supp1emeI).tary
water supply from the Wickham River, upgrading of the creek crossing on the
access road, a rubbish dump and repairs to existing laundry and shower buildings.
In addition, some $11 000 was provided for wages, fuel and some materials to
carry out municipal-type functions such as the cleaning of pub1'ic buildings and
garbage disposal. In total, $159 000 was expended in 1983-84. In 1984-85, it
is planned to drill and equip bores, install hot water systems, construct a
further shower block, upgrade and gravel the airstrip and, some of the internal
roads. That is expected to cost in excess of $150 000. In addition, it is
estimated that a further $34000 will be needed for fuel, wages and materials' to
carry out municipal-type functions. Thus, a total of $184 000 will be expended
there during this financial year. As well as 'that expenditure by the Territory
government, I have been informed that some $250 000 will be expended on CEP
programs at the Yarra1in community. In effect, $400 000 will be spent this year
compared with $159000 last year.
Alice Springs Students Attending Darwin Community College
Mr D. W.. COLLINS to MINISTER of EDUCATION
Is he aware that Alice Springs students returned to Darwin Community
College one week earlier than they needed to because they were not advised of a
change in the starting date and that this caused a great deal of annoyance and
loss of face by the community college asa result?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am not aware of that. In putting out its handbook,the Darwin
Community College would have. to go to press several months before the start of
the academic year. If subsequent alterations were made to the dates shown in
that handbook, it would be reasonable to expect that something of this nature
might occur. My understanding is that, if there is a mistake in the printing of
the handbook with regard to a date"the community college notifies the students
who are affected by that change. I t is a problem that could be expected,with
anybody who publishes a handbook the size of·that published by the community _
college. I take on board the points that the honourable member has made. If
he would care to write me a letter about it, I will examine the matter further.
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Impact of Lead Free Petrol on NT
Mr HANRAHAN to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
What impact will the planned introduction of lead-free petrol into
Australia have on the Northern Territory?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the introduction of lead~free petrol into Australia has to-be
one of the greatest confidence tricks that has ever been played on those people
who live outside of Sydney and Melbourne. In fact, I think it will bring very
punitive costs and some dislocation to people outside of those areas. In the
last years of the 1970s, Sydney was suffering from major doses of air pollution.
It was proposed that the best way to solve Sydney's problem was to stop burning
off rubbish and to stop putting leaded petrol in cars. In both Sydney and
Melbourne, ministers for conservation and for transport led a concerted effort
over a period of years to ensure that Australia introduced lead-free petrol so
that every day in Sydney and Melbourne was totally pollution-free. I guess that
is not an unreasonable position for them to take, given that they were the only
people who would be affected. They really had the tiger by the tail and were
able to tame the tiger by virtue of the fact that the manufacturers of motor
vehicles and the major sales areas for those vehicles are in Sydney and
Helbourne. There was very little that the manufacturers could do to buck any
directions that the state governments brought down in relation to environmental
controls on motor vehicles.
Experience throughout the world has shown that lead-free petrol can be
distributed throughout various areas in any country. What it boils down to is
that the consumer pays. Experience has also shown that the petrol companies
would not be slow in tacKing a little bit on top for themselves when the
opportunity comes to provide this new service. Thus, there has been a fair
amount of collusion: 2 state governments who want to get rid of smog;
manufacturers who stood to gain a few extra bucks out of providing emission
controls; and the oil industry which will not waste any time in banging a cent
or two on top of the cost of the lead-free petrol to make it worth their while.
They have ,all the rest of us by the whatevers.
Mr Speaker, that is all very well for people in Sydney and Melbourne. The
problem is for people in the Territory, Queensland, Western Australia and South
Australia. We now have to introduce into the countryside a dual system of fuel
supply for people who happen to be running unleaded cars as well as leaded ones.
The introduction of unleaded cars will take place over a period of 5 or 10 years.
In that period, all the 'small retailers in the countryside will have to
introduce dual systems of fuel supply to COVer all the vehicles on the road.
Who do you reckon will pay? The tooth fairy? Mr Speaker, you and I and our
constituents will pay. And for what? So that Sydney can be completely
smog-free for 365 days of the year. Mr Speaker, my difficulty with the proposition is that it is something that'
will be foisted on all the-rural people, at grea;t expense to all concerned, for
the benefit of a few people. When I say 'a few', I mean about 20% of the
population. Given that that is the case, I do not think it is unreasonable that
that 20% of the population foot the bill for the rest of us. I can foreshadow
to honourable members that we will have a difficult period in the Northern
Territory, probably for 6 or 12 months, when not all outlets will have the dual
fuels available for consumers. We are setting a process in train at the moment
to make the local people aware of that. The Energy Council met last week and
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had an opportunity to spend some time with it. A matter of great concern to the
Northern Territory Energy Council is how this will impact on the Northern
Territory's tourist industry if not everybody in the Territory 1,s selling
lead-free petrol and all our visitors who will come up the south road in 1 or 2
years' time are driving cars with lead-free, anti-pollution gear on them. For
the benefit of the Tourist Commission and all those involved in the tourist
industry, we are preparing a method by which we believe we can overcome the
problem. The oil companies have set up a committee themselves to try to provide
to the people of the Territory a system by which both fuels can be made
available throughout the Territory because it is unthinkable that. we should have
a situation where both leaded and unleaded petrol are not available at the one
outlet. We need to address the issue of how that is to be effected in the
financial sense.
There is'no doubt in my mind that to service the occasional visitors who
may go to distant points such as Docker River and Hooker Creek will involve
considerable expense. It is not conceivable that the amount of petrol which
will be sold to them will pay for the d4al installations that will be needed.
We need to answer that pr9blem pretty quickly. Within this Assembly, we have
as many rural members as we have city members. In the major towns, we will be
fairly comfortable but, outside of those major towns, there will De some
problems. If honourable members have any particular areas of concern on which
they would like to obtain clarification, I wouid be pleased to hear from them.
I would ask that they do not wait until we are in the middle of this bun fight
to try to solve the problem. If they could look ahead, it would be greatly
appreciated.
~
Budget Allocations for Gardens Hill Development .
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
The 1982-83 budget allocated a sum of $611 000 for headworks at the Gardens
Hill development. However, the current budget indicates that there is an
unexpended authorisation of $466 000 out of that $611 000. Why has there been a
delay in spending this money and when can we expect that the money will be
spent?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, obviously I do not have such details before me. I will seek
the information and provide it to him during the course of this sittings.
Alice Springs Town Council Contribution to Araluen Complex
Mr VALE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Has the matter of the Alice Springs Town Council's financial contribution
towards the running of the Araluen arts complex yet been resolved and, if so,
c~uld he supply details?
.
ANSWER
I cannot, give any further information because,at this stage, the situation
has not been resolved. However, I can assure the member. for Braitling that
discussions will be continuing until some satisfactory finalisation is reached.
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001100 Station

Mr

B.

COLLINS to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION

In view of his statement yesterday that there will be no further expansion
of, the ADMA scheme, at ,least in the near, future, could he advise the Assembly.
what plans the government has for 001100 Station which was compulsorily acquired
from the Rixon family some years ago? Could he further advise if the g<;lvernment
intends to offer financial incentives or any other assistance for the current
ADMA farmers to diversify into cattle production?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the issue of expanding the ADMA operation on 001100 or anywhere
else certainly has not been addressed by me. The government's main concern at
the moment is to see the ADMA, farms become viable before we move on to releasing
additional land for agricultural cropping development. I foreshadow to the
Leader of the Opposition that I will be tabling a report on the ADMA scheme in a
few moments and I will make a few comments on it. He is quite welcome to take
the matter up from there at the next sittings and debate it if that is the .
opposition's wish. Mr Speaker, I have had several meetings with the ADMA
farmers in recent months and at no stage has anyone put to me that they ought to
be doing anything other than cropping on their land. They certainly have not
raised the prospect of grazing beef. If that possibility has been considered,
it is certainly not one I am aware of and I do not have any firm views on it. I
would be interested to talk to ~he farmers because the whole thrust of the ADMA
project is to prove that,we can bring our costs of production per acre down to a
level comparable with any other grain producer in the country. On that basis,
Northern Territory farmers could compete with the rest of the farming community
in Australia.
Mr Speaker, as you know, the most important thing about farming is not
whether we can grow a product or how much we can grow but whether we can grow it
at a price that will enable us to obtain a profit. Therefore, we need to bring
our production costs per acre down to a level that is comparable to that in the
rest of the country so that we can then maintain our position in the grain
market. I indicate to the honourable member that a bill will be introduced to
extend the life of ADMA. If, after a period of 10 years of intense and precise
farming activity, we establish that we can never bring our cost of production
down to anything comparable with the rest of Australia, that will leave us with
another decision in 5 years' time. The object of the exercise is to succeed and
it is our intention to give all the farmers as much support as we can to achieve
that objective.
Housing for Tindal Air Base
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for HOUSING
Now that the commitment has been made for the upgrading of the Tindal base
by the Commonwealth government, what actions are required by the Housing
Commission to meet the housing needs which will be generated by the project?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, prior to the final decision to proceed with the development of
the Tindal base, an EIS was prepared to ascertain the overall effect of the base
on.the total Katherine scene. This statement addressed the housing requirements
of the RAAF and civil personnel connected directly with development as well as
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the increase in the population of the town through natural growth. The
commission believes that the predictions contained within the EIS are somewhat
conservative and has held meetings with relevant Commonwealth and Territory
departments to discuss this issue. Although final decisions on who will build
off-base housing have not been made, it would appear that the recent announcement
of the upgrading of the Department of Administrative Services office in Darwin
to divisional status will be a catalyst for the Commonwealth to undertake these
works itself. An efficient option for the Housing Commission to incorporate
these residences within its program on an agency basis will be missed under such
a decision. This is rather a pity as the coordination and liaison achieved
between the Northern Territory government departments will not be able to be
fully utilised. Nevertheless, the Northern Territory Housing Commission will be
represented on the Katherine and Tindal relatedinfrastrucure program committee
established by the joint consultative committee on Tindal. This committee has
the following terms of reference: to facilitate the construction of essential
community services in Katherine, including the extension of services to Tindal
arising from the staged development of the Tindal RAAF base; and to identify any
social or environmental implications or other specific needs arising from
Katherine developmental proposals for consideration or, if appropriate,
referral to other working parties or agencies.
So far as the actual construction of houses is concerned, suffice it to say
that a greatly expanded program is being developed by the commission. The needs
will be constantly monitored and forward projections will be utilised for
coordinated development of essential residential land through the Departments of
Lands and Transport and Works. Mr Speaker, I would like to say that, because of
your great interest in this question, you will be kept fully informed of all
developments.

202 '

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

~

Thursday 30 August 1984

Taxation Arrangements for Casinos
Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
Will the percentage of gaming levies to be levied under the proposed stage
2 of the new taxation arrangements be. greater than the current level of 20%
levied in respect of the Darwin casino?
ANSWER
The system of collection and disbursement of revenues from g~ming will be
quite unrelated to the system as it stands today. Therefore, the question is
not strictly relevant. The 2 systems are not comparable.
Northern Territory Roads Program
Mr VALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
In view of the federal member's recent statement that an additional ·$2.7m
grant is being made to the Northern Territory for the acceleration of the Stuart
Highway upgrading program, can he assure the Assembly that this will result in
an overall acceleration of the Territory's road program?
ANSWER
When we heard the announcement of the additional $2.7m which was to be
allocated separately to the existing bicentennial roads program and states
grants program, we were quite plea~ed with that news. 'Honourable members will
be aware that the Territory has suffered considerable disadvantage as a result
of the Commonwealth minister's decision last year to delay programs on the
Stuart Highway for reasons which are perhaps best known to himself. We were
quite pleased to hear of the announcement. However, with budgets brought down
by the present federal government, one must look behind the facade. When a
detailed examination of the position was undertaken by my officers, we found
that we had been the victim of the thimble and pea trick, and quite a neat one
at that. The bid by the Northern Territory in respect of this year's rQads
grants, which based on ABRD figures would have been our just entitlement, would
have been in the order of $12.9m. Indeed, we were firmly of the view that this
was an agreed figure. It transpired that the actual sum granted to the Northern
Territory under that scheme was not $12.9m which.had been based on proper
calculations of the 2% levy - and not the indexed levy, just the 2% levy.- but
$10.7m. The Commonwealth has taken $2.2m off our ABRD entitlement and slipped
it into another slot and called it a grant of $2.7m. The net result of that is
the difference between $2.2m and $2.7m. That is the great acceleration-in the
Stuart Highway road program.
The honourable member did not ask the question only in relation to the
Stuart Highway. He referred to our general roads program. We were denied
access to a sum in excess of $2m last year as a result of these political
manoeuvrings and this attempt to make the pres~nt federal member appear in a
more rosy hue. If we were to examine that and add it to our just entitlement,
we should have received $13.6m this year. Therefore, not only has our capital
works program on the Stuart Highway been deferred effectively by a year, the
effect of all of this is to compound upon itself. The result has been very
simple. We have had to go to tender on the Stuart Highway projects - and indeed
on a number of other projects which come under the ABRD scheme - very late in
the financial year because of the deferral of payments. That means the ABRD
program funds of $10.7m will only be enough to cope with the revotes to which
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we are already committed. In effect, under the ABRD program, the Northern
Territory will have no new cash .commitments whatsoever this coming financial
year. It is worse than that. Because of having to tender late last year,and.
use all of our money for the cash component of the revote to pick up last year's
contracts, quite simply that means we will have to tender once again very late
in this financial year.. As you can see, Mr- Speaker, this manoeuvring and game
playing for the benefit of Mr Reeves is putting our entire roads program in
jeopardy and putting it behind.
The difficulties in trying to maintain the J:arget of 1986-87 will mean that
an enormous increase in expenditure will be required in the financial years
1986-87 and 1987-88. What effect does that have? If we have to complete the
program by the end of 1988, the only way it could be done is to have in those 2
financial years a massive increase in cash commitment to the program. What does
that do? It automatically super heats the market. It means that we bring more
contractors in and more people are employed from outside to work within the
roads industry. At the end of the bicentennial program .at the end of 1988, this
government will be accused of creating a coliapse in the roads construction
industry because, clearly, all of those people in the crash program to finalise
the project by the end ·of 1988 will no longer be needed. Not only has it
delayed the project; the inevitable consequences will be hardship at the end
tunnel.
Mr. Speaker, my officers and officers of the Commonwealth Department of
Transport will be having further discussions in the next couple of w~eks. We
will be putting to the Commonwealth the dire consequences in the longer term of
this sort of behaviour by the federal minister. I am quite sure that federal
officers would not want to see this persist. I hope that they can persuade him
as to the folly.of his attempts to make Mr.Reeves look good.
Working Party on School Bussing
Mr COULTER to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Will he provide access to the working parties on school bussing for
submissions from MLAs?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I would have thought that all members would be aware that
submissions from MLAs can go to the working parties at any time. There were ads
in the papers to the effect that submissions or comments are welcomed from any
person in the .community.
I might take the opportunity, Mr Speaker, to bring members up to date with
the progress being made in relation to the working parties. I have met with the
3 working p~rties in Alice Springs, Darwin and Nhulunbuy and, to date, things
s.eem to. be proceeding fairly smoothly. I am satisfied that the bussing policy
is in force at present. With that in mind, the department has forwarded to me
several options to' be passed onto. the working parties for consideration. I gave
approval/that those options be forwarded to the working parties provided that
the department was convinced that the school bussing policy was in place and
that there would not be any threat to the free bussing system. It has given me
that assurance. Those suggestions have been given to the working pa,rties and
comment has been made. What they decide to do from there is entirely up to the
working parties themselves. I believe that the options that have been put
forward warrant serious consideration. We are looking at the excess capacity
on buses and enabling children living within the 1.6 km feeder area of their
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school to pay for the use of that excess capacity. We are also looking at the
possibility of allowing students to use the buses 'to attend various after-school
activities such as horse-riding, football, ballet etc. These are reasonable
suggestions that have been put forward by the department. As I said, provided
that there is no threat to the free bussing of children who are entitled to it '
at present, I have no problem in accepting those proposals.
Mr Speaker, this has been an extremely emotional issue. I take the
opportunity also of thanking all the people in the community who have supported
or accepted that what w~ are trying to do is to ensure that we have the best
possible policy in relation to freedom of choice of school and a bussing system
whereby everyone has access to education. It is important that people realise
that access to education must be provided for everyone, no matter what their
economic circumstances are. If we are to enforce policy in this manner - and
it is not changing policy; it is enforcing policy - to keep a free .bussing
service in operation, .then that is what we have to do.
'Mr Speaker, if members have submissions for the working parties, they
should feel free to submit them and they can take the matter up with the working
parties themselves.
Alice Springs Prison Farm
Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Will he recite for this Assembly the latest episode in.the Alice Springs
prison farm saga?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, all I would like to say in relation to the so-called 'saga; of
the so-called 'prison farm'in Alice Springs is that, at this stage, there is no
prison farm in Alice Springs.
'
Mr Ede:

There has not been for 20 years.

MrMANZIE: I thank the member for Stuart for telling me that it is 20
years since there has been one there. At this stage, there is no intention to
commence a prison farm in Alice Springs and I think that this is where the review
of correctional services may 'be of some assistance. There will be a growth in
prisoner numbers if the situation in the Territory continues the way it has been
going over the last 5 years. The population is increasing .due to the efforts of
this government and we see no reason why it'will not continue to increase.
Unfortunately, as the population increases, the number of undesirable people in
it increases along with'it although the majority of people come here to
contribute to the Territory way of life. As a result of that obviously our
prisoner numbers will, increase and, accordingly,. we will have to look at the
provision of a prison farm in the southern part of the Territory. However, at
this stage, Mr Speaker, there is no intention to commence one and, until the
results of our review of correctional services is completed, I will not be in a
position to give the honourable member any information regarding the
commencement of the prison farm in the southern part of the Territory.
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Vandalism in Urban Schools
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Recent publicity indicates a significant rise in vandalism in urban schools
in 1984. Is there any evidence to support this view and, if so, what steps are
being taken to remedy the situation?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, there have been reports of late suggesting that vandalism has
increased in schools. The department carried out a survey in May and June of
this year in schools in Alice Springs and Darwin and the results of that survey
indicated few schools were experiencing an increase in vandalism. In Darwin,
there were some schools which felt that vandalism was increasing: Casuarina High
School, Dripstone High School and 2 or 3 primary schools - I think: Wulagi,
Nakara and one other. It is worth noting that, where schools have caretakers or
people living on the premises, there is a marked reduction in vandalism at those
schools. In fact, it is the policy of the government at present to provide for
a janitor/caretaker flat when planning for high schools.
In answer to the question, while some schools may have experienced an
increase in vandalism, th~ overall situation in the urban areas of the Northern
Territory is that it has not 1ncreased. I might also say that vandalism in the
schools in the bush areas is very severe indeed. It costs the government a
tremendous sum each year to repair this damage. It is something that we are
looking at continually. However, there has not been an increase in vandalism in
urban schools.
Ilpapa Swamp
Mr HANRAHAN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Is it proposed to transport the excess effluent from the Alice Springs~
sewerage ponds by pipeline to another area to overcome the permanency of Ilpapa
Swamp and subsequent mosquito breeding?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, such a strategy is proposed for the Alice Springs region.
There are more benefits to be obtained than simply the removal of effluent
overflow into Ilpapa Swamp. The aquifer in the area near the existing sewerage
farm is also 'very permeable. As a result, it: is likely over a period of time
that that aquifer could be affected. So far 2 proposals have been put to the
government in relation to the establishment of an irrigated dairy farm for the
area using the treated effluent as an irrigation source. Given that the aquifer
is rather porous in that area, it is probably most unwise to establish such Ii
dairy farm irrigated from that source in the region of the recharge field. The
proposal is to run a pipe from the existing sewerage farm to the area,outside of
the aquifer or recharge area of the Roe Creek bore field and so avoid the
problem that the honourable member for Flynn raised - that is, the occasional
discharge into the Ilpapa Swamp with its inherent problems. In addition, it
would give us avery good opportunity to see the establishemnt of a dairy farm
in the Roe Creek area at long last.
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Nabalco Pty Ltd and NTEC
Mr LEO to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Was the decision by NTEC not to pursue Nabalco Pty Ltd ,under section 27 of
the Electricity Commission Act taken with his consent or knowledge and, if the
decision was taken with his consent, could he explain if his department normally
ignores the laws of the Northern Territory? If the decision was made without
his knowledge, will he investigate the matter?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it is extremely difficult to give an answer to that question
without giving a legal opinion. I say that in all sincerity. The minister
responsible for the operations of the Northern Territory Electricity Commission
has indicated that, at best, there is some doubt as to the status of the licence
held by Nabalco. It is far from clear and the only way to clear it up is to go
to court. I do not think it is necessary to do that for reasons I will give.
A judicial decision is really required to determine whether or not the licence
exists. The Northern Territory Electricity Commission is the only authority
that can terminate a licence of this kind. It has never terminated Nabalco's
licence. I really do not want to give an opinion but, arguably, the licence is
still on foot. What has ceased is not the licence but the agreement under the
licence in relation to the payment of subsidies. I do not have the
correspondence in front of me but Nabalco wrote to NTEC and indicated that, in
its view, that part of the agreement to the licence is no longer on foot.
Given that, under the Electricity Commission Act,' a licence is issued subject to
the agreements entered into between,the seller and the commisf;ion, the question
of whether or not the licence is still on foot is arguable. However, in my
opinion, it is not arguable .sufficiently to seek a judicial determination of it
by way of prosecution. Negotiations have been going on for some time between
NTEC and the joint venturers on the agreement component of the licence. That is
quite different from saying that it is selling without a licence.
POWer-stations and the Customs Act
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Is he aware that considerable savings can be made by the Northern Territory
Electricity Commission simply by licensing the Darwin, Katherine and Tennant
Creek power-stations in terms of the Customs Act?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member raised this matter with me the other day
and I had the opportunity to seek advice. The short answer is that NTEC stands
to make considerable savings in terms of the interest it could make on money
that would be available for placement in the short-term money market by changing
its current bonding arrangements with the Department of Customs and Excise. All
the oil that is imported for use by NTEC throughout the Northern Territory, and
it is a considerable amount, is bonded straight out of the store in Darwin and
then becomes a component on NTEC's books. NTEC has to pay the excise the moment
the product leaves the yard.
About a year ago, NTEC was advised that, i f it wished to change its bonding
arrangements by seeking bond storageOdeclarations for the major centres where
the product is held, it could have the product held in storage in Tennant Creek,
Katherine, Alice Springs and other major centres. The excise that we would have
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to pay would be paid when we took the product from the tank. When I raised this
with NTEC, it advised me that it, is aware of the matter but has not got around
to doing anything about it. NTEC will examine the matter further to see if some
quick arrangement can be arrived at with the Department of Customs and Excise so
that the bond arrangements can exist in other centres. We will then have less
money tied up in excise that has been paid perhaps 4 or 8 weeks prematurely.
That money could be used in the money market to accrue interest for the
commission. I thank the honourable member for raising the matter with me.
Karnte Hill in Alice Springs
Mr BELL to MINISTER for LANDS
I refer the minister to Karnte, a hill in Alice Springs that is the head
pad of a dreamtime woman and the community that has been living on vacant Crown
land in that vicinity for 5 years. Has he recently visited this community and
will he provide a lease for them?'
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the name that the honourable member used is not familiar to me
but I think it is the group I visited in Alice Springs with the honourable
member for Flynn. I had discussions with a group of Aboriginals on what is
currently Grown land about their wish for some land in the area. It was
interesting to note that most of the audience at the time were certainly not
Aboriginals who had been living in the area for some years. They were people
who came there for the purpose of the meeting. I think there were only 3 or 4
people who had been living there for some time. I pOinted out to the group at
the time and I point out to the member for MacDonnell now that no formal
application has ever been submitted for land in the area. This has been pointed
out to the people in writing. I do not think the group has been served very
well by some of the Aboriginal organisations in Alice Springs who are there, of
course, to assist Aboriginals in the best way they can. In addition to that,_
Mr Speaker, I informed the people concerned that the government has indeed •••
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honou~ab1e minister will resume his seat. If
there are any further interjections from the gallery, I will have ,it cleared.
Mr PERRON: Mr Speaker, I informed the people that the government is having
a great deal of difficulty in Alice Springs with' the conflicts that have arisen
between the goverriment's' responsibility ,to provide for further urban expansion
in Alice Springs and the applications by Aboriginal groups who, at present, are
squatting in areas around Alice Springs. The issue has been on our plate for
some years now. Significant areas of Alice Springs were proposeq for urban
development and are now seemingly unavailable to the Territory government.
Alice Springs is one of those little towns with very specific constraints on it
from a planning, point of view. It is picturesquely nestled in amongst mountain
ranges and there are limited areas for urban development, anyway. To have the
valley floors denied to government in its attempts to try to accommodate the
very rapidly expanding population in Alice Springs creates real difficulties.
It is the fastest growing area in the Northern Territory, I am p1eas'ed to say.
Claims have been made for what are generally termed Aboriginal living areas in
the town. These are areas of land primarily for Aboriginals ,from elsewhere in
central Australia who seek land in the vicinity of Alice Springs to live on when
they visit town. All that creates real difficulties. Until these types of
problems are resolved, I do not see that the government is in a position to
alienate further land around Alice Springs with any guarantee that some of it
may not be needed in ,the future for the exercise of normal government
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responsibilities to provide normal services to Alice Springs people, as is the
casein the rest of Australia.
Alice Springs Development Problems
Mr EDE to MINISTER for LANDS
I would ask him to detail to this Assembly which areas in Alice Springs
have been hindered illegally in their development by groups of Aboriginal
squatters?
ANSWER
The honourable member seeks information which, obviously, I ...
Mr Ede:

You just said it happens; you were convinced a minute ago.

Mr PERRON: Sure it happens. If the honourable member cares to relax for
just 5 seconds and listens for a change - and I know he has a great deal of
difficulty doing that - he might get an answer. There are a number of areas in
Alice Springs that the government had earmarked for urban development and,which
have been granted to Aboriginals as town living areas. As a result of that
action, hundreds of urban blocks of land have been forgone in the development
of Alice Springs. That is part of the reason for the existing shortfall of land
for ordinary urban development.
One of the areas in question is on the east side. Squatters have been
claiming that land for a considerable period. It is an area at the mouth of
what has been called the Sadadeen east valley. In that area, in years past, we
have proposed some 150 industrial blocks or 500 urban blocks. When the
surveyors walked into the valley to survey the area, they were ,stopped on the
grounds that the entire valley was a sacred site. The government's planning
process for that area ground to a very sudden halt. That was a serious blow to
the government's planning objectives in Alice 'Springs because the major arterial
road to Undoolya was planned to go through that valley. It has been denied to
the government ever since that time. It is interesting to note that, prior to
that time, the valley was cleared in writing by a group that presently holds a
town living lease at the mouth of Sadadeen east vall~y.
However, we must now find an alternative route to Undoolya, if indeed
Undoolya is to be the area where Alice Springs expands. One of the alternative
routes is an area which has been occupied by squatters for some years. They are
claiming ,a parcel of land not so much on the basis that it contains sacred
sites - although I think that has been suggested of late as well -,but so that
they can squat in Alice Springs. Clearly, i f we cannot go through the valley,
as we had planned to do, and instead must put a road alongside it, and people
there request 'that piece of'land too, there is a serious conflict which must be
resolved by negotiation. Over the past few years, officers from the Department
of Lands have done an excellent job in trying to build up rapport with
Aboriginal groups who live in Alice Springs. They have tried to explain to them
some of the difficulties thatthegovernrnent faces. The options for urban
expansion are not endless. The Department of Lands has been negotiating with
this particular group with a view to obtaining a road corridor in the vicinity
of the land being sought by the squatters.
Mr Ede:

You are talking a load of rubbish, Marshall. ,
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Mr PERRON: If the honourable member thinks he knows all about it, I wonder
why he asks any questions.
Mr Ede:

You are the. expert.
Trachoma Program in Central Australia

Mr VALE to MINISTER for HEALTH
Can he supply the Assembly with details of the current status of the
trachoma program in central Australia?
ANSWER
I had forewarning of this question from the member for Braitling. However,
I understand that the member for MacDonnell and also the member for Stuart have
an interest in this matter because I regularly receive letters from the member
for Stuart with regard to screening programs for tuberculosis and rubella. I
was quite sure that I would get a question very soon on the trachoma program. I
took the effort to prepare a statement. lt will only take a couple of minutes
of the Assembly's time. It is very important because the Department of Health
has certainly made giant steps in the training of Aboriginal health workers in
the Northern Territory. We have our Aboriginal he~lth institute which is
training workers in Katherine. We have now moved into the Alice Springs region.
We are also doing it in the Gave Peninsula area.
The important thing is that, through the efforts of the Aboriginal health
workers, the program for combating trachoma is certainly starting to work. The
member for Stuart would be aware of the problems that we had with the trachoma
program about 16 or 17 months ago. Funds were being expended in certain areas
but not to the satisfaction of the Commonwealth government or the Royal College
of Ophthalmology. Eventually, a Northern Territory Trachoma Eye Committee,
comprised predominantly of Aboriginals throughout the Northern Territory, was
set up. At the same time, the problem raised its head in Western Australia.
The Commonwealth government eventually ceased funding the Western Australian
trachoma program. But, because of the good work that was being carried out by
Aboriginal health workers in the Northern Territory, the program was allowed to
continue here and the trachoma committee was set up.
The committee
region. They have
communitie·s in the
part-time trachoma
doctors and nurses

has 2 senior Aboriginal health workers in the central ian
4-wheel-drive vehicles and are able to visit all the
region. They are supported by 4 health workers engaged in
diagnosis and teaching. Specialist ophthalmologists and
have been involved in training these health w·orkers.

Yesterday, I was asked a question by the honourable member for Braitling
regarding facilities for an additional ophthalmologist who has been recruited.
Over the past couple of years, we have been fortunate that the Royal College of
Ophthalmology has encouraged its members to visit the Territory 3 or 4 times a
year and these Specialists have been training Aboriginal health workers. The
second ophthalmplogist in the Alice Springs region will certainly enable further
training of the health workers in that region.
The program in central Australia is coordinated by the Alice Springs Health
Worker Training Unit and the supervisor is based in that area. It is well known
that poor hygiene, coupled with a dry arid environment, predisposes the
development of trachoma. There is on-site training of local Aboriginal health
workers who then become responsible for compliance with treatment. As far as
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possible, they are also charged with explaining the problems of the disease to
their communities and promoting hygiene. Follow-up visits are then scheduled to
monitor progress. There is constant encouragement and feedback of results from
the communities.
The Department of Health has also adopted a schools trachoma program where
all Aboriginal schoolchildren are to have oxytetracycline eye drops or ointment
instilled once a day for 5 consecutive days in each school month. The NT
Department of Health bears the financial responsibility forprov~s~on of eye
drops or ointment for the entire trachoma program. That is something that is
being examined very carefully by the states.
Mr Ede:

Most have rejected it.

Mr DONDAS:

That is not quite true.

The Royal College of Ophthalmology is providing us with the information to
proceed in that direction. The significant point is that we are trying to cover
the problem in schools and this has not been done for a long time.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
ACT House of Assembly' Committee
Mr SPEAKER: I draw the attention of honourable members to the presence in
the gallery of members of the ACT House of Assembly Standing Committee on
Transition to Self-Government. The committee is led by Mrs Maureen Horder, the
Minority Leader. On behalf of honourable memb~rs, I extend a warm welcome to
our distinguished visitors and hope that their stay in Darwin has been both
pleasant and fruitful. Honourable members are reminded of the kind invitation
of the committee 'issued to all members to attend a function today at the
Travelodge at 5.30 pm.
TIO Sale, of Katherine Sporting Complex
Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
Could he advise if the Territory Insurance Office has sold the Katherine
sporting complex and, if so, for what amount?
ANSWER
I have quite a long briefing here which I am happy to provide to the
honourable member. The answer will be a little shorter than the briefing note.
Unfortunately, the Territory Insurance Office h?s had to foreclose on the
mortgage it had over abuilding for which it lent money some years ago in
Katherine. The building has been for sale for at least a couple of years,
perhaps even longer. A sale has been negotiated between the TIO and a ,new
owner. It has not yet been finalised. Until that time, the purchaser is not
very keen on having the transaction details published. Therefore, I decline to
advise the Assembly and the public of the,figure involved. I am happy to pass
the information ona confidential basis to the Leader of the Opposition. One'
can understand that, until documents are signed, if such a figure were released,
then the 'transaction could be upset. I point out that all the legal processes
that were required in this foreclosure were gone through. It is an unfortunate
event. The building has been for sale for a long time. Now that a sale is
virtually concluded, it would be inappropriate for me to provide any more than
that.
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Aboriginal Housing
Hr McCARTHY to MINISTER for HOUSING
What role has the commission in the supply of housing for Aboriginal people
in settlements, missions and outstations?
ANSWER
The honourable member did give me prior notice that he would ask this
question so that I could do full justice to it. During the past 4 years,
Cabinet has endorsed consistently the principle that the provision of public'
housing in remote communities should be primarily the responsibility of the
Northern Territory government through the Northern Territory Housing Commission.
Prior to 1983-84, the Commonwealth government did not provide the Northern
Territory with the financial capacity to take on this responsibility and,
consequently, the Northern Territory Housing 'Commission continued to give
priority to housing in urban areas. In 1983-84, the Northern Territory received
a sum of $9.6m for Aboriginal housing. $4.3mof this was allocated to urban
Aboriginal housing, with $5.3m being allocated for Aboriginal communities,
outstations and small urban townships, resulting in construction of 270 houses
and shelters throughout the Territory.
In considering the supply of finance for Aboriginal housing and shelters,
need was the prime factor. This was taken into account in the distribution of
funding. An assessment was made by a working party consisting of
representatives from the Aboriginal Development Corporation, the Department of
Aboriginal Affairs, the Northern Territory Housing Commission and various
Northern Territory government departments. Cooperation has been excellent to'
date and 'the demonstrated results fully justify continuation of the present
arrangements.
A further $9.6m has been allocated to the Territory for Aboriginal housing
for 1984-85. Unfortunately, that represents a real reduction in funding when
inflationary factors are taken into account. Distribution of this money may
cause some reduction in actual accommodation unitssupp11ed when one considers
that the demand for housing in Aboriginal communities is increasing all the
time. Allocation of the same amount of money in actual, figures for 1984-85
will place some constraints on this program.
However, possibly the worst feature is the proposal by the federal
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs to remove the responsibility for Aboriginal
housing from the states and territories and to incorporate all programs under
the Canberra umbrella and his control. Apart ,from the loss of efficiency
through locally-based and coordinated groups being disbanded, a possible loss of
the excellent liaison which has been established is of grave concern to
everybody. As a result, I have authorised that a telex be sent to the federal
Minister for Housing and Construction seeking to preserve the existing
infrastructure and supporting the ,aims and achievements in Aboriginal housing
of the Northern Territory Housing Commission which, to date, are second to none.
Financial Arrangements for Development of Gardens Hill
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
Will he provide to the Assembly today the information he promised to
provide in the June sittings on the financial arrangements, including sale
price, loan arrangements and tender conditions, between the Housing Commission
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and Gardens Hill Development Pty Ltd for the erection of pensioner units at
Gardens Hill?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, if the honourable member spent a little more time in the
Assembly, he would have heard me provide the information that he has been
seeking in the adjournment debate yesterday. If he cares to refer to Hansard,
he will have it before him.
'
Planning Study for Nightcliff Area
Mr ,HATTON to MINISTER for LANDS
Further to the announcement in the last sittings of the proposed planning
study for the Nightcliff area, could he advise what developments there have been
in the formation of the planning study, when it is due to be commenced and "
whether there will be an opportunity for the publ~c to comment on any proposals
being put forward?
ANSWER
I am advised that 2 consultants have submitted proposals to undertake the
Nightcliff planning study which the honourable member has been pushing for.
Both of the proposals have been with the city council over the last week or so
for its input prior to the Department of,Lands selecting one of the consultants
to proceed with the work. I understand that the study will take until about
(
D~cember this year to assemble all the necessary information and for the,
consultant to, bring down what I understand will be a draft report in the first
instance. At that point, die document will be circulated. I will ensure that
the honourable member for Nightcliff is the first to receive a copy after myself.
He can then get the reactions of his constituents to the recommendations'in the
report.
Before any of his constituents become upset, I point out that the report is
a draft. It will not have been accepte'd by government at that stage. We will
wait for community input. We want the views of people on the future of
Nightcliff from· a planning point of view· and a traffic point of view. Following
that process, it will come back to 'government with recommendations for a final
report to be prepared which would then be adopted as planning policy for that
particular region in Darwin.
Sale of Electricity by Nabalco
Mr LEO to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
When will the terms and conditions by which Nabalco Pty Ltd is able to sell
electricity in the Northern Territory finally be negotiated or does NTEC
consider that these licences to sell electricity should be allowed to continue
in the abse,nce of such terms and conditions?
ANSWER
The honourable member must have been out of the Assembly when I answered
this question yesterday. There is a licence in existence and the terms and
conditions of the licence between Nabalco and NTEC are still a matter of legal
discussion. However, there is a determination on the part of both parties to
have terms and conditions and a licence that are satisfactory to enable Nabalco
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to sell power on behalf of the government. As soon as the negotiations with
Nabalco are complete, I will be only too pleased to let him have a copy of the
terms and conditions.
Inquiries into Hill Report
Mr COULTER to CHIEF MINISTER
Will the release, under the Freedom of Information Act, of working papers
enable the NT government to conduct further inquiries into the validity of and
the methodology employed in the Hill Report regarding the feasibility of the
Alice Springs to Darwin railway?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Minister for Transport and'Works has been handling the
correspondence with the federal Minister for Transport or perhaps it might be
the suspended-and-now-reinstated-Paddington-Bear Minister for Administrative
Services in relation to the release of these documents under the Freedom of
Information'Act. Since the Minister for Transport and Works has firsthand
knowledge of that correspondence with whichever federal minister it was, I think
it will probably be better if he answers this question.
Territorian Lottery No 3
Mr DALE to TREASURER
Was the Territorian lottery No 3 successful and what were the net proceeds
used for?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am pleased to advise honourable members that the third
Territorian lottery was a very big success as were those that preceded it.
Honourable members will be aware that it was with a little trepidation that the
Northern Territory government allowed the Racing and Gaming Commission to start
running Territory lotteries. However, to date, they have been a great success
although.we are still operating on a basis of 'let us see what we do next' after
each one. The third lottery was cranked up to a 75 000 ticket lottery at $5
each whereas the previous 2 were 50 000 ticket lotteries. It seems that demand
for tickets from interstate increased in the third lottery and we are very
pleased to see that. As honourable members are aware, the idea of having the
giant tickets, which are very attractively produced as tourist souvenirs, has
been a success and we will continue with that.
The surplus from the lottery was $80 000 and it was distributed to aged
persons organisations throughout the Northern Territory. There were 8 recipient
organisations: the Darwin Council on the Ageing, Alice Springs Council on the
Ageing, Katherine Council on the Ageing, the Rural Old Timers' Association, the
Darwin Pensioners Association, Tracy Lodge, the Tennant Creek Nursing Home and
the Tennant Creek Community Care Program. Those organisations received that
disbursement of $80 000 and I am sure that it was greatly appreciated hecause
it came as somewhat of a surprise. The government makes the decision each time
the lottery concludes as to what will be done with the proceeds. In all cases,
the funds are distributed to charitable or welfare organisations in the Northern
Territory, ensuring that the money we raise here certainly stays here, which is
not always the case when interstate lottery tickets are'sold in the Territory.
Territory lottery number 4 is planned for later on this year. Hopefully, it
will be as big a success as number 3.
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Bus Shelters
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Could he advise the Assembly what consideration is being given to the
provision of bus shelters and or seating for pensioners residing in Wagaman
Terrace, Wagaman?
ANSWER
We are negotiating currently with the council which happens to be the
custodian of that particular road. As soon as we get its clearance on the type
of bus shelter which is acceptable, it will be put in within the next couple of
weeks. On the question of bus shelters generally, we have a very ,large number
of requests from members of this place and from outside for bus shelters around
the streets of'Darwin. The government believes that it is a very good idea. We
have all observed the number of shelters which have been erected on the,bus
routes of Darwin. Certainly, we will be proceeding with that program. We are
trying to design a cheaper type of bus shelter in order to maximise the funds
available for this purpose.
Vegetarian Meals in Berrimah Prison
Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
If there is already provision to serve inmates of Berrimah Prison
vegetarian meals for religious and medical reasons, why cannot this be extended
'to other practising vegetarians so ,that they can receive the same meals?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I consider that the government has a responsibility to feed
prisoners nutritious meals and we are doing it under the guidance of the
Department of Health. We also have a policy of providing vegetarian meals to
those people who cannot .eat meat .on religious or medical grounds. However, the
department has no intention of varying the meals according to the whims of the
prisoners. If a prisoner is eating normal meals and then decides he wants to
become a vegetarian, I am afraid that the administrative procedures and the time
involved for the staff certainly does not warrant the provision of special
meals. If the prisoner so desires, he can remove the meat component from his
meal. The Department of Health has assured me that the nutritional value of the
vegetable component of the meal is far in excess of what is required for a
normal healthy intake of food. If people wish to be vegetarians by choice, they
have the ability to reject the meat component of their mea~s.
Drug and Alcohol Centre in Alice Springs
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for HEALTH
What is the situation regarding the proposed drug and alcohol house at
Schwarz Crescent in Alice Springs?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Drug and Alcohol Bureau has been proViding sobering-up
shelters in .the Northern Territory. In July 1983, a sobering-up centre was
opened in McLachlan Street with a pilot program. It proved to be quite
succe'ssful so arrangements were made to acquire premises in Alice Springs that
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would not create any problems within the community. A suitable premises was
identified in Schwarz Crescent. Discussions are taking place with the regional
committee of the Drug and Alcohol Bureau in Alice Springs. After a community
consultation process is finalised, the bureau will set up that particular
shelter. Hopefully, that will occur later this year.
Housing for Pine Creek
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for HOUSING
With the proposed development of gold m~n~ng at Pine Creek, what demands
will be placed on the Housing Commission to provide additional housing for the
expected increase in population?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the further development of gold m~n~ng at Pine Creek has been
judged to be a. viable_enterprise and it looks like being a lO-year program.
This has been proposed by Renison and Enterprise Mines that are proposed down
there. Various proposals have been made for housing in Pine Creek. At the
moment, I am not at liberty to say what these proposals are because Treasjlry
officials, together with Mines and Energy officials and company officials, are
discussing the whole package of the supply of housing and services -in Pine
Creek. However, there are proposals for housing mining personnel and
construction workers in temporary housing, in permanent housing and, in fact,
housing some of them in Katherine. All of these proposals are being examined.
The Northern Territory Housing Commission is more interest.ed in having
permanent accommodation built in Pine Creek. With the upgrading of the road
from Pine Creek to Jabiru, the importance of Pine Creek as a town centre will
increase. More people will remain there after the mine is finished. I do not
think that the mining intended by these 2 companies will be the end of mining
in Pine Creek. Any housing that is built in Pine Creek for these particular
venturers will be considered as long-term housing for Pine Creek.
Accelerated Christian' Education School
Mr SMITH to

MI~ISTER

for EDUCATION

What is the latest situation regarding the application for registration by
the Accelerated Christian Education School in Alice Springs?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the ACE school is still negotiating with the Department of
Education. Draft regulations in relation to the registration of non-government
schools have been circulated and comment is being sought from the community.
The department is satisfied at present that the steps being taken by the ACE
school are in compliance with the requirements of the department. When anything
further happens, I will keep the honourable member informed.

ANSWER TO QUESTION
Hill Inquiry
Mr ROBERTSON (Transport and Works)(byleave): Mr Speaker, I would like to
answer a question asked by the member for Berrimah. It is a shame that I do not
have a complete list of the chronological ord,er of letters in this Paddington
circus because it would really give us something to laugh about. Initially,
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there was a meeting held in the presence of the Prime Minister and Mr Morris.
Since the Hill inquiry meeting was held in the presence of Mr Morris, I
naturally assumed that, under the Freedom of Information Act, he would be the
correct person to write to. _However, by the time the letter reached Mr Morris,
it was understood that there was a state of confusion within _the Paddington
circus in Canberra. Mr Morris indicated tome by letter that he was not the
minister responsible for 'the administration of the Freedom of Information Act
but Mr Young, the Special Minister of State, was responsible. Rather than have
the Commonwealth come back in 6 months and indicate the reason it had not
provided' any information ,was that I had written to the wrong minister, we went
through the whole exercise again demanding under the Freedom of Information Act
the detailed evidence which we needed to prove or disprove the validity of the
Hill Report. A month or so later, we received a further letter from the
Commonwealth - from Mr Young or Mr Beazely - saying that we were right in the
first place and they were wrong. Finally, about a fortnight ago, we received a
letter from Mr Young giving the giddy information that they thought we required.
From memory, it was a I-page letter from the Bureau of Transport Economics
saying that the technique used by Mr Hill was valid, a few clippings from
Hansard and a few-press clippings. That was the information that they insulted
us with and on which they expected us to base a thorough and detailed
examination of the validity of the very in-depth report by Mr Hill. The answer
to the honourable member's question is we have no useful information whatsoever
but we shall not give up.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE - NOT ANSWERED BY 16 OCTOBER 1984

From 5 June 1984

Staffing - NTPS
25

Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
How many (a) Aboriginal, and (b) non-Aboriginal people are employed by
the Northern Territory Public Service, (c) at what levels are these
staff employed, and (d) how many are employed (i) on a full-time basis,
and (ii) employed on a short-term contractual basis?
Staffing - Department of Health

26

Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH, YOUTH, SPORT, RECREATION and ETHNIC AFFAIRS
How many (a) Aboriginal, and (b) non-Aboriginal people are employed by
the Department of Health, (c) at what levels are these staff employed,
and (d) how many are employed, (i) 'on a full-time basis, and (ii) employed on a short-term contractual basis?
Staffing - Department of Community Development

27

Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
How many (a) Aboriginal, and (b) non-Aboriginal people are employed by
the Department of Community Development, (c) at what levels are these
staff employed, and (d) how many are employed (i) on a full-time basis,
and (ii) on a short-term contractual basis?

From 13 June 1984

Christmas Island Trip
28

Mr EDE to DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER
1. What was the total cost in terms of salaries, fares, accommodation,
expenses, etc. of the trip you made to Christmas Island?
2. How will this benefit the administration of the Northern Territory?

,From 21 August 1984

Aboriginal Communities - Trade Based Training
37

Mr EDE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Given that a Vocational Training Commission working party started meeting
in December 1982 to examine and plan the introduction of trade based
training to Aboriginal communites, what trade based training is currently
being carried out and what is planned for 1985?

From 16 October 1984

Sports Travel Subsidy Scheme -Expenditure
39

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for HEALTH, YOUTH, SPORT, RECREATION and ETHNIC AFFAIRS
How much was spent on the SportsTravel Subsidy Scheme during 1983-84
financial year?
Advertising Cost - Housing Commission

40

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for HOUSING and CONSERVATION
1. What was the total cost of advertisements published under the name of
the Chairman of the Housing Commission in respect of the recently
announced changes to the Public Service Home Loans Scheme?
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2. What was the total cost of all other advertising (other than that
referred to in 1. above) in respect of the recently announced changes
to the Public Service Home Loans Scheme?
Health Problems - Photographic Dark Room
41

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
1. When was attention first drawn to the potential health problems
associated with the photographic darkroom in the Department of Mines
and Energy and what action was subsequently taken?
2. When were staff told to discontinue using the dark room facilities?
3. Since then, how many times has the dark roo~ been used and in what
circumstances?
4. Since use of the dark room was discontinued, how much photographic work
has had to be done by contractors or the Government Printing Office
and how much has this cost?
5. What steps have been taken in respect of the medical monitoring of the
staff using the dark room?
6. Are new dark room facilities being installed, if so,when will they
they be completed, how much will they cost, and what health precautions
will be incorporated?
Overseas trip - Deputy Chief Minister

42

Mr SMITH to DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER
In respect of the Deputy Chief Minister's recent overseas trip 1. Who accompanied him on the trip?
2. What was the total cost to the taxpayer (travel, accommodation, allowances, etc.) for all on the trip?
3. Will he be preparing a report in respect of the trip?
Gardens Hill Development - Housing Commission

43

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
1. How much will the Housing Commission pay for the pensioner units that
will be constructed in Stage 1 of the Gardens/Hill development?
2. When will the Housing Commission be taking over those units?
3. Who called for the tenders on the development?
, 4. What will be the developer's contribution to the upgrading of services
in the ~rea (referred to in the Minister's adjournment speech of
29 August 1984)?
5. What is the component of land cost in the total cost of $1.985-million
quoted by the Minister in his speech of 29 August 1984?
Aero-medical Contract

44

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for HEALTH, YOUTH, SPORT, RECREATION and ETHNIC AFFAIRS
1. Has the government approved an assignment of the aero-medical contract
from Northern Territory Aerial Work to Air North, if so, on what conditions was the assignment approved, if not, when is it expected to be
considered?
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2. Was Northern Territory Aerial Work asked to surrender the contract
rather than assign it, if not, why not?
3. Is there a financial advantage to Northern Territory Aerial Work in
assigning the contract rather than surrendering it, if so, what are
the details?
Construction of Dwellings
45

~

Housing Commission

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for HOUSING and CONSERVATION
1. How many Housing Commission dwellings were projected for construction
in the 1983-84 financial year?
2. How many were actually built?
3. How many are projected for construction in 1984-85?
Acquisition of Land - Paspaley Family

46

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
1. What are the details of the arrangements made with the Paspaley family
and associated companies for the acquisition of their landholdings
within the area of proposed casino-condominium complex at Myilly Point?
2. What alternative land has been offered as part of those arrangements?
3. Have arrangements been made and are they being negotiated with other
land holders within. that area, if so, what are the details?
High Court/Federal Court - NT Government Involvements

47

Mr SMITH to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
1. Since self-government, in what proceedings has the NT Government been
involved before either the High Court or the Federal Court?
2. In respect of each proceedings, what was the cost to the government?
Inquiry into Freight and Related Costs

48.

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1. What action has been taken by the government on part 1 of the report
of the Inquiry into Freight and Related Costs which was tabled on
1 March 1984?
2. What further action is being considered?
3. What action has been taken or is being considered· in respect of part 2
of the report ·of that inquiry which was tabled on 30 August 1984?
Leprosy Cases in the Northern Territory

49

Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH, YOUTH, SPORT, RECREATION and ETHNIC AFFAIRS
1. How many active (infectious) cases of leprosy are there in the Northern
Territory and where are they located?
2. How many passive (non-infectious) cases of leprosy are there in the
Northern Territory and where are ) they located?
Trips by

50

Non~office

Holders

Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
1. Since the beginning of 1984, how many trips, financed by the Government,
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have been taken outside the Territory by non-office holding Members
of the Legislative Assembly?
2. In respect of each of those trips (a) which Member'was involved,
(b) what was the reason for the trip, (c) where did the Member go, and
(d) what was the total cost?
Recruitment of Public Servants
51

Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
1. What is the average cost (including related costs) of recruiting a

public servant from outside the Territory?
2. What is the average cost (including related costs) of recruiting a
public servant from within the Territory?
Recruitment of Teachers
52

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
1. What is the average cost (including related costs) of recruiting a
teacher from outside the Territory?
2. What is the average cost (including related costs) of recruiting a
teacher from within the Territory?
Childbirth and Chi1dwe1fare Groups - Subsidies

53

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for HEALTH, YOUTH, SPORT, RECREATION and
ETHNIC AFFAIRS
In a press release on 25 September, he announced that 7 groups connected
with childbirth and childwelfare would receive subsidies from the
Territory government.
What are the specific allocations to each of the 7 groups - Nursing Mothers
Association, Childbirth and Parenting Education Association, Childbirth
Education Association, Pregnancy Help Inc., Natural Family Planning
Council, Family Planning Association, and St Mary's Child and Family
Welfare Service?
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Gas Turbine - Alice Springs
11

Mr BELL to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
In regard to the gas powered turbine at Alice Springs power station which
has recently failed in operation, (a) how long has this turbine been out
of service, and (b) what arrangements have been made with the supplier and
NTEC while gas is not being consumed?

ANSWER
(a) The No. 5 engine was operational on gas intermittently from September
1983 to 29 March 1984. Gas operation ceased at that date. However,
during the period when gas was not available the engine operated on
distillate when available and required.
(b) There have been a number of unrelated electrical and mechanical
problems; these have been rectified by the engine supplier, Hawker
Siddley Engineering Pty Ltd.
(c) There have also been problems with the gas quality. These have been
resolved by actions taken by both the gas supplier, Magellan, and the
gas transporter, TNT Bulkships.
(d) It is pleasing to note that gas operation recommenced at the Alice
Springs power station at 1100 hours, Sunday 20 May 1984, and that
No. ,5 engine together with other sets have been operating in the dual
fuel mode since that time. As at 29 August 1984, No. 5 engine has
achieved 2248~ hours of operation, of which 2ll5~ hours were in the
(gas) dual fuel mode. This represents 94% of its operation.
Leprosy Surveillance Programme - Kintore
36

Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH
Has the leprosy surveillance programme for the Pintubi community at
Kintore been undertaken and, if so, (a) have any new cases been found,
and (b) what results are available.

ANSWER
The leprosy surveillance programme for the Pintubi community at Kintore
will be undertaken when permission from the Pintubi community is received
by the Department of Health.
Permission was sought on 18 July 1984 for Dr A. Dyrting to visit Kintore
and car'ry out the programme. No approval for the visit has yet been
received.
Community College of Central Australia - Details of Courses Run
38

Mr EDE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
What are the details of courses run at the Community College of Central
Australia from January 1982 to August 1984 including, (a) length of
courses, (b) number of students initially enrolled for each course,
(c) number of students who successfully completed each course, and
(d) cost of financing the college from January 1982 to 1984?

ANSWER
(a) to (c) See pages 225 to 229.
(d) $5 195 012.
NOTE:

In Technical and Further Education terminology 'Stream' refers
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to different levels of courses.
Stream 1
2
3
4
5
6

Professional
Para-professional
(a) Basic Trade
(b) Post-trade
Other skilled
Preparatory
Adult Education, hobby, recreational - non-examinable.

The college also offers courses on behalf of interstate institutions
and those institutions have the iriformation on student passes for
these courses.
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LIST OF COURSES, LENGTH OF COURSES, NUMBER OF STUDENTS ENROLLED/PASSED
STREAMS 1 - 5
1983

1982
NAME OF COURSES

CI)

z
0

H

E-<

CI)

~

~

0'
0

E-<
CI)

p;

~

;3:
CI)

~

~

*Bach. of Business WIAE (3 units)
*Dip. of Teaching TAFE (4 units)
*Ass. Dip. of Welfare Works (4 l:mits)
*Business Cert. of Accounting
*Business Cert. Personnel
*NT Real Estate Cert.
*Meat Inspection Cert. (T/Ck)
Carpentry & Joinery (Trades)
Aircraft Maint. Engineering
Automotive Engineering
Electrical Fitter Mech.
Cookery
Hairdressing
*Bui1ders Admin. & Prac. Cert.
Elect. Licence Refresh. Course
Basic Servicing Aircond. & Refri. Units
Screen Printing Ernabella
*Scaffo1ding (Licence)
*Crane Chasing/Dogman (Licence)
Audio Typewriting
F/T Day Secretarial Cert.
Accounting I
Communic. & Report Writing
Intro. to B/keeping & Actng (T/Ck)
Intro. to Compu.ters
Intro Actng/Bookkeeping (I.A.D.)
Prac. Computer Oper.
Programming in Basic

TOTAL
COURSE STUDENTS STUDENTS
HOURS ENROLLED PASSED
150
200
114
480
480
180
60
880
880
880
880
240
864
84
144
57
24
45
20
20
1140
30
30
16
20
136
40
20

10
8
7
62
12
27
10
19
7
33
38
19
15
46
12
7
4
7
10
11
15
7
5
14
56
23
34
35

17
7
30
36
19
15
12
7
4
1
5
5
5
8
41
9
15
28

TOTAL
COURSE STUDENTS
HOURS ENROLLED

1984
STUDENTS
PASSED

TOTAL
COURSE STUDENTS STUDENTS
HOURS ENROLLED PASSED
T

90
200

15
12

200

7

330
60
150

73
14
14

240
60
60

90
12
18

880
120
880·
880
270
864
100
144
57

23
3
36
36
69
15
25
6
24

880

27

880
880
270
864
16

38
28
57
15
4

6
24

54

10

on-going

54

6

20
1140

22
19

2
11

1140

15

on-going

16

172

106

32

153

on-going

16

76

43

32

41

19
3
35
36
69
12

3+/on-going
If)

12+/on-going ~
9+/on-going
on-going
on-going

18

1982
NAME OF COURSES

CJ)

z
0
H

E-<

CJ)

I'tl

P

0-

0
E-<
CJ)

p::

I'tl

:;:
CJ)

~

Recep. Training
Secretarial I Link
Shorthand
Typewriting Stage I
Typ,ewritingA. v'. T.
Typewriting .I.A.D.
Typewriting II part-time
Typewriting Tennant Creek
Basic Autp Maint. (TICk)
Pre-emp10ym~nt Auto Trning
Basic Electronics
*Exp10sive Power Tools
Diesel Maint. Course
Lathe Tool Sharpe!Uing
Health Workers Training Papunya
Bar Tender Course Darwin
Commercial Cooking
D:dnk Service
Drink Waiting Course Darwin
Food Service
Food & Drink Service
Food Waiting Course, Darwin
Food & Drink Service (TICk)
Hospitality Link
Housekeeping Darwin
In."House Training Ayres Rock
In:-House Training Katherine
Printmaking I.A.D.
I11us. Lettering & Layout'
Congress Farm,
Art Link
Building Trades Link

1983

TOTAL STUDENTS STUDENTS
COURSE ENROLLED PASSED
HOURS
20

17

38
32.5

160
4Q
160
72
40
20
36
1440
18
4
14
4
15
60
270
10
30
10
60
30
35
40
18
4
20
11

32
10

18
76
19
15
29
11
9
15
3
92
15
4
3
31
4
35
4
27
42
11
22
15
11
12
7
1
13

5
37.5

4
32
10
0
13

6
9
15
3
15
4
3
30
4
19
4
21
31
11
22
15
11
12
7
1
10
5
12

TOTAL STUDENTS
COURSE ENROLLED
HOURS

1984
STUDENTS
PASSED

TOTAL STUDENTS STUDENTS
COURSE ENROLLED PASSED
HOURS

20
8
80
40
80
80
40
16

46
6
47
149
26
19
22
22

23

20

23

5
36
22
7
16
12

80
40
80
80
40
16

40
69

1710

6

6

1152

15

4
30

27
33

8

10

33

10

17

14

10

31

18

10

11

5

10

13

8

2

89

12

23

6

12

31

31

13

25
16
15

15
on-going
20
8
5
13
10
on-going

\0
N
N

on-going
23

1983

1982
NAME OF COURSES

u.>

z
0

H

E-i
u.>

"'"
CY
:=>

0
E-i
u.>

P'I

:=:
"'u.>"

~

A. V. T.- Basic Building Yirara
Home Maint. Link
Foundation for Employment Office Pract.
Trades Mechanical Link
Auto Practices Yirara
*AMEB Music Theory T/Ck*AMEB Music Theory
Hairdressing Link
Intro. Child Care
Foundation for Employment T&H
Basic Literacy
Bridging English
Driver Educat10n
English Composition
Intro. to Trade Maths
Life Work Leisure Skills Link
Maths for Trainees in Industry Warrego
*Matricu1ation Aust. History
*Matricu1ation Biology
*Matricu1ation English
Pre'Matric. M<iths
Warramunga Language T/Ck
Women Returning to Work/Study
Volunteer Tutor Training Progress
Bridging Maths
Planning for Retirement
Study Skills
*'Assoc. Dip. of Public Admin.
General Awareness T/Ck
Cert. in Creative/Applied Art
Cert. in Chil"d Care Studies
Auto Diesel Mechanics
Food & Beverage Cert. ,

TOTAL STUDENTS STUDENTS
COURSE ENROLLED PASSED
HOURS
40
49
300
34
80
20
20
50
126
300
160
80
20
16
80
42
108
108
108
80
30
24
70
60
16
20

26
11
12
19
2
10
7
12
36
10
18
34
5
8
44
5
30
13
12
8
5
13
5
8
9
7
4

26
11
6
19
2
12
10
5
17
4
4
27
5
6

TOTAL STUDENTS
COURSE ENROLLED
HOURS

1984
STUDENTS
PASSED

TOTAL
COURSE STUDENTS STUDENTS
HOURS ENROLLED PASSED
60

300

13

20
20

25
14

300
80
20
72

8
55
23
24

40

54

6

7
12
15
17

300

6

on-going

22

10+/on-going

-

20

39

300
130
40
66

18
32
12

40

29

114
114

5
7

18
70

24
6

16
60
300
1656
1589

5
11
5
62
36

500

9

to commence
on-going
on-going
on-going
on-going

6
114
114

6
11

20

26

70
40

8
22

120
300
1656
1589
120
500

10
22
30
13
1
47

4
5
8
4
7
4

8
6

13
on-going
on-going
1
on-going

16
on-going
on-going
5
on-going
on-going
on-going

r-N
N

1983

1982
NAME OF COURSES

TOTAL
COURSE STUDENTS STUDENTS
HOURS ENROLLED PASSED

Hospitality Prac. Cert.
Post Trade Cert. in Diesel Engines

CI)

z

0

f-l

E-<

CI)

r.:1

;:>
0-

0
E-<
CI)

p::

r.:1

:s:
CI)

z

<tl

Post Trade in Ind. Electronics
Gas Fitting Licence
Typewriting Stages II & III
Typewriting Stage III
*Basic Aeronautical Knowledge (Private Licence)
Basic Engineering
Manual Meta1ic Art Welding Cert.
EPUY Automotive
A.V.T. Preveneative Motor Vehicle Maintenance
Emergency Awareness
Intro. to Structured Program (Pascal)
Sina11 Business Management
*Matric. Accounting
Advanced Oral Eng. for Migrants
Automotive Electronics
Viola Workshop
*Matric. History
FFE Basic Literacy/Numeracy Bindi Centre
A.V.T. Numeracy & Literacy
Youth Workers Course
In-House Food &Drink Servo (Telford)
In-House Food & Drink Servo (Chateau Hornsby)
Child Care Cert. T/Ck
Trade Maths T/Ck
German for Tourist Industry
Hotel/Motel Recep. Training
Computer Accounting
Computer Applications
Computer File Management

TOTAL STUDENTS
COURSE ENROLLED
HOURS
450
108

17
8

40
96
40
40
40
ll20
640
108
24
16
16

4
10
27

II

ll4
20
24
16
ll4
190
30

II

6
l3
7
6
l3
12
18
12
5
17
12
8
7
5
6

1984
STUDENTS
PASSED
on-going
Course
cancelled
4
6
12
5
12
3
6
l3
7
10
10

TOTAL
COURSE STUDENTS STUDENTS
HOURS ENROLLED PASSED

108

3
10

on-going
5+/on-going

54
96
40

5
5
24

5

ll20
640
148
63

25
9

l3+/on-going
4+/on-going

14

14

450

on-going
on-going

00
N
N

114

3

144
54
10
6
48
20
16
10
20
10
20

15
12
9
3
9
5
20
17
11
5
4

II

12
8
5
6

on-going
8
2
3
on-going
4
7
9
on-going
on-going
on-going
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Word Processing
Modern Cookery & Food Presentation
S.T.E.P. Program TIck

*

TOTAL
COURSE HOURS

STUDENTS
ENROLLED

STUDENTS
PASSED

20
30
80

11
10
2

on-going
on-going
2

Courses offered on behalf of other institutions or licensing authority.
Those institutions, not CeCA, have records of student passes,
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Tuesday 16 October 1984
Houses at Myilly Point

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
A,recent paper circulated in Darwin .has ,estimated $6m as, the valuation for
the housing component to be demolished at MyillyPoint. Has the government
placed a valuation on the housing ,that is to be dj:!molishedand, what is the
current, position in regard to the preservation or, o.therwise of. the old, houses on
Myilly Point?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, at this stage" it i~ very difficult to provide a proper
estimate of the value of housing that is to be demolished at Myilly Point to
make way for the multi-mill ion-dollar development of new hotels, villas and
casinos there. I suppose the principal obstacle to placing a firm valuation on
that housing is that negotiations are taking place with private owners. I know
of one negotiation that has been completed successfully but I understand that a
number of others will continue. I imagine .thatthe paper that the Leader of the
Opposition refers to - and I had not heard of it until this morning ~ probably
takes into account the value of land as well as the value of housing. A very
significant part of the land at Myilly Point is owned by the Northern Territory
government. Therefore, the. value of that land would, be irrelevant in arriving
at any such total.
As regards the old housing on Myilly Point, there has never been any
contest in relation to Audit House which the Northern Territory government
restored at considerable cost some years ago and then assigned the title to the
Northern Territory branch of the National Trust. I think there has been some
dispute in relation to 3 other houses at Myilly Point because the government
received a report saying that the housing was simply beyond economic repair.
Then the Heritage Commission moved to register the houses with the National
Estate without consultation with the Northern Territory government. On this
very important point of principle, the Northern Territory government disputed
with the Australian Heritage Commission. As a result of that, it now seems that
the Heritage Commission has chosen to take notice of the existence of the
Territory government. Of course we were promised consultation before any
decision. was taken to register the houses with the National Estate but now it
has been agreed that a further detailed assessment will be carried out. In
fact, my recollection is that that detailed assessment was commissioned in
September. I suppose the results could be expected in the course of this month
or next month. It is the government's intention to abide by the result of that
study. It is being carried out by an architect and a structural engineer. ,If
the study concludes that the housing can be restored then the Commonwealth
government, which owns 2 of the properties, may wish to restore them itself
immediately. With the Minister for the Environment and Home Affairs' great
concern for these properties, one wonders why the Commonwealth has not taken
steps to restore them. As I recall it, only 1 of the remaining properties
belongs to the Northern Territory government. Assuming that the Commonwealth
would be prepared to transfer the properties that it owns to the trust that has
been set up to carry out the 'development on the old hospital site, then I would
imagine conditions could be worked out which would enable the integration of
that housing with the new scheme. I would imagine that, in consideration of the,
transfer of ownership of the Commonwealth properties, the developers or the
Northern Territory government would be prepared to consider undertaking the cost
of restoration. Mr Speaker, to some extent, we are anticipating the result of
the assessment that has been commissioned by the Northern Territory and the
Heritage Commission. Certainly, Cabinet has agreed that it will abide by the
result of that assessment.
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Darwin Airport Overseas Terminal Hold-ups
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
The overseas terminal section of -the Darwin Airport has been criticised,
not unfairly I might add, for its failure to cope with passenger movements
quickly due to immigration and carousel hold-ups. Bearing in mind the expected
traffic build-up over the Dhristmas period, has he received any assurances from
his federal counterpart that this si~uation will improve?
ANSWER
The subject of Darwin Airport has been raised in this Assembly not
infrequently by the honourable Leader of the Opposition. I understand that the
latest problem was caused by the conveyor.belt. On my understanding, it went
absolutely nowhere. The baggage went along the conveyor belt which simply
transferred it inside and dumped it on the floor.
Mr Speaker, I have written recently to the federal Minister for Transport
asking for his assistance in the matter. I have written also to the general
·manager of Qantas who no doubt has a specific interest in the matter. That
letter was sent only a few days ago andMr Morris would not have been in a
position to consider that matter yet. Certainly, this government is very
conscious of the discomfort experienced by visitors to the Northern Territory.
The Northern Territory is the first point of contact in Australia for many
overseas visitors. What a point of contact it is! It is quite disgraceful. I
do not_ think it is sufficient to sa:y that, because the new airport is being
built, no action needs to be taken in respect of the very inefficient and
disappointing facilities which are in use at the moment. I hope to receive from
the Commonwealth a positive response to our representation so that we may have
some short-term easing of the current situation.
Bridging Loan for Burgundy Royale
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
Has the government paid to Burgundy Royale all of the $3.5m. bridging loan
it undertook to give the company earlier this year and what guarantee does the
government have that the money will be repaid?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, my recollection of the ·timing is not quite clear but my
understanding is that the loan t.o Burgundy Royale was made within days of the
announcement. To the best of my knowledge, the security that has been obtained
by the government is either a mortgage security or a floating charge security.
There·is legal documentation but I am not ina position to specify whether, in
fact, it is a mortgag.e over real property or a charge over the assets of the
company.
Amadeus Basin Gas
Mr VALE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
What is the current status of the Orange No 2 well presently being drilled
south of Alice Springs and what role will that drilling play in relation to the
upgrading of Amadeus Basin gas reserves?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the drilling and testing that is occurring at Orange No 2 well
at the moment is the most important exploration going on in the Northern
Territory. In fact, it has a very important bearing on the upgrading of the
reserves and the upgrading of the line size between Alice Springs and Mataranka
for the proposed line from Alice Springs to Darwin. We have in place at the
moment sufficient reserves in the Amadeus Basin to sustain power generation in
Darwin for 20 years using it at about 20 to 30 million cubic feet a day a~d
anticipating a 5.6% to 6% growth rate during that period.
A couple of important decisions need to be taken which reflect very greatly
on the results from Orange No 2 well testing which, hopefully, is taking place
at this very minute. Testing has been hampered by technical problems for the
last week and, therefore, we do not have the results to hand today, which is a
pity. One of the dilemmas facing the pipeline proponents in determining the
size of the piping is that, if we build a 12-inch pipe between Alice Springs and
Darwin, we will satisfy the needs of NTEC and the government for some years to
come. There is no doubt that it is a viable proposition with a 12-inch pipe but
that will preclude any future development or prospect of supplying gas to Gove.
We have a problem with the supply of gas to Gove in the sense that the reserves
that we need for Gove are not yet proven to be in place, although they are
assumed to be available. If we took a decision on a 12-inch line, we could rest
assured that there would be no gas for Gove in the future and gas exploration in
central Australia would taper off because there would be no market for it. We
badly need to take a decision on the big pipe between Alice Springs and
Mataranka in the initial pipeline construction stage. That will leave open the
possibility of supplying gas to Gove in the future and will give us the
advantage of transportation economies from the additional amount of gas that
will be pumped down the line. It will also stimulate an exploration program in
central Australia that is badly needed both for oil and gas.
Mr Speaker,the situation is that we desperately need to take a decision on
a large pipe. The cost difference between the large pipe and the small pipe is
assessed at $40m at this stage. That is quite a punt for a company like Nabalco
or for the oil companies and the gas companies to finance because it may be that
the additional reserves to justify the line to Gove will not be proven in the
near future. However, the pipeline and the additional size of the pipe have to
be financed and interest paid in t"hat period;
The Orange No 2 well that is being drilled at the moment has its second
hole going down. The first went .down in the late 1960s and proved to be a dry
hole. The target area in Orange No 2 well is considerably deeper than the first
hole targeted for. There is a flow of gas in the hole but, at this stage, it
has not been possible to test it. The .Orange well is so big in terms of the
known structures in central Australia that we believe that, if it comes in as a
gas producer, it has such an enormous potential that it is likely to provide
Darwin and Gove gas by itself. If we get a flow of gas in the Orange No 2 well
- and that will be known by the end of this week - we can be almost certain that
supplies of gas for Gove will be available and that it is just a matter of time
to drill additional holes to prove the size of the resource and the
deliverability rate. As honourable members would be aware, the hole that was
drilled recently in Dingo flowed at a rate of about 2 million cubic feet a day.
The expectation for the Orange hole that is held by technical people within the
department is that the hole that is being tested at the moment could possibly
flow at 5 million cubic feet a day and that would be very encouraging and very
satisfactory.
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Mr Speaker, I can say to the honourable member, who has been a strong
supporter of the project from day 1, that I wait with as much interest as he
does for the results of the Orange No 2 well because, if it gets a flow rate of
the order of 2 to 5 million cubic feet a day, we can anticipate with some
confidence that we will be building a pipeline to Gove as well as to Darwin.
Nabalco Licence to Sell Electricity
Mr LEO to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Have the negotiations between Nabalco and NTEC on the terms and conditions
of Nabalco's licence to sell electricity been completed and, if not, why not,
and when is it likely that they will be completed?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I understand that the 2 parties are still negotiating., I cannot
tell the honourable member why they have not been completed. Maybe they are
still talking about problems they would like to solve. I share his concern that
the negotiations should be resolved as soon as possible so that both parties
know what their commitments are in relation to the supply of power to the Gove
community.
Relativities Review
Mr HATTON to TREASURER
Has he received any communication from the Commonwealth government
following the Territory's protest at being included with the states in the
relativities review being undertaken by the Grants Commission?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this matter is of considerable concern to the Territory.
Unfortunately, the answer to the honourable member's question is no. To make
matters worse, the opposition in the Northern Territory and the ALP members in
the federal house, who supposedly represent the Territory, have done absolutely
nothing to assist the Territory's case in regard to the relativities review. We
have not heard a squeak let alone strong protests and objections on our behalf
even though members of the opposition in this Assembly have told us that they
have inside contacts with the federal government to present the Northern
Territory case. Our representatives in federal parliament have variously
described our arrangements in terms that would indicate that we are overfunded.
The Leader of the Opposition has said that he is embarrassed at the level of
money that the Territory receives. The shadow treasurer describes our funding
from the Commonwealth as 'a luxury' and 'a handout' and the ALP senator claims
that we are dependent on the federal government's generosity, never mind the
fact that it is the subject of its obligations. Words like 'generosity',
'luxury', 'handout'and 'overfunded' hardly help the Territory's situation in a
forum where the future of the Territory's funding will be decided in Mayor June
next year. We offered a briefing to the shadow treasurer some time ago because
he confessed in this Assembly that he did not understand the ramifications of
the Territory being dragged into the relativities review despite the objections
of the states to the Territory's inclusion. We have not heard a peep out of him
since because he now understands the gravity of what the Commonwealth government
is proposing to do.' All that these members seem able to do is apologise for
Canberra and suggest that there is no problem at all with the Northern Territory
being treated as a state. Mr Speaker, when the Territory becomes a state, that
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will be the time for treatment as a state on financial terms and certainly not
before. The sooner we have a decent MHR in Canberra, who will speak for the
Territory, the better.
Policy on Housing for Single Persons
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for HOUSING
Has the Housing Commission made any progress on the development of a
housing policy for single persons?
ANSWER
I am happy to say that Housing Commission officers have met several times
with officers from other government departments and considered the subject of a
housing policy for single persons. They should complete their deliberations in
the near future. I hope that next week or the week after, I shall be in a
position to present to the public a policy for the housing of single people.
Mr Speaker, several things have to be considered in conjunction with a
single-persons housing policy that the Housing Commission is contemplating in
the Northern Territory. We have to know the background before we embark on a
policy. We must know how much it will cost and how much money is available. We
must know how many people could put their names on a list for this type of
accommodation and the number of people already being accommodated. At the
moment, approximately 1900 medium-density units are available for the
accommodation of single people. These are provided to single pensioners, single
members of the public service at 15 August who have an entitlement to
accommodation and single people with dependants, who could perhaps be called
people in receipt of welfare payments. We must not forget that single people
are still eligible under the Northern Territory Home Purchase Assistance Scheme
to buy their own private accommodation either from the Housing Commission or on
the private market.
Mr Speaker, with the development of this single housing policy, several
criteria for eligibility have to be considered to ensure that everybody
receives a fair bite at the cherry and that no single group is disadvantaged.
Criteria for eligibility will include such things as age, income, the household
size, the assets of the person, previous home ownership or current home
ownership, the physical situation, the social situation and even the
geographical situation in the Northern Territory. To be fair to everybody and
to give all single people a fair crack at housing, we have to consider our
unique situation here and we have to consider especially those single people in
centres remote from Darwin and Alice Springs.
When one considers that the Territory government spends 14% of its total
budget on housing compared to an average of about 4.5% of the budgets in other
states, it is clear that we really are concerned about housing people in the
Northern Territory. The total Northern Territory housing allocation for 1984-85
is in excess of $165m of which the Commonwealth contributes only about $30m. In
the negotiating stages of the Commonwealth States Housing Agreement, a sum was
allocated to local government and community housing projects which, in effect,
is aimed at single people. As a result of those negotiations, despite my
representations on many occasions to the federal minister, the Northern
Territory government received the grand sum of $63 000. The Housing Commission
has not quite worked out what it will do with this $63 000. We are considering
several ways to make it go as far as it can.
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Because of that grand sum of $63 000 as the Commonwealth commitment to
housing in the Northern Territory, it can be seen easily that any single-persons
housing policy adopted by the Northern Territory government must virtually be
financed totally by the Northern Territory government. Our budget is severely
stretched under existing policies. Nevertheless, a commitment has been made to
develop a single-persons housing policy which does not deny single people the
right to apply for public housing. As I said earlier, the working group engaged
on this task will be presenting its findings probably next week or the week
after.
Port of Darwin
Mr BELL to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Is it still his intention to close the Port of Darwin?
ANSWER
I have never said that I would close the Port of Darwin. I said that I
would have discussions with the port unions as to why the port should not be
closed. We had a very useful discussion yesterday with all the port unions,
including the Transport Workers Union, the Electrical Trades Union and, in fact,
all those unions represented in the Trades and'Labour Council with the
exception of the Northern Territory Teachers Federation. Why it was not there,
I do not know. Mr Speaker, these discussions were very useful. We have agreed
to meet again in a fortnight's time to discuss further the future of the Port of
Darwin. Certainly, it is not the wish of this government, having put some $47m
of taxpayers' money into that port, to see it go to ruin. I am quite sure that
the port unions are well aware of the position in which the port can be placed
by activities which are not wholly desirable. As I said, very good advances
were made yesterday. We are going to meet again, probably for the same length
of time, in about a fortnight. We have agreed to setup a working party between
us to examine areas in which efficiency can be improved at the port in order to
keep stevedoring costs down as far as is practicable.
Mr Speaker, given that we are meeting again in a fortnight's time, I hope
to be able to give more details on developments at the next sittings of the
Assembly.
Expenditure in Aboriginal Communities
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Can he give members a comparison of expenditure in Aboriginal communities
for both capital and recurrent town management and public utilities for the
years 1983-84 and 1984-85 and state how much of the expenditure goes towards new
and emerging communities?
ANSWER
To answer the question briefly, of TMPU'funding to Aboriginal communities
in 1983-84, the total amount directed to 84 major communities and 4 organisations
was $16.709m. To 84 minor communities, there was a total of $2.559m. Of that,
capital expenditure for the major communities was $1.041m and for the minor
communities, $299 000. In 1984-85, 84 major communities and 4 organisations
will receive in excess of $17m. Of that, $1.2m is capital and $16m is
recurrent. 126 minor communtiies, certainly rather a hefty increase, will
receive a total of$3.6m. Of that, $2.921m is capital expenditure and $678 000
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is recurrent. That shows that not only is there an increase in funding but a
large increase in the number of communities that require the splits of money
that are needed to provide basic services.
Royal Darwin Hospital Bed Occupancy
Mr EDE to MINISTER for HEALTH
How many beds are in use at the Royal Darwin Hospital compared to its
total bed capacity?
ANSWER
As I understand it, the average occupancy of the Royal Darwin Hospital is
about 82.25%. The honourable member would be aware that earlier this year we
increased the bed state to! some 300 to 350 be.cause of the stress that was placed
on the Royal Darwin Hospiital services with the introduction of Medicare. For
the honourable member's information, the authorised bed state in 1982 was 296;
in 1983, it was 312; in early 1984, it was 324; and it is now 350. The average
occupancy is only 82.25%. The average occupancy in 1982 was 82.98% and, in
1983, it was 86.78%. A very important factor has been brought to our attention.
If we are looking at the occupied bed days of the Royal Darwin Hospital, in 1982
there were some 44 462 bed days. In 1984, it has increased to 54 196. There
has been a dramatic increase in the last couple of years, particularly since
February this year.
Defective Motor Vehicles
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Has the government any plans to tight,en up the law regarding the driving
of defective motor vehicles?
ANSWER
To my knowledge, there is no intention to tighten up the law in relation to
this. I would have thought the existing law is quite adequate. The question of
policing that law rightly lies with the Northern Territory Police Force, which
is not in my area of responsibility. All honourable members would 'be aware that
the police recently announced a major campaign directed at unsafe vehicles. I
do not know whether the minister responsible, the Chief Minister, has any
further information. I have no information myself as to the success or
otherwise of that campaign, other than to say that I fully commend the police
for carrying out such campaigns.
Jackaroo Homestead
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
What is the fate of the Jackaroo Homestead?
ANSWER
As I understand it, the Jackaroo Homestead enterprise, for which the
Northern Territory Development Corporation loaned funds to the entrepreneur,
Mr Chilman, has gone into receivership. As I understand it, the main asset of
the company is real property and improvements adjacent to the Stuart Highway
south of Berrimah. As far as I am aware, the receiver is taking action to
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realise these assets and, no doubt, when a sale has taken place, a distribution
will be made to the creditors.
Australia Day Holiday
Mr DALE to CHIEF MINISTER
Has the Northern Territory government's initiative to celebrate Australia
Day on 26 January received further support?
ANSWER
The Northern Territory took action this year to celebrate Australia Day on
26 January. We announced that that was the government's intention a year or so
ago at the previous Australia Day celebrations. For some time now, the Northern
Territory has been campaigning for the Commonwealth and all Australian states to
celebrate Australia Day on the day itself. This accords with the policy and the
wishes of the Australia Day Council and I believe it is supported by a majority
of people in the community. Surveys have been carried out and people believe
that Australia Day should be celebrated on the day. Mr Speaker, can one imagine
Bastille Day being celebrated on the following Monday? Can one imagine the 4th
of July being celebrated on the following Monday? If Australia Day is to
receive the recognition as Australia's national day which it deserves, then the
whole of Australia has to agree that we celebrate it on 26 January.
Mr Spea~er, the major impediment to these celebrations taking place on the
day itself are industrial awards which have been so written that the Australia
Day holiday on the following Monday has more or less assumed the characteristic
of holy writ. This morning, I was heartened to receive a communication from the
federal government which indicates that New South Wales and the Australian
government will come into line with the Northern Territory and commence
celebrating Australia Day on the day itself from 1988 onwards. I would hope
that the other Australian states will bring themselves into line as well. In
this case, the Northern Territory has set the trend in ensuring that Australia's
national day is celebrated on the day that Captain Arthur Phillip set foot on
the shores of Sydney Cove.
Alice Springs Airport
Mr HANRAHAN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Has the federal government responded to the initiative and subsequent
proposal by the Northern Territory government to upgrade the Alice Springs
airport to international status?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it would be quite unrealistic to expect the Commonwealth
minister to have responded; he would not have received the letter yet.
Nonetheless, the document which outlines the government's proposal to the
Commonwealth is in my hand at the moment. There are not a great number of
copies of this but any honourable member is at liberty to peruse the submission
we have made to the Commonwealth in relation to the upgrading of the Alice
Springs airport.
Mr Speaker, you would be aware that this Commonwealth government and the
previous Commonwealth government made offers to the Alice Springs Town Council,
and later to the government of the Northern Territory, under the Airport Local
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Ownership Plan for the upgrading of the Alice Springs airport as a domestic
airport. The government simply cannot accede to such an offer on the basis of a
domestic airport because, given the.traffic volumes and flows and the way
revenues are collected, it is the people of Alice Springs who will have to foot
the bill. However, we are more than willing to enter into negotiations
conjointly with the Alice Springs Town Council and the Commonwealth in relation
to tripartite arrangements for the management structure of an international
airport for Alice Springs.
Mr Speaker, there is a sum of some $14m which has virtually been set aside
by the Commonwealth for upgrading the domestic side of the Alice Springs
airport. Our estimate of the cost to upgrade the movement area beyond the normal
wide-body requirements of the Alice Springs airport to the 747 Jumbo size
aircraft from the 767 airbus operation would be an additional $7m to $8m.
Geographically, Alice Springs is the hub of this continent. It is the hub from
which all spokes radiate equidistantly to all the capital cities. It has been
expounded for years that Alice Springs is an eminently sensible place to have an
international airport, irrespective of east coast politics. The proposal that I
have put to the Minister for Transport, Mr .Peter Morris, is a very serious one.
We wish to sit down with the Commonwealth and the Alice Springs Town Council to
discuss this proposal for the betterment not only of Alice Springs and tourism
throughout the Northern Territory, but also for the betterment of tourism
throughout Australia.
5-year Plan for Aboriginal Communities
Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
What has been the success or otherwise of ,the government's 5-year plan
which was trumpeted around Aboriginal communities nearly 5 years ago?
Specifically, I refer to detailed achievements as regards its major aims in the
fields of sanitation, water and housing.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have been here less than 1 year and I am afraid I am not
fully conversant with the 5-year plan.
Mr B. Collins:

Good grief!

Mr MANZIE: Well, Mr Speaker, if I cannot answer the question, I will sit
down until the opposition wants to be in order.
Mr SPEAKER:

Order!

Mr MANZIE: Mr Speaker, I am'quite happy to find out the details for the
honourable member. I will provide that information to him at a later date.
Truck Parking in Alice Springs
Mr VALE to MINISTER for LANDS
Is he aware that
overnighting in Alice
around Alice Springs?
as a parking base for
be compounded because

a large and increasing number of interstate haulage trucks
Springs are presently parking indiscriminately in areas
If so, can he advise if any area has yet been identified
these vehicles? I might add also that this' problem will
of the speed with which the south road is being completed.
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, indiscriminate parking is causing some inconvenience in the
streets of Alice Springs because of the number' of road transport operations
which work out of there. There have been 2 proposals put to the government by
. private devel~pers fcc. land in Alice Springs for substantial truck servicing
depots and overnight facilities for truck drivers. At least one of these is at
a fairly advanced stage and probably should start construction fairly soon
because lease offers were made and accepted some months ago. In: relation to the
other proposal, I am not sure if the lease offer has been accepted. The lease
offers have substantial covenants that the developers have to meet in order to
be entitled to have land sold to them under our direct sales scheme. I would
hope that, within the next 12 months, at least the first major truck depot in'
Alice Springs will be operating to alleviate the problems in the honourable
member's electorate.
Budget Discrepancies
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
I refer him to comments made by the member for Millner in his budget
speech of 30 August and ask that he explain to the Assembly discrepancies
between budgeted and actual expenditure on capital works and repairs and
maintenance in the 1983-84 financial year.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, when the Treasurer answered a question a while ago, the
opposition did not seem to like the kick in the teeth he delivered to their
wonderful colleagues in Canberra. I would suggest that they block their ears
because they are about to get another serve of the same pudding.
The honourable member claimed that there was a defiCiency in expenditure
from an allocated amount of $103.7m to $99.54m - an underexpenditure, he said,
of $4m. Apart from his not being able to do his arithmetic, it is fascinating
to find out just where the so-called$4m actually came from. If he had done his
arithmetic properly, the figure was actually $4.581m. Why the discrepancy?
Fascinating. Would you believe, Mr Speaker, that his mates in Canberra have
once again clobbered us in the eye? Mr Speaker, $1.8m of that $4.5m just
'happens to relate to Mr Morris's little bit of playing around with the Stuart
Highway.
Where do we find another $1.768m lost to our capital works program? Would
you believe, the Commonwealth once again? Too much to believe? It is true. It
came from reduced specific purpose payment funding of Commonwealth projects in
the tertiary education and, unbelievably, Aboriginal public health improvement
programs.
Another $0.513m - and, this time, we will not blame the Commonwealth - was
transferred from the capital works program to the 'Other Services' subdivision
- which was in the documents - to local government bodies throughout the
Territory for expenditure on roads. Thus it was spent on capital wor~s. This
occurred because of a shift in the Local Government Association's al~ocations
under the State Grants Act and the Bicentennial Trust Fund from 10.9% to 16.6%.
The 'only component of the $5.5m which was not spent as a result of lack of
performance was a sum of $500 000 as a result of the tardiness in completing the
Darwin Performing Aits Centre.
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In relation to repairs and maintenance, if the member had looked at the
documents that he claims are so sparse in information, he would have found that
the repairs and maintenance vote this year has been shifted from subdivision 5
of the budget documents to subdivision 2.
Milingimbi School
Mr LANHUPUY to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Is he aware that the Milingimbi School had to be closed down about 11 times
during the last semester and, °if so, wbat is his departinent doing to remedy the
situation?
Mr B. Collins:

It goes back about 10 years.

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition just mentioned that the issue has
a long history. Our concern in the Department of Education is that the school
has had to be closed down. However, that was not as a result of any fault on
the part of the Department of Education. We believe very strongly in the
devolution of powers to local communities and community governments. In
relation to the sewerage problem at Milingimbi, the honourable member would be
aware that it has resulted from a lack of action by members of the community
council there. The Department of Education is looking very seriously at the
situation in Milingimbi because it has been going on for a number of years and
it cannot be allowed to continue. We will be addressing that particular problem
but I might say that the responsibility comes with the devolution of powers. If
lack of action by some p~ople in the community causes other facilities to be
closed, then we will 4ave to look very seriously at doing something about it.
Aboriginal Land Bills
Mr McCARTHY to CHIEF MINISTER
Is it the government's intention to proceed at °this sittings with the
various Aboriginal land Dills before the Assembly?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I think the best way of answering the honourable member's
question is to read 2 letters. I received a letter from the Primer Minister on
12 October which reads as follows:
I am writing to suggest to you that, in light of present developments
in relation to Aboriginal land rights, your government might
appropriately defer further action in respect of the Northern
Territory Development Land Corporation (Vesting of Lands) Bill which
is currently before the Legislative Assembly and reconsider its
approach to other legislation relating to Aboriginals. As has been
reported in the media, the Minister fOr Aboriginal Affairs, the
Hon A.C. Holding, and I have been having extensive discussions with
a range of interested parties relating to the development of
national policies on land rights and protection of sacred sites and
objects.

Significantly, Mr Speaker, the Northern Territory government has been excluded
from those discussions.
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In the past week, we have met with representatives of the National
Farmers Federation, the Aboriginal steering Committee on Land Rights
Legislation and the Australian Mining Industry Council. On Friday
last, 5 October, Mr Holding and I, together with the Minister for
Resources and Energy, Senator the Hon Peter Walsh, had discussions
with the Premier of Western Australia, the Hon Brian Burke,
concerning the course his government has announced it will take on
land rights legislation following completion of the Seaman Inquiry
into land rights in that state.
These discussions have been most useful and considerable progress
has been made towards a reconciliation of positions on many
substantive issues. I am now confident that, following further
discussions, we can reach a position where a national approach for
land rights can be achieved that will enable proper regard to be
given to different circumstances in the various states and
territories while preserving the integrity of national aims and
responsibilities.

That seems to open the door to a different land rights deal in the Northern
Territory to what.might apply elsewhere.
Naturally your government will have an important voice in these
discussions . ..

We have not had one so far .
•.. and we will be in touch with you to see what. arrangements can
be made for this purpose. As to the vesting of land. bi11,.you will
be aware of the Commonwealth's concern that, if enacted, it would
have the effect of alienating a number of parcels of land which are
the subject of claims under the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern
Territory) Act 1976. Given the encouraging developments now taking
place, however, I am sure that your government would wish to review
the situation and that you will be able to agree not to proceed
further with the bill at this stage.

I replied yesterday, Mr Speaker:
I refer to your letter of 12 October 1984 regarding Aboriginal land
rights. I note your advices regarding actions taken by the Western
Australian government and it is with this in mind that I draw to
your attention that the Northern Territory Development Land
Corporation (Vesting of Land) Bill, which is currently before the
Legislative Assembly, will do no more than preserve public purpose
lands which; of course, is effectively what New South Wales has done,
what Western Australia has announced and what Victoria has been
considering.
Unfortunately, your Minister for Aboriginal Affairs had adopted a
most intransigent attitude towards the Northern Territory position,
which is essentially that public purpose. lands and, for that matter,
national parks should be exempt from land claim. Mr Holding has
never. explained why public purpose lands should remain open to
claim under the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act but
not elsewhere in Australia. You will recall that this subject was
addressed in detail by Mr Justice Toohey in his report Seven Years
On but, despite my government's rapid response to the recommendation
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contained in that report, I have yet to hear from Mr Holding as to
the Commonwealth's attitude, despite the considerable time which
has elapsed. I was negotiating with him with a view to there being
a further inquiry to be conducted by the new Aboriginal Land
Commissioner concerning public purpose lands which could operate
without the constraints placed upon Mr Justice Toohey but Mr Holding
is not prepared to state his hand in regard to public purpose lands
which have been heard and or recommended.
I should also remind you of the telex which I was obliged to send
you in response to Mr Holding's threats to take what. he believed
to be the deficiencies in the proposed amendments to the Northern
Territory Sacred Sites Act to the Commonwealth Cabinet. I have had
no response to those recommendations.
The Northern Territory is most anxious to work closely with the
federal government in resolving issues relating to Aboriginal land
but we must say that, as a matter of principle, the Northern
Territory policy is that Aboriginal land should be held as far as
possible upon similar terms to land held by other Australians.
Referring to the third paragraph of your letter, it is difficult
to see that the circumstances in the Northern Territory, for
instance, are different to those in western Australia where the
government has announced there will be no Aboriginal veto over
mining or exploration.
You say that my government will have an important voice in
discussions on national land rights. Unfortunately, up to date,
the Northern Territory's voice has been almost totally disregarded
by your minister. It is extraordinary to consider that, upon
coming to office, Mr Holding dismissed with contempt the lO-point
package towards which the Northern Territory government had been
working in concert with the Commonwealth to resolve Aboriginal
land matters only to find now that the Western Australian
government has largely adopted the Northern Territory position of
2 years ago.
As to the vesting of land bill, it, together with excisions
legislation and amendments to the Sacred Sites Act, is currently
before the Northern Territory Legislative Assembly. I would
propose, so that there can be no claims at a later time, that
these important pieces of legislation were debated in a
highly-charged political atmosphere or without sufficient time
being given for their consideration, although 2 of the bills have
been available now for many months, to defer passage of the 3 bills
through the Legislative Assembly until after the federal election.
I would be interested in the meantime to hear from you why the
Northern Territory should continue to be treated differently in
terms of Aboriginal land matters by the Commonwealth to the way
that western Australia and other states have decided for themselves.

Alice Springs Town Council's Request for Planning Input
Mr BELL to MINISTER for LANDS
I refer him to the Minister for Education '.s statement during question time
that it is government policy to devolve power on local governments. Will the
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minister accede to the Alice Springs Town Council's request for greater input
into planning decisions in that town?
ANSWER
The matter of town planning functions for local governments has been pushed
for by local governments ever since their inception. The government has
persistently adopted an attitude, has advocated it publicly many times and has
justified it many times to the individual councils. At present, it proposes to
continue to do so. Primarily, our view is that, as the Northern Territory
government is required to undertake planning functions throughout the Northern
Territory both within municipal areas and without them, and has a substantial
planning section in the Department of Lands with considerable expertise,
facilities and resources, it would be inappropriate for town planning to be
transferred to local governments in the Northern Territory. With the possible
exception of Darwin, no council could even consider the budgetary imposts of a
planning 'section of the level which would be necessary. It is doubtful whether
even the Darwin council is of a size to employ the necessary resources to take
over town planning fully.
Under the system that operates in the Northern Territory, we have a
Planning Authority which changes its constitution depending upon where it is
considering matters. It is comprised of 7 members, 3 of whom are core members.
The core members travel throughout the Northern Territory to deliberate on the
various town plans and submissions to amend town plans. Once the core members
are in any particular area in the Territory which requires planning action, they
are joined by 4 local representatives and perhaps this is a little bit closer to
the honourable member's question. The 4 local representatives are nominees of
the relevant local council. We believe that that provides an input to the
Planning Authority by councils. In addition, councils have the ability - which
in most cases they take up - to prepare submissions themselves and put their
views to the Planning Authority on matters that are before the authority in
relation to their local town plan. Also, the town planners in the Northern
Territory Department of Lands consult regularly with local government town
clerks and·engineers on planning issues within towns. Every subdivision that is
undertaken within municipal boundaries has to be cleared with local government,
including aspects of layout and standards, prior to its being proceeded with and
approval being granted by the local planning authority. Of course, all aldermen,
and indeed any citizen in the Northern Territory, can put written submissions to
the Planning Authority. They can propose amendments to the town plan and
represent others before the Planning Authority if the authority sees that the
points being put forward are such that appointments should be made for people to
be interviewed personally. In fact, a very public process operates in the
Northern Territory. It has many advantages over interstate planning systems
where a whole range of local government areas adopt different attitudes towards
town planning. In some cases, that has caused considerable delays to projects
and proper planning in various areas around Australia. Honourable members will
see plenty of examples of that if they travel around.
The Territory government does not believe that the time is right for the
devolution of town planning powers to local governments as such. However, I
point out to honourable members that, under the Planning Act in the Northern
Territory, the Planning Authority has powers of delegation. It can delegate
virtually to any person and certainly to a full council, a town clerk, a mayor
or to a committee of a council. Most of the powers of the Planning Authority
can be delegated in relation either to a particular application or to general
classes of applications. It seems that, for reasons of which I am not aware,
over the past few years, the Planning Authority has sought to use these powers
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of delegation very sparingly. I am happy to receive any further representation
from the honourable member on behalf of the Alice Springs Town Council.
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NOTICE GIVEN ON DATE SHOWN
From 6 March 1984

Legal Representatives
1

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Which legal firms and companies represent or are retained by Northern
Territory government departments or statutory bodies and, specifically, how
many departments or statutory bodies retain or are represented by Morris,
Fletcher and Cross?
Leased Properties in Alice Springs

2

Mr BELL to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS and HOUSING
1. Which properties within the Alice Springs town planning area are leased

by Northern Territory government departments or statutory authorities?
2. Who is the owner of each of the properties referred to above?
3. On what basis is the cost of the lease determined?
4. What is the cost of each lease referred to in (I)?

1
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Part Closure of Alice Springs Hospital
Mr VALE to MINISTER for HEALTH
Why has the Alice Springs Hospital been forced to shut down the outpatients
clinic on one Friday every 4 weeks and, as a result of that closure, shut down
the general clinic and the specialists clinics, including the eye, ear, nose and
throat clinics, and also ward 7? What steps, if any, will be undertaken to
solve the problem?
ANSWER
(

MI' Speaker, I think the honourable member has certainly outlined the
difficulties so there is no need for me to recanvass them. I think we must
address ourselves to the cause. Honourable members ought to be aware that, on
-14 February, the Conciliation and Arbitration Commission handed down the longawaited 38-hourdecision for employees of the public service known as group 4,
which includes nurses. Incidentally, I do not think anyone could dispute the
justice of that decision. Why should anyone in the employ of the Public Service
have lesser conditions of service than those in the clerical ranks? Nonetheless,
it has had considerable impact right throughout the shiftworker labour forces
of the Northern Territory's public administration. That decision was back~
dated to 10 January which automatically triggered 2 extra days leave for
existing staff.
The position as at 27 February, which is the last readout I have for the
staff positions in our hospitals,was particularly disturbing to say the least.
I think it is worthwhile elaborating the position. The Royal Darwin Hospital
has an establishment of 416 registexed nurses and 82 enrolled nurses. It
has 'currently a shortfall of 44 in the registered. ranks and 7 in enrolled
nurses. Alice Springs has an establishment of 166 registered nurses and 67
enrolled nurses. It is 23 short in the first category and 3 in the second.
Tennant Creek, in those 2 areas respectively', has 32 and 6. It is 13 short in
the registered nurse category and is up to establishment in enrolled nurses.
Gove District Hospital has 24 and 15 respectively, with a shortfall of 4 and 2.
Katherine Hospital has 38 and 12 with a shortfall of 3 and 2. Community health figures would reflect a similar position, particularly as a result of the new
industrial award.
Of course. Mr Speaker, it is not solely as a result of the new industrial
award that these shortages have occurred. There is a very severe national
shortage of trained arid registered nurses, and indeed enrolled nurses. While
the Northern Territory has an excellent program of nurse training which is
highly regarded throughout this country, we are quite unable as yet to provide
sufficient staff for our own needs. Hopefully, that situation eventually will
be reached. We would like to see that in all areas of education, particularly
primary education. I doubt we will ever see it in seconnary education.
Clp.arly then, there is a national shortage of nurses. Where there is a
national shortage, the chances of our successfully recruiting the required 103
are not all that bright. Nonetheless. the shortages which we are currently
experiencing do not result from a lack of trying. All members would be aware of
the multiplicity of advertisements which were placed in our local papers .and in
national papers commencing last December. We have been running them constantly
ever since with some degree of success, but not the level of success which we
clearly need to overcome this deficit of trained staff. Naturally, we are now
looking at other methods of recruiting. Needless to say, I will need to discuss
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the broad issues of accommodation and terms and conditions of accommodation etc
with my colleagues. There is a limit to what the taxpayer can bear. There is
also a limit to recruitment when people simply are not available to be
recruited.
Mr Speaker, we are now looking at the possibility, in cooperation with the
Commonwealth in so far as its immigration laws are concerned, of recruiting in
England. This is the most logical place to recruit because it has a very
similar system of registration and academic qualifications for registration. I
do not know whether there is any real merit in looking to America or New Zealand
for assistance. All these avenues will be explored by the department but,
initially, we are looking at England. That necessarily involves a cooperative
attitude from the Commonwealth in terms of its current immigration policy.
Mr Speaker, the difficulties at Alice Springs will be reviewed regularly
and there will be a full review on 4 April. At that time, we will examine where
we are. In the meantime, the regional director is considering a range of
options which may be .available to him and which would invol~e such things as
transferring long-stay, high-dependency patients to other hospitals either
within the Territory or out of the Territory, ways to increase recruitment and
plans for the earlier discharge of some patients in consultation with community
health staff. There is a further problem in that, if we do not have sufficient
community health staff, we cannot expect the community health staff to carry a
greater workload as a result of earlier discharges. Thus, it is not at all
simple. A further option is alternative accommodation for very low-dependency
patients who usually are more of a welfare problem than a medical problem. That
is the present position.
Water Release from Ranger Uranium Mine
Mr EDE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
In view of the fact that the Sessional Committee on the Environment, the
watchdog of this Assembly, is looking at the whole question of water management
in the uranium province, and given that this committee has yet to receive
information on appropriate release standards as against receiving water
standards, will he undertake to delay making a,decision on water release from
Ranger until this committee has completed its deliberations on this matter?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the matter of approval for any controlled release of water from
the Ranger uranium mine has been the subject of quite intensive activity among
various interest groups for several months now. An enormous amount of technical
work and consultation has been undertaken. I understand that the Sessional
Committee on. the Environment is being kept informed of progress in this regard.
I understand that the Alligator Rivers Region Coordinating Committee, comprising
the representatives of all the principal interested parties, is meeting today to
discuss questions associated with water management and possible controlled water
release. I hope to receive a report, either later today or tomorrow, on the
outcome of those deliberations. Following that, I will consider the situation
further.
As the honourable member mentioned, the 2 critical areas to be clearly
established prior to any approval being given for controlled water release are
the standards of releasing water and the standards of receiving water. I
understand that negotiations have led to considerable agreement on both of those
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questions between the respective interested parties. I am aware that the
Department of Mines and Energy people involved have proposed a standard of
releasing water which is considerably more conservative than that proposed by
the Office of the Supervising Scientist. I am comforted by this. The attitude
of the department is that whatever is recommended to me as the approving
authority should be thoroughly justifiable and err on the conservative side. I
believe that the Office of the Supervising Scientist was established by the
federal government when Ranger was given the approval to go ahead and mine in
the area. The Office of the Supervising Scientist was established to be the
community watchdog. He is the expert with no vested interest in regard to
whether the mine goes ahead or not. He is there simply to monitor the situation
and to report to the federal government from time to time. I am sure that he
takes his job most seriously. His staff are very highly regarded. One of the
principles that I will be using when considering my responsibilities in regard
to uranium mining and environmental control in the Territory will be to make
sure the Supervising Scientist's opinion is obtained in all cases where it is
particularly relevant. This is certainly one of those. I will seek his
assurances in regard to proposed courses of action.
I can assure the honourable member that the total resources of this
government are available to ensure that the Sessional Committee on the
Environment is kept abreast of events in the region. It will certainly be kept
abreast of material that relates to any decision I take.
Tanami Export Services
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
What progress has been made on behalf of Northern Territory customers in
regard to the recently failed Tanami Export Services?
ANSWER
The honourable member for Wagaman has been involved in this matter for some
time now. We have had discussions from time to time on this particular 'subject.
Tanami Export Services was a door-to-door sales home freezer plan company that
operated in the Northern Territory until December 1984. The operations of
Tanami Export Services have recently been taken over by an Adelaide-based
company called Granny's Choice. This company purchased Tanami's parent company,
Tesco South Australia Pty Ltd, its finance arm, Tesco Credits, and the rights to
Tanami customers' credits in the Northern Territory.
Customers who have financed their contracts through Tesco Credits or
purchased their meats on a cash on delivery basis will continue to be serviced
by the new operators. Unfortunately, customers who prepaid contracts, either in
cash or through one of the well-known credit companies who have provided credit
for the plan, have no recourse on Tanami whatsoever. Those who obtained loans
will have to continue to service that debt. People who arranged finance through
Custom Credit, whilst being sympathetically looked after as far as payments are
concerned, still have to pay back those loans. I am advised, however, that the
new company will be offering special discounted and sympathy prices for those
people who have been caught up in this Tanami frozen food business.
Honourable members will be pleased to note that my first ministerial
conference was on consumer affairs and credit legislation. During that meeting,
proposed national legislation for door-to~door salesmen was agreed to. Part of
that proposed legislation is the provision for a cooling-off period of 10 days
for door-to-door sales.
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Adoption of this national policy is in the pipeline. People will be able
to cancel goods over a period of time if in fact the goods are not as they were
stated in the original contract. At the-moment, it does not look that good for
some of the people who have been tied up in this bulk-food-buying package deal.
I will be keeping honourable members advised of the progress that is being made
in this regard.
$2.5m Contribution to Casinos Purchase Price
Mr SMITH to CHIEF. MINISTER
Can he inform the Assembly if the $2.5m contribution to the purchase price
of the casinos was made under section 21 of the Financial Administration and
Audit Act?
ANSWER
I do not have the answer to that in my head but, by the end of the morning,
I will be able to provide it to the honourable member. If any of my staff are
listening, I would ask them to bring it over straight away.
School Facilities for Yarralin Community
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for EDUCATION
What action is being taken by the Department of Education on the request
from the Yarralin community near Victoria River Downs for post-primary or
secondary school facilities there?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the honourable member for his question. Members will
be aware that the Department of Education has 2 trial secondary programs in
operation, one at Barunga, which was previously known as Bamyili, and one at
Yirrkala.As far as Yarralin is concexned, we are looking at having postprimary facilities made available in that particular community. Unfortunately,
we have struck a snag. The department has put forward programs to the
Commonwealth Schools Commission in relation to the establishment of post-primary
facilities in a number of Aboriginal communities throughout the Northern
Territory. In that submission was the provision for accommodation for the
teachers who would be necessary to provide instruction in those schools.
Unfortunately, the Commonwealth has seen fit at this stage - and the department
is still continuing to consult with it to try to resolve this issue - to
withdraw the residential component from the submissions that were put forward.
That is of grave concern to us in the Northern Territory because we are trying,
wherever possible, to ensure that the necessary facilities are provided in
communities right throughout the Territory. The cost of providing residential
accommodation in these particular areas is very expensive and the Northern
Territory government cannot afford to take up that particular component.
Unfortunately, at this time, we are still negotiating with the Commonwealth
in relation to the provision of post-primary facilities at Yarralin as well as
post-primary facilities at a number of other communities in the Northern
Territory. Once we do come to grips with the provision of accommodation in
those particular communities to cater for the staff that will be required to
service those facilities, we will be able to progress. At this stage, we are
still talking with the Commonwealth about funding.
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Purchase of Casinos
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
Was he aware, on 28 November 1984, that moneys from accounts appropriated
for the 1984-85 Northern Territory budget had been used to acquire the casino
from Federal Pacific Hotels?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I think that, on 28 November, I was the Treasurer and I would
have authorised the use of any funds by Treasury for the purchase of the casinos
under the act.
Dick Ward Drive and Ross Smith Avenue Intersections
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
What is the present situation with respect to the proposal to change the
Dick Ward Drive and Ross Smith Avenue intersection?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, there have been considerable problems with traffic movement in
that area. There has been a liaison with local residents and the local member
has been involved in those consultations. We are looking for a design that will
allow the traffic to flow far more freely and safely in that area. There has
been a definition of what is !equired in relation to the new work. I have been
advised that tenders will be called for the work in late March or early April.
Course Syllabi in NT Schools
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Are syllabi of courses in Northern Territory schools readily available to
parents and students?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the documents are available in all schools throughout the
Northern Territory on request to the principal or the acting principal. The
core curriculum and almost all other recommended curricula are obtainable from
the library. We have not been able to .distribute the documents to the community
generally because of the enormous cost. If members are having difficulty in
obtaining the material, which I believe is readily available, then they could
contact me or my office and I will make it available to them.
Interest Rates in Casino Agreements
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for INDUSTRY.and SMALL BUSINESS
Is he able to explain the rate of return of 14% which is recorded at line
55 of schedule 3 of attachment F of the agreement? That is the rate of return
available for the investment by the Northern Territory Property Trust. Can he
explain why a rate of 14% has been allowed to achieve an agreed return on
inyestrnent to the property trust when he himself indicated in public statements
that the return for our short-term loans to Henry and Walker from the NTDC was
less than 13%?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition has asked 2 questions. In a
recent press statement, I said that a short-term loan of ' some $21m was arranged
by the NTDC through the Treasurer's Advance. The information that I had at the
time was that the Treasurer's Advance funds that were given to the NTDC as part
of the loan to the property trust were given to that organisation at the same
rate that Treasury could have obtained on the short-term money market. I think
the term used was a '180-day bill rate'. In the agreement, as I understand it,
it is not 14% guaranteed investment. I was under the impression it was 13% 10% is the guaranteed investment rate of the organisation that has sought units
in the trust and the government is picking up the shortfall on the other 3%.
Mr B. Collins:

You. are still signing documents without reading them aren't

you?
Mr DONDAS: Mr Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition says that I am signing
documents without signing them.
'
Mr B. Collins:

Even you can't dO,that!

Mr DONDAS: I cannot remember the full text of every line in that
particular agreement. As the acting Treasurer for a short period, it was
necessary that those documents be signed in order to allow the NTDC to enter
into the arrangement with the groups mentioned in the particular contract. I
put out a press release saying that the Northern Territory Treasury would not
lose any money. on its short-term investment of $21m and I said it was almost
13%. In fact, I think the rate finished up being 12.3% or 12.4%. However, as
we have said on many occasions, the money that was advanced to the NTDC for that
loan of $21m was at the same rate that Treasury was getting at the time. On the
second question, in relation to the 14%, if my memory serves me correctly, it
was 13% and not 14%.
Acquisition of Melacca Swamp and Black Jungle Swamp
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for LANDS
Has the government plans to acquire, or has it already acquired, Melacca
Swamp and Black Jungle in Koolpinyah Pastoral Lease No 547?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, both Melacca Swamp and the Black Jungle area are proposed for
acquisition by the Northern Territory government for the purpose of establishing
conservation reserves. In fact, it was announced in early January that agreement has been reached in respect of the Melacca Swamp area and the boundaries
have been finalised. The acquisition has not been completed ~t this stage.
However, by agreement with the pastoral lessee, an area of Melacca Swamp, which
is a unique and extensive breeding area for crocodiles and is very important to
the future protection and ~anagement of crocodiles in the Northern Territory,
has been brought under the control of the Northern Territory Conservation
Commission for management of the area, We are now proceeding with fencing and
bringing that area under proper conservation management.
In respect of the Black Jungle area, there are some unique and rare palms
there. It is proposed that the area will be turned into a conservation zone. In
that vicinity, there is some excellent horticultural land and we are determining
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between the Conservation Commission and the Department of Primary Production
areas which should be preserved to ensure the protection of the palm species
whilst, at the same time, making other land in the vicinity available for the
purpose of developing horticultural activities.
Mr Speaker, the Koolpinyah matter is, to say the least, very complex.
There are quite a Significant number of current issues in respect of Koolpinyah.
I have had 2 separate sessions with the lessee of the property to try to resolve
all the issues surrounding its current and future development. In many ways, it
has been a sad story in the Northern Territory and it really is time that all
the issues were resolved. The lessee has undertaken to provide me with a
complete program of all his proposed developments with respect to that property.
I will be working through, in conjunction with the lessee and the department, to
try to overcome a very complicated mishmash of problems and concerns. I hope
that documentation will be available to me by the end of March and we can then
proceed towards the resolution of the multitude of issues involved.
Adherence to School Syllabi
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
What guarantee does the minister have that school syllabi are actually
taught in full and according to the time alloted?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, from the questions that are being asked today, I would presume
that the honourable member has read a recent article in the Australian titled:
'The lies they teach our children'. I guess that many people in the community
felt that that particular article hit home. The quality and the quantity of the
actual programs that are taught in schools are the responsibility of school
principals and are oversighted by the regional superintendent and also the
regional senior education officer of curriculum. Quite frankly, short of
sitting in the classrooms, I could not give any assurance that the actual
programs that have been set down are, in fac.t, being taught. If parents are
concerned about what is being taught in our schools, and I believe that perhaps
there is some room for concern with the school-based curriculum, then they
should involve themselves with the school councils and actually take part in
decisions relating to the school-based curriculum within a particular school.
This Assembly has passed legislation creating school councils which provide an
avenue whereby people can become involved with the education of their children.
I would suggest that, .if people do have concerns, they should become more active
on those councils.
It is also very disappointing to see that some people see our education
system as lacking. The results do not bear that out. A great deal of work has
gone into setting up our education system. The previous Ministers for Education,
Jim Robertson and Marshall Perron, spent a great deal of time and effort in
bringing us to the stage we have reached today. For the first time last year,
we completed core curriculum up to Year 10 and the results speak for themselves.
We had a 70% pass rate in matriculation which is better than in many other
places. We also had very good pass rates in senior secondary certificate
courses. Incidentally, the name of those courses has been changed to schoolassessed subjects and those results are also very encouraging.
If parents are concerned about the school-based curriculum that is being
taught, they have every opportunity of making their views known to the

9

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Tuesday 5 March 1985
particular school council. I wish that more people would think positively about
education. The results are good. If they were not good, I would be concerned
and be jumping up and down. Whilst the results are good, I do not intend to
address the matter any further.
Wharf at Nhulunbuy
Mr LEO to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
Is he able to provide a date for a start on the proposed new land-backed
wharf in the Gove harbour?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this matter was included in the capital works program for this
financial year. Unfortunately, when the matter went out to tender, the prices
came ih some $200 000 more than the budgeted estimate for that project.
Consequently, we have had to go through a process of negotiation and
restructuring to try to ensure that we are getting the best deal for our money
so far as that proposed port is concerned. To that end, one of the main users
of that port, V.B. Perkins and Company, will contribute a proportion towards
the cost of construction of that port. That has eased the problem. The gap has
been narrowed down to some $130 000.
Mr Speaker, through the Department of Ports and Fisheries, the government
has been undertaking evaluation aimed at the comprehensive development of
fishing resources in northern Australian waters and the provision of a strong
base for a fishing industry in the Northern Territory. This is being done
through a consulting company, Norgaard. Twelve months ago, it presented us with
a base-line study which indicated major fish resources available in the Northern
Territory. The consultants are currently finalising stages 2 and 3 of the study
to develop strategy plans for the development of fisheries in the Northern
Territory. A significant part of that consideration is the development of
wharves, ports anft other land-based facilities to attract and support the effort
of fishermen in the offshore fishery.
As a consequence of that development and to ensure that we are not doing
things on an ad hoc basis,decisions in respect of the Gove port development at what was known as the old mission jetty area and where the current bargelanding facility is -were delayed to give us time to consult with Norgaard, to
ensure that any developments would be consistent with our proposals for the
long-term development of shore-based facilities for the fishing industry. Gove
has the potential to become a significant outport in the future of the fishing
industry in the Northern Territory and it is important that what we do is
consistent with that. I have discussed the matter with the consultants and am
advised that the proposed port development is quite consistent with stage 1 of
the Norgaard proposals. The matter will now be referred back to Cabinet to
ensure that the finances are available to proceed' as soon as possible with the
development of that port.
Interest Rates in Casino Agreements
MrB. COLLINS to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
I ask a supplementary question after the clarification that has been sought
'from me by the Chief Minister. I refer the minister to the agreement to which
his signature is appended; I refer ,to sche,dule 3, attachment F of that agreement.
At line 54 of that schedule, detailing the financial returns to the Northern
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Territory Property Trust, is the entry .'return to equity - 10%'. We know that
that return is guaranteed by the good old Northern Territory taxpayer. At line
55, we have 'return to loans' - that is, loans made by the trust - 'at 14%'. Is
the guaranteed return on loans at 14% guaranteed by the NTDC in the same way as
the previous entry of 10% of equity is guaranteed? If so, can he explain why
the trust can get a guaranteed return of 14% on its loans whereas the money we
lend it attracts 12.3%?

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition asks a question about an agreement
that was signed several months ago and expects me- to keep that information in my
head.
Mr B. Collins:

Is 14% guaranteed by government?

Mr DONDAS: As I understand it, without accepting the interjection by the
Leader of the Opposition as such, the property trust has some financial
arrangement with the NTDC to ensure that the operators will not lose any money.
The Leader of the Opposition quite rightly says that the trust has been assured
a 10% gua~antee on its investment. I have quickly read line 55 which says:
'Similarly, only a 6-monthly loan interest payment occurs in the first year' •
The property trust, in obtaining financial assistance to enter the trust, has
had to pay a higher rate. It may have paid 13%. As I understand it, the NTDC
has guaranteed the shortfall between the 10% and 13%.
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Casino Takeover
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
In a statement to the Assembly in regard to the casino takeover, he said
that the loan from the Northern Territory Development Corporation to the trust
proved less expensive than an extension of the Australia, Bank' loan., Could he
explain to the Assembly the nature of the additional expenses that would have
been involved, whether they were in the nature of interest payments or legal
expenses, and to whom those expenses would have accrued?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, for the benefit of the honourable member, the decision as to
whether to use an Australia, Bank loan or a Treasury loan involved the following
consideration. If Treasury funds had been used, they would have attracted the
rate that Treasury would have received on the market by investing the funds in
any other investment portfolio. I believe the return to Treasury would have
been a point cheaper for the NTDC than if it went through the commercial route
of the bank because the bank's rate would have been slightly higher. By
borrowing the money through commercial arrangements such as through the
Australia Bank, there would have been additional costs: the documentation costs
and the flat-rate fee that is paid for loans that are advanced by banks under
those circumstances. I can obtain the exact comparisons of costs for the
honourable member if he would like them. The honourable member has agreed to
meet with officers of the government on Friday for a briefing on details such as
this. So far as I am concerned, there is no big secret about it. That is the
sort of detail that he can raise at the time and we will only be too pleased to
provide the information to him.
Appointment of Additional Magistrate
Mr DALE to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Can ,he inform the Assembly if he has taken any action to appoint an
additional magistrate?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am sure honourable members will be interested to learn of
actions that we have taken, particularly since the Leader of the Qpposition
raised this matter in the adjournment debat,e yesterday and there has been
considerable interest in the media. Unfortunately, the Territory has 2 of its
magistrates" including the Chief Magistrate, off work on medical grounds and we
are not quite sure how long that situation will prevail. The government is
proposing to appoint an additional magistrate for the Northern Territory,
bringing the total number to 8. As a result of the situation we have found
ourselves in since Monday of this week, when the Chief Magistrate took sick
leave, I am pleased to advise that His Honour the Administrator this morning has
appointed as an acting magistrate, a Mr A.J. Cavit, who will act as a magistrate
until the end of December of this year. I hope to be in a position in the nottoo-distant future to make further announcements about other acting magistrates
appointed to help us over the current difficult period. I advise that Mr Cavit
has almost 15 years of post-admission experience comprising 4 years of civil
litigation, 3 years of mixed civil and criminal experience and 8 years working
exclusively in the criminal field. For the last 4 years, he has been working
with the Department of Law in the Northern Territory. I believe that he will
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bring credit to the magistrates court and I am sure will do an honourable job
for us all.
Mineral Content of Alice Springs Water
Mr VALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
In the adjournment debate last week I used these 2 jug elements to
demonstrate the problems associated with the mineral content of the water in
Alice Springs. Could he advise whether he has had his department investigate
the problems associated with this mineral content with a view to installing
some type of treatment facility on the southern edge of town?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I referred yesterday to the deplorable set of circumstances
that the member for Braitling brought to the attention of this Assembly in
relation to what is occurring to his taps and electric jug elements. However, I
think that the question should be redirected to the Minister for Mines and
Energy who has responsibility for location and quality of water.
Blood-Alcohol Limit
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
In view of the notice paid to the question recently, does the government
have any plans to change the legal blood-alcbhol limit from 0.08 to 0.05 and,
if so, what are the reasons?
ANSWER.
Mr Speaker, I was quite amazed to see a newspaper article a few weeks ago
in relation to this matter. The reason for my surprise was that, as far as I
was aware, nobody in government circles had made any firm suggestions in
relation to changing the blood-alcohol level from 0.08 to 0.05. Obviously,
there.has been a fair amount of work done, not only in the Territory but in a
number of states, in relation to finding a suitable level of blood-alcohol
concentration above which it is considered dangerous to drive a motor vehicle on
a public street. At present, 3 states and the Territory have a limit of 0.08
and 4 states have a limit. of 0.05.
In the Territory situation, statistics show that people who have been
involved in accidents, and who have had higher than the prescribed alcohol
level, are well over the 0.08 level. Such people apprehended by the police and
tested in relation to their blood-alcohol level are found to have a reading
well in excess of 0.08. Some of the levels that are being found in the
Territory are extremely high in comparison with national levels. Sometimes they
reach levels whereby the person should be considered clinically dead. I refer
to some readings well over 0.35. Statistically, it has been shown that people
who are apprehended after accidents have readings around 0.15 and 0.25. It is
extremely rare to find people with only 0.08, 0.09 or 0.1 blood-alcohol level.
It indicates that the problem is not the concentration of alcohol but
rather the attitude of the drivers. Irresponsible people consume alcohol
without any regard to the other road users and their responsibilities in
relation to them. Those sorts of people are reaching extremely high bloodalcohol levels. Responsible people seem to take advice from advertising and
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other available information. Those people do not partake of the amber fluid to
such an extent that they reach dangerous blood-alcohol levels. Statistically,
it has been found that it will not make any difference whatsoever if the bloodalcohol limit is decreased from 0.08 to 0.05 or whatever. The fact of the
matter is that drivers must act responsibly in relation to the use of alcohol.
Until such time that individuals decide that drinking and driving is antisocial, the figure that we select will make no difference. It is a matter of
education. At this stage, we do not intend to lower the limit.
Member for Sadadeen's Vineyard Operation
Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
Did the member for Sadadeen make representations to ministers of his
government to prevent Territory Grape Farms Pty Ltd commencing a commercial
vineyard that would compete with his own private vineyard operation?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can say with great honesty that the honourable member ~or
Sadadeen and all honourable members in my party have been, are and will continue
to be great. supporters of all horticultural industries that are developing in
both central and northern Australia. I think it is commendable that a member
of the Assembly has an outside interest such as the development of grape growing
in central Australia. The horticultural development of central Australia really
is in its pioneering phase. I think all honourable members would accept that it
is quite commendable. If the honourable member for MacDonnell wants to pursue
any interest that he believed would develop the centre of Australia, he would
find us willing supporters. In the 5 years that he has been in here, I cannot
recall that he has ever supported anything that was worth doing. The development of the grape project at Pine Hill is one that the government has supported
since day one and, only recently, Cabinet asked the Department of Lands to
expedite the excision of land from the station so that the agreement between
the potential horticultural developers and station owners can be settled and
development can proceed as quickly as possible. One of the great potential
exports from central Australia is the grape harvest for the tables of southern
Australians because our product comes on the market 2 or 3 weeks before the
rest of the grape harvest in this country. That is one of the grape producers'
greatest assets.
Aboriginal Assistant Teachers
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Is he able to report to this Assembly on the current position of the
funding of the Aboriginal assistant teacher positions in outstations?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this issue was of great concern to the Northern Territory
government. We were concerned that the funds to maintain an ongoing program
were being withdrawn from the Northern Territory government. We needed to have
negotiations with the federal government to address the problem. However, I
could not allow the Territory government· to totally fund teaching assistants.
There will be a debate later this morning on this issue. It is of very real·
concern to the Northern Territory government and it should also be of concern to
the people of the Northern Territory. Clyde Holding had discussions with me

14

OUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Wednesday 6 March 1985
about the funding of teaching assistants. At that meeting, it was decided that
we would set up a joint working party to examine outstation education in
general. I was very pleased to hear the comments made by the member for Millner
the other day abou~ assistance in obtaining more funds from the government for
disadvantaged schools programs. I would also ask that the opposition assist the
government in making representations to the Commonwealth for increased funds for
teaching assistants.
We have exchanged letters, concerning the conditions and membership of the
working party. Time is running out. We must have some decision before the end
of June 1985. The representatives on that worki~g party are the FEPPI group,
which is the Aboriginal education group in the Northern Territory, the National
Aboriginal Education Committee, the Department of Aboriginal Affairs and the
Northern Territory Department of Education. It is important that the people
involved on that particular committee are really au fait with Aboriginal
education generally because it will continue to be a problem as far as funding is
concerned. In answer to the honourable member's question, a working party has
been set up. We will be discussing the issue and, hopefully, we will be able to
resolve it by the end of June this year.
Supply of Electricity to Farms in Ti Tree Area
MrEDE to CHIEF MINISTER
Mr Speaker, I ask this question of the Chief ~inister because he was
previously the Minister for Mines and Energy. Did the Northern'Territory
government, at a cost of about $90 000, provide an electricity supply to 2 grape
farms in the Ti Tree, area without receiving any request for that supply or was
the connection requested by the member for Sadadeen, the owner of one of those'
farms? Did he write subsequently to the owners of the grape farms seeking a
contributiqn towards the cost of electricity supply and, if so, what
contributions have been received from the member for Sadadeen or others?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am only too pleased that the honourable member has raised this
matter again and directed it to me. He had a bit of a swipe yesterday about the
same issue and, as usual, he is more on a muckraking kick than dealing ,with the
truth. I would just like to bring to the honourable member's attention a couple
of facts in relation to this matter. Firstly, when I was Minister for Mines and
Energy and for Primary Production, I received a representation from Mr Dahlenburg
during a visit to his farm: He requested assistance from the government in
several forms. One was access to electricity because one of the most expensive
costs that Mr Dahlenburg was facing on his property was the generation of power
and the use of diesel fuel to pump water. That seemed to me to be a pretty
reasonable request for somebody who has a major investment and is really
pioneering the development of a horticultural industry that will serve the
central Australian region well in the years to come. Even the member for Stuart
would be prepared to concede that point.
The honourable member suggested that there was some sort of irregularity in
extending the power to Mr Dahlenburg. I would just like to pick Ehat up because
Mr Dahlenburg, in our view, should have some support. We run a powerhouse in
Ti Tree and we extended that power to an Aboriginal camp 6 miles south of the
road. We provided all of that at no cost to the Aboriginal community. How
could we then say to a guy who is working his butt off, trying to do something
for the place and really giving it a go ...
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Mr B. Collins:
Denis.

Talk about the benefits you are going to get from it

Mr'TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, I am only ,too pleased that the honourable member
is starting to raise it with the connotation that he wants to put on it: that
,there is some sort of impropriety. Let us deal with that as we go. I said to
NTEC: 'Can you put the power on?' It said: 'Yes, we can put the power on, and
the cost is X'. One of the benefits is that we might get up to a dozen more
farmers in that region. New ,farmers have been prevented from coming because of
the cost of oil and the inability to subdivide because of the economics of the
project. The provision of electricity in that region, just as it did in the
Darwin River Dam region and scores of other areas around the Northern Territory,
will open up the region.
Mr Speaker, let us consider Mr Dahlenburg' s contributio'n towards the cost.
At the time Mr Dahlenburg approached me, he was in serious financial straits.
There was no possibility at that time of Mr Dahlenburg's writing NTEC a
cheque. There was every chance Mr Dahlenburg would go down the drain and the
whole thing finish. To the government, to the Department of Primary Production
and to ADMA, there was a very good reason for us to try and support Mr
Dahlenburg: to make sure that he survived and became viable and to make sure that
further farmers entered the region and developed.
I am not up to date with whether Mr Dahlenburg has been'asked to contribute
to the cost of his power. That extension was made well before the rural
provisions were put in place. That was one of the reasons why we made an
arrangement for the provision of power to rural people. I had the same thing in
my own electorate where p~ople 500 m outside the provision of town power were
not able to get an extension because it was, going to cost them $100 000 for
transformers etc., NTEC's role in the'community, whether the honourable member
for Stuart wants to support it or not, is to provide power to as many people as
possible for the cheapest possible price., That has been the object of the
exercise.
Mr Speaker, in your own area in Katherine, you would be the first to admit
,that NTEC's contribution of probably $2m or $3m in the next year or 2 to supply
power to all the 'rural people on the western side of the town is a very good
con'tribution by the government to the commlmity to' ensure that expansion and
development continues. I cannot expect the rest of the community to have
electricity to make their businesses viable and then turn round and say to a
farmer that, because he is a farmer, and he raises goats and pigs and grows
watermelons, he is not entitled to power and, if he goes broke, he is a mug and
should not be out there anyway.
'
Mr B. Colliris: You really should go and talk to Jim Sullivan about his
negotiations with NTEC. He would love to read this. He has been farming for
20 years.
Mr TUXWORTH: ·Mr Speaker, that is the mentality of the honourable member
for Stuart. That is the way he likes it. The object of the exercise is to
provide power to as many people as possible and to give them the benefit of that
power so that they can grow and develop, whether they are Aboriginals, whether
they are farmers, whether they are miners or whatever they are.
The honourable Leader of the Opposition interjects about the prOV1S10n of
power to Mr,Sullivan. I see Mr Sullivan pretty regularly. He has never raised
with me the provision of power to his block.
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Mr B. Collins:

I will talk to you about it later.

Mr TUXWORTH: The honourable member may wish to talk to me about it later.
If there is a problem and an injustice, and there is something reasonable that
we can do to see that power is provided so that more business and the growth of
the horticultural industry Can ensue, then we want to be in it.
Letmejust pick up another very important point for the honourable member.
If· we are to have a horticultural industry in the Northern Territory - whether
it is ADMA, Pine Hill or Ti Tree - we will probably be able to grow a lot of
things 'without a great need for power. But the crunch will come when we start
to turn out the volume and we need cold-room facilities allover the Territory
to handle the product so that it does not rot in sheds. The potential cost of
that infrastructure to a farmer who is spending every penny he has just to get
the stuff out of the ground will be the straw that breaks the camel's back.
Setting aside the costs'of domestic power generation, diesel for pumping water
and a range of other things, there will be a need for us to measure up to the
provision of cold-storage facilities to hold the product before.,we ship it.
Mr B. Collins:

We've been telling you to do that for years.

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, the honourable member says that he has been
telling us to .do that for years. That is the first time I have heard him
support it so I do not know who has been telling a fib.
Mr B. Collins:

Have a look at our primary industry policy document.
Juvenile Detention Centre in Darwin

Mr SETTER to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
What is the current situation with a proposal to establish a juvenile
detention centre in Darwin?
ANSWER
The member for Jingili has expressed in this Assembly and, indeed, within
his own electorate on numerous occasions his concern and interest in the matter
of juvenile detention centreS. The Northern Territory government was proceeding
to build a juvenile detention centre within my own electorate. A site was
identified in Boulter Road, Berrimah. Honourable members may remember when a
detention centre was established in Berrimah. It is now part of Youth Hostels
of Australia. The proposal for the youth.detention centre went as far as
requesting 'preliminary sketch plans for development of the centre. But at that
stage, the juvenile .detention centre situation in Giles House in,Alice Springs
was not running anywhere near capacity. It was decided to delay the development
of such a centre until it could be clearly identified what the needs and the
population might be for such a centre in Darwin. As of 26 February, Giles
House was running at near capacity and a large percentage of the juveniles
detained in that centre were from the northern region. Recently, I established
the Juvenile Crime Task Force and one of its terms of reference was for it to
make recommendations on how the government should address the problem. One of
those recommendations might well be the establishment of a detention centre. I
would like to'make it very clear that putting juv~niles in concrete cells and
locking the door is not the answer to our problem. The recidivism experienced
through that type of treatment of our juveniles can only lead them into a life
of institutionalisation. It would just become a training ground for our prison
system within the Northern Territory.
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We have a corner of Blatherskite Park that the juveniles at Giles House
are using as a farm area. One of the things that they are growing is grapes. I
am' not sure if they have the power on in that area. I will be making
investigations into that within the next couple of weeks. From the comparative
analysis that we have done of overseas countries, the trend seems to be that a
behavioural modification centre should include some type of activity for the
juveniles. Largely, this takes the form of farms or bush camps. Indeed, the
matron of Giles House has considerable experience in this area. We will be
looking at all the available .options and the latest technology in these types of
centres. I look forward to the findings of the Task Force on Juvenile Crime to
give the government som~ clear indication on the direction that we should be
heading in.
Darwin Airport
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
In view of the reported cutbacks by the federal Department of Housing and
Construction in relation to the Darwin Airport project, is he aware of the
federal government's intention to cut back next year's budget not from the
rumoured $38m to $18m but to less than $lOm?
.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, there have been rumours for some time now in relation to a slowdown of the construction of the Darwin Airport project. They have caused myself
and all members of the government a great deal of concern. ,Obviously, the
infrastructure that is being developed in the Territory in relation to tourism
'certainly requires that we have an airport able to provide first-class~
facilities and service to tourists and to Territorians. There would not.be a
member in this Assembly who would speak highly of the present situation at
Darwin Airport which is an absolute disgrace. It is imperative that the
development of the Darwin Airport terminal proceed to enable it to be finished
as quickly as possible. The viability of the development of tourist infrastructure in Darwin itself would certainly be interfered with if that airport
project does not go 'ahead.
Mr Speaker, in relation to stories regarding the slow-down of the project
in question, I have addressed a letter to the Minister for Aviation in Canberra
and I would like to read that letter to the Assembly:
Dear Mr Morris,
I·note with some trepidation the following statement in the Bosch
Report in relation to the Darwin Airport redevelopment project:
'Some of the other major airport projects presently under way,
Darwin being a particular cause for concern, may also not be
justified on economic grounds'. In view of the prominence being
afforded the Bosch Report in federal government circles, and your
own heralding of the report as a landmark document, I am concerned
that the federal government may be influenced by Bosch on economi.c
grounds to scale down the scope of works currently. approved for
the Darwin Airport project.
To expect justification of the project on purely economic grounds
is ridiculous. We are talking about Australia's northern
international gatewa!l. We currently rely on a passenger terminal
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that was built as a RAAF hangar in 1945, which has seen little
modification since. A further major factor to be taken into
-account is the moving of the entire civil aviation operation
in Darwin to the northern side of .the runway, which is
predicated on military not economic grounds.
Also of considerable concern are the reported activities of the
razor gang, being carried out by your colleague~ Senator the
honourable Peter Walsh. This raises fears in the Northern
Territory that contract works on the Darwin Airport project may
be deferred as part of the federal government's austerity
measures. There are obvious and compelling reasons why the
Darwin Airport project should proceed according to the-original
construction timetable to bring the new airport complex into
operation by late 1988. To delay the project timetable in any
way now must surely result in cost penalties overall.
I seek your assistance that the Darwin Airport redevelopment
project will proceed in accordance with the original approved
construction program for the new airport complex to become
operational by late 1988.

As well as writing this letter, the Chief Minister has also made written
r,epresentations to the Prime Minister in relation to the apparent rumours and
proj ected slow-downs of the Darwin Airport proj ect. W,e are so far from the
rest of Australia, without a railway and without any other means of interstate
or overseas transport, except by air. All Territorians should find it
intolerable that there is talk of slowing down the development of the Darwin
Airport terminal. I hope that they are rumours.
The Chief Minister, the Deputy Chief Minister and I will be speaking to
Senator Peter Walsh later on this month in relation to the development of the
Darwin Airport and also in relation to Alice Springs Airport.
I would just like to say again that, if that development does not proceed,
it will affect all Territorians and the development of the Northern Territory.
I think that all members of this Assembly have a duty to encourage that
development to proceed fQrthwith and without any slowing down. It appals me
that it is even being contemplated.
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Drug and Alcohol Overnight Shelters
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for HEALTH
When does he expect the Drug and Alcohol Service Association in Schwarz
Crescent, Alice ,Springs, will open as an overnight shelter? In the light of
recent events at Ti Tree, has the government any intention of opening up a
similar shelter in that place?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am not certain what the honourable member refers to as
recent events in Ti Tree. If he is referring to events which gave rise to
conduct of the violent nature, of course, drug and alcohol shelters are not
designed for that purpose. To answer the last part of that question first then,
the incidence in the Ti Tree area, to the best of my knowledge, has been very
low. I think that is commendable for the area because previously there were
quite a few problems in that area. Obviously, the community attitude there is
improving markedly. My recollection is that, in the last, 12 months, there have
been only 8 detentions of that nature. I understand there have been detentions
of another nature but only 8 detentions of non-violent people in need of
assistance due to alcoholism or being drunk.
AS,for the centre to be established in Schwarz Crescent, Alice Springs,
the government recently provided funds necessary for the upgrading of the old
home there. Additional toilet and shower facilities are needed and construction
work is now proceeding. The very active committee is'headed by Hinton Low, a
businessman who is devoting a great deal of time and a great deal of his own
potential for earning a living to the affairs of that committee. ,He is being
paid what one would describe as a mere retainer by the Department of Health to
assist the commtttee as its executive director. The committee has called for
applications for a manager for the centre and I understand that interviews for
that position are to be conducted soon. I hope to see the centre operational
within about 4 weeks.
Justices of the Peace
Mr FIRMIN to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Is there any move at federal level to reinstate justices of the peace to a
situation where they are permitted to certify applications for passports and
immigration documents and, if not, will he take this up on behalf of the
Territory justices of the peace?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the first meeting of Attorneys-General since I became AttorneyGeneral in the Territory will be held in a couple of weeks time. I am not
familiar at this stage with the agenda for that meeting. I am unable to advise
the member whether the matter is currently under inve'stigation. However, I
will undertake to have the matter examined and advise him. If the federal
authorities are not examining it, we may well raise it with them.
Purchase of Casinos
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
This is the same question that I asked on Tuesday morning and he undertook
to give me an answer by lunchtime that day. As far, as I am aware, I have not
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had an answer. Was the $2.5m contribution to the purchase price of the casinos
made under section 21 of the Financial Administration and Audit Act?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, my apology to the honourable member. I have carted the answer
in and out of here for the 2 days since he' asked me and I should have given it
to him. The short answer is no. Section 21 allows for grants to be made and
this was not a grant. The money was paid u~der a provision of the Territory
Development Corporation Act which assists small business.
Northern Territory Prisons
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
What is the policy of the government regarding rehabilitation and
recreation for prisoners in the prisons in the Northern Territory, especially at
the Gunn Point Prison Farm?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, 'I share the concerns of the member for Koolpinyah who has a
prison establishment in her electorate. I have the Berrimah Prison in mine and
she has the Gunn Point Prison Farm in hers.
The recreational, industrial and hobby pursuits at the farm have been'
referred to from time fo time. I would like to foreshadow to the Assembly that
the Apsey Report which my predecessor, now the Minister for Transport and Works,
received when he had responsibility for correctional services addresses that
particular problem. It addresses .some of the issues which have been raised
about Gunn Point. I will be tabling it at the next sittings. I would just like
to remind members of the high cost of keeping people in cells in the Northern
Territory. It is a growth industry that the Northern Territory could well do
without. The construction cost per cell is $50000 and it Co.sts $90 a day to
keep a person in prison. It becomes quite .,.
.
Mr Dondas:
Mr COULTER:

Put them in the Travelodge.
That would be a little cheaper.

These are the types of issues that we will have to address soon. I have
made/some efforts to increase .the effectiveness. of community service orders.
Honourable members will know the trouble I had when I tried to organise the
prisoners to do a ·li·ttie' work under community service orders. In fact, we put
them to work at the Darwin Institute of Technology library. We will be
addressing the matter of recreational and hobby courses and security on prison
farms. We will be moving towards involving prisoners in worthw.hile pursuits so
that they pay their.debt to the community by being involved in endeavours that
will benefit the community at large. I have been in touch with the trade union
movement to ask it to identify projects that we may be able to engagepriscners
in for the benefit of the community as a whole and at the same time not' deprive
other persons of worthwhile employment. They would be projects that would not
proceed if such a labour force were not used.
I would like to pay tribute to.the type of work that the prisoners at Gunn"
Point'have been involved in •. The boat ramp at Leaders Creek was a Department of
Correctional Services initiative which was completed by the Conservation
Commission. The cleaning.up of the northern beach at Gunn Point was done by the
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prisoners. In fact, the water supplied to the ablution block comes from the
Gunn Point Prison Farm. Maintenance on the southern road is also done by the
Gunn Point prisoners. There are farming activities out there, as the member for
Koolpinyah will be well aware. Gunn Point is in fact the food bowl of the
prison system in Darwin., Costs are exorbitant and we will be looking at ways in
which we can contribute more without actively competing with private enterprise.
That will also provide worthwhile pursuits for prisoners to enable them to serve
a worthwhile purpose within the community. We 'cannot just keep juveniles locked
up in concrete cells and throwaway the key. If we institutionalise people,
the level of recidivism~is extremely high. People just keep coming back into
institutions. As I said, I foreshadow to honourable members that some of the
recreation and industrial pursuits of prisoners will be actively pursued by this
government. I will be addressing that issue a little later on.
Transfer of Government Funds
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
Can he tell the Assembly, as he foreshadowed he may have to do, whether he
will be seeking a transfer of funds 'under section 13A of the Financial
Administration and Audit Act and will that transfer be to, division 23 of the
Northern Territory Apprppriation Act 1984-85? In explanation, that is the
$2.5m hole which was left in the NTDC vote which the minister said he may have
to refill at some later stage.
ANSWER
At this stage, the Chairman of the Northern Territory Development
Corporation has not given me any paper work requesting a transfer to that
division. Of course,we are only into the month of March. There are still
several months of this financial year to run. If the chairman does make such a
request, I will inform the Leader of the Opposition.
Braitling School Extensions
Mr VALE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Can he advise the Assembly when the permanent extensions to Braitling
shool will be commenced?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member has been a't me for some time to do
something about thi~ problem at the Braitling School. I met with representatives
of the school council, the school principal and the honourable member when I was
last in· Alice Springs. There was a meeting between the council and the"
department held on 15 February relating to the project to which the honourable
member refers. It involves the construction of 3 classrooms and ancillary
areas. The project was admitted to the 1984-85 design list. My understanding
is that the project will be completed by December 1986. The honourable member
for Braitling will say that they cannot wait that long. That date was agreed to
between the school council and the department.
Mr Speaker, I might also add that; where there is a need for increased
facilities to cater for increased enrolments, some councils and groups will say
to me as the ministei that they do not want any temporary facility and they are
quite prepared to have overcrowding until we are prepared to pay the full amount
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so that they can have a purpose-built facility. My concern with that is that it
is not generally the member in the Assembly who gets the blister when there is
overcrowding, it is the minister or the department. All we try to do is to make
sure that the students in a particular school are adequately catered for and
that there are f~cilities and room for the teaching to proceed in an orderly
. fashion. It is all very well to say that we do not worry about overcrowding
but I can assure members that the government does worry.
We will be proceeding .with the purpose-built facilities: the 3 classrooms
and an ancillary area. Hopefully, that will be completed by December 1986. I
understand also that the council of that school has requested further
expenditure to be considered. I am doing that at present.
Protection of Vegetation in Woodcutters Mine Area
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
What action is being taken by him to protect the rain forest areas and
other vegetation, including pasture land, in the Woodcutters mine area that may
be affected by the proposed dewatering of the mine?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this important matter is quite .,complex. I will not take the
time of the Assembly during question time with a comprehensive brief on the
subject.' Information is available to all members if they so wish. The
honourable member and peo~le in the region are rightly concerned for the
preservation of 2 rain forest areas in the vicinity of the Woodcutters mine. I
am advised by officers that the principal rain forest, which I think is visible
from Batchelor Road, is about 4 km from the mine site itself. As the mine
dewatering program in all likelihood will cause the creek to run permanently
in the future, no damage is foreseen to this particular rain· forest. In fact,
the rain forest may even benefit through additional growth. Notwithstanding
that, the area will be monitored continually to gauge the effects of the
dewatering.
There is another section of rain forest which is less well known. It is
also about 4 km from the mine in the other direction. Whilst this rain forest
is not regarded to be under any threat from the dewatering, it will be monitored
anyway, both mechanically and visually. The mine owners have undertaken that,
i f any detrimental effects to the rain forest are found as a result of the
dewatering program, they will install a system which will provide permanent
water to that rain forest as well. As I mentioned, it is not envisaged that
this action 'will be necessary. Officers of the Department of Mines and Energy
and the Water Resources Division are taking a very genuine and intensive
interest in the mine because of a most unfortunate incident some time ago which
received quite a lot of publicity. Ofificers of the Conservation Commission are
also taking an interest in the area. The 3, groups are closely involved in the
preparation of any approvals which are given by myself under the Mining Act for
wo~kto take place in the region.
I have undertaken to meet with local
landholders in the. area in the near future to discuss problems as they see them
and to see if we cannot work out some resolutions.' I can assure honourable
members that my personal interest in the Woodcutters mine will be ongoing.
Gove Peninsula Electricity Supply Conditions
Mr LEO to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
When will ,this government negotiate the terms and conditions for the supply
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of electricity on the Gove peninsula as is required for the licensing provisions
in the Electricity Supply Act?
ANSWER
I expected that question from the honourable member. I would have been a
bit disappointed had he not' raised it because it has been a regular question by
the honourable member to successive ministers. The situation which currently
exists between Nabalco and NTEC in regard to the supply of electricity and
electricity licensing seems to have reached a stand-off which I am proposing to
resolve. 'The issue has come down to examining the legal questions involved. I
think this is most unfortunate. 'Whilst we must all pay regard to the legalities
of what transpired in the past, I think that the attitude of resorting to
lawyers to establish the terms and conditions is not exactly in the spirit of
cooperating to seek a resolution. At the present time, I find it mpst
unsatisfactory that, legally, we appear not to have an agreement with Nabalco
on the generation of electricity. It is also possible that it is generating
electricity without a licence under the No~thern Territory act. That is of
concern to me. Whilst I have not been able to devote my total attention to,this
question in the short time that I have been the minister responsible, I propose
to do so. I have had talks over the last few days with the new chairman of,
NTEC. I have told him that I regarq it as a top priority, along with things
like the pipeline and the Channel Island Power-station which are very much on
our agenda at the present time. Within perhaps a couple of months, I should be
in a position to take some very specific action in regard to the electricity ,
supply situation in Nhulunbuy. I will undertake to keep the honourable member
informed of progress in that regard. It probably will not be without some
public toing and froing on the subj ect'.
St John Ambulance Service in Yulara
Mr VALE to MINISTER for HEALTH
I

,

Can he advise the reasons behind the withdrawal of the St John Ambulance
service from one of. the Territory's largest and growing towns, Yulara?
ANSWER
As I understand it, the service was withdrawn on about 31 January this
year. I do not know whether I would describe Yulara as being one of the
Territory's largest towns. The s:i,tuation a,t Yularais quite unique in the
Territory. The tourist infrastructure, to use that much-used word, is very
concentrated indeed. The general pop'ulation of the area, which has
traditionally required medical services, particularly aero-medical services, is
fairly static. There are very severe restrictions on traffic speeds all around
the national park. The principal danger would be to the travelling public on
the open highway coming to the park and Aboriginal communities remote from the
national park. I do not think that the provision of an ambulance service
necessarily will improve the lot of those people viS a vis the service already
provided by the Royal Flying Doctor Service.
As I understand it, the service was withdrawn by St John Ambulance because
of difficulty in obtaining volunteers. I guess that really stems from .the
nature of the people who work and live in the national park area. Where the
bulk'of the work force is associated with the tourism industry, quite obviously
the working pattern is very different than that,which would exist in a normal
non-Aboriginal urban community. These people work in the service and catering
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sector of the park's operation, in the 2 major international hotels, in the
bunkhouses, in the Ernest Giles Tavern and in the shopping complexes. All of
these have odd hours of operation. I dare say the ability to attract volunteers
from such a work force is far more difficult than it would be elsewhere. One
may think that the logical approach would be to appoint' a full-time officer of
the St John Ambulance. But then, you would have only 1 officer who would be
expected to hang around for 24 hours a day. The cost of having 2 would be quite
horrendous. The matter of leave would necessitate the appointment of 3 officers
and the cost would become completely out of hand. .
There are many people in the national park area who believe that a fulltime ambulance service is justifiable. Figures to date do not seem to indicate
that but it is my intention to monitor the program closely. As soon as
possible, I intend to talk to communities about health needs and youth, sport
and recreation needs. I will discuss the'matter with people resident at the
Rock, particularly the police and people previously involved in the St John.
Ambulance Service, to try to come up with a workable solution without breaking
the piggy bank. I have no doubt that there is a demand for ambulance services
in the area. Precisely what model that ambulance service should follow is
something that I cannot answer yet. I will be making an effort to resolve the
difficulty and to come to a solution which is satisfactory from a health
delivery and a safety point of view and which is workable within the normal
operational model which is used by St John Ambulance in the Northern Territory.
Report on Domestic Violence
Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
I would refer him to a press release, issued by his predecessor on 21
October last year, which foreshadowed some action to implement the
recommendations put forward in Dr Peter d'Abbs' comprehensive report on domestic
violence. What action has been taken to implement some of those recommendations?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the report on domestic violence has been out for some time now.
It has been the subject of intensive research and investigation by Cabinet.
Currently, the government is investigating what resources it has at the moment
to meet the needs as outlined in the report. The Departments of Education,
Health and Law and also the police are looking at this particular problem at the
moment. A further .submission on what resources are currently available to meet
the obvious needs which were outlined in the report will be put to Cabinet this
month. I will be able to advise the member for Stuart more fully on the
implementation of some of the recomm~ndations in the report in the very near
future.
.Braitling School
Mr BELL to MINSTER for EDUCATION
To what extent are 'overcrowding problems at Braitling school the result of
the deferral of Mt John subdivision and the consequent hasty decision to
subdivide the Dixon Road area?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can assure hon0urable members that there is not an overcrowding problem at this stage. If overcrowding occurs, we will install
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demountables to take care of the excess enrolment. There is. not an overcrowding
problem with Braitling school and I do not see one occurring in the forseeable
future. We will be constructing additional classrooms to cater for increased
enrolments.
Matriculation Results in NT
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Given the Northern Territory's need to train our own technical and
professional work force, .would he advise how last year's matriculation results
compared with previous years and with South Australia?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, they were terrific. We have had a number of questions relating
to the school courses over the last week. As I have pointed out on other
occasions, our results last' year were very good indeed. Our' overall pass rate
in matriculation was 70% and that compares more than favourably with South
Australia which had a 67% pass rate. Not only have we had a good pass rate this
year but it has been improving steadily over the years. It is interesting to
note that the 10 top matriculants have also improved their point scores over the
years. This year, the average of the top 10 matriculants is 10 points above
previous years. I hope that people see the positive aspects of education rather
than the negative aspects. If the results were not good, I yould be concerned
and I would look t.o address that. However, we cannot rest on our laurels. With
the core curriculum reaching all stages of compulsory education last year, the
results shou~d improve even further from now on.
Applicants for Position of Director of Darwin Institute of Technology
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Has he received any complaints from the applicants for the position of
principal/director of the Darwin Institute of Technology in respect of the
manner in which they were treated by the Northern Territory government and, if
so, have they been considered yet by the institute council?
ANSWER
Mr

Speaker~

the answer is no.
Renal Unit in Alice Springs

Mr VALE to MINISTER for HEALTH
An announcement was made by the former Minister for Health last year on the
establishment of a renal unit in Alice Springs. When will the unit be opened?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the first steps towards establishing a renal unit in Alice
Springs have been taken. Advertisements have been placed for a nursing sister
to establish such a unit and applications should be closed now or be closing
very shortly. The department has had discussions w'ith a dialysis consultant
concerning the nature and location of such a unit within the town. In other
words, it will not necessarily be placed within the hospital. Quite obviously,
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if one is to provide a wide-ranging renal service, then portables must be
provided as well. It is interesting to note that a number of community
organisations, 'particularly service clubs, are interested in participating in
the provision of portable units to be used in homes. The number of persons
requiring such equipment in Alice Springs is not high but, nonetheless, there is
a potential for increased numbers of such patients. Progress is being made in
conjunction with community groups. I hope to be able to advise the honourable
member within the next few weeks as to precisely what type of renal service we
will be able to provide in Alice Springs.
Bridges in Millner Electorate
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
What plans does the government have to build a pedestrian-bicycle bridge
across Rapid Creek near its mouth and a second bridge linking the water gardens
area with Millner?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the member for Millner has spoken to me on this matter and it
has been raised in this Assembly on a ,number of o,ccasions. I cannot give him
explicit details on exactly where we are in relation to building the bridges. A
number of sketch plans of a bridge across the mouth of Rapid Creek have been
displayed in a number of areas. I will give details to the honourable member
,later. The concept is certainly an exciting one. With the developments
occurring in the Brinkin area and the northern suburbs on the other side of the
creek, it certainly would be desirable to have a pedestrian bridge there. As
with all such matters, financial and physical constraints have to be taken into
consideration.
ANSWER TO QUESTION
Applicants for Position of Director of Darwin Institute of Technology
Mr HARRIS (Education) (by leave): Mr Speaker, I wish' to correct an answer I
gave to the Leader of the Opposition a minute ago. I recall that I have
received ,one letter in relation to the appointment of the Director of the Darwin
Institute of Technology. Honourable members will be aware of the enormous
amount of paperwork that flows across my desk.
Tourism and Hospitality Training
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for EDUCATION
I am interesteQ in the area of tourism and hospitality. When will a
tourism and hospitality training facility be operational in Darwin?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am aware of the member" for Jingili's interest in tourism and
hospitality. He has made it very clear over the last few days that this is a
particular interest of his, coupled with juvenile crime. One would be forgiven
for suggesting that perhaps he has had some form of consultation with a certain
journalist who has continually commented in relation to the government's efforts
to establish a tourism and hospitality facility in Darwin. The government is
very concerned about the need to provide people who are qualified to service the
vital tourism industry in the Territory. We will be doing everything we can to
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try to provide short-term courses that are needed to ensure that that particular
industry is serviced well. As I have pointed out, and I guess the message will
get through in time, we have tried to obtain funds to build a facility for
tourism and hospitality training in Darwin. We were looking for $2m on that
particular occasion. Unfortunately, the TAFE Advisory Council did not support
the submission that the government put forward. I have mentioned that in this
Assembly before. I have also mentipned that the Gillen House, which has cost
us some·$5m and isa facility that we are very proud of, will be made the major
training centre for tourism and hospitality in the Northern Territory. The
government does accept the industry's calls for short-term courses to be made
available in the inner-ci~y area of Darwin. By the second part of this year,
we will have a short-term'training facility available to people in Darwin. I
will be making further comment on that at the next sittings of the Legislative
Assembly.
Nhulunbuy Community Library
Mr LEO to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Given that the community library in Nhulunbuy will need to be opened by the
beginning of the 1986 school year, when will construction on the building start?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I do not have the answer to that question before me.
give it to the honourable member later today.

I will'

Applicants for Position of Director of Darwin Institute of Technology
Mr B. COLLINS to MINisTER for EDUCATION
I refer to his previous amended answer and his comments about the paperwork
that flows across his desk. Would he confirm that the complaints received by
the council from applicants for the position of principal were, in fact, sent
to the minister as a result of his specific request to the council for such
correspondence?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I asked for the applications to be sent to my office, not
complaints. I can have the matter clarified for the Leader of the Opposition
and I will supply an answer later today but'only one complaint has come to me
officially in relation to applic~tions for the position of principal last year.
ANSWER TO QUESTION
Purchase of Casinos
Mr TUXWORTH (Chief Minister) (by 'leave): Mr Speaker, I wish to answer
further a question asked of me earlier by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition in
relation to the matter he raised both this morning and the other day. He asked
whether or not the $2.5m paid to Federal Hotels,representing the difference
between $47m and $49.5m, was authorised under section 21 of the Financial
Administration and Audit Act. The answer is no, Mr Speaker. Section 21 deals
with ex gratia payments. The authority for the expenditure of the $2.5m comes
from the powers of the NTDC to spend on development pr'ojects under the
provisions of the Territory Development Act. The $2.5m. was. part of the total
appropriation of funds to the NTDC-for 1984-85 as authorised under that act.
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Accammadatian far Single Persans
Mr McCARTHY to. MINISTER far HOUSING
Is any cansideratian being given to. a change in the Hausing.Cammissian's
current palicy nat to. pravide accammadatian far single per sans in the smaller
tawns in the Territary? Same af these ~awns do. nat have any single persans'
accammadatian available fram the private sec tar nar do. they have caravan
accammadatian. There is a desperate need far single accammadatian.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as I mentianed earlier this week, I have directed the Hausing
Cammissian to. laak at the entire situatian regarding accammadatian far single
peaple. That relates nat anly to. the majar urban centres but right acrass the
Territary. As I explained, the pravisian af single accammadatian is a very
camplex matter. We have .heard in this Assembly this week that 30% af the
Territary's papulatian is still attending schaal. In Darwin alane, we have 5
secandary schaals with at least 5000 peaple attending them. They are the sarts
af numbers af eligible persans that we wauld belaaking at in the next 3 ar 4
years. The criteria af need far·accammadatian will have to. be examined
carefully because we may. end up in asituatian whereby, inadvertently, we may
be encauraging yaung peaple' to. leave hame. either as a result af same·
disagreement with their parents ar to. strike aut an their awn withaut the
'experience in ecanamic resources to. do. so. successfully and therefare burdening
the peap'le af the Territary in praviding a great number af single accommodatian
units. Under the Cammanwealth-States Hausing Agreement, we are required to.
pravide accammodatian to. people an a defined needs basis without any ather
criteria at all. It is a prablem that must be addressed. I can assure the
member far Victaria River that all peaple throughaut the Territary will be
taken into cansideratian in defining this policy. It is my hape that the
palicy that is adapted will last far a lang time and will be mast effective in
regard to. the burden that will be carried by the taxpayer and needs af the
private sectar far accammodatian.
It is prabably warth while painting aut that a number af yaung peaple who.
mave into. the work farce in a number af fields ~ far instance, in the education
field ar as a palice cadet- start with a quite reasanable salary. Under the
Hausing Cammissian's hame purchase assistance scheme, laans may be taken aut
with repayments at anly 20% af incame. That certainly enables peaple who. are
maving into. the wark farce to. make a pasitive decisian to. purchase their awn
accammadatian and, therefare, nat anly add to. the grawth af the Territary but
also. remave the burden af praviding accammodatian from the government and the
taxpayer.
Int'ormatian fram Council of the Darwin Institute of Technalogy
Mr B. COLLINS to. MINISTER for EDUCATION
Has he instructed the Cauncil of the Darwin Institute af Technology, as he
is required to. do under the law and as he will be required to. do. under the
amended Education Act, to. obtain far him the information he autlined in the
Assembly the ather day? If he has not yet instructed the council, as he said
he wauld, could he explain why forms requesting that informatian have already
been distributed to. the staff?
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ANSWER

I have instructed the council in relation to the inquiry that is to be
carried out. That has been conveyed to the chairman of the council.
Housing Loans for Rural Area
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for HOUSING
I would like to draw attention to an injustiGe. Will people living in the
rural area and in farming areas be able to take advantage of the home loan
package off~red by the Housing Commission having regard to the $100 000 current
limit and having regard to the value of agricultural land which is necessary
for the earning of an incom~?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the total value of house and property in relation to the
provision of a loan is $100 000. With rising prices of land and the rising
costs of carrying out development on that land, this may create a ,problem for
peqple in the rural area. I am very much aware of the problems of'a person who
purchases a small number of acres just out of Darwin, Katherine or Alice Springs
and carries out some minor imporvements such as provision of a bore and fencing.
Coupled with the normal rate of increase that is occurring at present, that can
increase the value of that block from $10 000 to $40 000 or $50 000 in a couple
of years. That creates a problem for persons who may have similar incomes to
persons in the urban areas' and who wish to borrow money to build a residence of
the same quality as the ones in the inner-city area. We must also recognise
that land prices in Darwin, Katherine and other areas of the Territory are
rising quite rapidly and the same criteria apply.
However, we must be quite clear in our minds that, if we do make a change
to the present policy, it will not allow people who can well afford to use the
private lending institutions the opportunity of taking advantage of concessional
funds and therefore depriving people who are in need of some assistance in
purchasing houses. 'The matter is being examined. Whatever the results arrived
at, they must be in accordance with the original concept which was to provide
money to people who otherwise cannot afford to take out private lending
institution finance.
Feasibility Studies into Myilly Point Development
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
Have the feasibility studies which the Chief Minister announced were being
conducted into the Myilly Point development been completed and, if so, what were
the conclusions?
ANSWER
They are .completed.

I have not

se~n

them but they are very well advanced.

Possible Lake Sites in Central Australia
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
When can we expect a report on the other 2 possible lake sites in central
Australia, namely, Pybe,ringe and Emily Creek, to be made public?
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ANSWER
Central ian people are indeed interested in their prospects of obtaining a
recreational lake one of these years. The answer to the honourable member's
question is that a formal study to identify recreational lake sites in central
Aus,tralia has not 'commenced yet but is about to. The Water Resources Division
has been doing some preliminary studies to improve available hydrological data.
I t is anticipated that approval to engage a consultant will be finalised this
week and work will then commence on an evaluation of Emily Creek first. Stage 1
of that report will be required by July .this year. If these results are
promising, stage 2 of the investigation will proceed and that report will be due
by the end 9f 1985. If stage 1 results are not promising for Emily Creek, a
_ recommendation will be made that the government look atPyberinge. A 4-month
delay could be anticipated in receipt of that report.
Darwin Centre
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
When will the Darwin Centre be completed? What is the anticipated final
cos·t of the complex and what 'assistance is the government providing to that
project?
ANSWER,
I understand that the hotel 'complex is expected to be finished in midAugust of this year. The convention centre is supposed to be finished towards
the end of September. Of course, the office block tower is expected to be
completed by the end of November or early December. Iunderstandthe·total
cost of the Beaufort Hotel is expected to be in the order of$55m. I understand
that the .total cost of the performing arts centre will exceed $12m. Mr Speaker,
over the course of construction, some $3.5m has been advariced,to the investors,
Burgundy Royale. I understand that $3.5mhas been repaid to the government at
a commercial rate of interest. The only loans outstanding are 2 small loans
that were taken out in the very initial stages totalling some $850 000. When
talking about assistance by the government to that consortium, one must remember
that the investment' in the'Beaufort Hotel is about$55m and the total investment
by the Raffles group is some,$71m. The loan of some $850 000 to that consortium
is certainly supported by myself and many of my colleagues.
As I said in the address-in-replydebate, the development of further,
infrastructure is necessary to support the tourism industry.' Members would be
aware 6f the support the Northern Territory government has provided to the'
Sheraton group which is moving into the Territoty • One Sheraton Hotel in .Ai·ice
Springs, is 65% complete. The one in Darwin is up to about the third floor, now;
It is well known·that the government has provided some financial assistance to
such organisations.
Mr Speaker, the complex will be finished by November and the financial
assistance to that organisation was some $850 000.
Development:in Kings Canyon Area'
Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
I refer hini to his press release of, 20 February 1985 in which he refe·rred
to a tourist development planned forWatarrkaand the government 'sintention .
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to construct a system of roads connecting Uluru, Ntaria and Utju. I would
appreciate some information about that particular system of roads.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the area that is referred to by the honourable member is Kings
Canyon. It is shown on the map. The development that he refers to is the
proposed tourist development at Kings Canyon and the establishment of, Aboriginal
living areas in and around the development for the benefit of the local families
who live there. The development also includes the connection of Uluru to Kings
Canyon because part of the strategy in developing Kings Canyon is for it to be
an outstation or an outpost of Yulara - a one day, one night stopover. It is
my personal view that Kings Canyon is a more scenic tourist destination than
Ayers Rock and the Olgas. Obviously, judging from the numbers who go there
today, it is a very popular place despite the fact that it is not accessible.
As we are now starting to sell tourism on the international market, we can
no longer offer to international tourists destinations like Kings'Canyon with
substandard facilitie's and infrastructure. The government has taken much the
same view with this destination as it did with Yulara. We. believe it is of
international class and interest. We believe it will attract as many as 100 000
tourists a year and, once it is marketed, the numbers will come •. What is
preventing that from happening now is the state of the roads and the lack of,
facilities for anybody to do anything when they get there except walk up and
down the canyon.
In discussions I had earlier this year with the Central Land Council .imd
traditional owners from that area, it was agreed that 'we needed to,establish'
living areas for the people at Kings Canyon. They were very happy about that.
We also discussed the involvement of the Aboriginals as equity participants in
the project. That would be good for the Territory and good for the people i f
they were so interested. We also discussed the mechanisms that would be
involved in connecting Ayers Rock and Kings Canyon by ,road.
Mr Ede:

,What about Hermannsburg?

Mr TUXWORTH: I will come to Hermannsburg in a minute for the honourable
member i f he can contain his enthusiasm for the projects.
The first problelJl that we have is that Aboriginals have so far shown a
reluctance to 'have a direct roadfrom·Ayers Rock to Kings Canyon. That was
discussed at the meeting although it was discussion without prejudice •. The
Aboriginals felt that, i f it was possible,they would not stand on their digs
and object to the road being a direct road. Having said that, ·thereis also the
engineer:l,ng problem of running the road across the salt paris. 'That; is not a
minor consideration at all. There are bigdollais involved in that. One of the
other propositions is to come back down the highway; turn off at Curtin Springs
and go through that way. In any event, major road development needs to be done,
and in consultation with a lot of people. ,
It is my view that, if we can get a·direct link between Yulara and Kings
Canyon, that wo~ld be great. But I must accept that there are engineering
constraints that may force us to make other decisions.
One proposition that has been put forward for consideration is one that
most people who .know the area well regard with some enthusiasm: the c.onceptof
running the road back to Alice Springs and down through' the MacDonnells. I
think that goes through Areyonga and back througb the Palm Valley and Mereenie
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fields. That is really a long-term proposition. You do not have to be terribly
quick to realise that something like that is really outside our financial
capacity. In terms of the 10 or 20-year development of tourism in the region,
maybe it is something that we ought to consider, talk to people about and
encourage participation in the area. If it is decided that, because we do not
have the money or the Aboriginal community is not prepared to support it, that
is different and we can reconsider the options. But I say without any
reservation at all that, once an access road is made available to Kings Canyon
and once there are facilities there for people to bed down in reasonable numbers
and in comfort, there will be a tremendous upsurge in the number of people who
will move into the area.
Setting aside all the bus traffic that will visit the area, the completion
of the South Road in 1986 will see an upsurge in motor vehicle traffic from
tourists in Adelaide, Melbourne and Sydney into that area as we have never seen
it before. AIl\we are proposing at the moment is that we work with the people,
the land council:' the community and within our own engineering and financial
constraints to present the best face of the area that we can for the best
advantage of the tourists who will go there. Hopefully, within a few years,
100 000 people a year will visit Kings Canyon.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE - NOT ANSWERED BY 16 APRIL 1985
NOTICE GIVEN ON DATE SHOWN

6 March 1985

Legal Representatives
1

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Which legal firms and companies represent or are retained
by Northern Territory &overnment departments or statutory
bodies and, specifically, how many departments or statutory
bodies retain or are represented by Morris, Fletcher and
Cross?

16 April 1985

Ring's Canyon Development
3

Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
In his press release of 20 February 1985 he said, in
relation to the proposed tourist resort development at
King's Canyon, that the Northern Territory government
would "ensure that there is no repeat of Yulara where
infrastruct~re for Aboriginals was promised by the
Commonwealth but not provided".
To what infrastructure is he referring?
Agent, TIO Building, Katherine

4

Mr SMITH to TREASURER
1.

In appointing a letting agent for the TIO building
in Katherine, were tenders called?

2.

If not, how was the letting agent chosen?

Grants-in-Aid, Sporting Bodies
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for YOUTH, SPORT, RECREATION
and ETHNIC AFFAIRS

,6

How much money has been given to sporting organizations
over the past f~ve ye~rs under the Grants-in-Aid scheme
in (a) Nhulunbuy;
(b) Katherine;
(c) Tennant Creek;
(d) Alice Springs;
and (e-) Darwin?
23 April 1985

Aboriginal Staffing - Nyirriyi School
7.

Mr EDEto ~iNISTER for EDUCATION
Does the agree~ent with the federalg6vernment on
funding for setting up Nyirripi school contain a section
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on Aboriginal staffing levels;
if so, is it being
adhered to;
and, if not, why not and when will ~t be?
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Leased Properties in Alice Springs
2.

Mr BELL to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS and HOUSING
1.

Which properties within the Alice Springs town planning
area are leased by Northern Territory government departments
or statutory authorities?

2.

Who is the owner of each of the properties referred to
above?

3.

On what basis is the cost of the lease determined?

4.

What is the cost of each lease referred to in I?

ANSWER
The following schedule provides details of office and warehouse space
leased by the Northern Territory government in the Alice Springs town
planning area.
Additional or substitute leases are constantly being negotiated as the
needs arise.
The schedule is set out so that the answers to parts 1, 2, 3 and 4 are
contained in the relevant columns.
In addition, a general explanation
to part 3 is provided as an attachment to the schedule.

PROPERTY

OWNER

1.

2.

Marinucci
Building

Minerals
House

Gino Nominees
Pty Limited

Augvert Pty
Limited
'

FACTORS AFFECTING'
COST OF LEASE
(SEE EXPLANATORY
NOTE)
3.

COST PER ANNUM
,
$

4.

Tenancy 1
Rent review every
2 years at'market
value.
Premium
paid on: fit out

Rent
Outgoings
Additional
(Partitions)

'tenancy 2
Rent review every
2 years at market
Premium
value.
paid on fit out

Rent
Outgoings
Additional
(Partitions)

Rent reviews
after 1 year then
, every 2 years at
market value.
Premium paid on
fit out and solar
air-conditioning
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18 063
1 481
3 187
22 731
14 875
1 261
3 110

19 246
Rent
Outgoings
Additional

136 233
24 595
46 356
207 184
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PROPERTY

OWNER

FACTORS AFFECTING
COST OF LEASE
(SEE EXPLANATORY
NOTE)

l.

,2.

3.

National
Bank
Building

D.K.B.
Investments
Pty Limited'

Tenancy 1
Rent review every
2 years at market
value
Tenancy 2
As above

COST PER ANNUM
$
4.
Rent
Outgoings

19 026
4 687
23 713

Rent
Outgoings

10 215
2 524
12 739

--R.E.L.
Building

T.I.O.
Building

Ryan Norilinees
Rent review every
Pty Limited
2 years at market
Leigh Nominees
value.
Pty Limited
Early Pty Limited
G.R.&I.R. Waterson
T.I.O.

Tenancy 1
Rent review every
2 years at market
value

Rent
Outgoings

33 264
14 990
48 254

---

Rent

15 707
2 068
17 775

--Tenancy 2
As above

Rent
Outgoings

8 927
1 177
10 104

J.G. Hawkins
G. Liddle
P.G. Howard
- Trustees for
G. Liddle

Rent review every
2 years at market
value

1575
Wilkinson
Street

N.J. Picken
A.M. Picken

Rent review every
2 years at market
value

Rent
Outgoings

431 Gap
Road

J.F. Ryan
I.C. Ryan

Rent review every
2 years at market
value

Rent
Outgoings

Building No. 1
Rent review at
market value,
(2 year lease
only)

Rent
Outgoings

1557 Elder
Street

444' Stuart
Highway

Sadida
Investments

Rent
Outgoings

13 120
1 473
14 593

---
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25 900
6 870
32 770
115 793
44 762
160 555

44 587
9 040
53 627
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PROPERTY

OWNER

FACTORS AFFECTING
COST OF LEASE
(SEE EXPLANATORY
NOTE)

1.

2.

3.

As above

3/98 Todd
Street

7 Ermonde
Arcade

Building No. 2
Rent at market
value (1 year
lease only)

COST PER ANNUM
$

4.
Rent
Outgoings

44 587
9 040
53 627

J.B.& K.R. Sutton
D.I. Baldock
Nominees Pty Ltd
R.F. Baldock
Nominees Pty Ltd
D.&J. Holden

Rent review every
2 years at market
value

Rent
Outgoings

Normass Pty Ltd

Rent review at
C.P.I.

Rent
Outgoings

6 800
1 952
8 852

6 980
2 727

9 807
Beverley
Nominees Pty
Limited

Rent reviews
annually at
C.P.I.

D.K.B. Investments Pty
Limited

Rent reviews every Rent
2 years at market Outgoings
value

4492 Elder
Street

Luedi Nominees
Pty Limited

Weekly rental

4 Head
Street
Shopping
Complex

Helm
Constructions
Pty Limited

Annual rent reviews Rent
at C.P.I.
Outgoings

99 Todd
Street

55 Todd
Street

1/15 Leichhardt
Terrace
Red Range
Nominees

Rent
Outgoings

47 272
15800
62 072

Rent

26 795
13 700

40 495
. 989
989
14 657
4 223
18 880

·Rent at market
value. Premium
paid on fit out

Rent
14 245
Outgoings
1 033*
Additional
3 100
(Partitions)
18 378

Telford
Territory
Motor Inn
Leichhardt
Terrace

Telford Inns

C.P.I. increases
every 2 years

Rent
Outgoings

6 715

200
6 915
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PROPERTY
1.

OWNER

FACTORS AFFECTING
COST OF LEASE
(SEE EXPLANATORY
NOTE)

3.

2.

3/3A Gillen D. Park
Shopping
Park Nominees
Centre
Clough Nominees

Rent reviews
annually at
C.P.I.

COST PER ANNUM ,
$

4.
Rent
Outgoings

9 217
1 553
10 770

*for 6 months only

The answer to 3. concerning the basis for determining the cost of each
lease requires additional explanation as follows:
The cost of each lease is basically determined by rental, lesseeresponsibility for outgoings (e.g. cleaning, power, etc.) and additional costs
by way of premiums for special lessee requirements over and above the
basic space provided.
In general terms, rental is determined by negotiation between the
Northern Territory government (lessee) and .the building owner (lessor)
and is based on market value using advice from the Valuer-General.
Where the lessor and lessee cannot agree, rental is determined by an
independent valuer who is registered with the Australian Institute of
Valuers and who is employed in the private sector.
Lessee outgoings are also determined by negotiation.
These outgoings
usually accepted as Northern Territory government responsibilities in
Alice Springs include cleaning, telephones, power and security.
'Grounds maintenance costs are usually only incurred where the Northern
Territory government is a sole tenant.
Airconditioning power is usually a lessor responsibility.
However
where airconditioning,power,is a lessee outgoing, the responsibility
is reflected in the lower rental paid.
In some instances additional lease costs are incurred by way of a
premium on the costs of fit out items (e.g. construction of internal
offices) or other lessee requirements such as special airconditionirig,
where such items are provided at the lessor's expense.
Major Projects Expenditure, NTDC
5.

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS and TOURISM
The 'statement of income and expenditure for the Northern Territory
Development corporation'fbr the year ended 30 June 1984 has a
figure of $647 925 for Major Project Expenses.
1.

What were the major projects?

2.

What is ,the detailed breakdown of expenses for each of the
major projects?
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ANSWER
1.

The major projects were Alice Springs Sheraton Hotel,
Darwin Sheraton Hotel, and Darwin and Alice Springs casino
projects.

2.

The detailed breakdown of expenses are:
Alice Springs Sheraton
T,ravel& accommodation
Legal fees
Consultants
Incidentals

$ 1 407.10
$ 56 729.55
$ 37 414.77
$ 1 217.00
$ 96 828.42

Darwin Sheraton
Travel & accommodation
Legal fees
Consultants

$ 3 549.90
$ 25 655.58
$ 7028.37
$ 36 233.85

Darwin & Alice Springs
casino projects
Travel
Accommodation
Legal 'fees
Consultants
Incidentals

$ 31
$ 18
$ 47
$414
$ 1

928.21
929.88
802.99
274.62
927.11

$514 862.81
$647 925.08
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Sealing of Hermannsburg Road
Mr VALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Can he advise the reason why the tender recently let in central Australia
for continued sealing work on what is known as the Hermannsburg road was for
only 19 km when originally the proposal was to seal 33 km?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this question allows me to inform the .Assembly of certain
problems that are arising in relation to a great amount of work that the
government has planned for highways in the Territory. It is rather unfortunat'e
but the cost of everything appears to be rising. That is certainly the case
with tender prices that have been submitted to the government for proposed work
on Territory highways and a number of other areas. The prices that have been
tendered over the last 6 months have increased by up to 30% on what they were
less than 2 years ago, Unfortunately, it is
fact of life that prices are going
up. Consequently, the government is unable to seal the same number of
kilometres nowadays as it could 12 months ago. The government will continue its
policy of providing good roads throughout the Territory but only to the extent
of the money that is available.

a

Release of Casino Documents to Federal Member
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
At the last sittings of the federal parliament" the feder.al member for the
Northern Territory, the Hon Paul Everingham, in seeking to justify his position
on the casino affair, called upon the Northern Territory government for the
release of ,further documents relating to the casino. Does the Chief Minister
intend to respond to that request from the federal member and produce such
documents?
ANSWER
Any call by the federal member to be fully briefed on the casino issue and
to have access to documents is being met by me. There are documents that the
member for the Northern Territory had access to while he was Chief Minister and
he still has access to those documents because I have made them available to
him. The question of the propriety of documents being made available to persons
who are no longer members of the government is always difficult to address.
When anybody leaves a legislature~ there is always a level of discretion in
relation to,what documents should be made available to that person.
Mr Speaker, 'in this particular instance, I believe the' federal member, my
colleague, should have every opportunity to be conversant with all the details
of the events ,thai: transpired for over 18 months so that he can fully defend his
position and the position of our government against all the charges that have
been made, charges that we just do not have any truck with at all.
Petition from Students of Darwin Institute of Technology
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for EDUCATION
The petition from·students and others at the Darwin Institute of Technology
that was tabled this morning states that recent administrative changes at the
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institute nave put accreditation of advanced education courses in jeopardy.
Are these. claims correct?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the short answer is no. However, I think it is necessary to
make, some lengthy comment in relation to the accreditation procedures. There
are many people in the community who do not really understand how accreditation
operates for the many courses that we have at the institute. I have spoken
to many of the lecturers at the institute and I believe that most of them are
thinking in a positiye manner about where we are going. with education in the
Northern Territory. They are interested in finding out from the government what
it expects to produce from the Institute of Technology in terms of teachers in
specialised areas such as science and maths. I was very pleased that this
attitude was being taken by many of the lecturers at the institute.
However, some lecturers seem to believe that the accreditation of the
courses is at risk. In fact, CTEC has erroneously been mentioned as being part
of the accreditation process. Accreditation is a state functio'n, and that needs
to be pointed aut first of all. Nationalaccredita:tion is via a national body
made up of state representatives. CTEC has no role in state accreditation or
national registration. The only CTEC involvement is the requirement that
advanced education moneys be spent on accredited courses only.
In order to clarify this matter once and ror all, I will outline the
accreditation process. Advanced education courses are accredited and
re-accredited by the responsible authority in order to qualify for Commonwealth
funding. The responsible authority in the Northern Territory is the Northern
Territory Minister for Education. Initial documentation is submitted to the
state coordinating authority - the Northern Territory Council of Higher
Education ~ in line with state guidelines endorsed by the national· registration
body, the ACAAE. An assessment panel of independent interstate experts is
appointed by the Northern Territory Council of Higher Education. The pahel
assesses the courses in line with the guidelines issued by the national
registration body and reports with recommendations to the state coordinating
authority - in our case, tlte Northern Territory Council of Higher Education which in turn makes recommendations to the minister. The guidelines for
accr,editation specify the following matters to be considered: general academic
standards and practices of the institution; objectives of the particular course
and methods. adopted to achieve these objectives; standards for admission to the
course; duration o'f the' course, breadth, depth and balance in the subjects
involved and the amount of intellectual effort required by the course; methods
of assessment of student progress; relative emphasis on the teaching of skills
in relation to the study or discipline; any arrangements for practical training
and experience; teaching staIf conducting the course, including numbers,
professional qualific,ations and experience; and educational expertise,
accommodation and practices. Mr Speaker, they are the guidelines for
accreditation specifying what matters must be considered.
I would add that it has .been suggested that lecturing staff will be
resigning from the Darwin In-stitute of Technology and thus putting accreditation
at risk again. Quite frankly; the turnover of staff at the Darwin Institute of
Technology is not a new phenomenon. The .recruitment and qualification of
teaching staff for Northern Territory courses has been addressed previously by a
number of assessment panels and lam sure that members who have been in close
association with the Darwin Community College will be aware of that fact. .
Any problems are solved in the accreditation process by placing safeguards into
accreditation.
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Mr Speaker, again I emphasise that the Northern Territory gove~nment wants
an institution that has 'credibility. We will be moving in that direction. I
believe that many of the lecturers at the Darwin Institute of Technology are
taking a positive approach in this regard.
Release of Casino Documents to Federal Member
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
In respect of the undertaking just given 'by him to provide the additional
documentation sought by the federal member, I am assuming that the documentation
so sought ref'ers to documentation other' than that which was made available
publicly when it was tabled in this Assembly. Will he give an undertaking that
any additional documentation on the casino affair provided to the federal member
will also be provided to members of this Asseml:;lly?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the short answer is no. Not all the documentation that was
made available to my predecessor, the former Chief Minister, now the Territory's
federal member, will be made available to members of this Assembly and or any
other persons. That is because some of that documentation relates to
confidential reports and investigations that were conducted on. behalf of the
government which I firmly believe should not become public property. That is
the basis on which the information has been made available to my colleagues.
Darwin Rural Advisory Council Report Recommendations
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for COMJ1UNITY DEVELOPMENT
Can he tell me if the recommendations on local government contained in the
Darwin Rural Advisory Council Report. are to be acted upon?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it would be remiss of me not to mention that this question
without notice was brought to my notice some.5 minutes before we entered the
Assembly this morning. I realise that the honourable member for Koolpinyah is
extremely interested in this topic. The Darwin rural area encompasses probably
90% of her electorate. It isa very topical subject out there. I was a member
of the Darwin Rural Advisory Co.uncil when it was first formed some 2 years ago.
The report has now been tabled and the recommendations of that report are
being investigated. I might inform the honourable member for Koolpinyah that
local government matters: move fairly slowly. We are about to bring before this
Assembly the new Local Government Act. It has been 6 years in coming. We have
been working on it for some 2~ 'Years within the Department of Community
Development itself. .In that time, it has. been under the purview of 3 ministers.
Local government matters are very complicated and complex. They must be handled
with the utmost care and respect.
The whole status of local government is being looked at. In fact, the 2day conference which we ran recently in Darwin was well attended by people from
all facets of local goVernment: community government, unincorporated bodies and
the 4 incorporated municipalities. At that conference, the .report of the Darwin
Rural Advisory Council, under the chairmanship of John Maley, was in fact
brought up and spoken about at some length. Also, the local government
ministers conference, which I attended in Melbourne last Friday, discussed
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issues at some length. The whole issue of local government funding is now a
matter of national inquiry under the chairmanship of Professor Peter Selph. He
is looking at all aspects of local government funding right throughout Australi~.
He will visit the Territory very shortly. There are only Queensland and the
Northern Territory to go. One wonders at the methodology being employed in that;
Nevertheless, we are the last 2 to be investigated in regard to local government
funding.
The people in the outer Darwin rural area presently do not contribute in
the form of rates towards services that they receive. This is another issue
that will need to be addressed.
To address these issues, I have considered officer exchange as it provides
a rather unique opportunity to allow somebody .to work on this particular project
because there are ·not too many opportunities whereby you can address the issues
of whether or not to have local government. To that end, we have been
successful in attracting a couple of applicants from interstate who would be
interested to come to the Northern Territory to address the issues which have
been raised in the Darwin Rural Advisory Council Report. I hope t'o have that
person seconded to the Northern Territory to address the issues that the
honourable member has mentioned. I hope to be able to bring to this Assembly
before the .end of this year the recommendations from that report and news of the
implementation or otherwise of local government within the rural area.
Release of Casino Documents to Federal Member
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Giving the benefit of the doubt to the Chief Minister that additional
confidential documentation was made available to the federal member by virtue of
his position as federal member, and not by virtue of the old pals act, in
reference to his previous answer, will he ·explain how he could have made the
following statement in the last sittings of this Assembly: 'All relevant
documentation was produced by his government for the attention of this Assembly'?
Will he further explain how it is possible for any documentation relating to the
casino affair to be of relevance to the federal member for the Northern
Territory but is not.of relevance to the members of the Northern Territory
Legislative Assemb·ly? Will he further explain if the documentation was supplied
to the federal member, as we now discover it has been, on the basis of its being
confidential?
.
.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the short answer is that the information is confidential. In
my view, it.should not be made available to this Assembly. It was made
available to the member for the Northern Territory on the basis that he had
already had access to it and that it was reasonable and important for him to be
aware of the contents of the documents in the event that he could not,remember
them. I think it is also fair to make the point that the member for the
Northern Territory in the federal House was brought under attack recently as a
result of the casino issue. It is more than reasonable that he have access to
the documents, that he had access to while he was C.hief Minister so that he can
defend himself in that place.
Mr Speaker, I say it again for the benefit of the honourable member because
I said it the first time. Those documents that had not already been made
available in this Assembly or used in the press at some time were made available
on the basis of confidentiality.
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Products from Mereenie Crude Oil
Mr VALE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
What petroleum products will be produced from the Alice Springs refinery
presently under construction utilising Mereenie crude oil? In what areas of the
Territory are these products proposed to be marketed?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, one of the conditions of Oilmin's licence to extract oil in
central Australia is that the company build an oil refinery in Alice Springs
within a certain time unless the company can demonstrate that it is clearly
uneconomic for it to do so. This condition was imposed by the Northern
Territory government in order that a Territory natural resource should be
processed to the maximum possible extent within the Northern Territory and used
in the Northerp Territory. I am advised that preliminary studies have shown
that the viability of such a refinery is almost assured. A detailed proposal
will be submitted to me within the next 2 or 3 months, if my memory serves me
correctly. At present, most of the crude oil being extracted at Alice Springs
is being shipped to South Australia for refining.
Some distilling units have been installed recently which some people in
Alice Springs mistakenly believe to b~ the refinery. They are distilling units
that very crudely refine the oil that comes out of the ground. The intention is
to produce·2 products . . One is a form of distillate which tests' have shown would
be suitable for use in the Tennant Creek power-station. NTEC has been talking
to a company called NT Fuels with a view to uS,ing that distillate product at the
Tennant Creek power-station. Another by-product of the distilling units will be
a product suitable for burning at Stokes Hill power-station. We are very
pleased to learn that, even without a full-scale refinery in Alice Springs,
s'ignificant use is possible in the Northern Territory of the crude oil from
Mereenie.
That action is being followed up by a detailed proposal for a full oil
refinery to produce petrol. I hope that,in the not-too'"-distant future,
announcements can be made about the timing of the construction of that facility.
The company has been agonising over its feasibility studies on what the
potential market in the Northern Territory is likely to be for the range
of products from a full refinery. I have said that it can work on the principle
that this government wants to see an absolute minimisation of crude oil or crude
oil produc ts leaving the Northern Territory. In other wor.ds, we will
pressure the company to provide to the Territory every product that 'can
be distilled from the oil that could reasonably find a market in the Northern
Territory. We will not allow it'to establish a token refinery and send the bulk
of crude oil to South Australia because it might suit other parties. I believe
that the company has accepted that statement in the spirit that it was pre~ented
to it and as being directed specifically towards Territory interests.
Release of Casino Documents to Federal Member
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Can he advise this Assembly whether the additional casino documentation,
disclosed in this Assembly this morning and supplied to the federal member, was
supplied on the basis that, on receiptbf that documentation, the federal member
would not pursue arid continue his attacks in the federal parliament on the
credibility of both the Northern Territory government and the Northern
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Territory's Chief Minister? Can he give an undertaking to this Assembly that at
least the opposition in this Assembly, if not the Assembly itself, will be given
access to this additional confidential documentation on the same terms and
conditions as it was supplied to the honourable federal member?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, for the third time, I tell the honourable member that it was
provided to the federal member on a confidential basis and that no other strings
were attached to it. I say to the Leader of the Opposition that, in the past and I am quite happy to do so in the future - I llave often shown him, on <l
confidential basis, documents that we have regarded as confidential. I make the
point again that some of the papers concerned are private papers relating
the
federal member. Other papers are not private. If the Leader of the Opposition
has a passion to see. anything, he can raise it with me and we will discuss the
way in which it can be used. We have done that often in the past and the Leader
of the Opposition has respected the confidentiality.

to

8.

Mr B. Collins: I am not talking about deals behind closed doors in Block
I am talking about doing it in here.

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, T will add one further comment to the Leader of
the Opposition's proposition. During the cours~ of the debate, the members of
the opposition raised their concern about the figures that we used. On a
confidential basis, the members were given a briefing on the figures that were
used in the calculations regarding the casinos. They thought that was fair and
reasonable and they took the figures and used them. That is great. On the same
basis, if there is a particular need for the Leader of the Opposition to have a
confidential briefing on these matters, he can have one.
New Marine Pleasure Craft Regulations
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for PORTS and FISHERIES
Is it true that the new marine pleasure craft regulations no longer require
powerboat drivers to pass any sort of test of their skill or ab.ility to safely
control a vessel? If this is so, why is' such a test no longer considered
necessary?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable. member gave me war~ing of his questiori. The
short answer is that there is no longer the requirement for powerboat drivers to
undergo a licensing test. In fact, there is no longer a requirement for
licences to be issued to powerboat drivers. ' Nor will .there be a requirement for
boats to be registered.
Mr Speaker, the 'situation that existed for some time in the Northern
Territory has been that, under the Darwin Port Authority Act, which only applied
to the Port of Darwin, there was a requirement for licensing and registration of
vessels. The investigation of that situation showed that, firstly, it only
applied to the Port of Darwin and there were no regulations whatsoever applying
anywhere else in the Northern Territory so far as the operation of powerboats
was concerned. Secondly, the method of testing for powerboat licences was
somewhat loose. In relation to registration of vessels, there was a serious
concern and a belief that people were borrowing equipment to meet the
requirements of registration. There was no follow-up system in place to ensure
that powerboats maintained those'requirements.
'
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It is the intention of the Port Authority and the government to redirect
effort towards public awareness and policing to ensure that, at all times,
powerboats meet the req~iremehts stipulated under the regulations which are in
the process of being finalised and which will be in place byl May which is
regarded generally as the commencement of the. boating season. Those regulations
will provide a much wider policing. All Northern Territory police officers will
be empowered to enfor.ce the new regulations. They will also be enforced by
specially-appointed boating inspectors throughout Northern Territory coastal
areas. The latter group will incl~de fishery in'spec.tors and rangers with the
Northern Territory Conservation Commission. Maximum fines for breaches of the
new regulations will be set at $500 as against a maximum of $100 in the current
harbour craft bylaws under the Darwin Port Authority Act. We are strengthening
the policing of performance on the water rather than continuing to concentrate
our attention on the licensing of a driver and the registration of a vessel.
It is true that the majority of states require licensing of pleasure craft
operators under certain circumstances. There are exceptions. They include
Western. Australia and Victoria where licensing of operators is not required.
Most other states do not have the problems'of isolated coastal towns separated
by vast tracts of unInhabited coastline. The cost of trying to administer and
police licensing and registration of vessels throughout the Northern Territory
would be horrendous to the Northern Territory with little or no benefit
resulting. The approach of policing the performance of vessels on the water
will provide for much better safety and much better control.
Mr Speaker, this matter has been discussed for some time. There has been
consultation with amateur fishermen's and commercial boat operators'
organisations and they have come out strongly in favour of this proposal. They
recognise the wisdom of the approach being adopted by the government.
Casino Purchase
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
Is he now able to provide either an explanation or legal advice that the
$2.5m which was paid with NTDC funds by the Northern Territory government as
part of the purchase price of the casino was legal payment under the terms of
the Territory Development Corporation Act?
ANSWER
It so happens that a legal op~n~on arrived in my office about 10 minutes
before I left for the Assemply this morning. I received a fascimile
transmission dated 15 April from W.H. Nicholas of Selbourne Chambers, Sydney.
, He is a QC. I understand he is one of the leading lights in his field. I have
a document here which I will not table this morning because I have not had time
to read it in depth. However, I would be happy to make it available to the
Leader of the Opposition on a confidential basis until our Department of Law has
a chance to assess it. I will quote from it.
Mr B. Coilins:
Mr DONDAS:
question.

I have read , sections that would answer the honourable member's

Mr B. Collins:
Mr DONDAS:

If you haven't 'read it. first, you should be carefuL

Well, you go aheaq then.

It says:
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In summary, therefore, it appears to me that the role of the
corporation in assisting the Territory to complete settlement was:
(1) to receive an appropr;iation of $2.5m upon the basis and for the
purpose that it be made available for the use and on behalf of the
Territory in discharge of the Territory's liability under the
agreement of the 8th Novemb.er1984; and(2) to advance some funds
in the hand for the sum of $770 000 for the same purposes upon the
basis of conditions as recorded in the general manager's memorandum
of 19th November 1984, referred to in the above.

It goes on to say:
It seems to me to be beyond either argument or doubt that the
acquisition by the Territory from Federals of the casino and the
hotel complexes in Darwin and Alice Springs, the making of the
agreement of the 8th November. 1984, the making of the casino
purchase agreement of the 30th September 1984 and the consequences
of each transaction are all steps in or features of the development
of industrY in· the Territory. This has already been.recognised by
the Legis1ative,Assemb1y in a recital to the Federal Hotels (Casino
Compensation) Act of 1984 to which my instructing solicitors are
particularly referred.
It also seemed to me plainly wrong to suggest that the assistance
rendered by the corporation to the Territory to facilitate the
discharge of its liability under the agreement of the 8th November
1984 was not something done to assist in the development of the
industry in the Territory, having regard to the circumstances in
and the purpose for which that liability was incurred.
I should add that, having regard to the basis upon which the sum of
$2.5m was appropriated to it, the corporation was bound to dispose
of it in a way it did in any event. To have done otherwise would
have been contrary to the arrangement described under the Treasurer's
minute of the 12th November 1984 and in the memorandum of the General
Manager primary Industry (Administrative) of 19th November 1981.
For the reasons expressed above, therefore, my conclusion is that

the corporation was carrying out its factory function and acting
within its· powers in providing the moneys to the Territory pursuant
to the arrangement with the-Department of Treasury. I can see no
legitimate basis for contention that the corporation lacked the
power to do so.

Burning of Central Land Council Building
Mr D.W. COLLINS to GHIEF MINISTER
Recently, accusations, both direct and infer.red, were made in Alice Springs
and Darwin that white people were responsible for the burning down of the
Aboriginal Legal Aid and Central Land Council building. Is the honourable
minister able to clarify the situation for the Assembly and the public?
ANSWER
The fire in Alice Springs could only be regarded as tragic and unfor'tunate.
I recall that certain people alleged that certain members of the community
were responsible for the fire. It was a sign of the racial tension in' the
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community. As I recall, youths were subsequently arrested for starting the
fire. I do not have any up-to-date information about the circumstances and
events. If the honourable member would like to raise it with me, I will provide
him with a complete briefing. If it is his wish, I will provide for the benefit
of the Assembly at a later stage in this sittings a detailed report on the fire
and all the events surrounding it subsequently.
Norgaard Reports
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for PORTS and FISHERIES
When will the government release the details of the recommendations of the
Norgaard reports and what action has the government taken towards the
implementation of those recommendations?,
ANSWER
The reports are in 4 stages, 3 of which have been 'approved. A decision has
yet to be taken on ,whether we will proceed to the fourth stage. Stage 1 of the
Norgaard reports was a baseline study on the fishing industry and its potential
in the Northern Territory,. It was released in early 1984. Following that,
stages 2 and 3 were commissioned by Norgaard consultants. They have carried out
that investigation. Those reports pave been received by the government and have
been considered by Cabinet.
At the moment, those reports are subject to examination by an
interdepartmental committee comprising the Northern Territory Department of
Ports and Fisheries, the Department of Treasury and the Department of Industry
and Small Business. It will investigate those reports in detail and prepare
recommendations on the direction and level of expenditure the government may
adopt for the development of Northern Territory fishing industry resources.
When we are referring to fishirigresources, we are not merely talking about the
fishing resources immediately off the coast of the,Northern Territory. There
is an area referred to as the Northern Australian Fishing Zone. The studies
refer to the potential sustainable recoverable fish resources from within that
zone and developing strategies to encourage fishermen to land the catch and have
that catch processed within the Northern Territory ..
Early indications indicate potential resources for a multiplicity of
species of up to 70 000 t per annum of sustainable rec'overable yield ftom the·
oceans of northern Australia. The strategy study is examining how we can
proceed towards attracting the development and exploitation of those resources
and how to encourage that industry to develop and base itself around the
Northern Territory which, of course, is ideally located in the centre of the
Northern Australian Fishing Zone.
It is our intention to have those details available for consideration by
government by June of this year with the hope that the matter can be considered
in the context of the ensuing year's budget.

Jvstices of the Peace in the Assembly
Mr EDE to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Given that the office of justice of the peace includes a judicial role,
and in view,of the undesirability of any conflict of interests arising between
judicial and legislative functions of members of this Assembly, will he ask
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those current members of this Assembly who are justices of the peace to resign
their commissions and accept appointment as commissioners for oaths?
ANSWER
I would like to deliberate on this question before responding to the
honourable member. Lately, we have been very careful in the appointments of
justices of the peace in the community because it is not a currency one wants
debased in any way. Therefore, we are very careful in that regard. As to
whether members of this Assembly, who are ,also justices of the peace, should
resign their commissions, I would like to seek advice on that question before
passing an opinion.
Appointment of Truancy Officers
Mr DALE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
The Council of Government Schools Organisations has recently criticised the
lack of consultation in regard to the proposal to appoint truancy officers in
both Darwin and 'Alice Springs. Did adequate consultation take place, and what
criteria will be used to select officers for these positions?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the honourable member for his question. I recall
reading the articl~ to which the honourable member refers. Truancy is a very
real problem in the Northern Territory, and I ha:ve been spelling that out for
some time now. I have had discussions with many gro~ps that are involved with
children, students, teachers and parents gen'erally. I believe that the
community itself had an awareness of the exact situation in relation to truancy,
an.d it was a very real problem indeed. I can remember that, when I first became
Minister for Education, it did not take me long to realise that there was a
problem in this particular area.
I believe that the comments made by COGSO were probably as a result of a
very quick reaction to the issue that had to be addressed. Consultation can
only go so far. I have supported consultation. right down the line and I have
made a great effort in this respect. Wherever possible, I have tried to speak
to groups involved in various aspects of my portfolio and I think my record
stands by that. However, there comes a time when government must act
responsibly, ,and the very serious situation. that existed required the course of
action that has been taken. I can only say here that,as far as truancy
officers are concerned, this whole exercise will be monitored very closely.
Perhaps I could refer to the relevant sections of the act in relation. to
truancy because there has been some concern about the powers of truancy
officers. I refer to sections 31 and 32 which are the relevant sections of the
act. The most important information. is contained in section 31 subsections (2)
through to (5). Section 31 says:
(2) The Secretary shall issue to each authorised person an identity
card in accordance with the form approved by the minister.
(3) Where an authorised person observes a child who appears to him
to be a child of compulsQry school age in a public place at a time
when the authorised person is satisfied there is reasonable grounds
for believing that the child is requiredtQ attend a school, he may,
after producing the identity card referred to in SUbsection (2),
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request of the child his name and address and the reason for his
absence from school.,
(4) An authorised person may, at any time between 8 am and 7 pm
during the day, call at an address that has been obtained under
subsection (3) or otherwise and, after producing the identity card
referred to in subsection (2), require any person present at that
address to furnish him .with: (a) the full name of all children of
compulsory school age who ordinarily reside at that address; and (b)
the names of the schools, if any, at which those children are
enrolled.
(5) A person shall, so far as he is able, comply with the
requirements of an authorised person made under subsection (4).
Penalty $200.

Mr Speaker, it is clear from the above that there is no legal requirement
on a child to provide information to a truancy officer if that information is
sought in a public place. Thus, the,effectiveness of the truancy officer in
attempting to persuade a child to leave, say, Casuarina Square or some other
area and return to school will rely solely on that officer's powers of,
persuasion'and not on powers of coercion. It is equally clear that, when
approached at their homes by an author-ised officer between the hours of 8 am and
7 pm, parents are legally required to provide the requested information.
Mr Speaker, notwithstanding the lack of penalty for a child who refu$es to
provide information to a truancy officer in a public plac~, I believe that the
time spent by an officer in such truancy haunts as Casuarina Square should pay
dividends. The rationale for that statement is that I am convinced that quite
a number of truants are missing school without their parents knowledge. Faced
with the choice between providing the requested information and returning to
school or having the truancy offfcer visit his parents later in the day, I
believe that a number of truants will take the former course of action and
cooperate.
Mr Speaker, 2 truancy officers will be appointed in the northern region and
1 in the southern region and their positions will be set at a level of school
assistant grade 5 which is 1 level above the home liaisort officer. We will be
looking for people who have a great deal of- experience in working with youth and
an understanuing of the problems which young people face in our society today.
The officers will also have to'be firm in their approach and liaise very closely
with the home liaison officers and the'schools. The home liaison officer is the
contact between students, parents and the schools. Many of these people
maintain very close consultation with the respective groups,
Mr Speaker,I hope that the appointment of truancy officers will assist in
overcoming a very real problem. This problem .will, be highlighted when we are
presented with a report from the Task Force on Juvenile Crime. I believe that
emphasis will be'placedon the connection between truancy and juvenile crime.
I believe that the government had no alternative but to move in the way it has.
The anti-truancy campaign began in March. It will be monitored very
carefully and I can assure members that it is not the 'big stick' approach. Our
approach will be to examine the issues as they arise. The truancy officer will
be required to report daily to the secretary of the department and we will be
following the matter from day to day.
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Documents Relating to Purchase of, Casinos
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
I refer the Chief Minister to the answers given in the Assembly this
morning and to a press statement issued by him on 29 January 1985. In order for
the 'paragraph that I quote not to be taken out of context, I seek leave to have
the press statement incorporated in Hansard.
Leave granted.
29 January 1985.
PRESS RELEASE BY THE CHIEF MINISTER, MR IAN TUXWORTH
The Chief Minister, Mr Ian Tuxworth, said today that all
documents cQncerning the casino takeover would be tabled next
month at the sittings of the Legislative Assembly.
, As the media has Jeceived the most comprehensive briefing
possible, I can see no point in further discussion until then',
Mr Tuxworth said.
Mr Tuxworth said that the government had every faith in the
future of the Myilly Point development but stressed the original
proposition had been a concept only.
When the feasibility studies we are currently conducting are
finalised, we will have a much more professional idea of what
the Myilly Point development will look like.
'However we are now dealing with the economic realities of the
proposal and in the cold light of day many features of the
concept just don't make sense to the business world.
'For instance it has been estimated that the marina which was,
featured in the original concept would cost as much as $70m
which makes this development impracticable.
'The concept has a 23-storey office tower whi'ch would absorb
most of the. existing office space in Darwin.
'The retail shopping space in the concept was based on the
accommodation tower being full', Mr .Tuxworth said.

Mr B. COLLINS:' Mr Speaker, the press statement issued by the honourable
Chief Minister on. 29 January 1985 said:
The Chief Minister, Mr Ian Tuxworth, said today that all documents
concerning the casino ·takeover woul.d be tabled next month at' the
sittings of the Legislative Assembly.

Mr Speaker,accepting, as we must, that the statement made in this press
statement that 'all documents would be tabled in the Legislative Assembly' and
the statements made about additional material having been provided privately to
the federal member cannot both be true, could he please ,advise this Assembly if
his statements in the Assembly this morning were false or if his statement of
29 January 1985 was false?
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ANSWER
All the relevant documents that relate to the casinos acquisition and
takeover have been tabled.
Conference on Local Government
MrsPADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
When will the minister be making public the recommendations on local
government, especially as they apply to the Darwin rural area, that came from
the recent closed conference on local government in Darwin?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the 2-day conference held recently to discuss local government
issues throughout the Territory covered a wide range of subjects, which were all
interconnected. The new local government legislation is being processed at the
moment. The request from the Darwin City Council to go out to the 1945
acquisition line, the new municipality of Palmerston and the Darwin Rural
Advisory Council report all interconnect with one another in one way or another,
mainly because of the land concerned. The Darwin Rural Advisory Council report
took into consideration the Knuckeys Lagoon area which'is sometimes referred to
as the Berrimah rates area because, until recently, people in that area paid
rates on theuniniproved capital value of their land. They paid their rates to
the Department of Community Development rather than the Darwin City Council.
That, of course, is taxation without representation and we are anxious to right
that very quickly.
The report of the Darwin Rural Advisory Council cannot be viewed in
isolation. The reason for the 2-day conference was to look at the'
interconnection of the issues. The Darwin City Council wants to cover the 1945
acquisition area which includes the area known as ,the Berrimah rates area and
the Knuckeys Lagoon area. The Darwin Rural Advisory Council also considered
the Berrimah rates area. ' The purpose of the conference was to examine the
int,errelationship of the issues and to decide on the action to be taken.
We hope to introduce the new local government legislation soon. We hope to
make a decision on the extension ,of the boundaries to'be covered by the new
legislation and the matter of an urban farm tate is also under consideration.
As I said in the answer to a previous question from the honourable member for
Koolpinyah, the issues raised in the Darwin Rural Advisory Council report will
be examined. It provides a unique opportunity in Australia to examine
recommendations on where local government should or should not be established.
Those issues will be addressed by officer exchange in the near future. I hope
to be able to'act on the recommendati6ns in that report before the year is out.
The boundaries for the municipality of Palmerstonwere gazetted onl April. I t
has already made a submission that it would like extensions to those boundaries
to take in the Pinelands Industrial Estate which also includes the Berrimah or
Knuckey's Lagoon area. The short answer to the question is that'all the issues
that were raised in the '2~day conference are being dealt with by the department
and in fact legislation to cover some of them will be before this Assembly in
the very near future.
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Magpie Geese Problem for Rice Growers
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
Can he confirm that he has received submissions from rice growers at
Tortilla Flats about the magpie geese problem in the area and, if so, what
action is being taken by the department or the Conservation Commission to
alleviate the problem?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I confirm that I have had representations from'the rice growers
in the Tortilla Flats area. These representations were made early this year
because a large population of magpie geese was having quite a feed of rice at the
time. The growers have been trying to develop some control methods to prevent
the magpie geese from causing extensive damage to the crop.s. A number of
techniques have been tried to keep them away. 'Guns have been used to scare'them
but that can be effective only i f you are shooting 24 hours a day. Gas guns
were introduced which discharged at fairly regular intervals day and night.
That had a somewhat disturbing effect on the ~leep of the farmers and the geese
'soon developed a familiarity with it and simply ignored the noise. It served to
scare only the visitors who happened to walk past the rice farms. I have
personal experience of that.
Mr Speaker, because of the inadequacy of these control methods, the
Department of Primary Production has been testing an ultrasonic device to scare
the birds. This operates, on ultrasonic sound frequencies which are sent out
above the rice fields at a frequency which is consistent with the natural hearing
frequency of the animals. It has an effect of creating serious problems in the
animals' muscles. It has been described as having the effect of flying into a
brick wall. This 'device has been used on a number of quite large animals and
has worked very effectively. It was originally developed in the United States
,as a method of controlling dogs. The Conservation Commission is investigating
its potential use as a method of effective fencing in the open-range zoo being
constructed at Berry Springs. There are still ,some difficulties with this
device, partially because, when the magpie geese come in to land, they glide in
and consequently do not use their muscles. The problem is being worked on at
the moment. Mr Speaker, probably as the frequencies are tuned, the device will
provide a real potential for effective control of the magpie geese problems
and overcome some of the difficulties.
'
There is only one other problem with this device, which I really should
mention, and that is that, farmers being a suspicious lot, they sit and watch
this device. Of'course, the frequencies that are being used are beyond the
normal hearing range of humans and they cannot hear it operating. So, as a
marketing device, the manufacturers have had to incorporate an audible sound
so that users Can tell when it is turned on.
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Junior Police Ranger Scheme
Mr FINCH to CHIEF MINISTER
Could he advise the Assembly whether a junior police ranger scheme is to be
established in the Northern Territory?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will take several minutes of the Assembly's time to address
this matter for the benefit of the honourable member for Wagaman because it is a
very important issue and one that I believe will involve all the members of this
Assembly as the days go by because we are entering into a new phase of police
involvement in community affairs.
Mr B. Collins:

Well make a ministerial statement.

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, for the benefit of the honourable Leader of the
Opposition, I am not making a ministerial statement, but I am going to answer a
question that is very important in this day and age. Just to outline the
current involve~ent of the police at the moment, they have a fairly heavy
involvement at the Casuarina Youth Centre which operates in the Casuarina High
School under the direction of the'Police Liaison Officer, Constable,Mitchell.
The programs in the high school are run after school hours 3 times a week.
Constable Mitchell supervises table tennis, fencing, gymnastics, rap dancing,
martial arts, basketball, boxi~g and weightlifting.
Another area of involvement that the police already have is with the Police
and Citizens Youth Club which is run in the city. I believe that establishment
is so well known that all members would be aware of it. This facility operates
in the same manner as the Casuarina Youth Centre. However, there is a serious
problem developing in that the numbers are dropping off and the police are of
the view that the facility needs to be moved -into the northern suburbs to be
closer to the children.
The Blue Light 'discos that have become a regular feature of police
involvement with youth in the Northern Territory now operate through the Police
and Citizens Youth Clubs at Casuarina, Palmerston and Humpty Doo. They are run
on a monthly basis and are very popular with young people. The discos are very
well supervised to see that the rough element does not creep in. I think that,
is one of the great attractions of the discos, not only for the children but in
so far as the parents are concerned.
Mr Speaker, at the Wongabilla Pony Club, the police are operating a pony
club on a 5-acre site near. the Angliss Meatworks on the highway. It is run by a
police constable. The club currently has 42 horses and some other animals.
I guess they could be donkeys or mules. Riding lessons are conducted
for the 8 to 18-year-olds several times a week. Time is also set aside for the
police to be involved in running programs for handicapped children and
pre-school children who come to visit the animals. Zoo visits by the children
have also occurred in the last' 6 months and they have been supervised by 'the
Police Community Affairs Division. Moves are also being made to change the
club's constitution to enable greater community development which will enhance
further interest of the community and the youth and t,he police. The club also
runs special programs -for Aboriginal children in Kormilda ColLege in conjunction
with the Duke of Edinburgh awards. Further, an Aboriginal stockmen's course
will also commence soon to teach young Aboriginals skills relating to the
handling of horses.
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I turn, Mr Speaker, to the issue of new initiatives for police involvement
in the community of the Northern Territory, particularly with the youth. The
Police Commissioner has put forward to the government a proposal for
consideration which is called the police ranger scheme. It is fondly known by
my colleagues as the junior woodchuck scheme because we believe it is something
that will be very popular with children in the Northern Territory.
The proposal is that children will be selected by joint selection processes
involving schools and the police. They will look at taking in a maximum of 36
children for each of the 3 phases of the scheme which will run over 3 years. It
is proposed that the scheme will commence in June 1985. The purpose of the
scheme is not just to be a child-minding centre but to develop leadership
qualities, good citizenship and other skills not normally. taught in schools to
children at the Year 8 level, ~Thich is the 13 to 14-year-olds. That is the
first stage of the scheme.
Mr Speaker, when the program is in full swing, the police propose that a
maximum of 100 children will be going through the program at anyone time. The
strategy is to involve children who have progressed through the scheme to assist
with training junior members. This will also encourage those who have completed
the 3 phases of the scheme to remain actively involved in community affairs.
That is not necessarily in this particular area but right throughout the
community.
It is also proposed by the Police Commissioner that training through the
scheme will take place at various locations, ,including the training centre,
Poiice and Citizens Youth Club and the Wongabilla pony club. These training
activities will be coordinated by a third-class sergeant and 3 constables who
will be attached to the community affairs section.
Junior rangers will have an identifiable uniform and they will be involved
in d.rill and physical training, first aid, water safety, compass and map
reading, boat handling, communications, conservation, ethnic affairs, junior
fire fighting, firearm safety, introduction to water navigation, basic
horsemanship and animal husbandry, public speaking and debating, youth and the
law and bush survival.
Mr Speaker, it is also intended that courses that are completed by the
children will be awarded with successful completion certificates at the end of
the course. The dissemination of information about this program has already
started in the schools for the Year 8 children.
A further extension of this program for police to become involved with the
youth of the Northern Territory is to take the concept· of police liaison
officers in schools just one step further. Honourable members would be aware
that there is already an extension of the police at the Casuarina High School
where sergeants of the CIB have adopted a high school for liaison with teachers,
students and truancy officers. It is proposed to further develop this contact
with students. The government is examining the possibility of locating a police
officer at each major high school. I t is also envisaged that the police officer
would not only play an active. role at the high school during school hours but
would liaise with parents and shopkeepers in the vicinity of the school,
regulate traffic in the vicinity of the school, monitor activities of
undesirables in the area, liaise with school truancy officers and maintain
contact .with relevant gover-nmentdepartments which are involved with the welfare
of the students. The departments I refer to there are the Departments of
Health, Community Development and Education.
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Mr Speaker, I do not have to point out to you or other honourable members
the concern of the government and other members of the community at the
increasing rate of juvenile crime and the need to look at ways in which police
may get closer to the young people in the Territory. The object of it is not to
snoop on children but to have a positive influence on them so that they do not
become involved in juvenile criminal activities.
I have raised with members of the Assembly this morning a couple of
projects that the government is looking at for the Police Force to become
involved with the youth of the Northern Territory. I would be. most grateful to
receive feedback from members on how these programs are being received in the
community and whether there are things that we can do to enhance the
productivity of the programs as we go along. At this stage, in fairness to
those members outside of Darwin, I must say that programs are proposed only for
Darwin. However, I envisage that they will eventually reach every community in
the Northern Territory. If honourable members from other areas have suggestions
that they would like to make on how these programs could be introduced into
their communities, I would only be too pleased to hear from them.
Legal Opinion on $2.5m NTDC Payment for Casino Purchase
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and

S~~LLBUSINESS

Mr Speaker, I will slip this question in before the next dorothy dixer
followed by a ministerial statement. Yesterday, he read to the.Assembly
extracts from a legal opinion. It is always a very dangerous thing to do. That
legal opinion said, among other things, that the amount of $2.5m was transferred
to the Northern Territory Development CorporatiOn in early November,
specifically for the purchase of ·the casinos. Can he confirm that that
stateinent in that legal opinion is correct and can he also confirm that the
Treasurer's minute of 12 November 1984, mentioned in the legal opinion given
yesterday, was the minute that transferred the$2.5m?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition will xemember that yesterday I
said that I would make the legal opinion available to him on a confidential
basis. At that time, the Leader of the Opposition and the member for Millner sat
there and pooh-poohed my proposal. However, yesterday afternoon, my office
received a phone call from the Leader of the Opposition asking whether I would
lIlake the legal opinion available. I am still happy to make available those
portions of the legal 'opinion pertaining to the $2.5m. Other questions were
asked which had nothing to do with the $2.5m. I am happy to give to the Leader
o,f the Opposition, on. a confidential basis, the section of the legal opinion
relating to the $2.5m. In respect of the other questions, I would ask that the
Leader of the Opposition give me some time to' provide that information during
the course of this sittings. (
Aboriginal Assistant Teachers
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Is he able to report on the joint working party which was established to
examine outstation education as a result of the Commonwealth government's
decision to cease funding of Aboriginal assistant teachers in homeland centres
in June this year?
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ANSWER
I thank the honourable member for his question. The issue of the
establishment of thework~ng party to examine outstation education is of concern
to all members of .this Assembly. I am afraid it has been somewhat of a
disaster. I found out only recently that the letter that I had written to Clyde
Holding to indicate the government members on that particular working party had
not been received in Canberra. That was of grave concern because, as I
mentioned on another occasion, the issue was to be addressed by 30 April. The
working party itself has not been set up. It is a disappointment tome that
this has not happened. It is of grave concern and the matter has been rectified
as of today. I sent a copy of our letter and I hope that the time for the
particular party to consider this issue, which is a very grave one for the
Territory, will be extended. It is important that the funding of assistant
teachers in outstation areas is addressed in a responsible manner. It requires
input.not only from the Commonwealth government but also from the Northern
Territory government and members of those particular communities. It is
important that we all acknowledge that we have a responsibility in assisting to
make sure that teaching assistants are able to continue in those particular
communities.
Mr Speaker, I might also mention that I have received a letter in
relation to the withdrawal of funding for linguist and literacy workers in 4
Aboriginal communities: Oenpelli, Galiwinku, Angurugu and Numbul~ar. ·Again, the
letter came from Clyde Holding. These people are not employed by the Department
of Education. What I am saying is that these literacy workers and linguists
have assisted the government on many occasions. The withdrawal of funding for
those positions will reduce employment in some Aboriginal communities. It goes
back to the Commonwealth days, as the Leader of the Opposition would realise,
but it is.important that these positions are able to be maintained.
Mr Speaker, I have sent a telex to Susan Ryan in relation to this
particular issue. I will just read the telex.out to honourable members because
it is of concern:
Re funding of linguists and literacy worker positions at Oenpelli,
Numbulwar, Angurugu and Galiwinku, I have receivea.a letter from
you~ colleague, the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, advising that
hisdepartfuent will no longer fund linguists and literacy worker
positions in the above communities after the end of this financial
year. I am most concerned to receive this advice as the Territory
is simply not able to take over funding of these positions. I seek
your assistance in continuing Commonwealth funding for these
positions.

It is important that we try wherever possible to· retain employment
opportunities in Aboriginal communities. The work of these particular people
has assisted the department. There will be some downgrading of the service if
those particular positions are not continued to be funded. As I said, the
Northern Territory government is not in a position to do this. Those particular
programs are not essential to our own but they do assist us on many occasions.
I would hope that all members would support our approach to the Commonwealth
government in trying to continue funding for those particular positions.
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Legal Opinion on $2.5m.NTDC Payment for Casino Purchase
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
It refers to the unexpurgated version of the legal opinion which he read
in the Assembly yesterday. That legal opinion referred to: 'The Territory's
liabilities under the agreement of 8th November 1984'. I cannot find an
agreement of 8 November 1984 in any of the casino papers that were tabled in
this Assembly. Could he provide the Assembly with details of the agreement of
8 November 1984? What are the' liabilities to the Territory which are contained
in that agreement? Why was that agreement not tabled with the casino papers at
the last sittings of the Legislative Assembly, and when will it be tabled?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I ask him to place the question on notice and I will provide
him with that information during the course of this sittings.
Damage to Roads in Rural Area
Mrs

PADGHAM~PURICH

to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

Mr Speaker, in view of the gross destruction of roads in the rural area
used by the extractive mineral industry vehicles, would he examine the question
of user-pays in relation to the industry vehicles using these roads?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the vehicles working in the extractive minerals industry are
the very heavy vehicles that allow roads to be made. As a government, we have
not considered the proposal that we should impose a levy or toll on certain road
users with a view to charging them for damage to roads. The problem the
honourable member has is that the trucks bringing in blue metal, gravel and sand
to Darwin for the construction industry are running on unsealed roads in her
electorate •. Obviously, their trucks are heavily loaded and probably travelling
at reasonable speed and therefore do considerable damage to those roads.
However, the principle of charging the owners of vehicles that damage roads
would really be the same whether it is a dirt road or a sealed road. As members
know, the road trains that use the Stuart Highway do far more damage than other
users of the highway but we have never contemplated imposing some sort of levy
on such people. Those people are all taxpayers and the funding for roads in the
Northern Territory .is distributed on what the government sees as a needs basis.
Perhaps the answer to the honourable member's problem is for her to ~ncourage
the relevant minister to maintain the roads in her electorate more effectively.
Where roads are constantly used, she should press to have them sealed if
possible. The short answer is that we have not considered a user-pays basis for
road users and it is unlikely that we ever will.
.
Moorings at Sadgroves Creek
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for PORTS and FISHERIES
Is the Darwin Port Authority proceeding with proposals to establish
additional moorings at Sadgroves Creek and, if so, what consultation has taken
place with the potential users, and what is the current status of those
proposals?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the government has been looking for some time at developing
some mooring facilities in the Sadgroves Creek region to try to regularise the
current haphazard use of that area. It is the only currently available safe
water anchorage for yachts in the harbour. The Port Authority has carried out
some very detailed investigations and has prepared proposals that would provide
for fore-and-aft mooring and what is called swing mooring depending on the tidal
and current flows and wi:nd directions in the Sadgroves Creek area.. Some parts
are suitable for fore-and-aft mooring which enables more concentrated mooring.
Other areas are not suitable because of the winds and currents and therefore a
design has been prepared to provide for swing mooring whereby a boat is tied
down from the bow and it will swing around the buoy. That will provide for some
50 moorings in the area.
There was a public meeting of all interested persons and potential
users of that facility on 28 February. The matter was discussed in detail.
Since that time, the department has been moving to firm up the details of that
proposal. We are now in a position to go to tender. However, because of the
necessity to redesign that facility and because the costs are higher than
originally proposed, the matter will need to be considered in the context of the
budget. it is expected that we will be finalising our detailed consideration
and we will refer back to a public meeting with detail of costs and proposed
rental costs for those facilities. It should be made very clear, Mr Speaker,
that that facility will be required to pay for itself. I t is not proposed to be
developed as a subsidised operation. The early estimate is that the hiring cost
will be $250 to $500 per annum. Obviously, that is a matter of further
consultation. However, there is still an indication of a strong interest from
people to take moorings in the area.
An additional problem is the access to and from the Sadgroves Creek mooring
area. Investigations have been conducted by both the Department of Lands and
the Department of Ports and Fisheries on a proposal put forward from the public
meeting for the· development of a walkway and floating pontoon to enable those
people who are seeking access to and from the boats in their dinghies. That
walkway would need to reach the point where there is always water, and that
is a long way. out. The proposal includes fixing a floating pontoon at the end
of the walkway. That would solve the problem whereby boat owners must
either walk. across the mud flats at low tide or go right down to the existing
public boat ramp facilities at the other end of Frances Bay.
That matter is sti~l under investigation.' There has been a proposal
brought to my attention. It would cost in excess of $0.25m to provide that
facility. Alternatives are being investigated before a final decision will be
made as to whether it is the most appropriate way to spend what moneys' we have
available. It could be that there are.greater needs elsewhere. Either way, the
matter is receiving much detailed attention. We would anticipate that, within
the next month or 2, we will be in a firm position to hold another public
meeting of users, firm up the proposals and hopefully get the matter put forward
to contract.
St John Ambulance Service at Yulara
Mr BELL to MINISTER for HEALTH
What action has he taken to reinstate the St John Ambulance service at the
Yulara tourist village?
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ANSWER
The position at Yulara is somewhat changed from-the last. time I spoke.
Quite an effort was made by local people to canvass the community.. The number
of people in the area who are fully qualified with St John Ambulance
certificates is surprlslng. It rather surprised me. I think the number is
about 8. It certainly gives us a nucleus of people who perhaps could
ie-establish a St John Ambulance service there on a voluntary basis.
I understand from what. I was told yesterday that a meeting was held at
Yulara the day before yesterday. Details of the personnel and services which
those personnel may be able to provide is being telexed to me. I will examine
that telex with a great deal of interest. We will see what we can do about
establishing at least a reasonable level of service on a voluntary basis in the
Yulara area.
Dangerous Substances Storage and Disposal Area for Alice Springs
Mr D.W .. COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and'ENERGY
Concern about a dangerous substances storage and disposal area for Alice
Springs was raised with me by a constituent after a recent Four Corners
television program. What substances are expected to be stored in such an area
and can he assure my constituents on its safety?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Northern Territory is taking quite seriously the matter of
dangerous goods storage. At the' present time, the Department of Mines and
Energy proposes to construct and operate a high security dangerous goods storage
facility at a site just out of .Alice Springs. Negotiations are still proceeding
on that particular site. The facility will be operated within the ambit of the
new Dangerous Goods Regulations which provide for the control and means of
disposal of hazardous wastes and establishment of disposal sites in the Northern
Territory.
There is evidence of a widespread problem in the Territory arlslng from
small but significantly hazardous quantities of inaterial which have been
discarded in deteriorated packaging or'have become obsolete in storage in
industrial operations, hospitals and school laboratories. In order to avoid
harm to people and the environment, these wastes are being collected and held in
temporary storage in several places pending the completion of the central
stotage facilities near Alice Springs.
I am advised that the present inventory of hazardous wastes in temporary
storage under control of the department includes deteriorated pesticides,
herbicide concentrates, disused laboratory chemicals, flanimable solvent wastes
and petroleum sludge. The facility will be developed in stages. The first
stage will consist of a locked steel shed constructed with an internal concrete
enclosure to contain any spilt material in storage. Incompatible chemicals will
be kept separately to avoid dangerous fires, such as those which occurred
recently and which were caused by incorrect stor'age in warehouses. Later stages
will involve controlled burn-off areas for flammable wastes and deep burial pits
for neutralised and detoxified wastes.
Favourable wind conditions ,and the absence of artesian water systems
within the selected area will ensure that' environmental detriment or personal
hazards will be minimised by the operation of the facility on that particular.
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site. I hope that arrangements for that facility to be constructed can be
finalised in the not too distant future. It will be the central government
storage for wastes from around the Territory. Investigations to date have
demonstrated that the site would be ideal.
1985 Prospects for Territory Abattoirs
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
In view of the improbability of Katherine abattoir opening for the 1985
season, what are the prospects and outlooks for other Territory abattoirs for
the 1985 killing season?
ANSWER
There is much concern around the industry and within the department about
the status of abattoirs in the Northern Territory this season. We have been
trying to keep track of what is going on. It is rather difficult to obtain from
the operators of the abattoirs any accurate information about whether they will
or will not open.
The honourable member's question indicated some concern in respect of the
Katherine abattoir. That probably provides a good example. Members would be
aware that that abattoir was placed on the market and tenders were called for
the purchase of both that abattoir and the Wyndham abattoir earlier this year.
I understand there was no sale. That certainly raised questiQns in my mind., I
contacted the senior executives at Northwest Beef and Hookers to try to
ascertain what the situation was. I was advised by both that, if the sale did
not proceed, they would probably open. However, rumours persist that they will
not open. As recently as this morning, we have not been able to get a firm
confirmation as to whether or not that, abattoir is to o~en.
One of the main reasons for these problems has been the extreme
difficulties of the abattoir industry, particularly in the Northern Territory,
over the last couple of years and the possibility of difficulties this year.
The abattoir industry in Australia generally is suffering very difficult times.
Abattoirs generally are not making any money anywhere in the country. In fact,
most are losing money. That is not an encourage~ent to continue operating.
Problems have been compounded in the Northern Territory because of the extensive
industrial relations problems that have existed in the abattoirs as a
consequence of actions taken in respect of the Northern Territory meat industry
award which will deal with most of the abattoirs in the Northern Territory.
That particular matter went to arb;itrationand most of the employers'
submissions were accepted. The proposal was that an award would qe drafted
around those lines. The trade union movement, as is often its wont, chose to
ignore the decision of the commission and sought to take industrial action to
break that decision by force of muscie on the ground.,'
Las,t year, many of our abattoirs suffered severe loss of production as a
consequence of that industrial action. Mudginberri, a local abattoir, last year
lost in excess of $300 000 as a consequence of the industrial action of the trade
union movement. The Point Stuart abattoir is unlikely to open this year,
partially as a consequence of the actions last year. I understand it did not
operate last year and it is unlikely to operate this year. It is a new
abattoir. The person who was operating that abattoir last year is now out of
the picture. There is a new operator but it does not look like it is going to
open. The Mudginberri abattoir, which is operated by a local man and his
family, suffered very severe problems. We do anticipate that it will open this
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year. That abattoir is very'important, particularly to the buffalo industry,
but it is suffering severe problems as a consequence of the double dealing of
the Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service. It reached an agreement in
1983 whereby it would get an extension of its licence for a further 10 years.
,That was with the Northern Land Council which represented the people who had
control of that land. It also ha4 undertakings from the Commonwealth
government. As a consequence of that; the owner carried out significant
necessary upgradings on that abat'toir and expended a lot of money. However, in
the middle of last year, rumours started floating around that the Australian
National Par~s and Wildlife Service, which gained control over the area of the
abattoir, took the d~cision that it would not renew the licence after 1988.
That meant that the abattoir operator, who'had already' committed funds, was then
"'unable to obtain those funds at reasonable rates and could only attract high
interest, short-term money. He was making investments that he could not realise
through the production of the abattoir. I have taken that matter up both with
the federal Ministers for Arts, Heritage and Environment and Primary Industry.
I am still trying to get a response from those ministers on the problems that'
are being created by this rever"sal of attitude.
Mr Speaker, the Tennant Creek abattoir had a very bad year last year. It
does not look like it will open. However, there is some hope on the horizon.
Negotiations are currently under way for its purchase by another organisation
which would iritend to open and operate the abattoir. The Achilles abattoir in
Tennant Creek, which is a horse meat abattoir specifically geared to process
horse meat for export, did open but it is unable to kill because of picket lines
by the trade union movement. I must say that that picket line includes meat
inspection service' people who are associated with that abattoir. Again, it has
stopped the potential for providing jobs in the Northern Territory.
Victoria Valley is killing both beef and,buffalo. It opened and produced
well last year. There is some concern .that it is likely to be subjected to
industrial pressure this year. Mistake Creek is expected to open this year. It
is, closed at present because of rain. A number of abattoirs opened but closed
as a. consequence of the recent heavy rains. Whilst a number of abattoirs did
open, they are closed at the moment because they cannot get cattle as a
consequence of the rain.
Mr Speaker, weare going to have some difficulties with the abattoir
industry. With the industrial action and,other problems being experienced, at
the moment, it is possible that we may not have any export abattoirs opening
this year.
Release of Water from Ranger Mine
Mr EDE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
What is the current position regarding water levels at Ranger within the
restricted release zone? Hasan approach been made to him within the last week
'or so requesting permission for an early release of waters from RP2 or RP3? If
so, what is his attitude to that approach? Will he give this Assembly a clear
and unequivocal statement regarding his policy on the release of waters from
the restricted release zone?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I could hardly be expected to answer comprehensively ,the
honourable member's question now. However, I am prepared to take the matter on
board and provida a more detailed answer later. I can advise that, to my
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knowledge, I have not received an application in the last week relating to RP2
or RP3. It may be that the department has received one addressed to me.
Anything that is addressed to my office, I normally see within 24 hours of its
arrlvlng. Therefore, not having received a request, I cannot really state my
attitude on any request. But I will provide some details to the honourable
member during the course of this sittings.
Undergrounding of Electricity Supply
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Can he advise the Assembly if the government is prepared to consider'

repla~ing the overhead electricity system in Darwin with an underground system,

thereby minimising the inconvenience caused by 'power cuts during storms and
cyclones?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, since Cyclone Gretel, I have obtained information on this very
subject. I was aware that the honourable member .for .Jingili felt strongly that
undergrounding of the existing overhead reticulation system should proceed. I
would point out that the existing overhead reticul;iltion services have been
designed to withstand cyclonic conditions. The system itself stood up extremely
well to Cyclone Gret.el.No damage was reported to electricity poles or
transformers. The widespread damage which resulted in electricity blackouts was
caused solely by damage from trees, particularly shallow-rooted African mahogany
trees which had been planted 'close to powerlines 'and which were easily uprooted
during the cyclone. Some 98% of overhead reticulated services were affected,
all of this by falling trees and tree limbs.
NTEC has in the past conducted extensive advertising campaigns urging
people to trim trees which have branches close ·to powerlines to avoid the very
situation which occurred during Cyclone Gretel. While many people did respond
to these advertisements; many ignored such warnings. In fact, honourable
members may recall letters to the editors of local newspapers criticising NTEC's
actions and' calling NTEC line crews names such as 'wanton vandals'. NTEC line
crews undertaking the work of clearing limbs of trees near powerlines are often
abused by householders.
Mr Speaker, the cost of converting the existing overhead reticulation to
underground reticulation would be very high indeed. Estimates show that it
would cost 3 times as much to provide underground reticulation as opposed to
overhead reticulation . . Darwin's newer suburbs are provided with underground
reticulation and the cost of such reticulation is borne by the developers of
these new subdivisions with these costs being passed on to .the purchasers of
fully-serviced blacks. However, I reiterate that the costs of converting
existing overhead reticulation would be much higher.
. Presently, there are aqout 12 000 suburban domestic consumers. in Darwin
serviced:with overhead supply and, if these were to be converted to underground
supply, the total cost would be in the order of $36m, a cost which would have to
be recovered from somewhere. In addition, there are about 2200 industrial
commercial consumers in the Darwin and Wjnnellie areas serviced by overhead
reticulation and the cost of converting these would be in the order of $7m,
giving a total conversion cost of about $43m. Compared with this, the
restoration costs following Cyclone Gretel are estimated at less than $100 000,
and that includes all the overtime costs and the use of machinery that was used
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over the last weekend. Even if Cyclone Gretel had been ·of the same velocity as
Cyclone Tracy and severe damage had been sustained to the overhead reticulation
system, it would still have been more economic to .reconstruct the overhead
system. In fact, this could be done every 10 years' - in the most pessimistic
scenario - and economies .would still result as the design life of both overhead
and underground systems is about 30 years.
Mr Speaker, I think it is an opportune ·time to point out that NTEC
responded very quickly to damage caused. to.the electricity supply as a result of
Cyclone Gretel and 99% of consumers affected had power restored within 40 hours.
Reaction ,time to such future emergencies will be considerably reduced with the
introduction of a new systems control centre to be built ,in conjunction with the
new Channel Island power-station. This 'new systems control centre will
incorporate computerised consumer records which will facilitate.speedy reaction
to reports of power losses and enable breakdown crews to be quickly directed
towards major damage areas.. At present, much of the collation of fault
reporting and operation of work schedules has to be done manually.
Finally, I would point out that NTEC will be upgrading its education
program on tree planting and tree trimming in order to ensure damage to
powerlines during storms is minimised. However,'full cooperation 'is needed from
consumers if this is to work effectively. Hopefully, this will be one of the
lessons learnt from Cyclone Gretel.
.
In conclusion, the present overhead reticulation system is designed to
withstand cyclonic conditions. The cost of conversion is far in excess of
benefits to be derived, given the infrequency of serious cyclones. The time
required to get consumers back on power will be further reduced with the
introduction of improved systems in the future. I advise that it is extremely
unlikely that the government ,will underground. the existing system.
Pet Meat Operator's Licence
Mr LEO to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
Mr. Speaker, given the government' swithdrawal of a pet meat ope'rator' s
licence. on the grounds that horses slaughtered for the supply of pet meat
were unsuitable. and indeed toxic, and in considerat.ion of allegations that the
horses from. the same areas are ,being slaughtered for human consumption, will the
minister refute these allegations or. assure the Assembly that the withdrawal of
a licence was done for other reasons?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this refers to an operation in the Alice Springs region which
resulted in the death of 'a number of dogs and other pets. Mr Speaker, on
investigation, it was found that those animals had suffered some liver and
internal damage and it appeared that there had been some poisoning effect. On
tracking back the source, it appeared that they had been fed meat from field-shot
animals distributed by a particular operator in Alice Springs. Those horses had
been taken from an area which had been heavily infested at that time with a weed
known as indegofera. In ho'rses, indegofera creates a disease which is commonly
known as the Birdsville disease. Prior to that, it had not been known that
there was a connection between indegofera and Birdsville disease and its
transmission to pets through meat, due particularly to concentrations of the
indegofera'poison developing in the muscle tissue of those animals.
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Mr Speaker, a decision was taken not to allow that operator ,to continue to
kill for pet meat. He had exported some of that meat; in fact, some of,.it was
in Japan. As a consequence, advice was sent through the Department of Primary
Industry and to the Japanese government. Since that time, the Department of
Primary Industry, in conjunction with CSIRO, has been carrying out extensive
investigations into indegofera and the latest information that we have received
as a result of experiments on animals is that animals which have fed on
indegofera-infected meat are developing liver damage. Whilst the results are
not finalised yet, all the in<iications are that the original hypothesis is
correct. Obviously, we are keeping the federal government and pet meat
operators very closely advised. The difference 'in operation between the pet
meat operator involved and operations such as Achilles Meat is that he was field
shooting the animals .and bringing them in and the animals were not inspected nor
checked at the time of slaughter. Pet meat operators are required to have an
inspection carried out prior to slaughter and I am a<ivised that quarantine
officers said that they believe they could identify horses that were suffering
from Birdsville disease and could exclude them from the slaughter. That was the
difference. Slaughter of infected animals was not prevented in the field as
distinct from practices in abattoirs.
Mr B. Collins:
visual inspection?
Mr HATTON:

How do you establish they have been eating indegofera - by

Because of the presence of, Birdsville disease.

Mr B. Collins:

Yes, but what i f i t has not developed?

Mr HATTON: On the point that is being made by the Leader of the
Opposition, i~vestigations made in the last few weeks have shown that there is
some evidence that horses that have indegofera pOisoning are suffering from
Birdsville disease prior to any other indications .. There is a possibility that'
it could be transmitted and that is being investigated. There is a. strong
likelihood that we will ban the slaughter of horses that come from areas heavily
infested with indegofera.
The matter is under very ,close examination by our Department of Primary
Production, the federal Department of Primary Industry and CSIRO. Extensive
testing'and laboratory work is taking place. I do not want to draw anything
like a common analogy but it is a new connection that scientists were not aware
of prior to this outbreak in Alice Springs some 18 months ago. Gradually, we
are getting together the facts and evidence. I hate to say it, Mr Speaker, but
it is a bit like the research that is going on into AIDS. They are gradually
finding out what it is all about.
Mr B. Collins: Is this meat being used, for human consumption?
not addressed that ~oint. I would like to hear that, please.

You have

Mr HATTON: We have been advised that the meat imported by Japan was for
the purpose of feeding animals in zoos. However, I am not prepared to say
categorically that it was not used for human consumption once it reached Japan.
Emily Hills Estate Flood Plain Area
Mr BELL to MINISTER for LANDS
What action has.been carried out by his department to redeem the flood
plain area in the Emily Hills estate?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will have that matter investigated and supply an answer
during the course of this sittings. I do not have the information available at
the moment . .
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Documents Relating to Casino Purchase
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Mr Speaker, the former Chief Minister of the Northern Territory, the,Hon
P.A.E. Everingham, the current federal member, made a public statement yesterday
which has refuted the statements made in the Legislative Assembly by the Chief
Minister at question time on Tuesday morning in relation to the casino
documents. The statement, among other things, says that the documents supplied
to the Hon P.A.E. Everingham relate directly to the casino issue and are not
personal papers of the former Chief Minister. Can the Chief Minister explain
the difference in the statements that.he made in the Assembly on Tuesday morning
in question time and the statement ~~de in the last 24 hours by the former Chief
Minister?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can only say to the Leader of, the Opposition that, so far as
I am concerned, the answers I gave on Tuesday are perfectly correct. The
federal member is in possession of personal papers that are, in my view,. his. He
is also in possession of some confidential government reports. I have asked him
to treat the confidential government reports confidentially. What he does with
the papers that were his private property when he was in office in the Northern
Territory is really a matter for him.
Mineral Content of Alice Springs Water
Mr VALE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Can he advise if any investigation is under way into the salt and other,
mineral content in the water in Alice Springs and, i f so, can he further advise
if there are plans to implement any action to reduce this mineral content?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, following the honourable member for Braitling's tabling in this
Assembly of an encrusted jug element, I thought I had better get a little
information prior to this sittings. I advise him that soil salinity in Alice
Springs is due primarily to.natural salts which have always been present in the
area and partially to the importation of salts by the town water supply which is
from outside Alice Springs. During the last decade, the high groundwater table
has mobilised these salts. Where the water table is very shallow, salt crusting
becomes evident on the surface. Honourable members who have visited Alice
Springs in the last 12 months or 2 years will certainly have seen much evidence
of that. If it continues, Alice Springs will be a place Mhere we can all have a
white Christmas in due course.
The high groundwater levels were initially caused by an exceptional wet
year in 1974 when significant recharge to the town basin occurred. These levels
have been maintained by 3 main factors: firstly, the heavy watering of urban
parks and gardens with town water supply which is imported from outside the
basin; secondly, the continuation of relatively wet years since 1974; and,
finally, the lack of pumping from the town basin.
Under existing conditions, the Alice Springs town and farm basins are
underutilised and are capable of supplying 5% to 10% of the water currently
pumped from the town bore field at Roe Creek, although the town basin water is
not suitable for human consumption. Increased utilisation of groundwater from
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the town basin would result in lower groundwater levels. In addition to making
better use of the available water resource, this should reduce the severity of
,the soil salinity problem •
. The Water Resources Division has been investigating the problem for some
time and has prepared a draft report on management of the basin. The report is
expected to be finalised in May 1985 and will recommend generally increased
utilisation of the basin's groundwater for watering various land under the
control of the council, the golf club, the.Conservation Commission and the
Oepartment of Educatio~.Arrangements are already being made with SOme of these
organisations with the aim of increased utilisation. New production bores have
been constructed for both the golf. club and the Conservation Commission and
should be brought into use later this year.
Increased utilisation should lower thegro~ndwater level but may not offer
a long-term solution to the problem of increasing salinity. Ulttmately, it is
likely that saline water will have to be exported from the basin, possibly by
pumping at Heavitree Gap and piping the water· to the Brewer Plain as an
extension of a scheme proposed by the Department of Transport and Works to
export sewage effluent from the area where it currently .is to an area much
further south of Alice Springs.
Task Force on Juvenile Crime
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Will he advise progress to date on the Task Force on Juvenile Crime?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I do not wish to pre-empt anything which the task force may
prepare for me in the .summation of the results of its inquiries which is due to
be completed by 31 May. The member jor Jingili has displayed some interest in
this area and the public at large has shown. some concern about juvenile crime in
the Northern Territory. I can say that I am very pleased with the progr~ss that
the Task Force on Juvenile Crime has be~n making over. the last few weeks. We
have received. 32 written submissions .already. I.t has had the 'Youth Speak'
questionnaire program which I understand received a great deal of support. It
has had the youth forum at Darwin High School which was well att~nded. A number
of ,people have addressed the particular problems involved.
We are finding that a pattern is starting to emerge in terms of the extent
of crime. That was the first issue which it had to address: just how bad was
the. juvenile crime in the Darwin area and who might' be responsible for it.
The t.ask force is progressing well, T believe that it will be able to meet
its deadline of 31 May and present the report to me.
I would like to take. the opportunity to give a brief account of the.
juvenile crime detention centre which I visited in Seattle to illustrate the
problem because I. believe the only, thing that is different is the numbers. 25%
of the children in the institute that I visited were in fact victims of sexual
assault, either incest or rape. 40% of them moved on to federal and state
penitentiaries. There were drug and alcohol. rehabilitation centres for kids 10
to 16 years of age. I t is a sight to see the type of facility that is being
utilised over there. I t really shocked me and brought me back. I just could.
not believe the magnitude. of the problem OVer' there.
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Some of the findings of the Task Force on Juvenile Crime indicate that the
situation is very similar in the Northern Territory. I believe that we will be
able tq addr~ss the problem because small happens to be beautiful. We are small
enough ,to identify the problem and overcome it. We have some excellent kids in
our community. Some of these problems which are being identified need to be
addressed.
I also bring to the attention of members that, in the particular detention
centre that I visited, 2 needs are given high priority. One is health because
of the state of the kids when they arrive at the detention centre. There are 2
doctors and 5 nurses and they really do try to patch them up and put them back
together because they are in such bad state when they arrive at the detention
centre. The other is education because of the truancy problem which they also
face over there. Kids do not go to school. They get into crime. The school
stays open 11 months of the year. It has intensive training programs to try to
get the kids back together.
The other thing which was interesting was the high degree of reliance on
volunteers to address this particular problem and the area itself. It is 190
acres. A site was considered for the new detention centre in Darwin. A site on
Boulter Road in Berrimah was considered for the institution. We are considering
that in light of the findings of the Task Force on Juvenile Crime. It may be
better to look at the American experience. They have large camp areas. The
one that I visited was 190 acres. I believe that that needs to be addressed as
well.
I am looking forward to the findings of the task force in this regard
because Giles House, the only child detention centre that we have, is nearing
capacity. In fact. several times during the last month it reached 2 or 3 more
than it was initially designed for. So we must address this particular problem
soon.
The uncontrolled child report largely addressed the concerns of runaway
teenage girls in the 15 to 16 years age group. I pointed out in the Assembly
before that it is a whole new world to a girl once she turns 16. She is allowed
to do legally a lot more than she was when she was 15 years 11 months and 25
days. This problem also existed in America. 2500 uncontrollable children move
through the various institutions on a yearly basis.
I expect to have that 'report within the next couple of weeks and, together
with the findings of the task force, should give this government good direction
to overcome the problems of· juvenile crime in the Northern Territory.
Mr Speaker, I do not want to pre-empt the findings of the task force other
than to state that I am quite pleased with the response which we are receiving
from all sectors of the community. There is time yet to make submissions on
behalf of :the public. If any members have constituents who would like to
address the. task force, I am sure it would be very receptive to any ideas'and
information that would enable the Northern Territory government to address this
particular problem. It is not peculiar to the Northern Territory. It\is right
across Australia. If anybody has the chance to beat this problem, I believe it
is us.
Yl'!sterday, the Chief Minister introduced the police rangers program and
spoke at length. I believe that this is a step in the right direction. I can
assure this Assembly that the Northern Territory government is serious about it.
I believe that 'we will be able to address the problem and come up with a
satisfactory solution.
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Casino Affair
Mr B.,COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
In view of the extreme national criticism that has been generated by this
whole casino saga - and apparently we are about to cop another dose on, national
television on Tuesday night - and in view of what now appears to be the non-stop
public contradictions between the Chief Minister's statements o'n this matter and
that of the federal member, particularly when they are uttered in the House of
Representatives, and in view of the extreme damage which this is doing
nationally to the case of the Northern Territory in the run-up to the federal
budget, could the Chief Minister give this Assembly an undertaking that he will
seek to meet at the earliest opportunity with the federal member in order to
prevail upon the federal member the point that these statements are causing
non-stop continuing damage and are ensuring that this casino affair continues to
be on the front pages 'of national newspapers? Can he give an undertaking that
that meeting will take place, and will he p~evai1 upon the federal member to
ensure t,hat, particularly in .statements that are made on the Territory's behalf
in the federal House, the criticisms that are levelled at the Territory
nationally are not vindicated?
ANSWER
I can say to the honourable member that I meet regularly with the federal
member. The matter is discussed. We are both concerned at the damage that is
caused by ,the discussion on the casino. So far as I am concerned, I will always
move to that ground that will enable the Northern Territory to present its best
image to the federal parliament and to all people in the southern parts of '
Australia. If another meeting and.continuing meetings with the federal member
would help do that, then I would be only too pleased to give the Leader of the
Opposition the undertaking that he seeks. In the no:tmal course of events, I
will be communicating with the federal member regularly.
Tindal Air Base Effect on'SchoolFacilities in Katherine
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER' for EDUCATION
I ask this question'on,behalf of the member for Elsey. Has he received any
response from Senator Susan Ryan in respect of Tindal air base and its effect
upon school facilities in Katherine?
ANSWER
The short answer is no. I think that it is important to emphasise the
importance of more information in relation to the Tindal development. We are in
the process of spending a great deal of money on the establishment of a new high
school in Katherine with a design capacity of some 600. The completion date of
that high school was supposed to be July 1987. We are also looking to
constructing a third primary school in Katherine. That was to be built up over
a period of time with a design capacity of 360 in January 1987.
The government cannot proceed with those particular developments until it
receives further information' about the number of people to be situated in
Katherine itself. I sent a telex to Senator Susan Ryan in March this year
asking her to confirm one way or the other what the situation was at Tindal. I
stressed to her the importance of having that information made available as
quickly as possible. In order to get these schools up and running by the
proposed dates, we needed to get started immediately. I sent a further telex to
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Senator Susan Ryan on Friday last, asking her to provide further information in
relation to the number of personnel who are going to be involved with the Tindal
development. It is important. We need that information if we are to plan
schools in these areas where there are going to be developments and rapid
population increases. It is important that we know exactly what the situation
is. We are looking at spending some $15m in Katherine in relation to schools.
The government is not in the business of building schools for people who are not
going, to eventuate. All I am asking for is some indi~ation of the number of
people who will be at Katherine in the very near future.
Goat Husbandry Program
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
What is the current situation regarding the goat husbandry program at the
Coastal Plains Research Station and, in particular, the breeds bought, the
numbers and the pasture utilisation?
ANSWER'
The Coastal Plains Research Station is conducting a research program into
goats. If I might give a bit of background, Mr Speaker, it is a small goat meat
research project which has been approved by the federal Minister for Primary
Industry. The project is supported by the Australian Meat Research Council
which is providing funds to the amount of $13 500 over 3 years. In addition;
further funds will be. sought later to extend the program. The goat research is
based on potential local market for goat and an apparent export potential in
South-east Asla and the Middle East for goat meat. It could also be an
alternative enterprise in some of the marginal cattle areas in the Top End.
Some small flocks of goats are held in the Darwin rural areas. The member for
Koolpinyah told me last night that there are some 700 goats in the Darwin rural
area.
However, information is now available on the productivity and management
requirements for goats in the Top End. The project at the Coastai Plains
Research Station will involve about 60 does. Dingo-proof fencing will be
constructed and the purchase of breeding stock has commenced. The purpose of
the investigation is to look at fertility, growth rates and disease problems.
Management requirements will be monitored. In addition ,to the funds being.
provided by the Australian Meat Research Council, the department will be
supplying some goats, labour and undertaking other activities associated with
the research.
Mr Speaker, I.understand the honourable member's interest in goats. She
is regarded as somewhat of an unofficial authority qn the breeding and raising
of goats. The Department of Primary Production is moving more and more towards
direct consultation on research projects with people in the industry to ensure
that that research is directly relevant to the industry and is proceeding in the
direction that the industry desires. I,will ask the department to contact an
organisation known as the Goat Breeders Association, of which I understand the
honourable member is the patron, and will seek to have that organisation act in
consultation with the research project at Coastal Plains Research Station to
ensure that the work being done there will be of relevance to this fleqgling
industry in the Territory.
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Groote Eylandt Aboriginal Task Force
Mr LANHUPUY to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
When will the government advise the community on the recommendations of the
Groote Eylandt Aboriginal TaskForce?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member was himself a member of the task force.
It was a joint task force set up by the Northern Territory government and the
federal government after David Biles visited Groote Eylandt on a 48-hour whistle
stop tour and wrote a report which highlighted the serious problem of the high
rate of imprisonment of the people from Groote Eylandt. In fact, it is
something like 20 to 25 times the national average. The report was completed
and handed to both myself and the federal'Ministerfor Aboriginal Affairs, Clyde
Holding. The honourable member for Arnhern was also present at that particular
meeting.
As a result of that report, the government has now set up a special
committee which is due to report to the government in June ,of this year on the
findings of that report. However; I would like to indicate that this government
is examining the problem and progressively implementing some of the
recommendations. I draw your atten,tion to the fact that we now have a probation
and parole officer at Nhulunbuy. We have also had discussions ~ith various
groups on community service order programs for the area. Recently,I was asked
to give consideration to having an officer placed on Groote Eylaridt to examine
the juvenile crime problem. At; the recent Aboriginal Affairs Council meeting
in Sydney, I brought Clyde Holding's attention to crime amongst Aboriginal youth
and some of the drug problems. Petrol sniffing was also mentioned. He said at
the meeting that he would be very receptive to any programs that the Northern
Territory government may'propose to overcome this particular problem not only on
Groote Eylandt but acro'ss the Northern Territory.
Mr, Speaker, the interdepartmental committee has been set up. It includes
representatives of organisations mentioned on the report such as the police,
the Departments ,of Correctional Service,Community Development, Youth, Sport and
Recreation and a number of other departments right across the board. The
committee will examine the findings of the report. We should not single out the
people of Groote Eylandt even though the imprisonment rate there is 20 to 25
times that of the Australian average. I would like to make it quite clear that
I believe that, Groote Eylandt should not be singled out as a discrete problem.
Problems such as alcohol, petrol sniffing" prostitution etc are encountered in
communities right throughout the Northern, Territory. The parole officer will
assist the people on Groote Eylandt. Previously, they were served by the
probation and parole officer from Nhulunbuy. That was not convenient given the
number of people on probation and parole over there.
The report also indicates how the 'community itself would go about solving
some of the problems. That will also have to be addressed. I look forward to
hearing from the federal government on its commitment to continued financial
support in overcoming the problems on Groote EYlandt. There is need for the
continuation of federal support. One of the recommendations-of the report is
that funding be prOVided for a further 12 months to continue some of the ongoing
concerns which the inquiry had. We have not yet heard from the federal
government on how it is' addressing some of the problems that were highlighted in
the report. No 'doubt; it will be in touch with us soon.
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The working party has been set up to address this problem. Recently, we
needed to hire aDC3 to bring to Darwin people convicted by the court in Groote
Eylandt. The Aboriginal children held at Giles House detention centre come
mainly from 3 areas: Groote Eylandt, Port Keats and Papunya-Yuendumu area. The
problems are found right across the Territory. I empathise with Groote Eylandt
people who feel that they have been singled out. The truth is that they have a
problem and we have to fix it. This report will assist in overcoming some of
the problems and the special committee will be reporting back in June of this
year.
Closure of Schools
Mr DALE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
On looking through past Hansards, I note that, following the closure of
the Darwin Primary School in December 1983, the minister announced that he was
referring the general issue of closure of school~ to the Education Advisory
Council. Has he received any recommendations from the EAC and, if so,when can
we expect an announcement on this subject?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the closure of schools is a very emotional subject. I am sure
members recall the closing of the Darwin Primary School exercise. It should be
pointed out that it was inevitable that that school would be closed because of
the dropping .enrolment numbers. It also needs to be pointed out that, in other
parts of the world, many hundreds of schools close down each year. This is
particularly the case in England.
Mr Speaker, because the closure of schools is a sensitive matter, I asked
the Education Advisory Council to examine the problem. I asked it to look at
both the closure and the opening of schools and to recommend what the government
could look at when making decisions. The recommendations have been received.
I am still considering these and, if members wish to make further input in
relation to the recommendations, they should let me know as soon a:s possible.
In relation to the opening of schools,: it is recommended that the department
place public notices of the inten'tion to proceed with the planning of schools
and call public meetings. A task force could then be established with
interested parties and the call made for the establishment of an interim school
council.
As far as the closure of schools is concerned, the recommendations that
came forw~rd were that the issue should be divided into 3 categories: urban
schools, rural schools and non-urban or non-rural schools. Again, it was
emphasised that thete needed to be the opportunity for all people involved to
have an input - the school councils, the communities tqemselves, the students
and others who had an attachment to a particular school for which
consideration was being given to its closure. No one has denied the right of
people to have a say in relation to a school that may have been there for a long
time.
I will be firming up on these guidelines. There will also be
recommendations on the cut-off points in respect Qf student n~mbers.before
schools are to be considered for closure. These numbers will be announced at
s'ome later stage.
It has taken a long time. It is important that people realise that only a
certain amount of money is available. Where a school is running under capacity,
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it is important that that facility be utilised. We are talking about millions
of dollars. We just cannot continue to operate schools which do not have the
enrolment numbers to justify their existence.
Mr Speaker, I acknowledge that it is a sensitive issue. The Education
Advisory Council has reported to me. As soon as more information is available,
I will present it to this Assembly.
Project Managers for

Ki~gs

Canyon

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
When can we expect the successful project managers for Kings Canyon to be
announced?
ANSWER
Cabinet has not had the opportunity to evaluate the 3 submissions provided
to the government for consideration. I would be hopeful that Cabinet would
consider that issue some time this month.
International Youth Year
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for YOUTH, SPORT, RECREATION and ETHNIC AFFAIRS
Can he please advise what progress is being made in the Northern Territory
to celebrate International Youth Year;
ANSWER
International Youth Year has been organised in much the same manner as the
Year of the Disabled, the first international year of this type. The main thing
is to draw attention to the. needs and aspirations of youth rather than the
dollars and cents we spend. Nonetheless, on the dollars-and-cents side, so far
23 projects have been approved by the advisory committee on youth affairs in the
Northern Territory, t'otalling about $86 000. In addition to that, a sum of
$10 000 has been set aside for. programs which young people themselves will
launch. When I say that, it does not mean that the other 23 projects have been
imposed upon young people by adults. The advisory committee has as its charter
the complete and full consultation with young people. I notice quite a few in
the gallery today. By the way, if anyone opposes the idea of school uniforms,
all they have to dO,is see that and I think thedr opposition would disappear.
It looks great. Of course, the advisory committee consults with young people
right throughout the Northern Territory in order to identify those 'projects
which young people themselves want. That part of the program is, now up and
running.
In addition to that, the'Department of Youth, Sport and·Recreation is
consulting closely with the Commonwealth Office of Youth Affairs and the
Commonwealth Employment Office in relation to a wide-ranging program under the
Community Employment Scheme. These schemes for young people to be employed are
designed to carryover for a full 12~month period, and not under the normal
rules of GEP, which usually only have people in employment for a number of
weeks. Of course, those programs are quite valuable in terms of work
experience. But the ,idea of this program is togo for a full 12 months. The
young people who are to be employed will have to meet the normal guideline of
a 3-month unemployment period. Of course, that is understandable so people do
not go swapping jobs. But it is quite a good program. In conjunction with the
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Ethnic Community Council in Darwin, the YMCA is to employ 2 young people as
project staff to assist in programs to meet the needs of Aboriginal 'and ethnic
youth in Darwin. A further position is being created in Alice Springs for work
with Aboriginal youth. Mr Speaker, 2 other young people will be employed as
project coordinators. In the course of the year in which they are working in
this area, these young people will be gaining skills in ~dministration and
project coordination and, hopefully, that will place them in good stead for
gaining permanent employment after the end of the CEP program. The Office of
Youth Affairs here has also agreed to employ 2 young people to work in
support of International Youth Year activities throughout the Northern
Territory. Not only will these people be employed for that period of time, they
will gain a great deal of experience from it. It should place them in a
position where any office administration system would be happy to employ them
afterwards.
Mr Speaker, the last meeting of the advisory committee was in Nhulunbuy.
We are trying to come to grips with significant problems for youth in Nhulunbuy.
I propose to go over there and follow up that visit of the Youth Advisory
Committee as soon as I can to further assess the needs. Similarly, in Tennant
Creek and in areas such as your own electorate in Katherine, Sir,there is a
clear need for coordination and guidance in youth affairs. In Alice Springs,
as far as Aboriginal youth go, the IYY program will be a very good one but that
will terminate at the end of this calendar year. As such, there will be a void
and we need to address ourselves to the requirements of youth in. the outlying
areas from Alice Springs. Probably, we may have to provide people to undertake
a full-time coordination program,between goyernment and the community in that
area.
We have been working on a Palmerston centre proposal in conjunction with this
being International youth Year. I notice the Minister for Community Development
smiling over there. We have spoken on'a number of occasions about the provision
of youth facilities in that region. We were hoping to establish it at Highway
House. Unfortunately, we ran into fire regulations. The government would be
breaching .its own laws if it used that location for youth activities. We a,re
hopeful of finding somewhere for activities such as those that the YWCA and the
Red Cross run for youth in that area. I believe that IYY is a very appropriate
year in which we should seek to find at least a short-term solution. Of course,
we would be looking to purpose-built facilities for youth in the Palmerston
area for the future.
Mr Speaker, ~nternational Youth Year is not only about doling out a few
dollars for a few projects. It is about the government and the community coming
to grips with the .aspirations and desires of youth.
Shopping Facilities in Alice Springs
MrBELL to MINISTER for LANDS
What steps is he taking to provide shopping facilities in the new east side
and Sadadeen areas of Alice Springs?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, in the Sadadeen subdivision, 2 areas are'zoned for the
development of shopping facilities. One of those lots of land is freehold title
and the assessment is that the market·· is not there to justify at this point in
time the construction of a shopping facility. In fact, that is also the view of
the other landowner who has his appropriately-zoned .own land. The situation at
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this stage is that the government has provided the land. It is there and it is
appropriately zoned. However, the market indicates that, at this particular
point in time, there is no economic justification for the construction of
shopping facilities. As the market develops, and it will with the potential
expansion in Alice Springs and possibly out furthel' past the Sadadeen area,
those shopping facilities should come on stream. If the honourable member would
like any further details, he can contact me later and I will give the names and
exact circumstances about those blocks.
Rural Aboriginal Teacher Education Programs
Mr EDE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Is he aware that his push to get teacher assistants to do their Rural
Aboriginal Teacher Education programs on ABSEC moneys means that, while in the
first year they get holidays with pay, in the second year they do'not get
holidays with pay? Is he aware of the lack of security felt by second-year RATE
program students who know that, because they were pushed on to ABSEC, somebody
, else has taken their jobs and, if they are unable to go to Batchelor, they will
have no job the following year? What is he doing about expanding the RATE
program by utilising Yirara College in central Australia during holidays for
short courses ,as an alternative to Batchelor?
ANSWER
The member for Stuart has touched on a number of issues. I might say to
the member for Stuart that'I have given him every opportunity, as I do to all
members in the Assembly, to contact me on any issue so that he can take a
definitive answer back to his constituents. The RATE program does have some
problems. I am aware, of the problems that are being experienced in some of
those areas. I am aware of the need to have some facility in the Alice Springs
area to address the trainin-g of Aborigina:j. teachers. These issues are being
looked at by the department. I would suggest to the member for Stuart that, if
he wanted answers to those questions this morniI'.g in detail, he should have
given-me some forewarning. I am aware of the problems that are'b'eing
experienced with the RATE program.
I am aware of the' suggestion to use Yirara College for training teachers
during the holiday periods. The government is looking at the concerns that the
honourable member has raised. I will get in touch with him at a later date to
give him the answers that he requires.
20% Subsidy to Child-care Centres
Mr LEO to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Can he assure the Assembly that the government will continue to support the
Northern Territory child-care centreS with the 20% subsidy?
ANSWER
The issue of the 20% child-care subsidies has been raised of late. It was
an initiative of this government. I might say that there is only one other
government in Australia that believes in supporting child care to this degree:
New South Wales. We are committed to child care in the Northern Territory. The
issue of child care will increase in importance in the next few years as the
population increases.
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Subsidies simply tell you one thing: something is wrong. They should not
go on infinit'um. We must get to the root of the problem and find out why the
subsidies are required. This government will be conducting a wide-ranging
review on ,child-care issues in the very near future. It is senseless for us to
go on subsidising a small group within the community to the tune of around
$0.5m. It is quite a large amount uf money. Perhaps that $0.5m should be spent
to provide additional space for child-care centres. It could well be the case
that we will provide for that. The waiting lists are getting longer and longer.
This problem will have to be addressed very soon. Mr Speaker, within your own
ele~torate you would be aware of several representations for child-care services
in Katherine. That issue is at present being addressed by the Department of
Community Development.
At this very moment, I have an officer from the Children's Service Bureau,
which was another initiative of this government set up just recently, travelling
throtighout Australia to look at child-care services in terms of extended
day-care, casual day-care and 24-hour day-care. This is a result of some
discussions I had at the Northern Territory child-care conference just recently.
We decided to go down and investigate what the other states were doing in these
areas of child care.
As I said, the subsidy simply tells us something is wrong. The cost to the
Northern Territory government to continue in that regard may not be a viable
option for us in the years'to corne. We need to see what the problem is and look
at the alternatives to overcome that particular problem.
I am in a position fo say that I have had discussions with the Treasurer.
The 20% subsidy will continue for the next 12 months. We will be looking at
that particular issue very closely in this year's budget. A review of the whole
child-care issue will be undertaken by the Northern Territory government once
we have collected the information. Senator Don Grimes recently issued a press
statement that he intends to make available about $142m this year for
child care. I commend the federal government for that. It is not often that I
sp,eak highly of the federal government. I do not wish to make a habit of it.
It indicates the importance which is being placed on it nationally. I believe
that the Northern Territory government has addressed the issue of child care and
will continue to address the issue of child care.
I intend to hold a meeting with the private child-care centres in the very
near future because they are not entitled to'the 75% federal funding which is
available to the other child-care centres. We will be addressing the problems
of creating more p,Qsitions and providing the maximum value of quality care for
every dollar that we spend in the Northern Territory. We want it to be broad
and flexible to meet those needs of our young youth in the NO.rthern Territory.
Water

R~lease

at Ranger Mine

Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
What groups were informed of the water release standards for Ranger uranium
mine and what was their general reaction to those standards?
ANSWER
This matter has been the subject of public discussion of late, thanks to
the member for Stuart. I think the question is quite timely. It needs to be
stated clearly that the standards to which the honourable member is referring
are not in fact water release standards, although that is how they are referred
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to. They are recelvlng water standards for Magela Creek. Receiving water
standards are, by definition, the chemical element concentrations which the
Magela Creek can contain with no adverse effect on the environment.
In the context of my recent authorisation, the quality of water to be
released, combined with the flow rate of Magela Creek, will govern the rate of
discharge in order that the chemical profile of the receiving water should not
vary outside its natural fluctuation. It should be remembered that retention
ponds 1 and 4, for which these standards were set, are outside the restricted
release zone and have been allowed, under certain conditions, to outflow
naturally in the past. Members who are familiar with the water management
system at Ranger will appreciate that the 2 retention ponds that are outside the
restricted release zone overflow from time to time.
As is usual in such cases, the standards were set after lengthy
consultation between the Office of the Supervising Scientist, the Alligator
Rivers Region Research Institute and the Northern Territory government. Whilst
the Supervising Scientist did not oppose the standards, he felt they were overly
conservative. The Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service and the Bureau
of the Northern Land Council also accepted the standards. .Other organisations
receiving information relating to the approval to release good quality water
from .RP 1 and RP4 are: .the Minist.er for Arts, Heritage and the Environment, the
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, the Minister for Resources and Energy, the
Movement Against Uranium, Campaign Against Nuclear Energy, Greenpeace from South
Australia, Greenpeace from New South Wales, the Australian Conservation
Foundation, the Environment Centre for the Northern Territory, the Sessional
Committee on th~ Environment of course, the Department of Health in the Northern
Territory,.the Conservation Commission of the Northern Territory and the
Australian Radiation Laboratories; In addition to tho'se people being informed
of the action I took when I approved water receiving standards, press releases
were issued, couched carefully to try to counteract some of the nonsense which
had been perpetrated in the media .in the time leading up to my decision to
approve those standards.
What members ~ust be mindful of, particularly the member for Stuart, is
that some of those groups that I listed there are clearly in existence to try
their very best to shut down Australia's uranium industry. It does not matter
what you intend·to do, what you intend to say, how many public forums you hold,
how many scientists you get to swear on stacks of bibles that what has been
approved is okay, those groups will always disagree because that is their very
charter. I respect their right to set t4emselves up and to lobby. But in
taking notice of what they are saying, one has to be very mindful of· what their'
charter.is. I do not believe that you will ever get some of those groups I
mentioned to ac;cept that. anything that is done in the uranium 'province , other
than a total shutdown, is acceptable. We should bear that in mind in future
public debate on the issue.
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Inquiry into Incest
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
In this Assembly on Wednesday of last week, the honourable member for
Wanguri stated that he was conducting a 'personal inquiry into the question of
incest on behalf of the Northern Territory government'. Is that statement true
or false and, if the statement is true, why has the government authorised such
a peculiar arrangement?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I understand that this particular subject is being addressed by
the member for Wangurir He has made several inquiries because this matter has
been brought to his attention over a period of time. He is doing that as the
member for Wanguri and it is not being actioned by the Department of'Community
Development at this parti~ular stage.
Honourable members may be aware that we are soon to conduct a telephone
survey in the Northern Territory via a committee that was set up to investigate
domestic violence. This one will be on sexual assault. It will be conducted
some time in May. It is a subject that has attracted a great deal of attention
in recent times. In New South Wales in particular, the figures that have just
been released are shocking to say the least. Something like 13 000 people have
been estimated to be victims of this particular abominable act. We will be
looking forward to some of the figures and results from the telephone survey.
The Northern Territory government will take cognisance of those findings in that
report and we will be taking action. I know that, as a member of this Assembly,
the member for Wanguri has an interest in this area and, no doubt, he will be
addressing that particular question as time passes.
Extension to Plenty Highway
Mr VALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Given that the Northern Territory government plans to seal the Plenty
Highway about 58 km east of the Harts Range Police Station, can he advise
whether the government has reached a decision to continue that sealing program
to the Queensland-Northern Territory border where it can meet up with the
roadworks presently under construc,tion by the Queensland government?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, extensions of the Plenty, Highway beyond the current project are
included in our forward works proposals. Current planning includes proposals
for sealing to the Bundey turnoff at the 192 km mark which is about 46 km beyond
the Harts Range Police Station. The timing of the proposals obviously will
depend on budgetary considerations and other road priorities. Extensions of the
sealing beyond the Bundey turnoff to the Queensland border will be reviewed in
terms of the Northern Territory government's overall priorities for road network
development.
Inquiry into Incest
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for

CO~~UNITY

DEVELOPMENT

Mr Speaker, my question refers to the answer given to my previous question.
In view of the fact that I know for certain that this Assembly has certainly not
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authorised the member for Wanguri to make such a personal investigation and in
view of the fact that I did not ask if the matter had' been 'actioned by the
Department of Community Development', could the minister simply answer the
specific question? Is this personal investigation into incest which the member
for Wanguri is carrying out being done on behalf of the Northern Territory
government and with the approval of the honourable minister as the appropriate
minister?
ANSWER
The crime of incest would come under the police portfolio. The problems
which occur' as a result of that crime, of course, are the responsibility of the
Minister for Community Development. Some of the cases which have been brought
to my attention are quite dramatic indeed. The health portfolio would be
involved because of the medical attention which is required by the victims. As
has been indicated in the d'Abbs report, the Department of Education has been
requested to carry out an educational program throughout the community.
Therefore, the problem does span many portfolio areas. I simply have
responsibility towards the victims of such,crimes.
As far as my department is concerned, the investigation into this matter
has not been instigated by the honourable member. This government is
particularly concerned about the crime and some of the statistics that have been
released recently. We will continue to address it on a case by case basis but
will also be. assessing the extent of the crime in the Northern Ter~itory, The
department will be taking full cognisance of the telephone survey which is
planned for May of this year. The Department of Community Development does not
have the honourable member for Wanguri as the head of any investigation but I
understand he is interviewing and seeking information on a personal basis in his
electorate as a government member of this Assembly. I will leave it at that.
Statements by Senator Walsh
Mr FIRMIN to CHIEF MINISTER
Is he aware of Senator Walsh's remarks in the'Senate last night? Do the
senator's outrageous statements have any truth and what do his statements mean
for Northern: Territory public servants in the Commonwealth Superannuation Scheme
and Territorians generally?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I would like to take a few moments of the Assembly's time this
morning to discuss the remarks made by the senator and Minister for Finance in
the federal parliament last night because, in my view, they are not just
outrageous but they signal some very bad omens for the people of the Northern
Territory i f 'they can be taken at their face value. In the Senate yesterday,
Senator Walsh was asked a question by Senator Rae which very simply asked if the
minister agreed that the letter from himself to myself ,is a flagrant breach and
a repudiation of the written agreement between his predecessor and the Chief
Minister of the Northern Territory signed on behalf of their respec,tive
governments in October 1984, and if the minister agreed that the letter cuts
across the terms and conditions of the Memorandum of Understanding regarding
superannuation fo'r employees who transferred to the, Northern Territoty Public
Service. He also asked the minister to advise how those employees with
established entitlements under the Commonwealth superannuation fund will be
affected by his refusal to honour the Commonwealth's obligations, and also
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whether he would review his decisions. In a nutshell, Senator Walsh answered by
saying: 'The answer to your last question is no'.
Mr Speaker, I would like to deal with some of the important aspects of
Senator Walsh's reply to Senator Rae because they impact very greatly not just
on the superannuants in the Northern Territory who are members of the
Commonwealth scheme but all members of the Northern Territory community because
I believe there is an attack on that agreement between the Northern Territory
and the Commonwealth called the Memorandum of Understanding. The first
significant point is that Senator Walsh does not believe that his action
repudiates any agreement that exists between the Commonwealth government and
the Northern Territory. There is a repudiation of 2 agreements, the first one
being the letters between Mr Dawkins and myself of last October confirming the
financial arrangements for the continuation of the Commonwealth superannuation
scheme in the Northern Territory.
Mr B. COLLINS (Opposition Leader):

A point of order, Mr Speaker!

Mr SPEAKER: ' What is the point of order?
Mr B. COLLINS: Mr Speaker, my point of order does not refer to the
question; I am anxious to debate it myself.' However, it refers to the misuse of
question time. Standing order 93, Mr Speaker, specifically says that questions
are out of order if they refer to the matters which are currently before the
Assembly. We have a question before the Assembly on superannuation which I am
anxious to'debate. The final 2 sections of standing order 93 stipulate that
questions cannot refer to debates in the current sittings. Not only do we have
a question before the Chair on superannuatio~, Mr Speaker, but I already know
that a supplementary statement, of which I have a copy, will be made on this
subject later today. ConSidering th.at time for questions will be available only
today and tomorrow, 'this breach of standing orders is denying us the proper use
of question time.
Mr SPEAKER: There is no point of order.
information as requested.

The Chief Minister is providing

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, the second part of the response by Senator Walsh
is the important refusal by him to reconsider his action despite what are
already legal breaches, despite the fact 'that he has taken the action
arbitrarily without consultation with the Northern. Territory and despite the
fact that there does not appear to have been a great deal of consultation at the
federal level about the whole matter other than between the Minister for Finance
and the Prime Minister and that level of consultation has yet to be determined.
Sev~ral other parts of the senator's reply make it quite clear that he
intends to terminate the membership of Territorians from the Commonwealth
superannuation scheme, despite the questions of his legal ability to do that and
despite 'the legal questions surrounding the entitlements of people who ate
expelled. If ever there was confirmation of a single-minded exercise in
Territory bashing, certainly the senator gave credence to it yesterday in the
Senate. There does not seem to be any rationale between what the senator is
trying to do, in terms of balancing his budget, and the way he is attacking
Territorians. If the senator had,made the same moves against every member of
the Commonwealth superannuation scheme in.Australia, we could say that that was
fair and reasonable, but to single out 12 000 Territorians is not fair and
reasonable in our view.

Mr Speaker, I want to make a couple of points in relation to the se~ator's
statement. The Northern Territory has never been funded for the superannuation
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payments on the employer's behalf. It does not have any funding in its current·
arrangements for funding the employer contributions and it cannot support a
scheme that guarantees entitlements that it is unable to meet when the time
comes for payment, and that is exactly the situation we find ourselves in •. The
implications for Northern Territory superannuants are pretty significant.
Northern Territory members of the Commonwealth superannuation scheme must
consider their future position because they are members of a scheme that is
insolvent to the degree that 2 Commonwealth r·eports have been commissioned on it
in recent years. They have both shown that the scheme is insolvent and that, in
fact, $1000m of taxpayers' money in Australia has to be taken from general
revenue and put into the scheme to make it viable, so that the superannuants can
collect their entitlements. Mr Speaker, 2 reports have been done on this. The
first was a report prepared for the Minister for Finance by a MrKnight and the
second report was prepared by the Commonwealth Actuary. Mr Speaker, I have only
1 copy of these reports available, but I have ordered several more copies to be
made for honourable members so that their ramifications can be taken into
consideration by members of the Territory community who are also superannuants
in the Commonwealth scheme.
The other very important issue is that all of these non-viable,
not~totally-funded schemes in Australia are a matter of great concern to the

Commonwealth government and or the state governments. In fact, recently,the
New South Wales Premier, Mr Wran, moved to ensure that the superannuation scheme
for his employees was viable and has started industrial action allover the
state.
Mr B. COLLINS (Opposition Leader): A point of order, Mr Speaker! Standing
order 59 of this Assembly clearly indicates that members will not anticipate the
discussion on a matter which is before the Chair. In reference to that
specific standing order, could I point out to you that there is no problem with
the probability 'of the matter anticipated being brought before the Assembly
within a reasonable time' because it is going to be brought on this morning.
Mr SPEAKER: The point of order is sustained. The Chief Minister will
confine his remarks to the fresh material introduced in the Senate last night.
Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, I will confine my remarks to the statement by the
senator because they are'very important to the Northern Territory. I do not
wish to labour particularly the superannuation side of it because the senator
made a vitriolic attack on the whole of the Northern Territory's financial
arrangements. Senator Walsh last night said that Mr Dawkins had written to me
about a matter which was non-specific and about the arrangements that would
apply. I would like to make it quite plain to the Assembly that there certainly
was a very specific letter in terms of an offer and an acceptance between
Mr Dawkins and myself. The le~ter related to a report by a joint task force of
,Commonwealth and Northern Territory departments on the future of the
superannuation scheme. While the letter itself is just an offer and an
acceptance of the conditions and proposals in this report, there were 6
Commonwealth departments and 2 Northern Territory departments involved in
compiling this report. It is very specific. It is very detailed and it is a
matter for concern that it has been set aside.
Moving on to the issue of the Memorandum of Understanding, the senator last
night referred in his comments to the previous Memorandum of Understanding.
That Freudian slip really signals to the people of the Northern Territory the
intentions of the senator: the previous Memorandum of Understanding. There is
only one Memorandum of Understanding and that is the one that was agreed and
consummated in 1978,·and by.which this government has been funded ever since by
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the Commonwealth.- It is the cornerstone of our constitutional arrangements with
the Commonwealth. There have been no'negotiations with the Northern Territory
about whether it is to be set aside, whether it is now extinct or whether some
other arrangements will apply. But there most certainly is only one
Memorandum of Understanding and, so far as this government is concerned, it is
still in force.
The senator went on to say that the Memorandum of Understanding has no
legislative backing. In other words, it was never ratified by a parliament. It
may have been fair to say in terms of the Northern Territo~y (Self-Government)
Act that the Memorandum of Understanding was not specifically referred to but,
every year when the .Commonwealth budget is passed in the Commonwealth
parliament, the contents of the Memorandum of Understanding are ratified legally
in the parliament. That has been going on since 1978. I would remind you,
Mr Speaker, that in fact the Commonwealth Labor government has ratified it twice
in the time that it has been there. Last night, we were told it is not an
issue, it has no legislative backing and it has never been ratified by the
parliament.
.
Senator. Walsh then went on to say that this is a perfect example of the
need to protect the states against the irresponsible fiscal behaviour of the
Fraser government which recklessly distributed money like confetti at a wedding
in the Northern Territory. I think it needs to be put on the record that our
financial arrangements.were negotiated at a government to government level and
have been accepted by those governments over a period of years. If there is any
need to change those arrangements, there is provision in the memorandum for
negotiations to take place with the consent of both sides. It is quite out of
the question to stand up at this stage of the Territory's constitutional
development and say ,that all of that is nonsense and should not go ahead because
we now believe money is being distributed like confetti.
The senator suggested that this was not an arrangement that could continue
in perpetuity. Therein is the crux of the matter. The Commonwealth, in my
view, is now starting to set aside the Memorandum of Understanding. That is the
first crack in the wall ,that would indicate its intention. It is true to say
that the memorandum does not have any pe'rmanent basis in so far as the
constitution is concerned but it does have, Mr Speaker, a place in the Northern
Territory's legal framework that must be maintained until it is negotiated in
another way. Perhaps, if the Commonwealth wishes to do that, there is a way to
do it.
The coup de grace for Territ6rians carne in the senator's final comments
where he said, and I will quote as closely as I can: 'The fiscal irresponsibility
of the Fraser government as it applied to the Northern Territory has produced
the most bloated and feather-bedded public service in Australia'.
How is that, Mr Speaker, for a good c~out behind the ears? I would like to
place on record that 'the Northern Territory Public Service, which is 12 000
strong, has the role of providing in the community all,the essential services
that are provided in any other community in Australia. We have to justify our
position in front of the Grants Commission every few years. There is no
evidence to say that the Northern Territory Public Service is bloated. We are
continually being given the support of the Grants Commission in our submissions
that there is a need for ~dditional support in respect uf certain areas
j~st to ensure that Territorians receive the same level of service as
anybody else in the country receives. It is acknowledged by ourselves, it was
acknowledged by the Commonwealth and it ,is continually being acknowledged by the
Grants Commission that, for people in the Norther~ Territory to receive a
similar level of services as those people in the states, with the dispersal
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factor that we have of 150 000 people being spread out over a half a million
square miles, it takes additional people and resources to achieve that.
The rate of growth in the number of children in schools. is so great
compared to that in any other part of Aus,tralia that we do have abnormal
pressures on us to provide teachers and support staff for schools and also staff
for health and community aevelopment functions. We have also made a very
reasonable case in front of the Grants Commission that there is a need in the
Northern Territory to have additional policemen to maintain law and order
because of our special circumstances. To say,Mr Speaker, that we have 'the most
bloated and feather-bedded public service in Australia' against all the findings
in the history of the Northern Territory's development, is an outrageous
accusation to make. It is totally without foundation and ,a remark that 'should
be condemned by everyone in this Assembly as we11 as the whole community.
The point that I would like to raise again in addressing the senator's
remarks is that, the Commonwealth government, through the ,senator who is now
carrying on like a mad axeman not just in the Northern Territory but allover
Australia, has indicated its intention to reduce as much as it can any
contribution of Commonwealth funding to the lowest possible level. There exists
an 'agreement between ourselves and the Commonwealth that provides for the level
of our funding. The continuing tirade of the senator would indicate to us that
the Memorandum of Understanding is under threat and that any written agreement
between the government of the Northern Territory and the Commonwealth government
has no substance at all. We are now entering intba period of great concern and
a great'vacuum because we do not really know what the Commonwealth is going to
do next. We cannot give anybody in the community any undertakings about
anything.
So far as people who are contributors to superannuation funds in the
Northern Territory are concerned, they have a, very particular concern that this
government is going to fight very hard to protect. Their interests are
enshrined between themselves and the Commonwealth. There was an agreement
between employers, employees and superannuation funds that should not be just
set aside at the whim of a ministerial pen. I make the point too that all of
these agreements that have,been built up over the years between ourselves and
the Commonwealth and the Commonwealth and the states are not just done to keep
lawyers in practice and keep houses of parliament like this in business. They
are done to protect communities against madmen like Senator Walsh who are on a
rampage with a financial scythe to get 'as much money out of anybody they can as
quickly as they can so they can balance the budget. Mr Speaker, there is a way
to conduct intergovernmental relations, and I would submit that the comments of
Senator Walsh in the House last night do not contribute very much towards it.
Feral Pigs
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
Mr Speaker, each year we have had problems with agriculture not just from
weather but also from pests. Recently, at Douglas-Daly, I saw damage to one
paddock from one attack by feral pigs. It was estimated to have caused damage
of around $30 000. What action, i f any, is being taken by the Department of
Primary Production or the Conservation Commission in respect of the costly
problem of feral pigs in the Douglas-Daly area?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the control of feral animals is a responsibility of the
Conservation Commission and it has been working with the farmers in the
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Douglas-Daly area in an attempt to seek a solution to this problem. Some of the
measures include the erecting of pig traps by the commission at the worst
affected areas. Landholders have arranged for shooting in and around· their
cropping areas. Recently, the entire area was surveyed by helicopter, with the
commission and landholders sharing costs. Pigs were found in small numbers
throughout an area of some 150 km 2 and those that were seen were shot.
Mr, Speaker, over ~he last 6 months, a total of about 200 pigs have been
destroyed by these methods. These figures could be improved if the farmers
actively maintained and rebaited the traps that have been set in the area.
Although these operations have been quite successful ,and the farmers are
keen to see the helicopter operations repeated,J:hey do not provide any
long-term solution to the problem. Feral pigs are found throughout Australia.
They manage to survive even in the most intensively-managed fa~mlands.
Currently, 'the best method to limit pig damage is to exclude them from crops by
use of high-quality, well~maintained fencing. Although initially expensive, it
does provide th~ cheapest and most. effective solution in the longer term. The
Conservation Commission, in consultation with the Department of Primary
Production and with the advice of the Feral Animals. Cominittee, is currently
considering proposals for inc;-eased research on feral pigs. In addition to
surveys, to provide better information on ·the extent, of the problem, a detailed
assessment including field techniques will be made of all currently available
control techniques.
New Police Headquarters at Berrimah
Mr LEO to CHIEF MINISTER
what is the estimated completion date of the new police headquarters at
Berrimah? What is the estimate of the additional cost caused by the almost
12-months overrun in the estimated time of construction?
ANSWER
I seek leave of the honourable member to answer that question tomorrow.
If I do that, I can give him specific details. An opening date has been set and
I can confirm that with the honourable member as well.
Firefighting Equipment at Hermannsburg
Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
When will he action the request for firefighting equipment at Hermannsburg
to replace the present inadequate garden hoses and buckets that had to be used
recently ,to prot'ect historic buildings there?
ANSWER
My understanding is that fire services outside the town area and in
communities are the responsibility of community governments and the local
communities. We do provide assistance wherever that is sought. I would need to
take advice for the honourable member to be absolutely sure where the lines of
responsibility are. If there is a need for improving the firefighting equipment
and facilities in any community, that will be addressed as a matter of urgency.
Whether it is the fire brigade or the community with the assistance of the fire
brigade, I would be happy to have those lines of administration clarified too so
that there is no confusion and so that the community can rest assured that it
does have adequate fire protection.
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Salvation Army Nursing Home
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for HEALTH
The Salvation Ar~y has been patiently awaiting approval by the federal
government to proceed with the nursing home and other facilities for aged people
in Darwin. Is he aware of any progress in the allocation of nursing bed
entitlements?
'
ANSWER
It is not coincidental that only yesterday I sent a telex to the
Commonwealth minister requesting the expediting of thismatter./ It is now quite
some time since the Joint committee of the Commonwealth Department of Health,
the Commonwealth Department of Community Services and the Northern Territory
Department of Health met to discuss the requirement of nursing home beds in the
Northern Territory. There'is no doubt in our mind that there is a crying need
for additional beds of that nature. Although I dare say there are probably 50
people out in the community who wO'lld know the recommendations of that
committee, it would be nonetheless a little discourteous of me to disclose the
matter in detail.
in addition to sending the telex, I took the opportunity when I was last in
Canberra to discuss the matter very briefly with Senator Don Grimes in the hope
that he may make an early decision. I understand, however, that it is no fault
of the good senator that he has not made a dec;ision. In fact, I do not believe
to date that he has even, received the recommendations. The new Commonwealth
Department of Community Services has been recently established in Adelaide.
There have been staffing proble!ns and the problems of setting up a new regime to
serve South Australia and the Northern Territory. Of course, there is the
problem of our being lumped in with South Australia. Nonetheless ,there are
always teething troubles and a time delay between the establishment of any new
department in a region and its becoming fully operational and efficient. I guess
we are somewhat a victim of circumstances in that our recommendations from the
committee would have gone to that department at the very worst time.
,I have now taken further action. It is entirely a Commonwealth matter
because significant Commonwealth money is involved in it. In addition to
Northern Territory subsidies for such nursing home beds, whereby the profit,
margin is guaranteed by the Territory in the same manner as the s'tates do it,
that matter has been further taken up by me. I hope for an early and favourable
response from the federal minister in the very near future.
Cyclist-Pedestrian Crossing of Rapid Creek.
Mr DALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
At what stage is government planning for a cyclist-pedestri~n crossing of
Rapid Creek, where will that crossing be, and what will it cost?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this is something that has been talked about for a number of
years. I believe the honourable member for Millner raised it late last year or
early this year.
Mr Smith:

,A number of times.
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Mr MANZIE: As he said, a number of times, Mr Speaker. It is something
that has been looked at and a number of concepts have been looked into. There
are a number of areas where a bridge over Rapid Creek could be constructed.
Obviously. the government had to take care to ensure that the location of the
bridge would be acceptable ,to all persons concerned, that there would be no
environmental problems in relation to its location and that it would provide a
facility for the Darwin community.
A location has been established at the mouth of Rapid Creek which will
allow a footbridge-cyclists bridge to be built across the mouth of the creek.
It will enable the people on the Nightcliff side of the creek to cross over the
beach to the Casuarina side either by foot or by bicycle. This will also enable
people who attend the Institute of Technology to move from the Nightcliff and
Rapid Creek areas to the institute without travelling down Trower Road and
Lakeside Drive, which is the present case.
Also, as members are fully aware, the Casuarina Beach area is a most
popular recreation spot for the people of Darwin. There have been problems in
the past relating especially to young people without transport to get to the
Casuarina Beach area during periods of high tide and of stinger infestation
during the wet season. All these difficulties will be alleviated now and,
hopefully, something that people in that area of Darwin have peen waiting for
for a number of years will take place in the near future. Tenders will be
called for in relation to the construction of the footbridge in the very near
future and hopefully work will be commencing around mid-year.
Appointment of Regional Director of Department of Community Development
Mr EDE to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
In relation to the recent appointment of one of the Chief Minister's
electorate office s~aff to the recently reclassified position of Regional
Director in the Department of Community Development in Tennant Creek, would he
first confirm that the staff member had been unsuccessful in an application for
that position last year and that his appointment earlier this year was effected
without going through the normal public service recruiting procedures of
advertising, applications, interviews etc, and does the manner of the appointment
conform to normal public service procedures and, if not, why was an exception
made in the case of the Chief Minister's own staff member?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, if any of those things were illegal or somewhat incorrect, I am
quite sure that the Public Service Commissioner would have brought it to my
attention~
I can admit honestly that that has not happened but I will seek to
have information provided by the Public Service Commissioner regarding the
question that the honourable member has asked and provide him with that
information at a later date.
Duplication of McMillans Road
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Would he please confirm his department's program for the duplication of
McMillans Road between the roundabout on the eastern end and the Bagot Road
intersection?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this project is one that has the highest priority in the
Northern Territory Urban and Arterial Road Program. Honourable members will
be aware of the federal government's cutbacks on urban arterial, road funding
which, after meeting our current contractual obligations, obviously wil'l affect
rather seriously our future planned programs. Duplication of the section
between the roundabout and Mueller Road is presently under construction, as
honourable m~mbers who travel the northern suburbs will be well aware. It is
expected that this particular job will be completed in June.
Bagot Road to Lee Point Road was planned to commence in May 1986 with Lee
Point Road to Mueller Road following as soon afterwards as practicable. The
total project is estimated to cost in the region of $7.5m. The honourable
member will understand that the planned program in respect of sections 2 and 3
will have to be reconsidered in the light of commitments outstanding and also
the level of available funding. Under the Australian Land Transport
Program,_ the federal allocation to the Territory is $1.4m in relation
to urban arterial roads and the ABRD allocation is $1.5m. If all other urban arterial road projects were to be deferred in favour of McMillans Road, it would
take 3 years of federal funding to complete the work. However, as I said
earlier, the project has been accorded the highest priority and all steps will
be taken to ensure that that particular area of road is proceeded with.
However, that will depend also on whether we have sufficient funds within our
own financial resources.
Mr Speaker, a good look will be taken'at this particular project during
budget deliberations which will be taking place. However, due to the rapid
growth of the northern suburbs and the amount of traffic, which is increasing
daily on McMillans Road - and I travel that, road myself at least twice a day it is obvious to members of the community that there is a need for work to be
done to widen McMillans Road. I think that one other thing that honourable
members should be aware of is that the duplication of McMillans Road is one of
those projects that,was involved i~ the development of an airport terminal on
the northern side of the Darwin RAAF Base. As honourable members know, that
particular project has been curtailed, very abruptly, after an expenditure of
some $20m.In all these particular projects that are undertaken by the
Commonwealth, a large amount of support work has to be undertaken by the
Northern Territory government, and priorities and funding are also organised in
relation to these projects.
All members would be aware that the dual-Ianing work on McMillans Road was
obviously an area of high priority in relatiqn to the development of that
airport terminal. It is an example of just one area that must be looked at
again in relation to traffic flows and what is going to occur in the future.
Obviously, the 6-monthreview period that the federal government has decreed.
will take place in relation to the determination of the airport terminal also
has some relevance on the necessity, for dual-Ianing McMillans Road.
Mineral Content in Alice Springs Water Supply
Mr VALE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
This follows on a question I asked him last week concerning the mineral
content of the Alice Springs town water supply. My question referred to the
Mereenie aquifer water which is used in Alice Springs rather than that from the
Mereenie Basin. Is any investigation under way into the salt and other mineral
content of the water in Alice Springs? Are there any plans for further action
to reduce this mineral content?
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ANSWER
I apologise to the member for providing an answer to the question relating
to the Alice Springs water supply which was not exactly on what he had asked.
However, I now have some information which I am sure he and other Alice Springs
residents will find most interesting in relation to the actual water supply of
Alice Springs as distinct from the groundwater underneath Alice Springs.
The Alice Springs water supply has been drawn from the Mereenie aquifer
and adjacent Amadeus Basin formations since the mid-1960s. The water has a
salinity of about 700 mg per litre. This compares favourably with a desirable
maximum drinking water criterion of 1500 mg per litre published by the National
Health and Medical Research Council and adopted by the Northern Territory
Department o'f Health. The salinity is made up of many constituents but, again,
each is well within the official health criteria.
The water is relatively hard because it contains a fairly high proportion
of calcium and magnesium salts compared with sodium salts. This is probably
advantageous in public health terms in view of recent research overseas which
appears to link soft high sodium water to the greater incidence of ,heart
disease. That is bad news for Darwinite~. However, it has the disadvantage
that the hardness is responsible for deposits in pipes and heating appliances.
The tendency for the water to form such a deposit is termed 'temporary
hardness'. The temporary hardness of Alice' Springs water is about 220 mg per
litre. This level does cause some inconvenience. However, it is a good deal
less than the 450 mg per litre in Katherine groundwater which was used
untreated for several years before being abandoned in favour of surface water.
The salinity and hardness of the Alice Springs supply has not changed
materially since pumping commenced from the source; nor is it expected to change
much in the future provided it is protected from long-term pollution by salts
and chemicals originating from the town and farm areas. The study completed in
1983 examined the need for such protection and made several recommendations
concerning land use, monitoring and the need for further studies. The findings
of this study are being -actively,pursued.
A separate investigation at the moment is looking in detail at the
potential for pollution from proposed development at White Gums directly
upstream from the borefield. If significant risks are found to exist, the
investigation will examine preventative and remedial measures. The natural
quality of the groundwater is quite acceptable for general domestic use. It is
possibly the least saline and most abundant supply in the whole of central
Australia and must be cherished accordingly.

or

Any proposal to treat the water to improve its aesthetic quality
avoid
degradation of pipes and appliances would be a matter 'for my colleague, the
Minister for Transport and Works. I am pleased to read that. However, such
treatment would clearly be enormously expensive in terms of both capital and
operating costs. The fact that most people in the town have used the water for
some 20 years without major complaint would have to go against any such
expenditure.
I guess I am treading on pretty dangerous grounq in making that final
statement but I am sure·'honourable members will find that information relating
to Alice Springs water supply most interesting.
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Henry and Walker Shares in Casinos
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Is he aware of any efforts by Henry and Walker Pty Ltd in respect of the
Coonawarra Unit Trust to sell some or all of its shares in the Territory
Property Trust which owns the casinos? 1's the government, in respe'ct of its
arrangements with the Territory Property Trust, in a position to prevent such a
sale should it be desirable to do so?
ANSWER
I have always been of the op1n10n that the trust would go public. I have
never had any understanding that Henry and Walker would or would not retain all
of its shares in the trust when it did go public. I will get the information
for the honourable member to see if there is anything specifically on file that
refers to a commitment by Henry and Walker to do one thing or another and advise
him accordingly. '
Excisions from Pastoral Leases
Mr BELL to MINISTER for LANDS
I refer him to the guidelines recently promulgated for excisions on
pastoral leases for Aboriginal people. Can he name the Aboriginals who will
qualify under these guidelines?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I refer him to the standing orders that the Leader of the
Opposition raised earlier. This matter will be debated in the Assembly and I
will address those questions at that time.
Northern Territory Teachers Federation
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
In the February Northern Territory Teachers Federation Bulletin,a claim was
made that federation deductions from teachers' pay were ceased because some
teachers refused to staff a school camp. Is this indeed true?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the issue to which the honourable member for Sadadeen refers
goes back some time. The short answer to the question is no. The issue caused
'a great deal of concern in the community, particularly among parents with
school-age children. I wa,s concerned &t the time, as indeed were many parents,
that the work bans that had been imposed by the teachers in the schools in which
they worked caused disruption to the education of children. The claim referred
to by the honourable member is incorrect ina~much as many other people, had drawn
my attention to their concern about the disruption of their children's
education. The episode in AIice Springs brought the issue toa head. As a
result, the federation was asked to consider the matter and I gave it plenty of
opportunity. I believe that I exercised considerable forbearance in this whole
matter. J After my visit to Alice Springs - and I was in Alice Springs in
relation to another matter - I told the federation that it should reconsider the
matter and that teachers should go back to work because it was causing
disruption to many students. In anSwer to the honourable member's question,

93

QUESTIONS WI'l'HOUT NOTICE____ Tuesday 23 April 1985
this did not result from the fact that a teacher would not take children on a
school camp but resulted from representations made by many people in relation to
fears about disruption to the education of their children.
Psychiatric Patients
Mr LANHUPUY to MINISTER for HEALTH
What is his government doing in respect of the Spragg report? Could he
indicate the facilities that presently exist in the Northern Territory for
psychiatric patients?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I really do not know whether I could properly canvass all of
the issues. I knew the honourable member was interested in this matter and I
was expecting a couple of specific questions from him. The Spragg report has
been received by the government. Clearly, professional people such as Dr Spragg
would recommend the absolute optimum facilities that they would see as being
desirable for the Northern Territory. Obviously, because we do not have
unlimited funds, we cannot really expect to achieve all of those objectives in
the near future. All of Dr Spragg's recommendations are worth while and highly
desirable. Given the attitude of a certain Minister for Finance elsewhere, this
government may well find itself - and I do not wish to preach doom either - in a
position where it will be battling even to maintain the standards that we have
already achieved. Be that as it may, Mr Speaker, there are significant advances
in the psychiatric care area which can be made at a reasonable cost if those
funds are available.
Mr Speaker, for some time we have been trying to. recruit sufficient
highly-qualified psychiatric staff. As in any other field, in order to build up
a good team, one must first find a good leader. Of course, people will not come
to serve in any profession, particularly a highly sensitive and skilled
profession such as psychiatry, without leadership being. here. To date, we have
had difficulty in recruiting scmeone to head the unit. I understand from the
Secretary of the Department of Health that we now have a fairly goo.;1 prospect of
attracting someone of a calibre which would attract other people to work under
him or her. I hope that that will eventuate in the near future.
The other thing that we can do is to try to bring into being a halfway
house system. To date, people have been treated in the appropriate wards in 1
of 2 hospitals· which cater for their iilness. When it is considered that their
clinical state no longer requires them to be in a psychiatric ward, we have had
no choice but simply to transfer them back to the footpath or to their lonely
flat. A halfway house is quite essential. The problem looked quite complex
initially but the Secretary of the Department of Health and one of his officers
recently visited Adelaide and looked at 2 completely differe~t models of halfway
houses. I am advised that, for a recurrent expenditure of about $115 000 to
$130 006 a year,assuming we have that, such a program, by way of a grant in aid
to the Salvation Army or an equivalent organisation, can be put into place.
I believe they work very well in South Australia and I dare say in other states
that have these sorts of facilities.
Of course, it is· not just a matter of the recurrent expenditure; it is also
the capital expenditure of obtaining the place which one could describe as a
hostel and the very severe planning problems that go with the establishment.
Obviously, the type of residence required would be just that: a residence. It
should not remind people of a hospital, a prison, a detention centre or anything
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like that. In order to find a residence, one must find a residential area that
fits in with the Planning Act. It is not without difficulties but it is
certainly an area that the Department of Health, the government and I want to
proceed with.
Mr Speaker, there is a whole range of other issues which are raised in
relation to the nature of the wards we have for psychiatric services. Of
course, there are as many views on how those wards should be structured both
physically and in manning as there are people who purport to be experts in the
field. Nonetheless, I suppose it would not be difficult to sustain the argument
that a fourth or fifth floor in an air-conditioned building is hardly conducive
to psychiatric care. The solutions to those sorts of things are necessarily
very expensive, given the number of patients which we can reasonably expect as
requiring acute care of that nature. Therefore, perhaps a halfway house
housing 6 to 8 is one of the options in order to minimise the number of people
who need the higher level of care in what many would regard as an unsatisfactory
environment; that is, an air-conditioned room on the fourth or fifth floor of a
public hospital.
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Casino

Arran~ements

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
My question refers to the Four Corners program broadcast last night.
Apart from doing an absolutely and unbelievably appalling job of representing
the Territory's case on that program, the Chief Minister said in response to a
question on whether arrangements existed between Henry and Walker, Kumagai Gumi
and the Northern Territory government in respect of their loan .raisings that
such arrangements did exist and he would not make them public. In the light of
the numerous denials previously by the Chief Minister and the latest on ABC TV
news on 1 April last that there are any arrangements and government involvement
on the loans to the Coonawarra Uni~ Trust to enable Henry and Walker to take up
its equity in the casino deal, can he explain to this Assembly the statement
made last night on national television which was given in a recent interview,
and can he now give details to this Assembly of the nature and extent of the
arrangements he referred to last night, which he will not make public, between
the Northern Territory government, Henry and Walker, and Kumagai Gumi?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as I recall, I did not·refer last night in the interview to
Henry and Wal~er and Kumagai Gumi.
Mr B. Collins:

Specifically, I took it straight off the tape this morning.

Mr TUXWORTH: The honourable member has just asked me a very long question
which referred to some conversations and quotes that I made. Can I have a copy
of his question?
'
Mr B.Collins:

No problem, I will get you a copy of the transcript.
Renal Unit for Alice Springs

Mr VALE to MINISTER for HEALTH
Following his statement during the last sittings in answer to my
question concerning the renal unit proposed for Alice Springs, what is the
current status of that proposed unit?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I remember addressing this question at either the last sittings
or the first week of this. sittings. There is more information that I ought to
give the Assembly on the matter. In fact, it would have been at the last
sittings because the further information I can give results from a discussion'I
had with senior officers at the Alice Springs, Community Health Centre, including
the Regional Director, on the matter. It is one of those things which
we can go about in 1 of 2 ways. We can provide a half-baked renal service in
Alice Springs or we can wait a·little longer and do it properly. The position
at the moment is that all central Australian patients who are Buffering from
acute renal disorder are being catered for in Adelaide. Darwin has a quite
adequate facility at the moment. The patients who normally require this sort
of care are Aboriginal patients and it is highly desirable that they be brought
back from Adelaide as quickly as possible.
The Department of Health is embarking on a program of much earlier
identification of Aboriginal children, in particular, who subsequently will
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suffer from this illness. This involves the purchase of better and more
expensive diagnostic equipment. ' This morning, I met with the Secretary of the
Department of Health and instructed him to approach Treasury for an appropriate
certificate of inexpediency to obtain'a proper dialysis machine. The machine
is worth about $60 000. If the department can detect these illnesses in the
foetal stage, the appropriate surgical procedures can be undertaken soon after
birth to prevent renal collapse occurring later. The idea is prevention rather
than worrying about cure later.
Nonetheless, in the prOV1S10n of renal services, the capital equipment is
only part of the story. In order to' do the job properly, we must have a
specially dedicated area set aside, probably within the community health centre
rather than the hospital, to facilitate the equipment's maintenance and USe.
Obviously, this equipment needs to be regularly cleaned. The cleaning programs
are quite extensive which means the correct plumbing and water filters are
needed.
Mr Speaker, it would be better if we did ,it right first time round. That
may take a little time, given the capital cost involved. Listening to Senator
Walsh last night, I wonder if we will be able to afford it anyway. Nonetheless,
to give an idea of the complexity of the problem, a person with acute renal
collapse requires many hours of treatment on the dialysis machine at least 3·
times a week. If you have 6 patients, you will need more than 2 machines,
unless you become involved in very expensive overtime or shift operations. If
we had the patients on the machine Mondays, Wedne'sdays and Fridays, that would
give them their three 6 to 8 hour sessions for that week. Some members would
recall that the late Mr Justice Ward used to say it took him about 9 hours for
a grease and oil change. It was marvellous that a man so seriously ill had that
sort of sense of humour but that was typical of the man. The machines are not
cheap and their maintenance is expensive and time-consuming. If'we had
sufficient machines to cater for 6 people, we ,would need to have them operating
on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. That would mean we would have to do our
cleaning on Sundays to be ready for Monday. The expense would become extremely
high in terms of the recurrent expenditure rather than capital expenditure.
Mr Speaker, the Regional Director-South and the'Secretary of the Department
of Health and myself are working on the location of the unit. Then, I will have
to seek Cabinet approval for the extensive funds necessary to do the work. The
Community Health Centre, and that is the logical site for i t in Alice Springs"
is adjacent to the Aboriginal, child health facility and the Mother Education
Centre which is commensurate with the type of patient we most often have with
renal failure. It could possibly be built above as a second floor, attachment' to
the Community Health Centre because apparently. the dental clinic was, in
fact designed ,as the first floor of a2 ... floor building. Rather than just sprawl
out on that side, which has not ali that much open space available, we could
contemplate the possibility of putting it on a second floor. I note that, in
South Australia, the renal unit is on about the fifth floor of a building.
Renal patients are not necessariiy ill in the normal sense. In other words,
climbing a single flight of stairs poses no difficulty.
So the lo'cation can be found. It is now a matter of finding the money for
probably 6 of these machines, which is the minimum to do the task, along with a
purpose-built area with fairly sophisticated plumbing,draining, filtering
equipment and so on. I may have been a little optimi.stic about the target dates
we hoped to be able to achieve the last ,time I spoke on this matter.
Nonetheless, at the risk of repeating myself, I am of the belief that it is
better to do the thing properly in the first place than half do it.

97

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Wednesday 24 April 1985
TIO Legal Proceedings

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Can he confirm that the Territory Insurance Office is currently involved in
legal proceedings involving large amounts of money in both Sydney and the United
States and can he give the Legislative Assembly details of these proceedings?
ANSWER
I am aware that there are legal proceedings going on with parties outside
of Australia. I do not have the exact information available to me. I will be
happy to provide it to the member as soon as I can' get it. If the member could
give me a bit of notice of that sort of question, I might be able to respond to
it at the time.
Senator Walsh's Comments on Four Corners Program
Mr PALMER to CHIEF MINISTER
On the Four Corners program last night, Senator Walsh said that the
Commonwealth was in fact 'feeding a fiscal monster'. Does the Chief Minister
and Treasurer subscribe to that view?
ANSWER"
Mr Speaker, several aspects of the senator's comments last night were of
concern but the main one, from the point of view of all Territorians, was the
misrepresentation that the Northern Territory was indeed some sort of 'fiscal
monster' that was being supported by the Commonwealth government unreasonably.
I would like to take a couple of moments to put into perspective exactly what it
is that we are talking about. Last night, on the Four Corners program, the
federal Minister for Finance went to a great deal of trouble to explain how the
Northern Territory's per capita funding is so much higher than that of every
other state in Australia that it is unreasonable and that the cash pipeline to
the Northern Territory has to dry up.
Mr Speaker, I would like to say that this needs to be considered in the
totality of the Commonwealth-states financing and not simply on a per capita
basis for the Northern Territory because it is very important that we see the
total picture. On a per capita'basis, we do have a much higher level of funding
than any state. That is because ,our assessments are made through the Grants
conuUission. The assessments are not made on a per capita basis as they are with
the states. They are made on ~he basis of the Northern Territory providing to
the whole community that level of service that would be provided in any state in
Australia, taking into account all the difficulties that we have in the Northern
Territory that we have discussed in this Assembly 100 times - large areas, small
population dispersal, lack of communication; starting 100 years behind the
states and all the rest of it. We bave always sought to have our case
considered by the Grants Commission because we believe that body has gained
expertise over 50 years in assessing the disabilities of the states and can make
a reasonable recommendation to the Commonwealth on our level of funding. It has
done that since self-government. All the assessments that we have had over the
years have been supported by the Grants Commission although, in the last couple
of years, its recommendations have been that we receive more money than it
transpired we should have received. That was not a great amount of money over
the 5 budgets but, certainly, it is something that has to be taken into account
and we need to discuss, it with the Commonwealth. To say that we are over funded
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because the Grants Commission recommended funding that is 3 or 4 times greater
per capita for the Territory than for the states is outrageous.
There are other methods of funding in this country that the Northern
Territory government does not know about, has no claim to and will never see.
Those figures are not built into the per capita assessment that the senator
referred to last night and they are very important. Mr Speaker, let me just
pick up a couple to give members an idea of the level of the funding that the
states receive that we do not receive. When the Grants Commission makes its
assessment for New South Wales every year, it takes into account an $800m state
railway deficit. That figure is considered when the Grants Commission is making
a recommendation on the level of funding for New South Wales. Do we see that in
the per capita assessment? We' do not. Victoria, New South Wales and South
Australia have enormous amounts ,of money funnelled into their state economies
every year by virtue of tariff,protection and the system we have in this country
of protecting uneconomic industries in those states. Very simply, the tariff
protection that exists in this country to protect uneconomic industries in South
Australia, Victoria and New South Wales, which amounts to billions of dollars a
year, is used to maintain employment in those states. We do not get any
consideration in the Northern Territory for figures like that. We do not ask
for it and we do not complain about it. The states get it and it is not
unreasonable, given the circumstances, that they get it. But it is unreasonable
that the Northern Territory be singled out as being excessively funded because
our figures are calculated in a different way.
I move on to another issue - relevant but not relevant. The Northern
Territory does not have a university. We have sought one and we will establish
one in the course of time. It 'will come. petting aside the capital cost of
running the university, the states already have their universities, whether we
get one or not. They would have cost hundreds of millions of dollars. Further
to that, every year in the federal budget, allocations are made directly to the
states for the maintenance of their universities. Last year $1027m was
distributed to the states for the maintenance and operation of their
universities. If we ask for a university, we are regarded as an unreasonable,
bunch of lazy people who want more Commonwealth money. Those people have
their universities and they are entitled to them. They get the maintenance for
their universities in a separate line of funding in the federal budget. It does
not show up in the per capita comparisons, that the senator made with the
Northern Territory.
Mr Speaker, let me just touch on the issue of Medicare. Last
states received $845m in Medicare payouts. The Northern Territory
$lOm. I ani not' saying that we got less than we should have. I am
the comparison is pretty significant. Those figures are not built
'capita comparisons'that th,e Minister for Financew'ants to make for
Territory.

year the
received
saying that
into the per
the Northern

Let me pick up another issue for which we do not get much at all while the
states are waxing pretty fat on the system. That is the matter of aged Care '
which my colleague, the Minister for Health, is pursuing with the Commonwealth,
at this moment. Most of the states, over a period of tiIlle, have built up
thousands and thousands of beds in their states for the provision of care to the
aged. On top of that, they not only received the capital component to set it up
but they receive the enormous funding levels of about $30 or $40 per day per bed
to run those beds in each state. That is fair enough. We are not complaining.
But those figures do not show up in the per capita comparisons that the senator
made on the show last night. We are having extreme difficulty convincing the
Commonwealth that we $hou1d have another 30 beds. When you consider that
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exercise against what is going on in the states, you cannot honestly say that
.the Northern Territory has had a fair suck of the sausage. There are some areas
where we are still very badly treated.
I picked up another issue in the papers this morning. The states get a
special grant from the Commonwealth every year. Last year, to provide coal
mining industry assistance, long service leave payments totalled $19m. That is
not·a bad little slush fund between the Commonwealth and the states. I am not
saying it should not happen. I am not saying it should stop. I am not saying
that we ought to get it because we do not have any coal mines. But I am saying
that payments like that were not taken into the per capita comparisons that the
minister referred to last night. If the minister wants to advance that
argument, then it i~ not unreasonable that all the payments to all the st~~es in
all shapes and forms are put together and the population divided up.
Mr Speaker, the other point that I would like to make is that the Northern
Territory has a budget of just on $1000m which is spread out over the whole
community. We have a population of ,about 30 000 Aboriginals in our. community
who are above-average consumers of that budget, given the totality of the
population. I refer to things such as hospital bed occupancy and the level of
ef fort that is required to teach Aboriginals in remote· areas. That is taken
into account by the Gr~nts Commission. We have a situation where a very small
sector of the community consumes a pretty fair amount of the budget. We do not
complain about that. We are not asking for anybody to go without. We are not
suggesting that the money spent on Aboriginal communities should be on a per
capita basis because, if we did that, they would not receive very much in the
way of services. We accept the difficulty. Through the Grants Commission, we
have sought to justify the level of fun·ding needed to maintain services in those
communities and those recommendations of the Grants Commission over the years
have been sent to the Commonwealth and it has made the payments. In fact, in
the last 2 Labo~ government buggets, those payments have been acknowledged.
Today, when we have avery vindictIve campaign levelled at us by an
individual, we find that none of that matters any longer. Mr Speaker, it has
never mattered so much as it matters today. It'is not a mafter that can be left
to lie. The campaign that has been started against the Northe:r:n Territory
which,in my view, is one·,of total dishonesty, will be rectified. It will take
considerable effort and a bit of money but the whole of the story will be told
to the people of this country, and not just the part of it that serves, the
senator.
Pine Hill Gap Grape Project
Mr EDE to MINISTER for LANDS
I would remind him that, when this issue was raised at the last sittings,
it was indicated that it had been raised too early. Has he now received or is
he aware of represent~tions from the honourable member for Sadadeen opposing the
Pine Hill Gap grape project in my electorate? Is he aware of complaints on .this
issue made by the honourable member to public servants at a recent field day in
Alice Springs? What is the nature of the honourable member's opposition to the
development of grape farms, apart from his own, and can he confirm that no
impediment will be placed in the way of thi.s development?
ANSWE;R
Mr Speaker, the question was addressed to me as the Minister for Lands. I
will answer as the Minister for Lands and Minister for Primary Production. At
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the last sittings, I stated that, at that time, I had not received any
representations from the member for Sadadeen and that, if there had been any
representations in respect of trying to stop that project, they would not have
been taken into account. In fact, I have not received any representations.
The member asked if I was aware of complaints that the member for Sadadeen
had made at a fi'e1d day at the Arid Zone Research Institute recently. I have
been advised by some people in Alice Springs that there were some comments made
in private in respect of that program but those comments have not been related
to me directly. I understand that the honourable member has some concern in
respect of the Pine Hill grapeprojec,t in so far as he believes - arid I think it
is a legitimate position for him to adopt --there needs to be proper
consideration of the needs of the pioneers of the table grape industry in that
region in particular. He has made representations, particu~ar1y in respect of
the Dah1enburg family who originally started farming in that area and, in
conjunction with the Department of Primary Production, have been pioneers in
developing the viability of the table grape industry in that Ti Tree region.
The Department of Primary Production is very conscious of the value of the work
that has been done by the Dah1enburg family and is seeking to ensure that its
position is not prejudiced and that its operations can continue.
We hope that, in the Pine Hill area, subject to the availability of water
which must inevitably affect any development in the farming area, there will be
more farmers going into the area and that the development of Pine Hill will be a
catalyst -that will provide regularity of supply into markets to enable a
significant expansion of other farmers into that area and provide an opportunity
for others to participate. The leases for the land have been completed and the
project is under way and under construction. It has the full support of the
Department of Primary Production. As for the existing farmers in that area, we
are providing extension and horticultural services to support all of them. As
we understand the situation, as the industry develops in that area, all farmers
will be able to participate in the specific marketing proposals that we ar~
making to promote table grapes. That is not onlv to other parts of Australia
because we believe there is quite a significant market i)1 South-east Asia,
particularly Singapore, for that product, and the price is right.
Review of Land Transport Legislation
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
During the period 1989-83, I was on a committee of review.of land transport
legislation. What is the current status of that review and when is the
legislation likely to be tabled in the Assembly?
ANSWER
The review of the land transport-legislation is a major task involving the
Traffic Act and regulations, the. Motor Vehicle Act and various motor vehicle
regulations and commercial road transport legislation. Framework on the
recommended changes to these various acts and regulations has been forwarded to
the parliamentary counsel. However, at this stage, I am unable to advise a firm
date on when legislation can be submitted to this Assembly. Should the member
require additional information, I have a very comprehensive briefing paper on
this subject. I would be only too happy to discuss the matter in full with him.
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Casino Arrangements
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
I am now in a position to repeat the question to the Chief Minister which I
broadcast this morning on Territory Extra that I would be asking him this
morning in the Legislative Assembly. I now have the transcript and I will
give a copy to the Chief Minister.. The ABC program said the following:
. But Henry and Walker only put up $10 000 of their own money. All
the rest was borrowed and the Territory government, it now seems
likely,. has underwritten the loan, however reluctant the new Chief
Minister is to discuss the matter.
Ian Tuxworth: 'There are certain arrangements that we have with
Henry and Walker and with Kumagai Gumi relating to th~ir involvement
and, at this stage, I am not prepared to say what they are'.

I repeat the question which I broadcast this morning on Territory Extra .
. Could he advise this Assembly as to what arrangements between the Northern
Territory government, Henry and Walker and Kumagai Gumi there are in respect of
the loan raisings that they have engaged in? Could he .explain how this
statement can stand in light of the numerous denials that he has given, both
inside and outside this Assembly, that any such arrangements existed and could
he explain what arrangements there can be between the Northern T~rritory
government referred to here and Henry and Walker and Kumagai Gumi which were not
disclosed in this Assembly as part of the casino debate and the tabled papers?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can say for the benefit of the Leader of the Opposition that
the government is in a state of negotiation and discussion with Henry and Walker
and Kumagai Gumi and 2 other firms whose names I· will not divulge now. That is
what I was referring to there .. When those discussions and negotiations are
completed, I will say what they are. In the meantime, I am not discussing that
sort of business in the media.
Northern Territory Imprisonment Rate
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
According to a recent report of the Australian Institute of Criminology,
the Territory has the highest imprisonment rate in Australia. Personally, I
find this ,most disturbing, as I am sure all members do. Can he.confirm or deny
this and provide the Assembly with any further information available to him on.
this report?
ANSWER
The Australian Institute of Criminology released its report recently and
the Northern Territory was seen in a fairly bad light. That is something that I
as minister and. all of us as Territorians should not be very proud of. In fact,
the Northern Terrtoryhas 3 times the national average of people in prisons.
The Australian average per 100·000 head of population, I understand, is
approximately 65.. In the Northern Territory, it is 235 per 100 000. The. next
closest is Western Australia with 105 people per 100 000. It is a very serious
problem which must be addressed very soon. The cost of keeping people in
prisons is extravagant. It costs us about $92 a day to keep somebody in a cell.
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The Apsey Report, which has been tabled at this sittings, will give you an
indication.
Mr Firmin:

It is cheaper at,the Travelodge.

Mr COULTER: It is cheaper at the Travelodge or even at the Royal Darwin
Hospital - no, not quite.
The Apsey Report
development. I would
Northern Territory is
consideration all the

also mentioned the cost involved in new prison
like to add that the cost of building one cell in the
about $35 000; that is, by the time you take into
infrastructure.

Apsey also projected figures for the 1990s. We have already exceeded those
on several occasions this year, so we are well in advance of ourselves in this
particular area. The combined capacity of the 3 prisons in the Northern
Territory is 320 inmates: Darwin - 150; Alice Springs - 110; and Gunn Point
Prison Farm - 60, In the first 100 days of this year, to 10 April, there were
61 days when prisoner holdings greatly exceeded 320. In our youth area, even
Giles House is at capacity now. You would be aware, Mr Speaker, that I will
receive the report on juvenile crime towards the end of May. I believe that
this will address another issue -the issue of housing juvenile offenders. At
present, some of our juvenile offenders are in prisons. The 'Northern Territory
government set aside land in the Darwin area for the housing of juvenile
offenders.
In respect, of parolees and probation people, the Northern Territory had an
increase of something like 31% over the period under investigation by the
Australian Institute of Criminology. The next highest to us was New S.outh
Wales, that law abiding state to the south, which had an 18% jump. The increase
to 3!:1 times the national average is not something that'the Northern Territory
can be proud of. We must look now at implementing programs which offer
alternatives to imprisonment, where we can get involved in community service
orders and people can pay their debt to society. We will be looking at
organising ways and. means whereby we can assure the magistrates that we are
fair dinkum, that we can enforce community service orders and that we can have
people working out in the community on worthwhile projects. I have sought union
support for this. So far they have been very cooperative in ,identifying
projects for people to work on within our community so that they do not cost us
$92 a day and are given the opportunity to enhance and beautify certain areas of
the communtiy. That will provide a valuable investment through their labour and
reduce the cost to the community.
There is the possibility of establishing highly-productive, low-cost,
hard-labour venues. I believe that has merit; That will also be investigated
very thoroughly by the Department of Correctional Services to try to meet this
probiem but we can no. longer continue to keep locking people up and spending
millions of dollars of taxpayers' money on criminals who break the law each
year. A recent occurrence in New South Wales, demonstrates quite clearly 'the
need to lock up people from the community in some cases but there are other ways
of treating a large percentage of our criminal population.
I do not single out Aboriginals but, at the moment, our prison population
is about 60% Aboriginal. This must be addressed as well. The Groote Eylandt
report was spoken about in this 'Assembly. It was delivered to myself and to the
federal Minister for Aboriginal Affairs recently. It shows that Groote Eylandt
has 20 to 25 times the national average of imprisonment. We must look at those
areas as well to try to stem the tide, as i t were, and hold back this
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tremendous amount of unrest in the community and the cost to taxpayers in the
Northern Territory. At the moment, it costs about $11.5m to run correctional
services in the Northern Territory. It is a growth industry. It is a growth
industry that the Northern Territory can' well do without and we will be
addressing these problems in the very near future.
Senator Halsh's Comments on Four Corners Program
Mr FINCH to MINISTER ,for

I1~USTRY

and SMALL BUSINESS

In view of the extravagant, misleading and hysterical remarks made by
Senator Walsh 2 days ago in the Senate in regard to Northern Territory public
servants, what has been the growth pattern of the Northern Territory Public
Service and government employee's generally since self-govermilent?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I place before the Assembly statistics which relate to the
composition of the Northern Territory government work force since
self-government. Honourable members opposite would be aware that I indicated.
during the debate on the Chief Minister's statement on superannuation, that I
would make some further announcements. 'I did not want to take up ministerial
statement time so I thought I would do it very quickly in question time.
The total number of Commonwealth employees transferred was in the order of
11 000. The transfer of this number of employees did not take place immediately
but was progressive over a period of time as additional functions were
transferred. On 1 January 1977, 1359 Commonwealth employees were transferred to
establish the, nucleus of the government dep,artments required for
self-government. This figure rose to a total of 5257 on 1 January 1978 because
of the transfer of the staff of the Department of the Northern Territory and the
Department of Construction. By 1 January 1979, 2607 employees were transferred
from the Department of ' Health followed by another 1175 from the education
service and a further 1650 in 1981. By June 1981, a total of some 11,000
employees had been transferred. I might add that, in some cases, the
establishments of the departments for the work concerned was significantly
,greater than the actual number of employees transferred.
During the years since self-government, our total population ,has increased
from 110 000 in 1978 to an estimated 140 000 in 1984. Senator Walsh could
hardly expect that the Territory; with a steadily iner,easing population, would
stand still while the rest of Australia went, ahead. The range and quality of
services justifiably demanded by the people of the Territory could not possibly
have been met by the number of p~rsonnel tran,sferred from the Commonwealth
government departments. The Territory government was called upon to provide
services of a higher standard than had been provided before in widely dispersed
and remote areas,a factor long recognised by the Grants Commission.,
Between 1978 and 1984, the size of,the Northern Territory government work
forGe, including all transferred employees, increased by about 3000. This
increase was attributable to new initiatives or developments such as the
following. The increase in the school population resulted in an increase in the
number of teachers by approximately 600 during the period J981 to 1984. In that
time, the school population aged 5 to 14 years rose from 26 300 to 29 200 across
the Territory as, a whole, an increase of 11%. Secondly, there was a deliberate
decision by the government ,to increase the opportunities for employment of
school leavers. Since 1981, over 600 positions for apprentices, base-grade
entrants, trainees and 'scholarship holders have been created. Thirdly, there was
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the establishment of the Darwin Community College and the Community College of
Central Australia in order to provide a higher level of education and technical
education within the Territory. Fourthly, there were such new initiatives in
the Aboriginal area as the employment of police aides, health workers and
teacher aides, particularly in relation to rural Aboriginal communities.
Mr Speaker, I am sure members will agree that there is ample justification
for the total number of Northern Territory government employees and the remarks
made by Senator Walsh show a total lack of understanding of the Territory
situation and the needs of its population. If Senator Walsh has the time to
visit the Territory and see at first hand what is going on in this area, he may
adopt a different attitude. I am not sure whether he has ever visited the
Territory.
Mr Speaker, I table this statistical summary of the numbers of personnel
transferred from the Commonwe'alth government and the total number of Territory
employees.
ANSWER TO QUESTION
Pine Hill Gap Grape Project
,Mr HATTON (Primary Production) (by leave): Mr Speaker, I wish to make an
explanation in respect of a particular aspect of the answer I gave to the
honourable member for Stuart. I said that I had ,not received submissions nor
would I take into account submissions from the member for Sadadeen
in respect of that matter. That' statement would be both inaccurate and highly
arrogant if it were taken in that context, Mr Speaker. Obviously, I would take
into account submissions made by honourable members and certainly by my
colleague, the honourable member for Sadadeen. I should make it very clear"
Mr Speaker, those comments were directed towards any submissions that might have
been seen to be promoting a personal vested interest. I would like to place on
the record that I have not rec!'!ived'any submissions that, in any way" could be
deemed to be reflecting a personal vested interest of the honourable member for
Sadadeen. As I said, I received submissions in respect of the role of the
pioneering 'farmers in that area and we are taking those into account.
Equal Opportunities Division
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
In light of recent concerns expressed through the media, will he assure the
Assembly that the Equal Opportunities Division of the Public Service
Commissioner's Office will remain in that office, and 'that the positions
currently existing in that section will be maintained and filled on a permanent
basis?
ANSWER
Our Assistant Commissioner for Equal Opportunities is leaving the Northern
Territory to take up a post in South Australia. I have had ,preliminary
discussions with the Public Service Commissioner but no decisions 'have been
made. At the moment, we have 3 assistant commissioners. It is my intention to
amalgamate the Office of Equal Opportunities with one of the other 'assistant
commissioner's responsibilities. We have an E6 position, as assistant
commissioner, which is being handled at the moment by Eda Otts. We will wait
for Miss Dunn to formally resign. At this stage, I have not seen any formal
notification of her resigna'tion. I understand the Public Service Commissioner
will provide me with ,that information in the near future. When I have it, I
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will be in a position to have some conclusive discussions with the Public
Service Commissioner in relation to the Equal Opportunities Division. Members
of the Assembly would be familiar with the position of the Public Service
Commissioner's Office at the moment. Several sections have been transferred to
Treasury and that has lessened the requirement for 3 assistant commissioners.
The announcement that has been made by Miss Dunn that she will seek other
employment will give me the opportunity of assessing more fully the role of the
other assistant commissioners. There is no intention to disband the Equal
Opportunities Division. We will find the most suitable home for it.
Yipirinya School
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
Has agreement been reached over a site for the Yipirinya school?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am pleased that the answer to that question is yes. This has
been a matter of some controversy and dispute in Alice Springs for some time. I
have had considerable correspondence and discussions with the council of the
Yipirinya school and, during my last visit to Alice Springs, I met the full
school council. At that meeting, I advised the council that the. site it was
seeking, Lot 5643 Telegraph Terrace, would not be available. However, I
indicated that we recognised the existence of a sacred site on that lot and
that, whatever was to occur in respect of that particular lot of land, as a
minister, I would ensure, to the best of my powers, that that sacred site would
be protected and access would be maintained to that sacred site. I made
available to the school council a series of options. The council has- had
an opportunity to look at those sites and it has approached us in respect of a
site on Lovegrove Drive near the Elder Street intersection. It has written to
me accepting that site. I am now instructing the officers of the Department of
Lands in Alice Springs to prepare appropriate lease covenants associated with
that site. We will be proceeding as a matter of urgency and, within the next
few weeks, we should be able to issue formal title over that land. The council
is seeking discussions also in respect of protection and access to the site on
Telegraph Terrace. I will be arranging to meet with it·as soon as possible to
discuss those matters in more detail. I am pleased to say the matter has been
resolved amicably despite all the publicity and controversy that surrounded this
subject.
Electricity Subsidy
Mr DALE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Having regard to the federal Minister for Finance's attitude that the
Territory has a pipeline bringing money from Canberra and the taps again are to
be turned off, what effect would a removal or non-renewal of the electricity
subsidy have on Tertitory consumers?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the electricity subsidy is one of the most s~gnificant aspects
of the arrangements between the Commonwealth and ourselves which is likely to be
under threat .having regard to the Minister for Finance's attitude as displayed
as late as last night. The operating expenditure for NTEC in the last financial
year was $119.5m and the deficit was $60m. From those figures, it is quite
obvious that chopping out the subsidy or even a non-renewal of the agreement
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after the current term expires in 1987 would mean an almost exact doubling of
existing tariffs. The only alternative to that would be for ·the Northern
Territory government to subsidise NTEC directly from its general revenues.
Clearly, if it did that, it would be at the direct expense of other existing
government programs. The effect of an overnight doubling of NTEC's tariffs
could only be imagined. It would have to be a disaster, not simply for any
growth prospects the Territory might have but also for efforts to maintain
a great deal of existing industry.
Studies that have been done on the generation costs for gas in the Northern
Territory for Darwin, Katherine and Tennant Creek show that, assuming that we
can have all those powerhouses converted to gas by 1987, which is the~urrent
proposal, assuming that the full COlmnonwealth grant of $150m which was offered
for the powerhouse is mai~tained and assuming a figure of $230m - and latest
figures indicate that that might be a little low - we would need a subsidy of
between $60m to $70m in 1988 which would taper doWn to nil between 1995 and
1997. If tariffs increased at CPI plus 2%, then we would be off the subsidy 2
to 3 years earlier than if they simply escalated at CPI.
It should be of great concern to Territorians that the Minister for Finance
seems to have overlooked facts such as that the Northern Territory inherited the
electricity system which the Commonwealth built. We inherited the types of
equipment, the standards of equipment and the placement of equipment, and all of
those factors have deficiencies. By way of example, the 3 biggest powerhouses
in the Northern Territory - in Darwin, Alice Sp-rings and Katherine - have to be
moved within the forseeable future. We cannot build another powerhouse at
Stokes Hill because it simply cannot be expanded. In Alice Springs, we are
already looking at future expansion of the generation capacity at a new site.
Gradually, we will build up a new powerhouse on another site. In Katherine, a
new gas station will be placed on another site. The existing one is potentially
floodable. Certainly, it cannot be reasonably expanded where it is. All of
this was dropped into our lap at self-government. We accepted it on the basis
that there were subsidies to enable the Northern Territory to maintain a
reasonable electricity tariff for its citizens. It is quite clear that we will
not have a great deal of forward growth and creation of employment for our
school leavers and our kids unless we can maintain a reasonable level of
industrial-and commercial growth in the Northern Territory. The subsidies are
absolutely vital to the. Northern Territory's well-being. After seeing Four
Corners last night, and with the attitude of the federal Minister for Finance,
I fear for both the electricity subsidy scheme and the future grant of $150m
to help us replace the monster at Stokes Hill.
NTDC Payment for Casinos
Mr B. COLLINS td MIN1STER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
It refers to a question previously asked to which there has as yet been no
answer. The opinion of Mr W.H. Nicholas read in the Assembly last week by the
minister said: '(1) To receive an. appropriation of $2.5m upon the basis and for
the purpose that it be II.lade available for the use and on behalf of the Territory
in discharge of the Territory's liability under the agreement of 8 November; and
(2) to advance some funds in the hand to the sum of $770 OOOf. Could he advise
the Assembly if the $2.5m referred to in that opinion was appropriated
specifically to the NTDC for the purpose of purchasing the casino? Could the
minister also explain why it was necessary to seek an opinion on the
interpretation of Northern Territory statutes from a Sydney silk and why the
resources of the Northern Territory Department of Law could not have been used
for the same purpose?
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ANSWER
I will answer the second part of the question first. The Northern
Territory Development Corporation is a statutory authority. Consequently, ithas the ability to engage legal officers within the Northern Territory. In this
particular instance, the Northern Territory Development Corporation engaged
Mildren, Silvester and Partners who are a local firm. In one respect, NTDC does
use the Department of Law in some of its negotiations and, discussions. In this
case, it was thought that it would be better to give work to private enterprise.
There'is a constant call from the Law Society of the Northern Territory that the
government is placi~g a great deal of work outside and its lawyers should be
able to obtain some work so they can build up their expertise.
In relation to the legal oplnlon and the sum of $2.5m, I would refer the
, Leader of the Opposition to Hansard because I have already provided that
information.
Senator Walsh's Comments on Four Corners Program
Mr VALE to CHIEF MINISTER
In'last night's TV program, Senator Walsh said: 'It is reckless,
irresponsible and indeed bordering on lunacy that, because we have a particular
part of Australia in which it is expensive to provide social infrastructure, we
should embark on a policy of maximising population growth in that area. That is
a formula for the fiscal destruction of Australia'. Does the Chief Minister
support the senator's view?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member has just read out the senator's comments.
They highlight effectively the Freudian nature of that senator. Yesterday, I
commented about the senator's comments on the 'previous' Memorandum of
Understanding which led one to believe the existing one does not exist any
longer.' Now we see the enunciation ,of a p,olicy effectively to depopulate the
north. I have never heard of a policy like this before, Mr Speaker. If it is in
fact ,an official ALP policy, then it is one we ought ,to pursue not just as party
'politicians but as Territorians, north Queenslanders and north Western
Australians because it has very serious ramifications for us all. I have never
heard the outline that the honourable senator gave last night in any policy
speech by any party in this country.
What the senator was saying, in, effect, was that, ,because there were things
to do in an expensive area such as mine uranium, cater for tourists or look
after ,Aboriginal communities, you should actively go out of your way to ensure
that you had as little migration of people into that area as ,possible. That is
obnoxious and wQuldupsetal1 Australians, not just people living in the north
of AU:stralia. Mr Speaker,people like you and I and all our colleagues and our
predecessors have 'fought over, a long time to have the north developed, not to
have some person in Canberra, who is administering the finances of the country,
'putting into place financia'l policies that effectively make us a11 go back to
the southern cities.
Mr Speaker, you-and I would remember the talk in our youth of the Brisbane
Line. That came out of the Second World War when the,government of the day had
to make a conscious decision as to whether it could physically do anything north
of Brisbane or whether it should just put the barricades up on the Brisbane Line
and let the rest go. Fortunately for this country, reason prevailed and the
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Brisbane Line disappeared. Governments have made every effort to defend,
protect and develop this part of the country. The post-war commitments in this
part of the world by governments of all persuasions undoubtedly have been to
develop the north. They have had funny ways of doing it and, from time to time,
have made an enormous mess of some of the things that they have done.
Nevertheless, the will was there to see that the north of Australia became
populated and did not remain as an invitation to other parts ot the world to
come and live here because-we were not interested in it. It is pretty obvious
now to everybody in this country that the great export wealth that is being
earned in this country will come and has been coming for some t1.me from north of
the Brisbane Line. We are small beer in terms of the things that are happening
in Western Australia and Queensland but the export income that we generate per
capita is far in excess of anything else that happens in Australia. That would
suggest to me that there is a very good argument for people to continue the
migration north to develop the resources, to create wealth and to get the
country out of the mess that it is in.
Mr Speaker, we have heard from the honourable senator that that is not on
any more because it is an expensive area. I can understand the senator's
feelings. Unfortunately, not many people share them so he should not be in the
position he is in. He then went on to talk about the fiscal destruction of
Australia by people populating the north and doing things. Let us just look
around at the fiscal destruction. Let us look at the Weipas, the Goves, the
Groote Eylandts, the Rangers, the offshore oil and gas, the Mereenies, the
development at Ayers Rock and the iron ore in Western Aus-tralia. Let us take
that out of the nation's equation for a national balance and see how_good the
economy of this country is. The short story is that, if it were not_ for the
bit of development we have in the north, at great expense and mostly by private
enterprise, there would not be much going for the economy at all.
Mr Speaker, I do not think that it is unreasonable for me to say to the
Leader of the Opposition today that we have a very serious problem. We have 2
policies for the development of the north: one is the party's official policy
and the other is Senator Walsh's _policy. It needs to be delineated, defined and
cleared up at the earliest possible time by people within the party as to
exactly which policy this country is going to follow so that we can decide for
ourselves whether we ought to pack our bags and go. But before we pack our bags
and go, there will be a few changes around the place because I can assure you
that there are not many Territorians or people living north of the Brisbane
<Line ,and there are not many south of it, who would advocate that we depopulate
the north and return to the days of the early 20th century;
Mr B. Collins:
still not going.

I am not going.

I do not care what they do to us; I am

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, I would say to the Leader of the Opposition that
there was a time in the political development of this party when we all had to .
get on a plane and try to argue some sense into the muddle-headed wombats who
were running this country. _ TodaY they might do us all a big favour i f they got
on a plane - the lot of them -andwent to see the Prime Minsiter and ,tried to
rectify the madness that is going,on.
Territory Manor Receivership
Mr VALE to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
Can he verify the accuracy of last night's press report which indicated
the Northern Territory Development Corporation had placed without notice the
property known as Territory Manor into receivership?
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ANSWER
The press report yesterday was true, although one would question the amount
of time given to the operator to finalise the debt with the Northern Territory
Development Corporation. By way of background, the Northern'Territory
Development Corporation provi"ded a concessional loan to Territory Manor Pty Ltd'
to construct a 26-room motel-health farm complex at Mataranka. The loan of
$704 000 was approved in July 1981. The loan fell into arrears on the first
repayment date of 1 January 1983. No repayments were made in 1983. In November
1983, the. NTDC restruc'tured the loan,. and provided an additional $60 000 to
finance construction overruns and some ~arketing assistance. Early in 1984, the
NTDC tried to encourage the proprietors of Territory Manor to find equity
partners. None were found. During the entire life of the account, no loan
repayments had been made. A payment of $10 .17 for an accounting fee was the only
consideration the NTDC had received. Arrears to 31 March 1985 total $230 000,
including arrears of $112 000 previously capitalised when the loan was
restructured in 1983. The loan balance at 31 March was $1.02m. In short, the
Northern Territory Development Corporation could not continue, to support the
Territory Manor without installing new management arrangements and a
receiver-manager was appointed on Monday 22 April. The manor will continue to
operate.
ANSWER TO QUESTION
Appointment' of Chief Minister's Electorate Office Staff Member
Mr DONDAS (Deputy Chief Minister): Mr Speaker, whilst I am on my feet, I
might just take a few moments to respond to a very important question asked by,
the member for Stuart yesterday in relation to an appointment of a former member
of the Chief Minister's electorate office staff.
'
The position of Regional Director-Tennant Creek with the Department of
Community Development was reclassified as part of the departmental review. This
new position was advertised on 21 August 1984 and attracted 11 applicants of
whom 5 were interviewed. The current occupant of the position was rated by a
4-person interview panel as the second of the 2 suitable applicants. On the
retirement from the public service of the most suitable' and successful
applicant, the second-placed applicant was appointed to the position. This step
was taken to ensure continuity and a smooth transition of responsibility in a
key departmental position. The appointment procedure was within normal public·
service guidelines and didnbt proceed until the approval of the Public Service
Commissioner had been sought and granted.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE - NOT ANSWERED BY 4 JUNE 1985

'..:OTICE GIVE'..: 0'\ D\ TE SHOW:"

From 16 April 1985

King's Canyon Development
3.

Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
In his press release of 20 February 1985 he said,
in relation to the proposed tourist resort development
at
King's Canyon,
that
the Northern Territory
government would "ensure that there is no repeat of
Yulara where infrastructure for
Aboriginals was
promised by the Commonwealth but not provided".
To what infrastructure is he referring?
Grants-in-Aid, Sporting Bodies

6.

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for YOUTH, SPORT, RECREATION
and ETHNIC AFFAIRS
How much money has been given to sporting organizations
over the last five years under the Grants-in-Aid scheme
(b) Katherine;
(c) Tennant Creek;
in (a) Nhulunbuy;
(d) Alice Springs; and (e) Darwin?

From 4 June 1985

Land holdings, Myilly Point
8.

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
1.

What are the details of the arrangements made
with the Pas paley family and associated companies
for the acquisition of their land holdings within
the area of the proposed casino-condominium
complex at Myilly Point?

2.

What alternative land has been offered as part
of those arrangements?

3.

Have arrangements been made or are they being
negotiated with other land holders within that
area; and, if so, what are the details?

III

I
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Travel outside Territory by Members
9.

Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

Since the beginning of 1984, how many trips,
financed by the government, have been taken outside the Territory by non-office holding Members
of the Legislative Assembly?

2.

In respect of each of those trips (a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

which Member was involved?
what was the reason for the trip;
where did the Member go; and
what was the total cost?

Freight and Related Costs Inquiry
10.

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1.

What action has been taken by the government
on part 1 of the report of the Inquiry lnto
Freight and Related Costs which was tabled on
1 March 1984?

2.

What further action is being considered?

3.

What action has been taken or is being considered
in respect of part 2 of the report of that inquiry
which was tabled on 30 August 1984?
Gardens Hill Development

11.

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
1.

How much will the Housing Commission pay for
the pensioner units that will be constructed
in Stage 1 of the Gardens Hill development,

2.

When will the Housing Commission be taking over
those units?

3.

Who called for the tenders for the development?

4.

What will be the developer's contribution to
the upgrading of services in the area (referred
to in the Minister's adjournment speech of
29 August 1984)?

5.

What is the component of land cost in the total
cost of $1.985 million quoted by the Minister
in his speech of 29 August 1984?
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Electorate Office - Member for Elsey

12.

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

What were the costs of (a) removal;
and (b)
new furnishings, fittings &c., for the recent
change of office of the Member for Elsey to the
new T.I.O. Building in Katherine?

2.

What are the rental costs of both the old and
the new premises?

/
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Legal Representatives

1.

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Which legal firms and companies represent or are
retained by Northern Territory government departments
or statutory bodies and, specifically, how many
departments or
statutory
bodies
retain or are
represented by Morris, Fletcher and Cross?

ANSWER
For departments, private legal services are provided through
the Department of Law.
Authorities obtain private legal
services direct.
Details for departments are DEPAR1MENT

FIRM USED

COMMENT

Industry and
Small Business

Mr Les Kaufmann,
Barrister

Counsel in ACOA/APSA
Salary Anomolies Case
& the National Wage
Case

Primary Production

McCormack

Community Development

Nil

Transport

& Works

& Co

A one-off service
for a libel action
against N.T. News

Mr R. Smart, Q.C. Previously retained
Mr B.S.J.
for contract matters
O'Keefe, Q.C.
associated with
construction
activities

Treasury

Nil

Lands

Mr Noel
Hemmings, Q.C.

Has been occasionally
engaged on an ad hoc
basis

Clayton Utz
(of Sydney)

Contract services for
pipeline project

Mines

& Energy

Youth, Sport,
Recreation &
Ethnic Affairs

Nil

114

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
DEPARlMENT

FIRM USED

COMMENT

Public Service
Commissioner

Morris, Fletcher
& Cross

Retained for 1982-83
financial year to
represent Commissioner
in disciplinary action

Mr Lou Wyville,
Barrister

Retained for 1983-84
financial year to
represent departments
in disciplinary actions

Mr R. Buchanan,
Barrister

Briefed in 1984 to
give a legal opinion
on certain matters
arising before the
Grants Commission

Various Counsel

Retained on occasion
for appearances
before Tribunals for
hearings relative to
the Conciliation &
Arbitration Act

AuditorGeneral

Nil

Health

McCormack

& Co.

Engaged in 1981
concerning a coronia 1
matter

N.T. Teaching
Service

Nil

Education

Nil

Ports

& Fisheries

Nil

Police

Nil

Correctional
Services

Nil

AUTHORITY

FIRM USED

Agricultural
Development
& Marketing
Authority

Nil

COMMENT

N.T. Liquor
Commission

Nil
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AUTIIORITY
Araluen Arts
& Cultural Trust

N.T. Housing

FIRM USED

COMMENT

Engaged on ad hoc
basis

Poveys
(of Alice Springs)
Loftus & Cameron

Engaged for conveyancing

& court appearances

Commission
Conservation
Commission

Martin & Partners )
(of Alice Springs))
engaged
Allen, Allen &
) Separately
on a one-off basis
Hemsley (of
)
Sydney)
)

Conservation
Land Corporation

Mildren,
Silvester &
Partners

Engaged from time to
time

N.T. Tourist

Poveys

General representation

Coltmans
(of Melbourne)

Engaged on ad hoc basis

Tony Anisimoff
(of Sydney)

Registered trade mark
matters

Commission

Territory
Insurance Office

Ward Keller
Mildren & Silvester)
Cridland & Bauer
)
)
Poveys
)
Morris, Fletcher
)
& Cross

Engaged at various
times on an ad hoc
basis

N.T. Development

Ward Keller
Mildren & Silvester)
& Partners
)
)
Poveys
)
Morris, Fletcher
)
& Cross

As far as possible,
legal work is
divided equally
between these
firms

Corporation

Darwin Institute
of Technology

Ward Keller
& Associates

N.T. University

Nil

Planning Authority

N.T. Museums & Art

Nil

Galleries
Ombudsman

Nil

N. T. Racing &
Gaming Commission

Nil
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J.T.D.A.

FIRM USED

CCH1ENT

Abbott Tout Creer

No longer engaged

& Wilkinson (of
Sydney)
N.T.E.C.

Freehill
Hollingdale
& Page (of
Sydney)

Engaged for the
Channel Island Power
Station project

Mr R. J. Withnall Retained for day to
day advice
N.B.

The Yulara Group of Companies, which is neither a
department nor an authority, retains Morris, Fletcher
& Cross.

Agent, TIO Building, Katherine
4.

Mr SMITH to TREASURER
1.

In appointing a letting agent for the TIO Building
in Katherine, were tenders called?

2.

If not, how was the letting agent chosen?

ANSWER

1.

Tenders were not called for letting agents of the
TIO building in Katherine as it is not usual practice
to do so in the case of letting agents.

2.

A list of letting agents operating in Katherine was
obtained from the Real Estate Institute of the Northern
Territory and of these it was considered that K.G.
Young and Associates had the relevant experience in
office letting and back-up facilities of their
principal office in Darwin, and accordingly they were
selected.
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Aboriginal Staffing - Nyirripi School

7.

Mr EDE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Does the agreement with the federal government on
funding for setting up Nyirripi school contain a section
on Aboriginal staffing levels;
if so, is it being
adhered to;
and, if not, why not and when will it
be?

ANSWER
The short answer is no,
provided for information:

but

the

following

details are

The Commonwealth government funding for 1985 and beyond
for programmes in predominantly Aboriginal communities
has been limited to the provision of capital resources
required for schools.
Previously, teacher accommodation
could be funded.
The current programme which was endorsed
by FEPPI included a number of proposals which included
both classroom and teacher accommodation.
The Commonwealth
advised at short notice that it was not prepared to fund
teacher accommodation.
This decision
has
seriously
disadvantaged Northern Territory homeland centres and other
small remote communities desiring their first permanent
school programme.
Unlike schools in urban environments or schools in or near
country towns teacher accommodation is not available in
places like Nyirripi.
As you know to provide mobile
accommodation or alternatively materials for building on
site often necessitates transportation over extremely long
distances.
The Northern Territory government cannot accept this
situation and
is
seeking a reconsideration of the
Commonwealth decision.
Under the present arrangements it is incumbent upon the
Northern Territory government to provide the funds for
the capital cost of teacher residential accommodation as
well as recurrent funds for the following:
o

Classroom equipment and supplies

o

Maintenance of all buildings and resources

o

Cost of all wages, travel and other on-costs
for local staff, excluding the salary costs
for assistant teachers in outstation classes
in homeland centres.

ll8
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Actual
on:

staffing

levels and

costs

incurred are

dependent

o

the number of programmes in operation;

o

the number of students presenting for courses.

"....

,

and

The department's ability to appoint any or sufficiently
trained Aboriginal staff to Nyirripi or similar locations,
is dependent on the number of Aboriginal people willing
to undertake training.

.,
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Radio Communications for Coastal Communities
\.
Mr FIRMIN to HINISTER for COHMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Mr Speaker, in 1983, a large local barge company requested an inv~stigation
into the feasibility of installing VHF or UHF radios in coastal communities
to assist in direct contact between barges and those communities. I
understand this request was agreed to but has not yet been actioned. Can he.
please explain the delay?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the member for Ludmilla has shown an interest in this
particular issue over a period of time and I thank him for his tenaciousneds .
in fighting for something that he really believes in. He has been involved
in discussions with a large number of barge operators over a period. It
appears that there is a light at the end of the tunnel and I just hope that it
is not an oncoming freight train.
I would like to give the Assembly an example of how bureaucracy ran riot
when we finally sought to have radios installed in communities as an alert
system to communicate with incoming barges to ensure that people and equipment
were at the unloading site. I will read from a minute that explained just
where the application had to go. That will give the Assembly some idea of
how the bureaucracy is running riot. It is prevalent in so many government
departments, and particularly so in this federal government department. We
have seen some examples of this in the last few weeks. The minute reads:
The Darwin-based representative of the federal Department of
Communications has advised that the licence application from the
relevant community has now been forwarded by him to the Adelaide
office for assessment. From there it goes to the Department of
Communications central office in Canberra and then to the Overseas
Telecommunications Commission in Sydney which then requests the
Darwin-based staff to visit the licence applicants.

/

Mr Speaker, by the time it has gone to Adelaide, across to Canberra, over
to Sydney, then back to Darwin where it came from in the first place, a
considerable time period will have elapsed. This is just another example of
the bureaucracy stalling a vital service by preventing barges from communicating
with the Aboriginal settlements. Honourable members who represent those
settlements will have experienced the difficulties of communication in those
areas. Other bureaucratic stumbling blocks must be overcome, including
licensing of·operators and the use of the right frequencies. I guess that we
must protect against crowding the air waves with a lot of undue talking.
Perhaps this Legislative Assembly needs to address that problem also.
However, I would like to inform the member for Ludmilla that the
Department of Community Development will now arrange for the purchase of the
required equipment and the training and testing of persons to operate the
radios and will obtain radio operators' certificates from the Department of
Communications. This is in hand at the moment. I hope that, within the very
near future, barge operators will be able to notify the Aboriginal communities
along the Arnhem Land coast that a barge is on the way, that there will not be
any waste of time and that they can expect greater efficiency in the use of
the facilities which are available to them. All the communities along the
coast will benefit.
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I would also hope that, with the introduction of licensed operators and
the use of this ~articular communication medium, our seas will be a lot safer
than they are today. Operators will spread right around our coastline. It
needs that type of protection. I believe that these people will form an
integral part of our communications system in the Northern Territory not unlike
the coastwatchers system which is available in some other countries. I am sure
that the Aboriginal communities will welcome this new development within their
communities. I apologise to all those people concerned for the delays but I
have outlined clearly the cause of the hold-up in this particular area. I
look forward to an early resolution of this problem.
Government VIP Jet Aircraft
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
He placed before the Cabinet a proposal that the government should equip
itself with a private VIP jet aircraft. What is the status of that proposal?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I think it is important that I address the matter
comprehensively for the Leader of the Opposition because again he has taken a
little bit of licence with the truth, which is his wont from time to time. I
would like to set the record straight today. This is a very important issue
and it has been raised so often that one could even believe that it has some
truth to it. I have not put a proposition to anybody in the Cabinet or
considered with any other people in the Northern Territory the concept of
the Northern Territory government buying a VIP aircraft, as the Leader of the
Opposition termed it. I would like to say that over the years this matter has
been raised publicly but it has never been picked up by the government as a
serious issue because we had had the experience of inheriting 6 Nomad aircraft
from the. Commonwealth that were so terrible to have on the government's books
that just looking after them nearly drove us out of our financial wits. This
government has always held the view that it should charter aircraft from time
to time and that there is no need for the government either to own or foster
in any way under a government contract particular use of a particular aircraft.
Mr Speaker, the honourable Leader of the Opposition made a statement a
moment ago.
Mr B. Collins:

It is fact.

Mr TUXWORTH: He claims that it is fact but I ask the honourable member
to produce anything that suggests that I or my colleagues have put before
Cabinet a proposal to buy an aircraft. Mr Speaker, I can say to you that, some
years ago when we were trying to solve the problem of the Nomad aircraft which
were costing the Department of Health $4m a year, $400 an hour, for operating
costs, that department came forward with a proposal to try and obtain some
aircraft. That proposal was not even considered at a ministerial level let
alone at any other level.
Union Action against Abattoirs
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
What action is he taking or going to take to combat the detrimental
effects on the meat industry of the actions of militant union members
in the meat industry in their action against certain abattoirs in the
Northern Territory?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, in answer to a question during the last sittings, I expressed
some concern about the potential threat to the abattoir industry in the Northern
Territory because of my knowledge of the history of an industrial dispute that
exi.sted between the Australian Meat Industry Employees Union and Northern
Territory abattoir operators. I am sorry to say that my fears were well
founded. As anyone who has read the papers will know, since the last sittings,
the Australian Meat Industry Employees Union has embarked on a campaign of
attack on Northern Territory abattoir operators and, in particular, the
Mudginberri abattoir, which is an export abattoir, and the Victoria Valley
abattoir, which is a local-kill abattoir.
It is important to note that, on 3 May this year, a new award was handed
down by the Arbitration Commission, which provided amongst other things that
employees would be paid by the week. There is an option in that award which
states that the employer and the majority of employees or their representative
may negotiate a payment by result system provided that the payments that were
received under that exceeded by at least 20% what the employees would receive
by way of the wages clause of the award. The abattoirs at Mudginberri,
Victoria Valley and Meneling have all negotiated contracts with their employees.
They are written contracts, I am advised. In fact, the employees are trying to
work but the union, using employees from other areas within that work force, has
mounted picket lines, particularly at the Victoria Valley and Mudginberri
abattoirs. Victoria Valley has not lost any production as a consequence of
those picket lines but, because of the refusal of the export inspection service
inspectors to cross the picket lines, I am advised that the Mudginberri
abattoir has operated for only one day. That was because of the distress of
animals in the holding yards at the abattoir. I found it quite amusing that
it was thought to be in the best interests of the animals to kill them. Those
animals were boned out.
I have taken the matter up with the federal Minister for Primary Industry
to try to get him to honour the undertaking that he made publicly that, where
there was no threat to employees, his department would instruct its inspectors
to cross picket lines to carry out their obligations. That was done for one
day and, through a series of manoeuvres, the inspectors were removed back
to Katherine. They continued to be paid without having to carry out their
duties and the abattoir continued to operate. The facts are that the trade
union in this case is fighting not only the employers but also the employers'
employees. It is a most unusual situation for a trade union to allow itself
to be brought into. I have been in constant contact with the industry and
with the federal minister. There is a hearing today down south in respect
of an injunction against the union by the employers and their organisation.
The results of that injunction hearing will determine the course of action
that ,ve will adopt. We will have more information on that this afternoon
and we will take appropriate action as a result. But it is most important,
particularly with the drought situation that is developing in the Northern
Territory, that we ensure that there is some procedure in place whereby
Northern Territory cattle being turned off can be slaughtered in the Northern
Territory.

123

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Tuesday 4 June 1985
Development of Jabiru Oilfield
Mr VALE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Following the recent announcement of the BHP consortium for the development
of the Jabiru oilfield in northern Australian waters, has that consortium
made any proposal or given any indication that it will establish an oil
refinery in Darwin?
ANSWER
The very good news that BHP is actually taking steps to produce oil from
the Jabiru field was received by us all just a month or so ago. However, the
oil at Jabiru is a very light crude oil which is unlikely, I am advised, to be
in demand in Australia in the short term. Certainly, the demand in the top
end of Australia would be insufficient to support a local refinery. Also, there
is a world-wide surplus of refinery capacity and, therefore, it is very unlikely
that any major refinery will be built on our northern coast in the foreseeable
future.
However, I am pleased to advise honourable members that, as a result of the
cash flows that will be available to BHP from its stationing of a tanker at
Jabiru A-I and its use of a number of tankers to shuttle oil from there to the
markets, quite a number of new jobs have been created in Darwin. I understand
that some 70 new jobs can be attributed directly to the development of the
field. BHP is continuing its exploration in the area and, in fact, it is
upgrading its exploration there generally to prove up the field fully. At the
present time, the company believes that the proven recoverable reserves are in
the vicinity of 200 million barrels of oil. That is very comforting to us.
On 7 June, applications close for exploration permits over 3 areas very close
to the Jabiru discovery. A further 5 areas are set to be released by the
federal government, with this government's assistance, in the near future. We
should see quite a lot more activity in that region over the next couple of
years, particularly with the level of interest that has been expressed by
various companies around the world in getting a piece of the action in this
highly prospective area.
As honourable members would be aware, the federal government proposed that
the very first of its cash-bidding releases of high prospect offshore areas
should take place in this Jabiru area. Unfortunately, however, the Senate
thwarted its aims in that regard. But that is how highly regarded this area is
in respect of the prospects of finding further oil. We all hope that, over the
next few years, enough wells can be drilled to demonstrate that we may have
another Bass Strait or something even more exciting off the northern coast,
which will certainly benefit Darwin significantly.
Aboriginal Sacred Sites Protection Act
Mr BELL to MINISTER for LANDS
Is it the government's intention to amend the Aboriginal Sacred Sites
Protection Act to bind the Crown by the terms of that act?
ANSWER
There were proposals to amend the Aboriginal S~cred Sites Protection Act
last year. They have since been withdrawn. Discussions are being held with the
Aboriginal Sacred Sites Authority. Any matters of that nature will be raised
in consultation with that organisation.
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Truancy Officers
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Recent publicity in regard to the truancy campaign has indicated that the
Department of Education will be employing truancy officers both in Darwin and
Alice Springs. When will these truancy officers be appointed?
ANSWER
During the last sittings, I indicated that truancy officers would be
appointed in Darwin and Alice Springs and would be in operation from the
beginning of the second semester. After I made that announcement, there was
some concern in some sections of the community in relation to conditions of
employment. As a result of those industrial implications, it has been referred
to the Labour Relations Section of the new Department of Industry and Small
Business which will examine the particular issues that were raised. The
Department of Industry and Small Business is examining this matter. A report
is being prepared and the department will be in receipt of that report in the
not-too-distant future.
It is still the intention of the government to employ truancy officers.
There are 7 weeks before the beginning of the next semester. I hope the issue
will be clarified in the very near future.

Seanorth Joint Fishing Venture
Mr LEO to MINISTER for PORTS and FISHERIES
What benefit has or will accrue to the Northern Territory as a result of a
recent agreement for a joint fishing venture and, more specifically, will any
of the products from this venture be processed in the Northern Territory?
ANSWER
I believe that significant benefits will flow through to the Northern
Territory as a consequence of this latest joint venture which is to be operated
by a company known as Seanorth. It is a combination of Northern Territory
businessmen and a Thai company, Saichon Marine. The joint venture agreement
was signed in Canberra on 23 May this year by the Commonwealth Minister for
Primary Industry and the Chairman of Seanorth, Mr Gus Trippe. The heads of
agreement are for 3 years with operation on licensing arrangements to be
renegotiated every year. That agreement provides for the entry of 6 Thai stern
trawlers and 6 Thai gill-net vessels with a catch quota of 6000 t of demersal
fish and 2000 tof pelagic fish respectively. In addition, 2 carrier vessels
will be deployed to service the fleet.
There is an Australianisation program with respect to vessels and crews in
the gill-net fishery which will require the replacement of one of the Thai vessels
with an Australian vessel each year. Thus there will be a gradual conversion of
that fishing effort across into Australian crews, which will provide a
significant stimulus to the development of the Australian offshore fishing
industry. There is also a requirement to purchase a minimum of 600 t of
Australian-caught product if it is available. In addition to the joint venture
obligation of 300 t per annum from the Kailis Kaohsiung joint venture, that
will provide an opportunity to sell fish far beyond the current catch
capacity of the Australian fishing effort at the moment.
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Mr Speaker, already there have been informal discussions with Seanorth.
It will establish its administrative and operational base in Darwin in the
East Arm area in conjunction with the old Leprosarium area. It will develop
that site to meet the needs of its operations. I have been approached
informally about its desire to establish a fishmeal operation in the Northern
Territory. That will be a most significant development in the comprehensive
development of our fishing industry. With appropriate arrangements for the
collection and distribution of the catch, it will provide a major additional
source of revenue from what is often referred to as 'trash fish' but which has
a significant value. For example, it can enhance cash resources in the prawn
fishery if we can define a procedure to take the trash fish catch from the
prawn fishery and bring it to such a processing plant. We have had some
discussions with the Fishing Industry Consultative Committee. I have asked it
to examine ways in which we may be able to provide additional cash in some of
the hard-pressed areas of our industry and also provide onshore jobs. I must
say that I am particularly excited about this development. This is the best
joint venture agreement that has been reached so far in Australia. It will
provide an excellent opportunity for the Northern Territory to launch into
significant development of its fishing resources.
Pine Creek School
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Earlier this year, the Pine Creek School was promised a third teacher to
commence at the beginning of semester 2 but the appointment was delayed due to
a freeze on recruitment of new staff. Where does the promise of a third
teacher for Pine Creek stand in light of recent new commitments in various
Territory schools?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am afraid there has been some misunderstanding on the part
of the member for Victoria River. I attended the Pine Creek School recently
and discussed this issue with a number of people. The concern that we had was
that the department was finding it difficult to position teachers to meet
formula growth in a number of other schools. A freeze on staff recruitment
was put in place. At the time that Pine Creek School was looking for an
extra teacher, it did not have the enrolment numbers to warrant the appointment.
That is the reason why it was not given an extra teacher at that time. I
want to make it quite clear that the freeze on recruitment does not relate to
formula growth. If there is a need for extra teachers in schools, those
teachers will be recruited and positioned accordingly. In relation to Pine
Creek School, the numbers have grown recently and a new teacher will be
positioned there as quickly as possible. I make it quite clear that the freeze
on the recruitment of teachers relates only to areas where they are not
required under formula growth. Formula growth positions will still be filled.
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Anzac Hill Campus of Old Alice Springs High School
Mr HANRAHAN to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Has a decision been made on the future use of the Anzac Hill campus of the
old Alice Springs High School and, if not, when will this decision be made?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, a decision has not been made. The issue of senior colleges is
presently under consideration by this government. I will be putting a paper to
Cabinet within the next 2 weeks in relation to this particular issue. The
reason a decision has not been made on the Anzac Hill campus is that, if it is
decided to proceed towards the establishment of senior high schools in the
Northern Territory, then the campus itself may need to be upgraded to cater for
additional junior high school students.
Operation of Grants Commission
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
In a recent radio interview, he made a comparison with the Grants
Commission's recommendations for a $12.6m cut for the Territory and a $63m cut
for Queensland. In that statement he referred specifically to the timing of
the cuts in that the Territory suffered its cut in 1984-85 and Queensland faced
its cut in the subsequent year. Is he aware that the recommendations were made
in 2 separate reports of the commission, the Territory being part of the
claimancy review report which had to impact in 1984-85 and Queensland being
subject to the relativities review which could not impact until 1985-86 and
subsequent years? Could he inform the Assembly whether this confusion was
deliberate on his part or whether he simply does not understand how the Grants
Commission works?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am only too happy to elucidate the facts behind this matter
because they are very important for Territorians to understand. The points
that I made still stand: first, the Northern Territory was affected by the
tearing up of a written agreement that it had been working under for some years
and,secondly, we were given treatment that was totally different to that
meted out to states.
In the Memorandum of Understanding, clause 33 specifically says that, in
the year 1984-85, the Northern Territory will receive a $5m increase or that
amount of money that is recommended by the Grants Commission, whichever is the
greater. We were not to get less than $5m. That was very deliberately written
into the Hemorandum of Understanding at the time the former Chief Minister
negotiated it because we did not really know what the effects of the Grants
Commission's findings would be 6 to 7 years down the track. vJe did not want to
find ourselves in the situation where our top up grants were coming steadily
down as they were programmed to do in the memorandum and, in the last 1 or 2
years, we would have a negative finding that would take $10m, $15m or $20m out
of the Territory's budget. With our very small base, it is very difficult to
adjust to that sort of step down of Commonwealth government commitment to the
Northern Territory.
Mr Speaker, 1984-85 is covered in the memorandum as that year where we will
receive at least $5m. The Grants Commission recommended a reduction of $12.6m.
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Mr Speaker, you and I know that $5m is more than minus $12.6m. Under the terms
of clause 33 in the memorandum, we were to be entitled to $5m in 1984-85, and
that is what we built our budget around. If the federal government had said in
previous years or this year that it did not believe in the agreement and would
not abide by any of the conditions in it, we might have had sufficient time to
withdraw our claim before the Grants Commission or to be better prepared for
what the Commonwealth was likely to do.
There is another interesting aspect of this, Mr Speaker. In previous
years, when the Grants Commission has brought down a negative finding against
the states, in the interests of being reasonable and to enable the states to
manage their affairs properly, arrangements have been made by the Commonwealth
to enable the states to take account of the reduction over a period of time.
Sometimes it is spread over a quarter, sometimes it is written right off and
sometimes it is subsumed in the funding over a period of 2 years.
Previously, a state has never been deprived, in the financial year that it was
operating in, of any amount of money as recommended by the Grants Commission.
That is what is so unfair about the treatment we have received. We acknowledge
that there was a negative finding on the Northern Territory. We acknowledge
that the Commonwealth could have tailed that away over the next year or 2 years.
To take it out of the 1984-85 budget when clause 33 specifically says that we
will receive $5m is to tear up the memorandum.
Mr Speaker, I know how Finance and Treasury think. They would not stick to
one word of any agreement if they could get out of it. I sought a special
audience with the Treasurer to ask him if he was aware that what he was
proposing would set aside clause 33 of the memorandum and effectively destroy
the whole memorandum. The Treasurer said that he understood that but they
had had a lot of discussion on it and they did not see that there was any need
to c~ange.
At that stage, and this is important and interesting, the Treasury officer
who was present said: 'Of course, Chief Minister, the people who wrote that
agreement are not around any more. Nobody really knows that that clause 33 says
exactly what people meant it to say. You cannot expect the federal government
to be bound by a written agreement. That is not the sort of thing that federal
governments ought to have to do'. I was able to say to the Treasury officer:
'I happened to be around when the document was written. Clause 33 was put in
there very specifically at that time on the recommendation of a Treasury
official, Mr Ashley, who was advising the Treasurer and the Chief Minister at
the time, because he could see what Treasury and Finance could and would do in
the years ahead when things were out of sight'. Clause 33 was written into the
Memorandum of Understanding so that bureaucrats and politicians in Canberra
could not manipulate the findings of the Grants Commission unreasonably and
affect the interests of the Northern Territory adversely in its formative years.
Mr Speaker, as it turns out, the finding of the Grants Commission is
now well known. There was a traditional method for the Commonwealth to
deal with the handling of that finding and the Northern Territory could have
said that, that being the case, it would try to absorb that into its financial
arrangements and make the most of it. But to deduct it in the 1984-85 year, to
do it in the knowledge and good conscience that you are tearing up the
Memorandum of Understanding, and then to go further into the 1985-86 year and
take another $15m on the basis of the recommendation of the Grants Commission is
the sort of political vindictiveness that I have been talking about for the last
week. In the last 2 or 3 months, we have seen it on a scale that we have never
seen before in this country.
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Implementation Date for Oil Levy
Mr LEO to CHIEF MINISTER
With reference to yesterday's disclosure of the proposed oil levy, when is
it proposed that this oil levy will take effect, how will it be implemented and
who will it affect?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the details of the oil levy are simple. An oil levy of $1 a
tonne will be applied to those consumers who consume more than 10 million litres
of bunker, heavy distillate, heavy fuel or diesel per annum. It is designed as
an energy conservation measure to try and encourage heavy users of fuel to keep
their use of imported fuel to a bare minimum and to ensure that there is no more
waste than is necessary. The other added advantage to the Northern Territory of·
this additional income is that we believe that every effort should be made by
the whole community to start to use the indigenous resources that we have
available to us. The introduction of an energy fuel tax of this nature ought to
be one measure that will help people move to that position.
Araluen Art Centre
Mr VALE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Has any financial agreement yet been reached with the Aljc~ Springs.
To~n Council concerning funding for the Araluen complex?
Could he
advise also the reason why Alice Springs Town Council delegates can attend
Araluen meetings, whilst not contributing financially, and why they are not
allowed to report back to council on matters pertaining to Araluen meetings?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the question of funding to the Araluen Art Centre has been
raised on a number of occasions in the last couple of weeks. This afternoon, I
will be meeting with Jonah Jones who has resigned from the Araluen Art Centre
to take up employment elsewhere in Australia. We will discuss some of the
issues regarding funding for the centre. Funding for the centre has reached a
stage of considerable magnitude and I believe it is time that this government
looked at the total funding in light of budget announcements made in this
Assembly yesterday. There may be a need to review the total funding of the
Araluen Art Centre. Informal discussions have taken place with the Alice
Springs Town Council. In 1984, there were discussions with a view to the
transfer of responsibility for the centre to the council. Unfortunately, the
council was not very receptive and considered that the cost burden of the cen~re
would be an excessive impost for ratepayers in the Alice Springs area. The
total funding at the moment is somewhere in the vicinity of $400 000. That is a
lot of money to run an art centre of that kind although I am sure that members
from central Australia will agree that the centre is a magnificent one.
I will meet with Jonah Jones this afternoon. I will be able to give the
member for Braitling more detail of the direction in which this government is
heading in regard to the Araluen Art Centre and funding arrangements for the
coming financial year.
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Student Assessment in High Schools
Mr DALE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
There appears
assessed subjects,
Public Examination
Could the minister

to be some confusion regarding the difference between school
previously called the Secondary School Certificate, and the
Board subjects at Year 12 level in Territory high schools.
please explain these differences in layman's terms?

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the honourable member for his question. A number of
school councils and students have asked that the situation be clarified.
Northern Territory students who complete Year 12 are provided with 2
certificates. I would like to take the opportunity to explain in more detail
exactly what that process consists of.
One of those certificates is the Northern Territory Senior Secondary
Studies Certificate which gives the results obtained in all NT accredited and
registered courses as well as simply listing the South Australian courses which
the student has studied. The Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South
Australia issues a certificate of attainment showing the SSABSA courses studied
and the marks and or grades awarded. The confusion faced by students and
councils is concerned with this latter certificate. Much of the confusion comes
from the changes in the terminology used by the former South Australian Public
Examination Board which provided a matriculation certificate, and the South
Australian Education Department which issued a separate secondary school
certificate for Year 12 students. These 2 have now been combined under the
Senior Secondary Assessment Board which provides a single Year 12 certificate
recording results in all SSABSA of South Australia approved Year 12 subjects.
Most NT Year 12 students choose from a range of SSABSA approved subjects after
counselling from school staff which includes parental consultation. These
subjects are examined by the South Australian board and NT students have equal
status with South Australian students in all respects.
Mr Speaker, I wish to expand on that introduction with more specific
detail. The former SA Public Examination Board matriculation subjects are now
called publicly-examined subjects; that is, PES. In these subjects, student
achievement is assessed by external examination at the end of Year 12 plus an
internal assessment component. The ratio of external examination to school
assessment is 50-50 except in drama and arts. In arts, one third of the marks
are allocated to each of the 3 components: practical work; theory examination;
~nd special study.
In drama, the same allocation is made to a theory
examination, a production and a special project. Marks in all subjects are
awarded on a scale of 1 to 100.
Former secondary school certificate subjects are now called school-assessed
subjects. These terminologies are changed from day to day in the field of
education. Student achievement is assessed by the class teacher but moderated
by an expert external moderator who determines across-school comparability and
who approves the final grades. Grades awarded are A, B, C, D or U. The grade
of U indicates unsatisfactory performance in a subject. Students completing 1
or more SSABSA subjects satisfactorily receive the SSABSA certificate of
attainment which lists the subjects taken and marks and or grades awarded, plus
a short description of each subject listed. The certificate does not indicate
whether a student has matriculated to a university.
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As far as the 2 South Australian universities are concerned, a separate
statement is issued to the students by them. Students wishing to attend
universities in other states have their SSABSA scores ranked against scores by
students from those states. This is done using a comparative scale developed
by the tertiary admission authority in each state.
In relation to the admission requirements for the Darwin Institute of
Technology, the entry requirements for Bachelor of Education and or Diploma of
Teaching courses at the Darwin Institute of Technology ensure that students
are not disadvantaged in any way. Applicants must have a score of 295 points
based on 5 subjects. The subjects may be all publicly-examined subjects or
school-assessed subjects or a combination of publicly-examined subjects and
school-assessed subjects. The mark awarded for PES will be the mark used to
calculate the score. For SAS, the following conversion applies: grade A - a
score of 76; B - a score of 63; C - a score of 53; and D - a score of 47. A
conversion grade of an E or an F is also applied to students who study
professional typing. These conversions are 38 for an E and 15 for an F.
They do not apply to any other subjects. All students are required to study
5 SSABSA subjects, either PES or SAS or a combination of both.
Following are the prerequisites for a Bachelor of Education. For students
who take 5 PES, there are no prerequisite requirements. However, such students
are encouraged to take English and mathematics. For students who take 2 or
3 SAS, then English or mathematics units must be included. For students who
take 4 or 5 SAS, the prerequisite requirements are English and mathematics.
However, for 1985 only, current Year 12 students taking 4 or 5 SAS, but who
have not included either English or mathematics or both, may still apply for
admission. Such students will be required to submit an argument as to why they
are suitable to enter the degree or diploma. For Bachelor of Business,
requirements remain at matriculation with PES English and maths. The content
of the degree programs places heavy emphasis on quantitative analysis, which
is the reason for a prerequisite in maths. In the Bachelor of Business,
as in other programs, matriculants who do not have prerequisite subjects
can take a qualifying examination or undertake extra qualifying courses as
part of their first year program at the institute. Students, parents and
other interested members of the community who require further information
in relation to these issues can contact the Assistant Principal Curriculum
or the Assistant Principal Senior Studies at their nearest high school
offering Year 12 courses.
Mr Speaker, I read that into Hansard because there are a number of
concerns. It is a confusing issue. I would direct to Hansard anyone who has
a problem with the situation, particularly the school councils and the
students who are concerned about their exams in the future.
Semi-government Borrowing Program
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
In his mini-budget speech yesterday, he stated that the government
had sought authorisation for a semi-government borrowing program of $87m
and that this had been limited by the federal government to $75m. Can he
confirm that the semi-government program last year was only $50m and that
in fact $10m of that authorisation was not used and is currently available
for use in the 1985-86 financial year, bringing the actual total available
to $85m or only $2m less than the Northern Territory government bid?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this is typical of the sort iJf fiddle that the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition is wont to use to try to cover up what the Commonwealth has done
to us. I do not mind if he wants to apologise for what his colleagues in
Canberra have done but I think to use the figures in the way he has used them is
totally dishonest. Yes, we did have a borrowing last year and we did not use it
all. That was related to the progress that we were able to make with the
power-station. The borrowings that we were seeking this year we believed we
needed to keep the Northern Territory's rate of momentum at the current level.
There was not any fat in it. We believed our approach was perfectly reasonable.
I say again that part of the $87m was the $15m that we sought by way of loan to
try and offset NTEC's enormous problems because we lost $37.5m in the NTEC
budget during the Treasurer's mini-budget 6 or 8 weeks ago. There is a limit to
just how much you can take out of the system before it starts to hurt.
The other thing that was very interesting from the Northern Territory's
point of view was that all the states received what they sought. In fact, when
Queensland made its loan bid, the Queensland Premier was asked what his loan
would be this year and he said it would be $100m less than last year which was the
same as the year before. When they asked him how much that was, he said that it
was none of their business and that it was Queensland's business. That is how
the states are able to organise their loans. However, the Northern Territory is
tied in with the Commonwealth which makes the bid for us. In the past, we have
not had a lot of trouble but this year the Commonwealth decided arbitrarily that
we would be getting about $10m to $12m less than we sought.
As I said earlier, we do not like going out and borrowing money to payoff
operating deficits that have been forced on us because of arbitrary cuts and the
breaking of agreements that relate to our electricity supply. We did it and we
did it with some distaste and displeasure and we did it because we believed $87m
was the minimum amount of money that we would need to get through this year.
For the Deputy Leader of the Opposition to try to suggest with a fiddle of the
figures that we are just pumping ourselves up to get a few extra bucks is just
another cover up for the Commonwealth.
Transfer of Functions Related to Rural Loans from NTDC
Mr HcCARTHY to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
What progress has been made with the proposed transfer of functions related
to rural loans from the Northern Territory Development Corporation to the
Department of Primary Production and to the Agricultural Development and
Marketing Authority?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, earlier this year the government decided that responsibility
for many of the rural loan schemes that we operate would be transferred from the
Northern Territory Development Corporation and brought under the auspices of the
Department of Primary Production. These particular schemes are the crop
contract scheme, the bull purchase incentive scheme, the rural adjustment scheme
and B-TEC part D assistance measures which relate to loans for improvements on
pastoral properties. The aim of the transfer is to centralise under the control
of the one body responsibility for functions related to rural assistance. The
result will be a one-stop-shop system which has proved helpful to the public in
connection with other matters such as lands matters. Ongoing discussions are
taking place between NTDC and other organisations to ensure a smooth transfer of
those functions.
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Given that DPP and ADMA have neither the expertise nor the resources to
administer financial dealings such as loans, a handover takeover date of 1 July
1985 has been determined. Such a date will allow the development in DPP and
ADMA of a group to handle the new functions. It will also allow these people to
be trained as necessary to establish procedures and then to undertake
investigations, assessments and reviews of rural adjustment schemes and B-TEC
part D loans. Using 1 July 1985 as the transfer date will also enable DPP to
canvass advice as to how the mortgage documentation can be transferred from
within NTDC. Documents relating to these loans will need to be amended to
record the government as the mortgagee.
In view of the proposed transfer date being 1 July 1985, the following
interim arrangements have been put in place to ensure that industry does not
suffer through loan applications being held up until the transfer is finalised.
Although the NTDC will continue to undertake the preliminary investigation
and assessment of applications at this stage, these activities will be
undertaken in consultation with appropriate officers from the Department of
Primary Production. Secondly, when a recommendation has been prepared by NTDC,
the appropriate documentation will be forwarded to the Secretary of DPP for
advice and comment. NTDC recommendations together with DPP advice and comment
will be forwarded to a 3-person subcommittee of the NTDC board for decision.
When the NTDC recommendation and DPP advice and comments are to be considered by
the subcommittee of the NTDC board, the Secretary of DPP or his nominee will be
invited to be present. Advice on the decision will then be forwarded through to
the applicant.
The government believes that the transfer will work to the benefit of
pastoralists and, in particular, will help to coordinate moves to support
industries through the life of B-TEC. There are a number of statutory
restrictions on NTDC affecting its lending role. That is right and
proper and should be maintained. Unfortunately, those lending criteria were not
consistent with the available flexibility that exists in many of the rural-type
loans to reflect the nature of that industry, such as the duration of loans,
interest rates, possibilities of holidays before capital repayments and a number
of other matters. This transfer is taking place only after in-depth discussions
with the pastoral industry. All sectors of the rural industry have welcomed
this approach by the government. There was some early concern that there might
have been delays in the processing of loans but I can assure members that all
actions have been taken to facilitate the smooth transfer of loans. I am not
aware of any holdups that are occurring in the process, particularly with B-TEC
funding arrangements. When the full transfer to the Department of Primary
Production takes place, there will be a far more consistent interrelationship
between the lending, the nature of the lending and the progress, particularly
for B-TEC.
Araluen Art Centre
Mr BELL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
It follows on a previous question about funding of the Araluen Art Centre
asked by the honourable member for Braitling. I am quite sure he is
anticipating this. How great was the loss of revenue to the Araluen Art Centre
caused by the actions of the member for Sadadeen in seeking to prevent
schoolchildren attending the production at the centre of the internationallyrenowned Greenthumb Theatre Group?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have here a letter to Mr N. Bell, MLA, member for MacDonnell.
As part of the budget cuts, we are cutting down on stamps and I intend to hand
it to him in a few moments. He made an assumption that there was a loss of
revenue as a result of children not being able to travel to the Ara1uen Art
Centre to watch a play that was put on by the Greenthumb Theatre Group.
I have had brought to my attention newsletters from a couple of schools within
the Alice Springs area that in fact say that they did not intend going to the
Greenthumb production anyway. The school fees entitle students to attend one
art performance per year and that had already taken place as the result of
another theatre group travelling through the central Australia area. I would
refer the member for MacDonnell to the Braitling newsletter. No doubt, he reads
those types of newsletters. Therefore, there was never any question about
whether those children would be attending the Araluen Art Centre to see the
Greenthumb production anyway.
Mr Bell:

There is more than one school in Alice Springs.

Mr COULTER: I am not suggesting otherwise. The fact is that the member
,vent to great pains to conduct a media campaign before ringing anybody or
seeking information which are basic courtesies. But then the member for
MacDonnell is well known for. forgetting that type of approach to finding out
information. He travels off and conducts these media campaigns from time to
time and the whole issue becomes totally confused. What he started out to seek
information on ends up something like world war III.
One thing that he mentioned was freedom of speech and freedom of
expression. Surely the member for Sadadeen has that right as well, although it
may be denied under the philosophies of the member for MacDonnell. I am not
sure. I have not discussed that with him at any length. I assume that there is
freedom of speech for members. If the member for Sadadeen wants to reflect on a
particular philosophy, that is his right. In terms of being representative of
his electorate, the member for Sadadeen has been returned consistently to his
seat with something like a 78% majority. I think it must be an Australian
record. A lot of things are said about the member for Sadadeen but I am quite
sure that they are all good. In fact, he does represent his electorate. If the
member for Sadadeen was expressing a concern from his electorate, I am sure that
78% of his electorate would share his views'.
I might point out to honourable members opposite that their majority in
their electorates is somewhere between 52% and 56%, with the exception of the
member for Stuart who has 70% and did not make any comments about the Greenthumb
Theatre Group at the Ara1uen Art Centre. In summing up, I believe that there
was no loss of revenue to the Ara1uen Art Centre as a result of the member for
Sadadeen's approach to express his concern on this issue. In fact, many of the
schools had no intention of going there anyway.
Development in Coconut Grove Area
Mr FIRHIN to MINISTER for LANDS
What is the government doing about the development of the light industrial
area in my electorate at Coconut Grove? In particular, what is happening with
the construction of De Latour Street which is so important to the existing
development in that area?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member has expressed, particularly over the last
2 to 3 months, quite a high degree of interest in this particular section of his
electorate, and quite rightly because there have been a number of comments from
people within his electorate about it. With the intended start of the
development of the new air terminal on McMillans Road, it was considered th~t
there would be a growing interest in serviced commercial properties in tpis
vicinity. However, as a result of the uncertainty engendered by the
Commonwealth's announcement of a review of the airport plan, the proposal to
develop and turn off remaining vacant Crown land in the area was deleted fro~,
the 1984-85 capital works program. During this last year, the Department of'
Lands explored the possibility of private development packages incorporating all
the remaining Crown land between Totem Road and Nation Crescent. Indications
were that this would only be possible with government underwriting in the order
of $250 000. However, recently, discussions have been taking place with a
prospective developer to construct part of De Latour Street and part of the'
service road in exchange for some vacant Crown land in the area. The company is
involved in negotiations with the Department of Lands and initial plans are
being revised at the moment. I expect to be able to make some decision on this
revised proposal within the next few weeks. If the proposal is not approved,
the project is still on the design list for 1985-86 and is programmed for
consideration in late 1987. I should say that that is dependent on budgetary
considerations. In view of the recent savage budget cuts imposed on the
Territory by the Commonwealth, that timing would be subject to quite extensive
review to see whether we can afford to do it.
Delays in Court Hearings
Mr FINCH to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Would he advise members if progress has been made in addressing the
criticisms relating to delays of up to 6 months in people gaining court
hearings?

e~rlier

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, we certainly had a flurry of activity a couple of months ago
when a number of magistrates, including the Chief Magistrate, had to take some
sick leave. Indeed, at least 2 of those magistrates are still on sick leave.
At present, Miss Thomas is performing the duties of Chief Magistrate. We have
appointed Mr Cavit as a stipendiary magistrate and we have Mr Hannon as an
acting magistrate at present. We took whatever action we could to fill the gaps
that resulted from those gentlemen having to take sick leave unexpectedly. In
addition, the Chief Magistrate has organised a number of JPs to consider minor
matters on a regular basis thereby allowing the magistrates to deal with the
more serious matters.
I am advised by the Depa.tment of Law that a hearing can now be set down
within about 3 days of a person committing an offence. Magistrates are coping
with the situation quite well at present. When we have news of the future of
those magistrates on sick leave, we will be able to reorganise and perhaps use
fewer JPs as soon as we are able to. All efforts will be made to keep the court
list as short as possible to minimise the effect on persons who have committed'
offences and must be brought before the court.
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Reticulated Water for Atitjere Community
Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Given the high trachoma, middle ear infection, dysentery rates and so on
suffered by people living without reticulated water, and given that funds were
made available for water drilling at Atitjere more than 5 years ago in the first
instance, when will he honour the promise made over a year ago by his
predecessor and provide reticulated water to the more than 100 people who live
at Atitjere without it. For his information that community is at Harts Range.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I understand that work commenced at Harts Range a week ago, on
30 May. It is expected that the work will be completed in August. There have
been some problems with this particular program and many of them stemmed from
land tenure and clarification of who owned the land so that we could proceed
with this particular work. I am well aware of the concerns of the member for
Stuart and, in line with those concerns about the provision of water wherever
possible to these communities and outstation areas, an accelerated water
drilling program has been under way in central Australia for the last month or
so. It must be completed by 30 June. However, there are not enough drilling
rigs in central Australia to undertake all the necessary drilling work, and we
have spoken to the Hon Clyde Holding to see if we can expend some of that money
on bore equipment, tanks and so on as well in order to meet the 30 June
deadline. We will be moving in this area to ensure an adequate supply of water
to these people wherever possible in the areas mentioned by the honourable
member for Stuart. It is not easy, Mr Speaker. There have been cases where
some communities, even within your own electorate, Mr Speaker, have demanded
compensation for the supply of water where we have had to travel across their
land. Such action does not make it easy to supply essential services in areas
such as this. There have even been some cases where we have been asked to
compensate for putting down teachers' residences. However, I understand that
the delay at Harts Range in particular has been in relation to land tenure. I
will supply the most current briefing to the honourable member for Stuart. It
outlines the work that is progressing at Harts Range, but once again this was
the subject of a media campaign. In fact, I was contacted yesterday by the ABC
on this particular issue. It seems that this is now the way the opposition
operates. It is prepared to go straight to the media every time there is a
concern in a particular area. Members of the opposition do not know what is
going on in their electorates. Work has commenced in the area and things are
proceeding quite well. Perhaps it would help the honourable member if he moved
around in his electorate a little more often.
Mr Ede:

It is not in my electorate.
Traffic Hazard at McMillans Road and
Rothdale Road Intersection

Mr SETTER to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Traffic travelling west along McMillans Road and turning right into
Rothdale Road must edge forward in anticipation of a gap in oncoming traffic and
then complete the turn unable to view any traffic lights, thereby increasing the
risk of collision with vehicles turning right out of Rothdale Road. What action
will his department take to alleviate this dangerous situation?

136

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Wednesday 5 June 1985

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I travel daily through the intersection of Rothdale and
McMillans Roads. I am aware of the situation with the traffic lights there. I
am afraid that I cannot offer the honourable member for Jingili very much j9Y in
respect of that particular intersection and the traffic lights there. At the'
moment, the traffic flow is constricted by the movement of oncoming vehicles. I
think that it is probably a far safer situation that traffic is only prevented_
from moving because there is oncoming traffic. Drivers in that position will
make sure that the way is clear before they move. Whereas, if we install a
control through a mechanical device, it will probably go wrong far more times
than human driving abilities and skills will. There has been a linkage of
signals between Bagot Road and the intersection of McMillans and Rothdale Roads
to try to enable a smoother traffic flow and to regulate the amount of traffic
that moves up and down McMillans Road. Experts in my department assure me that,
at the present time, the safest method of passage through the intersection is
through driver attention focused on traffic rather than on auxiliary lights.
However, I can assure the honourable member for Jingili that the situation will
be monitored continually. I am sure that the honourable member is aware that no
accidents have resulted from the problem that he has brought to the Assembly's
attention. That does not mean that such a situation may not arise. The
intersection will be monitored to ensure that the people of the northern suburbs
have the best traffic flow that it is possible to provide within the limits of
fiscal controls and circumstances.
Details of Departmental Budget Cuts
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
When will government ministers be in a position to advise the Assembly of
the details of the budget cuts in their departments announced by the Chie~
Minister yesterday?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, further announcements in relation to that matter will be made
after Cabinet decisions on financial arrangements for the next financial year,
Education for Deaf Children
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Can he assure me that educational facilities offered to deaf children in
the Top End are being maintained and that no detriment will result to the
children from the recent reduction in the number of teaching staff engaged ~n
that area?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, recently there has been a reduction in the number of teachers
in this area. That reduction occurred when a teacher who was on accouchementleave was not replaced. The school at which that occurred is Stuart Park. I
can assure the honourable member for Koolpinyah that, when the student numbers
are up to the formula required for an additional teacher, we will do everything
in our power to position an additional teacher in the school. In the case of
hearing impairment, the formula is 5 to 1. This has been one of those cases very similar to the situation at Pine Creek - where the student numbers did not
quite meet the formula.
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At present, the staffing for students with hearing impairments at Stuart
Park Primary School is one band 2 teacher and 2 band 1 teachers. I reiterate
that, if student numbers meet the formula required, we will add an extra teacher
if possible. The recent cuts that have been announced by the federal government
have not made it easy.
All members would be aware that the recruitment of staff is very difficult
and there are situations in the Territory which differ from those in the states.
We have been told, particularly in recent times, that we have to make efforts in
relation to certain matters because the states do so. One of the things that
upsets us most in the Northern Territory is that we have been progressing
towards determining our own affairs. We have self-government and eventually we
will become a state. We must have agreement and plans to reach that position.
We understand the problems that we have in attracting people to the Northern
Territory. We need air fares, we need housing for teachers in isolated
communities and we need air-conditioning. As a result of the Commonwealth's
reduction in funding to the Territory and the variations of the formulae on
which we must make our budget determinations, the increase in costs for
electricity in my department alone is $1.3m. We need air-conditioning for
students and teachers. If we are going to recruit teachers to the Territory,
we need these arrangements. Only then can we facilitate their coming to the
Territory. As I said, we must have organised planning. We are developing and
we must move in that direction in an orderly fashion. It is very difficult for
us to recruit teachers. We do not have our own university. The states have
their own universities. We need to progress in an orderly fashion. I believe
all Territorians are quite willing to pay their way in relation to these issues.
But we must examine our own situation of isolated communities. I think it is
up to the Territory to make decisions on where charges should be equal to the
states or where they should not be equal because we have to recruit those
people. I believe that we will eventually get on our own 2 feet. Wherever
possible, we will continue to make sure that those special areas of hearing
impairment and speech therapy are addressed by this government and we will
position teachers when the student numbers require them in those areas.
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Ferry Terminal in Darwin Harbour
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for LANDS
~fuat is the current situation regarding the construction of a new ferry
terminal and marina in Darwin Harbour?

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, our government gave an undertaking during the last election
campaign to construct a ferry terminal in Darwin and the government has been
proceeding towards that objective since the election. The proposal was to
construct the ferry terminal near an area which is becoming known as Parliament
Park in the bay immediately below where the Legislative Assembly is currently
situated. The plans have been completed. There is a capital works provision of
$4.5m for stage 1 of that terminal. Recently, we had a proposal from a Mr Hans
Vos in respect of the construction of a facility in Cullen Bay which
incorporates a marina, some residential and tourist development and the
construction of a breakwater to create a protected bay. The proposal put
forward by Mr Vos is that we construct the ferry terminal at the end of that
breakwater. That proposal would enable that venture to be more viable and would
reduce the cost of the construction of the ferry terminal substantially if it
were to proceed.
The government will not call for tenders for the ferry terminal until we
know exactly what is happening in respect of the Cullen Bay proposal. That
matter should be resolved in the not-too-distant future. It may be that, by
combining government and private enterprise, the community can end up ~;ith less
cost imposed on it and a better facility to meet the needs of both the boating
community and those who wish to transport themselves across the harbour in a
facility that I believe holds great promise. The proposal has been the subject
of discussions with the Darwin City Council although firm proposals have not
been brought officially before the Department of Lands and, therefore, it has
not gone through the necessary environmental and planning procedures. The
matter is really on hold until such time as we can assess the most appropriate
direction to take.
Review of the Public Service
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
About 18 months ago, the government announced that it was undertaking a
complete review of the public service. When can we expect a report on that
review?
ANSWER
Recently, the Public Service Commissioner has given me some documentation
regarding that review and I am evaluating it. Hopefully, I will be in a
position to make an announcement by the end of July.
Offshore Gas
Mr VALE to CHIEF MINISTER
My question relates to his recent overseas trip to Korea and Japan with the
Minister for Mines and Energy. Can he advise what market possibilities have
arisen for Northern Territory offshore gas as a result of that overseas trip?
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ANSWER
Honourable members would be aware that the offshore deposits that are
adjacent to the Northern Territory coast are probably the most significant
resource potential that we have for development in the Territory. Over recent
years, while the drilling and proving-up program has b.een going on, many people
associated with the projects have been looking at ways to ensure that they
ultimately develop.
The amount of gas reserves we have in the Tern and Petrel fields is
sufficient to drive the Darwin power-station for about 140 years. They are
about 185 km off the coast and they are not in deep water. In terms of
providing engineering to get the gas onshore, they are not the most expensive
fields in the country. Certainly, they are not as expensive as the North-West
Shelf and the reserves are not so enormous that we would have to develop a
project like that at the North-West Shelf. However, the engineering and the
economics of our offshore gas reserves in Tern and Petrel are such that we would
need to have fairly major use of the gas either onshore in the Northern
Territory or by way of sale to overseas ports to ensure that the project was able
to be viable for the very simple reason that a platform is going to cost in the
order of $1000m. To bring natural gas onshore to Darwin for use could take in
the order of $1500m by the time the exploration program is complete, the
platform is in place, the pipeline is down and the shore facilities are in
place. I am talking at the moment about getting the gas onshore without doing
anything substantial with it. People often ask why we would bring gas from
Alice Springs when it is 185 km offshore. The very expensive cost of that
platform makes it more economic to use a pipe from Alice Springs to Darwin in
the initial years.
If we bring gas onshore by way of the platform, obviously we have to get
our volume up to make the economics of the project work. It is our view that
the only way that that is likely to happen is if the Northern Territory can tap
into one of the gas windows that will develop in the market in South-east Asia
between 1992 and 1996. Given that we still have some proving work to do and
that the project could take 7 years to build and cost up to $3500m to finance by
the time we build in an LNG facility onshore in Darwin and finance the shipping
arrangements that are required, the project starts to take on enormous
dimensions so far as a small community like ours is concerned. The Minister for
Mines and Energy and myself have a quiet determination to make sure that the
Tern and Petrel fields become producers for Australia and for the Northern
Territory in the 1990s. For that to happen, we need to take steps today in the
Northern Territory. Given that we had a market today, the money today and the
gas today, which we have, it would take us 7 years to get ourselves into a
position where we could turn a tap on and actually sell the gas. So it is not
too soon for the Northern Territory to start its trek down this long road.
We also believe that the sale of gas to South-east Asia is our best export
opportunity. There are certain things going for us in those markets. They are
peculiar to the market and perhaps complementary to what the Northern Territory
is doing. I will deal with Korea first. Korea is a developing country in the
true sense. To give members an idea of minimal use that the Koreans make of gas
at the moment, Seoul has a population of 10 million people and only this year it
has started to reticulate gas into their households. The people live in
sub-zero temperatures. Seoul is suffering from an environmental problem caused
by 10 million people burning little wooden bricks. The smog hangs over the city
for up to 6 months at a time. That is presenting quite a problem for the
community. They see gas as a way of overcoming the pollution by using a very
clean energy source.
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Korea's potential expansion in the use of gas is very large compared with
that of Japan. The amount of gas that the Northern Territory would be looking
to sell through its producers to Korea is about 2 million tonnes a year for 20
years. That would not make us a major producer. I think the North-West Shelf
project must get rid of 6 million tonnes a year just to keep its nose in front.
When you are looking to sell 6 million Connes a year to finance your project and
the markets are 8 to 10 years out in front, you need to have a very big heart
or very big pockets to be able to sustain the risk. Mr Speaker, our potential
for selling 2 million tonnes a year in the 1990s is much greater than that of
those people who are selling much larger quantities just to make their projects
viable. Certainly, the Dome project in Canada, and the Russian's pLoject that
is being developed at the moment, are so enormous they will be looking for
6 million to 10 million tonnes a year in any market just to make their projects
viable. We are not looking for that sort of consumption and there is a chance
that the Northern Territory, by working with Korea and or Japan, could sell its
2 million tonnes a year to get access to the market without increasing the price
to our consumers.
Mr Speaker, one of the facets of this industry is that both the seller and
the buyer must be able to look 10 years ahead, project an energy consumption
use, and then be sure that there will be a demand for the supply of energy and
that it can be paid for. That way the seller can finance his project without
going broke. That is the most difficult part of the gas equation for all people
concerned. We accept that there is a problem for the people on the other side,
the consumers. Rather than finding ourselves in a position which some gas
producers in the world today have found themselves in, where countries like
Japan have signed up for agreements and then decided they only wanted to take
75% of the take and expected the producer to absorb the loss, what we are saying
to people in Korea and Japan is that, if only because of their nature, we need
participants to help us develop these projects. To have participation from
people in Korea and Japan, by way of equity contribution and engineering and
fabrication component commitments up front, in return for a guaranteed take of
product at the end, we would be putting together a finance arrangement that
would suit the type of development that we have facing us and would suit the
development potential of Korea and Japan who are looking to sell offshore their
technical, financial and engineering expertise. All of this is in very early
days. After our visit to Korea, my colleague and I felt that the Territory's
opportunities in that country were very good. We need to follow them up with
strong representation. I intend to make an announcement about that later in the
year.
The situation in Japan was not quite as encouraging for the Northern
Territory as we would have hoped for the very simple reason that the Japanese
are committed at the moment. They do not envisage any future increase in
production that would warrant extra orders of gas being places. Only on the
basis of such orders would we carry out further development. The Japanese
community is very keen to become involved. In fact, 2 companies came forward
and said: 'We are major traders. We have customers who would take gas. We have
engineering contacts who would like to be involved in this sort of thing that you
are talking about. We would like to put a proposal to the Northern Territory
government that would be considered both by the government and the oilfield
producers as one that could possibly be put into place in the years ahead'.
Again, it is a necessary exercise because the nature of the project requires
$3500m up front. We cannot just rush into it. We need to get the sums right
and, because we are dealing with countries overseas which are very cautious, it
will take some time.
On the home front, there are tremendous advantages to be gained for
Australia and the Northern Territory through getting the offshore gas landed and
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into an international market as soon as possible. The domestic benefits will be
considerable. Mr Speaker, we have built the financial arrangements for the
Alice Springs to Darwin pipeline around a field life in central Australia of 20
to 30 years. Clearly, any field has a limit. It is a finite resource and it
will not go on forever. We believe that, once the Alice Springs to Darwin line
is in place, the economics of the Territory will change tremendously. We should
get economies of scale that would enable us to develop more quickly, and the need
for offshore gas to come onshore to supplement local Territory supplies will
only be increased by that.
Mr Speaker, the prOVlSlon of offshore gas to the Northern Territory mainland
coast will give us an opportunity to look at manufacturing possibilities that
have never been available to us before under our commitment to oil-fired
reneration in our powerhouses. Currently, we have people reviewing the
opportunities that will be available to the Territory in terms of using offshore
gas for major manufacturing purposes in the Top End. Once the gas comes onshore,
and the central Australian fields are depleted, the potential to send gas down
the line and supply Alice Springs and central Australia for the next 50 to 100
years is there. It is something that we ought to consider.
Further, I believe that we are now within sight of the realisation of the
famous national pipeline dream of Rex Connor. Once the Alice Springs to Darwin
line and the Alice Springs to Cooper line are in place, Cooper will connect with
Eromanga, Adelaide will connect with Melbourne, Melbourne will finalise the 20
miles between the pipes that service New South Wales and Victoria and the
offshore gas from Darwin will go back down the line to supply the whole of
Australia as well as the people of the Northern Territory and, hopefully, the
people of South-east Asia.
Hotel Development for Myilly Point
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
Some weeks ago, he said in a public statement that the government would be
announcing the final development plans for Myilly Point and that the
government was torn between the 2 options of a '400-bed or 600-bed hotel'. When
will these plans be announced?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this morning the Chairman of the Northern Territory Development
Corporation showed to me some drawings of the future Myilly Terrace development.
This will be news to my ministerial colleagues because they have not had a
chance to see those drawings. I am the only person who has seen them. He only
brought them back from overseas in the last couple of days. It is my intention
to exhibit these plans for appraisal by my ministerial colleagues at Cobourg
next week. On 19 and 20 June, the architects will come to Darwin to explain
the concepts further. Mr Speaker, once the government has made a decision on
the direction it will take with regard to the development at Myilly Terrace and
that is known, I will then make a public announcement. However, I will not be
rushed by the Leader of the Opposition. About a month ago, I said I would
announce the decision within 4 to 6 weeks, and I still have a couple of weeks up
my sleeve.
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Trainee Staff at Laboratory Facility
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
What does the government intend to do with trainee staff presently employed
at its laboratory facility when private industry takes over?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as honourable members would be aware, the government has been
negotiating with a company that is regarded as a private company, even though it
has some interstate government involvement in its shareholding, for some time
now with a view to its taking over some laboratory functions currently operated
by the Department of Mines and Energy. There are 2 trainees involved ,in that
laboratory under a fixed tenure. I think tenure is 4 years for trainees in the
government. We have told them that their future tenure with the government is
assured and we propose to have them continue with their work in that laboratory
after it is taken over by new management.
Hotel Development for Myilly Point
11r B. COLLINS to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
Can he confirm the content of the press statement, which he released
voluntarily without being provoked by me at all 4 weeks ago, that the 2 options
which the government is considering for Myilly Point are a 400-bed and a 600-hed
hotel?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, what I said 4 weeks ago was that I was hopeful that I would be
in a position to make an announcement about the direction the government would
take in relation to Myilly Terrace in about 4 to 6 weeks time. At the time, I
said there was an option of looking at a 400-room hotel development against a
600-room hotel development.
Staff Cuts in Department of Education
Mr DALE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
The staff review that has been carried out by the Department of Education
has indicated that 50 positions will be abolished. When will this occur?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this is a very important matter and I had expected a question
on it before this. The review that has been carried out by the Department of
Education is in its final draft form. Honourable members would be aware that
the public service arbitrator's determination requires that people involved,
such as union members of the Teaching Service and the Office of the Public
Service Commissioner, be given the opportunity to comment on the review. That
is the situation that we have at present. The review will be implemented
progressively over a period of time and, hopefully, it will be in full
operation by January 1986.
Mr Speaker, I might say here that confidentiality is supposed to surrovnd
these issues. They are delicate issues because they involve people. I am
afraid that, in this case, confidentiality has not been respected in relation to
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some aspects of this particular review. It was announced that 50 positions
would be cut. The way that it is coming across to the community is that those
people will be thrown out on to the street. That is not the case at all. Those
50 positions are being abolished from within the Department of Education. The
people in those positions will be repositioned by the government. Positions
will be created as well as abolished.
Mr B. Collins:

Why didn't you say that?

Mr HARRIS: I did not have the opportunity to say it.
it across to you now.
Mr B. Collins:

I am trying to get

I was right about that speech being thrown together.

Mr HARRIS: All the positions that are to be abolished are being looked at
in a great deal of detail and with sensitivity. The department is looking to
placing all the people whose positions are to be abolished. As I said earlier,
positions are being created. They will be able to apply for those new positions
as well. I think that the Leader of the Opposition and others should realise
that the Professional Services Branch was seen by the community as an area that
could afford to lose a great deal of fat. Personally, I did not agree because
I happened to feel that the professional development services that were provided
were necessary to a degree. However, there was a need to rationalise the whole
situation. That is what the department is doing at the present time. The
people in those positions will be spoken to by the department in relation to
those positions. It is unfortunate that someone has contacted all those people
and not respected the confidentiality of that particular document. Whoever did
that should be ashamed of himself.
Hermannsburg School
Mr BELL to MINISTER for EDUCATION
I refer to his previous answer in which he said that he would be creating
positions in certain places within his department. Will he give an undertaking
to create a teaching position and to increase the number of classrooms to meet
educational needs during the second semester of this year at the government
school at Hermannsburg?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the member for ralslng the issue of Hermannsburg. The
member for MacDonnell has done nothing to try to put pressure on the government
to have a school created in that community. I spoke to Gus Williams some time
ago about the possible establishment of a government presence at Hermannsburg
itself. For years the Finke River Mission operated the teaching services in
that community. It provided a very worthwhile service which the government has
been grateful for. Hermannsburg itself had 18 outstations. It is interesting
to note that Gus Williams was trying to indicate that people were moving back
from the outstations into a central position - which is against the outstation
movement. Gus Williams and I had discussions and we spoke to the community. It
was agreed that there was a need to have a school facility that provided the
range of services that were provided in other Aboriginal communities. I decided
that I would allow the establishment of a government school in Hermannsburg for
a trial period this year. I indicated to Gus Williams that that school would
cater for 50 students. He agreed and the community agreed that it would be done
on a trial basis to see how it would go. The contact that has been made with me
through telexes, including the telex that the honourable member read out in part
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last night, made the point that there are 70 or 80 children there and they need
extra facilities.
Mr Speaker, the agreement that I had with Gus Williams - and I respect
agreements with people ~ was that we would try it out with 50 students. The
community was to be told that. You do not just go into an area and create a
government school and throw to the wind what has happened in the past. It is a
delicate situation that must be addressed and take into account the Finke River
Mission, the feelings of the people in the communities and the Department of"
Education as well. That is what is being done. A review has been carried out.
I am still considering what is to happen in relation to that particular school.
I will be in touch with Gus Williams and his people again on this issue. I
might say that the honourable member for MacDonnell has not contacted me once
about the concerns of people in his electorate in relation to settini up and
establishing a government school presence at Hermannsburg.
Fowl Plague in Victoria
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
What ramifications, if any, does the current outbreak of fowl plague in
Victoria have for the Northern Territory poultry industry?
ANSWER
By way of background, I would advise the Assembly that there has been an
outbreak of fowl plague in Victoria and some honourable members may have not~d
that in recent press reports. Fowl plague is an exotic disease which is highly
contagious and it can cause a high loss of birds of any age. It is a very
virulent form of influenza. I hope that the Minister for Transport and Works
has not been in Victoria recently. I note that he has fallen victim to the foul
disease of influenza and we miss his presence today. I trust my honourable
colleague, the member for Jingili, is not suffering a similar fate.
Mr Speaker, on 31 Mayan outbreak of the disease was confirmed at a
property near Bendigo. The property is a mixed farm which produces eggs and
broilers. The property concerned and the contract grower's farm have !
been quarantined and the slaughter of poultry has commenced. Approximately·
100 000 birds will need to be slaughtered on that property. I might indicate,
Mr Speaker, that, as of yesterday, the decision was taken to quarantine
properties in the vicinity of the affected property and a requirement has been
put in place for the birds on those properties to be slaughtered. I believe
that involves a further 200 000 to 400 000 birds which will need to be
slaughtered to prevent the spread of this disease. The Northern Territory
Department of Primary Production has notified all growers of the outbreak.
Farmers have been asked to monitor their flocks carefully and field staff will
be keeping the matter under close surveillance. The Victorian Dep~rtment of
Agriculture has requested assistance from other states. The Department of
Primary Production has sent an experienced biology technician to/aid in testing
for the disease and a veterinary pathologist to assist at the outbreak area.
/
The outbreak will attract compensation to the farmers of approximately $lm.
That figure applied prior to this additional extension and that is likely to
spread to other farmers. Under an existing agreement through the Australian
Agricultural Council, all states will be expected to contribute on a basis
proportionate to the size of their poultry industry. Mr Speaker, there was an
outbreak of this disease in the United States last year and the cost to the
United States was $64.5m.
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Staff Cuts in Department of Education
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
To my astonishment, in answer to a previous question, the minister
complained that the revelation that a departmental review was to result in 50
people being sacked was a disgraceful breach of confidence. I refer the
honourable minister to page 18 of the Chief Minister's budget speech where he
said: 'A departmental review is currently under way which will result in at
least 50 administrative positions being abolished'. In view of the considerable
distress that the 2 words 'at least' have caused unnecessarily in the Department
of Education, what will be the extent of the staff positions that are to be
abolished?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition has not understood the answer to
the previous question. What I was saying was that the people in the 50
positions listed have been rung up and told that they do not have a job. As was
indicated in the Chief Minister's statement, 50 positions have been abolished
within the Department of Education. That is fact. What I am saying is that
that matter is under review and that review document is being examined by the
unions, by the teaching service and by the Office of the Public Service
Commissioner. That is a requirement. Before that situation came about, those
people were contacted by someone and told that they had lost their jobs. I
apologise to those people who have been put through this trauma. They will not
be thrown out on the street; they will be fitted into positions within the
Department of Education structure. The answer to the question is that 50
positions have been abolished. The breach of confidentiality relates to the
fact that those people whose names have been listed against abolished positions
were contacted by phone before the department contacted them on the matter.
Buffalo Industry
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
Mr Speaker, t~e buffalo industry which is based in my electorate is set to
become a major earner for the economy. What plans does the government have to
assist the development of the buffalo industry?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have been particularly concerned at some developments that
have occurred in the buffalo industry over recent years. Part of that has
arisen out of the necessity to control the herd through the Brucellosis and
Tuberculosis Eradication Campaign and because of the quite extensively
developing markets which have led to an extensive shoot-out of buffalo in the
feral herd in some areas and the export of large numbers of live animals in
addition to those that have been taken for pet meat and for the smallgoods
industry for human consumption.
Mr Speaker, I had the opportunity a couple of weeks ago of meeting with the
Buffalo Industry Council and raising some of these concerns with it. We have
agreed to form a specialist team whose aim will be to prepare a comprehensive
plan on the buffalo industry to ensure its long-term development. This is a
unique potential industry for the Northern Territory. All of us recognise that
buffalo flourish in the Top End, often in country that is marginal or unsuitable
for cattle. There are quite excellent markets and potential markets for buffalo
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meat in Europe, particularly with the export potential of some 2500 t which
stand outside the beef quota arrangements of the EEC. In addition, there are
potential developments for live exports to the Indonesian market, .particularly
with their transmigration programs, and developing markets for the Australian
smallgoods industry. The buffalo industry people are very keen to have the
industry developed further and to promote the use of prime cuts for h u m a n )
consumption. I note in passing that a restaurant in Darwin is featuring
marinated buffalo in its menu. I refer to the Rock Oyster. I had the pl~asure
this week of having a meal there and sampling some of it and I must say that
it was some of the tastiest meat that I have eaten for many a year. I would
encourage honourable members to take the opportunity to find out how good
buffalo meat can be.
Mr Speaker, the task force will include representatives from the Department
of Primary Production, the Department of Lands and the Conservation Commission.
Its terms of reference include: the assessment of long-term markets for both
export and domestic use of buffalo; the availability of land for buffalo
raising with particular regard to suitability of location and size of blocks;
breeding stock for a controlled TB-free herd; the availability of finance for
buffalo farming; adequacy of existing production technology and management
expertise and the need for research development and training; likely effects
of the reduction in the total buffalo herd on the viability of the various
sectors of the industry, particularly abattoirs; and constraints which may
affect the orderly development of the industry.
,c

Mr Speaker,as I mentioned, the herd has suffered a considerable decline
and it will be essential under the Brucellosis and Tuberculosis Eradicati~n
Campaign to remove the feral herd of buffalo. We must move forward into a
properly managed domesticated buffalo herd and these aspects are addressed
specifically under the terms of reference. I should note that the President
of the Northern Territory Buffalo Industry Council, Mr David George, who is also
a task force appointee, described this initiative as 'a unique opportunity to
~
develop and implement a long-term plan because of the small number of
properties that are now involved in domesticating feral buffalo herds for
local and overseas markets'. Mr Speaker, I would expect to receive at le~st
a preliminary report later this month. Obviously, due to the nature of the
/
study, more detailed assessments will extend beyond that.
Closure of Alcohol Rehabilitation Centre
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for HEALTH
.\

What was the background of a petition that was canvassed in The Mall
during the week regarding the closing of the Alcohol Rehabilitation Centre
at the Royal Darwin Hospital?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I should be ready for this. Mr Speaker, I noticed that the
same issue was addressed in a copy of the Midweek Territorian. I think there
has been a gross misunderstanding by elements of the community of precisely
what is proposed in relation to drug and alcohol rehabilitation as it applies
to the present Royal Darwin Hospital. At the moment, patients who are acutely
ill as a result of what one might describe as alcoholic poisoning are taken
into the normal ward situation for immediate treatment and later transferred
to what is called the detoxification unit located in Ward 4 at the Royal Darwin
Hospital. Some time ago, a task force was set up of people from the Drug and
Alcohol Bureau and people who were involved in this matter in the community.
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We sought advice also from the most highly specialised centre for alcohol
treatment, which is located in St Vincent's Hospital in Sydney. We sought the
assistance and advice of a Sister Pederson, who is regarded nationally as being
a leading authority, particularly on the rehabilitation side, and a Dr Alex
Wodak who is regarded equally highly.
The upshot was that it was deemed to be highly desirable to remove the
rehabilitation side - the long-term transition from severe alcoholism - back
to a community-based setting. Obviously, that will involve a great deal more
expenditure than the way we are doing it currently. However, far from lowering
the standard of rehabilitation services, it will increase it. The present
rehabilitation unit will be used for crisis intervention - that is, the medical
side -and the rehabilitation side will be shifted into the community. As I
have explained in relation to psychiatric services, it is easier for the patient
to make the transition back into society from a community-based organisation.
The other fear which seems to have arisen in the minds of people, particularly
ex patients, is that there will be a hiatus between the community-based
organisation coming on stream and the closure of the rehabilitation centre
at the Royal Darwin Hospital. In fact, the opposite is the case. Not only
do we not expect there to be a break in the rehabilitation side of the program,
both sections will probably operate contemporaneously for a period to ensure
that no patients are disadvantaged by the transition from a hospital-based
rehabilitation program to a community-based rehabilitation program.
I spoke with 2 young ladies who were handing out petitions in The Mall
the other day and I think they were reasonably satisfied after that
conversation. One of the things they seemed to have a misapprehension about
was lack of consultation with the staff. When one looks into the matter, one
finds that one of the senior staff members of the present rehabilitation unit
at the Royal Darwin Hospital was in fact a member of the task force which made
these very recommendations. Each and everyone of the staff has been involved
through that staff member as a member of the panel. They have all spoken
with the Director of Nursing about it and senior staff of the hospital
administration have spoken with those staff members.
Mr Speaker, it seems to me that the petition was based on a
misunderstanding of what we were doing and how the recommendations came about.
For my part, I would have been quite happy to see the unit remain at the
Royal Darwin Hospital except that the best experts in this area in this
country have advised us that the new way of going about it is the most
appropriate and effective way to facilitate rehabilitation.
Power-stations in Darwin
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
What stage has been reached with negotiations and discussions with the
relevant unions on the subject of commissioning the Channel Island Power-station
and the decommissioning of Stokes Hill Power-station?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, under the former Minister for Mines and Energy, now the
Chief Minister, a decision was taken that the transfer to gas technology in the
Northern Territory as far as electricity generation was concerned should be
done on a very open basis with the unions concerned on behalf of their members.
It was quite obvious that gas technology would involve significantly fewer
people in electricity generation than is the case at present. The minister
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established a working party chaired by a Commissioner of the Conciliation and
Arbitration Commission. It has union representation as well as NTEC
management representation and has been meeting from time to time to consider
the various issues involved. I believe it is due to hand down a report
shortly. In the meantime, we have continued the flow of information relating
to the progress of the new project to build the gas powerhouse at Channel
Island to that working party and to the unions involved. We have kept them
up to date with information on the pipeline negotiations because, to some
degree, those negotiations will have a bearing on the timing for the gas
powerhouse to be able to commission its first generating set.
Channel Island Power-station currently plans to have 180 MW of turbines
installed and the first set operating either in December 1986 or January 1987.
Over the subsequent 12 months, further sets will be installed and tested. At
the same time, Stokes Hill Power-station will have to continue running to
supply Darwin's electricity needs until such time as the sets in Channel
Island Power-station are regarded as having the level of reliability necessary
to start progressively shutting down Stokes Hill.
For a period during 1987, we will need to run and staff both
power-stations. That will cause some problems. The problem of maintaining the
level of expertise at Stokes Hill to keep it running and, at the same time,
transferring and training staff to operate the new turbines at Channel Island
is being examined. The Public Service Commissioner has been brought into the
negotiations relating to the fact that we will have some staff that are surplus
to requirements once the Stokes Hill Power-station is shut down. As positions
become available in the Northern Territory Public Service that could be suitable
for personnel who are currently at Stokes Hill Power-station, they are brought
to the attention of Stokes Hill Power-station staff, together with advice on
what is involved in other jobs and what training options are open to them. In
some cases, we may have the Public Service Commissioner allocate personnel to
fill positions temporarily so that we can keep people at Stokes Hill until
such time as the station is shut down. We must keep it running yet we want
to have as many of these people employed elsewhere in the public service as
we possibly can.
Another way we can help keep Stokes Hill running whilst letting staff
move to other areas of employment is to borrow people from interstate
electricity authorities. Discussions have been held with at least the
Victorian authority and perhaps other authorities on whether we could borrow
persons who have expertise in operating powerhouses when staff at Stokes Hill
seek to leave for other employment. I believe we have taken a responsible
open approach to this whole question and we will continue to keep the unions
fully informed of progress on all fronts so that nobody is left with any
doubts as to what opportunities are available and no stone is left unturned
in finding positions for any persons who may otherwise find themselves
redundant in the long term.
Laboratory Employees
Mr EDE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Is it correct that the government handed over the names and addresses of
its laboratory employees to Amdel without the consent of the employees? What
is the government's policy on releasing personal information 011 employees
without their consent?
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ANSHER
Mr Speaker, I cannot confirm at the moment that the government provided
a list of names and addresses of employees. Last Friday week, from
recollection, a senior executive of Amdel was in Darwin and held discussions at
the government laboratory with all the staff involved in the leasing
arrangement that the government is proposing. Following that discussion with
all staff, at which officers of the Department of Mines and Energy and union
representatives were present, the executive from Amdel invited staff members
to discuss with him privately offers of employment from the company. These
offers were to be followed up by formal written offers to each employee. I
cannot advise whether or not the department provided the name and address of
each employee to facilitate the dispatch of those subsequent written offers.
RB Land Between Freshwater Road and Rapid Creek
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for

L&~DS

Is a review of the land zoned RB between Freshwater Road and Rapid Creek
under way? If so, what is the purpose of the review?
ANSHER
The government has no plan or intention to review the zoning of the land
between Freshwater Road and Rapid Creek. The area provides a valuable green
belt for Darwin. I could not support any proposal to put it into more
intensive use. I hope that answers the honourable member's question.
Statute Law Review Committee
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
My question concerns the operations of the Statute Law Review Committee.
It will require a little explanation. There is an official committee in the
Northern Territory, known as the Northern Territory Law Reform Committee, which
is chaired by Sir Hilliam Kearney and made up of the Attorney-General, the
Solicitor-General, the Chief Magistrate, lawyers and the Parliamentary
Counsel. In respect of this question, I forfeit the papers I was reading
belonging to that committee. I have since been disabused of that. The
Statute Law Review Committee has issued 2 papers, one on prostitution and
one on the sale or supply of tobacco to children.
I have just discovered that this committee is a Country Liberal Party
committee. On it are 3 backbenchers: the members for Hanguri, Sadadeen and
Jingili. I am not suggesting that they are doing bad work. However, I am
confused entirely as to why a Country Liberal Party committee is being
serviced by senior government officers and is issuing papers under the
letterhead of the Parliamentary Counsel and where it sits in relation to the
proper committee that should be looking after law reform matters in the
Northern Territory, that committee which is chaired by Sir Hilliam Kearney.
Could the Chief Minister explain why this committee is operating and why
it has been given access to senior government officers, including the
Parliamentary Counsel? Will he give me an undertaking that any ad hoc Labor
Party committees that we decide to set up will be given the same degree of
assistance, not that I am suggesting that that is desirable? Could he also
advise why the Northern Territory Law Reform Committee, chaired by Sir Hilliam
Kearney, is not doing this work?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, about half a dozen issues were raised by the Leader of the
Opposition. Let me say to him at the outset that I believe that it is quite
proper for a committee of the party in government to be serviced by officers
working for the government in respect of supplying whatever information the
committee requires.
Mr B. Collins:
the parliament.

It is not a select committee.

It is not a committee of

Mr TUXWORTH: I am not arguing that it is a select committee or a
parliamentary committee. If it is a committee of the government and it needs
assistance and advice so that it can make recommendations to ministers and
government, then that is perfectly reasonable. Over the years, the Leader of
the Opposition and his colleagues have sought assistance on all sorts of
things. Where requests have been reasonable, they have been granted. That
will continue. If the Leader of the Opposition would like to provide me with
the papers that he is talking about, I will be able to address the matter in
its totality.

\

Lead-free Petrol
Mr VALE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

/

/

What is the current status concerning the introduction of lead-free petrol
to the Northern Territory? Is he aware of recent press reports which indicate
that, by 30 July next year, less than 15% of Australian motorists will have
converted to lead-free petrol, which is way below the original estimation?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, unleaded petrol is being distributed in the Northern Territory
at the present time. The first bulk shipment arrived in Darwin in early May
and is being delivered to service stations around the Territory where it will
replace standard petrol. Officers from the Departments of Mines and Energy,
and Transport and Works drove recently from Darwin to Alice Springs deliberately
to talk to service station proprietors, car dealers and distributors of internal
combustion engines to ensure that those people were well informed about the
introduction of unleaded petrol and what it meant. They found generally
that the oil industry had already advised its various agents and most service
stations were quite familiar with the system and were modifying their
equipment or putting in new equipment to handle unleaded petrol.
By the end of this year, unleaded petrol will be widely available along
the Stuart Highway. I am advised that it will be sold by more service
stations than presently sell standard. That is understandable because I think
it will be very much in demand if not very popular. New car dealers are also'
getting ready for the introduction of unleaded petrol. Generally, servicing
staff are looking forward to the arrival of the first unleaded petrol cars
because of the simplified tuning procedures required for them. Such cars are
likely to be on the market later this year. After 1 January next year, all
cars must be manufactured to standards which require unleaded petrol. One
saving grace for motorists and mechanics is that all the anti-poilution junk
currently on car engines, which makes them monsters to tune properly, will be
done away with and the internal combustion engine will, by and large, go back
to what it should be. The an,ti-pollution process will take place in the
exhaust system only rather than in the exhaust, sump, tappet cover,
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carburet tor etc.
Apparently, companies in the Territory which are selling 2 and 4-stroke
engines, such as motor mowers, generators etc, are not as well informed about
unleaded petrol. The visit by officers down the track cleared up quite a few
misconceptions. I would encourage companies involved in the selling of small
motorised equipment, which are not aware of the implications of the
introduction of unleaded petrol for their equipment, to obtain the information
quickly. Certainly, it is readily available from the Department of Mines and
Energy and all fuel companies.
Officers reported that, whilst the introduction of unleaded petrol can be
expected to go fairly smoothly, there may be slight inconvenience at some
service stations during the changeover because tanks currently carrying regular
petrol must be drained, flushed and filled up with unleaded petrol. This
process can take a day or 2 and there may be a small degree of inconvenience
in that regard. Members of the public requiring supplies of standard petrol
or its replacement ULP should check their service station as to when the
changeover is likely to take place and whether this might mean a temporary
disruption to supply.
The newspaper report that, by 30 July next year, less than 15% of cars
will be using unleaded petrol is obviously speculation. There has been a
great deal of controversy about the degree to which motorists will take to
unleaded petrol over the next few years. I had a talk to the Australian
Institute of Petroleum in Melbourne a couple of months back. It is quite
convinced that, in a few years time, super grade petrol will be as rare as
regular is today. We are currently selling something like 95% super and 5%
regular in Australia. Based on the rate at which people renew their cars,
in about 10 years time the situation will be reversed - 95% of cars will
require unleaded petrol and only 5% of cars on the road will still take super
grade petrol. I am not sure whether it is a good idea or not for Australia to
move to unleaded petrol. It is certainly a decision that was taken in the
interests of Sydney and Melbourne residents, possibly at the expense of
Australians elsewhere. It depends a little on one's view about whether to
allow cars to emit from their exhausts all those nasty chemicals or to take
steps to introduce unleaded petrol or some other measure.
Community Centre in Sadadeen
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Has the government any plans to provide a community centre in the Sadadeen
area of Alice Springs and, if so, has a site been chosen?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the member for Sadadeen for asking me that particular
question because I know it is of some concern to him. I have had the
opportunity in the last several weeks to travel around the Sadadeen area and
look at the rapid growth and development which is occurring there and the
need for infrastructure such as community or neighbourhood centres. The
people whom I travelled with favoured a neighbourhood centre similar to that
being developed in Palmerston. It has a school, a child-care facility and a
community hall. I understand that there is a steering committee, known as the
East Side Neighbourhood Centre Steering Committee, and currently it is looking
at applying for capital and recurrent funding through the Commonwealth
Department of Community Services for the establishment of a neighbourhood
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centre incorporating such a child-care facility. The Northern Territory
Department of Education has been approached also and I believe that the
availability of land adjacent to the community college in Sadadeen has been
considered by the steering committee as an ideal site. The Department of
Education has no objections to this proposal to date. However, I understand
that the final site is yet to be decided on and no doubt the honourable
Minister for Education will contact the East Side Neighbourhood Centre Steering
Committee to have that confirmed.
The steering committee's proposal is to be considered by the Northern
Territory's Children's Services Planning Committee in August. If the committee
gives its endorsement to the development of such a facility, naturally the
location of the site will have to be decided upon by all those people who are
concerned with its development. It is interesting to note, Mr Speaker, that
the Alice Springs' representatives on this particular committee include the
Mayor, Mrs Leslie Oldfield, as well as representatives from my department and
the federal Department of Community Services. Consultation between all those
departments is necessary for the development of a neighbourhood centre
because it involves getting together all the various groups within the
community and bringing them to one location. I would just like to tell the
honourable member for Sa dade en that this method has been very successful in the
Palmers ton ar~a where we have had a facility operating now for almost 12 months
down there.
This proposal will be considered in the light of the total federal budget
allocation for children's services in the Northern Territory and other
Northern Territory child care priorities, but it is being looked at. The
East Side Neighbourhood Centre Steering Committee and the committee which looks
at children's services planning right throughout the Territory will address this
problem within the next couple of months and I hope to be in a position to get
back to the honourable member for Sadadeen and inform him of the findings of
those various committees for the development of such a facility.
Nightcliff Planning Study
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
Could he provide a progress report on the Nightcliff planning study and
provide particularly information on the stage at which and the time when
public input to that study will be given?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I shall be happy to answer that question, and I am
particularly pleased to see that one of my constituents shows a high interest
in that study. The study in respect of Nightcliff was initiated last year as
a consequence of representations made by myself, as the local member, to the
then Minister for Lands. It was with some pleasure that I had the opportunity
subsequently to deal with it. The first stage involved a traffic planning
study to deal particularly with the problems associated with the intersection
of Dick Ward Drive and Progress Drive and around the Nightcliff Shopping
Centre area and areas related to that. That has been the subject of
considerable debate between the consultant who carried out that study and
the Department of Lands. At this stage, a series of options have been
proposed and those options will be placed on display in Nightcliff next week.
There will be a period for people to look at them and make public comment
before any decisions are made as to the direction we will take. There are
difficulties with each of the options that have been proposed and I more than
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anybody, Mr Speaker, am very concerned to ensure that the residents of
Nightcliff have a good opportunity to examine the various options that have
been proposed by the consultant and the department so that there can be
community input to that before final decisions are proposed to the community.
To answer that part of the question from the honourable member
specifically, the process of community consultation will start next week with
a series of options and constraints being provided and made available to the
community so that it can make assessments of the needs in that area. I
might add, Mr Speaker, that the second stage of the Nightcliff study, which
covers the whole of the Nightcliff and Rapid Creek area, is being carried
out by consultants and I would anticipate that the same procedure will be
adopted there. The objective would be to obtain a series of options and
proposals to take to the community from which comments would result. We
would receive as much comment as the community might wish to give and those
comments would then be considered and final proposals put to the community.
There will be a process of community consultation throughout. There is a
high degree of interest in this particular study in the Nightcliff area and,
as the local member, I have received a number of suggestions and representations
over the last 12 months all of which have been forwarded through to the
consultants and the department.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE - NOT ANSWERED BY 20 AUGUST 1985

NOTICE GIVEN ON DATE SHOWN

From 16 April 1985
King's Canyon Development

3. Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
In his press release of 20 February 1985 he said. in relation
to the proposed tourist resort development at King's Canyon.
that the Northern Territory government would 'ensure that
there is no repeat of Yulara where infrastructure for
Aboriginals was promised by the Commonwealth but not
provided'.
To what infrastructure is he referring?
Grants-in-Aid, Sporting Bodies

6. Mr SMITH to MINISTER for YOUTH. SPORT. RECREATION
and ETHNIC AFFAIRS
How. much money has been given to sporting organisations over
the last 5 years under the Grants-in-Aid scheme in
(a) Nhulunbuy; (b) Katherine; (c) Tennant Creek; (d) Alice
Springs; and (e) Darwin?
From 4 June 1985
Land Holdings, Myilly Point

8. Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
1.

What are the details of the arrangements made with the
Paspaley family and associated companies for the
acquisition of their land holdings within the area of
the proposed casino-condominium complex at Myilly Point?

2.

What alternative land has been offered as part of those
arrangements?

3.

Have arrangements been made or are they being negotiated
with other land holders within that area; and. if so.
what are the details?
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Travel outside Territory by Members

9. Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

Since the beginning of 1984, how many trips, financed by
the government, have been taken outside the Territory by
non-office holding Members of the Legislative Assembly?

2.

In respect of each of those trips (a) which Member was involved;
(b) what was the reason for the trip;
(c) where did the Member go; and
(d) what was the total cost?
Freight and Related Costs Inquiry

10. Mr SMITH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1.

What action has been taken by the government on part 1
of the report of the Inquiry into Freight and Related
Costs which was tabled on 1 March 1984?

2.

What further action is being considered?

3.

What action has been taken or is being considered in
respect of part 2 of the report of that Inquiry which
was tabled on 30 August 1984?
Gardens Hill Development

11. Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
1.

How much will the Housing Commission pay for the
pensioner units that will be constructed in Stage 1 of
the Gardens Hill Development?

2.

When will the Housing Commission be taking over those
units?

3.

Who called for the tenders for the development?

4.

What will be the developer's contribution to the
upgrading of services in the area (referred to in the
Minister's adjournment speech of 29 August 1984)?

5.

What is the component of land cost in the total cost of
$1.985m quoted by the Minister in his speech of
29 August 1984?
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From 20 August 1985
Overseas visits by Officeholders

14. Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

Since 1 January 1984, how many trips, financed by the
government, have been taken outside Australia by
office-holding Members of the Legislative Assembly?

2.

In respect of each of those trips (a) which Member was
involved; (b) by whom was the Member accompanied;
(c) when and where did the Member go; and (d) what was
the total cost of the trip to the government?

3.

In respect of each of the financial years 1982-83,
1983-84 and 1984-85, what amounts were paid out to each
office-holding Member of the Assembly for travelling
allowance including full details covering total payouts
and any subsequent reimbursements from Members?
Gas Pipeline

15. Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
1.

Did the Northern Territory government or its agents sign
any contracts for the purchase of pipes for the gas
pipeline?

2.

If so, (a) were those contracts transferred to the
'consortium' and (b) did this involve any cost to the
government?
Car Park, Doctor's Gully

16. Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
and HOUSING
Has the government allocated or paid any amount which has or
will be used for the construction of a car park adjacent to
the Doctor's Gully fish-feeding venture and, if so, please
give details?
Land holding, Doctor's Gully

17. Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
1.

Was the sale of the land at Doctor's Gully to Marshall
Perron for a fish-feeding business subject to any
conditions?

2.

If so, (a) what were the conditions and (b) have they
been complied with?
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Coal jetty, Channel Island

18. Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
1.

What was the cost of manufacture of the steel
for the proposed coal jetty at Channel Island?

pilings

2.

Does the decision to have a gas-fired generation plant
mean that the pilings are now not needed?

3.

If so, what action has been taken or is planned for
their alternative use or disposal?
Court Proceedings - Northern Territory Government

19. Mr B. COLLINS to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
1.

Since self-government, in what proceedings has the
Northern Territory government been involved before
either the High Court or the Federal Court?

2.

In respect of each proceedings, what was the cost to the
government?
Land, Myilly Point

20. Mr B. COLLINS-to MINISTER for LANDS
What is the total amount paid to date by the government for
land acquisition in the Myilly Point area? In addition, have
further amounts been committed and, if so, how much?
Backbench Committees

21. Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

What committees have been formed of government
backbenchers to carry out official functions or
investigations on behalf of the government?

2.

In respect of each committee, what government resources
have been made available to it and at what cost?

3.

Have any of i: !lese committees submitted progress or fi na 1
reports? If so, please give details
(including
ava il abil ity).

4.

If not, please advise, for each committee, when its
report is due or expected.
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Performing Arts Centre, Darwin

22. Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
In relation to the Darwin Performing Arts Centre, (a) what is
the latest estimated cost to the Northern Territory
government, of the Darwin Performing Arts Centre; (b) what
was the original estimated cost; (c) please give details of
the reasons for any increase; (d) when will the Centre be
open for use; (e) what was the originally planned date for
the Centre to open; and (f) what are the reasons for any
delay?
New Age Thinking Seminars

23. Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

Are New Age Thinking Seminars
public servants?

still

being held for'

2.

How many public servants have attended the seminars and
at what cost to the government?

3.

Were tenders called for the seminars or were quotes for
similar courses obtained and, if so, what are the
details?

4.

Was any commission paid, or did any benefits accrue
directly or indirectly, to the Northern Territory agent
of the Pacific Institute of Seattle, for the use of the
semi nars by the Northern Terri tory government and, i {
so, give details?
Land Claim Court Costs

24. Mr B. COLLINS to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
What was the cost to the Northern Territory government of the
Appeal to the full Federal Court of Australia in the case of
Perron and the Northern Territory Planning Authority v.
Central Land Council?

no

Advertising

25. Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
What have been the costs of advertising by the Territory
Insurance Office for each month since July 1984 for (a) television;
(b) radio; and
(c) other media?
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Waramunga Land Claim

26. Mr EOE to CHIEF MINISTER
What was the cost to the Northern Territory Government for
its opposition to the Waramunga land claim during the period
1 January 1982 to 31 July 1985 for (a)

private consultants and QCs
government's case;

(b)

internal costs incurred by (i)
(ii)
(iii)

(c)

engaged to prepare the

Department of Community Development;
Department of Law;
Chief Minister's Department; and

the total cost of defending this land claim?
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Electorate Office - Member for Elsey

12. Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

What were the costs of (a) removal;
and
(b) new
furnishings, fittings etc, for the recent change of
office of the Member for Elsey to the new TIO Building
in Katherine?

2.

What are the
premises?

rental costs of both the old and the new

ANSWER
1.

2.

(a)

The removalists account is $100.00;

(b)

New furnishings - $2440 and fittings $56 994. This
amount includes partitioning, window frames and
glazing, electrical, mechanical and consultants
fees of $5450.

Old premises approximately 55 square metres @ $70.90 per
square metre per annum.
New premises 135 square metres
metre per annum.

@ $135.00 per

square

Sale of Government Vehicles

13. Mr SMITH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
and HOUSING
1.

How many government vehicles, divided by class, have been
sent out of the Northern Territory?

2.

Which company was awarded the contract to
vehicles to the point of sale?

3.

By whom were the vehicles sold?

4.

How were the vehicles sold?

5.

What was the average price for each class of vehicle?

transport

the

ANSWER
1.

A total of 36 vehicles have
Brisbane and 12 to Sydney.
utilities, 7 4x4 utilities,
1 4x4 station wagon, 4 hatches,
cab and 1 panel van.

2.

TNT Car Carrying, Winnellie Road, were contracted to
transport 12 vehicles to Sydney.
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been sent interstate, 24 to
They consist of 6 light
9 sedans, 6 station wagons,
1 4x4 swb hardtop, 1 twin

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Autoways, Stuart Highway, were contracted to transport the
remaining vehicles to Brisbane.
3.

The Brisbane vehicles were sold by Southside Auto Auctions
Pty Ltd, 456 Logan Road, Stones Corner and the Sydney
vehicles were sold by Christeys Motor Auctions,
25 Derbyshire Road, Leichhardt.

4.

All vehicles were sold by public auction.

5.

Class of Vehicle

Quantity

Light utilities
4x4 utilities
Sedans
Station wagons
4x4 station wagons
Hatches
4x4 swb hardtop
TI'Ii n cab
Panel van

6
7
9

6
1
4
1
1
1
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Average Price
$

3708
6110
5072
4366
10 750
2031
7700
4350
2750
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Child-Care Services in Katherine
Mr DALE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Mr Speaker, I ask this question on your behalf as the member for Elsey.
What steps have been taken to meet growing demands for child-care services in
Katherine?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the issue of child-care facilities in Katherine is one that we
have been looking at for the past 6 months. It would appear that there is a
bit of a baby boom in Katherine. I am not sure whether that is a result of
your direct representation of the area, but the area seems to be developing at
quite a rapid rate. As a result, various working parties have been set up to
establish facilities. As you would be aware, the government's intention has
been to develop child-care facilities into neighbourhood centres and district
centres as has occurred in Palmerston. I understand that the member for Elsey
has some reservations about the development of those facilities within high
schools and primary schools and there has been some reluctance on the part of
various people involved in the development of child-care facilities in
Katherine to proceed along those lines. As a result, the Women's Adviser in
my department has met with people in Katherine. Various locations were
inspected which were deemed suitable for the provision of child-care
facilities and I understand that a particular facility has been selected. It
is hoped that we will be able to open a child-care facility as an interim
measure.
I say 'interim' because, if the Tindal project proceeds, the rapid
development expected in Katherine will require a lot more facilities.
However, I am happy to advise that a facility has been set up, a working party
has commenced and child-care facilities will proceed in Katherine on an
interim basis within the very near future.
Child-care Regulations
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Is it a fact that, since the introduction of the Community Welfare Act in
April 1984, there have been no regulations governing standards of child-care
centres?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the question of regulations for child-care centres is one that
the department's Children's Services Bureau has been addressing. In fact, we
are now seeking leave for one of the officers within the Children's Services
Bureau to develop legislation governing this particular area.
I understand
that they have operated under the previous standards which have been in
operation for some time. These state the number of children allowed in each
child-care area and the play area that must be available. I will inform the
member for Millner of the regulations that the bureau is currently acting on
and the status of those regulations.
I can advise the Assembly that
legislation is being drafted at the moment to introduce new regulations to
cover a wide range of activities including extended day care and 24-hour day
care. I will advise the member for Millner of the status of the legislation
which is currently being enacted to cover those areas.
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Renal Dialysis Unit
Mr VALE to SPECIAL MINISTER for CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Mr Speaker, I direct my question to the Minister for Constitutional
Development in his former role as Minister for Health.
It follows earlier
questions that I have asked of the minister in this Assembly. Is he aware
that there are 10 former residents of central Australia now residing in
Adelaide in order to receive dialysis treatment? Two more patients from
central Australia are expected to move to Adelaide shortly so that they can
also undergo this treatment. Can he advise the current status of the proposal
to set up a renal dialysis unit in Alice Springs and will consideration be
given to the temporary use of one of the vacant wards in the hospital for this
purpose?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I assume that I have your leave to answer that question. The
latest information that I have is that there are currently 6 patients in
South Australia on full-time renal dialysis treatment.
Nonetheless, the
number has the potential to grow in the manner of an exponential curve. There
is no doubt that there is a deep-seated problem, particularly in central
Australia, of kidney and liver failure. It is not a major problem yet but it
is likely to be one very soon.
The position in South Australia is that, in order to look after its own
patients, quite obviously it cannot look after the ever-growing number of
patients in the Northern Territory. It is not reasonable though to try to set
up a renal dialysis unit in a vacant ward of the existing Alice Springs
Hospital. There is only one way to do it and that is to build a
special-purpose facility.
That is precisely what I advised this Assembly
about 2 sittings ago.
It is a very expensive business. The figures that I was quoted varied
between $179 000 and $180 000 with a recurrent expenditure expectation of
about $65 000. That advice comes from Adelaide. Of course, without knowing
what the position is in the Northern Territory, to do it would cost probably
double that. Nonetheless, it is subject to the availability of government
funds.
Compliments of a person in another place, this particular financial
year is hardly one in which we can look forward to having any excess funds. I
do not know just what this government can do this financial year.
Nonetheless, one of the last things I did do as Minister for Health last week
was to instruct the department that a formal submission be put up to Cabinet
in order that at least Cabinet is fully familiarised with the extent of the
problem.
I have no doubt that my colleagues, when fully apprised of the
difficulties, will be seeking to do everything they can to overcome them.
I
can only plead and ask the incoming Minister for Health to make a further plea
to the South Australian authorities to assist us over this difficult period,
at least until we can establish our own facilities.
The reason why we simply cannot tack it onto an existing ward in the old
By
Alice Springs Hospital is because of the quality of the plumbing needed.
plumbing, I mean all of the hygiene equipment and control systems which are
necessary for renal dialysis equipment. It is not really as it used to be
whereby one could just flush these machines out. Indeed, we had a wonderful
guy in this Chamber, Mr Justice Ward, who used to plug himself into his
machine at home. That is fine if you have a machine dedicated to a particular
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patient. Our problem is that, in addition to the normal renal failures in
central Australia, we have another rampant problem: hepatitis B. That is a
highly-contagious infection which can be transmitted from blood to blood.
Quite obviously, the staff involved in any renal dialysis treatment of a
patient who has hepatitis B would need to take a great deal of additional
care. Monitoring and sterilisation of the equipment would need to take place.
Given the difficulty of our suspected patients and our anticipated
patients, it is a task which must be undertaken properly. As a result, it
would require a great deal of expenditure. No doubt the new minister will
form his own conclusions but I am still of the view that only a
special-purpose addition to the Bloomfield Community Health Centre is the
answer to the problem. I do not think it is the sort of thing you simply tack
onto a hospital.
It would create severe difficulties because of the
possibility of cross-infection, particularly if it were within the confines of
a hospital 'where the people are suffering from all sorts of post-operative
recovery problems and so on. I think it is something that really needs to be
isolated.
I do not want to over-dramatise the risks involved but there are
risks that should not be taken. It is a priority and, given the capacity to
pay for it, I believe it ought to be done properly in the first instance.
That is why I have asked for a Cabinet submission to.
In the meantime, I
think we can only rely on the best offices of the South Australian authorities
to maintain the present services.
Article Alleging AIDS Spread Among Aborigines
Mr B. COLLINS to SPECIAL MINISTER for CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
I ask the minister this question in his former capacity as Minister for
Health. The front page of last week's Sunday Territorian carried an extremely
alarming story in respect of a major testing program being carried out
specifically for AIDS in Aboriginal communities. It was much to my alarm
because, just the week before, I visited the health centres in my electorate
and they either knew nothing about it or did not mention it to me. The Acting
Secretary of the Department of Health, Dr Quinn, quite comprehensively
rebutted the story this morning on Territory Extra. What is the correct
position in regard to the matters raised in that newspaper report?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the Leader of the Opposition for that question. I can
imagine the way in which this article upset him. I must say in all frankness
that it upset and annoyed me intensely. I am not going to cast any aspersions
upon the journalist. He came to me some 2 weeks ago with an awareness that
there were health difficulties in Aboriginal communities, particularly in some
remote Aboriginal communities. With genuine and proper motivation, he wanted
to find out the facts. I obtained from the Department of Health a full and
comprehensive briefing.
I must admit that I did not tell the Department of
Health that it was for dissemination to the media. Perhaps that was mistake
number one.
On the other hand, I do not believe that Ministers for Health in any
government should hide from the public realities and serious problems, and we
have them.
I think the public is entitled to the information. In that way,
the public can be alerted to the fact that governments must simply expend vast
amounts of money on curing these problems. I think the public ought to be
aware that only from the federal government can we find the necessary
financial resources.
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What I think upset the Leader of the Opposition, as it upset me, was the
extremely damaging and false allegation that there were specific blood tests
being carried out among Aboriginal people, particularly in the Arnhem area, in
relation to the disease AIDS. That is one point. But then, when you couple
that with an equally false - and I am no expert on these things - allegation
that that has something to do with a traditional sexual behaviour of young
men, the damage becomes pretty obvious.
Mr Speaker, as I understand it, there is no truth in either allegation. I
categorically state that there is no specific program going on at the moment
to target Aboriginal people for blood tests for the disease AIDS. What is
going on is a series of normal blood tests as a result of an ever-increasing
incidence of sexually-transmitted diseases.
In addition to that, I have
already mentioned the difficulty we have among Aboriginal people.
It is a
genetic problem which we cannot understand. I wish we could because then we
might be able to address it. We have the best medical brains in the country
working on it. Thank goodness for the Menzies School of Health Research. I
In
think it will be an institute of great value to the Northern Territory.
any event, for some reason or other, Aboriginal people are more susceptible to
the hepatitis B strain than we are. We are the fortunate ones.
We must do
something about all the Aboriginal people who are subject to it.
However, given the rapid increase of sexually-transmitted diseases and the
need to monitor hepatitis B, the Department of Health is carrying out blood
tests. What a nonsense it would be, when one has a vial full of blood and is
looking for other things, not to take the opportunity to check for AIDS.
It
is completely logical. It is quite unreasonable to connect that routine check
for AIDS in a sample which is being used for other purposes with deliberate
targeting of Aboriginal people as if we suspected them of carrying AIDS
because of a mythical analogy between that and the alleged behaviour of young
Aboriginal people.
When you start to do that sort of thing, the net result is that any plans
the Minister for Education might have in relation to the integration of
Kormilda and Yirara Colleges will automatically cause unwarranted fear among
non-Aboriginal people and indeed Aboriginal people, particularly if it
involves an area that allegedly is prone to it. There is already enough
difficulty in Aboriginal/non-Aboriginal relationships. This we need like a
hole in the head, particularly when it is utterly and completely baseless.
I have spoken with the journalist involved. I am quite sure that, when I
explained the realities of that article to him, the news upset him as much as
it upset me. Between the time of writing a story and its publication, an
awful lot of things can happen to it. I have no doubt that the author of that
article did not deliberately write into it the implications which any person
reasonably would have constructed from it. Nonetheless, any reasonable person
would have read those implications into that article. It is a matter of great
regret to me indeed.
Gunn Point Prison Farm
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER FOR CORRECTIONAL SERVICES
Will the prison farm continue in situ at Gunn Point or will it be moved to
another place?
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ANSWER
Mr Deputy Speaker, the prison farm at Gunn Point has been in the paper of
late and has prompted questions in one way or another from the honourable the
member for Koolpinyah. The issue of Gunn Point remaining as a prison farm is
one that I have addressed in recent months, and in particular in light of the
Apsey report which was a review of correctional services in the Northern
It is my
Territory and which was tabled in this Assembly some months back.
belief that, for the moment, Gunn Point Prison Farm will remain where it is.
As I said in this Assembly many times, the cost of keeping prisoners
behind bars is becoming very expensive - about $12m per year and $92 per
person per day at Berrimah or Alice Springs. On the other hand, the cost of
keeping prisoners in an institution such as Gunn point is dramatically lower.
I am not saying that it is simply a cost-saving factor but we simply cannot
incarcerate people, let them serve their time and then open the shute and let
them bolt out on the day they have finished their term of imprisonment. In
short, I believe the prison farm has much to offer at Gunn Point.
Some
comments have been raised of late as a result of the recent prison escape. We
have reviewed some of the prisoners there and 4 of them have been returned to
the more secure surrounds of the Berrimah Prison.
As you no doubt realise, Mr Deputy Speaker, I announced recently the
establishment of a prison industry committee that will look at ways and means
of occupying the prisoners' time in productive work. One of those projects is
numberplate printing. It is carried out in many institutions throughout
Australia and it is done very successfully. It is a labour-intensive industry
and currently contracts are awarded outside the Northern Territory.
As you
would realise from today's statehood debate, charity begins at home and we
will be moving towards the development of various types of industries within
our prisons.
One of the other industries which we are looking at is the development of
a woodchip industry. The industry advisory committee is looking at that in
close consultation with the Conservation Commission. There is timber
available at Gunn Point, some of which needs thinning out. Woodchip is worth
quite a lot of money. The forestry area located at Gunn Point will enable us
to venture viably into the woodchip industry. I believe that there is a role
for Gunn Point to play where it is situated at the moment. There are
industrial opportunities.
I might add that there have been 7 prison escapes from Gunn Point,
including the case of one inmate who escaped on a tractor. When he was
apprehended by the police a short time later, he said he was en route to
Berrimah Prison, and he was returned. There has been another escape involving
2 inmates. Luckily, they came back to Gunn Point some days later telling
horrific tales of being chased by buffalo and crocodiles. They were glad to
get back into the secure surrounds of Gunn Point prison and 3 meals a day.
There is a saying in the community and some institutions that, if we left
the door open, people would complain about the draught. What we are looking
at now is getting the prisoners involved in labour-intensive areas where we
can develop some of the industries that are available using the labour force
provided by the prison. It is indeed a problem for the Northern Territory
because we still have 5 times the Australian average imprisonment rate.
Furthermore, our remand situation is nothing to laugh about.
We face the
problem in prison farms such as Gunn Point - and I will be making other
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statements on prison farms in the coming sittings of this Assembly - of
getting people involved in labour-intensive industries and ensuring that they
can make use of their time in prison to develop skills and trade
qualifications. The objective is to enable them to re-enter the work force
and fulfil a useful role within the community. In catering and tourism, for
example, the correctional services industry provides the only competition for
the School of Hospitality and Tourism. This is because many of the chefs have
been produced by the Department of Correctional Services. They sit for the
Certificate of Catering which is awarded to them through the Darwin Institute
of Technology. These activities are also encouraged and developed at Gunn
Point.
In short, Mr Deputy Speaker, I believe there is a role for Gunn Point to
ensure that prison industries develop and prosper. For the time being, Gunn
Point will be maintained as a prison farm.
Petrol Rationing
Mr EDE to MINISTER for MINES AND ENERGY
At the time petrol rationing was introduced
normal supply were there for Darwin and,
vulnerability to natural disasters, what action
supplies do not again fall to a level where it
rationing?

last week, how many days of
given Darwin's isolation and
has been taken to ensure that
becomes necessary to introduce

ANSWER
Such a question deserves a careful reply. I am sure honourable members
are interested in this matter. Expecting a question on the subject, I had
some notes prepared. On Monday 12 August, there were 1890 t of super petrol
in the Darwin tank farm. At a normal rate of consumption, that would have
lasted 9 days. At that point in time, the BP Enterprise had not left Kwinana
in Western Australia. As normal steaming time to Darwin for the tanker is
7 days, that would have meant that, at best, we would have had enough fuel for
1 day left in the Darwin tank farm when the tanker arrived; that is, if
rationing procedures had not been introduced.
In addition to that, some
service stations, particularly those supplied by Ampol, would have run out
earlier than the 9 days of supply that we had in total. That could have
caused panic buying.
The government has a general policy of non-intervention in the commercial
activities of the fuel companies. But when they fail to manage themselves
responsibly and put in jeopardy the service to the community, the government
is prepared to examine all the options open to it. Darwin is serviced by
4 major companies - Shell, BP, Mobil and Ampol - all of which have storage
facilities in the Dinah Beach tank farm. The companies do not have equal
storage capacity and, in some instances, 1 company holds stock on behalf of
all companies; for example, Mobil at present holds all the stock of unleaded
petrol.
Based on normal average usage figures computed by oil companies and the
department, the Dinah Beach tank farm's maximum storage capacity is:
super petrol - 99 days;
unleaded
or
standard
petrol - 300 days;
distillate - 78 days; avgas - 109 days; avtur, which is jet fuel - 104 days;
and fuel oil - 102 days. The Department of Mines and Energy monitors stocks
on a weekly basis. During 1984, average weekly stocks were: super - 45 days;
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unleaded
petrol - 108 days;
distillate - 31 days;
avgas - 41 days;
avtur - 46 days; and fuel oil - 42 days. Since early 1984, weekly stocks have
dropped below 30 days as follows: super - 8 times; distillate - 8 times;
avgas - 5 times. Since early 1984, stocks have fallen below 10 days as
follows:
super - 2 times; distillate - 1 time; and avgas 2 times.
When
distillate fell below 10 days supply in late 1984, emergency procedures were
commenced but not promulgated. Very strong communications were sent to the
companies at that time but the situation was not regarded as serious enough to
threaten fuel supplies.
Low-stock positions caused by the non-arrival of the scheduled tanker can
be attributed to a variety of external factors. These have most commonly been
engineering breakdowns on the tanker or at the refinery, interstate or local
industrial disputes, weather delays and schedule complexities. There are a
limited number of tankers on the Australian coast and 1 delay can seriously
affect subsequent planned shipping programs.
The Fuel Emergency Advisory
Committee meets when stock forecasts indicate an emergency situation is likely
to arise. This group oversees the situation and advises the government on the
best course of action to conserve stocks and a possible contingency action by
the companies or government.
We have options to maintain stocks at a higher level.
Firstly, we can
rely on industry, as we have done in the past, and attempt to give it a ginger
up from time to time by complaining about specific incidents. That has been
practised. Secondly, the government Gould hold stocks itself. Thirdly, ,the
government could require companies to hold minimum stocks. The first
option - relying on the industry - is the situation at present. In general,
it is considered - and this is advice and not necessarily my
opinion - satisfactory that there have been 2 declared fuel emergencies and
2 alerts during the last 18 months.
Option 2 is for the government to hold stocks. The government could hold
stocks either on its own behalf in separate tanks or have companies hold
stocks of government fuel. I point out that there is no point in the
government holding an emergency stock of, say, super petrol. If you are
talking about the town running out of fuel, you have to hold the amount of
each fuel you require as a buffer. To hold 30 days stocks of super, diesel
and avgas would cost $10.62m. That is the cost of the stock. Of course, that
could be converted to a finance holding charge in order to pay $10.6m worth of
interest perpetually. Then you can have that value of fuel tied up. The cost
of holding these stocks is estimated at $1.9m annually, equal to a cost of
0.4¢ per litre. There would be additional costs for leasing of tanks from the
companies and government administration.
Therefore, that $10.62m that I
mentioned is solely the value of the fuel itself.
Option 3 is for the government to require companies to hold minimum
stocks.
Legislation to require companies to hold a minimum stock of 30 days
could be based on a licence system whereby you would need a licence to
wholesale fuel in the Territory. The licence would of course be conditional.
The companies would in all probability seek to pass on the cost of holding
such stock to the consumer. The estimate of these charges is somewhere
between 0.3¢ to 0.5¢ per litre. Therefore, with normal town usage of 50 L per
week, motorists would pay an extra 25¢ per week or $13 per year. That does
not sound like a great deal of money and some people may say that it is a good
idea and that we should all pay the extra sum. I would be happy to hear
comments on this matter. I presume the honourable member for Stuart will be
giving us his comments during the next few days. I would like to hear what
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people think. What are people prepared to pay for the luxury of not having
fuel rationing introduced from time to time to reduce the possibility of
running out of fuel totally? I have been in Darwin a long time and I cannot
remember a time when we were completely out of fuel. During the past
18 months or so, however, there have been 2 occasions when rationing had to be
introduced to conserve stocks but, as I understand it, there was no occasion
when we were out of any particular fuels. The recent rationing related only
to super petrol. There were very adequate stocks of diesel. Avgas has been
very short of late and some has been trucked in. There were a few more days
supply of unleaded petrol than there were petrol supplies. I urge people to
think carefully before adopting the simple solution to the whole problem and
advocating that we hold $10m worth of fuel in stock.
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Gas Pipeline
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
There are 2 parts to the question. What steps are being taken by the
Department of Mines and Energy, either solely or in conjunction with the
Department of Primary Production and or the Conservation Commission, to
prevent the possible spread of noxious weeds, including mimosa, where
machinery constructing the gas pipeline carries seed along the route?
Further, what steps are being taken by the department to ensure that
large-scale erosion does not emanate from the gas pipeline works?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have some information for the honourable member and I am
sure other honourable members will be interested. I can advise that control
of soil erosion, like all environmental and other technical controls in
relation to the pipeline, is exercised through the Energy Pipelines Act.
The
licence issued under that act contained specific conditions which must be
adhered to by NT Gas. Furthermore, power exists under the act for myself or
senior departmental officers to issue directions to the licensees. Licence
conditions include compliance by NT Gas with detailed environmental management
safeguards developed during the environmental assessment of the pipeline
project. These provisions go into some detail with regard to erosion control
measures and my department has ensured that they are followed through in
project contract documentation.
Specific erosion control methods include the conservation of root stock,
the respreading of topsoil over the pipeline corridor to encourage
regeneration and drainage control, including contouring and erosion control
banks to minimise gullying. Of course, the erosion control includes
engineering solutions and the pipeline industry has considerable expertise in
this field. The last thing that a pipeline operator wants is for his pipeline
to be exposed by erosion and the industry has great experience in avoiding the
problem.
Mr Speaker, Williams Brothers, the engineers for this project, have
2 scientific personnel specifically watching out for environmental problems
during the construction of the pipeline. At river crossings, construction
techniques receive particular scrutiny and the Water Resources Division of the
Department of Transport and Works has considerable expertise in the design of
the pipe across rivers. In addition, the Department of Mines and Energy has
engaged its own consultant. The consultant has an experienced pipeline
construction and environmental inspector living and working with the
construction crew to monitor on a daily basis compliance with the licence
conditions.
One of the problems that has been encountered previously is the use of
restored right of way as an access track by vehicles. Honourable members will
appreciate that clearings through the scrub will be considerable between here
and Alice Springs and the use of such areas by off-road vehicles could cause
problems. The intention is to ensure that the right of way is fully covered
with vegetation and, during the regeneration phase, it will be deliberately
obstructed with fallen trees, earth clumps etc to discourage vehicles from
using the track.
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Although a great deal of attention needs to be paid to this issue to
ensure the right result is obtained, I feel confident that it will be obtained
because of the convergence of the needs of the environment and the pipeline
itself as well as the careful attention by the inspectors from my department.
In addition to Department of Mines and Energy pipeline inspectors, there are
inspectors employed by Williams Brothers, the project engineers.
The
Conservation Commission Environment Unit will be making occasional inspections
independently of the formal role of the Department of Mines and Energy. The
Department of Mines and Energy has a consultant firm called Pipetech on the
project. It is expert in the field and will be virtually living with the
The contractors themselves have their own managers who
construction crews.
are there all the time and who are aware of their contractual obligations.
Harry Butler is working for Williams Brothers as an environmental adviser on
the project. If we have any problems, it might be with inspectors falling
over each other in trying to find something out of place.
On the question of weed control, the same general principles apply as far
as monitoring is concerned. Detailed planning took place before construction
commenced and field survey crews included environmental consultants watching
for areas where a risk of spread of noxious weeds existed. As a routine
precaution, all vehicles and plant coming onto the project are thoroughly
washed down to prevent the introduction of disease or plant life from
interstate. Strict controls exist on the behaviour of construction personnel
during the construction phase. Detailed environmental guidelines, including
provision for the prevention of weed control, have been issued to all field
supervision staff. Construction personnel are not allowed off the 30 m right
of way. Movement of vehicles in high risk areas will be monitored, frequent
spot checks will be made and, where necessary, wash-down procedures will be
instituted at strategic points. We cannot tell where the weeds have been
transported until the next growing season. For this reason, the licensees
will have an ongoing responsibility under their licence to monitor the right
of way for the spread of noxious weeds.
Private agreements have been-entered into with landholders along the route
and, under these agreements, the licensees have a clear obligation to make
good any damage caused by the project. This would include the eradication of
~ny weed spread that got past the control procedures that are in place during
construction. In addition, the Department of Mines and Energy, with advice
from the Conservation Commission and the Department of Primary Production,
will be carrying out follow-up monitoring of erosion and weed control measures
after the project is completed.
I am sure that the government is doing all it can to ensure that this
project goes smoothly and with absolute minimal damage. That damage which
does become evident will be addressed very quickly.
Nhulunbuy Wharf Facility
Mr LEO to MINISTER for PORTS and FISHERIES
Who will control the operation of the new public wharf facility in
Nhulunbuy which is to be built at a cost of $0.48m to Territory taxpayers? If
the managers are not part of a government instrumentality, what guidelines
will the proposed managers be obliged to operate under?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will respond to that question later today.
Katherine East Subdivision Stage 2
Mr BELL to MINISTER for LANDS
I preface my question by referring him to the contract to develop the
Katherine east subdivision stage 2. Will he table estimates of costs and
returns for this subdivision?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I take that question on notice.

I will refer to it later.

Federal Budget Effects on NT Tourism Development
Mr VALE to the TREASURER
Given that one of the major economic thrusts of the Northern Territory
government in recent years has been to develop tourism, how does he view the
impact of last night's federal budget on the Territory's tourism development?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the impact of the budget on the Northern Territory is really
important for honourable members to understand. Could I preface my remarks by
saying that full credit must go to the federal Treasurer for the way he has
tackled the issue of getting the deficit down to $4900m. I think it is fair
to say that that effort was far outside anybody's expectations and is good
news for the country.
Setting politics aside, all Australians should applaud the government's
determination to appear before the next wage hearing and argue for the
discounting of the next wage increase so that it does not take account of the
devaluation. That is another aspect of the budget that I believe is good for
Australia and, ultimately, will be good for the Northern Territory.
Mr Speaker, there were no surprises for the Northern Territory in terms of
additional cuts. We had those in the mini-budget in March when the Northern
Territory copped about 10% of the mini-budget cuts even though we have 1% of
the population. The other cuts that we received as a result of the federal
government's activity at the Premiers Conference and its interference with the
memorandum relating to the subsidy for NTEC have also been indicated in this
Assembly. So far as we can see, there are no further intrusions into the
Northern Territory's funding arrangements that would require the government to
introduce additional taxes in the budget that is to be brought down next week.
There are some aspects of the budget that are a matter of concern for all
Territorians. Firstly, let me say that the announcement by the government
that there is a concession for primary producers and fishermen of 2.4¢ a litre
for diesel to run their operations is good news for the Northern Territory's
agricultural sector. Let there be no mistake that people in the bush are
suffering badly and this sort of relief will go a long way towards easing
their problems. Let us also bear in mind that it is giving back to them
2.4¢ a litre that was taken from them in March. Let us also bear in mind that
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the fishermen of this country who are operating offshore over 100 miles out
are also paying a levy for diesel fuel that goes towards building roads in the
bicentennial roads program. They have not exactly received a reasonable deal
out of it but it is a big improvement.
My great concern in the budget was the fact that there was no provision
made for funding the Darwin Airport and the completion of the construction
that is already under way. You would remember, Mr Speaker, that the Darwin
Airport was conceived some 5 years ago, it ran the gamut of a public works
committee, about $20m was expended directly or indirectly on the project, and
then it was stopped. It is one thing to review the project, and take 6 months
to do it - and that has already happened - but it is quite obvious from the
budget now that the government has no intention of providing any funding for
the Darwin Airport under the arrangements that were announced last night.
It
really sticks in one's craw when one considers that Townsville was allocated
$14m last night for an airport. Given that there are 2 international airports
in Queensland already, at Cairns and Brisbane, it would not have been
unreasonable to expect the Northern Territory to get a go and allow completion
of the work that has already started. That is most important in terms of the
Territory because much of our infrastructure development at the moment - the
construction of hotels etc - has been based on the promise to complete the
airport by 1986. We now have a lot of money being spent in this town, much of
it offshore, on tourist infrastructure, and it was reasonably assumed that
that infrastructure would benefit from the construction of the airport. That
is a matter of great concern.
There were no funds indicated in the budget last night for ALOP agreements
between local government and the Commonwealth. That is a matter of concern in
the sense that the Northern Territory government and the Alice Springs Town
Council have been negotiating for some time with the federal Minister for
Transport to try to put in place an ALOP arrangement for the Alice Springs
Airport. It would appear that funds will not be available to effect that in
this financial year.
The other area of concern is Kakadu. Kakadu was given an extra $2m to $3m
for infrastructure in that area and that is totally inadequate. The federal
government was aware of it.
Mr B. Collins:
the country?

You do realise that it is the best-funded national park in

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, it may be the best-funded national park in the
country but it is not adequately funded.
Mr B. Collins:

Of course not.

Mr TUXWORTH: That is the point that I am getting to. In fact, on 2 or 3
occasions, the federal government has committed itself to spending $30m at
least in that area to provide suitable infrastructure, Nothing has happened
so far other than the ordering of the barbecue kits. The $2m that has been
offered in this budget is totally inadequate.
The Leader of the Opposition referred yesterday to the fact that I support
totally the development of tourism in that region and the role that the
Aboriginal people of Arnhem land can play in promoting Kakadu National Park.
I do support that concept but, whatever happens, we will need tourist
infrastructure in that area. The $2m is really barking at the moon.

174

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Wednesday 21 August 1985
-------------------------------------------------

I think all Territorians, particularly the people of Katherine, would
welcome the announcement that Tindal will get $28m this year for its
development. That is good news for Katherine and it will also be supported in
our budget next week with necessary funds to develop the town.
Another area of great concern for Territorians is the accelerated Stuart
Highway program. Honourable members will recall that, on the announcement of
the cancellation oT the railway, the federal government made great play of the
fact that we would receive an extra $9m a year for 3 years to upgrade the
Stuart Highway. Actually, in the first year, we received $2.5m out of
the $9m, and now that whole vote seems to have disappeared from the budget
papers. It could be shown in another place or it could be that we have had
our chips totally. I think the latter is more likely.
Mr Speaker, I want to reflect again on the $40m NTEC subsidy. We have had
many discussions in this Assembly on the reduction of that subsidy.
It is
truly unfortunate that it has happened, and it has hurt the people of the
Northern Territory terribly through the adjustment of electricity charges.
There are a couple uf other areas of interest. One is the Commonwealth
new works program in the Northern Territory which is shown as $1.8m. That
would not seem to be much but I think we need to take into account that there
are other votes in the budget - such as the Tindal vote - that reflect a
considerable Commonwealth contribution to the Territory.
Perhaps the new
works program does not reflect the total commitment.
I must also welcome the commitment of $lm by the Commonwealth towards the
buy-out of the prawn boats. There is no doubt in the mind of anyone who has
anything to do with the fishing industry that our prawn fishery is in a state
of chaos. It has been for some time. Somebody needs to take care of its
management and start to deal with the excessive number of boats operating in
the fishery. Put simply, we have about 17 000 t of effort looking for 4000 t
You do not have to be smart to realise that many people will go
of prawns.
broke in an exercise like that. In the last 12 months, we have suffered the
problem of prawn boats getting into the nurseries and raiding them. That is
not helping the fishery at all. Therefore, the Commonwealth's contribution to
start buying out boats is welcome.
People of the Territory will also welcome the news that a radar facility
will be built at Gove at a cost of about $1.3m. Attracting funding like that
from his federal counterparts is a feather in the cap for the local member.
The rest of the Territory wishes they could do the same.
Mr Speaker, let me conclude by saying that all Australians must
acknowledge the achievement of reducing the deficit to $4900m. We must also
bear in mind that we have only had the first half of the budget. It will be
interesting to see what the rest of the budget contains when it is brought
down in September.
Teachers in Alice Springs Schools
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Why are certain teachers in schools like Ross Park and Gillen
letters advising them to apply for their own jobs in 1986?
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ANSI~ER

Mr Speaker, I thank the honourable member for his question. I am aware of
the situation that has arisen, and I have received a number of letters on that
particular issue.
It is indeed unfortunate that things have happened in the way they have.
The department was trying to give teachers who are excess to requirements the
opportunity to apply for positions. It was trying to be fair in its manner of
appointing people to those particular positions. We did not want to have a
Bega case here. In Bega, New South Wales, serious industrial action was taken
when a superintendent identified an officer in a school as in excess.
The
officer was directed to move out of that particular school. That situation
created a great deal of concern in the community. The teachers were concerned
that such action could be taken and there was a great deal of industrial
unrest in New South Wales afterwards. We did not want to have that situation
arising here.
One must remember that the situation that has arisen, not only at the
school in Alice Springs but in other schools throughout the Territory, has
been one that would not have occurred last year. The normal process of
assessing schools in relation to their entitlements for the following year
would have taken place in the July-August period, and those people who were in
excess would have been given 18 months in which to apply for other positions.
The situation changed dramatically when we became aware at the Premiers
Conference of the scope of the cuts that were to be placed on the Territory by
the Commonwealth government. It was necessary for the Department of Education
to look very carefully at its own situation. We did not want to affect the
formula. We did not want to affect school-based funding. We had to look for
an area where reductions could be made. 80% of the education budget is tied
up with salaries. We had to look at areas where we could save money
immediately.
The situation that we have is that, where teachers are over formula in
schools, instead of having that extra year when, through attritions or for
other reasons, they would be able to apply for other positions, we had to cut
the time back to 6 months. I think that is only fair in view of the fact that
some of the teachers would apply for positions during that l8-month period
and, when they were successful in obtaining a position somewhere outside of
the Northern Territory, they would leave a school in the middle of the year.
From the period of notification that the school will be staffed to a
certain level next year, the teacher has 6 months to apply for positions if he
is in excess of the normal formula requirements. I want to emphasise that the
formula as such is not affected in any way. We still have a formula that is
equal to the best in Australia for primary schools. We have the best in
Australia marginally for secondary schools and definitely we have by far the
best in Australia for Aboriginal schools. Mr Speaker, those formulas are
being maintained and this is a normal process of assessing the promotion
positions in a school and the requirements of the school in the next year.
That happens at this time each year and that is not new.
When concern was expressed to the department, it set up a panel which
examined the situation at Gillen school in particular, and at other schools in
Alice Springs. My understanding is that the issue has been resolved. The
teachers who have been declared as excess to requirements have been identified
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and they have been notified by telex. I might say here that the teachers who
were in excess have all been positioned in schools in Alice Springs for the
coming year.
Statement of Public Accounts
Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
Why is the Statement of Public Accounts for the 12 months
30 June 1985 not available, which is contrary to normal practice?

ended

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I signed the statement some time ago and, as far as I know, it
is with the printer or coming through the system.
I will check its exact
whereabouts for the Leader of the Opposition and let him know.
Aboriginal Town Camps in Darwin
Mr DALE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
What progress has been made in discussions between the government and
organisations representing Aboriginal town camps in Darwin about the
satisfactory location of such camps?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as a result of an incident in the member for Wanguri's
electorate some months ago, I reactivated the Town Campers Action Group which
was a group of people that had been meeting over a number of years to look at
the problems of itinerant town campers. Last week, the Chief Minister and
myself met with officers from the Department of Aboriginal Affairs on this
particular issue. The town camp situation has had some publicity in the media
over the last 3 or 4 months yet the issues do not seem to have been resolved.
One example has been brought to my attention by the member for Koolpinyah.
I refer to the 15-mile camp on which the government has spent a considerable
amount of money.
Electricity was supplied and houses were built. However,
one person who was asked to leave the camp has re-established himself on the
side of the road from which the 15-mile campers were removed originally. The
Attorney-General will be making a statement about trespassing laws and
regulations that are available to have people removed from areas where they
are not supposed to be. The reactivated Town Campers Action Group has met
3 times to consider the various issues. The Railway Hill town campers are of
concern to the member for Port Darwin. That is a particular problem because
it is not necessarily only Aboriginal people involved. In fact, I understand
that 50% of the people camped at Railway Hill are Europeans.
The problems are tremendous. An offer by the Kulaluk group to provide an
interim camp of some kind within its boundary has been considered by the
action group. No doubt, the member for Ludmilla will have something to say
about that. This is a problem which traverses the whole of the Territory. In
pointing this out to the members concerned, I am only trying to bring
attention to the magnitude of the problem right throughout the Territory.
The problem at Lee Point was created when the town campers were moved
after they had come in from Maningrida to a rock concert. That population has
fluctuated.
This particular issue has not yet been resolved to the
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satisfaction of the government. The government has said that, until it can be
convinced that the town campers are making full use of those camp areas which
have been designated and on which it has spent a considerable amount of money
to put in solar hot water systems and reticulated services, it would be
reluctant to declare other town camps. As demonstrated by the 15-mile camp,
it is not the solution to all the problems. I see the honourable member for
Braitling nodding his head over there. I am reminded of the problems with
town campers that he is faced with in the Alice Springs area. Until these
people can sit around the table and resolve some of the issues themselves, we
will remain in a quandary as to which way to move next.
I can inform the honourable member for Wanguri that we have reactivated
the Town Campers Action Group. It is meeting. It has representatives from
police, health, lands and the federal Department of Aboriginal Affairs. My
department chairs that particular group. However, the people involved must
sit down and come up with the solutions themselves to some of these problems
that they are facing and that they place on themselves. That does not seem to
have progressed although, as I said as early as last week, we were sitting
down with the Department of Aboriginal Affairs which will address ..•
Mr B. Collins:

Come on, you've got to sit down sooner or later.

Mr COULTER: ... these particular issues. I hope to be able to inform the
Assembly that this is a really serious problem. I am just trying to address
the issues and no doubt the honourable Leader of the Opposition .•.
Mr B. Collins: Let's hear it all again.
Mr COULTER:

... has a particular problem in his electorate.

Mr B. Collins:

Bet you 5 bucks you cannot make it to 11 o'clock.

Mr COULTER: I can assure the Leader of the Opposition that many of his
constituents are moving in to the Darwin area. In fact, I intend to raise the
matter of the urban migration which is occurring. People are moving in from
designated Aboriginal areas.
Mr B. Collins:

This is unbelievable.

Just 1 or 2 points.

Mr COULTER:
People from outstations are moving into the city areas and
the facts are outstanding. I will just get them seeing as how the honourable
Leader of the Opposition has shown so much interest.
Mr B. Collins: Just 2 decibels lower.
Mr COULTER:
I would like to inform the Assembly of these problems. This
is from an Aboriginal newsletter: 'The proportion of Aboriginals living in
rural areas has declined from 55.7% in 1971 to 41.6% in 1981. The major part
of the decrease is due to movement into small urban localities'. Most
Aboriginals now live in urban areas - 58.3%. So much for land rights! These
are the issues that are being faced and they must be resolved.
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Sexist Advertising on Government Buses
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
I am sorry to incommode him with his bronchial disability today but no
doubt he will be able to answer my question adequately. Is he aware that
government buses are carrying what I consider to be undesirable sexist
advertising on their sides? What will he do to redress the inequality of this
advertising?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am quite concerned about the inference that the honourable
member is making. Until she explains exactly what the problem is, I am unable
to address it.
Report of Task Force on Juvenile Crime
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Given the recent problems facing residents of Wagaman, particularly those
who live adjacent to laneways, from young louts who terrorise them through the
night, what action has been taken on the report of the Task Force on Juvenile
Crime that was presented to him last May?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will try not to get excited on this issue.
Mr B. Collins: Use the Coulter solution: bulldoze the laneways and shoot
everyone under the age of 15.
Mr SPEAKER:

Order!

Mr COULTER: I hope that is on the record, Mr Speaker. It just seems to
me that the ALP has a gun fixation.
We have the honourable member for
MacDonnell discussing selective sniping, Senator Walsh's office plotting to
bring out machine-guns and now the Leader of the Opposition wanting to shoot
everybody under 15.
Mr B. Collins:

That's your solution, Barry.

Mr COULTER: Talk about a gun fixation among a small group. It just shows
how dangerous it would be if it were in power - gun happy! Fortunately, it
would be shot in the foot in the first 5 minutes before it got the gun out of
the holster and then it would not be able to walk at large throughout the
community.
Mr B. Collins: You're a raving ratbag,
minister in the country!
Mr SPEAKER:

Order! Order!

Mr COULTER:

Cowboy!

There he goes again.

Barry!

The greatest cowboy

He can't help himself.

As I was saying before I was so rudely interrupted, Mr Speaker, the Task
Force on Juvenile Crime submitted its report to me some time ago. Indeed, the
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honourable member was on that committee as was the member for Wanguri and the
member for Millner. Since that time, the member for Braitling, who chaired
the southern region Task Force on Juvenile Crime, has also submitted his
I have therefore
report. Many legislative changes have been recommended.
provided the report to the Juvenile Justice Review Committee which was set up
under the new Child Welfare Act to examine the operation of the legislation.
The Police Commissioner has been quite vocal on the legislation, particularly
in relation to the lack of powers for the police. The Juvenile Justice Review
Committee will be reporting to me in September on proposed changes to the act
to accommodate some of the recommendations of the task force.
The Chief Minister has spoken about police presence within high schools.
The Minister for Education has examined the problem of truancy officers. There
have been recommendations for Aboriginal involvement because of the high
proportion of Aboriginal people involved in juvenile crime. There has been
consultation with organisations such as Aboriginal Legal Aid and the
Aboriginal Task Force of the Darwin Institute of Technology. I have asked for
public comment on the reports, and those comments will then be collated and
considered. Then we will look at some other issues that have been raised by
the public as a result of the findings of the Crime Task Force.
Three major issues must be addressed. One relates to the legislation. I
will be waiting for the findings of the Juvenile Justice Review Committee
which is also examining the Report on the Uncontrolled Child. I will also be
examining counselling services and some programs have been implemented already
in this regard. The other matter is public education. I thank the media for
its cooperation. Juvenile crime declined every time a story was published
that created public awareness.
Social Security Payments to Aboriginal Communities
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Yesterday, in the statehood debate, the minister
length - and, in fact, sought to incorporate a book into
his point - about the level of social security payments
communities. He is agreeing with me. What areas and to
wish to see social security payments, which are available
withdrawn from Aboriginal Australians?

complained at some
the Hansard to prove
made to Aboriginal
what degree would he
to all Australians,

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, let me correct the honourable the Leader of the Opposition.
never suggested that they should be withdrawn. However, I would like to take
the opportunity to point out what social security benefits cost. I said the
book should be compulsory reading for every member of this Assembly because it
indicates the cost burden on the taxpayers of Australia in relation to social
security payments to Aboriginal people in particular.
Mr B. Collins:

Why in particular?

Mr COULTER: Because that was the point raised by the Leader of the
Opposition and I was defending the Chief Minister in terms of the contribution
that was made by Aboriginal people in the Northern Territory and the cost
burden.
I was not saying that it should not happen but simply pointed it out
as a fact. For the Northern Territory alone, it costs $32m a year. The
fortnightly payment to Aboriginal communities and outstations is $1.27m. The
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book is about the Aboriginal economy in town and country. This book points
out just what the Aboriginal economy is.
I congratulate the author for
addressing this particular issue. We should all know about it because it is a
little known area.
Mr B. Collins: What are you going to do? Are you going to knock off
their old-age pensions?
Mr COULTER: It is not just the old-age pensions or invalid pensions or
family allowances but the unemployment benefits which are received in these
areas as well. The unemployment figures are astronomical. This is the type
of debate which the opposition wishes to develop into an emotional issue. I
was simply presenting the facts. The facts should be recognised. and
addressed. The sooner we can introduce economies in some of these areas, the
better the whole of Australia will be. The Chief Minister indicated our
desire to have Aborigines involved in tourist ventures. The Chief Minister
and I have both been very active in fighting Commonwealth legislation in order
to establish at Jabiru a 200-bed facility involving Gagadju tourist
development. If we are to have social welfare handouts, as the opposition
seems to suggest we should, that is fine for it. We are hoping to get into
Kings Canyon with Aboriginal involvement.
I remember an article in The
Bulletin at the time of self-government which indicated that, unless we have
Aboriginal involvement in these types of ventures, the Territory is sunk. We
need their involvement.
An excellent example is Peppimenarti where
Harry Wilson refused to receive unemployment benefits. The people there did
something. We need such people. If we are going to payout welfare cheques
totalling $32m a year, that is fine.
I feel that we should examine the
economics of Aboriginal communities and help them to achieve a more meaningful
role in the Northern Territory community and also in the economy of Australia.
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Traffic Problems With Stott Terrace
Mr VALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
What discussions have taken place between officers of his department and
the Alice Springs Town Council concerning traffic problems associated with
Stott Terrace? Has any consideration yet been given to installation of
traffic lights between Stott Terrace and Todd Street?
ANSWER
The answer is yes.
Discussions have been held between officers of the
Department of Transport and Works in Alice Springs and the Alice Springs Town
Council on the department's proposed short-term solutions to assist the
traffic flow along Stott Terrace. However, the town engineer has been on
leave and response from the council is expected soon in relation to that
matter. A recent traffic count on Stott Terrace has indicated that traffic
signals may be justified. Currently, Stott Terrace is controlled by the Alice
Springs Town Council.
However, it is one of the roads nominated for
declaration as a 307 road to come under the control of the Northern Territory
government. It is expected that gazettal action will be taken soon in
relation to that, possibly in the next couple of months. Following that
declaration, the Department of Transport and Works will implement traffic
management schemes which will attempt to overcome the problems currently being
experienced in Alice Springs.
Coastal Radio Communications
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
What progress has been made to develop coastal
radio
communications for barges to the Top End Aboriginal communities?

station

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it seems that this question is raised at every Legislative
Assembly sittings.
Indeed, the member for Ludmilla has followed this
particular issue through from the very beginning. We have tried to have some
form of communication made available to Aboriginal communities which rely on
barge transport to deliver goods. Simple radio equipment would enable barge
operators to notify the settlements that they are on the way. Some of the
people who live across the top of Arnhem land and around the coast have
experienced difficulties in getting people to the barge landing. Some of the
barge landings are at a distance from the communities and, if there is nobody
at a particular community or trucks are not available and there are perishable
goods on board, it creates havoc.
Unfortunately, as I outlined in the Assembly last sittings, the
bureaucracy has tended to restrict us in our attempt to provide Aboriginal
communities with this type of communication. All sorts of licensing criteria
must be implemented. I outlined in the last Assembly how a report had to go
from Darwin to Adelaide, then to the Canberra office which returned it to
Darwin so that it could get a report on what should happen. The letter was in
transit for a considerable time.
However, I understand that provlslon has now been made for a communication
system, The Department of Community Development has allocated money for the
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installation of the radio system and the barges will not be able to use it.
believe that this will be in operation before the end of this year.
I am
hopeful that this will be carried out with minimum delay.
There is still a problem of licensed operators etc on the communities but
I understand that there are people there who are willing to undertake courses
in how to operate such machinery. I am hopeful that all this can be resolved
and this problem can be overcome by the end of this year. I can only say that
it has taken 2 years too long. It is just another example of the bureaucracy
gone mad. We try to communicate but we cannot even communicate with the
people charged with the responsibility of controlling communications.
Mercury Levels at Warrego Gold Room
Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
I ask the Chief Minister this question because he was the minister
responsible for most of the period referred to. What test for mercury levels
were conducted by the Department of Mines and Energy at the Warrego gold room
in the period after completion of renovations ordered by the department
in 1981 up until June 1985? What were the results of those tests? Did any of
the results exceed the threshold limit value and, if so, what action did the
minister take? Will he undertake to table all test results next week?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I give the member the opportunity to put the question on
notice or redirect it to my colleague, the Minister for Mines and Energy.
Darwin Airport Project
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT AND WORKS
In view of a recent report
obvious conclusion that the
Airport is continuation on the
can Territorians expect before

to federal minister Morris confirming the
cheapest and quickest option for the Darwin
existing site, what further procrastinations
we see this final project resurrected?

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the concern of the member for Wagaman in relation to the
development of the Darwin Airport is shared by all members of this Assembly
and indeed by all Territorians because it is a matter of vital importance to
our development, particularly the development of our tourist industry. As
members know, on 4 April the federal Minister for Aviation announced that the
federal government was deferring further contracts on the development of the
Darwin Airport terminal on the north side of the runway. Most Territorians
are aware that a vast amount of money, estimated at almost $10m, had already
been expended on that site with a further $10m expended on the development of
design documentation, consultants fees etc. That brought the expenditure on
the northern side almost to $20m before the development was deferred.
The federal minister cited pressure on the federal government to reduce
the level of budget expenditure for this year as the reason for reviewing the
project. He also stated that a complete reappraisal of the project would be
carried out over the following 6 months and that the government would look at
options for a lower-cost development by October this year. Actually, 8
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working groups were formed to carry out the reappraisal. I think most people
would agree that that involves the expenditure of a large amount of money to
try to save money.
The Northern Territory is represented on 4 of the groups which I find
rather disappointing. I made representations to the federal minister for full
representation on all the working groups. However, it was considered that
Territorians are people who obviously do not know enough to be able to
contribute to all these working groups. We have members on the general
aviation working group, the existing terminal working group, the access and
services working group and the environmental working group.
The exciting options that the working groups were examining were reported
to their respective ministers by late May 1985 - the Minister for Aviation and
the Minister for Defence. Apparently, those ministers have approved the
report recommendations which called for further assessment and preparation of
detailed cost estimates for 3 sites: the existing terminal building area,
which I am sure all Territorians would find disturbing; the north side site,
which is the one which has been part developed to the extent of almost $20m;
and the RAAF bomber replenishment area, which is on the south side.
Mr Speaker, in relation to the deliberations that have been occurring, it
has become apparent that the site where part development has taken place
obviously is the one most beneficial to Territorians in relation to the time
frame and possibly expenditure. Appropriate environmental impact studies,
public works committee hearings and all the requirements that have to be in
place before works can be carried out have been completed on that site and
work has commenced. What disturbs me is that a report has been prepared on
interim improvements required for the existing terminal building as a holding
operation.
I think everyone would consider that work needs to be done on the
existing terminal, and I use that term loosely because I consider it an insult
to travellers even to move through that barn.
Mr Tuxworth:
Mr B. Collins:

Don't praise it too highly.
Have you been to the terminal in Canberra lately?

Mr MANZIE:
have been through the terminal in Canberra. I have been
through a number of terminals in Australia. It certainly makes me extremely
disappointed that anyone even looks at that and describes it as a terminal.
However, there has been a report which says that some money should be spent on
it. As I was saying earlier, I think there should be money spent on it while
the northern side site is developed as a terminal so that, until that work is
completed, people travelling to the Northern Territory at least have some
facilities that are better than the mess we have at the moment.
What concerns me, however, is that, if we carry out any patching works on
the existing barn, the federal government may be tempted to back away from its
commitment to total civil airport redevelopment in Darwin.
That is a real
concern to me and, I am sure, to all Territorians.
The other day, I was looking through the July issue of Aviation Australia
and I found some articles relating to the Adelaide airport terminal which is
36 years old. One article said that Adelaide's domestic terminal is 36 years
old this year and its early birthday present is a pushy little brother
international
terminal
across the road. They have just had a new
international terminal built at Adelaide Airport. I found another article in
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which the Minister for Aviation, Peter Morris, said the government will make a
decision on its second Sydney airport site by the end of the year. Sydney is
getting 2 major airports.
I found another article relating to the
$450m airport project in Brisbane. If the opposition thinks that this is not
something that should be discussed, I am extremely disappointed.
Mr Bell:

Out of date and puerile.

Mr B. Collins:

Make a ministerial statement.

Mr MANZIE: Honourable members who perused the federal budget papers would
have seen Appropriation Bill No 1.
I might bring this to everyone's
attention. On page 73, under the Department of Resources and Energy, there is
an item 12 which says: '12. Assistance to Queensland Mines Limited for the
purchase, storage and insurance of uranium, an amount of $43.611m'. That
amount of money is being expended to store and insure uranium which could have
been exported to earn income of $43m. That is a total of $86m. That money
could have been well spent on developing the Darwin international airport
terminal.
Tests at Warrego Mine Gold Room
Mr EDE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
What tests for mercury levels were conducted by the Department of Mines
and Energy at the Warrego gold room in the period between the completion of
renovations ordered by the department in 1981 and June 1985? What were the
results of those tests? Did any results exceed the threshold limit value? If
so, what action did the then minister take? Will the minister undertake to
table all test results in this Assembly next week?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have no trouble in obtaining the information that the
honourable member seeks on these monitoring activities and the results of
those tests by my department. Obviously, I do not have such information
before me ...
Mr B. Collins:

You should have.

It was raised yesterday.

Mr PERRON: Mr Speaker, if the honourable member had some particular
request that he was very anxious to follow through, perhaps he should have
raised the matter in the MPI discussion yesterday. But I do not recall being
asked those questions or being asked to have answers ready on my desk for him
this morning.
While the honourable member is taking such an interest in the matter on
the political front, he might care to take a little more interest on the
technical front.
If he is going to put himself forward as some sort of
spokesman on mine safety - and I am delighted that he might take that
interest - he might also take some interest in the various methods of sampling
which can be used in mine safety monitoring because it was clear in
yesterday's debate that he has very little knowledge of the matter. Of
course, he did not particularly want to expand on the subject other than to
stand and criticise government.
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I might point out to honourable members that, in relation to the dispute
which has been going on for some time at Warrego, I propose to go to that mine
tomorrow at the request of the unions involved to have discussions with the
management and the unions to see if we can resolve some of the problems that
appear to be there. I do not say that I am going down there to solve those
problems. I am not sure that I have the role of solving problems which are
seemingly disputes between the company and the unions.
The responsibility for mines safety and monitoring quite clearly does not
rest solely with the government short of having a government inspector in
every mine in the Northern Territory to ensure that not only does management
undertake its responsibilities under the various acts in the Northern
Territory but workers are indeed wearing the various pieces of safety
equipment which are provided to them and which they are required to wear by
our regulations. They must wear the equipment if they are to minimise
possible injury to themselves. As the member for Wagaman pointed out, the
responsibility is shared between miners, mine owners and the government. The
government sets the rules and regulations which are to be followed and
monitors from time to time the performance of those 2 groups in adhering to
the regulations.
Environmental sampling in a gold room is quite complex.
Chemists and
other experts themselves must refer to textbooks and the various procedures
involved because it is very important that procedures in sampling are carried
out correctly. The interpretation of the results is also important.
I welcome the member for Stuart's continuing interest in this matter but I
do hope that he takes an interest that goes beyond simply political
point-scoring because all he has been trying to do over the last 2 weeks is to
debate the matter publicly. He has not been to the mine and, certainly, he
has not talked to the mine owners.
I doubt that he has talked to any
unionists at the mine. Perhaps he could take an interest that is a little bit
deeper than he has taken to date.
Tests at Warrego Mine Gold Room
Mr EDE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Is he prepared to table those results next week? Will he also tell us how
frequently the tests were taken and whether Peko was given advanced notice of
the impending tests? Were tests undertaken at all stages of the gold
extraction process?
No answer given.
Place Names
Mr VALE to MINISTER for LANDS
Mr Speaker, a recent press report in Alice Springs stated that the Place
Names Committee will consider only the names of deceased people for the naming
of streets and other public facilities within the Northern Territory. Given
that buildings and streets in the Territory have already been named after
people who are still living, can he advise whether the reports are true?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I understand the honourable member is referring to an article
which appeared in the Centralian Advocate on 26 July 1985. The article stated
that you must be dead before the government would name a road after you. That
is an overly simplistic view. The government relies on the advice of the
Northern Territory Place Name Committees in naming public places and natural
features in the Territory. The committee has established guidelines for its
own use and to assist members of the public who wish to have a certain name
applied to a particular feature. The guidelines are based on the requirements
of the act and on social conventions throughout Australia.
The object of the newspaper article was to encourage public participation
in naming the new roads and places in the large residential area currently
being developed around Alice Springs. With that object in mind, I would like
to list the major guidelines.
Broadly speaking, acceptable names should be associated with the
Territory, not duplicate or cause confusion with existing place names, be
fully authenticated when a commemorative aspect is intended and not honour a
living person. It is this last point which the newspaper chose to emphasise.
I would stress to honourable members that these are guidelines, not hard and
fast rules. While it is normal practice around Australia not to name places
after living persons, the government may consider honouring a living person in
this way in truly exceptional circumstances.
Funding for Aboriginal Assistant Teachers
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for EDUCATION
The minister stated early this year that Commonwealth funding for
Aboriginal assistant teachers would cease in December this year. What further
negotiations have there been on the cessation of this funding and is the
employment of Aboriginal assistant teachers in outstation communities at risk?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the honourable member for his question. He has been
persistent in requesting information regarding the payment of teaching
assistants in Aboriginal communities. It has been a very important question
that has been addressed by both the Northern Territory government and the
Commonwealth government. As I mentioned during the last sittings, a working
party was set up. As a result of that, I have received a letter from the
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Clyde Holding, in which he indicated that
funding would be made available until the end of December 1986. After that
date, the Department of Aboriginal Affairs would not be funding those
particular positions.
Mr Speaker, as I mentioned on other occasions, the outstation movement is
one of considerable concern to the Northern Territory government. It is a
move that we have supported but it is a move that also has tremendous
financial implications for the Northern Territory. It is an issue in which
the Commonwealth government has a responsibility as well. We will continue to
negotiate the matter of funding for teacher assistants in those particular
communities.
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I was very pleased to note that the federal government has decided that
funding for education matters will be put in its rightful place in the
education portfolio. In the past, the Department of Aboriginal Affairs would
transfer funds across to education as required. Unfortunately, the Minister
for Aboriginal Affairs has seen fit to pass the responsibility across to
education but I do not believe the funds have been moved across to meet that
commitment. We are continuing negotiations. Funding will continue until the
end of June 1986. We will be continuing negotiations because it is important
that satisfactory funding for Aboriginal teacher assistants is agreed to by
both the Northern Territory government and the Commonwealth. We are prepared
to play our part when schools are established. However, the enormous impact
of the outstation movement makes it imperative that we come to a joint
arrangement with the Commonwealth. I welcome the decision of the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs in relation to extending that funding to the end of
June 1986. I look forward to further negotiations on the whole issue of
funding teacher assistants.
Doctor's Gully Tourist Venture
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
What is happening to the land title for Doctor's Gully tourist venture run
by his colleague, the honourable Minister for Mines and Energy, now that the
lease on it has been surrendered?
ANSWER
I would like a few moments to gather the details of this particular lease
arrangement. They are fairly complicated. I will answer in question time.
$5000 Caveat on Rural Blocks for Electricity Supply
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Will the $5000 caveat on blocks in the rural area relating to electricity
supply affect financial transactions such as current or future mortgages on a
particular block?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as honourable members are aware, we passed through this
Assembly earlier this year amendments to the Electricity Commission Act to
provide NTEC with the power to place caveats on properties where electricity
supply becomes available. The new scheme overcomes previous inequities
whereby some property owners were prepared to contribute to the cost of
reticulating electricity in an area whereas others were not prepared even
though they benefited by the line going past their properties.
On 4 July this year, NTEC placed caveats on some 200 blocks in the Darwin
rural area. The caveat warns any prospective buyer of that land that
electricity is not freely available for it. There were allegations that some
land was transacted in the rural area of Darwin with the claim that power was
available at very little cost when in fact that was not the case. However,
this caveat is now placed on titles to warn prospective purchasers.
In addition to that, the Electricity Commission Act prohibits the transfer
of land by the owner unless that owner has first paid to NTEC the amount of
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liability owing. Therefore, at the point of sale of the property, the caveat
would be withdrawn simultaneously to NTEC being paid the amount owing to
provide electricity to the land in question. As a result, the purchaser would
acquire the land without a caveat so the mortgagee would not have to consider
that aspect in determining the extent of mortgage finance to be provided to
the purchaser.
Should an existing owner wish to raise additional finance on his property
whilst an NTEC caveat is registered on the title, the owner would be obliged
to pay NTEC the amount owing unless the mortgagee agrees to lend, subject to
the caveat, and NTEC consents to the mortgage. I will be asking that the
standard practice in the case of applications for consent to mortgage land
under this caveat be to grant that consent. Regarding owners who currently
have mortgage finance on the property, I do not envisage any change to
existing loan terms and conditions.
If any of the honourable member's constituents bring problems to her
attention whereby an existing mortgagee is trying to be difficult with the
landowner because of the NTEC caveat, I would very much appreciate hearing of
it. Of course, the simplest way to remove the caveat ;s to pay the
$5000 charge. That would enable the owner to have power connected to the land
and improve his standard of living.
Doctor's Gully Lease
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
Is it true that, as the owner of the tourist venture at Doctor's Gully,
the Minister for Mines and Energy, has had to make only 1 annual lease payment
in the 4 years he has held the property?
ANS~JER

I do not keep details of how frequently people make lease payments on
blocks of land.
I can confirm that the honourable Minister for Mines and
Energy is the owner of a block of land on Doctor's Gully.
TAB
Mr DALE to CHIEF MINISTER
In his capacity as the minister responsible for the Racing and Gaming
Commission, would he please give an update on the operations of the TAB?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the introduction of the TAB throughout the Northern Territory
has been a rather interesting exercise given the history of introducing it
over a long period and actually getting it into place.
The on course
bookmakers' turnover at Fannie Bay racecourse for the period 6 July to
10 August, and that includes the carnival period, was $4.16m. This was an
increase of $1.9m or 82.7% over the corresponding period last year.
The
racing administrators believe that the increase in turnover had much to do
with the improvement in the racing carnival this year and the resulting
carnival attendance. The attendances at this year's cup carnival were
absolutely enormous, the best in the history of the Darwin Cup and the
carnival that accompanies it. People came not only from other parts of the
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Territory but from allover Australia and it is fast becoming one of the best
Winfield Cups in the country. Winfield, the sponsor, believes that it would
drop other capital cities in its sponsorship before it dropped Darwin. There
is also no doubt that it has had a very great impact in renewing the interest
of the Northern Territory community in racing. That has been shown by the
amount of money invested in recent days in new horse stock.
Mr Speaker, there have been some difficulties during the introduction of
TAB. The technical problems experienced with the terminals have been
aggravating for the people operating them, for the TAB management and, most
particularly, for the customers who have been inconvenienced by the poor
performance of the machines. The TAB board advises me that it believes it has
identified the problems with the equipment and that the manufacturer is now
moving to fix it and the problems should be overcome in the months ahead.
TAB in the Northern Territory has indeed been a learning experience for
just about all of us: for the TAB staff, most of whom have not had any
experience with TAB before; for the agents who have taken on a TAB agency in
conjunction with other businesses; and for the casual staff who maintain the
TAB functions at the weekends. Certainly, the telephone betting operations
are a new adjunct to Northern Territory sport. Telecom staff have been a
great help in supporting the introduction of the TAB in the Northern
Territory. They, too, have had their problems in maintaining interstate
links.
Given the learning curve that everybody has been on, the introduction of
TAB has gone well. The public has found it an interesting learning period
because most of the people who are now using TAB have been used to the
traditional method of SP bookmaker betting. Regrettably, I think SP betting
wi 11 s t i 11 be part of the Northern Territory scene even though we are mov i ng
to head it off. 1he government was always mindful that SP betting would
resurface in the Northern Territory in some form because it is alive and well
in all the states. We could not believe that, because we closed our legal
betting shops, a vacuum would not develop and interstate operators would not
come in and set up illegal operations in the Territory.
It is most likely
that that is happening. There are 1 or 2 instances where it is known to be
happening.
I would like to advise honourable members that the special gaming squad
has been set up in the police force to monitor the activities of SP betting
and every effort will be taken to ensure that SP betting does not get a grip
on this community as it has in other communities because there is no doubt
that there is a very strong connection between SP betting and organised crime,
and we do not need either of them in the Territory.
Doctor's Gully Tourist Venture
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Is it true
the construction
tourist venture
car-park require
expense was that

that the Northern Territory government has provided funds for
of car-parking facilities at Doctor's Gully adjacent to the
previously mentioned? Secondly, did the construction of the
the relocation of port waterlines and, if so, at whose
carried out?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I do not know what the opposition is trying to impute.
shall be quite forthright in explaining that some sealing has been done on
council, land adjacent to the Doctor's Gully area. This follows advice from
the Northern Territory Tourist Commission that a car-park at the end of the
Doctor's Gully road would benefit the local tourist industry.
Mr Bell:
Mr MANZIE:
here.

Locals at Doctor's Gully.
I would appreciate the members of the opposition bein[ quiet

Mr B. Collins:

You are making all the noise.

Mr MANZIE: They ask questions and then they do not want to hear the
answers. As I was saying, the area was nominated by the Northern Territory
Tourist Commission as being heavily utilised by buses in the tourist industry.
I am sure that any person who has been to Doctor's Gully would be aware of the
number of very large coaches that move down the road and are then required to
manoeuvre, park and turn around on a very large, uneven, dirt area.
The Darwin City Council also acknowledged the need and wrote to the
Department of Transport and Works seeking a contribution to the project. That
is normal practice with special projects that council undertakes. That
application was supported by the Tourist Commission, by the department and by
the government because it is an asset to our growing tourist industry. 1
think it is a shame that anyone would even consider that, in our growing,
sophisticated tourist industry, we should be encouraging buses to use an area
of road which is absolutely disgraceful.
Mr Speaker, $40 000 was contributed to the council for this project. The
council then commenced the work. It owns the particular car-park in question.
Work is proceeding and it is due to be completed this month.
Mereenie to Alice Springs Oil Pipeline - Payments to Subcontractors
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Have alleged problems of payments to subcontractors by the Mereenie to
Alice Springs oil pipeline construction group been resolved? If not, will the
government use what influence it can to prevent a repeat of the Palm Valleygas pipeline fiasco which hurt many subcontractors and businesses in Alice
Springs?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I do not have any particular information before me on the
progress towards a resolution of the dispute which unfortunately arose in the
construction of the pipeline. A contractor on that pipeline had a number of
claims against the principal who in turn counter claimed in relation to'the
work carried out, cleaning up and so on. As a result of that legal wrangle,
quite a number of Alice Springs suppliers and subcontractors suffered greatly
inasmuch as their bills were not paid. One subcontractor went into voluntary
liquidation.
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have asked officers to monitor the situation because the government
cannot take a very significant role. It is a clear matter of litigation
between 2 private parties, which happens virtually everyday in the business
world. But we are very concerned that it took place at all and that it harmed
quite a number of Territory businesses. If any influence can be brought to
bear by the government or by myself to reach an amicable solution, I am
certainly prepared to take that course of action.
In regard to trying to avoid a similar occurrence with the Amadeus Basin
to Darwin gas pipeline, the situation is much the same as in the Alice Springs
case.
The pipeline is being constructed by a private consortium. The
consortium has engaged 4 project managers who have in turn commenced letting
contracts for the construction of that pipeline which will be built in
4 spreads all running at the same time next year.
Once the contract is let, subcontractors will be brought in for various
services. This particular project is a very large one and quite complex in
its nature. It must be done to a very strict timetable and, therefore, an
enormous amount of resources will be placed on that project in order to have
it completed and gas flowing to our new Channel Island gas-fired powerhouse by
December 1986. There is always the possibility of litigation between any
2 parties and the consequent possibility of a third party being adversely
affected. I do not know what the government can do to avoid that.
However, I would caution any businesses in the Northern Territory who seek
to supply goods or services to contractors to satisfy themselves, either
through bank reports or other advice, that their bills will be paid and that
the extent of credit that is asked of them is reasonable.
Perhaps in some
cases, bonds could be requested. The business world is fairly hard and fast
and, if you are too finicky about the conditions of dealing with a potential
client, he can always pack up and go somewhere else. That is private
enterprise and that is how things get done quickly, efficiently and as cheaply
as possible. My warning to contractors and suppliers is to be careful in any
financial arrangements in these matters and to try to protect themselves in
any reasonable way.
Darwin Casino Operators - Possible Breach of Agreement
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
In light of reported decisions by the operators of the Darwin casino to
lower significantly the existing standards of service, and in light of the
retrenchments and resignations that have occurred - and a reference to
yesterday's Central ian Advocate would indicate that the Alice Springs casino
is having the same difficulties - does the government consider that these
events have put the operators in breach of clauses 3.2, 3.6 and 3.7 - that is,
the performance clauses - of the operators' agreement?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the concerns that the Leader of the Opposition raised have
been raised with me privately and have been floated in the media from time to
time.
I have taken the trouble to examine the issues that have been raised
and to take them up with the management of the casino. It is something that I
would invite the Leader of the Opposition to do because he might find the
background briefing of its point of view helpful.
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Mr Speaker, as you would know, the upgrading of the casino is now well
under way and the operators are spending in the order of $3m to $4m on
improving the facilities so that the casino management's marketing program in
South-east Asia can proceed full bore. The operators have said they are
reluctant to get into a full marketing program in Asia until the casino is up
to the standard they would like. The operators have said to me that they are
trying to run the casino, make the improvements and give the customers the
standard of service that should given but it is proving very difficult. One
of the things that is making life almost impossible for them is that the
casino is so popular even in its existing state that there is often standing
room only.
I have taken the trouble to go there at midnight on odd occasions recently
to see what sort of attendance the casino is attracting. There is no doubt
that anybody in Darwin who has been to the casino after 10 o'clock at night
would admit that, on most nights, it is extremely busy and, on 3 nights a
week, you cannot even scratch yourself. The last time I was there, I had to
get into a queue if I wanted to playa one-armed bandit.
Mr B. Coll ins:

wish we were getting some money from all this action.

Mr TUXWORTH:
Mr Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition is right.
be getting some money from it.

We will

The most important thing that we have to do is to bring the casino up to
the standard that the operators want so that there are reasonable facilities
for all clients, overseas ones as well as local ones. Once that happens and
operating at a profit, we can start obtaining some tax out of it. In the
meantime, the important thing is that we must be a little patient with the
casino management which is trying to rebuild and refurbish the interior of the
casino.
Excise on Diesel Fuel
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for PORTS and FISHERIES
Could he advise what effect the removal of the excise on diesel fuel
announced in the federal budget will have on fishermen and primary producers?
Mr B. Collins:

They will pay less for their fuel.

ANSWER
Mr Speaker,
a change.

that interjection by the Leader of the Opposition is true for

In his speech on Tuesday, the Commonwealth Treasurer,
the
Hon Paul Keating, pointed out that the federal government is concerned about
the economic difficulties faced by many primary producers. I might say that I
welcome that statement by the Treasurer.
There is no doubt that certain
actions this year have seriously strained the economic capacity of the primary
industries. It is pleasing to see that the concerns which have been expressed
here on numerous occasions have been noted by the federal government and that
steps are being taken to assist the rural sector.
There is to be a full rebate of the excise on diesel fuel. This is
estimated to provide a reduction of some 2.4¢ per litre which will effectively
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return some $300 000 to the Northern Territory rural industries, in
particular, this year. While this is indeed welcome news, the Commonwealth
government still has not taken any moves to restore the fuel freight
equalisation scheme which was removed in the May 1985 economic statement. The
removal of the fuel freight equalisation scheme has hit the Territory's rural
industries much harder than those in the other states in Australia because of
our distance from normal sources of supply. In fact, the costs to the rural
industry in the Territory of that action in May of this year was of the order
of $500 000 per annum. In respect of the fishing industry, it was estimated
that the removal of the fuel freight equalisation scheme increased the costs
to fishermen by up to 4¢ per litre in some locations. This in some way
redresses those actions of May of last year.
It corrects some of the
injustices that were done to the industry and I do not think the federal
government needs to crow too loudly about its performance so far as that is
concerned.
It still has a way to go to restore the situation that existed at
the beginning of this year.
Mr Keating also advised that the tariff on imported grain harvesters will
be removed and assistance will be provided to local manufacturers by means of
a subsidy to production. The tariff on grain harvesters was a major bone of
contention for southern grain producers.
Mr B. Collins:

This has nothing to do with fuel.

Mr HATTON:
It is in the budget and it does affect primary industry.
Harvesters use fuel. Given our embryonic grain industry in the Northern
Territory, this is a particularly welcome move. Our grain producers will be
able to get some reduction in the costs of their grain harvesting equipment.
It is worth noting that last year's grain production was some 13% above that
of the previous year. It is a steadily expanding section of our economy and
is now worth in excess of $lm per annum to the Northern Territory.
In respect of the B-TEC program ...
Mr B Collins: A point of order, Mr Speaker! This is becoming quite
ludicrous. This answer has nothing whatever to do with the question.
Mr SPEAKER: The honourable minister will
question asked.

confine his

remarks to the

Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, I will not deal with the other aspects of the
budget that affect the primary industries. I will simply reiterate that there
has been some relief from the injustices that were done to the primary
industry sector in May of this year. I welcome these changes.
Myilly Point Development
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
Prior to the June 1985 sittings of the Legislative Assembly, the minister
announced that there would be an announcement from the government within
6 weeks on the final development of Myilly Point. In response to a further
question from me at the June sittings, 2 months ago, the Deputy Chief Minister
told the Legislative Assembly that an announcement on a '400-room or 600-room
hotel at Myilly Point' was only 2 weeks away. What are his latest predictions
in respect of weeks and rooms and, in fact, what is the current position with
Myilly Point?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker,
that was made on
about 6 weeks,
was to happen at

at that time, the Leader of the Opposition picked up a point
a radio interview in which I said that I was hoping that, in
I would be in a position to take to Cabinet a concept of what
Myilly Terrace.

Mr B. Collins:

I am now referring to your answer at the last sittings.

Mr DONDAS: My answer at the last Legislative Assembly sittings reiterated
that point.
I told the Assembly that I was hopeful that, within about
2 weeks, I would be able to provide my Cabinet colleagues with a conceptual
plan for the development at Myilly Terrace.
I did that. The press
inadvertently picked up this concept while it was displayed at the Chan
Building prior to my giving a briefing.
Mr B. Collins:

Inadvertently?

Mr DONDAS: Yes, inadvertently. It was shown to the whole city of Darwin.
As I said at the time, it was a concept. That particular concept was
displayed to my Cabinet colleagues and is still being considered. The
architects who are putting this particular package together are requesting
that we consider a development of in excess of 400 rooms, plus convention
centre, plus some other space that will allow us to keep our agreement to
provide some additional casino space in the Myilly Point development.
Mr B. Collins:
Mr DONDAS:

That is a case of have to, Nick.

That is a case of have to within 5 years.

The current situation with the Myilly Terrace development scheme is that
we have asked the architects to reassess the first concept which has gone on
display to my Cabinet colleagues. There was a particular problem regarding
its layout that concerned Cabinet.
I am still waiting for some further
developments on the final layout so that we may consider it. I am not in a
position to say that it will be ready next week or next month.
Tourist Facility at Mount Conner
Mr VALE to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
Does the government have any plans to
Mount Conner in central Australia?

install

any tourist facility at

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I know of the honourable member's interest in Mount Conner.
He has asked me whether we could look at this issue. At this stage, we do not
have plans to construct any tourist facilities at Mount Conner nor am I aware
of plans of any other government department to do so. However, in light of
the comments recently made to me by the honourable member, I have undertaken
to investigate the possibility. We are not in a position to make any specific
undertakings.
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ANSWER TO QUESTION
Doctor's Gully
Mr HATTON (Lands): Mr Speaker, I take this opportunity to provide a
response to the member for Millner's earlier questions.
In respect of
development recently at Doctor's Gully, he asked about the circumstances for
surrender of that lease and whether only one lease payment had been made.
Mr Speaker, that lease was issued to the lessees in 1981 and it contained
development conditions requiring an additional $150 000 of improvements. The
development covenant was met, thus entitling the lessees to convert the lease
to freehold.
Freehold title was issued on the block on 23 May of this year
immediately after the Crown lease was surrendered. A normal process was
associated with the issue. It is quite consistent in respect of the premium.
There was a premium paid at the commencement of the lease which was equivalent
to freehold title. One rent payment was made for the period August 1984 to
August 1985. This is in line with all development leases where rent is waived
for the development period under that lease.
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Channel Island Power-station
Mr DALE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
When will tenders be awarded for the gas turbines to be installed at
Channel Island Power-station and what is the latest general report on the
project at Channel Island?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am sure all Territorians are interested in the progress of
the Channel Island project because we have all experienced unsatisfactory
electricity generating systems. A decision is expected before the end of the
month on the type of gas turbine and combined cycle plant that is to be
installed at the Channel Island Power-station. The total project is estimated
to cost $191m. Eight companies were invited to tender for the supply and
installation of turbines and 7 bids were received from those 8 companies.
Negotiations over the past several weeks with NTEC officers, Treasury officers
and Northern Territory Development Corporation officers have brought the list
down to 2 of those bidders. The latest information is that 1 bidder is now
being spoken to with a view to finalising contract arrangements and contracts
are expected to be signed before the end of this month.
In addition to the tender for the turbines, we invited in the same
documents tenders for financing those turbines. Honourable members will be
aware that some countries which manufacture turbines and other major equipment
are so keen to have their products sold that they make available export
financing on favourable terms.
Sometimes companies themselves are large
enough to carry a degree of the financing in order to enhance their particular
tenders. Some 47 separate loan offers were received with the tenders.
We
also received many financing offers for the turbines from companies which did
not actually put in a bid to supply and install them. The Northern Territory
Treasury and Barclays Australia, which is the financial adviser to the
government on the project, are assisting in evaluating those offers.
In addition, counter-trade proposals were sought as part of the tender
package and these have been evaluated with the assistance of the Northern
Territory Development Corporation. Although the counter-trade proposals were
generally disappointing, it is hoped that some additional industrial activity
may develop in the Northern Territory as a result of the successful tenderer's
proposal.
The laying of the foundations for the gas turbines is scheduled to start
on Channel Island in April next year. The first open-cycle gas turbine plant
is due to be commissioned in December 1986 to coincide with the completion of
the Amadeus Basin to Darwin gas pipeline. The second open-cycle gas turbine
is scheduled for commissioning in January 1987, the third in February 1987 and
the combined-cycle block in October 1987.
On Channel Island, contractors have started digging trenches and
installing conduit for the provision of power, telephone and water services.
A concrete batching plant has been set up by Pioneer Concrete to provide
concrete to the project on site. Continuous security on the site has been
reintroduced. To date, the following work has been completed: water supply to
the island, roads to the island, the Channel Island bridge, site clearing,
supply of concrete drainage pipe, supply of armarock and site preparation. In
total, more than $50m has been spent on infrastructure work on the project to
date.
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The Elizabeth River Bridge, providing access from Palmerston, is open to
traffic and the final clean-up is under way. Gutteridge Haskins and Davey,
and Black and Veatch have been retained as project managers following the
switch from coal to gas, and an amended project management agreement was
signed earlier this year with that group. Environmental monitoring is
continuing in accordance with the approved EIS and a program of further study
has started to supplement the EIS, taking into account the change from coal to
gas.
I am sure that there will be a significant improvement in environmental
effects following that change.
A firm offer has been received for the purchase of piles originally
intended for use in the construction of a wharf for coal ships to unload and a
final contract is now being negotiated. Unfortunately, the steel piles can be
sold only at less than cost because of the market at the present time.
Officers have been attempting all around Australia, and indeed overseas, to
find a buyer for those piles. The piles of course were ordered in advance of
the decision to switch to gas.
In addition to the tenders for gas turbines and combined cycle plant,
tenders have closed and contracts are expected to be awarded shortly for two
132-kilovolt transmission lines between Channel Island and Hudson Creek.
Tenders for the 132-kilovolt switch-out equipment closed on 27 August. Those
projects are quite big. They appear to be simply lines from Channel Island to
a point near Palmerston and Hudson Creek, but one of them is worth some $llm.
Project advisers engaged for the Channel Island project are:
legal
contractual - Freehill
Hollingdale and Page; insurance - Reed Stenhouse;
financial advisers - Barclays Australia;
industrial
relations - Northern
Territory Confederation of Industry; and commerce - Confederation of
Australian Industry. Approximately 10 further contracts remain to be tendered
and let during the next 9 months. These include the purchase of many
specialised items of equipment and construction contracts for foundations,
buildings, tanks and electrical and mechanical installation.
Price Fixing
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Is he aware of recent public allegations concerning the pernlclous and
illegal practice of price fixing? Is he aware that the allegations involve an
alleged meeting at a Darwin hotel of executives of fruit juice distributing
companies in the Northern Territory and that, at that meeting, 2 options
allegedly were put to a local Northern Territory distributor by a
Brisbane-based firm which owns the company Northern Territory Fruit Juices
Pty Ltd, and that these options were: the local distributor accept an offer to
be bought out or join this firm in a price fixing arrangement? Will he
confirm to the Assembly that the Northern Territory's representative of the
Brisbane firm delivering this ultimatum was the now honourable member for
Jingili, Mr Rick Setter, and can he advise the Assembly if the Northern
Territory government is cooperating with officers of the Trade Practices
Commission in its inquiry into these allegations?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am unaware of the
has given this morning but I am aware
Indeed, they were made again in
Territorian. I can advise the Leader
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for Consumer Affairs within the Department of Community Development is
cooperating with the Trades Practices Commission. In fact, a member of the
Trade Practices Commission will be visiting Darwin on 28 August and he will be
continuing his investigations which have been going on for some time now.
In June, the Trade Practices Commission also conducted inquiries into the
alleged taped telephone conversation. For the benefit of honourable members,
I will read out the briefing which gives some background about this event.
I
am informed that the Trade Practices Commission has been aware of the problem
for several months and officers visited Darwin in June in an effort to have
the local Darwin businessman making the complaint sign a statement concerning
the taped telephone conversation. The businessman refused the request because
of concerns for his safety and, with only an unverified tape, the commission
had little with which to proceed further.
The Commissioner for Consumer Affairs will be assisting the Trade
Practices Commission in its investigations. We do not have any jurisdiction
in this area; it comes under the Trade Practices Commission. Under section 45
of the Trade Practices Act, it is quite clear that price maintenance as
alleged by the article in the Sunday Territorian is prohibited. The Trade
Practices Commission will try once again to verify these facts. I am unaware
of the detail which the Leader of the Opposition has but the Trade Practices
Commission will be continuing its investigations and, through the Consumer
Affairs section of the Department of Community Development, will be advising
me of the results of its inquiries as thev proceed.
Agricultural and Horticultural Land
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for LANDS
What is the time frame for turning off more land for agricultural and
horticultural use either in the Douglas-Daly or Katherine areas and under what
conditions will the land be released?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Douglas-Daly area has been the location for research
carried out by the Agricultural Development and Marketing Authority into the
possibility of the establishment of a grain industry in the Northern
Territory. The results have been quite satisfactory, particularly in recent
times. I do not propose to take up the time of the Assembly this morning with
the details of the performance but suffice it to say that 2 of the project
farmers at the Douglas-Daly have now accepted offers to purchase their farms
and become private farmers. I refer to the Royles and the Dawes.
Both are
now private farmers although, obviously, they are still actively involved in
the grain growing industry in association with ADMA and are taking advantage
of the many facilities that ADMA is providing to the grain industry in the
Northern Territory.
There were problems in that area with respect to another family, the
Vidlers, who operated a property known as Ruby Downs which had some very
serious conservation problems which required heavy soil erosion embankments on
that property. That made it very difficult for Mr Vidler to operate. In the
last growing season, Mr Vidler moved onto another farm in the area and has
successfully farmed that. Ruby Downs is now operated by 2 share farmers who
have accepted offers to become project farmers under the ADMA scheme.
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There are 2 other potential properties in the Douglas-Daly area and we are
investigating the possibility of having those properties released this year as
grain farms. The possibility for expansion of grain farming in that area
looks good. There are problems in respect of the Fish River property because
that area cannot be developed successfully until such time as there is an
all-weather bridge placed across the Douglas River to the Fish River property
so that there can be all-year access to and from those properties. As with
the properties on 001100 Station, the soils are sandy and some of the crops
that are being grown there are more suited to heavier soils such as those on
Douglas Station.
I have had discussions with the owners of Douglas Station.
We are looking at the possibility of having that property subdivided to enable
further grain farming on the areas that are more suitable to what are now
becoming the traditional grains being grown in the Territory, in particular
maize, soya beans and sorghum which perform better with heavier soils. We
anticipate that we will be able to subdivide some of Douglas Station, probably
through the owners of that property rather than by any process of acquisition
and then subdivision by ADMA. That would enable us to bring more farmers into
grain production on those heavier soils in the Douglas-Daly region. That
augurs well.
In respect to the sandier soils, work has been continuing. We anticipate
good prospects for the growing of peanuts. We understand that, in this coming
season, some properties will shift towards growing peanuts. That may increase
the prospects of the sandier soils in that area.
In the Katherine region, ADMA has written to the management of the
Mataranka property. It is proposed this year that a series of horticulture
blocks will be released starting at the Katherine end of that property. That
has been the subject of quite intensive soil, conservation and agricultural
analysis to ensure that any development is carried out properly and in a
sensitive manner. We do not want any soil degradation as a consequence of
cropping in that area. Some of those farms will become available for release
later this year. On the Mataranka property itself, it is further anticipated
that we will be able to release 2 other blocks for grain production. Again,
it is anticipated that, in this coming financial year, we will be able to
bring those properties onto the market.
Mr Speaker, in determining who should get access to these blocks, it is
not simply a case of the first person with enough money to pay the highest
price for the land. We must ensure that whoever goes onto these farms not
only has the financial capacity but also the technical capacity and the
ability and experience to be able to farm the country properly. The
development of agriculture in the Northern Territory has been one of boom and
bust.
It has been a story of bad management and the industry, quite frankly,
cannot afford any major disasters. We need to move carefully and we will be
investigating ways in which we can introduce some pre-qualifying process in
the applications so that those who finally obtain those farms are people who
have experience and the financial and technical capacity to operate those
farms. In this way, we will be able to continue the expansion of the grain
industry to meet the continually growing local demand for grain products.
Air Charter Operator
Mr BELL to MINISTER to TRANSPORT and WORKS
I refer to the Ombudsman's case notes on complaints for the year 1983-84,
specifically matter E.778 in which a private air charter operator was
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seriously disadvantaged as the result of a ministerial decision. Is the
minister aware of that particular matter? If so, which air charter operator
was involved and has the government taken any action by way of compensation
for this particular operator?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am unable to give a detailed answer to the honourable
member. However, I assure him that I will obtain the details and supply that
information to him later during this sittings.
Pensioner Concessions
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Considering the increasing concern by aged pensioners at the continuing
decline in their well-being at the hands of the Hawke government, what is the
progress of his department's review of Northern Territory pensioner
concessions?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am aware of the member for Wagaman's interest in pensioner
issues. In fact, he has been very active with various pensioner organisations
and I thank him for the opportunity to address some of his questions. The
aged population is now the second-fastest-growing group within our Northern
It is growing at around 6.5% a year. This is second
Territory population.
only to our youth, which has one of the highest percentages of total
population in Australia in the 0-16 age bracket. The Northern Territory
government took a conscious decision to encourage people to retire in the
Northern Territory. About 4 or 5 years ago, St Pauls school held a
share-a-grandmother day or share-a-grandfather day. Grandparents went to the
school because people were always talking about grandma and grandpa down
south. The big problem in the Northern Territory is the lack of the extended
family caused by people packing up and retiring down south. The honourable
member for Flynn announced recently the need to investigate the establishment
of a retirement village in Alice Springs. I have been active in looking at
the concept of a pensioner village at Palmerston.
Indeed, the member for
Koolpinyah has been working with the Rural Old Timers' Association to examine
ways of developing village centres for pensioners to retire.
It is an issue which needs to be examined. My department has developed an
information paper which will be going to Cabinet in the very near future. It
addresses the problems of pensioner concessions. Some of those concessions
are quite good. However, there have been accusations of people misusing those
concessions and of people who may not be eligible for them, in particular
electricity concessions which are available to pensioners. As a result of
those accusations, my department has conducted a complete review of the
pensioner concessions. Further details on that will be available soon.
I note that the member for Wagaman suggested that, under the Hawke
government, our aged people are not doing so well. There is ample evidence of
that in terms of assets tests etc. Indeed, even in the budget, I noticed
that, compared to youth, pensioners did not receive much of an increase in
allowances etc.
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In the Northern Territory, pensioner concessions cover things like rates
reductions, which can be as high as 62%, and spectacles and travel. These are
very generous concessions.
It is good to see that people are starting to
retire here. They are retiring here because of the concessions and because
the Northern Territory government is prepared to look after them. The extent
of bus concessions and some other concessions will be notified in the very
near future, as will be the moves the Northern Territory government intends to
take to tidy up some of the misuse of those concessions which have occurred in
the past and to ensure that our aged people in the Northern Territory can make
this place their home. They are welcome here. We look after the needs of our
senior citizens and give them the respect that they deserve.
Bunker Oil and Diesel Fuel Levy
Mr LEO to CHIEF MINISTER
Have all consumers of bunker oil and diesel fuel agreed to pay the
Northern Territory government's $1 per tonne levy? If all consumers have not
agreed to pay the levy, what steps will the government take to enforce
payment?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member is pre-empting what I will say in a few
minutes.
In fact, the government will be introducing energy consumption tax
bills during the next couple of days. I would be absolutely amazed if people
were waiting with cheque in hand ready to pay. If they are not ready, then
that would be absolutely normal. If they do not put up any resistance at all,
that would be unbelievable.
I am sure the honourable member for Nhulunbuy
appreciates that as much as everybody else.
Turtle Population on Sir Edward Pel lew Group
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
In an article in the Northern Territory News on Saturday 24 August,
Galarrwuy Yunupingu, Chairman of the Northern Land Council, called upon the
Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service to investigate the effects of
development on the Sir Edward Pel lew Group's population of green and flatback
turtles because the Northern Territory government could not be trusted to take
environmental factors into account. What knowledge does the Conservation
Commission of the Northern Territory have of the local salt water turtle
population of the Sir Edward Pel lew Group and what precautions did the
Northern Territory government take before releasing the 11 weekender blocks
recently sold on Centre Island?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I was quite surprised to see that article in the paper from
the Chairman of the Northern Land Council on Saturday. Quite frankly, I
thought that the gentleman should have known better. After all, Mr Yunupingu
is a board member of the Northern Territory Conservation Commission and should
have been aware of the facts. Certainly, he would have been more aware if he
attended meetings of the Conservation Commission board more frequently.
Mr B. Collins:

All the other members are probably bored too.

202

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Tuesday 27 August 1985
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Mr HATTON: It is pleasing to see how much interest the honourable Leader
of the Opposition pays to conservation with those sorts of trite comments.
Mr B. Collins:

Oh, groan, moan, shame.

Mr HATTON: The fact is that the Northern Territory government has paid
quite a deal of attention to the environmental problems on Centre Island, and
in fact on the whole of the Sir Edward Pel lew Group, over a number of years.
We are working on a very comprehensive and detailed program of research,
planning and protection for that area in combination with the Aboriginal
people.
Mr Speaker, having noticed that article, I sought to obtain a more
detailed briefing from the Conservation Commission. It might be interesting
for me to take the opportunity to refer to some of the points in that
briefing. Firstly, there is relatively little solid information on the turtle
lifestyle in the Gulf of Carpentaria. The Conservation Commission has carried
out 2 surveys of dugong and turtle populations in the areas and there is a
small amount of historical information. The lower gulf has extensive seagrass
areas and both the green and flatback turtle use the region as a feeding
ground. To date, we have not confirmed reports of green turtles' nesting.
Most reports from locals and historical information relate to the flatback
turtle. The flatbacks nest throughout the islands of the Sir Edward Pel lew
Group, principally on North Island, Pearce Island, Urqhuart Islet and Turtle
Island, with moderate activity on the other islands, including Centre Island.
Paradoxically, most of our scientific information on the turtles in the
area results from research carried out during a rescue operation by the
Conservation Commission which was carried out in March last year in the wake
of Cyclone Kathy. 214 green turtles were checked during the rescue operation.
There were 30 dead and, of these, the 28 females were autopsied. Although it
was the breeding season, only a small population of 12 adult males was found.
Together with the fact that no fertilised females were found, this tends to
indicate the area is primarily important as a feeding area for the green
turtle rather than as a nesting area.
The Conservation Commission has a research program running on both species
of turtle and dugong, and we wrote to the NLC 10 months ago asking for its
help in making contact with local communities. To date, there has been no
reply. However, the commission is continuing to explore this complex subject
and hoping to carry out another field expedition in October.
After Cyclone Kathy, a number of Aboriginals from the Borroloola area came
forward and gave invaluable assistance and information during the rescue
operation. One of these, Mr Graham Friday, has continued to assist the
research effort. To help build up a bank of knowledge, the Conservation
Commission sent him to a Queensland training program on turtle biology and
research in 1984, and this year to a workshop in Townsville on traditional
hunting of marine animals.
Mr Speaker, this information was the subject of a press release issued by
me on 21 February this year.
In this context, the Northern Territory
government would be delighted if Mr Yunupingu could coerce the ANPWS into
providing additional research input into the life cycle and habits of these
important animals. Its track record on this matter is indicated by its
refusal to assist with funds for the turtle rescue although it did belatedly
contribute to the dugong portion - hardly a high level of interest and
involvement.
203

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Tuesday 27 August 1985

Regarding the proposed developments on Centre Island, the quite genuine
concerns expressed by the Chairman of the NLC were taken into account in 3
ways. Firstly, the government made the decision to place all such development
on one location so that we could avoid sporadic development over a number of
locations. Secondly, we took the advice that Centre Island was less important
as a nesting site than other islands in the group. Thirdly, the covenants on
the developments are such that disturbance on the beach and dune areas is
minimised, and a declaration of a restricted use area under the Soil
Conservation and Land Utilisation Act restricts access to the beach to
pedestrian traffic only. These approaches were developed in consultation with
the Bureau of the NLC. With such provisions, the impact on the ecosystem will
be kept to acceptable limits.
Mr Speaker, I would like to go back through the history of negotiations
involving the Department of Lands. In 1981, the Secretary of the Department
of Lands and the Surveyor-General met with Mr Leo Findlay and other
traditional owners for discussions. Discussions continued, particularly in
October 1983, when the then Director of the Southern Division met with
traditional owners to discuss the area and, in August 1984, when traditional
owners came to Darwin to talk to the deputy secretary.
In all cases, the
traditional owners and custodians of sites said that Camp Beach was okay. In
fact, that was the site proposed by the traditional Aboriginal owners as most
suitable for living areas. They said it was okay but that there were several
sensitive areas to be considered. These have been taken into consideration.
They include sacred sites, dugongs and general maintenance of the country. At
no stage was concern expressed about turtles by the Aboriginal people or by
the NLC.
I suspect Mr Yunupingu has been led up the garden path. I understand that
one of his staff members in the NLC is a senior person in the Environment
Centre, and the press statement reads very much like comments by the
Environment Centre people. I think he has done himself, the NLC and the
Aboriginal people of that area a grave disservice with that outburst.
Alice Springs Casino
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
I want to try to remove some confusion in public statements in respect of
the Alice Springs casino.
Hopefully, with the assistance of the Chief
Minister, more confusion will not be created. In the Chief Minister's public
reference to the possible combination of the existing Alice Springs casino
with the golf course development, does the proposal involve a transfer of the
existing Alice Springs casino from the Northern Territory Property Trust to
other owners or is this part of the development of the golf course estate
referred to in the Chief Minister's statement to the Assembly on Wednesday
27 February 1985? To what the extent does this require any renegotiation of
the operator's agreement?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, my references to the Alice Springs casino and its future
related to the level of profitability or the degree of loss that surrounds
that operation. The point that I have been making is very simply that it is
not in anybody's interest for us to maintain an operation that has shown, and
looks like showing for some time, a loss on its total operation. There have
been a range of suggestions put forward as to how profitability at the Alice
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Springs casino might be achieved. Suggestions have been made by the operators
and by other interested parties. We all have an interest in some way. For
instance, the government's interest is that it would like the casino to pay
tax and that is a pretty reasonable expectation.
However, while it is
operating at a loss, that is not likely to happen. I have flagged some of the
options that are available and some of the suggestions that have been made by
people on how its operations might be reviewed to make it profitable.
I am
quite relaxed about any direction that we might take but I must confirm that
any change of direction would need to be negotiated by the trust, have the
consent of the operators and generally have some optimistic outlook.
Everybody I have dealt with - and I feel very strongly about this
myself - believes that the Alice Springs casino should be put into a
profitable mode as soon as possible.
Taminmin High School
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
In view of the popularity of agricultural courses at the Taminmin High
School, the fact that it is the only rural high school in the Northern
Territory and the vast distances in the Northern Territory, has he given any
thought to a boarding school associated with the high school where children
from other parts of the Northern Territory can board and receive a rural
education?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the honourable member for her question. I have not
given consideration to including boarding facilities at Taminmin High School.
I might say that the curriculum at the high school will encourage further
enrolments. Agriculture has a tremendous future in the Northern Territory and
I am sure that the enrolments will continue. The issue of boarding facilities
is one that the government has addressed not only in relation to giving
students access to agricultural pursuits but also for giving isolated students
the opportunity of having access to a full range of subjects. That is
something that isolated students have missed out on for many years. We have
boarding subsidy schemes which are available but they do not really address
the problem. To date, we have been looking very seriously at the provision of
boarding facilities in Darwin. The recent announcement that we were looking
at establishing an agricultural component in the Tennant Creek High School has
directed the government's thoughts in relation to providing boarding
facilities at Tennant Creek. The issues themselves are being addressed by the
government. However, I would not say that we are looking at putting boarding
facilities at Taminmin High School.
Alice Springs to Darwin Railway
Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
Given the selective quoting he has been indulging in lately in the press,
will he undertake to table in this Assembly the latest study on the Alice
Springs to Darwin railway before the Assembly rises on Thursday?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, if I have adopted any habit of selective quoting, I have
probably copied it from some people across the room who are pretty good at it
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themselves.
I would not
selective quoting.

like anybody to think that I had a monopoly on

Mr B. Collins: Would you like us to move that dispatch box over to your
desk to save you the trouble?
Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, I am quite happy to stand at the dispatch box.
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his interest in my comfort while I am
addressing such a boring question from the opposition.
If the member for Stuart would like to be patient for a day or two, he
will be able to learn in more detail about the proposal for the construction
of the Alice Springs to Darwin railway. He will find the proposition most
interesting and a little unfortunate because it will put paid to many of the
propositions that the ALP has been peddling around Australia for a few years:
that the railway is not an economic venture and should not be supported by the
government, particularly the federal Labor government. The report to which
the member for Stuart refers will become a public document later in the year
but, in the meantime, he will have an opportunity some time this week to
discuss the contents of a ministerial statement on the same issue. He will be
able to give us his views on that.
New Cemetery for Darwin
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
What progress is being made towards the establishment of a new Darwin
cemetery at Berrimah?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member for Jingili has a cemetery in his
electorate which is becoming filled. There have been discussions for some
time on moving the cemetery facilities from Darwin to another place. It would
appear that the facilities will be transferred to the electorate of Berrimah.
Some $50 000 was approved in 1984-85 to plan the project. We are looking for
an additional $200 000 this financial year to enable the supply of essential
services and earthworks and fencing to be done on the proposed site.
It is
proposed that representatives from the Darwin City Council will be appointed
as interim trustees to ensure that the new area is established and ready for
operation before the McMillans Road facility becomes full. Based on current
trends, it is estimated that, within 2 to 3 years, the cemetery at McMillans
Road will be full and consideration is also currently being given to the
long-term management options which may involve other councils in the
management of such a facility. The member for Koolpinyah has raised in this
Assembly on many occasions the fact that her constituents pay more for burials
in Darwin than Darwin people. Issues such as this will be addressed.
A management committee needs to be established to look at ways of burying
our dead with dignity and to look at the cost implications of running
cemeteries. They are very expensive facilities to run. I understand that the
cemetery in McMillans Road cost something like $90 000 to run last year over
and above the charges that were levied on people being buried in that
particular facility.
Mr B. Collins:

What is happening about the crematorium?
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Mr COULTER: The issue of the crematorium has been raised from time to
time. The cost implications are high. We will be looking at the most
efficient way for people to have their dead buried with the dignity they
deserve. I am reminded of a joke but I will not continue any further. I will
be in touch with the honourable member later.
Employment of Apprentices on Public Works Projects
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Has the Commonwealth a policy similar to the Territory regarding the
employment of apprentices on its public works projects?
ANSWER
The short answer to the question is no but I think that it is certainly
interesting for members of this Assembly to reflect on the fact that all
states and the Northern Territory have some program in existence whereby
apprentices are required to work with firms that win government contracts.
I
raised this subject recently in Perth at a meeting of Ministers for Housing
and Construction. I raised it with Mr West, the Commonwealth Minister for
Housing and Construction.
I asked if he would examine the matter of the
Commonwealth being slightly out of step with the states and the Territory on
this matter. The minister gave an undertaking that he would have his
department investigate the possibility of introducing a scheme similar to that
employed by the states and the Northern Territory. It is a matter of some
concern to us because of the future development of Tindal which will involve
the employment of a number of people. I believe that the training of youth in
skilled professions is something that we should all be concerned about.
In
relation to the recent statement by the Prime Minister on training schemes for
youth, that certainly disappointed me a bit. Even though apprenticeship
training is of some importance to our country's future, that was not addressed
by the Commonwealth. I believe that it needs addressing very urgently. The
possible construction of an airport terminal in Darwin also has implications
for young people in Darwin.
Yulara Trust Account
Mr SMITH to TREASURER
Why were payments into the Yulara Trust Account $8m in 1984-85 and
payments out of that account $6.3m? Is the $6.3m above the expected amount
and, if so, what is the cause?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will obtain that information for the honourable member and
provide it to him later today. If he had given me notice an hour ago that he
wanted it, I could have given him the details now.
Uncontrolled Dogs
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Darwin residents recently have been voicing great concern about
uncontrolled dogs in suburban streets.
Has he any legislative plans to
address this problem?
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ANSWER
~lr Speaker, I know of no other controversy in the community at the moment
which affects everybody more than the question of dog control. The member for
Millner mentioned in the Assembly last week the problems associated with dogs.
He said that it was very difficult for him to walk around his electorate
without beinq bitten. I have checked with some other honourable members and
they do not suffer the problem to the same degree as the honourable member for
Millner. However, there is a problem with dogs and we are indeed addressing
it. Honourable members may have heard on the radio this morning that 2 owners
are to be prosecuted for their dogs savaging wallabies at East Point. The
problem has become very serious indeed. The number of dogs at Palmerston and
Darwin has grown over the years and the degree of responsibility shown by the
dog owners seems to have declined. Many options have been suggested to the
government over a period.

Recently, the Chief Minister and myself were travelling in the bush and we
came across a police station which detailed the cost of registering dogs in a
particular community. The registration fee for male dogs was $10 and $8 for
female dogs. Pensioners received a 50% reduction. The option of desexing has
been considered. Recently, we heard from the honourable member for Millner
about the dog catcher at Mount Isa. That town has quite stringent
regulations. The dogs must be on a lead.
We intend to introduce changes to our legislation. The major change will
be that we will treat every dog which is in a public place without a
registration tag as an unregistered dog. That is the first problem that we
have in picking up dogs. There is also the cost involved in running pounds
and institutions such as the RSPCA facility for unwanted dogs.
Honourable
members would be aware that the ownership of dogs follows a fashion. Red
setters are in vogue one year and great danes the next. As soon as they go
out of fashion, people seem to discard them or do not feed them. There are
those sorts of problems. If a dog does not have a tag, it will be considered
as an unregistered dog.
As an alternative to impounding, we also intend to provide for on-the-spot
notices to be issued to an owner where a dog has committed a minor breach. We
also intend to provide that the offences which apply when a dog is in a public
place will also apply when the dog is in a place where the owner has not
consented to the dog's presence. This also will be a major legislative
change. The draft is in its final stages of preparation. When it is in a
suitable form, discussions will be held with the Canine Association, local
councils and other interested groups to address this very serious problem.
ADMA Purchase of Peanut Processing Plant
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
In response to my earlier question, the minister mentioned the growth of
the peanut industry in the Douglas-Daly area and the sandy soils. Early this
year, the Agricultural Development and Marketing Authority purchased at
auction a peanut processing plant. What is planned for this machinery?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, in April of this year, the Agricultural Development and
Marketing Authority purchased equipment at auction at Kingaroy to enable it to
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set up a peanut processing plant. The board of the authority considered
likely sites for such a plant. I might say that it has been the subject of
quite an incredible amount of debate.
I do not think a decision of the
authority has created as much debate for some time. There has been lobbying
within the grain industry for its location at various places, all of which
were investigated. There were proposals to put it at the Douglas-Daly area,
Katherine, Adelaide River and Darwin. This debate went backwards and forwards
and it was a most interesting period.
However, at this stage, what the authority has decided is that the
equipment will be stored until the peanut industry has proven itself further.
The equipment was purchased at very realistic prices. To purchase new
equipment would cost something in the order of 4 to 5 times as much as we
spent at the auction. Mr Dalzell, a board member, is currently in
Saudi Arabia. On his trip, he made contact with Japanese buyers of peanuts.
He was confident that he would be able to arrange a sale of our peanuts direct
into Singapore in the coming season.
As a consequence of this equipment being available, we will be introducing
initially pre-cleaning equipment into the Douglas-Daly area to reduce some of
the transport costs. A number of farmers have now purchased seed in advance
with the intention of moving significantly into peanut production in the
Douglas-Daly area. So it is pleasing that one of our board members has been
able to identify a potential export market for that product. We should have
detailed information on that by the end of this month. The buyers are
interested in shelled nuts. If Mr Dalzell is successful, it will be necessary
to set up enough of the plant to shell the peanuts to enable them to be
shipped to Singapore for final processing. This would need to be done by
June 1986.
With all the debate that has been taking place, and the decision to hold
off until the peanut industry establishes itself more, it seems that events
have started to overtake us again and that in fact we may have a significant
planting and a reasonably good market for the product overseas. We may then
proceed to locate the plant. I imagine ADMA will be engaged in more debate
and discussion with the members of the Grain Growers Association to determine
finally that location.
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Pipeline Easement between Palm Valley and Alice Springs
Mr BELL to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Have erosion problems on the pipeline easement between Palm Valley and
Alice Springs been drawn to his attention and, if so, what action has he
taken?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I do not recall any problems of that nature being drawn to my
attention in the last few days. However, I will undertake to seek
information.
Relevant officers within government have the necessary power to
require rectification where problems such as erosion arise, so the matter may
well be in hand.
However, I will seek some information for the honourable
member and perhaps say more on the matter tomorrow.
Araluen Art Centre
Mr VALE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Has an agreement been reached with the Alice Springs Town Council
concerning the funding for the Araluen Art Centre and what were the total
operating costs of the centre for the last financial year?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Araluen Art Centre has undergone some changes of late.
The director of the centre has left and a new director has been appointed and
will take up his position some time in the next few weeks. The financial
status of the centre has been addressed by a working party made up of
representatives of Treasury and the Department of Community Development.
It
has met with the trustees and the previous director of the centre to work up a
plan of management for the centre and to look at ways of funding it.
When it was established, it was given $300 000 as an operational grant to
set it up. The development of the art centre and its popularity have
increased over the years. Its initial request for funding for 1985-86 was
somewhere in the vicinity of $600 000. I questioned the amount of funding
requested and, as a result of that, we examined the funding of the centre and
its total operation.
I am now in a position to inform the member for
Braitling that a Cabinet submission has been prepared covering those issues
relating to Araluen.
It will be discussed in Cabinet in the near future.
Whilst there have been no formal discussions with the Alice Springs Town
Council, approaches have been made to the council to see if it would take over
some of the running of the centre. Whilst it has representatives on the board
of trustees at Araluen, it was hoped that the Alice Springs Town Council would
take a higher profile in the operation of the centre. The Alice Springs Town
Council has suggested that in fact it is a regional centre and not just a
centre for Alice Springs. It is a magnificent centre and worthy of the title
and status of a regional centre.
However, negotiations are continuing with the council. As I said, a
submission will be going before Cabinet in the very near future. I will keep
the honourable member for Braitling informed of events as they occur over the
next couple of weeks.

210

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Wednesday 28 August 1985

Territory Shark Sales to Victoria
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for PORTS and FISHERIES
What is the Territory government doing in relation to the restrictions
placed on Territory shark entering the Victorian market?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as honourable members would be aware, in late June the
Victorian government announced that it would place a number of restrictions on
the entry of shark into Victoria. This was done to limit the entry of shark
with a specific level of mercury content into the Victorian market.
Mr Speaker, you would be aware that the requirements in Victoria are the most
stringent in the world. The figure is 0.05 parts per million which is about
half the requirement of almost anywhere else in the world.
raised this matter by telex virtually immediately with the relevant
Victorian minister. Subsequently, I met with him during a meeting of the
Australian Agricultural Council in Darwin in early July.
Victoria really has pulled a neat little trick on the Northern Territory.
I am prepared to accept the Victorian minister's explanation that that trick
was pulled unwittingly.
However, instead of having regulations which limit
the shark by specifying the mercury level, it has tried to simplify its
procedures by limiting the species of shark that would be allowed into the
market. The effect has been that only 2 of the species caught in northern
Australian waters are included in the list of approved species. These
2 species constitute less than 25% of the NT shark catch by weight.
The
Victorian market is by far the most significant market for shark in Australia
and so this placed quite a heavy burden on our developing shark fishery
industry.
In fact, the black-tipped shark makes up some 70% of the catch for
inshore boats and was seen as a viable alternative for people coming out of
the barramundi fishing industry.
As I said, I raised this with the Victorian minister. Discussions have
been held with that government at both ministerial and officer level to
develop arrangements for the sale in Victoria of all Territory shark and shark
products which can meet mercury standards. Negotiations are continuing but a
change in Victorian fisheries legislation will now take no less than 3 months
and alternatives through existing health legislation are also being
investigated.
Mr Speaker, the regulations in Victoria were amended in June and then, on
30 June, the Victorian government decided to change its procedures for the
determination of regulations whereby the public is allowed to comment and
there is a process of public consultation. Since July, this has stretched out
dramatically the amount of time it takes to introduce changes even by way of
regulation. Therefore, even when we finally reach agreement with the
Victorian government, it will take several months to bring the Victorian
situation more into balance for the Northern Territory.
Apart from that, our department is working quite actively in trying to
develop and promote alternative markets for the shark. In fact, there is an
increasing potential for our shark in the Californian market.
Indications
from the Australian Trade Commissioner in California, Mr Graham Rice, are that
we have a very good potential for selling almost all of our catch in that
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market. What we need to
packaging and supplying that
systems as they exist in
lucrative return to the shark

do now is to work out ways of consolidating,
market through the wholesaling and broking
California. That would provide an even more
fishermen in the Northern Territory.

Mercury Levels at Warrego Gold Room
Mr EDE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
With reference to the continuing concern regarding mercury levels at
Warrego during the period 1981-85, and with reference also to statements
yesterday in the press where he is alleged to have said that he would make a
statement yesterday regarding Warrego, I now ask him once again: will he table
all tests carried out by the Department of Mines and Energy in the gold room
between 1980 and 1985 and will he furnish a statement as to their frequency,
the stage of the extraction process during which they were carried out and
such further details as would allow this Assembly to assess the performance of
the minister responsible over that period?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, during this sittings I will table the information the
honourable member seeks. I would rather spare honourable members the pain of
listening to me read them out. There is a raft of data on government
samplings and methods over the period that he is concerned about. I seek
leave to table this document.
Leave granted.
Municipal Rates in Darwin
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
I refer to an interview heard on the radio this morning when a Darwin City
Council spokesman said that the reason why the Darwin municipal rates were
going to increase was that the Valuer-General had increased property values.
Considering the minister is in the process of active consultation with rural
people on the subject of rates and local government, could he comment on this
statement?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I think the question is a valid one considering that there was
such an interview on the radio this morning. I know how sensitive a matter it
is to the member for Koolpinyah. The radio interviewer was quite out of order
when she said that the increases will not be across the board in that flat
owners and northern suburbs residents will be the hardest hit whilst some
residents will actually pay less this year. The interviewer then went on to
say that the wide variation of increases results from a 3-yearly assessment of
properties by the Valuer-General and this is outside of the council's control.
It would be construed from that that, because the Valuer-General has reviewed
the unimproved capital valuations in the Darwin area, the council will have to
increase the rating burden on the area. That is absolute nonsense. There is
no need for the council to increase the rates based on the unimproved capital
values.
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I have attended many meetings in the rural area recently with the member
for Koolpinyah at which I suggested that the total unimproved capital value
for the entire proposed shire in the rural area, based on 1979 figures, is
about $65m. The 1984 figures, which will be released soon, take it to
about $130m. We have said that we are after revenue-raising capacity of
about $325 000. Therefore, that would require about 0.5¢ in the dollar on
unimproved capital value, based on 1979 figures. If we use the 1984 figures,
we would require 0.25¢. In other words, it would halve as the unimproved
capital value doubled. This system is available to the council. It can put a
ceiling on it or do whatever it likes. In fact, the whole philosophy behind
the new Local Government Act, which will come into force in July 1986, is to
devolve powers on the councils and to allow them to be innovative and look at
various ways of collecting rates. It could be done on improved capital values
but those figures are not available to the council yet. It could be done on
unimproved capital values or there could be a differential rating system. In
fact, they now have the power to introduce a whole range of rating systems
throughout the rural area.
The report is absolute nonsense.
The council is not compelled by the
Valuer-General to increase the rates at all. The independence of the
Valuer-General should never be questioned by anybody. He is independent and,
under the unimproved capital value system, ratepayers can appeal against the
unimproved capital value which is levied on their particular premises.
Mr B. Collins:
Mr COULTER:

You just said that no one was allowed to object.

They can appeal.

As a result of the interview, I sought from the council its budget
estimates presented by the Lord Mayor last evening. In fact, there have been
decreases in some areas.
I will give some examples of that for honourable
members. On the 1982 UCV, a strata title unit in the Esplanade in Darwin
would have been valued at about $10 000 and would have attracted a rate burden
of $149.10. Under the 1985 UCV, it would be worth about $12 000 and the rate
would be about $133.20. The 1984-85 rate was 0.01491 and the 1985-86 rate,
based on the increased unimproved capital value, is down to 0.0111. The
increases are largely in places like Rapid Creek, Nightcliff, Malak and
Leanyer.
I notice that the council's capital works program is quite extensive. The
cost of running the council is quite high and the programs which it will be
undertaking this year are quite extensive. The responsibility rests with the
council to determine its rating system. It will pay the penalty at the ballot
box for any mismanagement just as members of this Assembly will. The present
government has little to worry in that regard but I cannot say the same about
the opposition. The council is not compelled by any increase in the
unimproved capital value to increase its rates. That is at the discretion of
the council itself.
Revenues and Costs Relating to Casinos
Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
Can he confirm the accuracy of the total gaming tax revenue from the Alice
Springs and Darwin casinos in the next financial year, contained in the
estimates of the budget papers, as $45 OOO? Can he also confirm the accuracy
of the estimate that the cost of the regulatory and inspectorial services for
the 2 casinos, to be paid for by the government, will be $470 OOO?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can confirm that the figures shown in the budget to cover
the regulatory aspects of the casinos are the expected costs that the
government must pay. The anticipated revenue from the casinos is shown as
$45 000 and, unless there is a marked upturn in the level of profitability of
the Alice Springs casino in particular, that is the amount of revenue that we
would expect to collect.
Mr Robertson:

What about payroll tax?

Mr TUXWORTH:
Mr Speaker, the Special Minister for Constitutional
Development asks about payroll tax. Of course, there are additional revenues
and benefits that come to the Northern Territory government from having the
casino in place. In particular, there are the employment opportunities that
it offers young people in the Territory. While I have to acknowledge that the
revenue is not as much as we would like, we certainly appreciate the job
opportunities that have been created for many young Territorians. That is a
worthwhile aspect of the whole operation.
Wagaman Pi"imary School
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Why is Wagaman Primary School to be downgraded in 1986 and what assurances
can he give for the ongoing educational well-being of its students?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I wish the member for Wagaman would refer to it as
reclassification rather than downgrading. I guess we only hear about those
I might point out that many schools are
schools that are downgraded.
upgraded. It relates to the number of enrolments at a particular school.
That is the system as it exists.
I might say that it has been rather
disappointing that we have had to make certain changes within the system in
relation to the rating of schools and the staffing of schools. We were placed
under very strict constraints in relation to the cuts from the Commonwealth
government.
It was necessary for us to ensure that the face-to-face teaching
was not affected. Many other state education systems have been forced to make
changes as a result of Senator Walsh's actions. Recently, an article in the
Bulletin referred to the overstaffing of schools in the ACT. Senator Ryan and
others have been brought to task and made to bring their staffing back to
realistic levels.
Mr Speaker, as I have said on many occasions, the Territory has formulae
equal to the best in Australia in relation to the staffing of schools. They
are very good formulae and we have had to ensure that we can maintain them. I
do not enjoy saying to part-time instructors and others that they cannot
continue at schools. The policy of government in the past has been to assist
schools by providing extra teachers to help them at the time of their
establishment and initial development. Unfortunately, we have been forced, in
order to maintain our formulae, to reduce the number of part-time teachers.
It is disappointing because many part-time instructors are operating very good
programs indeed.
In fact, the programs operated by those people are
interesting to the students and are keeping students at school.
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The over-establishment teachers at the schools are being removed. We are
sticking rigidly to the formulae. There are other schools that are being
affected in the Territory. Milingimbi is an example of a school that was
favourably treated in recent years in that it had a generous allocation of
assistant teachers. That was based on the fact that it had over
300 enrolments. With the outstation movement, many people are moving from
those particular areas and many adjustments had to be made. This year, the
enrolment at Milingimbi peaked at something like 150. The school is
adequately staffed, but we had to make adjustments there.
I am disappointed that these adjustments had to be made but I can assure
the honourable member for Wagaman that the actual rating of a school is based
solely on enrolment numbers and the actual face-to-face teaching has not been
affected.~le are
keeping those formulae as equal to if not the best in
Australia and we will continue to do so.
Beagle Circuit at Nhulunbuy
Mr LEO to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
If the Northern Territory government accepts the responsibility for
necessary road works in and around the community of Nhulunbuy, when will the
remainder of Beagle Circuit be sealed?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as the member opposite realises, the government does not
accept full responsibility for all roads in his electorate. There are
complicating factors because of the area of Aboriginal land and the fact that
it is a mining town. The area itself is under the control of the Nhulunbuy
Corporation. We are presently having discussions with Nabalco to see whether
we can come to some mutually-agreed arrangement in relation to the development
of some roads in the Nhulunbuy area. At present, roads in that area are under
the control of the Nhulunbuy Corporation and, until such time as things are
sorted out, I am afraid I am unable to enlighten the member further as to when
any progress will be occurring in relation to roads such as Beagle Circuit.
If the member talks to the corporation, he may possibly get some undertaking
from it.
Conservation Commission Rangers
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
What action is being taken to install additional Conservation Commission
rangers in Territory parks this year? In particular, I refer to the proposed
Litchfield park on Stapleton Station. Since the announcement of the park
earlier this year, there has been a significant increase in the number of
people visiting the park and this is endangering the tracks and ecology of
that area.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this year's budget provides for some moderate expansion in the
Conservation Commission's activities in major parks in the Northern Territory.
We have been able to achieve this by some fairly careful reorganisation and
reallocation of resources within the Conservation Commission budget and within
the constraints resulting from reductions in funding from the federal
government this year.
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Nonetheless, we are in a position where the development of Berry Springs
zoo is proceeding. The nocturnal house will be open to the public early next
year and 5 staff will be appointed to the zoo this financial year for the
Berry Springs Wildlife Park. That is a pleasing development that we are now
getting off the ground. We will be in a position to provide some facilities
that can be enjoyed by the community and tourists.
Kings Canyon is a major area of activity for the Conservation Commission.
There are now comprehensive discussions on the development plan for that park
in very close consultation with the Aboriginal community. We will be putting
3 additional rangers into that park.
As far as the proposed Gregory Park is concerned, there are 2 rangers
presently living in Katherine and Bullita and they will be relocated at Timber
Creek as soon as suitable accommodation is available later this year. I ask
you to note, Mr Speaker, that the budget does provide for some development at
Timber Creek to enable us to do that this financial year.
In respect of Litchfield park, the member has spoken to me a number of
times over the last 2 or 3 months concerning growing problems with the
publicity that area has received. There has been quite a significant increase
in visitor pressure as people start to realise there are quite unique
attractions available there. We witl be placing a ranger there and
administrative funds are included in the budget announced yesterday by the
Treasurer. The new ranger position ~ould significantly ease user pressure on
the area. The ranger will undertake litter collections, erect directional
signs, patrol major problem areas and assist in the design of facilities for
the future national park. He will provide some control and limits on the
effects of visitor pressure while we are continuing our work on development
proposals and the plan of management for that park.

216

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Thursday 29 August 1985

Mercury Levels at Warrego Gold Room
Mr EDE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
With reference to the Warrego paper he tabled yesterday, why did he not
table test results for the period from December 1981 to September 1984 or
details of any inspection between December 1982 and October 1984, given that
the December 1982 visit report mentioned that 2 men had to be transferred out
of the gold room following advice by the Department of Mines and Energy to
Peko of the results of unspecified and undisclosed tests?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member asked a series of things. The
information that I tabled yesterday was supplied to me by the Department of
Mines and Energy.
It related to the inspections and tests which were
conducted at the Warrego gold mine over the period covered in his question.
In addition to government monitoring of such activities, the company itself
monitor the situation and has continuous health and medical examinations of
workers in mines. That information was not tabled because it was not sought.
Rating System for Darwin Rural Area
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
What are his views on representations made to him on behalf of residents
of the rural area that a flat rating system be imposed there which will raise
as much as an unimproved capital value rating system?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I guess if there is one subject on which people have firm
views, it would be local government in the rural area. There is no simple
answer to this. Unfortunately for honourable members, it will take me some
time to answer in the detail which the question deserves.
I ask for the
patience of the Assembly whilst I explain where we are on this particular
issue.
As honourable members will know, the present Chief Minister set up a group
known as the Darwin Rural Advisory Council some 3 years ago to investigate
options for local government in the rural area. A report was submitted to the
then Minister for Community Development, the now Minister for Transport and
Works. Later, it fell to me, as Minister for Community Development, to
implement the findings of that report. It is a little ironic because, in
fact, I was a member of the Darwin Rural Advisory Council. This morning, I
spoke with the member for Millner who provided me with information from the
Local Government Association at one stage.
Mr Smith:

am not responsible for the final result though.

Mr COULTER:

I like to involve as many people as possible in this issue.

After the report had been received, a few things happened of which the
members of the inquiry group would not have been aware. They could not have
made recommendations to counteract the events that took place after the
report. One event is the national inquiry into local government which is'
being carried out throughout Australia under the chairmanship of
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Professor Peter Selph. The other was the Grants Commission inquiry into both
funding and relativities in the entire Northern Territory. As a result of
those 2 reports, there was a need for us to elect people in the rural area
and, if we did not, there was a penalty. The penalty is that those people
would not be entitled to PITS funds. the Personal Income Tax Sharinq
agreement. and some other Commonwealth funds for which they would be eligible:
The report recommended the establishment of a rural ward at Palmerston.
We declared the Municipality of Palmerston on 1 April this year. There have
been requests from the Darwin City Council to move into the rural area as far
as the Darwin 1945 acquisition line. Some matters have been in abeyance until
we implement the findings of the Darwin Rural Advisory Council report.
For
planning purposes. the electorate of Koolpinyah is divided into 2 areas - RLI
and RL2. RL2 was not included in the Darwin Rural Advisory Council report but
it is now considered that it is necessary to include it because of the
pressure that we are under from the Grants Commission and the Selph inquiry
that rural people should be contributing towards municipal-type services
within their area.
In
I have conducted a number of meetings over the last 6 or 7 months.
fact. I have been involved in this exercise now for almost 4 years. What
happened last night was a result of the consultative process which this
government has been involved in over that 4-year period. These people met
last night. As honourable members will be aware. the sittings did not rise
until 10.30 pm.
I arrived home at about 10.55 pm. I received a telephone
call from one of the representatives of the group that met last night. I was
instructed over the phone that it had reached a model. These people were
representatives of the various progress associations within the area.
I was
informed that these people had unanimously decided on a flat rate system and
that they in fact came up with the dollar value. I think it was $105 for the
RLI area and $55 for the RL2 area.
The 4 most pressing issues in this whole exercise have been whether we
elect or whether we appoint and whether we have UCV valuations or whether we
have a flat rate.
I congratulate the people who were at that meeting last
night. They met me this morning and presented me with that model which
requires a little tightening up here and there, but basically it is a model
which they believe will be acceptable to the people in the rural area.
I was quoted on the radio this morning on a news bulletin as saying that
this group of people were not representative of the rural area. In fact, the
particular spokesperson went on to say that the reason that I had knocked back
their proposal last night was that my officers would have been advising me. I
can assure that particular spokesman that. whilst my departmental officers
work extremely hard for long hours, they were not available at 11 o'clock last
night and did not advise me one way or the other on that particular issue.
My concern is simply that these people should represent the views of the
rank and file members of their organisations. I do not want it to appear as
if 12 apostles arrived out of the bush. sat around the table and came up with
the model. I do not want that model to pertain simply to those 12 people. I
want to be assured that their model is acceptable to people in the rural area.
I believe that is a wise thing to do because it is a very delicate question in
the rural area.
As a result of this morning's meeting, those people have agreed to go back
to their various organisations with the particular model that they have
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presented to me. They will put that model to the people. If they obtain the
endorsement of their rank and file members, I am prepared to proceed with the
model. They also put to me a couple of other variations.
I can advise
members that this model for local government in the rural area has had more
reviews than the Tivoli Theatre. They now request a further review to
consider dividing the area into 5 wards. We reduced it from 6 to 4, and we
are now considering 5. In addition, there is the possibility of electing the
chairperson from within the group.
Another issue which I have been asked to consider is whether or not one
ward could encompass an RL1 and an RL2 area. The representatives are
concerned about the possibility that RLI will outvote RL2 if ward numbers are
not properly balanced. Members of this Assembly would understand their
concerns exactly.
I told the representatives this morning that I would
cons i der that. I wi 11 be approach i ng the Northern Territory El ectora 1 Offi ce
to see if it can provide a model containing that particular compromise. I
will be endeavouring to arrive at a model which is the most acceptable to
rural area residents.
Mr Speaker, I would like to congratulate all the people who have been
involved in this exercise. Even 4 months ago, people were saying they would
not have rural local government and they would not pay rates. We now have a
demonstration that the residents of the rural area are responsible people and
that they are prepared to pay their way. They are very independent people who
do not want to develop the reputation that they are riding on anybody else's
back. I believe that we have come a long way in 4 months.
OVer the 4-year period during which I have been working on this particular
project, there has been considerable anguish, demonstrations and ••.
Mr B. COLLINS: A point of order, Mr Speaker!
I refer to standing
order 204. The honourable minister has been on his feet for in excess of
10 minutes. We get 1 scant hour in this Assembly in which to ask questions.
We have been able to put 1 question in 25 minutes, Mr Speaker. It is becoming
somewhat of a joke as interjections from the other side have demonstrated with
calls of, 'Do you want an extension of time?' when the minister had hardly
started to speak. The business of this Assembly is being persistently and
wilfully obstructed, Mr Speaker, and I would refer you to standing order 204.
We have been able to ask only 1 question in 25 minutes. I have a number of
extremely important questions to put to the government on this last day of the
sittings concerning its handling of the financial affairs of the Northern
Territory. It is becoming impossible to ask •••
Mr SPEAKER: Order!
complete the answer.

Will

the Minister for Community Development kindly

Mr COULTER: Mr Speaker, I can assure you that this particular issue is of
great concern to the third most densely populated area in the Northern
Territory, namely the Darwin rural area. It has the right of an answer in
this Assembly to a question which has perplexed the government for some
4 years.
Mr B. Collins:
Mr COULTER:

It doesn't want to know what you had for breakfast.

Mr Speaker, I would appreciate an opportunity to complete ••.
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Mr B. COLLINS:
order 204.

A point of order, Mr Speaker!

refer you

to standing

Mr SPEAKER: The question will not be debated, honourable Leader of the
Opposition, and the minister will confine himself very narrowly in the final
part of his answer.
Mr COULTER: Mr Speaker, I conclude by saying that the model which has
been presented to me will be considered and given the credit that it deserves.
Once again, I congratulate all those people and look forward to the
endorsement of the model from the rank and file of the various groups that
they claim to represent.
Alice Springs Sheraton Ownership Proposals
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Are any of the parties involved in the proposed restructuring of the
ownership of the Alice Springs Sheraton also involved in any discussions over
the sale of the Alice Springs casino?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am not sure exactly who the parties are at this stage
because the options are being canvassed.
Mr B. Collins:

That's terrific!

Mr TUXWORTH: If the honourable Leader of the Opposition is prepared to be
patient, Mr Speaker, I could follow that through at officer level and obtain
an answer for him today. Discussions are in progress but I am not a party to
everyone of them.
Upgradfng of Stuart Highway
Mr VALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
What is the total length of the Stuart Highway that still requires
upgrading to national highway standard and when will this work be completed?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, of the 1700 km or so of the Stuart Highway in the Northern
Territory, about 950 km is sealed to national highway standard. Of the
remaining length, some 500 km is sealed to 2-lane standard, and about 280 km
is completed to a narrow seal. I believe that the Stuart Highway will be
substantially completed to near national highway standard within current
funding projections by 1992. However, progress will be dependent upon future
federal funding attitudes and financial commitments to the Northern
Territory's road development. The fact that we received $4.7m less from the
federal government in relation to our road funding this year in comparison to
the amount received last year shows that that commitment is not what it should
be.
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Alice Springs Sheraton Proposals
Mr B. COLLINS to the CHIEF MINISTER
At the major casino briefing held earlier this year, a senior official of
the Northern Territory Development Corporation said in relation to the raising
of funds for the casino purchase: 'Raising $16m is a time-consuming process'.
Yesterday the Chief Minister informed the Assembly that a company would be
formed as an ownership vehicle for the Alice Springs Sheraton and other
development projects in the Territory. He said that this company must be
formed as it does not exist at present, and it must raise $35m before
12 September 1985. What are the precise details of the way in which this
company is to be put together and raise $35m in 11 working days?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I would like to take a few minutes of the Assembly's time, now
that the honourable Leader of the Opposition has raised this question, to
reaffirm, for the benefit of the Leader of the Opposition and any other
doubting Thomas, the government's unswerving commitment to support tourism and
the development of our tourist infrastructure in the Northern Territory.
I
acknowledge that we have some problems and we are going to fix them. Firstly,
the support by government of tourist and other infrastructure in this country
is not new. There has been such support for 100 years and, because of the
development phase that we are going through, the Northern Territory is
conducting a process that governments in this country should conduct.
I would make the point, Mr Speaker, that, over the last couple of days,
the press has reported that, because of changing circumstances, the Western
Australian government has been confronted with a $7000m payout on its
North-West Shelf to Perth pipeline.
Mr B. Collins:

That has been known for years.

What are you on about?

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, I am making the point that, from time to time,
changing circumstances require governments to review proposals and projects.
I would also make the point that the South Australian government gave heavy
support to its tourist ventures, particularly the Hilton in Adelaide.
Mr B. Collins:

You could also answer the question.

Mr TUXWORTH: If the Leader of the Opposition would like to be patient for
a moment, Mr Speaker, I will put this into perspective. I also make the point
that governments in Queensland and Victoria have supported aluminium projects
in Victoria and pipelines in Queensland, and so they ought to. In each case,
they supported them on the basis of assumptions and facts that were known at
the time and, occasionally, as circumstances have changed, they have had to
review their entire arrangements and, in some cases, refinance them.
Mr B. Collins:

They were not dills, which was a big help.

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition says that they were
not dills. Many people in the business community would like to take issue
with that point, and cite the agreement that has been made by the Victorian
government on the aluminium smelter and the use of power from the new
power-station down there.
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Nevertheless, circumstances change. However, one thing we are committed
to in the Northern Territory is the fact that we will develop our tourist
industry and no one else will do it for us. We will be the main beneficiaries
of that development. We shall get it up and running and our objective will be
to attract 1 million people into the Northern Territory in the mid-1990s. One
reason for that objective is that young Territorians, people like these in the
Assembly today who are observing this question time, ought to have an
expectation that they will obtain employment. We ask ourselves how we are
going to provide jobs for young Territorians but the opposition wants a big
slush bucket and job-creation programs.
Mr B. Collins:

Slush bucket?

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, if the honourable Leader of the Opposition had
been in the Assembly yesterday when his deputy replied to the budget and
suggested that we have an enormous fund for job creation, he would be able to
understand what I am talking about.
What I am arguing is that we have to put infrastructure in place to
attract tourists here to develop the tourist industry in the Northern
Territory. The assumptions upon which the government based its decision in
the early 1980s to establish Yulara and other hotels around the Northern
Territory were good and valid assumptions at the time. There was no question
about that. Changing circumstances have caused the projects to be in a more
difficult financial position than anybody would have anticipated. There was
no intention on my part to push it under the carpet or to blame other people.
The responsibility that falls to me is to try to overcome the problems and I
am happy to pick up that responsibility. All the time that I am trying to do
that, I have the Leader of the Opposition yelling, screaming ..•
Mr B. COLLINS: A point of order, Mr Speaker! The question was very
precise, and it has not been addressed. How will the company be formed to
raise $35m in 11 working days?
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, in replies to questions, ministers must
confine themselves within the boundaries of standing order 93. Would they
please read that standing order and answer their questions accordingly?
Subsidy to Darwin Bus Service
Mr DALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
With the recent increase in bus fares, can he advise the Assembly of the
dollar value of subsidy provided by this government to the Darwin Bus Service
over the past few years and a comparison of the current cost recovery rate as
against the recovery rate recorded by other states?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, prior to the recent bus fare increase in Darwin, fares have
been artificially low since 1979 when the last fare adjustment was made. To
maintain bus fares at that 1979 level, the government had provided a subsidy
representing the balance between the total cost of providing the service and
the recoveries by way of the fares collected. Since the financial year
1980-81, when the subsidy was $1.9m, the cost to the government has almost
doubled. The subsidy for 1984-85 was around $3.7m.
For the interest of
members, the subsidy amounts over the period from 1980-81 to 1984-85 were:

222

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Thursday 29 August 1985

$1.9m in 1980-81; $2.9m in 1982-83; $3.3m in 1983-84; and $3.7m in 1984-85.
In other words, over $14m has been paid over the last 5 years to subsidise the
running of the Darwin Bus Service and to try to keep the fares at that 1979
level.
The subsidy of $3.7m is some 86% of the cost of running the Darwin Bus
Service. Prior to the recent fare increase, the Darwin Bus Service was
recording a cost recovery rate of some 14%. Hopefully, the recovery rate for
1984-85, at the new fare level and based on existing patronage, will be
about 36%.
It is fair to point out that, for 1983-84, Perth's cost recovery
rate was 36%, Brisbane's was 40%, Adelaide's was 43% and Sydney's was 48%. It
should be noted that those capital cities recorded their last bus fare
increases in 1984.
I believe that public transport authorities around Australia have a policy
obj ecti ve to try to ach i eve a 50% cost recovery rate through fa res. The
differences between the Darwin minimum and maximum rates is rather favourable
when compared to those in other capital cities. In Darwin, the minimum fare
is 50¢ and the maximum $1.50. Perth has 50¢ to $2.50, Brisbane 50¢ to $1.00,
Adelaide 70¢ to $1.40, Sydney 50¢ to $1.80 and Canberra 60¢ to $1.80. There is
only one other area in Australia that has a cheaper bus fare than Darwin.
We
must make our public bus service more efficient and recover a greater amount
of the cost involved in running the service.
We do provide quite a good
service. Most honourable members would be aware of the quality of the bus
service and the amount of patronage it receives from Darwin people.
However,
we must ensure that the costs of that are not borne by the taxpayer to a
greater extent than 50%.
Visitor Numbers to Uluru National Park
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
In view of the issues canvassed in debate on tourism and yesterday, can he
give figures for the number of visitors to Uluru National Park this year
compared to the number of visitors for the same period last year?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can give information on the number of visitors to Uluru and
it might be appropriate to refer to the visitor numbers at Yulara, given that
they are both in very close proximity and one obviously influences the other.
The figures that I have are from the Conservation Commission and the Yulara
Development Corporation. As I understand the position, in the first 6 months
of this year, visitor nights at Yulara were 96 827 compared to 51 961 for the
same period last year. That is an increase of some 86.4%. The number of
persons who visited Yulara increased by 70.6% over the same period. I have
statistics for all of 1984. The figures for Uluru are for a calendar year and
the figures for Yulara are for a financial year. In Uluru last year, there
were a total of 90 121 persons made up of 77 431 adults and 12 685 children.
Interestingly, they travelled on 14 414 vehicles, being 11 444 cars,
2242 coaches, 303 bicycles and 425 aircraft.
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Alice Springs Sheraton Proposals
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Only as late as this morning, he demonstrated on ABC radio his capacity
for laying his cards on the table. I repeat the question that I failed to get
an answer to. Will he provide to this Assembly on its last sitting day the
information to which it is absolutely entitled? What are the details of the
company which is to be put together to raise $35m in the next 11 working days?
What are the details of the parties who will be involved in the company?
Precisely who will the directors of the company be? What is the share capital
that will be issued in this company and the ability of this company to
raise $35m in 11 working days? It must do that before 14 September otherwise
there will be legal writs wrapped around people's heads, I would imagine, from
the builders if they do not get their money. Will any of that $35m that will
be raised in the next 11 days be removed from the Northern Territory's
Treasury?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will have another go on the basis that the Leader of the
Opposition does not interrupt me and move a point of order to stop my thought
processes.
Mr B. Collins:

I would not have to try too hard to do that.

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, the honourable Leader of the Opposition really
is interfering with my thought processes.
If he just leaves me be for a
minute, I will take up where I left off and complete the answer for him.
I
know he is impatient to hear the answer but I would like him to get the whole
answer and not just a part of it so that he can misconstrue it and use it
later.
Mr Speaker, as I was saying a moment ago, one of my challenges is to
present to the people of the Northern Territory a satisfactory financial
solution for the investors, the operators and the end users of the hotels that
we have built at Yulara, Alice Springs and Darwin. It is not just a matter of
what the government will do in the next 12 days. We must put it into the
correct perspective.
We built Yulara on certain premises and assumptions that I think ought to
be discussed here because there is nothing to hide about them. They were very
reasonable. The first premise that we used in putting together the Yulara
financial package was that it was reasonable and economic to build into the
room cost of the Yulara operation all the extraneous costs of water, sewerage,
housing and other things.
Mr B. Collins:

That has nothing to do with it.

Mr TUXWORTH:
It has something to do with it because it is not a one-line
answer. It is a complex problem and it needs to be addressed in its totality
and not just in a one-line throwaway as the honourable Leader of the
Opposition would have us do.
Mr B. COLLINS: A point of order, Mr Speaker! I refer to standing
order 94. My question has nothing to do with Yulara. It concerns the Alice
Springs Sheraton Hotel. I have asked for details of the company that will be
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put together to purchase the Alice Springs Sheraton Hotel, the procedures it
will use to raise $35m in the next 11 days and whether the Northern Territory
Treasury will be used as a source for those funds.
Mr SPEAKER:

There is no point of order.
DISSENT FROM SPEAKER'S RULING

Mr B. COLLINS (Opposition Leader):
ruling.
Mr SPEAKER:
the Opposition.

Order!

Mr Speaker,

I move dissent from your

I have a dissent from my ruling from

the

Leader of

Mr B. COLLINS: Mr Speaker, I do not move dissent motions lightly, as you
know. I cannot remember doing it. In fact, I think it is correct to say that
I have never done it in the 9 years that I have been in here. But the fact is
that this is the last day of this sittings and we do not sit again until
November.
I have a full hand of questions here this morning. None of them
will be answered before we run out of time at 11 o'clock. It is a deliberate
and calculated attempt on the part of the government to avoid answering
questions, and it has succeeded.
I do not seek to move specious points of order. I waited almost half an
hour this morning before I was able to put my first question. I think that
involves a considerable degree of patience. I simply repeat what the facts
are.
I moved a dissent from your ruling on a very precise ground. Standing
order 94 of this Assembly provides that answers shall be relevant to
questions. Mr Spe~ker, when I failed to get an answer to this question the
first time, I put it again. The question involves quite specifically the
purchase of the Alice Springs Sheraton and the procedures that will be put
together to bring that purchase about. It has nothing to do with the tourist
drive at Yulara. The Chief Minister in 10 minutes of waffle so far has failed
to come close to addressing even the first part of that 3-part question.
Mr SMITH (Millner): Mr Speaker, I can add nothing to the contribution of
the Leader of the Opposition so my role is to reiterate what he has said.
It is clear under standing order 94 that a minister has a responsibility
to answer in clear terms the question that was asked. The opposition has been
patient this morning with the very clear efforts of government ministers to
attempt to prevent this Assembly debating issues of great importance. On this
particular point, the Chief Minister on 2 occasions has quite clearly refused
to answer very specific questions put to him by the Leader of the Opposition.
Mr Speaker, in the opposition's view, your ruling is wrong because, under
standing order 94, you had a clear obligation to order the Chief Minister to
answer the question.
Mr ROBERTSON (Leader of Government Business): Mr Speaker, if you were a
complete stranger to this place in the last 2 days, perhaps the motion of the
Leader of the Opposition might have some credibility. The fact is that you
have listened to debates in the last 2 days. The Leader of the Opposition's
question concerns the financial matters surrounding the whole issue. This
subject has been broadly canvassed, including the contingent liabilities or,
as they are now properly called, the actual liabilities, which the government
faces.
With that knowledge, the Speaker is entitled to allow the
Chief Minister to answer the question. All of the information he is giving is
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relevant to the financial matters which are under discussion in this Assembly
and which the Leader of the Opposition himself says are of such importance.
The interpretation of what is relevant, Mr Speaker, is surely a matter for you
and not the Leader of the Opposition.
Motion negatived.
Yulara Project
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for TOURISM
In the light of figures on the tourist numbers at Yulara just provided by
the Minister for Conservation, can he confirm that the Yulara development
project has added a major stimulus to tourism in central Australia?
ANSWER
I do not want to be accused by the Leader of the Opposition of taking up
the remainder of question time on a subject that I' am thoroughly familiar
with. The short answer is yes.
Alice Springs Sheraton Proposals
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
I cannot reasonably ask it in 7 parts, which is how many questions I have,
so I will ask it in 2 parts. The first concerns the Chief Minister's
statement to the Assembly yesterday when he said that the $35m injection of
Northern Territory funds, presumably from the Treasury, would have to be paid
out on the basis of a budget produced by the Sheraton Hotel people - and I
quote the Chief Minister - 'based on the Yulara experience'. Why was the
government unaware of the poor Sheraton performance at Yulara when one of its
own senior Treasury officials is chairman of the Yulara Development Company
which manages the whole resort? Secondly, I ask the Chief Minister to provide
this Assembly with details of the company which is to be put together to
raise $35m in the next 11 working days and will any of those funds be drawn
from the Northern Territory's Treasury?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I think the proposition of the Leader of the Opposition that
he is being thwarted is totally unreasonable.
He says he has 8 or 10
questions. He should know, as everybody else knows, that nobody in this
Assembly has the opportunity to ask that many questions. There is nothing
wrong with his ringing my office beforehand to indicate his questions and
ensuring that I have answers to them. Other members do that from time to time
so that ministers have the opportunity to provide some detail. I am keen to
bring it all out. But the very important point that I am making is that you
just cannot look at this whole problem by looking at one project or the
other - they are all related. The fact is that the Yulara experience does
impact on the Sheraton Alice Springs figures, experience, projections and
solutions. The point that I was coming to a moment ago was that we made some
assumptions about Yulara that were reasonable at the time but changing
circumstances affected those assumptions. We went for a 5-star facility in
the remote area at Yulara. It was believed at the time that there would be
sufficient traffic to sustain such a facility. The only way you actually find
out whether you do have the traffic and the occupancy rate to support a 5-star
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operation in a place like Yulara, which is green fields in this business, is
to build it, market it for a year and see how you go. The reality so far as
the tourist promoters, the wholesalers and the marketing people are concerned
is that that expectation was not real. We have to review that standard if we
want to get the occupancy levels up and the room rates down so that it becomes
an economic proposition.
The other point that I was making for the Leader of the Opposition,
Mr Speaker, when he so rudely interrupted me, was that we cannot market places
like Yulara at $130 and $120 a night when other facilities around Australia
charge $30 and $40 a night less. That was the reason why we had to review our
whole philosophy and remove the public works sector out of the cost of the
room rates so that we could become competitive.
I have those people opposite yelling, biting, scratching and yapping day
in and day out, but that will not worry me. We will fix the problem and we
will make it work the way we wanted it to work. I do not expect to make them
happy. They have done nothing but whinge ever since they were elected to this
Assembly. They knock, criticise and berate every proposal. You never hear
them say one positive thing about the Northern Territory. You never hear them
say one bad thing about the federal government that gives us heaps from time
to time. They apologise for it day in and day out.
Mr B. Collins:
answered.

I have a funny feeling

that the question will

not be

Mr TUXWORTH: The Leader of the Opposition keeps talking and it is pretty
hard to answer the questions over the top of him.
He cannot have it both
ways.
Mr Speaker, let me move onto the matter of solving the financial problems
with our tourist infrastructure. I floated in the paper yesterday a range of
suggestions that are before the financial people at the moment for
consideration. There are no definitive answers today and they might not be
here tomorrow. We have to find definitive answers within the time to which
the honourable member refers so that the problem can be solved. It would be
unreasonable for me to stand here today and say: 'This is the answer'. There
may be better advice forthcoming. I would rather take a little bit of time to
get it absolutely right and set in place a financial foundation for these
projects based on new information and more recent assumptions so that the
future of these projects are guaranteed. We must pursue such projects
because, if we do not, people cannot come. The tourist industry and the
Territory economy depend on the establishment of such infrastructure. As soon
as I receive reasonable and sound information, I will give it to the
honourable member and all Territorians. But I will not be hassled into a
quick fix for the Leader of the Opposition so that he can kick another
political goal and spend another week tearing Territorians down.
Allocation of Houses by Housing Commission
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for HOUSING
What rules apply in respect of the allocation of rental houses by the
Housing Commission when tenants are unsatisfied with the type and location of
houses offered?

227

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Thursday 29 August 1985
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------_.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, in common with other areas of government administration which
involve the allocation of public resources, the allocation of rental housing
by the Housing Commission is subject to the constraints of supply and demand.
As far as is possible, the commission attempts to be flexible when allocating
houses for rent. Most honourable members are aware that provision is made for
applicants to nominate a preferred location when their initial application is
made. Obviously, the commission attempts to respond to the applicant's
preferred location and the ability to satisfy an applicant's preference is
determined by the location and the stock of houses available at the time.
Honourable members will appreciate that the commission has no control over
the particular style of dwellings that are returned to stock for reallocation.
The allocation of preferred house styles is therefore not feasible because of
this constraint. Under normal circumstances, only 1 choice of housing is
offered.
In extenuating circumstances, including medical grounds, the
commission is prepared to examine individual cases and treat them on their
merits. Where it is justified in exceptional circumstances, a transfer with
entitlement is offered. In addition, in recognition of the needs of the
community and individuals, a scheme has been introduced which enables tenants
to apply for a transfer with housing entitlements after a satisfactory period
of tenancy. A transfer fee of $150 is payable under this scheme.
I am pleased to announce that recently I approved a reduction to 6 months
for the period of satisfactory tenancy which governs eligibility in this
scheme. The scheme enables eligible tenants to nominate house style and
location. The commission makes every attempt to respond to the applicant's
preferences. The transfer within entitlement also operates within the
constraints of available housing stock. The scheme restricts transfer
applicants to one choice of housing. While the commission does make every
effort to be responsive to applicant's preferences, its prime concern is to
accommodate applicants as quickly as possible. I think it might be worth
adding that I recently approved a scheme whereby a choice of 2 houses can be
made in Palmerston where, obviously, the number of houses available allows for
greater flexibility in relation to allocation.
Alice Springs Sheraton Proposals
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Will the arrangements that must be put in place before 14 September when
the purchase must take place involve the use of Northern Territory Treasury
funds?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the point that I made to the honourable Leader of the
Opposition a moment ago was that there are a range of options being
considered. None of them at this stage has been shown to have an advantage or
disadvantage over the others. That is what is being investigated. When the
answers to that are clear, the government will make decisions on how the
refinancing of the projects should go ahead.
Upon that basis, we will
proceed. But we are not going to be hustled into affirmations or denials of
certain courses of action purely to suit the political motives of the Leader
of the Opposition who really wants to spend another couple of weeks tearing
the Northern Territory's heart out.
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Mr ROBERTSON (Leader of Government Business):
further questions be placed on notice.

Mr Speaker,

I ask that

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
Mr B. COLLINS (Opposition Leader): Mr Speaker, I move that so much of
standing orders be suspended as would prevent me from putting a number of
further questions to the government.
Motion negatived.
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PART II

THE QUESTION PAPER

An index to questions appears at the end of Part II.
Numerical references are to Question Paper page numbers.
An asterisk preceding an entry in the index indicates
that an answer has not yet been received.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

NOTICE GIVEN ON 4 June 1985
10.

Freight and Related Costs Inquiry

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1.

What action has been taken by the government on part 1 of the
report of the Inquiry into Freight and Related Costs which
was tabled on 1 March 1984?

2.

What further action is being considered?

3.

What action has been taken or is being considered in respect
of part 2 of the report of that Inquiry which was tabled on
30 August 1984?

NOTICE GIVEN ON 20 August 1985

14.

Overseas Visits by Officeholders

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

Since 1 January 1984, how many trips, financed by the
government,
have been taken outside Australia
by
officeholding Members of the Legislative Assembly?

2.

In respect of each of those trips - (a) which Member was
involved; (b) by whom was the Member accompanied; (c) when
and where did the Member go; and (d) what was the total cost
of the trip to the government?

3.

In respect of each of the financial years 1982-83, 1983-84
and 1984-85, what amounts were paid out to each officeholding
Member of the Assembly for travelling allowance including
full details covering total payouts and any subsequent
reimbursements from Members?

19.

Court Proceedings - Northern Territory
Government

Mr B. COLLINS to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
1.

Since self-government, in what proceedings has the Northern
Territory Government been involved before either the High
Court or the Federal Court?

2.

In respect of each proceedings, what was
government?

231

the cost to the

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

NOTICE GIVEN ON 12 November 1985
Caravan Park Surveys

28.

Mr BELL to MINISTER for HOUSING
1. Does the Northern Territory Housing Commission or any other
Northern Territory government department or authority survey
caravan parks to determine - (a) rates charged for vans and
for sites; (b) whether residents are long term tenants or
tourists; (c) if caravan dwellers live in them by choice or
because they are unable to obtain permanent housing; and
(d) the proportion of caravan park dwellers listed with the
Northern Territory Housing Commission?
2.

If such surveys are carried out, will the Minister table(a) the raw data; and (b) reports thereon?

31.

Making of Publications

Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

How many sets of material including, (a) the Chief Minister's
Budget speech, (b) statement on the establishment of a
University, (c) Northern Territory submission on the review
of domestic aviation, (d) statement on the Alice Springs to
Darwin railway; (e) statement on Government commitment to
tourist development projects;
and (f) statement
on
Constitutional Development, were sent out by the Chief
Minister in late August and early September?

2.

How much did it cost to prepare, produce and mail
material?

out this

Peko Goldmine

32.

Mr EDE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
1.

At the Peko Wallsend Goldmine at Warrego during the period
from October 1981 to June 1985 a.

what tests for mercury levels in blood urine or the
atmosphere have been carried out by government
instrumentalities on people who are, or have been,
working in the Warrego gold rooms or the gold room,
apart from those tabled in the Legislative Assembly on
28 August 1985;

b.

what were the results of these tests; and

c.

when were the results of those tests supplied to the
Department of Mines and Energy and what action did the
Department take as a result?
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2.

3.

Tests carried out by the Department of Mines and Energy on
29 October 1981 showed mercury vapour levels varying between
3 and 11 times those set by the National Health and Medical
Research Centre. Were any further tests, comparable with the
National Health and Medical Research Centre Threshold Limit
Values carried out a.

when the furnace was operating between
and September 1984; and

b.

what were the results of those tests?

29 October

1981

Were any tests carried out by Peko Wallsend or any other non
government instrumentalities between October 1981 and July
1985 a.

supplied to the Department of Mines and Energy; and,
so,

b.

when were the tests carried out; and

c.

what were the results?

if

4.

The District Inspector at Tennant Creek was transferred on
18 October 1981, six days after he had notified the Chief
Government Mining Engineer of a suspected mercury poisoning
case, why was he not replaced until May 1984?

5.

Given that tests carried out by Department of Mines and
Energy on 27 October 1984 produced results 3 to 6 times the
NHRMC Threshold Limit Values, (a) were any further tests
carried out between that date and 7 June 1985; (b) what were
the tests; (c) when and what were the test results; and
(d) if no tests were made, why?

6.

Given the report by the Chief Occupational Hygienist in
December 1982 stating that following a visit to Warrego, he
"rang the manager at Warrego at 1330 hours to inform him of
the tes t resu lts" and was informed tha t "both men had been
removed from the gold room", specifically, (a) what tests
were being referred to, when were they carried out and what
were the results;
(b) have either of the men been
subsequently re-employed in the gold room and, if so, what
special testing arrangements have been put in place to ensure
their good health; and (c) what tests or inspections were
carried out by the Department of ~1ines and Energy staff or
government instrumentalities between the removal of these men
from the gold room and late 1984?

7.

Given that the December 1982 results led to the removal of
two men from the gold room and that the correspondence and
Mine Record Book shows no specific reference to the gold room
and mercury levels there from that date to July 1984, what
action was taken by departmental officers in relation to
mercury levels during that period?
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Myilly Point Housing

33.

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for HOUSING
1. What are the policy details and arrangements for
allocation of public housing in the Myilly Point area?
2.

35.

the

In the Myilly Point area what are a.

the number of Housing Commission houses in the area;

b.

the names, positions and gradings of officers occupying
these houses (if a constraint exists on releasing names
and positions, a list of departments and gradings is
requested);

c.

the criteria for allocating these houses;

d.

the levels of rent charged on each house; and

e.

the changes that may have occurred
criteria since 1 January 1984?

in the allocation

Tennant Creek/Barkly Highway Connector Road

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS and HOUSING
What are the details of the proposed Tennant Creek/Barkly Highway
connector road, including a.

the length of the proposed connector road;

b.

the number of kilometres by which it will reduce the present
Tennant Creek/Mount Isa road journey;

c.

whether it is proposed to seal the road now or in the future;

d.

when work will commence on the road; and

e. will construction of the proposed connector road lead to a
reduced commitment to maintain the existing Three Ways/Barkly
Highway strip of road?
45.

Credit Cards

Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
1. What are the criteria for determining which public servants
and Ministerial officers are eligible to receive credit cards
for use in charging official expenses?
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2.

How many - (a) public servants; and (b) Ministerial officers,
currently have credit cards issued by the Government?

3.

What guidelines are given to public servants and Ministerial
officers on - (a) the type of expenses; and (b) the limit of
expenses, that can be incurred on Government supplied credit
cards?

4.

In the 1984-85 financial year, what was the total amount of
money paid out to meet credit card accounts held by(a) public servants; and (b) Ministerial officers?

46.

Crown land, Borroloola

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
In respect of the recent Notice of Determination under the Crown
Lands Act gazetted on 16 October 1985 relating to Lots 423 and
410 and adjoining Crown Land at Borroloola - has the adjoining
vacant Crown Land been valued by the Valuer-General; if so, at
what figure was the land valued? Were tenders called for the
acquisition/purchase of the adjoining Crown Land; if so, give
details.
47.

Mereenie and Palm Valley Gas Project

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
1.

What is the total amount of gas contracted for by NTEC from
both the Palm Valley Joint Venture and the Mereenie Joint
Venture?

2.

What are the currently estimated NTEC 'most probable' gas
requirements on a year by year basis from the first
contractual year to the twentieth contractual year?

3.

Are any 'take or pay' obligations based on annual contractual
amounts or any periods less than the total contract period?

4.

What are the details of how 'take or pay' obligations relate
to each period and the arrangements, if any, for contracted
gas to remain in inventory?

5.

If arrangements exist to hold contracted gas in inventory,
what conditions apply to the cost of this gas and conditions
on its subsequent uplift?

6.

What are the estimated load growths for electricity generated
by gas on an annual basis during the period of contracted
supply from the Mereenie and Palm Valley Joint Ventures?
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7.

Do these estimated load growths relate directly to estimated
'most probable' gas requirements or are proposed changes to
electricity generation techniques expected to change the
impact on the estimated annual 'most probable' gas
requirements?

8.

What are the details of - (a) the proposed prlclng mechanism
for direct use of gas; and (b) the price of gas from the two
joint ventures and escalation arrangements?

9.

What are the precise details of price applications to take or
pay obligations which are left in inventory?

10. What are the details, including letters, advertisements and
seminars, of off-set procedures for the
pipeline
construction?
11. What are the current estimates of - (a) the effectiveness of
arrangements for off-sets (including dollar estimates of
contracts to local firms); and (b) expected total off-set
arrangements for local firms (including dollar amounts)
during the life of the pipeline constructions?
48.

School Bus Fares

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
1.

What were the guidelines issued to school principals prior to
the introduction of school bus fares under which principals
were to determine individual cases of hardship in order to
grant exemption from payment of the fares?

2.

Since the introduction of the bus fare system, have these
guidelines been amended; if so, what are the details?

3.

What amount of money does the government estimate will be
raised by the imposition of bus fares - (a) to the end of the
1985 school year; and (b) for the 1986 school year?

49.

Conversion of Pastoral Leases

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
1.

How many applications have been made since 1 January 1983 for
conversion of pastoral leases to perpetual pastoral leases?

2.

What properties/leases were involved in these applications
and which were successful?

3.

In respect of each perpetual pastoral lease granted, what
conditions/covenants are attached in respect of - (a) minimum
stocking levels; (b) Maximum stocking levels; (c) clearing of
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land; (d) fencing; (e) measures in respect of river bank
erosion; and (f) restrictions on land use?

237

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

FROM 16 April 1985
3.

King's Canyon Development

Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
In his press release of 20 February 1985 he said, in relation to the
proposed tourist resort development at King's Canyon, that the
Northern Territory government would "ensure that there is no repeat
of Yulara where infrastructure for Aboriginals was promised by the
Commonwealth but not provided".
To what infrastructure is he referring?

ANSWER
The proposed Yulara Village Development Plan of December 1978
prepared by a Commonwealth Interdepartmental Planning Team, advised
that the Department of Aboriginal Affairs indicated "that possibly
60-70 Aborigines may ultimately wish to locate in or adjacent to the
village and that a number of fairly extensive sites within about
1 km of the village centre should be identified for Aboriginal
use.".
The Aboriginal housing facilities provided at Yulara were built by
the Yulara Development Company, with eight houses completed in
October 1983 and a further two houses in January 1985. Those first
eight houses were funded by the Northern Territory Government from
funds that could have been used to meet other Aboriginal housing
priority needs elsewhere in the Territory.
By comparison, the Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service
has only provided five houses for the Aboriginal Community within
Uluru National Park. I am advised that the Aboriginal Community at
Ayers Rock have requested at least ten further houses. I am not
aware that the Commonwealth has made any firm arrangements for
meeting these housing needs in a manner consistent with the need to
protect ongoing park values.
6.

Grants-in-Aid, Sporting Bodies

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for YOUTH, SPORT and RECREATION
How much money has been given to sporting organisations over the
last five years under the Grants-in-Aid scheme in (a) Nhulunbuy;
(b) Katherine; (c) Tennant Creek; (d) Alice Springs; and (e) Darwin?

ANSWER
See table on following page.
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1979/80

1980/81

1981/82

1982/83

1983/84

1984/85

Total

)-i
0
.0

c:::
rrI
c.n

N

w

1.0

Northern Territory (1)

130 906

137 302

210 036

383 511

602 608

761 278

2 225 641

Darwin

200 288

607 339

849 843

125 893

858 694

461 774

3 103 831

Katherine

62 700

11 267

20 700

37 578

2 090

134 335

Tennant Creek

16 150

25 779

13 036

24 800

81 470

161 235

Alice Springs

58 250

26 160

137 116

55 022

523 023

93 835 (2)

893 406

Nhulunbuy

25 995

18 000

33 483

26 161

57 640

6 841 (3)

168 120

494 289

788 801

1 267 524

624 323

2 104 343

TOTAL

1 407 288

6 686 568

IN ADDITION APPROXIMATELY $1 975 000 HAS BEEN PROVIDED UNDER THE ABORIGINAL PROGRAM DURING THAT PERIOD.
(1)

THESE FIGURES REPRESENT GRANTS FOR VARIOUS PROJECTS, INCLUDING TRAVEL TO INTERSTATE AND INTRASTATE
CHAMPIONSHIPS, AS WELL AS ASSISTANCE WITH THE EMPLOYMENT OF STATE COACHING DIRECTORS AND
ADMINISTRATORS WHICH BENEFITS ALL REGIONS.

(2)

AN ADDITIONAL $587 000 WAS GIVEN TO THE ALICE SPRINGS TOWN COUNCIL FOR SPORTING DEVELOPMENTS.

(3)

AN ADDITIONAL $40 000 WAS GIVEN FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE NHULUNBUY TOWN OVAL AMENITIES.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

8.

Land holdings, Myilly Point

1.

What are the details of the arrangements made with the Paspaley
family and associated companies for the acquisition of their
land holdings within the area of the proposed casino-condominium
complex at Myilly Point?

2.

What alternative
arrangements?

3.

Have arrangements been made or are they being negotiated with
other land holders within that area; and, if so, what are the
details?

land

has

been offered as

part of those

ANSWER
The Northern Territory Government has been negotiating with the
members of the Paspaley family, Mr Tony Randazzo, the Westpac
Banking Corporation, the Anglican Church, the Commonwealth
Government and the Northern Territory Housing Commission over the
acquisition of the properties owned by these parties on Myilly
Point.
The Housing Commission has agreed to relinquish its properties and
is arranging the relocation of its tenants from the area.
The
Commonwealth has agreed in principle to the proposed purchase of its
land by the Territory. Negotiations to finalise the purchase are
continuing but may be prejudiced by detailed comment at this time.
Dealings with the remaining parties involve the finances of private
individuals and companies and must be accorded all
due
confidentiality.
I am not prepared to breach that confidence other
than to advise that negotiations have been completed with the
Paspaley family members and the Anglican Church and are continuing
with other parties.
j

Travel outside Territory by Members

9.

Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

Since the beginning of 1984, how many trips, financed by the
government, have been taken outside the Territory by non-office
holding Members of the Legislative Assembly?

2.

In respect of each of those trips - (a) which Member was
involved; (b) what was the reason for the trip; (c) where did
the Member go; and (d) what was the total cost?

ANSWER
See tables on following 16 pages.
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Mr Don Dale

Mr Don Dale
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To attend Advisory Council for
Inter-Government Relations meeting on
behalf of the Chief Minister.

Darwin, Melbourne,
Hobart, Sydney, Return.

To accompany the Chief ~1inister on
official Government business.

Darwin, Perth, Adelaide
Return.

4/4/84

2439

TO
11/4/84
13/5/84

TO

2203

20/5/84

I-'

Mr Don Dale

To attend Youth Minister's Conference
on behalf of Hon. N Dondas.

Darwin, Sydney, Adelaide,
Return.

27/6/84

2112

TO
2/7/84

Mr Don Dale

Mr Don Dale

Attending tourism promotion
meeting as the Chief Minister's
Nominee.

Darwin, Perth,
Adelaide, Return

Attending racing Minister's
conference with Hon. M Perron

Darwin, Adelaide,
Return.

15/9/84

2995

TO
26/9/84
8/11/84

1678

TO
14/11/84

Mr Don Dale

Part of delegation to assist Minister
responsible (Hon. M Perron) at State
and Territories Racing Minister's
Conference.

Darwin, Adelaide
Hobart, Adelaide,
Return.

5/2/85

TO
9/2/85
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Mr Don Dale

Travel on behalf of the Minister
(Han. J Robertson) to gather facts
for the establishment of a State
Theatre Company.

Da rwi n, Sydney,
Brisbane, Townsville
Cairns, Return

15/3/85
TO
25/3/85

2430

Mr Don Dale

Travel on behalf of the Minister
(Han. J Robertson) to gather facts for
the establishment of a State Theatre
Company. (29.3.85 to 4.4.85)
Attendance at Ministerial Conference
with Han B. Coulter (5.4.85 to 9.4.85)

Darwin, Alice Springs
Perth, Adelaide,
Return.

29/3/85
TO
9/4/85

3176
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Mr Terry McCarthy To accompany the Chief Minister

Darwin, Canberra, Sydney,
Return.

21/2/85
TO
23/2/85

1510

rk Terry McCarthy Representing Minister for Primary
Production at special meeting of
Australian Agricultural Council.

Darwin, Sydney, Canberra,
Return.

21/3/85
TO
23/3/85

1442
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Mr Terry Smith

To conduct interviews for the
position of Ombudsman for the
Northern Territory.

Darwin, Brisbane,
Canberra, Melbourne,
Return.

27/6/84
TO
30/6/84

2015

Mr Terry Smith

Official Business.

Darwin, Broome,
Return.

29/9/84
TO
2/10/84

876
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Mr Roger Vale

To represent the Minister for Mines
and Energy at the opening of the
Jackson Project.

Alice Springs, Adelaide,
Jackson, Brisbane,
Return.

30/5/84
TO
1/6/84

Mr Roger Vale

Represent the Northern Territory at
State Funeral for late Sir Philip
Lynch.

Alice Springs, Melbourne,
Return.

21/6/84
TO
23/6/84

Mr Roger Vale

To accompany the Central Australian
Football League touring part as
representative of the Northern.
Territory.

Alice Springs, Perth
Return.

11/7/84

Mr Roger Vale

To accompany Hon. I Tuxworth on
"show and tell" promotion with oil
industry in Sydney.

Alice Springs, Sydney
Return

13/9/84
TO
16/9/84

1258

Mr Roger Vale

To represent Hon. I Tuxworth at the
Australian Insitute of Petroleum
Conference.

Alice Springs, Melbourne,
Return.

18/9/84
TO
20/9/84

1187

N
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725
Mr Vale
util ised a
shared charter
organised by
the Moonie Oil
Co Ltd
1097

549
One way fare
to Perth only
paid by the
Dept. of C.M.
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Mr Roger Vale

Represent Chief Minister at F.I.D.O.
meeting in Bourke, N.S.W.

Alice Springs, Sydney,
Dubbo, Bourke, Return.

3/10/84
TO
7/10/84

1434

Mr Roger Vale

Represent Minister for Primary
Production (former) at export camel
farewell Public relations.

Alice Springs, Adelaide,
Alice Springs, Return.

27/12/84
TO
29/12/84

939

Mr Roger Vale

Represent Hon. N Dondas to travel by
road from Alice Springs to Adelaide
viewing aspects of Tourism.

Alice Springs, Adelaide
Alice Springs, Return.

10/3/85
TO
15/3/85

1392

Mr Roger Vale

Visit oil refinery at Kueinana,look
Alice Springs, Perth,
at design and lead free petrol
Return.
production, meet companies involved
in supply, construction, and use of
gas and oil pipelines. Visit juvenile
centre for young offenders re N.T. Task
Force Inquiry into Juvenile Crime.

5/5/85
8/5/85
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Mr Colin Firmin

To conduct interviews for the
position of Ombudsman for the
Northern Territory

Darwin, Brisbane.
Canberra, Melbourne
Return.

27/6/84
TO
28/6/84

1654

Mr Colin Firmin

To attend the presentation ceremony
of the International Yacht Race in
Ambon.

Darwin, Ambon,
Return

9/8/84
TO
14/8/84

1050

Mr Colin Firmin

Represent the Minister at Northern
Australian Development Seminary.

Darwin, Brisbane, Mackay,
Return.

23/10/84
TO
29/10/84

2099

Mr Colin Firmin

National Enterprise Workshop
(Adelaide) United States Trade
Exhibit/High Technology
Department-Science and Technology
Sydney.

Darwin, Adelaide, Sydney,
Return.

12/11/84
TO
17 /11/84

2345

Mr Colin Firmin

Queensland Satellite Service Inquiry
in Brisbane 30.1.85. Prel iminary
Hearing of R.C.T.S. Inquiry in Sydney
1.2.85

Darwin, Brisbane, Sydney
Adelaide, Return.

28/1/85
TO
5/2/85

2576
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Mr Colin Firmin

Australian Broadcasting Tribunal
Hearings - Sydney. Canberra-Royal
Flying Doctor service on Satellites.

Darwin_, Sydney, Canberra,
Return.

18/3/85
TO
29/3/85

3027

Mr Colin Firmin

Federal Department of Communications
briefing.

Darwin, Melbourne,
Canberra Return.

17/4/85
TO
20/4/85

1802
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Mr Fred Finch

Representing the Minister for
Transport and Works at the
Australian Water Resources Council
meeting in Launceston.

Darwin, Sydney, Launceston,
Return

9/5/84
TO
13/5/84

2070

Mr Fred Finch

To attend National Small Business
Conference on behalf of the Chief
Minister.

Da rwi n, Sydney,
Return,

7/8/84
TO
12/8/84

1601

Mr Fred Finch

To represent the Attorney-General
at a conference dealing with video
censorship.

Darwin, Melbourne, Sydney,
Return.

27/9/84
TO
29/9/84

1500

Mr Fred Finch

Travel to Brunei to represent the
Government in association with the
Chief Ministers Cup, then to Singapore
to inspect industrial development and
technological research projects.

Darwin, Brunei, Singapore,
Return.

30/9/84
TO
4/10/84

2553

Mr Fred Finch

Representing the Minister for
Transport and Works at the Australian
Water and Waste association council
and seminar.

Darwin, Adelaide, Sydney,
Return.

20/11/84
TO
25/11/84
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Mr Fred Finch

Travel on behalf of the Minister
(Hon. J Robertson) to gather facts
for the establishment of a State
Theatre Company.

Darwin, Sydney, Brisbane,
Townsville, Cairns,
Return.

15/3/85
TO
27/3/85

2966

Mr Fred Finch

Travel on behalf of the Minister
(Hon. J Robertson) to gather facts
for the establishment of a State
Theatre Company.

Darwin, Alice Springs,
Perth, Adelaide,
Return.

29/3/85
TO
4/4/85

2458

Mr Fred Finch

Attend advisory Council for InterGovernment Relations meeting in
Melbourne.

Darwin, Melbourne,
Return

30/5/85
TO
2/6/85

1679
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Mr Barry Coulter

To accompany Minister for Primary
Production to Thailand to look at
their fishing industry.

Da rwi n, Tha il and
Return.

Mr Barry Coulter

To inspect prawn culture hatcheries
and grow out ponds in Taiwan.

Darwin, Hong Kong, Taipei,
Kaoshiung, Singapore,
Return.

To attend standing committee meeting
on Public Works on RAAF Housing at
Chief Minister's request.

Darwin, Canberra, Sydney,
Return.

N
01
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Mr Barry Coulter

4/7/84
TO
10/7/84.

2927

9/9/84

4062

TO

17/9/84
7/10/84
TO
9/10/84

1436
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Mr Steve Hatton

To accompany the Chief Minister
overseas for the purpose of
discussing matters relating to
industrial development.

Darwin, United States of
America, United Kingdom,
France, Switzerland, Hong
Kong, Thailand, Malaysia,
Singapore, Indonesia,
Return.

21/3/84
TO
22/4/84

7792

r·1r Steve Hatton

To accompany the Acting Chief Minister
Hon. N Dondas for the purpose of
assessing future potential development
and current relevant labour relations
on Christmas Island.

Darwin, Perth, Christmas
Island, Singapore, Return.

29/5/84
TO
2/6/84

1761

Mr Steve Hatton

To attend Advisory Council for InterGovernment Relations meeting. Surfers
Paradise 2/8 - 3/8/84.

Darwin, Brisbane,
Coolangatta, Return.

2/8/84
TO
4/8/84

1210

f<lr Steve Hatton

To accompany Hon. I Tuxworth on
"show and tell" promotion with oil
industries in Sydney, ~lelbourne and
Perth.

Darwin, Perth, Adelaide,
Melbourne, Sydney,
Return.

9/9/84
TO
15/9/84

2716
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Mr Steve Hatton

Travel with the Minister
(Hon. J Robertson) to conduct meetings
with Maritime Unions.

Darwin, Sydney, Return.

19/10/84
TO
27/10/84

2053

Mr Steve Hatton

As Territory Member, attend Advisory
Council of Inter Government Relations
meeting.

Darwin, Melbourne,
Brisbane Return.

6/12/84
TO
8/12/84

1076

Mr Steve Hatton

To attend a A.C.P.I. Meeting.

Darwin, Melbourne,
Return.

17/12/84
TO
19/12/84
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Mr Mike Palmer

Fact finding mission of fisheries
marketing ~nd development.

Brisbane, Hobart,
Melbourne, Sydney,
Return.

27/4/84
TO
6/5/84

3103

Mr Mike Palmer

At the requerst of the Chief Minister
investigate the possibility of
bringing the Fishing Industry to use
Darwin as a base.

Darwin, Sydney, USA,
London, Singapore,
Return.

2/12/84
TO
24/12/84

7145

Mr Mike Palmer

Travel on behalf of the Minister
(Hon. J Robertson) to gather facts
for the establishment of a State
Theatre Company.

Darwin, Sydney, Brisbane,
Townsville, Cairns,
Return.

14/3/85
TO
25/3/85

2555

Mr Mike Palmer

Travel on behalf of the Minister
(Hon. J Robertson) to gather facts
for the establishment of a State
Theatre Company.

Darwin; Alice Springs,
Perth, Adelaide, Return

29/3/85
TO
4/4/85

2284
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Mr Dennis Collins

N
U1
U1

Represent the Chief Minister at 1985
Australian/Japanese Relations
Symposium.

Alice Springs, Sydney,
Return

17/3/85
TO
21/3/85.
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Mr R Hanrahan

To accompany the Chief Minister on
official Government business.

Alice Springs, Perth,
Adelaide, Return

13/5/84
TO
20/5/84

1046

Mr R Hanrahan

Official Government business at the
request of the Chief Minister.

Alice Springs, Melbourne,
Return.

22/5/84
TO
24/5/84

1037

Mr R Hanrahan

To accompany Hon. I Tuxworth on
"show and tell" prowotion with oil
industries in Sydney, Melbourne and
Perth

Alice Springs, Perth,
Adelaide, Melbourne,
Sydney, Brisbane, Return.

9/9/84
TO
18/9/84

3349
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Gardens Hill Development

11.

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
1.

How much will the Housing Commission pay for the pensioner units
that will be constructed in Stage 1 of the Gardens Hill
development?

2.

When will the Housing Commission be taking over those units?

3.

Who called for the tenders for the development?

4.

What will be the developer's contribution to the upgrading of
services in the area (referred to in the Minister's adjournment
speech of 29 August 1984?

5.

What is the component of land cost in the total cost of $1.985m
quoted by the Minister in his speech of 29 August 1984?

ANSWER
The matters raised in parts 1, 2, 3, and 5 of this question fall
within the province of the Minister for Transport and Works and
Housing and should be redirected accordingly.
With reference to the developer's contribution to the upgrading of
services; under a cost sharing Agreement entered into by the
developer and the Territory on 29 June 1984, the developer and the
Territory pay individually for those services of no benefit to the
other party.
The cost of shared services is divided on a
developer/Territory ratio of 17:13.
Using the original
cost
estimate of $612 000 for providing services, including traffic
lights, the developer's contribution would be $293 466.

15.

Gas Pipeline

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
1.

Did the Northern Territory government or its agents sign any
contracts for the purchase of pipes for the gas pipeline?

2.

If so, (a) were those contracts transferred to the "consortium"
and (b) did this involve any cost to the government?
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ANSWER
1.

No, CSR entered the contract in its own right.

2.

(a) Yes, from CSR. (b) No.

Explanation:
The pipe order was underwritten by the Territory government as
explained in the statement to the Assembly in April 1985.
"I can also inform honourable members that on 3 April 1985 CSR
placed an order for some $13mworth of pipe for the Darwin to
Mataranka leg of the pipeline project. This order was
underwritten by the Territory in the now unlikely event that
contract negotiations with the Consortium are unsuccessful.
Without such underwriting the physical schedule of pipeline
construction would have been delayed and the completion schedule
seriously threatened".
This underwriting took the form that in the unlikely event an
agreement was not finalised with Northern Territory Gas Pty Limited,
This did not
the pipeline would be novated to the Territory.
involve the Territory other than as a party in the novation clause
in the contract and was at no cost to the Territory.

16.

Car park, Doctor's Gully

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS and HOUSING
Has the government allocated or paid any amount which has or will be
used for the construction of a car park adjacent to the Doctor's
Gully fishfeeding venture and, if so, please give details?

ANSWER
Tourism is an important part of the Northern Territory economy and
it is necessary to provide facilities to encourage tourists to visit
interesting and well-known tourist attractions.
There are
precedents for the provision of parking facilities at Wayside Inns
and tourist facilities.
The Northern Territory Tourist Commission identified Doctor's Gully
as an important tourist attraction, requiring a car parking facility
and accordingly approached the Department of Transport and Works.
Subsequently, the Council, who agreed with the concept, contacted my
Department seeking a government contribution for the project.
My Department supported the project and proposed a contribution of
$40 000 to which Treasury agreed and so an order for the amount was
given to the Council, who will be the owners of the carpark.
Work is proceeding and is due for completion in August 1985.
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Land Holding, Doctor's Gully

17.

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
1.

Was the sale of the land at Doctor's Gully to Marshall
for a fish-feeding business subject to any conditions?

Perron

2.

If so, (a) what were the conditions, and (b) have they been
complied with?

ANSWER
1.

Yes.

2.

a.

The conditions were the normal statutory provlslons of a
term lease under the Crown Lands Act, and in addition:
o

o

o

o

o

o

b.

18.

required an annual
1 August 1984;

rental

of $4 650 payable

from

required maintenance and repair of all improvements on
Lot 5320;
required further improvements to a value of at least
$150000 commencing 1 September 1984.
Extensions of these dates to 1 September 1983 and
14 January 1985 respectively were later formally sought
and approved;
required all development in accordance with:
i.

any planning instrument under the Planning Act
affecting the land the subject of the lease; and

ii.

Instrument of Determination S248 which specified
that any new development or extensions to existing
development will
be subject to a prescribed
development application made pursuant to Section
105 of the Planning Act.

provide for the conversion of the lease to fee simple on
compliance with lease conditions.

Yes.

Coal Jetty, Channel Island

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
1. What was the cost of manufacture of the steel
proposed coal jetty at Channel Island?

259

pilings for the

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

2.

Does the decision to have a gas-fired generation plant mean that
the pilings are now not needed?

3.

If so, what action has been taken or is planned for
alternative use or disposal?

their

ANSWER
1. Steelmains were awarded the contract for the supply and delivery
of steel piles on 21 February 1984 valued at $3 140 000. The
contract is currently suspended and actual cost to, date is
$2 610 000.
2.

Approximately 1320 m of piles and 23 cross heads will be needed
and retained for use in the construction of the power station.

3.

Approximately 4700 m of piles, 8 cross heads and accessories are
being sold to McKay Steel and Trading Pty Limited for a price of
$1 038 183.92. This arrangement includes all freight and will
be finalised by 30 September 1985. The price accepted
represents 57% of NTEC's purchase price for the same quantity of
material.
Alternative use of piles on Channel Island Power Station is not
cost effective. Other Northern Territory government departments
have been approached and have no need of the piles.

Land, Myilly Point

20.

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
1. What are the details of the arrangements made with the Paspaley
family and associated companies for the acquisition of their
land holdings within the area of Myilly Point?
2.

What alternative land has been offered as
arrangements and what is its value?

part of these

3.

Have similar arrangements been made or are they being negotiated
with other landholders within that area and, if so, what are the
details?

4.

What is the total amount paid to date by the government for land
acquisition in the Myilly Point area? In addition, have further
amounts been committed and, if so, how much?

ANSWER
The Northern Territory government has been negotiating with the
members of the Paspaley family. Mr Tony Randazzo. the Westpac
Banking Corporation. the Anglican Church. the Commonwealth
government and the Northern Territory Housing Commission over the
acquisition of the properties owned by these parties on Myilly
Point.
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The Housing Commission has agreed to relinquish its properties and
is arranging the relocation of its tenants from the area.
The
Commonwealth has agreed in principle to the proposed purchase of its
land by the Territory. Negotiations to finalise the purchase are
continuing but may be prejudiced by detailed comment at this time.
Dealings with the remaining parties involve the finances of private
individuals and companies and must be accorded all
due
confidentiality.
I am not prepared to breach that confidence other
than to advise that negotiations have been completed with the
Paspaley family members and the Anglican Church and are continuing
with other parties.

FROM 20 August 1985
Backbench Committees

21.

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

What committees have been formed of government backbenchers to
carry out official functions or investigations on behalf of the
government?

2.

In respect of each committee, what government resources
been made available to it and at what cost?

3.

Have any of these committees submitted progress or final
reports? If so, please give details (including availability).

4.

If not, please advise, for each committee, when
due or expected.

have

its report is

ANSWER
None. However, there are some purely advisory committees made up of
government backbenchers who report to the responsible Minister.
These committees are Legislation Committee
Statute Law Review Committee
Housing Committee
Northern Territory Theatre Company Committee
Local Government Committee
Land Use Committee
Statutory Reports Committee
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Performing Arts Centre, Darwin

22.

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
In relation to the Darwin Performing Arts Centre, (a) what is the
latest estimated cost to the Northern Territory government of the
Darwin Performing Arts Centre; (b) what was the original estimated
cost; (c) please give details of the reasons for any increase;
(d) when will the Centre be open for use; (e) what was the
originally planned date for the Centre to open; and (f) what are the
reasons for any delay?

ANSWER
a.

The latest estimate of cost is $12.3 million.

b.

The estimated cost to complete construction of the project at
the award of the contract to Jennings Industries Limited in
November 1982 was $9.54 million.

c.

The increase in the cost to the government reflected inflation
in the building sector and the settlement of contractual
disputes.

d.

The Centre is expected to be open for use in April 1986.

e.

The contractual completion date is 5 November 1985.

f.

The project was delayed due to a series of events which included
poor performance by Jennings and the financial arrangements of
Burgundy Royale.

23.

New Age Thinking Seminars

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
1. Are New Age Thinking Seminars still
servants?

being held for public

2.

How many public servants have attended the seminars and at what
cost to the government?

3.

Were tenders called for the seminars or were quotes for similar
courses obtained and, if so, what are the details?

4.

Was any commission paid, or did any benefits accrue directly or
indirectly, to the Northern Territory agent of the Pacific
Institute of Seattle, for the use of the seminars by the
Northern Territory government and, if so, give details?
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ANSWER
1.

Yes.
It is anticipated that the majority of N.T. Public
Servants will eventually attend these seminars.

2.

To date, at least 423 Public Servants have attended.
are as follows:

The costs

Initial outlay:

$14 000 for each set of tapes, 3 sets of which
have been purchased.

Ongoing costs:

$40 per head for workbooks required by each
seminar participant.
Approximately
900
workbooks have been purchased.

The total cost of above is $84 000.
3.

No. Under Treasury Regulation 12(2) management consultancy
services do not have to go to tender.

4.

I am advised that no commission or other benefit accrued to any
Northern Territory representative of the Pacific Institute.

24.

Land Claim Court Costs

Mr B. COLLINS to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
What was the cost to the Northern Territory government of the Appeal
to the full Federal Court of Australia in the case of Perron and the
Northern Territory Planning Authority v Central Land Council?

ANSWER
Legal representation both as solicitor and counsel was provided by
the Crown Solicitor's office and no charge was made or will be made
to the Northern Territory. Planning Authority for this service.
Therefore no legal costs have been incurred by the Northern
Territory Planning Authority in this appeal.
Costs were awarded by the Federal Court against the Planning
Authority. The solicitors for the Central Land Council have written
requesting $9 800.85 as their costs by letter dated 26 August 1985,
A response has been made by letter from the Crown Solicitor's office
dated 28 August 1985.
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TIO Advertising

25.

Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
What have been the costs of advertising by the Territory Insurance
Office for each month since July 1984 for:
a.
b.
c.

television;
radio; and
other media?

ANSWER
I attach a table answering the Honourable Member's question showing
the breakdown of advertising costs by the TIO throughout 1984-85. I
should mention that the expenditure on advertising by the TIO needs
to be seen in perspective. It is advertising which either projects
the corporate image or corporate products and it is much the
same - indeed I would see in many instances considerably better in
quality - than many other insurers need to produce in order to
maintain a position in what is a competitive market. In terms of
its premium income, the TIO's advertising expenditure budget is not
excessive.
If it is measured against premium income then it
represents only 0.37% of premium income for the year. The State
Government Insurance Office of Queensland, for example, spends about
$1.5m per annum in advertising or 15% of premium income and the
State Government Insurance Corporation of South Australia also
spends about 0.5% of premium income.
See table on following page.
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T.I.O. - ADVERTISING EXPENSES
JULY 1984 TO JUNE 1985

July 1984
August
September
October
November
December
January 1985
February
March
April
May
June

RADIO
3,180.00
2,311.66
3,493.33
1,303.33
3,333.33
2,455.00
2,183.33
3,418.33
4,028.33
1,641.67
1,704.33
1,633.33

TV
8,299.00
2,520.00
1,680.00
250.00
3,037.00
3,040.00
3,732.00
5,139.00
3,177 .00
1,845.00
1,618.00

OTHER
4,872.91
8,274.32
3,705.60
2,208.00
1,879.80
2,715.40
1,767.20
4,210.00
2,773.20
1,699.60
2,000.00
1,932.40

$30,685.97
$103,061.40
40,978.46

$34,337.00

$38,038.43

Production costs, agency
fees, brochures, pamphlets
etc.

$144,039.86
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Waramunga Land Claim

26.

Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
What was the cost to the Northern Territory government for its
opposition to the Waramunga land claim during the period 1 January
1982 to 31 July 1985 for a.

private consultants and QCs engaged to prepare the government's
case;

b.

internal costs incurred by i.
Department of Community Development;
ii. Department of Law;
iii. Chief Minister's Department; and

c.

the total cost of defending this land claim?

ANSWER

a.

for consultants and/or QC's fees and amount of

b.

Internal costs, i.e. travelling allowance
and airfare costs as follows i.
Department of Community Development
ii. Department of Law
iii. Department of Chief Minister

c.

7 340.00
39 493.91
1 700.00

Total cost in relation to land claim expenses

27.

$180 093.13

$228 627.04

Education Staffing Levels

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
What are the gradings and duties of the 50 positions removed from
the Department of Education as announced in the government's 1985
mini budget?
ANSWER

See table on following pages.
The 1985 Review and reorganisation of
Department of Education recommended the
positions and the creation of 30 additional
reduction of 50 positions. The review
positions only.

the Northern Territory
removal of 80 identified
positions, giving a net
applied to office-based

The reductions and additions are listed by Branch, Level and
Designation. Detailed Duty Statements are available from the office
of the Minister for Education. A copy of the review is supplied.
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Reductions
Branch

Level

Schools Central

S. E.O.

Senior Education Officer Gir1s*

A3

Clerical Support

E.O.

Education Officer Staffing

A6

Recruitment Officer

A5

Removals Clerk

A9

Safety Coordinator

E.O.

Education Officer
Research

Superintendent

Superintendent Secondary
&Careers

S. E.O.

Senior Education Officer
Curriculum

E.O.

Education Officer Early
Childhood Education

E.O.

Education Officer
Guidance

E.O.

Education Officer
Language

E.O.

Education Officer
Special Education

E.O.

Education Officer
Language

Band

Teacher Education Centre
Katherine

Band 1

Special Education
Itinerant Teacher

A3

Staff Clerk

A6

Trans fer Cl erk

Personnel

Schools Branch

Designation

* This temporary position has subsequently been approved for a

further 3 years following consideration of the report submitted

by the S.E.O. on tasks required to be undertaken.
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Curriculum and
Assessment

Al

Office Service Assistant

Labourer

Tea Attendant

Labourer

Tea Attendant

Labourer

Tea Attendant

Labourer

Tea Attendant

AS

Administrative Officer

Al

Keyboard Operator

Al

Keyboard Operator

A3

Stores Inspector

A4

Senior Stores Inspector

Al

Keyboard operator

A6

Administrative Officer

A4

Service Clerk

Class 2

Physiotherapist

A6

Administrative Officer

A4

Service Clerk

Storeman

Storeman

E.O.

Education Officer Health
and Physical Education

E.O.

Education Officer Music

S.LO.

Senior Education Officer
Science

LO.

Education Officer
Science

E.O.

Education Officer
Social and Cultural
Education

S.E.O.

Senior Education Officer
Arts

E.O.

Education Officer
Arts/Crafts
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S.E.O.

Senior Education Officer
Early Childhood
Education

S.E.O.

Senior Education Officer
Bilingual

TAFE

S.E.O.

Senior Education Officer
Teaching English as a
Second Language

E.O.

Education Officer
Teaching English as a
Second Language

E.O.

Education Officer
Secondary

E.O.

Education Officer
Hearing Impaired

E3.

Senior Research Officer

A9

Administrative Officer

A4

Word Process Operator

A3

Word Process Operator

Class 3

Linguist

Class 2

Linguist

Al

Keyboard Operator

Al

Registry Assistant

S.E.O.

Senior Education Officer
Technical and Further
Education

E.O.

Education Officer
Technical and Further
Education

A8

Policy Analyst

A8

Research Assistant

A6

Training and Development
Assistant

A3

Support Clerk
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Planning and
Coordination

Educational
Facil ities

A7

Administrative Officer

A3

Relief Clerk

A3

Administrative Officer

A3

Administrative Officer

A3

Library Assistant

Al

Administrative Clerk

Al

Keyboard Operator

Al

Keyboard Operator

Class 3

Librarian

Class 2

Librarian

Class 1

Librarian

A7

Assistant Estimates
Offi cer

A6

Field Officer

A6

Field Officer

EI

Information Officer

A7

Administrative Officer

A4

Administrative Officer

A5

Planning Services

Additions
Designation

Branch

Level

Schools Branch North

E.O.

Education Officer
Education Centre
Katherine

A7

Administrative Officer

S.E.O.

Literacy Inservice
Course/Basic Learning in
Primary Schools

E.O.

Education Officer
Assessment in Aboriginal
Schools

Curriculum and
Assessment

270

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

P.E.O.

Principal Education
Officer Languages other
than English

Policy Secretariat

E4

Director

Planning and
Coordination

A4

Shared Logic
Information Systems

A7
A4

Estimates Officer

A9

Information Systems

A4

Secretarial Support

El

Executive Officer EAC

E3

Special Projects
Coordinator

E2

Non-Goverment Schools
and Student Assistance
Policy Officer

E3

Community Relations
Coordinator

Schools Branch South

Al

Facilities Clerk

Facilities and
Administration

A5
A5

Salaries Team Leader
Salaries Team Leader

A4

Staff Clerk

A3

Student Assistance

A5

Administrative Officer

Al

Administrative Clerk

Officer Class 1

Librarian

Officer Class 2

Librarian

Officer Class 2

Librarian

Officer Class 2

Librarian

Officer Class 2

Li brari an

Class 3

Librarian

Class 3

Librarian

Class 3

Librarian.

Special Programs

TAFE
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FROM 12 November 1985
Aboriginal Employment

29.

Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

How many Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people are employed by
the whole of the Northern Territory Public Service and at what
designations are those staff employed?

2.

What is the breakdown of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people
employed on a permanent full-time basis and those employed on a
short-term contract?

ANSWER
In August 1984 my predecessor advised that accurate figures
concerning Aboriginal employment and designations in the Northern
Territory Public Service should be available in late 1984 or early
1985 when INTERPERS is fully functional.
It was intended at that time to incorporate into the INTERPERS
system a question relating to Aboriginality. Following discussions
with the Equal Employment Opportunities Branch and the Aboriginal
Development Branch of the Public Service Commissioner's Office and
the Northern Territory Unions, it was decided not to proceed as
there was no agreement reached to record ethnicity of persons
employed in the NTPS. The question of recording Aboriginality has
raised criticism in other States.
It is possible to provide an approximation of any designated group
of supervisor identification which is the system used in the
Australian Public Service. It is intended to request such advice
from supervisors on 1 July 1986.

Housing Aboriginal Communities

30.

Mr BELL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1.

For each of the following communities - Alcoota Station,
Aluralkwe, Areyonga, Docker River,
Finke, Haasts Bluff,
Hermannsburg,
Imanpa Community/Mount Ebenezer, Jay Creek,
Kintore, Maryvale, Mbunghara, Papunya, Santa Teresa, Wallace
Rockhole, Yulara/Ayers Rock - how many a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

people
children
adult males
adult females; and
family/clan groups,

live in each of these communities?
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2.

In these communities, how many a.

structural dwellings are there in each of them; and

b.

of these dwellings -

(i) power; (ii) internal cold running water; (iii) internal hot
running water; (iv) attached toilets; (v) a shower/bath; and
(vi) an attached laundry?
3.

How many of the family/clan groups in these communities
in structured dwellings fitted with -

reside

(a) all; (b) some; and (c) none of the facilities referred to in
2(b)?

ANSWER
1.

(a)

(b)

(c)

NAME

Pop.

Chil dren
(0-14 x.rs)

Adult
Males

Alcoota
(Engawala)
Aluralkwe
(Little Well)
Areyonga
Docker River
Finke (Apatula)
Haasts Bluff
Hermannsburg
Imanpa
Jay Creek
Kintore
Maryvale
Mbungara
Papunya
Santa Teresa
Wallace Rockhole
Yulara
(Ax.ers Rock

70
50

151
441
100
179
354
180
56
314
103
51
352

29

17

(d)

Adult
Females
24

No data available on population breakup
57

47

47

167

134

47

33

49
164
41
19
138
49
24
182

61
91
80
17
84
27

140
20
69

82

550

175

210

51
97

17
40

19
27

10

99

59
20
92
27

17
88
165
15
30

NOTE: The above figures are approximate only and based on 1983 data.
1(e)

Data not presently available for N.T. Government sources.
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2(a)

?tructural Dwellings
Houses

Alcoota (Engawala)

Shelters

6

Aluralkwe (Little Well)

8
6

Areyonga

12

Docker River

22 (+5 in 1985/86)

Finke (Apatula)

28

2

5 (+3 fl ats)

Haasts Bl uff
Hermannsburg

42

Imanpa

15

Jay Creek

12 (+4 pensioner units)

Kintore

4 (+6 in 1985/86)

15

Maryvale

6

18

Mbungara

6

Papunya

32

40

Santa Teresa

39

43

Wallace Rockhole

3

22

Yulara (Ayers Rock)

5 (+ facilities of
old motel)

2(b)

Data not presently available from Northern Territory
government sources.

3.

As with question 2(b), data not presently available from
Northern Territory government sources.

Some of the information relating to questions 2(b) to 3 may be
available from Commonwealth Government agencies such as the
Aboriginal Development Commission which carries out annual
Aboriginal housing needs surveys.
I have previously advised the Assembly of an initiative of my
Department to develop Aboriginal Community profiles as an aid to
planning services to communities such as those referred to by the
Honourable Member.
Information, such as numbers of family/clan
groups (Question l(e)) will eventually become available as part of
this profile collection.
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Executive Assistant to Under Treasurer

34.

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER and TREASURER
1.

2.

Will the Minister confirm that in the selection of an officer to
fill the position of Executive Assistant to the Under Treasurer
of the Northern Territory that any of the following occurred a.

the selection panel recommended the appointment of an
existing employee of the Northern Territory Public Service;

b.

the Under Treasurer sought to appoint a person from outside
the NTPS;

c.

the Public Service Commissioner wrote to the Under
Treasurer informing him that his proposal to ignore the
selection panel's recommendation and to make his own
appointment was improper; and

d.

the Under Treasurer sought and received from the then
Treasurer a written direction or permission to proceed with
his course of action?

Would the Minister provide me with official
correspondence on this matter?

copies of any

ANSWER

There is no position of Executive Assistant in Treasury.
It is
assumed the question relates to the position of Head of Secretariat;
1.

2.

a.

No - the selection panel (Dr R Madden, Mr P Temple and
Mrs J Prince) unanimously recommended the appointment of a
person not employed in the Northern Territory Public
Service.

b.

Yes - acting on the advice of the Selection Committee.

c.

The Public Service Commissioner
Treasurer's request.

d.

There was no discussion on the matter with the Minister.

approved

the

Under

Given the actual
course of events, access to relevant
correspondence appears unnecessary. Should the Leader of the
Opposition wish, relevant correspondence can be made available
to him on a confidential basis.
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Bi 11 of Ri ghts

36.

Mr B. COLLINS to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
1.

What were the results and cost of the commission given by the
Attorney-General
in May 1982 to Mr Des Sturgess and
Professor Darryl Lumb to formulate a Bill of Rights for
statehood?

2.

If no results are available,
expected?

please advise when may they be

ANSWER
I advise that, in the case of Mr Sturgess, initial discussion took
place between the then AttorneY-Genera, Mr Everingham, and
Mr Sturgess concerning the preparation of a draft Bill of Rights.
Later preliminary correspondence was entered into between the
Northern Territory government and Mr Sturgess
and
with
Professor Lumb concerning the drafting of a Bill of Rights. No
formal brief, however was delivered to either party.
Neither
Mr Sturgess nor Professor Lumb submitted a draft Bill of Rights.
Neither Mr Sturgess nor Professor Lumb submitted an account.
As for the second question, there is nothing further expected of
Mr Sturgess or Professor Lumb as regards a draft Bill of Rights.

37.

Statehood Consultant

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
What are the details surrounding the appointment of Mr Lex Silvester
of Mildren Silvester and Partners as a consultant on statehood,
including - (a) length of appointment; (b) terms and conditions of
the appointment; (c) terms of reference of the consultancy; and
(d) the remuneration for consultancy (including expected total cost,
if remuneration is not in one lump sum)?

ANSWER
Mr Lex Silvester has been appointed as a Ministerial officer in the
Office of the Chief Minister. Mr Silvester has taken leave without
pay from the firm of Mildren Silvester and Partners for the duration
of the consultancy.
The terms and conditions of Mr Silvester's appointment are in line
with normal arrangements for a senior Ministerial Officer of
Mr Silvester's qualifications and background.
It is not the
government's practice to make available the precise details of
arrangements negotiated with individuals in such circumstances.
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The Chief Minister has Ministerial officers who handle Public
Service Commission, Racing and Gaming, Treasury and Police among
their responsibilities. One of Mr Silvester's responsibilities is
to liaise with the Office of the Special Minister for Constitutional
Development on issues relating to statehood.

38.

liquor Laws Review

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
Has the Review of the Northern Territory Liquor Laws, announced by
the Chief Minister on 16 September 1984, (a) been completed; (b) .is
there a report available and what are the results; and (c) if not,
when is the Report expected to be completed?

ANSWER
In a press release dated 16 September 1984, the former Chief
Minister, Mr Everingham, said that he would discuss alcohol related
violence with the Police Commissioner and senior police officers.
The discussion which took place eventually involved not only the
police but also the Liquor Commission.
A 'review' of the Northern Territory liquor laws (in the-sense of a
formal structured enquiry) was not instituted and therefore no
report was produced. Arising from the discussions, during the
ensuing year Liquor Commission and police officers have been paying
closer attention to offences arising in and around licensed
premises. The restricted area provisions of the Liquor Act have
also been the subject of closer examination.
As Minister responsible for the Liquor Commission, I have requested
a review of all aspects of the restricted area legislation. The
terms of reference will include, for example, the effectiveness of a
'dry' area and the impact of dry areas on surrounding communities.
PRESS RELEASE BY THE CHIEF MINISTER, PAUL EVERINGHAM
16 September 1984
The Chief Minister Paul Everingham, says the government will
re-examine Territory Liquor Laws in the light of the horrendous
death rate caused by alcohol-related violence.
Mr Everingham will discuss the problem with Police Commissioner
Peter McAulay and senior police officers this week.
"We have to balance up people's right to drink ·with the government's
responsibilities to the total community" Mr Everingham said.
"And when members of the community are literally being murdered
because of alcohol abuse, it is time to re-assess the ease of access
to alcohol under current liquor laws."
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The Chief Minister said that every Territorian was horrified at a
series of alcohol-related incidents in Katherine last week which
left three people dead.
The Territory's homicide rate is far higher than the national
average and police say that many of the deaths are caused by
alcohol-related violence.
Mr Everingham said the Territory government was continually stepping
up its program of education and rehabilitation in an effort to stem
alcohol abuse.
"But the tragic fact is that people are still dying, and all the
education programs in the world will not restore all those wasted
lives" Mr Everingham said.
"It seems that greater access to alcohol means greater consumption,
so we may have to examine ways of limiting that access."
ENDS

Territory Property Trust

39.

Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
With the announcement of the 5 million $1 units in the casino
Territory Property Trust being purchased by the Territory Insurance
Office a.

what are the details of the financial analysis of the earning
potential of the casinos which was referred to in the
announcement of the purchase;

b.

is a report of the analysis available;

c. what were the terms of the purchase of the 5 million $1 shares;
and
d.

what particular terms of purchase were applicable to the
2.6 million units over which an option is held by Greate Bay
Casino and Aspinall Holdings Pty Limited?

ANSWER
a.

In placing these units with the Territory Insurance Office, the
Territory Property Trust made available its detailed rental
estimates and budget projections for the casino properties as
well as assumptions used for extrapolation. The TIO also
received associated Trust and Lease documentation, previously
tabled in the Legislative Assembly, under which a dividend of at
least 10% per annum, rising with the Consumer Price Index, is
assured.
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b.

The detailed budget analysis and projections are commercially
sensitive and confidential and for the the protection of the
casino operations cannot be made available to other parties.

c.

All units were issued at par for cash and are of the same class
as other units already on issue.

d.

The 2.6 million units over which the operators have options are
the subject of a private commercial agreement between the trust
and the TID to protect their respective rights and obligations
should the option be exercised.

Alcohol and Drug Abuse

40.

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for HEALTH
The former Minister for Health stated on 19 September 1984 that
allocations associated with drug and alcohol abuse in the 1984-85
Northern Territory Budget totalled nearly $2m; what are the details
of total allocations in this area in the 1985-86 Budget?

ANSWER
The total allocation for drug and alcohol
Territory for 1985-86 is $2 151 000.

abuse

in the

Northern

This amount is broken down into the following groups:
$1 053 500

Grants in Aid

41.

Drug and Alcohol Bureau and
Drug and Alcohol Advisory Committee

354 000

Royal Darwin Hospital:
o
Alcohol Dependence Treatment Unit
o
Detoxification Unit

176 00
222 000

National Campaign Against Drug Abuse
(50% Commonwealth Funded)

22 600

National Drug Education Programme
(100% Commonwealth funded)

90 000

Nhulunbuy Community Counsellor

29 600

Aboriginal Community Dry Areas

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
Given that, on 29 August 1985, during the debate on the Liquor
Amendment Bill 1985 (Serial 85), the Minister referred to ~definite
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indications from police and health authorities that strict
enforcement of a dry area lessens the degree of alcohol related
illness, injury and community disturbance" a.

what are the details of those "indications"; and

b.

if they are contained in reports, are those reports available?

ANSWER
The word used by the Minister was 'indications' not the obviously
different word 'indicators'. At this point, the statistical
indicators have not been collected from local health, police and
educational authorities.
In the near future, there will begin a
study which, among other things, will collect and collate records
available in Aboriginal communities.
The words used in the debate were 'definite indications'. The
indications have been conveyed by the Chairman of the Liquor
Commission arising out of regular discussions on Aboriginal
communities. In particular, the Chairman has had access to the
records of police and health authorities stationed at Aboriginal
communities. On many occasions, the Chairman has held hearings in
Aboriginal communities related to restricted areas. The conclusion
reached at most of these hearings is that the majority of the people
in an Aboriginal community believe firstly that enforcing the
restricted area reduces the amount of alcohol which arrives at the
community. Secondly, less alcohol in the community means that there
is less community disturbance.
The previous Chairman of the Liquor Commission had a similar
For the information of Honourable Members, a copy of
experience.
the Commission "Report on Restricted Areas" dated March 1982 has
been placed in the Parliamentary Library.

Police Headquarters

42.

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
In respect of the new police headquarters' complex in McMillan's
Road -(a) what was the originally announced completion date;
(b) what was the actual completion date; (c) what were the reasons
(including claims by the contractors) which caused an extension of
time.
(d) what was the originally announced cost of the
construction; (e) what was the final cost; and (f) who will bear the
increased cost?

ANSWER
a.

The original contract completion date for
6 August 1984.
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b.

The complex was occupied by the police on 4 May 1985 although a
number of minor items were not completed until 30 June 1985.

c.

Delays in completing the complex were caused by:
o

contract variations which included:
i.
ii.
iii.

d.

necessary design changes
construction problems
additional work to provide a headquarters
building for the Northern Territory Fire Service;

o

normal extensions of time granted for inclement weather;

o

introduction of the 38 week;

o

termination of the mechanical nominated subcontract due to
the NSC being put into receivership;

o

remedial work by the contractor to ensure that specified
standards of finish were achieved;

o

late completion by the contractor.

The initial estimated and announced cost of the
construction was $11 500 000.

complex

Additional funding of $1 300 000 was provided by the Northern
Territory Government during the course of the project for the
following:

e.

o

$650 000 for Northern Territory Fire Service
Headquarters;

o

$650 000 for client initiated variations and other
design and construction variations.

Negotiations as to the final cost are continuing; however, the
final cost of the complex is expected to be contained within the
revised program provision of $12 800 000.
The exact figure has yet to be determined due to the need to
resolve outstanding contractual claims but is likely to provide
for a significant deduction from the contract sum as liquidated
damages owing to the government arising from late completion by
the contractor

f.

There are not expected to be any increased costs for anyone
bear.
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Police and Police Aides

43.

Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

How many police officers and police aides were stationed at the
following locations in 1975 and 1984 a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

g.
h.

2.

Lajamanu;
Tennant Creek;
Yuendumu
Papunya;
Hermannsburg;
Ali Curung;
Alice Springs;
total for the Southern Region?

How many cases were brought before the magistrates court
covering the Southern Region in 1974 and 1984?

ANSWER
1.

Police Officers
1974
1984

Police Aides
1975
1984

g.

Lajamanu
Tennant Creek
Yuendumu
Papunya
Hermannsburg
Ali Curung
Alice Springs

2
13
2
2
Nil
2
54

2
22
3
3
2
2
84

Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

1
1
1
Nil
Nil
2
Nil

h.

Total for Southern Region 82

139

Nil

5

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

2.

1974

1984

5613

8375

The figures given do not accurately reflect the Police Southern
Command or for that matter the Court Circuit, Southern Region,
as Lajamanu did not come within the jurisdiction of Southern
Magistrates in 1974 and in police manpower terms is part of
Northern Command. As well, there are a number of other police
stations in Southern Command who are also on the Court Circuit,
including Tennant Creek and Alice Springs. Additionally the
police aide scheme did not commence until 1979.
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44.

Expenditure Secretariat and Federal Affairs

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

What are the expenditure details within the Department of the
Chief Minister under the Activity Headings of Secretariat and
Federal Affairs?

2.

In respect of this expenditure, what are the -

3.

a.

names of officers employed and their respective positions;

b.

officers' classifications and
employment;

c.

major items in Administrative and Operational expenses;
and

d.

details of any consultancies expected?

respective

periods

of

Included under these Activity Headings, what is the extent of
"support for Federal representatives" which relates to a.

any direct payments for wages, salaries or allowances of
persons employed or associated with the Federal
representatives; and

b.

any expenses of Federal
Activity Heading?

ANSWER

See tables on following pages.
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SECRETARIAT
1.

The funding for this activity was provided in the 1985/86
budget. Expenditure details for the period 1.7.85 to
10.9.85 are:
Salaries and Allowances
Administrative Expenses

$44 625
$ 4 468

2(a).

It is inappropriate and unnecessary to provide names of
officers in particular positions.

2(b).

Positions
E4
E2
El
A9
A7
A4

2(c).

Director
Executive Officer
Executive Officer
Projects Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary

Major items within the 1985/86 Administrative Expenses
budget are:
0
0
0
0
0

Travel
Printing, publications
Consultancies
Advertising "Inside your Parliament"
New office costs and incidentals

$11
$23
$20
$15
il0

Total 1985/86 budget

$79 000

2(d) .

No consultancies are programmed to date.

3.

Ni 1.
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FEDERAL AFFAIRS
1.

Funding for this activity was provided for in the
1985-86 budget. Expenditure detai1s for the period
1.7.85 to 30.9.86 are:
Salaries and Allowances
Administrative Expenses

$3006
$1428
$4434

2(a).

It is inappropriate and unnecessary to provide names
of officers in particular positions.

2(b).

Positions
E4 Director
E2 Executive Officer
A3 Administrative Assistant

2(c).

Major items within the 1985/86 Administrative Expenses
budget are:
0
0
0
0
0

Travel
Economic Studies
Membership of A.C.I.R.
Printing, publications
New office costs and incidentals

$15
$35
$10
$14
110

Total 1985/86 budget

$84 000

2(d).

No consultancies are programmed to date.

3.

Ni 1.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Tuesday 12 November 1985

Comment by Special Minister for Constitutional Development
Mr B. COLLINS to SPECIAL MINISTER for CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
refer to his quite extraordinary statement yesterday about 'silly
challenges in court' in respect of the Northern Territory Public Service Act.
I would imagine that courts are in a position themselves to determine whether
court actions are silly or not. Can he confirm that his totally improper
reference yesterday to 'silly challenges in court' in respect of the Public
Service Act - which, in my view, borders on contempt - was a reference to the
Bob Ellis matter currently before the courts since that is the only challenge
yet mounted to the recent amendments to the act? Can he advise whether his
remarks about 'silly challenges in court' were intended to further intimidate
public servants against availing themselves of their legal rights to protect
themselves against improper suspension or removal?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, if my words yesterday in the media in any way imputed or can
be taken to impute any disrespect to the courts, I withdraw them unreservedly.
Sometimes, and I am the first to admit it, one says things that one regrets
later and that was one such occasion.
Renal Dialysis Unit for Central Australia
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for HEALTH
When will the renal dialysis unit for the treatment of patients with
kidney disorders come into operation in central Australia?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker,
renal dialysis unit
Springs who have
would be aware, for
central Australia
service.

am pleased to advise members that the establishment of a
in Alice Springs is good news for those residents of Alice
had to travel interstate for such a service. As members
some time now a considerable number of residents of
have been domiciled in Adelaide to receive the dialysis

The Department of Health in Alice Springs currently is conducting
negotiations to draw up plans to have the facility operational hopefully by
June or July next year. Negotiations are taking place with an expert in the
field of renal dialysis - namely, Dr Pugslie, from Adelaide - and with the
people responsible for providing this service in South Australia at the
moment. The service has received quite a deal of favourable comment.
I should pay tribute to the combined service clubs in Alice Springs,
particularly the Quota Club which raised this issue some time ago. I take the
view that, if it were not for their efforts, the provision of a dialysis unit
would not be on the drawing board. I commend the service clubs in Alice
Springs for raising, as at 1 October 1985, some $16 000 from the community.
That will go a long way towards providing a renal dialysis unit. They have
been very specific about that. They did not want a particular room named
after them or a taxi service or a bus service to provide transport for people;
they wanted a renal dialysis unit. I am pleased to advise the Quota Club and
the other service clubs in Alice Springs that that is exactly what their money
will be used for: the provision of a renal dialysis unit. As I mentioned
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previously, it will be in place as soon as practicable. It is very important
that all the expert negotiations which are required to provide this particular
service are carried out very responsibly.
I am sure that members, and in particular the members for MacDonnell and
Stuart, would be well aware that we have particular problems with hepatitis B.
I will be advising the Assembly further on specific arrangements that will be
made to deal with that problem.
Remuneration of Mr Lex Sylvester
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Mr Speaker, earlier this year, I placed a question on notice concerning
the remuneration being paid to a well-known Darwin solicitor and even better
known member of the Country Liberal Party, Mr Lex Sylvester. I asked the
Chief Minister and Treasurer to provide me with the terms of Mr Sylvester's
appointment and the remuneration provided. In his answer on 11 October, the
Chief Minister refused to provide that information. Could he now advise the
Assembly whether Mr Sylvester's remuneration is being paid for privately by
the Country Liberal Party or whether Mr Sylvester is being paid from the
public purse as a ministerial officer? Why did he refuse earlier to provide
me with this information and will he provide the information now?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, Mr Sylvester was working in my office on a temporary,
contractual arrangement on secondment from his firm. I did not think it was
appropriate at that time to divulge the terms of the contractual arrangement.
Subsequently, Mr Sylvester was appointed to my staff as a principal private
secretary and will be remunerated by the Northern Territory government like
any other ministerial officer.
I will make the details of the contractual
arrangements available today if the member so wishes.
Wills Terrace Pedestrian Crossing
Mr VALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
The minister previously advised that he would use his office and his
position to try to influence the Alice Springs Town Council to provide a
pedestrian crossing for the senior citizens in Wills Terrace. What has
occurred?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the particular crossing to which the member for Braitling is
referring is situated on Wills Terrace near the Senior Citizen's Club
clubrooms in Alice Springs. I know it is of great concern to him but, because
it is a council responsibility and the council is duly elected by the people
of Alice Springs, I think it would be improper for me to attempt to influence
it in relation to the provision of a crossing.
However, I would have no
hesitation in providing any information that the council may require on
traffic flows and future traffic patterns in the Alice Springs area which may
assist it to come to a decision in this matter.
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Gove Airport Control Tower
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
understand that the federal Department of Aviation has deferred the
commissioning of the new Gove airport control tower. Why was it deferred and
what are the implications for the people of Gove?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the story of the Gove control tower is certainly rather
intriguing. In 1980, the Department of Aviation insisted that no additional
DC9 or 737 jet flights would be permitted to operate through Gove until an air
traffic control facility was provided. At that time, both Ansett and TAA were
operating 2 flights a week through Gove and both airlines had identified the
need for an additional service. The Department of Aviation decision was made
on the grounds that unreliable weather forecasting in the area and the
projected heavy growth in Gove air traffic would not permit the required
operational standards to be met.
Construction of the control tower commenced last year and, by July this
year, the tower had been completed and most of the communications equipment
had been put in place. A contract had been let for the construction of
3 residences for air traffic control staff in Gove. The total expenditure on
the project at that time was around $1.6m. It was then that the Department of
Aviation decided to review the situation to determine whether commissioning of
the tower could be justified on the basis that the total number of aircraft
movements had increased by only 7% from 1980 to 1985 and not the
projected 38%. The Bureau of Meteorology intends to open a station at Gove in
the near future and the department considers that that will overcome concerns
in relation to inaccurate weather forecasting for the area.
The current level of jet services through Gove has been maintained without
any evidence of a compromise of operational standards. Ansett and TAA
indicated that probably they would seek only 1 additional service each week
and the estimated operational cost if the control tower were commissioned
would be about $235 000 per annum.
Early in October 1985, the Department of Aviation decided that the
commissioning of the control tower should be deferred with a further review of
the situation to take place in June 1986. On reaching that decision, the
Department of Aviation has set the following parameters for approving one
additional DC9 or B737 flight through Gove: the new weather facility must be
operating to provide accurate weather forecasting; the airlines must provide
justification for additional services; and a minimum of 2 hours separation
must apply to scheduled jet flight services to avoid jet aircraft being in the
I am advised that the airlines wish to schedule
area at the same time.
2 additional flights a week through Gove and Ansett desires to commence its
extra service as soon as possible. Also, TAA intends to introduce additional
services as of March next year.
As it stands at the moment, Gove and Groote -Eylandt people will not
receive the level of air service which the airlines are willing to provide.
The situation is unsatisfactory. With almost $2m spent to date on the control
tower and associated housing, the Gove control tower saga assumes the
trappings of a mini-Darwin Airport story. It is a real stop-start situation,
and is obviously to the detriment of the travelling public in the area. It is
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certainly interesting to note that, over the last couple of years, we have
seen Commonwealth expenditure of $9.7m at Darwin Airport, $2m for the Gove
control tower and $8.5m for surveying the railway route from Alice Springs to
Darwin. That totals more than $30m of Commonwealth money that has been spent
in the Territory and which has resulted in no jobs and no additional amenities
for any Territorians. I think that is an appalling situation. It certainly
indicates one of the reasons why our federal government is in so much trouble
financially.
Appointment of Director of Equal Employment Opportunities
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
My question concerns the filling of the position of the Director of Equal
Employment Opportunities in his department. Why is it taking so long to fill
the position? Is it true that Cabinet refused to accept the recommendation of
the selection panel? Will he assure the Assembly that, in filling this
position, accepted public service procedures will be followed; that is, that
there will be no discrimination based on race, sex or marital
status - particularly, in this case, marital status?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the government is very interested in the selection of the
officer to fill the position of Director of Equal Employment Opportunities.
The appointment will be by Cabinet because it is a very sensitive and a very
important position, and it is being treated as such. The procedures of
advertising, interview and appointment will be done as carefully as possible.
In fact, advertising and interviews have been carried out by officers of the
public service and a short list of potential candidates for the position has
been recommended to Cabinet. In the next couple of weeks, the Minister for
Community Development, myself, the Public Service Commissioner and the
Secretary of the Chief Minister's Department will interview the persons on the
short list and the selection will be made on the basis of merit. No other
basis is of much importance. I am absolutely astounded that, before any
decision has been taken, people are running off in various directions making
claims about improper decisions. I say to the member that we are very serious
about the appointment of the officer to the Equal Opportunities Office and the
matter is being treated very carefully. The position will go to the person
who merits it most.
Gunn Point Prison Farm
Mrs PADGHAM PURICH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
In view of the recent media reports regarding overcrowding at Darwin
Prison, can he assure me that conditions of entry will not be relaxed for
prisoner selection to the minimum security prison at Gunn Point?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I would like to be able to tell the member for Koolpinyah that
I will shift people out of the maximum security facilities at Berrimah and put
them at Gunn Point but, unfortunately, I cannot because the Gunn Point
facility is full. There has been no relaxation of the classification criteria
to enter Gunn Point. In fact, as a result of a recent escape from Gunn Point
Prison Farm, 3 prisoners were transferred back to Darwin Prison. I know the
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member is concerned because Gunn Point is within her electorate and also the
access road to and from Gunn Point passes through her electorate.
The
circumstances surrounding the recent escape from Gunn Point raised some
concern among people in her electorate.
The short answer is that the government is addressing the problem of
overcrowding in the prison system within the Northern Territory.
The
classification for prisoners going into a minimum security prison such as the
one at Gunn Point will not be relaxed in any way at all. As I said, as a
result of a recent escape, 3 prisoners were transferred from the minimum
security area back to Darwin Prison. We do have a problem, however, and I
will be making some announcements on overcrowding and some of the proposals I
will be putting to my colleagues to ensure that we reduce the population of
Northern Territory prisons.
As I have said many times in this Assembly, this is a growth industry that
the Territory can well do without. There was one stage during recent weeks
when our prison population went over 396 which far exceeds the Apsey
predictions concerning our prison populations for the year 1990. Already, we
are only 40 off what he predicted for the year 2000.
We have problems and we will be looking for resolutions to those problems.
assure the member that we will not be jeopardising the safety of any person
in her electorate. The issue will be addressed in a rational manner and I
hope to announce some proposals in the very near future in this Assembly.
Infringements at Ranger Uranium Mine
Mr EDE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
What has he done to ensure the cessation of continued major infringements
and incidents associated with failures of the Ranger tailings line, the
associated damage to his own image as an environmental manager and, more
importantly, the damage to the Kakadu environment?
ANSWER
I must confess that, at present, I am not completely familiar with the
situation.
Recently, there have been a couple of acting Ministers for Mines
and Energy. However, the matter of the tailings line at Ranger has been of
some concern to myself and acting ministers. Indeed, I spoke with federal
ministers on this matter only a month or so ago. There has been considerable
interchange on this matter between the Department of Mines and Energy and the
company. My colleague, the Minister for Education, then acting Minister for
Mines and Energy, actually summoned a senior official from the Ranger company
to his office to tell him in no uncertain terms what he believed the company
should do to resolve this matter forthwith.
Some public remarks, however, have overdramatised the situation. This is
nothing new with respect to environmental controls at Ranger. We have become
accustomed to ridiculous emotional statements about contaminated material
spewing into the rivers and radioactivity everywhere. I noticed that there
were some glaring examples in a Darwin newspaper quite recently in relation to
so-called leaks from the tailings line at Ranger. The company is working on
the replacement of the line. Off the cuff, I cannot tell the member exactly
how much of the line has been replaced. From recollection, the company is
replacing not only the line that takes the slurry to the tailings dam but also
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the line that returns water to the treatment plant for circulation in the
processing of the uranium ore. The government has a complete list of the
leaks, drips, slips and sprays that have occurred over the last few months in
relation to this line. I point out that there is 0 bund wall that runs along
each side of the line which is designed to contain any material that is
released accidentally from the line. In a couple of instances, some water has
sprayed outside this bund wall but these matters have been addressed under the
normal clean-up procedures which are quite clearly laid down for such
incidents.
Renal Dialysis Unit for Central Australia
Mr BELL to MINISTER for HEALTH
Mr Speaker, my question refers to the previous answer that he gave in
relation to the establishment of a renal dialysis unit in Alice Springs. I
would like to preface my question by offering my congratulations both to the
minister and to the Northern Territory government for the establishment of
this much-needed facility. Where will the renal dialysis unit be sited in
Alice Springs?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, representations have been made to me concerning the siting of
the unit in Alice Springs. I am pleased to advise members that I have decided
that the facility will be located at the Flynn Drive Community Health Centre.
There are very specific reasons for my decision. The proposal to locate the
facility in the grounds of the Alice Springs Hospital has several
disadvantages. The first and foremost is that the provision of a renal
dialysis service is seen as a community health service. It is important that
people being dialysed be made comfortable in an environment relevant to the
community. There is no room in the grounds of the Alice Springs Hospital for
the facility to be built and it is not possible to locate it in an existing
facility. There is an old building in the grounds of the Alice Springs
Hospital, and I am sure that is what the member for MacDonnell referred to.
We decided not to locate the service there because the service should not be
institutionalised and because the cost to renovate that building, particularly
the cost of plumbing to overcome the problem of hepatitis B, is very
significant. In addition, all the expert advice that I have received from the
people presently treating our patients in South Australia indicates that one
of the most important factors in renal dialysis is an environment that is
aesthetically pleasing. Most of our patients require dialysis for 6 to 8
hours a day, 3 days a week. The facility at Flynn Drive will be built
adjacent to the south side of the eXisting entrance. The rooms will be
located to provide a vista looking out over Mount Gillen and gum trees.
Aesthetically, it will be very pleasing. Also, the experts consider that it
will be very therapeutic.
I have considered all the factors.
I am sure that the member for
MacDonnell is aware of the correspondence I have received from the Aboriginal
congress and various other organisations representing Aboriginal interests in
Alice Springs which suggests that they will not be able to identify with the
Flynn Drive Community Health Centre. I have taken the view - and I have
advised the member for MacDonnell - that most of the patients for whom we will
be providing the immediate service are now located in South Australia.
Because of absolute need, they must utilise the services of major South
Australian hospitals. I am sure that the community health centre at Alice

292

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Tuesday 12 November 1985

Springs will offer a far better alternative for those people. I reiterate
that it is a community health function. It is important to assimilate people
back into the general community.
Mobile Dental Care Service in Katherine Region
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for HEALTH
When will
region?

the mobile dental care service be reinstated in the Katherine

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am sure that members present would share my concern that the
provision of health services to people in remote areas, disadvantaged by the
tyranny of distance, should be equal to those health services provided in the
more populated areas.
Recently, the Katherine Regional Health Service
In all fairness, that review involved extensive
undertook a review.
consultation with remote communities and station owners in the Katherine
region. It was proposed that the rural dental service be abandoned from the
beginning of the dry season in March 1986. I am pleased to advise the member
for Victoria River that, after considering his representations and those of
the various people who will be affected by that decision, I have reinstated
that service. The services should again be operating in the rural areas
adjacent to Katherine from March 1986.
I am sure members are aware that this service does not normally operate in
the wet season because of the impossibility of servicing some regions.
However, I am assured by the Regional Director of Health in Katherine that,
during the wet season, people from remote communities and rural areas have
priority in obtaining appointments with the Katherine dental service.
Myilly Point Acquisitions
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Earlier this year,
placed a question on notice seeking financial
information from the Chief Minister and Treasurer. The question was in
4 parts.
I will not worry about the first 3. The fourth part asked: what is
the total amount paid to date by the government for land acquisition in the
Myilly Point area, have further amounts been committed and, if so, how much?
The Chief Minister declined to answer that question on the specious ground of
commercial confidentiality.
Could he now advise the Assembly how much public money has already been
expended by the government on land acquisition in the Myilly Point area? How
much public money has been firmly committed that is not subject to
negotiation?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I remember the Leader of the Opposition's question clearly,
and I reject his statement that my response was specious. I do not have all
the details at present but I will obtain them again and we will deal with them
this afternoon or in the morning.
Mr B. Collins:

In the same manner?
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Mr TUXWORTH:
I will obtain the response that I gave to the Leader of the
Opposition and deal with it again because I reject his statement that I gave a
specious reply.
TAB Progress
Mr DALE to CHIEF MINISTER
As we have just experienced our first Melbourne Cup with TAB in the
Northern Territory, can he give the Assembly a report on the progress of TAB
to date?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have reported to the Assembly on several occasions
concerning the progress of the TAB. There has been a steady increase in the
TAB turnover although there have been difficulties in relation to the
technical side of the operation. On Melbourne Cup day, there was a
malfunction with the computers in Canberra and it was not possible for all
Northern Territory punters to place a bet before the cup. An hour before the
race, the machines were working for 1 minute in 5. This was a source of great
embarrassment to us all and resulted in a great loss of revenue.
I have
sought an assurance from the chairman of the Canberra TAB that such a failure
will not happen again. It is not in our interest to be hooked into a system
that will go to the wall every time a load like that is placed on it. You can
bet your life, Mr Speaker, that every Melbourne Cup - and perhaps Caulfield
Cup and a few other racing events - will put pressure on the system. We
1inked with the Canberra TAB because we were given undertakings that it could
serve the needs of the Territory punter. Clearly, on cup day, that was not
the case. It is a pity that so many of our locals took the hot blast from the
irritated punters for something quite outside their control.
I wouid also like to deal with a
during the week. This concerned the
This is a very important part of the
reflected unfairly on the agents and

matter raised by the member for Nhulunbuy
TAB agents receiving an increase in pay.
TAB's operation and I believe his remarks
the action of the government.

The arrangements that we had with the TAB agents for payment would have
seen people in category A receiving about $275 a week and those in category B
$223 a week. From that, they had to pay their own electricity bills,
generally in the order of $100 a week, and any wages that were incurred in the
operation of the TAB agency. Clearly, when he has paid those overheads, there
is not a lot of money left for the person running the agency. It was never
the intention of the government to use TAB agents as sweated labour.
I am
sure the member for Nhulunbuy, who represents hard-working constituents, would
agree.
I received representations from the Northern Territory TAB Agents
Association as a result of an approach it made to the member for Wanguri. I
was asked whether I would listen to its plea because its members were
suffering hardship. When you look at the figures they were operating under,
it is clear that they were suffering. As a result of representations and
discussions with the TAB board members, it has been agreed to increase the
payment to TAB agents considerably and to forgo payments for the hire of their
terminals.
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When it is all said and done, the agents in category A should receive
Overheads for
about $430 a week and those in category B about $374 a week.
electricity and salaries still remain. At the end of the day, it will be very
hard to argue that TAB agents are living off the fat of the land; they will be
working very hard for their share of the cake. The TAB agents must pay
$13.24 an hour for casual staff, and that is not cheap. If you have a couple
of people on your payroll for 4 or 5 hours a day on busy days, it would not
take long to take up a fair amount of your weekly earnings. Also, the payments
have been designed so that, when turnover reaches $50 000 a week, they revert
to a sliding scale which evens out the payments that are made to the TAB
agents.
One thing that we have all accepted is that, to run the TAB in the
Northern Territory as it is run in the states, everJ/thing depends on the
technical success of the operation and the attitude of the Northern Territory
punters to the changeover. The number of punters is increasing slowly and the
turnover is increasing slowly week by week but, regrettably, not as fast as we
would like. Certainly, the technical side of the operation has its problems
and they are not due to lack of interest by TAB people, the providers of
computer equipment or Telecom. They are very difficult problems which reflect
the tyranny of distance that people in the Northern Territory must deal with.
However, on balance, the TAB is starting to settle down. By the end of
next March, we should have a very good idea of the success of the operation
and be able to put our plans into place and offer considerable support to the
racing industry in the Northern Territory on the basis of the TAB's results.
Tidal Extremes and Harbour Planning
Mr FIRMIN to mNISTER for PORTS and FISHERIES
Mr Speaker, this week we will have a tidal range in the Darwin Harbour
which will probably be the highest and the lowest for 10 years, with a tide of
- 0.05m occurring on Thursday. What action is being taken by his department
to take advantage of this tidal range for future planning of the harbour
facilities for both commercial and recreational operations?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will address this question both as Minister for Ports and
Fisheries and as Minister for lands. As the member said, at 1.09 pm this
Thursday, we will have the lowest tide for some considerable time: - 0.05 m.
We do not know exactly how long it is since there has been such a low tide
because the data base on tides changed in ~981.
However, I am advised by
people with local knowledge that it is 18 to 20 years since there has been a
tide that low. Obviously, this will give us a marvellous opportunity to
obtain some photographic information on the bed of the harbour, particularly
around the major port development area and other areas that are likely to be
developed, and to obtain an indication 'of the base and shifts that have
occurred. The last time such evidence was taken was in 1982 when we had a
tide of 0.01 m. The photographic record will give us information not only on
the contours and base but also on shifts in sand dunes etc on the floor of the
harbour.
Through the Department of lands, we will be photographing the entire port
aerially on a 1 to 50 000 scale and taking detailed photographs on a scale of
1 to 9000 of the main port area, primarily East Arm which is the major area we
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are looking at for potential development of a fishing port in the Port of
Darwin.
It is also an area of which we have little knowledge. Very little
survey work has been done on it in the past and it is relatively inaccessible
to the normal functions of the Port Authority.
Subject to weather and cloud considerations, we will also be taking
photographs on a scale of 1 to 9000 of as much as possible of the main port
area, Frances Bay and Sadgroves Creek which are areas of current and future
development. The photographs will be taken with 2 cameras, 1 using a coloured
infra-red film and the other using black and white film. Combined with the
information we gained in 1982, that will add considerably to our knowledge and
our ability to plan the development of the port.
TAB Board
Mr LEO to CHIEF MINISTER
Does he recognise and respect the independence of the Northern Territory
TAB board or will he continue to apply political direction to that board?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, all boards are responsible to ministers and if it is necessary
from time to time for ministers to give instructions to boards for one reason
or another, that should happen. In most cases, ministers really have little
to do with their boards.
In the case of the TAB agents, I asked that
arrangements be made for their payment. It was my view that the agents were
suffering hardship. There were matters that they could not resolve with the
board and I did not see that it was necessary for people to continue in
hardship while dialogue occurred. I was prepared to give instruction to that
effect.
Darwin Airport
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Given that the federal government's review of
Airport terminal has been in Canberra for some 6
minister, Mr Morris, committed himself to making a
October, is he aware of when Territorians can
important project?

the upgrading of
weeks and that the
decision by the
expect some action

Darwin
federal
end of
on this

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the short answer is no. I think it is worth while mentioning
again the disappointment of all Territorians, especially those living in
Darwin, at the steps that the Commonwealth government has taken since it
stopped work on the development of the Darwin Airport terminal. We are all
aware that our terminal was originally a World War 2 aircraft hangar. We are
also aware of the terrible problems that Territorians and overseas visitors
have when moving in and out of the terminal.
I am quite upset with the
situation as it now stands.
I hope that the federal minister takes some
action fairly quickly to let us know what the federal government intends in
relation to the development of the Darwin Airport terminal. I have telexed
the federal minister asking for some indication of what will occur. I will be
making a full statement detailing exactly what has occurred since the last
sittings in relation to this matter.
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Child-care Regulations
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for COMMIlNITY

DEVELOP~lENT

Has the Department of Community Development yet developed child-care
regulations to accompany the act which was introduced in April last year?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the answer is no. We are still operating on the regulations
relating to the old act which require the approval of the minister.
I can
inform him that an officer from the Children's Services Bureau has now been
assigned the task of developing regulations for the new act in consultation
That is proceeding.
We believe that it will take
with the industry.
2 or 3 months. I will be able to advise the member of the new regulations, as
well as some other interesting developments in the Children's Services Bureau,
during the course of this sittings. The short answer is no.
We are still
operating under the old regulations. There must be ministerial approval of
the regulations of the children's services centres which are currently
operating.
Privatisation of Sections of the Prison System
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Has he been able to study examples of the privatisation of sections of the
prison system? If so, would he comment on their effectiveness?
M!SWER
Mr Speaker, it is well known in this Assembly that the member for Sadadeen
is a private enterprise man and has been involved with the Adam Smith Society.
He wears his tie very proudly at most Assembly sittings. The members for
MacDonnell and Stuart are also free enterprise people. They believe that
everything should be free as long as everybody else does the enterprise.
Mr B. COLLINS: A point of order, Mr Speaker! The question is completely
out of order because it asked the minister for an opinion. It is not seeking
information.
Mr SPEAKER: The question is in need of slight rephrasing.
will allow the minister to proceed with the answer.

However,

I

Mr COULTER: Mr Speaker, privatisation· of prisons is a fact of life in
America. There are some 12 private institutions.
However, I was told by
federal authorities in Washington that there are some problems with
privately-run prisons. It was interesting to note that, whilst I was in
Tennessee, an overcrowding order was made by the High Court which said no more
prisoners should be accepted into Tennessee jails. As a result of that, a
private company was offered $250m to take over the whole penitentiary system
for that state.
Neither the United States nor Canada have the answers as to how
privatisation should be conducted but they have isolated the issues involved
in running private institutions. As I said, there are some 12 private
institutions which are run on similar grounds to motels. They simply declare
what a bed occupancy rate will be. Provided the state provides that occupancy
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rate, people are willing to operate institutions. This has been happening in
America for the last 20 years. They are trying to develop institutions into a
real world situation.
In fact, in some halfway houses, prisoners must pay
board and lodgings from the wages that they receive whilst they are working in
various industries. Some of them are released to industry for 6 to 8 hours a
day. Some people are involved in the catering industry etc. The prison
industry itself in America has become very sophisticated. In fact, some
prisons are known as factories with fences - people are involved in all manner
of industry. Some of them have first refusal on government contracts, in
particular to the army. I saw them manufacturing helmets, bedding, clothing
and shelving for various government organisations.
There is a move towards privatisation in terms of catering, dental care
and health services right across Canada and the United States. In particular,
in the juvenile justice system, non-profit organisations have been developed
to take over juvenile detention centres. This has proved very successful.
I
will be making a statement during these sittings on some of the industries
which we looked at.
In short, there is a move towards privatisation in America. Twelve
prisons are privately operated. Prison industries are alive and well. People
actually pay for board and lodgings in some institutions. I believe that the
trend will accelerate as the American population increases. Its federal
prison population rises at the rate of 1000 a week.
In fact, its prison
population has increased 50% since 1980.
It is a cost burden which the
community cannot support any longer.
It is time that we examined ways and means for prisoners to pay for their
board and keep in our institutions. The costs are escalating. Presently, it
is something like $90 a day in the Northern Territory or $32 000 a year per
prisoner. The total cost is $13m. There must be a better answer.
Liquor Act Review
Mr EDE to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
I remind him that, during deliberations of this Assembly in August over
our proposed amendments to provisions relating to restricted areas in the
Liquor Act, and again earlier this month in answer to a question on notice
from the Leader of the Opposition, he stated that there would be a review of
all aspects of the restricted areas legislation. Given his acknowledgement of
the importance of this matter when I raised it last year, can he provide more
details regarding that review? Which organisation is carrying it out? Whom
is it consulting? When is it to report? How long has it been deliberating?
Does it in fact exist at all?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, at the last sittings, I indicated that the Liquor Commission
would undertake to carry out a review of the restricted areas legislation. At
this stage, the review has not commenced because I need an additional
$40 000 which I hope to obtain from my ministerial colleagues in the very near
future.
The Liquor Commissioner has prepared a submission for my
consideration and, once I have considered its contents, I will pass it on to
Cabinet for consideration.
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Canadian Pacific Report on Railway
Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER and TREASURER
Will he undertake to table for debate the final Canadian Pacific report
which has formed the basis of his public commitment to commence construction
of the project in January 1987?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can advise the member that, before these sittings are
concluded, the report will be tabled and 2 other reports will accompany it.
They are financial assessments. There will be a statement and a debate on it.
I invite the member to join the fray.
Financing of Alice Springs Sheraton Hotel
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
As we are now halfway through
of the Alice Springs Sheraton
advise if the government has been
in the Alice Springs Sheraton? I

the 180-day bill for the temporary financing
Hotel, can the Chief Minister and Treasurer
successful in attracting equity participants
stress 'equity participants', not lenders.

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, at the last sittings, I said that a group had been set up to
review the whole of the Territory's contingent liabilities situation. That
group is still working very actively on some of the options before us. No
final decision has been taken or recommendation received in relation to the
Alice Sheraton but I can say to members that the performance of the Alice
Springs Sheraton is far exceeding any expectations that were anticipated at
this stage.
In fact, prospects for the Alice Sheraton are very good and, as
soon as there is something final to report, I will be the first to say
something.
Cost of Uluru Campaign
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
What was the final cost, including travel, of the 3-week Uluru campaign?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, at the beginning of the campaign, I foreshadowed that it would
cost in the order of $200 000. The final accounts are not yet in but, as soon
as they are available, I shall be happy to make all of those costs known to
the member.
Petermann Mapping Project
Mr BELL to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Mr Speaker, I preface my question by reminding him of his refusal to
follow departmental advice in respect of the Northern Territory Geological
Survey's Petermann mapping project. Is it his intention to commence ground
mapping activities associated with that project in 1986, 1987 or 1988?
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ANSWER
~1r Speaker,
I noticed from newspaper reports and from an unsigned and
undated letter from the member for MacDonnell - I presume it was from him
although perhaps it was someone else using his letterhead - on this subject
that there has been a bit of a fuss over the last few weeks about the fact
that the government chose by ministerial decision to proceed with a
geophysical survey. It is an airborne survey of a south-western corner of the
Northern Territory as part of an ongoing program which has been under way for
some years now for preparing proper maps of the Northern Territory for mining
and other purposes. Most of the states are decades ahead of the Northern
Territory in their mapping programs. Understandably enough, it has only been
since self-government that we have been able to devote particular resources to
this important matter.

Officers approached Aboriginal landowners at Docker River and explained to
them that it was proposed to collect data to compile the maps. The process
involved flying fairly low, at a couple of hundred feet or so, by a plane on a
grid and also the taking of some small surface samples by geologists and the
like over the area so that a map could be compiled.
I understand that the
Aboriginal owners of this area declined permission for those activities to
take place. Negotiations continued for a while without making very much
progress. The department advised me that, because of contractual arrangements
with people who undertake aerial surveys for the government, it was in a
position to proceed with the aerial section of this survey over the land in
question. However, the Aboriginal owners of the area were still declining to
give permission. I instructed that the aerial component of the survey was to
proceed. I did not consider it reasonable that Aboriginal ownership to land
should extend to air space and that the government, in carrying out its normal
responsibilities of administration, should be restricted from undertaking this
type of activity. I understand that the activity did proceed and there was ...
Mr Bell:

You told them to.

Mr PERRON: Mr Speaker, I directed the department to proceed with the
aerial section of the survey and I do not think that I implied that I did
anything else.
Honourable members, and I am sure Aboriginals in some cases, should be
aware that, these days, the gathering of information from the air is quite
sophisticated.
If we persist with a situation whereby landowners can refuse
the government permission to fly an aeroplane over their land, we will end up
in a situation where the Russians know more about us and our resources than we
do. There is satellite technology today that is of such sophistication that
hardly anything we do outdoors need be private any more. It is an important
matter.
The member asked me if the ground component of this survey will proceed in
the next indeterminate period. It certainly should. It is my intention that
it will. It will require further negotiations with the landowners with a view
to obtaining their permission. If the permission is not forthcoming,
obviously I will need to look at the options open to me.
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School Bus Fares
Mr DALE to MINISTER for EQUCATION
The Leader of the Opposition raised the issue of school bus fares in the
adjournment debate yesterday afternoon. Has the review that has been referred
to been carried out as yet and, if so, when will he make public the guidelines
for exemptions from the payment of bus fares?
ANSWER
I thank the member for his question. Before answering, I must say that
the antics of the Leader of the Opposition never cease to amaze me.
In one
breath, he comments that this government is irresponsible and should be making
sure that its finances are in shape and, in the next breath, he tells us not
to worry about the $2.5m which it costs us to bus students to schools in the
Northern Territory and the fact that this cost is increasing. He has a hide
to talk about hypocrisy in relation to this. The fact is that the cost of
bussing children to schools has increased by 300% since 1979. It cost us in
1979-80 some $800 000 to bus students to schools in the Northern Territory and
that has escalated to over $3m for the 1985-86 financial year.
It is also interesting to note that over 50% of the children attending
scho01s in the Northern Territory are within 5 km of their designated schools.
In fact, that distance is comparable to the 4.8 km that the Leader of the
He was correct when he said the only state
Opposition mentioned yesterday.
that has a free bussing system outside 1.6 km is New South Wales.
It costs
the NSW government over $100m a year to provide transportation for students to
NSW schools. All I can say is that that money could be far better spent on
education and not transportation. Indeed, the Minister for Education in the
Labor state of NSW would very much like to put behind him the whole issue of
the amount of money that must be paid from the education budget to transport
NSW children.
The review has been carried out. It looked at all aspects of the phasing
in of bus fares and examined the situation in the states. I think that it
would be opportune at this time for me to inform the Assembly of interstate
school transport arrangements.
In NSW, there are free passes for students
outside 1.6 km. NSW has a public transport system and not a school bus system
as we have. The zoning is only for transport reasons. Queensland has free
bus travel for students more than 4.8 km from a hiqh school and more than
3.2 km from a primary school. It needs emphasising that inside that distance
there is no transport assistance for students.
Mr B. Collins:

No, that is what it means when it says 'outside'.

Mr HARRIS: Public transport is used. They do not have a school bus
system, and zoning exists only for transport reasons. In South Australia,
free travel is provided if the student lives more than 4.8 km from the nearest
public school. Again, p~blic transport is used. There is no separate school
bussing system and zoning exists only for transport reasons.
In the
Australian Capital Territory, there is a fee of 30¢ per section travelled, to
a maximum of 60¢. Again, public transport is used with no separate school
bussing provisions, and zoning only applies for transport reasons. In
Victoria, $39 per term is levied for metropolitan areas and $51 per term for
inner suburbs. Again, the public transport system is used. Only secondary
colleges are zoned. In Western Australia, there are fees of 70¢ a day or
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~ITHOUT

35¢ a trip, and no charge applies for the rural area.
system is in place there, with no zoning at all.

A public transport

I might add that, during yesterday's adjournment debate, the Leader of the
Opposition kept banging the desk and saying that no state required payment of
more than 60¢. Straight away, I have mentioned 60¢ a day ...
Mr B. Collins:
~r

HARRIS:

He is great at fiddling with figures ...

Mr B. Collins:
Mr HARRIS:

did not say that.

Read the Hansard.

•.. as he is with words.

Mr B. Collins:

You drongo.

~lr HARRIS:
In Western Australia, as I said, public transport is used and
there is no zoning at all. In Tasmania, there is a fee of $3 per week or
40¢ per trip. The rural area is free. Public transport is used, with no
zoning at all.

It is quite clear from these facts about transportation of schoolchildren
in the states that we are out of kilter.
Despite what the Leader of the
Opposition says in relation to the Grants Commission, it is important that we
make an effort. It is very difficult for us to argue cases ...
Mr B. Collins:

Hear, hear!

Mr HARRIS: ... that are different to the norm in the states.
of the Opposition has not been fortunate enough ...
Mr B. Collins:
Mr HARRIS:
states.

It's a great quote.

... to take

Mr B. Collins:

The Leader

I'll use that for a little while .

part in Grants Commission deliberations in other

Don't you believe it.

Mr HARRIS: No matter what he says, any effort that is made is
acknowledged by the Grants Commission, and this effort will definitely benefit
us.
The government was not trying to penalise people who live long distances
from schools, and I have made that very clear. Vie were saying that those who
live in close proximity to schools should rethink their transportation
arrangements and use other means to get their children to school. We will
continue to provide a bus service for those people but they will have to pay.
The money that the government uses to subsidise school bussing comes from
the education budget. Last year, the cost of this service was $2.75m. This
money would have been much better spent in educating children, not
transporting them. Most people have been responsive, and only about 10% of
those who should be paying are not presently doing so. I thank the community
for this effort.
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The review was necessary because the principals were placed in the awkward
position of deciding who should be exempt from the payment of bus fares.
The
interpretation was not clear, and I accept that. I am not going to close my
eyes to concerns that are raised with me. The fact that I am prepared to look
at the issue does not mean that the government is making policy on the run.
That is not the situation at all. We are endeavouring to make sure that
people who suffer hardship have the opportunity of making representation. As
a result of the review, I will be spelling out the exact guidelines to be
followed.
Hopefully, that will happen in the next 3 weeks. An announcement
will definitely be made before the end of the school year.
There are 2 further points that I wish to emphasise. The first is that I
do not enjoy imposing costs on the public. No government member enjoys
imposing costs on the public. However, it is responsible. We must make such
decisions on occasions. I can assure him that the changes we have made are a
direct result of the cutbacks that have been imposed by the Commonwealth
government. That is fact. Whether he likes it or not, the Commonwealth has
treated us poorly. We have had to respond accordingly, and we are willing to
respond to that challenge.
My second point relates to the issue of states' rights. The Leader of the
Opposition raised this issue. He drew a comparison between the cost of the
Chief Minister's advertising campaign on the Ayers Rock handover and the cost
of school bussing. I r:i911t say here th"t every state government - whether it
is Liberal, National, coalition or Labor - is frightened stiff of this
Commonwealth government's attitudes to states' rights. I can assure you and
the Leader of the Opposition, Mr Speaker ...
Mr B. COLLINS: A point of order, Mr Speaker! This was debated at length
during the last sittings of the Legislative Assembly. I would have thought
even those opposite would have learned by now that answers must be relevant to
the questions asked. The question was specifically about bus fares for
schoolchildren. This has nothing to do with Ayers Rock. Only those drongos
could possibly make the link.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable Leader of the Opposition will withdraw
his remarks. I find them highly disorderly.
Mr B. COLLINS:

Which remarks, Mr Speaker?

Mr SPEAKER: The honourable Leader of the Opposition is being highly
disorderly and, if he does not withdraw his remarks, I will have no hesitation
in naming him.
~r

B. COLLINS:

Mr SPEAKER:
OPPosition.

Honourable members,

Mr B. COLLINS:
Mr SPEAKER:

Mr Speaker, with respect ...
name

the

honourable Leader of the

Mr Speaker, quite frankly, I think you are overreacting.

Honourable member, resume your seat.

Mr B. COLLINS: Do I withdraw the point of order or which remarks?
a perfectly reasonable question.
Mr SPEAKER:

I have named the honourable Leader of the Opposition.
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That is ridiculous.

Mr ROBERTSON
(Leader of Government Business): Mr Speaker, I have
alternative but to move that the honourable Leader of the Opposition
suspended from the service of the Assembly.

no
be

Motion agreed to; Leader of the Opposition suspended.
Alice Springs Sewage Farm
Mr VALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
What are the current details concerning the proposal to move the Alice
Springs sewage farm? What is the proposed use for the current site and has he
received representations from community groups concerning the possible use of
the sewage water?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, Alice Springs' sewage has been treated in waste stabilisation
lagoons at the commonage area south of the Heavitree Gap since the
early 1960s. The treated effluent has been discharged into the Ilpapa swamp.
The Department of Health's concerns about mosquitoes breeding in the swamp
prompted Cabinet to endorse the strategy to treat sewage at the commonage and
dispose of effluent by evaporation at the Brewer Estate which is south of the
Roe Creek borefield.
The need to identify land for possible development purposes prompted the
consideration of removal of all treatment from the commonage. The treatment
of sewage at the commonage and the disposal of effluent into the Ilpapa Swamp
causes problems with mosquito breeding in the swamp, quite disturbing odours,
soil salinity problems and constraints on development alternatives.
I think
that all members are aware that Cabinet has endorsed a proposal to develop
both the sewage treatment lagoons and the effluent evaporation basins in the
Brewer Estate and to decommission complete"'y all treatment lagoons in the
commonage. Obviously, it will be subject to funding constraints but the
government hopes that all the treatment lagoons will be decommissioned in the
commonage area in 2 years' time.
Currently, there is an investigation under way into alternatives such as
pipelines and pumping stations for the transmission of raw sewage to the
Brewer Estate. We hope the results of the investigation will be available by
the end of 1985. While this proposal involves high capital and operational
maintenance costs, the proposed works will certainly free land in the
commonage and White Gums area and enable the government to satisfy future
demands for further development of Alice Springs.
In relation to requests from interested organisations regarding the use of
the water from the treated effluent, no firm requests have been made to me. I
am informed by the member for Braitling that this will occur soon. Obviously,
the government will need to look at the cost involved to supply water from
treated effluent and compare that with the cost of supplying water from normal
water systems.
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Trade Development Zone
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
Following recent press announcements indicating the positive interest,
both from within Australia and from overseas, in the proposed trade
development zone for the Northern Territory, can he advise when construction
of infrastructural works will commence and when we can possibly expect to see
the first business set up in the zone?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, since the bill was passed earlier this year, tremendous
interest has been expressed both from within Australia and overseas. In fact,
last August, a delegation of 14 Hong Kong businessmen expressed an interest in
setting up within the zone. As well, the Northern Territory government held a
seminar in Hong Kong in late October. Some 150 Hong Kong businessmen attended
that seminar. I was told by the Australian Trade Commission that it was one
of the best-attended Australian seminars in Hong Kong for a number of years.
At this stage, we have a manufacturer who will manufacture textiles for
export to Germany. We have a knitwear manufacturer setting up in the zone who
will be distributing his products not only to the Australian market but also
to the United States. We also have a plastics manufacturer and an adhesives
manufacturer. More importantly, only yesterday, I was advised by the chairman
of the zone authority that a watchmaker will establish his business in the
zone.
To answer the member's question, I am hopeful that infrastructure will be
in place by November of next year. Kinhill Sterns has designed a master plan
to provide further information which will allow us to go to tender as soon as'
possible for the construction of the infrastructure inside the zone.
It is
very important that we move very quickly to have the infrastructure in place
and operating. We are quite sure there are many people sitting back and
waiting to see how quickly we move towards setting up the trade zone. I am
hopeful that we may be in a position to turn the first bit of soil out there
and commence construction early in March.
Rabbits in Central Australia
Mr VALE to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
Is he aware of press reports indicating that rabbits in the southern
pastoral area of central Australia have now reached plague proportions? If he
is aware of that problem, what steps are being taken by the various government
departments to eradicate the problem?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am aware of the press reports and of the problems that are
being created by the expansion of the rabbit population in central Australia.
This has resulted from a number of years of very good weather in central
Australia.
It has provided an environment that has enabled the rabbit
population to expand quite rapidly. The problem has been exacerbated in the
last 12 months because significant areas of central Australia experienced
drought conditions. The rabbits, along with fairly significant numbers of
other feral animals such as donkeys, horses and camels, are competing with
cattle for grasses and other pastures in central Australia.
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Since 1979, the commission has recognised the threat of rabbits to the
pastoral industry.
It employed a consultant, Dr Lowe, for 3 years to
investigate the extent of the problem and the cost benefits of control
techniques suitable for the pastoral zone. The results of this consultancy
have shown that the control measures that have been used successfully in
temperate climates are not appropriate in central Australia. The species of
mosquitoes required to spread myxomatosis is only occasionally present in
sufficiently large numbers in central Australia and the other vector, the
European rabbit flea, has a very low surviv~l rate because it is unable to
adapt to the hot, arid conditions.
However, it is likely that a new vector exists. It is a Spanish rabbit
flea which exists in a climate similar to that in central Australia. This may
well be the solution. Although it is not yet available in Australia,
successful lobbying by the Northern Territory Conservation Commission, in
conjunction with the CSIRO and the South Australian Vertebrate Pest Control
Authority, has resulted in a program to enable the introduction of this
Spanish flea. The Conservation Commission will be assisting the South
Australian authorities in field testing the flea when it is brought into
Australia within 12 months.
I might add that there have been some additional trials to measure the
extent of damage of the rabbits in central Australia on a property situated
south-west of Alice Springs. Some areas of country have been excluded from
cattle but not excluded from rabbits to measure the extent of pressure that is
being created specifically by the rabbits. A second area in close proximity
has been excluded from both rabbits and cattle. This is giving our soil
conservation people an excellent opportunity to measure the variable effects
on pastures of cattle and rabbits. That will aid us in determining the
economic effects of rabbits in central Australia.
Community Government Schemes
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Given the success of community government schemes in Aboriginal
communities in the Territory, is he taking any steps to encourage more
communities to examine the benefits of these schemes?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the member for Victoria River for asking this question
today. I think it is very appropriate. I know he has been keen on promoting
community government within his own electorate and I thank him for his efforts
in that regard. As a result of his efforts, we will be tabling during this
sittings the community government proposal for Elliott which is also within
his electorate. There are in fact presently 6 community governments
established within the Northern Territory and we have 7 active proposals at
the moment. I spoke with the people from Wallace Rock Hole yesterday, the
Abbott family, and they are very keen to move towards community government.
On Friday morning, I had breakfast with the federal Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs and departmental heads from the Department of Aboriginal Affairs. I
spoke with them about the moves for community government and some of the areas
which are moving towards community government. It is interesting to note that
the 3 original
community government areas - Lajamanu, Angurugu and
Milikapati - have addressed the responsibilities of providing community
government and they are progressing very quickly indeed. As the minister
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responsible for local government, it is my intention to accelerate this
program of community government throughout the Northern Territory.
We have now tabled the Selph report which addressed the matter of
providing local government facilities to Aboriginal communities. This has
increased the need to provide such organisational infrastructure throughout
If you look at the history of all the states, you
the Northern Territory.
will see that they were developed along the lines of the third tier of local
government.
I believe that this is the way that we should be heading in the
Northern Territory.
I will make further announcements towards the end of this year on how I
intend to accelerate that program. It was interesting that the members for
MacDonnell and Stuart held a meeting recentlywith Aboriginal councils.
I
think the meeting was held on 18 September. I am unaware of the outcome of
that meeting to discuss the formation of council associations.
That provision is also available under the Community Government Act. We
have had talks with the Northern Territory Local Government Association on the
formation of a body which could coordinate all the community government
proposals that are before me and those proposals that are on the drawing
board. People have made representations to their local members and to me
personally to introduce a third tier of government throughout the various
Aboriginal communities. I will be examining those reports.
If the central Australian community council association is established,
with a mixture of associations and community councils etc, I believe it will
provide a venue and a forum for Aboriginal councils to become involved in the
provision of services to the people who live within their immediate town
areas. I believe that this program should be promoted and developed wherever
possible. As I said before, after talking with the federal Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs and various other people, I am convinced that this is the
way we should head. I will be making further announcements before the end of
this year on how we can accelerate the formation of community governments
throughout the Northern Territory.
Speaker's Attendance at Parliamentary CLP Meetings
Mr SMITH to Mr SPEAKER
Do you, as a regular practice,
Country Liberal Party?

attend meetings of the parliamentary

ANSWER
The answer is yes.
Alice Springs Town Council Boundaries
~lr

D.W. COLLH!S to

~lINISTER

for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Has he examined the proposal by the Alice Springs Town Council
its boundaries, and can he advise his attitude to this proposal?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I know of no other subject that can generate as much interest
and emotion in the Northern Territory as local government can.
Education
would run a close second.
The question of extending town council boundaries in Alice Springs has
been brought to my attention. The Alice Springs Town Council seems to be
engaged in some sort of cost cutting exercise. It sent me its first proposal
courtesy of the Central ian Advocate. Apparently, it opted to do business by
conducting some sort of media campaign which left littl~ room for me to
consult with the people most affected: the people in the farm area in the
member for Flynn's electorate.
I attended meetings this year which were
arranged by Mr Geoff Sutton and the member for Flynn. Their purpose was to
address the problem of local government in the farm area. Those meetings were
fruitful because those people realised they must contribute in some way
towards the cost of local government services within their area. The proposal
that I have received from the Alice Springs Town Council is simply that: a
proposal. There needs to be a detailed consultative process put in train to
seek the opinions of the people within the areas that will be affected.
I
remind members that this year I refused to implement an extension of the
Darwin City Council boundaries out to the 1945 acquisition line for those very
reasons.
intend to visit and talk with the people in the farm area. Public
meetings have been arranged. I understand there are some 540 residents out
there and possibly as many as 2000 residents when one takes into account
caravan parks etc that would be affected. They wish to contribute to
municipal-type services. I am not sure yet their feelings are. As I said, I
intend to talk with them about what services they require and what form of
contribution they believe they should make to the Alice Springs Town Council.
They may not require elaborate services. They might opt for representation or
a rating system similar to that which has been implemented in the Shire of
Litchfield. All those options must be explored. It is early days. I do not
intend to take the Alice Springs Town Council's proposal as the final proposal
without consulting with the people in the farm area.
I believe that is
important.
I believe that I have demonstrated my commitment to go to the people and
seek their views. I think members of the council are a little bit confused.
They believed they had to make a proposal which would be the sole proposal,
and that then they would go to the people to explain just what they would be
getting.
I can assure members, in particular those members from around Alice
Springs, that that is not the case. In the near future, I shall be attending
the public meetings which have been organised by Mr Geoff Sutton and the
member for Flynn and, as a result of those meetings, I will then make my
decision on the extension of the Alice Springs town boundaries.
Enforcement of Plumbers and Drainers Licensing Act
Mr LEO to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Is he aware that the Plumbers and Drainers Licensing Act, including those
sections which provide penalties for work being done by unlicensed persons and
thus provide legislative protection for the public, has no application in
Nhulunbuy and, if he is aware of it, what does he intend to do about it?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am unaware of the details that the member has
most certainly I will examine the matter and report back to him.

stated,

but

Subdivisions in Darwin Rural Area
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for LANDS
know he is aware of my concern regarding an increase in the number of
applications for subdivision below 5 acres of RLl land in the rural area.
What action is he taking to preserve the rural status quo and the expectatio~s
of current block owners for the continuance of their current lifestyle?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the issue of the further subdivision of RLl below, 2 ha has
been a point of some serious contention in the rural area. I have had
numerous representat ions from the member for Koo 1pi nyah, as we 11 as from other
persons in the Darwin rural area on this question. We are in the process of
preparing a structure plan for the Darwin rural area and, rather than let the
matter get out of hand, last week I declared a moratorium on further
subdivision of RLI land in the Darwin Rural Area Planning Area to prevent any
further subdivision until such time as full and comprehensive consideratirin
has been given to the issue to ensure that any consideration of subdivisions
in the rural area of less than 2 ha is undertaken comprehensively in the
context of the entire rural area. There are a number of competing ideas and
they should be thought through properly and undergo the process of
consultation and consideration by our planning people. There should be
structured planning.
I will be holding that line until such time as the
structured planning process is completed. It is under way now.
There are a number of other areas in the rural area that need to be
addressed. One is the development of village centres. Obviously, it is
proposed that subdivisions in those village centres would be less than 2 ha.
The moratorium would not restrict the development of those village centres.
We are looking at ways to facilitate those developments. Obviously, one way
is through capita 1 works progra'mmi ng . Another is to fo 11 ow through the
private development of village areas wherever possible. There are proposals
now before the department for areas such as Bees Creek to undergo those sorts
of developments. I believe that will get on top of the problems.
Department of Education Property
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
In the Auditor-General's report, it says that the Department of Education
wrote off property to the value of $118 409. Hhat property was written off in
the last financial year?
ANSWER
I ask the member to place the question on notice.
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Concert at Myilly Point
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for LANDS
Why was an application for temporary use for the staging of a music and
drama concert at Flagstaff Park on Myilly Point refused?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, there has been some concern expressed in letters to the
newspaper on this matter. It really should be put to bed. The fact is that
an application had been made with the Department of Lands to hold a concert in
the park at the end of Myilly Point this coming Saturday, 16 November. There
were a number of problems with that. I understand the particular organisation
has been offered a number of alternative sites. Concern was expressed by the
Department of Lands that it would be an inappropriate use of the land because
it is a residential area. In particular, there would be excessive noise.
Another concern was the lack of adequate services, such as power, water and
toilets. There was also concern about possible danger to visitors because of
the exposed cliffs in the area. The old Darwin Hospital site was the
suggested car-parking area, and visitors would have access to the area via
Myilly Terrace and the residential area. For it to be halfway successful, a
considerable volume of pedestrian traffic would need to move backwards and
forwards along a dead end street, through the day and well into the evening.
Litter disposal along the cliff face near the sea was also a potential
problem. The most important consideration was the fact that there are far
more suitable concert grounds available; for example, the amphitheatre, Mindil
Beach, the gun turret at East Point and numerous other sites around Darwin
where these problems could be avoided.
These matters were discussed with the applicants. They proposed to hold a
music and drama theatre on the site with particular reference to young people.
It is an excellent concept and I for one support the idea. To give an
indication of my non-opposition, I point out that my wife intends to dance at
that particular function this weekend.
However, the proposal includes stage, marquee, public address system, bar
facilities, creche, portable toilets, food stalls, lighting, security and
parking attendants. There were some financial problems but I believe they
have been sorted out. An alternative site has been proposed by the promoters.
It will be proceeding now at Mindil Beach which will overcome the many
problems that existed with the Myilly Point site. It is a far more suitable
site for such an activity.
Unfortunately for the organisers, this particular concert is clashing with
another concert being held by young people in Darwin at the Marrara stadium
this Saturday night: the Tropical Aid for Africa Concert. With a bit of
coordination between organisations, such a clash could have been avoided
because both have value. It is really a shame for the young people in this
International Year of Youth.
Casuarina High School Amenities
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Given the high level of expectation regarding the introduction of the
secondary college system, what facilities are to be provided at Casuarina High
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School prior to and during 1986 and what amenities will be provided in the
long term for this important project?
ANSWER
I thank the member for his question. Many members of this Assembly are
following this issue with a great deal of interest, and rightly so. I shall
commence by emphasising that there will be no secondary colleges in Darwin
until 1988. The first secondary college will be in Alice Springs in 1987.
The member I'/ill be aware that the working party which investigated the high
school and secondary college issue recommended that 3 committees be formed.
One is in the process of considering the staffing issue. Another is
considering the interface between the school, the Darwin Institute of
Technology and TAFE. The third committee is monitoring the development of the
high school and secondary college system, which includes an investigation of
the need for the establishment of a secondary college in Palmerston or the
rural area.
The process of phasing in secondary colleges begins next year. This will
entail provision of facilities. In many cases, demountables will be required
to accommodate initial enrolments. Additional facilities at Casuarina will
facilitate the development of translator, interpreter and tourism courses~
Those facilities are presently under way.
New facilities are also being
provided at Darwin High School. These will enable courses in electronics,computing and automotive studies, along with several others, to commence as
quickly as possible.
The government does not intend to approach this problem in an ad hoc
fashion.
He do not want to see a whole school comprised of demountables. Casuarina is an old school. It was built in the early 1970s. It was designed
as a high school and it was not built to cater for a secondary college. That
problem has been addressed by the government. Casuarina is very similar to
the Dickson College in Hobart, which is also an old school which was built for
a different purpose. Over a period of 3 to 4 years, it was upgnlded to become
a secondary college. This is our intention with Casuarina. We intend to make
sure that it is not a college put together on an ad hoc basis. We intend -it
to be the Northern Territory's secondary college, and we will ensure its
facilities give it that status.
The timing of developmental works on the facilities at Casuarina is
important.
I emphasise again that the secondary college at Casuarina is not
due to be in full swing until 1988. I am sure the member for Wagaman is-aware
that we are considering the possibility of bringing forward work on facilities
at Casuarina. I am having discussions with-the Minister for Transport and
Works in relation to this. The member would also know that the school council
and other people will be playing a very important role. We are looking at it
in a responsible manner. I can assure the member that Casuarina High Schodl
will become a secondary high school of note. It will not be just a lean~to
secondary college. I will be keeping the Assembly informed of progress, and I
hope to be able to provide more concrete information later at these sittings.
TIO Legislation
Mr SMITH to TREASURER
In his reports the Auditor-General has again criticised the TID
legislation, which enables the TIO board to appoint its own auditor on an
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annual basis. In fact, the Auditor-General said that the annual appointment
runs contrary to the perception of independence of the auditor. In light of
those comments, which have been made in successive years by 2 different
auditors-general, will the government undertake to alter the TIO act to bring
it into line with legislation in other states and to place it under the ambit
of the Auditor-General?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the point raised by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition is one
that has not gone unnoticed by myself and government members.
For obvious
reasons, it has certainly been dealt with over the years. It raises the
question of whether a statutory body, operating independently of the
government as a business, should be under the scrutiny of the Auditor-General.
There is argument for and against that.
As recently as last week, the
chairman of the TIO board and others put a case both for and against the
proposal that the TIO be audited by the Auditor-General.
We have discussed before in the Assembly the role of the TIO and its
independence from the government in a commercial sense. As far as possible,
we allow the TIO board to make independent decisions - on investments,
portfolio arrangements, premiums and the things it insures - on a commercial
basis because it is running a commercial enterprise. Also, the board has the
power under its act to appoint its own auditor and it has appointed auditors
for the past couple of years. So far as I can see, they have been doing the
job well. There have not been any complaints and there has been no challenge
to the work of the auditors over the last couple of years. In fact, the board
has recommended that the auditors be reappointed for -another term.
If there had been any deficiency in the way the system has been working or
in the role that the auditors have taken, then we may have had to look at the
involvement of the Auditor-General. However, there appears to be no obvious
imperfection in the way the system is working at the moment, and that fact
raises the question of why, after a commercial audit of the TIO, the
Auditor-General need do the work again. The obvious solution is that, if we
do not believe that we should have the TIO operating commercially with its own
private auditors, then we should dispense with one set of auditors and replace
them with another.
But let us not go through the charade of having a
commercial operation, audited in every business sense by private auditors and
then subject it to a second audit. I fail to see the common sense ...
Mr Smith:

I am not saying that at all.

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, I am just putting before the member the various
options that have been canvassed in relation to this issue because it is not
just a simple matter of asking why the Northern Territory Auditor-General does
not audit the TIO.
Mr Smith:

Yes it is.

Mr TUXWORTH: If that is the case, then let me track that through and ask
why we want private auditors at all? That must be answered too. In the
beginning, when the TIO was set up, we believed that it should be audited in a
commercial sense by private auditors because that was a part of making it
commercially independent.
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In fairness to the member's question, which I am not dismissing as
irrelevant or unnecessary, I am just saying that the situation is one which
tests our minds from time to time and which we are looking at at the moment.
If we see a need to change and comply with the views that the Auditor-General
has put forward in his report, then we will take steps accordingly and I will
announce that decision to the Assembly. In the meantime, the matter is still
open for consideration.
Promotion for Buffalo Industry
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
What action is the Northern Territory government taking to
buffalo industry in the Territory?

promote the

Mr SPEAKER:
Honourable members,
draw your attention to the Standing
Orders. In answering those sorts of Questions, would ministers please observe
the general rules under standing order 112. There is a facility for making
statements about such policy matters.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will answer the question this way. As I announced yesterday
in my response to the budget, the Northern Territory government has
established a study into the buffalo industry in the Northern Territory to
ensure that we can plan for the future of that industry. For some years now,
concern has been expressed by the community and the industry itself that, with
the effects of the Brucellosis and Tuberculosis Eradication Campaign, we may
see the end of buffalo in the Northern Territory and the potentiCll destruction
of an existing industry in the Territory.
The Assembly has been advised previously of the work of this government in
developing a buffalo domestication program in the Northern Territory. Some
work has already commenced on the development of buffalo blocks on what was
Point Stuart Station. I understand that there are now some 12 000 head; of
buffalo behind wire in a domestication program, and that includes some
7000 breeding females. Currently, 15 properties intend to run domesticated
buffalo, and it is expected that a total of 30 000 head will be behind wire at
the end of 1986, including some 9000 breeders.
Over the next 3 years, the expected total cost of extra yards, fences,
water supplies and access roads should represent in the order of $1.25m of
investment. An economic assessment of buffalo production indicates that this
is quite a viable industry if part of the turn-off is sold to high price
specialty markets; for example, current live export breeders into the
South-east Asian area.
A consultancy on buffalo industry development is being established and, as
I announced yesterday, funds have been made available in this year's budget.
The Buffalo Industry Task Force was established in June of this yeat' and has
replaced the Buffalo Working Party. I have held a meeting to establish terms
of reference and the task force has also looked at marketing strategies for
premium products within Australia. For example, the Department of Primary
Production has arranged trial slaughtering of yearling buffaloes to test
interstate market potential for high quality buffalo meat. Feedback suggests
that the product was well received and potential existed to develop markets
further.
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I believe that the buffalo industry has quite a good and growing potential
for the future, I have asked specifically that this task force carry out an
investigation of land availability, in the coastal areas of the Northern
Territory in particular, to identify future areas where we may be able to
develop other buffalo blocks to allow this industry to expand and obtain the
maximum value possible for the Northern Territory.
Auditor-General 's Report on Treasurer's Financial Statement for 1984-85
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
The Auditor-General has raised, as a matter of concern, the prolonged
finalisation process which occurred in respect of the 1984-85 Treasurer's
Annual
Financial
Statement in general and statement 6 on contingent
liabilities in particular. The Auditor-General has argued that this has been
caused partially by procrastination on the part of some providers of
information. What communication has he had with the Auditor-General, firstly,
to ascertain the nature of this procrastination and, secondly, to identify
those departments or authorities to which this serious charge applies?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am more than happy to obtain that information and provide it
for the member later in the sittings.

via rrego Mi ne
Mr EDE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
I refer to a question that I placed on notice soon after the last sittings
seeking information on mercury levels and enforcement of safety procedures at
Warrego Mine.
Is he prepared to undertake to provide me with answers to the
questions raised before this Assembly sits next week?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, unfortunately, I do not recall the question to which the
member referred but no doubt it is on the question paper, and there have been
some weeks for the department to prepare the necessary responses. I will seek
information on the matter today with a view to doing my very best to have it
before him during the course of these sittings.
ANSTI Land Application
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for LANDS
What is the current situation regarding the application for the block of
land in the rural area by the ANSTI group?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, ANSTI is an organisation known as A New Start To Independence.
It has applied for land to develop premises to assist people who have
undertaken alcohol rehabilitation programs as a further process towards their
re-establishment and, if I can use the term, their normalisation back into
society.
It is a very worthwhile program. They have applied for land in the
Darwin rural area.
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On behalf of constituents, the member has expressed concerns at some of
the areas for which application has been made. I am advised that negotiations
are in progress between the Department of Lands and the organisation. They
are currently looking at a site near the Rural Old Timers' building in the
Bees Creek area with a buffer zone being provided between the Rural Old Timers
and the proposed buildings which would be sited well back from Bees Creek
Road. I do not have any firmer details than that but I understand that the
area proposed in the proximity of the Taminmin High School is no longer being
proceeded with.
I have previously advised the member of other suggested areas and I thank
her for the assistance she has given me on this very sensitive and difficult
issue. She has shown me around her electorate, which gave the department the
opportunity to look at a range of alternative sites and assisted considerably
in resolving this problem.
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Child-care Funding Arrangements
Mr DALE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Has the minister been able to determine the effects on the Northern
Territory of the new Commonwealth child-care funding arrangements?
ANSWER
The total cost of the federal government's decision to cut back funding to
child-care facilities throughout Australia has not yet been fully ascertained.
However, I can tell members that, as usual, the federal message-stick that has
been passed down to us contains nothing but bad news. I am at a loss as to
why this has happened because the federal government and Senator Grimes were
on a winner with their commitment to child-care facilities throughout
Australia. The large budget which the senator had fought for in order to
achieve improved child-care facilities was admirable.
In fact, at various
ministerial meetings that I have attended during the year, the good senator
received nothing but accolades for his initiatives. He had fought hard and
developed some excellent policies in the area of child-care. However, it
seems that the carnival is over. So many federal Labor policies seem to end
this way.
In simple terms, the funding cuts mean that child-care fees at
Commonwealth-funded centres will increase by a minimum of $10 per week per
child for full-time care, increasing the average fee to between $62 and $65
per week per child. Commonwealth-funded centres provide about one-third of
the child-care facilities in the Northern Territory. It is not terribly well
timed in terms of current economic conditions. I believe it could be the
start of the precipice. We have been going downhill for some time and I
believe that Commonwealth funding for these types of facilities will decline
further.
I think its social welfare program may also alter over the coming
months, and it will be interesting to see just what happens to children's
services.
Another unfortunate side effect of the announcement is that the change
from salary subsidy to per-place, per-week funding removes the previous onus
on services to employ pre-school teachers and nursing sisters to attract the
subsidy. This means that there is no longer any requirement for a minimum
number of qualified staff in a child-care centre unless such a requirement is
incorporated into the Territory licensing requirements.
The impact of the increased fees may well be that the parents will have to
leave the work force. The cost of obtaining child-care is now $65 a week, and
that is for one child only. If you happen to have a couple of kids, it does
not pay you to remain in the work force. I am particularly disappointed at
the federal government's new policy. I believe that Senator Grimes was on a
winner. He had allocated something like $180m towards child-care facilities
throughout Australia at the beginning of this year, and we have seen a
180 0 turnaround.
Perhaps it is not all his fault. Perhaps it is the federal
ALP Cabinet which has turned the tables but, unfortunately, I must advise
members that we are in for hard times in terms of providing child-care
facilities funded by the Commonwealth government. The Northern Territory and
New South Wales governments provide an additional 20% subsidy, but the other
states will be in a worse predicament. The Northern Territory will be in
front but only just.
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Statement of Public Accounts
Mr SMITH to TREASURER
In light of comments in the Auditor-General 's report, can he inform the
Assembly when the statement of public accounts for the 3 months ending
30 September 1985 will be published and can he explain why we are now
experiencing increasing delays in the publication of these public accounts?
ANSWER
I assume the Deputy Leader of the Opposition is referring to statemenf 6.
Is that correct?
Mr Smith:

No.

The 3-monthly statement of public accounts.

Mr TUXWORTH:
I will have to check whether it is the document he is
talking about, but I can inform him that statemert 6 is about to be published
and will be tabled on Tuesday or Wednesday next week.
Land for Grain Production
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER FOR PRIMARY PRODUCTION
The Agricultural Development and Marketing Authority recently advertised;
for people interested in purchasing blocks of land suitable for graih
production in Mataranka and the Douglas-Daly area. What is the current
situation regarding applications for these blocks?
ANSWER
The success of the ADMA projects has been such that field-crop production
is now becoming quite an established industry in the Northern Territory. It
has reached the point where 2 of the project farmers in the Douglas~Daly area
have purchased their farms and are now operating privately. The success of
the marketing activities of ADMA is such that it has virtually captured the
entire local stockfeed market in the Northern Territory. That market is
expanding because of other activities in the primary production area. Tre
effect is that the demand for grain in the Northern Territory exceeds current
production levels.
To meet this, ADMA recently released 4 blocks for tender. There is a
proposal to release 3 blocks in the Douglas-Daly area and 2 blocks on land
which is owned by ADMA and which was previously Mataranka Station. We
recently released 2 blocks at Mataranka and 2 blocks at Douglas-Daly for
tender. I can advise also that, with the growth and development occurring in
horticulture, we will be releasing very shortly the first 4 of an eventual
20 horticultural blocks on Mataranka Station to provide land for the expansion
of our horticultural industry in the Northern Territory.
.
In respect of the 4 blocks to be released, we have received 8 separate
tenders, 5 from within the Northern Territory and 3 from interstate. Those
tenders are only in respect of 3 blocks. We received no tenders in respect of
the fourth block. I will deal with that in a moment.
Interviews have been·
conducted with all of the tenderers by a panel of representatives from ADMA~
the Department of Lands, the Department of Primary Production and the Northern
Territory Grain Growers' Association. They have been completed and I have
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recommended release of the blocks to the successful applicants. I am pleased
to advise the Assembly that on 12 November of this year I approved the offer
of leases for 3 of those blocks. They have subseauently been forwarded to the
3 selected tenderers.
The fourth block was the most developed and therefore the most expensive
block on offer. It did not attract any applicants. That was partially because
of the effects of taxation regulations. The more developed a block, the less
taxation concessions and benefits that are available. One could be forgiven
for saying that it is another example of the stifling effects of some of the
Commonwealth government's taxation package, which includes caPital 'gains tax
proposals and much reduced taxation incentives for the primary producer, that
we have difficulty in selling the best block. That is unfortunate.
the Flemming
I mentioned that there is a third block at Douglas-Daly:
block. That has been deferred for planning reasons. Recently, I announced
publicly that we are investigating the establishment of a town in the
Douglas-Daly area. Such is the success of that area that we need now to start
planning for the future of a small town centre to service the growing grain
production area in the Douglas-Daly region. When we have finalised the layout
and design for the area to be set aside for the town, we will then be in a
position to release the Flemming block onto the market. We will be doing so.
I can assure members that there is no problem with any grain production from
that area that would prevent it from being sold successfully through the
growing market for stockfeed in the Northern Territory.
IPTAAS
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for HEALTH
Why is it that Territorians requlrlng interstate speciali~t treatment for
medical conditions do not have equal access to the best possible treatment in
any interstate capital under the federal IPTAAS scheme?
ANSWER
The Isolated Patients Travel and Accommodation Assistance Scheme has been
in operation for quite a while.
It was the initiative of a previous
government, and it has certainly been carried on. I am sorry to hear such
derision from the opposition benches as to the importance of IPTAAS to
Territorians because many Territorians live in isolated areas.
But it does
not relate only to isolated people; it also relates to every single
Territorian because IPTAAS happens to serve those Territorians who are in need
of very specialist medical attention - such as treatment for heart disease or
liver and kidney transplants.
Mr Smith:

We don't want your news release.

We know that.

Mr HANRAHAN: Sure, you know it all. But maybe, Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, you would like to tell us why Northern Territory people are so
disadvantaged.
~Ir

BELL:

A point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker!

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is the point of order?
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Mr BELL: I would appreciate it very much if you would point out to the
Minister for Health that he really is obliged under standing orders to direct
his comments, be they to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition or anyone else in
this Assembly, through yourself, Sir.
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER:

There is no point of order.

Mr HANRAHAN: Mr Deputy Speaker, I thank the member for MacDpnnell for his
sudden interest in standing orders. Might I suggest just quietly that his
interest is not in the interests of the best service of this Assembly. We are
talking about the Isolated Patients Travel and Accommodation Assistance
Scheme. There are very particular reasons why Territorians as a whole are
disadvantaged. My colleague, the Deputy Chief Minister, wrote in 1983 to the
Commonwealth Minister for Health to highlight some of the particular wording
of the agreement that disadvantages all Territorians. It is pretty simple.
IPTAAS has eligibility criteria. The wording is:
'being referred by a .
medical or dental practitioner to the nearest suitable specialist'.
'The
nearest suitable specialist' is something that we have been trying to change
for some considerable time. We put a proposition to the Commonwealth
government as far back as 1983 to overcome some very specific difficulties
that relate to the people of the Northern Territory.
The Commonwealth scheme allows people to consult a specialist in Adelaide,
Perth or Brisbane. We have proposed to the Commonwealth Minister for Health
that people should be allowed to travel at their own expense to Sydl')ey,
Melbourne or any major centre in Australia that has the specialist ser~ice
that they require. The federal minister cannot find his way clear to alter
IPTAAS to allow people to travel to centres other than those speCified so we
suggested that the people who require that specialist service could pay for it
themse 1ves.
Let us be seri ous. There a re many people in ·the Northern
Territory who would like to go to Melbourne or Sydney for treatment for heart,
kidney or liver disease. The cost benefits to IPTAAS and the Northern
Territory government are obvious. How many people in the Northern Territory,
whether they live in a major centre or out in the country, have relatives in
Melbourne or Sydney who are able to accommodate them? They would be able to
have the comfort of their relatives. It is a simple alteration that we have~
requested from the Commonwealth Minister for Health. My point is that
Territorians are disadvantaged.
Mr Bell:

Why?

Mr HANRAHAN:
I hear the cry, 'why'. We are suggesting that the
alteration to the agreement specify that the people who require the serv.ice
will pay the additional cost. Members would be surprised at the nuniber of
people who, because of the need for particular specialist treatment, are
forced to go to Perth, Adelaide or Brisbane as the agreement dictates. All we
are asking for is a simple agreement.
As a government, we originally wrote to the Commonwealth in December 1983.
We corresponded again in October last year and I corresponded yesterday asking\
for a response from the federal Minister for Health that such an arrangement'
would be implemented. As a result of those inquiries, the Australian Health
Ministers' Conference has instituted an inquiry into IPTAAS. It is important
that people realise what its terms of reference are. They include a
rationalisation of patient transport, including provision for accommodation
for patients as well as for accompanying relatives. Members would be aware
that, if people go out of Alice Springs or Darwin on a stretcher, they usually
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do not go by themselves. Usually, their loved ones accompany them. Why
should it be dictated to them that they must go to Brisbane, Adelaide or Perth
because of the mechanics of a past agreement? That disadvantages the people
concerned, especially if their relatives live in major medical centres such as
Sydney or Melbourne. The result is that people are forced to pay for that
service themselves because of the simple dictates of an agreement that is
100% bureaucratic. The second term of reference relates to the provision for
interstate transport of patients for super-specialist services such as heart
and liver transplants.
The working party includes representatives from the Northern Territory
Department of Health. It has been deliberating for a considerable time. It
has made recommendations to the federal Minister for Health. If members of
the opposition say that the existing agreement does not prevent people from
receiving health care and specialist service in the best way - and we are
talking about having the comfort of relatives - then they do so at their own
peril. We have written to the federal Minister for Health. I am still
waiting for a reply after 2t years and, I might add, an assurance from the
federal Minister for Health that such an amendment will be made. I wrote
again yesterday and I hope I do not have to wait until 1986 for an answer.
Industrial Action by Lajamanu Teaching Staff
Mr EDE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Is he aware that the teaching staff at Lajamanu have become so frustrated
in their thwarted attempts to counter the misinformation he has been spreading
and to have their case for maintenance of their band-4 status heard that they
have been forced to take industrial action today, and will he undertake to
carry out a genuine on-the-ground review of their case and report to this
Assembly?
ANSWER
I am not sure of
referring. I met with a
it at that time that
risk. The 2 programs it
bilingual program.

the form of misinformation to which the member is
deputation from Lajamanu about 2 weeks ago and I told
the programs that it was concerned about were not at
was talking about were the RATE program and the

For the benefit of the member, I will read into Hansard a letter that I
have sent to some of the students at Lajamanu. I might say that it does not
help to have the Northern Territory Teachers Federation talking about
industrial action and sending telexes to me about this issue. I have made it
very clear in this Assembly in relation to staffing in Aboriginal schools that
the issue of the banding of schools relates solely to attendance at schools.
I shall address that matter later during these sittings. During the last
sittings, I started to address the matter of the staffing in Aboriginal
schools and I shall continue that later today. However, this is the letter I
have sent:
'I am writing to you in reply to your letter of 2 October 1985 in
which you express your concern about the reclassification of Lajamanu
School and the continuation of the RATE program next year.
Let me
assure you I am confident that the RATE program at Lajamanu School
will continue in 1986 and that you will be able to continue towards
your goal of becoming qualified teachers.
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I must point out to you that Lajamanu will be staffed according to
its entitlement in 1986. This is based on student attendance during
1985 ratr.er than enrolment. While enrolment rose this year from
168 in February to 181 in September, attendance in the same period
fell from an average of 132 to 112 students. This rate of attendance
should entitle Lajamanu to 10 teachers, including an adult educator,
in 1986 - approximately 1 teacher for every 12 students at the
present rate of attendance. This level of staffing should not
require class sizes of more than 30 students.
Your letter also raised a number of other points which I would like
to answer. On the question of contact between the principal and the
community, I am sure you realise that this is something all
principals must do, regardless of the size of the school. Similarly,
as an educational and professional leader, a school principal must,
at times, take the place of absent teachers. This is especially the
case in isolated schools where replacement teachers are not easily
available.
Lajamanu is like other Aboriginal schools in having children who
speak English as a second language. Similarly, hearing problems
among students are found in other schools and, where these problems
are significant, the Department of Education will provide specialist
assistance. None of the matters referred to above determines whether
the school has band-3 or band-4 status. A school's status is
determined solely by student attendance ... '.
I keep stressing that, Mr Deputy Speaker, but it does not get through
the members on the other side of the Assembly.

to

'Finally, while I agree that Lajamanu School has its own distinctive
qualities, it does not qualify for special staffing entitlements in
addition to those it already receives for the programs it runs; for
example, the bilingual program. However, I can assure you that~ if
school attendance rises at Lajamanu, approximate adjustments will be
made to the school staffing'.
Mr Deputy Speaker, I shall address this problem later today in the
adjournment debate.
I started to address it at the last sittings and I will
continue this afternoon. However, I point out very clearly that the Northern
Territory government makes provision for special circumstances at schools, but
the issue of the banding of schools is one that the government is very firm
on. We relate the matter solely to the attendance at schools.
Operation NOAH
Mr D.W. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
What were the results of Operation NOAH which was conducted yesterday?
ANSWER
Mr Deputy Speaker, Territorians would be aware that Operation NOAH, which
was a one-day campaign, was conducted yesterday. I am happy to report that it
was very successful. In the Northern Territory, 129 calls were received from
people who rang the police and, on a rate per capita, the Northern Territory
was well above the average for the states, and better than all states except
Tasmania and the ACT.
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The success of the operation was largely dependent upon the publicity that
it received.
It was most important that all Northern Territory communities
were aware of Operation NOAH and that was achieved by virtue of the support we
received from the Lions Clubs of the Northern Territory and the media
generally.
I am sure that members would be pleased to know that the Lions Clubs
the Northern Territory between them distributed 47 000 pamphlets to homes
individuals throughout the Territory to make them aware of the campaign.
are also very grateful to the Northern Territory media, both electronic
printed, for the publicity that it gave the campaign at no cost to
community. That support is greatly appreciated.

of
and
We
and
the

A special thanks should also go to those members of the public who
assisted with the provision of valuable information. I think it is important
to emphasise that this type of information flow should not finish now.
Wherever possible, we should encourage the community to continue to advise the
police about goings on relating to drugs in the community. We have had
numerous debates about the activities of drug dealers in the Northern
Territory and the use of illegal drugs. I am sure we are all convinced that
it is a very serious problem and one that is deleterious to our community.
We received 129 calls: 29 about cannabis; 2 about amphetamines; 1 about
barbiturates; 7 about cocaine; 4 about hashish; 34 about heroin and another
89 calls with miscellaneous information about the drug scene. The types of
offences that were suspected by the callers were as follows: 27 related to the
cultivation of cannabis; 7 related to the importation of drugs; 114 related to
dealing and trafficking in drugs; and 37 related to the use of drugs.
It is also commendable that, because of Operation NOAH, police seized
16 cannabis plants overnight. Certain people are now unexpectedly assisting
police with their inquiries into these matters. In general, the whole program
has been very successful and we are grateful for the support of the Northern
Territory community.
Chamberlain Application
Mr PALMER to LEADER of GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
In view of the statements made by the Leader of the Opposition as to his
views on the Chamberlain application, which views were made before the
Solicitor-General's report to the Attorney-General, and in view of the fact
that the Leader of the Opposition is otherwise indisposed, can he give some
indication as to when it is proposed to bring on the statement by the
Attorney-General for debate?
ANSWER
It is interesting that my colleague should ask that question. It has been
suggested - and it appeared in a newspaper opinion recently - that there was
some sort of government plot to get rid of the Leader of the OpPosition from
these sittings. Of course, that is far from the truth because we certainly
welcome his presence here. I suppose there are some here who do not.
One
would certainly be the deputy leader because he wants his job and certainly
Mr Barry Cavanagh because he cannot stand him.
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Nonetheless, we have no desire to deprive the Leader of the Opposition of
a chance to debate this matter. It is interesting to note that, contrary to
what the newspaper speculated, at the Country Liberal Party parliamentary wing
meeting on Monday, a conscious decision was taken to extend as much time as
the Leader of the Opposition wanted for the purpose of this debate.
Therefore, far be it from us to deny the Leader of the Opposition a chance to
speak on it. We are willing to extend every courtesy to him so that he can
enunciate and elaborate on the case as much as he wishes. However, because
the Leader of the Opposition has quite consciously engineered himself out of
this place on a 7-day holiday, if he is to have the opportunity to speak on
it, one must of course wait till next Thursday to bring the matter on.
That
would be my intention. That way the Leader of the Opposition can have as much
time to speak in this place as he will allow himself.
Rating for Shire of Litchfield
Mr LEO to MINISTER for

CO~MUNITY

DEVELOPMENT

Has he given any undertakings or commitments on the form of rating that
will operate within the proposed Shire of Litchfield and, if so, what rating
procedures will prevail?
ANSWER
Mr Deputy Speaker, I have given a great deal of time and effort to the
subject of rating within the rural area. Indeed, the member for Koolpinyah
has been involved in those discussions. I received a delegation during the
last sittings which put to me a proposal for a flat-rate differential system
based on RL1 and RL2 which are the planning zones with which the Minister for
Lands would be well familiar.
There will be some changes to the Local
Government Act in the March sittings to enable a flat-rate system which is
what the people in the area want. The decision has been arrived at after
extensive consultation over a number of years in the rural area.
Those
amendments will come before the Assembly in March next year. In fact, the
It will be
rating system will not come into being until July 1986.
approximately $105 for the RLI areas, which are the more densely-populated
areas of the shire, and about $50 for the RL2 areas. Amendments to the act
are required to enable this to happen. They will be brought on during the
March sittings.
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Treasurer's Quarterly Financial Statement
Mr DALE to CHIEF MINISTER
Why has there been no Treasurer's quarterly financial statement published
for the first quarter of this financial year?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the member for his question.
I do feel it is
important to follow up because the Deputy Leader of the Opposition asked me
this question last week. I thought he was referring to statement 6 and he was
not. The answer is that there has been a delay in the publication of the
first quarter's statements because of problems being experienced in the
changeover of computerised ledger systems. These problems have made it
impossible for the printer to stick to the usual time frame. I will be happy
to table the statement this week. If the printer has not completed his work
by Thursday, I will table signed photocopies for the benefit of members so
that they have the information before them before the end of the sittings.
Judicial Inquiry into Ti Tree Shootings
Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
The Chief Minister will recall the tragic events at Ti Tree in July 1980
when one Aboriginal man was killed and another seriously injured by police.
Given that the Northern Territory government has now agreed to settle
compensation rather than go to court, will he undertake to set up a judicial
inquiry into the events surrounding the shooting, in particular, the criticism
from the coroner of the police forensic examination and suggestions that the
investigation was not conducted in accordance with proper police practice?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the member's question follows hot on the heels of a telex I
received yesterday from central Australia, which was released to the media.
~ly information this morning is that the contents of the telex that was sent to
me and matters relating to the question that the member just asked are likely
to become the subject of legal proceedings because they are defamatory.
On
those grounds, I will not be saying anything.
Taminmin High School Staff Deficiencies
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Is he aware of deficiencies in establishment grants in 1983, 1984 and 1985
at Taminmin High School in relation to the appointment of band-2 ancillary
staff? How will he redress this situation?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am aware of the situation at Taminmin High School. It was
my understanding that the matters the member refers to were resolved to the
satisfaction of the school council and other members of that particular
community. I have met with the chairman and other members of the Taminmin
High School Council, in relation to a number of their concerns. I am also
aware that the chairman of the Taminmin High School Council has contacted my
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office recently in relation to the issues. I believe that he has been advised
to contact my office again if he continues to have concerns.
All I can say now is that I understand
addressed, and that the chairman is satisfied
and the Department of Education. If not, then I
from my ministerial officer to contact my office

that the issues have been
with the response from myself
urge him to take up the offer
again.

Ghan Preservation Society Grant
Mr VALE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
My question concerns the Ghan Preservation Society in Alice Springs. Has
he yet had time to consider a request from the Ghan Preservation Society for a
grant to purchase 2 narrow gauge diesel locomotives?
ANSWER
I have indeed had time to consider the request made by the member for
Braitling who is well known for his interest in the preservation of rolling
stock and railway components within the Alice Springs and central Australian
area. In fact, a sum of $16 000 has been allocated to the Ghan Preservation
Society to continue the organisation's excellent project in Alice Springs.
Those funds will be used to acquire 2 old narrow gauge locomotives which were
used to pull the old Ghan service up the line to Alice Springs.
The member for Braitling is a valuable member of that organisation. I say
that in all sincerity. He does quite a lot of work for grassroots
organisations in Alice Springs. He really has gone out of his way to promote
and develop this particular society. In pursuing this particular issue, he
has been relentless. Telegrams have been flying to ensure that he gets the
material that he needs to develop this particular project. The items are of
historical interest and of railway significance and include the rolling stock
and dining and passenger cars. He has also negotiated a peppercorn lease with
ANR for at least 30 km of the old Ghan line. Perhaps we can utilise his
I know the Chief Minister
services along with those of Canadian Pacific.
would be interested in having a man of his talents involved in this project.
Perhaps later we can go a little further than the 30 km.
I understand that the first stage of this development that he is embarking
on in conjunction with the Ghan Preservation Society will be open to the
public by the middle of next year and the full 30 km line will be open in
August 1988 - 59 years to the day since the first Ghan rolled in to Alice
Springs. Once again, I believe it is a very worthwhile society and I am
pleased to announce in the Assembly that we will be assisting that particular
society with a cheque for $16 000.
Judicial Inquiry into Ti Tree Shootings
Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
I refer to the Chief Minister's non-answer to my earlier question on the
Ti Tree killing.
I remind him that this matter has now been sub judice for
over 5 years and this is the first opportunity the people have had to canvass
the issues involved. Will he or will he not agree to instigate a judicial
inquiry to examine these matters?
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ANSWER
In answer to the member for Stuart, all I can say is what I said to him a
moment ago:
the contents of the telex that I received, the statements that
have been made and the points he raised in his question are likely to become
the subject of a legal action. If that makes it sub judice again for another
5 years, then that is a matter for the people who are making the statements
and sending the telexes. I can only say to the member that, until the issue
is resolved, I cannot help him.
Concessions to Students Studying Interstate
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Will there be any review of the provlslons currently available to
Territory students, particularly those from remote areas, for the cost of
travel to and from interstate schools and of any other concessions currently
available to them from the Department of Education?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, members would be aware that I recently opened a conference of
the Isolated Children's Parents Association. On that occasion, I mentioned
that there was a need for us to review the assistance that was given to
students in isolated communities. Most people are aware that the Northern
Territory is able to provide educational services in the Northern Territory
and that it is no longer necessary for students to go interstate. As we
mature, it is necessary for us to look very closely at the assistance we have
given to students travelling interstate.
I made it very clear at the
conference that the review that was being set up to examine this matter would
involve all of those people who were directly affected. A decision has been
made for the Isolated Children's Parents Association to be represented on that
review panel.
All I can say is that a review will be carried out. Most people are aware
that we are slowly providing all the educational facilities that are provided
in the states. It is only right that we should review the assistance given to
students travelling out of the Territory at the present time. I believe we
should ensure that they receive assistance to come to the major Territory
centres where the education facilities are provided but we will have to review
the assistance for study interstate.
Government Assistance to Mudginberri Meatworks
Mr LEO to CHIEF MINISTER
Can he confirm or deny that the Northern Territory government is glvlng
financial assistance or defraying the legal costs of the court action being
taken by the proprietor of the Mudginberri meatworks against the AMIEU?
ANSWER
Yes, the Northern Territory government is acting as guarantor in relation
to the owner of the Mudginberri meatworks in the assault that is being made
against him by the meatworkers union, and so we ought to. We have a situation
where a handful of scallywags down south have moved into the Northern
Territory with the express purpose of wiping out not only the industry but a
man who has been contributing to the Northern Territory for a long time.
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Mr Bell:

Why doesn't the federal government defend the unions?

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, I say for the benefit of the member for
MacDonne 11, who everybody knows woul d 1i ke to see the ~judgi nberri mea tworks
closed, that the Northern Territory government is very keen for buffalo
abattoirs to continue operating.
The situation has been well canvassed around the country. There has been
an absolute determination to ensure that the Mudginberri meatworks and its
owner be wiped off the face of the Northern Territory because his deal with
his employees was outside the wishes of the unions down south. They were
determined to see that the precedent that he had established never flowed into
the meat industry into the eastern states and, for that reason, he had to go.
All sorts of tactics were used by federal ministers to ensure that the works
could not kill, that the meat was not inspected and that, if it were
inspected, it was not exported from the country.
We cannot stand by and watch the decimation of the Mudginberri meatworks
because of the wishes of a few unionists down south who do not want to see the
sorts of agreements that were established between Mr Pendarvis and his
employees spread to the rest of Australia. It would be one thing if it was
just a union assault on the Mudginberri meatworks, but it was not just a union
assault: the government was in cahoots with the union up to pussy's bow. We
had a situation whereby the federal minister would not direct his inspectors
to enter the premises and carry out their lawful duties of inspecting meat for
export kill. Because of the pressure being applied by the unions, they would
not do it. Neither would the minister direct them to do it because they would
have been in conflict with the unions if they had done so. We had a very
sorry situation whereby 3 federal ministers, involved in primary industry,
industrial relations and the management of a national park, were all siding
with the union movement, and the meatworkers union in particular, in a
concentrated effort to try to destroy the Mudginberri meatworks and its owner.
We were approached by the Mudginberri meatworks' owner to as~ whether we
would be guarantor for the product in store until the dispute was over and he
had an opportunity to sell it. Negotiations are continuing for the sale of
product. We believe that the product will be cleared at a reasonable price.
If the federal Minister for Primary Industry would agree to have the meat
inspected for export - even now after it has been in cold storage - and allow
it to go out of the country tomorrow, the meatworks season will have been very
successful because all the product will have been killed, the meatworks will
have operated profitably and the money derived from the sale of the meat
overseas will be available to the operator to meet his commitments. This is
one of those very important occasions when the government does believe it was
necessary and has supported as guarantor the operation of the Mudginberri
meatworks for this season.
Whenever this sort of thing happens, we will have to consider similar
action because, if we stand by and watch federal ministers continue to
decimate the industry in the Northern Territory the way those 3 guys have in
consultation and cahoots with the union, there will not be much left in the
Northern Territory for us all to be working for.
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Remote Commercial Television Service
Mr FIRMIN to CHIEF MINISTER
With the transmission of ABC television via the Homestead and Community
Broadcast Satellite Service to remote and rural areas of the Northern
Territory having commenced in preparation for the closing down of the INTELSAT
relay, outback residents are particularly interested in who will deliver the
Remote Commercial Television Service in the central zone. Can he indicate the
current situation with respect to this issue?
ANSWER
think it is fair to say that communications in the Northern Territory
have come a long way in the last couple of years. It was only in March 1983
that the federal Minister for Communications was telling the people of
Australia that we should not have a satellite because the country could not
afford it, it was not necessary and Telecom could do the job. Today, we have
the satellite and that is fantastic news for the Northern Territory; people
right throughout the Australian community are now moving to pick up that
technology and adapt it. In the Northern Territory, it provides some really
challenging opportunities for Territorians. So far as the government is
concerned, we have a very great problem with communicating with remote areas
and there is an ideal opportunity now for us to have the Royal Flying Doctor
Service, the School of the Air, normal internal government communications, the
high speed transmission of data and a whole range of other services made
available right throughout the Territory. People will not be prejudiced by
distance.
There is also the opportunity now for Territorians to have access to other
TV and radio stations besides the ABC.
It would seem to us that the
government is in a very good position. Because it must be involved in the
satellite for its own reasons, it can say to people who are interested in the
commercial aspects of the satellite that perhaps we should join together in
some way to see that the costs are spread evenly and that the private sector
is not forced out of the market simply because the economics of providing a
signal to 140 000 people is not there.
For the Territory government, the options were pretty clear. Firstly, we
could have gone it alone, done our own thing and let commercial television and
radio look after themselves. In that case, they would probably not have the
financial resources to be able to provide a signal. Secondly, we could have
joined them in the use of common resources where necessary. The federal
government has now determined that it will issue a licence for the central
zone which takes in the Northern Territory and South Australia. It has called
applications for people to hold the licence for that zone. The 2 applicants
are the commercial station in Darwin, NTD8, and the CAAMA radio broadcast
organisation from Alice Springs, the Central Australian Aboriginal Media
Association. Both parties have a good argument to present to the tribunal to
be able to be involved in holding a transmission licence. Both parties will
have extreme difficulty in operating on their own. Without the expenditure of
considerable money, it is just not possible for either one of them to provide
a Northern Territory signal for Territorians in remote areas.
Up until now, the applicants in front of the Australian Broadcasting
Tribunal have maintained a very independent position in that each one sees
itself as being the licensed holder. From the Territory's point of view, that
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presents problems.
CAAMA, is an organisation based around central Australian
activity. If it were granted the licence, it would be expected - and we would
be prepared to assist if that were possible - to provide a Northern Territory
signal. On the other hand, if NTD8 gets the licence, it will be expected to
provide a Northern Territory signal. That is not unreasonable. We would be
prepared to help whoever the licence winner is.
The situation now is very simply this. I believe it is important for
CAAMA and NTD8 to come together before the Australian Broadcasting Tribunal
because, if they maintain their independent positions, we are likely to finish
up with nothing. The simple facts are that CAAt1A will not have the financial
resources to be able to do the job that needs to be done for the number of
hours that it would be likely to run in a week. That is just economic
reality. Sad as it may seem, there is not much one can do about it.
Channel 8, which is already well established with transmissions to Darwin,
Gove and Jabiru, has an opportunity to expand its network at considerably less
cost than CAAMA, and it probably has more expertise available.
In the utilisation of the satellite, I think it is essential that all
Territorians have access to another signal besides the ABC.
People in
Katherine, Tennant Creek and Alice Springs are inclined to believe that the
word of the ABC comes straight from God because they never hear anything else.
If they could have a comparison, they would hear what the world is saying and
how the ABC interprets it. They would then quickly appreciate the need for an
independent signal and an alternative channel.
If a commercial operation becomes established, there are other areas of
major potential for the Territory. The government could go to the commercial
television station and ask it to develop educational programs, agricultural
programs, special programs for remote areas, television School of the Air in
some circumstances and tele-conferencing. Many special communication
services, currently unavailable in the Northern Territory, could commence, and
that would be a great plus. The government must spend considerably on its own
internal communications. We could probably join with others to ensure that
additional communication services are made available to all Territorians. The
current work could be of great benefit to the Territory if the respective
applicants to the Australian Broadcasting Tribunal could establish some common
ground. If they maintain independent positions, many possible initiatives
will not occur.
The member for Ludmilla and myself have been working on this for some
time. We have considered a whole range of options for the Territory
government to assist in establishing a commercial broadcast signal so that
people in remote areas can benefit from it.' We are both convinced that, if
the Northern Territory government is able to join with the other 2 parties in
putting together a common approach to the issue of a licence, all Territorians
could benefit. That would be a fantastic thing.
I say, and I say it
graciously, that the Northern Territory government believes that it is very
important for special Aboriginal transmission to occur in remote areas.
Aborigines in remote areas probably have a greater need for the flow of
information than anyone else. At the moment, they receive very little at all.
I am sure they will welcome this and benefit from it. If CAAMA and NTD8 can
find their way to common ground before the tribunal, this government will be
there to try to help people put a package together that will be viable and
will serve remote area Territorians well.
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Government Assistance to Mudginberri Meatworks
Mr LEO to CHIEF MINISTER
With reference to my
guarantees related to the
proprietor of Mudginberri
guarantee being made and to
acting as guarantor?

previous question, are the Northern Territory's
present damages claim under way between the
and the AMIEU, under what appropriation is the
what extent is the Northern Territory government

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I suggest that the member put that question on notice because
do not have those details in my head at the moment. If he wishes me to do
so, I will obtain them for him. In any event, the matter before the court is
a very important one. If the applicant before the court, Mr Pendarvis, is
successful in his action, he will probably do very well and the Northern
Territory government will not become involved. However, there are exposures
related to the sale of the meat and the price that it will bring. In those
terms, I suggest the member put his question on notice.
Schwarz Crescent Shelter
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for HEALTH
What problems have prevented the opening of the sobering-up shelter in
Schwarz Crescent in Alice Springs?
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Will the honourable minister resume his seat? Would
the member identify the problems rather than give the minister carte blanche
to proceed for days in reply.
Mr D.W. COLLINS: Mr Speaker, I will rephrase the question.
sobering-up shelter in Alice Springs not opened?

Why has the

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will be pleased to answ~r the question. I understood that
question time was limited to 11 am and did not continue for days, although I
would welcome the opportunity to speak for days. The Drug and Alcohol
Services Association in Alice Springs, with funding from the Department of
Health through the grants-in-aid provisions, has set up the facility. The
removal of the building from its original site to its new location entailed
problems with water drainage and sewerage requirements. I am pleased to
inform the honourable member that the facility should be completed in late
December or early January and be operational by March 1986 at the very latest.
Canadian Pacific Railway Proposal
Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
Can he confirm recent news reports that the proposed private railway from
Alice Springs to Darwin will carry freight only?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, for the benefit of the member, the papers relating to the
railway are being circulated now for debate tomorrow. His question is a very
important and very valid one. One of the important findings of the Canadian
Pacific study is that there are savings of $30m to $40m to be made by the
railway not being involved in the transportation of passengers. Reasons are
given in the report as to why that is the case. Canadian Pacific has said to
the Northern Territory government that it is possible to build a railway in
the same way as they have been built everywhere else in Australia but, if we
do that, we will need an enormous government subsidy forever. It has told us
that, if we wish to start from the premise of making a profit on the railway,
we cannot afford to do the things that everybody else has done.
Mr Smith:

You cannot afford to have passengers?

Mr TUXWORTH: That is one of the things that has been highlighted.
Obviously, the point that we ought to be raising with the Commonwealth is that
we are able to build an economic railway. Since it is able to run uneconomic
passenger services from Sydney to Perth, from Pdelaide to Alice Springs, and
just about everywhere else in Australia, since it is able to spend $3000m a
year subsidising unprofitable railways in this country and since it has not
yet made a commitment to do anything for the Northern Territory ...
Mr Smith:

Your private railway is losing a lot of its gloss.

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker,
listen for a minute ..•
Mr Smith:

if the Deputy Leader of the Opposition would

We are.

Mr TUXWORTH: You are not. You are talking all the time and trying to cut
me off. Just listen and get it straight and we will all be talking about the
same thing.
If it is reasonable for ANR to run passengers from Adelaide to Alice
Springs at great expense to the Australian taxpayer, on what basis would it
find that it is not able to run them from Alice Springs to Darwin?
Mr Smith:

That is going to be dangerous.

Mr TUXWORTH:
be dangerous.
Mr SPEAKER:

Mr Speaker, the honourable member says that it is going

to

Order!

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, I would say from the tone of the member that the
flat earth society is out and about and it will' do a fantastic job. It walked
into the street when we proposed the pipeline. It poured cold water on the
idea, abused people ..•
Mr Ede:

We said it first.

Mr TUXWORTH: The one thing that the member for Stuart is
this Assembly is get a laugh from time to time. 'We said
rubbish! For the benefit of the the member for Stuart, could
the pipeline was proposed, the ALP tipped buckets on the
riding on its back.
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The report on the railway will be brought down tomorrow and members will
have 6 to 9 months to debate the report. I invite members to go through it to
identify where the problems are and, as we find them, we will fix them. That
is exactly how we went about the pipeline and it is exactly how we will
succeed with the railway.
University College
Mr DALE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Following the government's announcement during the budget sittings that
the Territory would have to go it alone to provide a university for the
Territory, principally as a result of a lack of commitment by the federal ALP
government, is he now in a position to advise what progress has been made to
meet the January 1987 commencement date?
ANSWER
I thank the member for his question. I would like to start by again
making the comment that it is disappointing that the Commonwealth has not seen
fit to support us in our aim to provide undergraduate university courses for
our people in the Territory. It appears that it is okay everywhere else in
Australia but, as far as the Northern Territory is concerned, it is not good
enough. The Territory has made its decision and there is legislation before
us, which will be debated later in this sittings, in relation to the
establishment of a university college.
Mr SMITH: A point of order, Mr Speaker! The minister has himself said
that we will have an opportunity later in these sittings to debate this
matter. That is the appropriate place to debate this matter, not in question
time.
Mr SPEAKER: I refer honourable members to standing order 112. My ruling
is that the minister's reply is within the bounds of the standing order.
Mr HARRIS: The honourable member asked what work has been done in order to
have a university college established by the start of 1987.
I can inform
members that we have identified the former Darwin Primary School site as the
site for the university college. We have also identified the Police Training
Centre as part of the campus. We will also be occupying part of Winlow House,
at the corner of Woods and Lindsay Streets, for university college purposes.
The library will be built next to Winlow House. This facility, close to the
college itself, will be conveniently located for students. As previously
announced, student accommodation will be available at Lambell House.
I have given members an assurance that I will keep them posted in relation
to developments concerning the university college. It is my intention to give
more details in the course of these sittings, perhaps in the adjournment
debate.
Canadian Pacific Railway Proposal
Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
How much does he expect the Commonwealth to contribute towards
proposed private freight-only railway?
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ANSWER
We will not be asking the Commonwealth for a contribution to this railway
proposal. The facts must be obvious to the member for MacDonnell. It is only
a couple of years ago that the Prime Minister, before coming to power,
promised that the Labor Party would build the railway.
Subsequently, he
decided that his promise was not worth honouring.
Next, the federal
government made a 60-40 financing offer to the Northern Territory. This was
clearly outside the bounds of the Northern Territory's ability to finance, and
the Commonwealth subsequently withdrew the offer. In terms of the things that
Commonwealth ministers are saying, I can see no likelihood of the Commonwealth
government contributing a penny. We really must try to do it by ourselves.
It will be a very daunting challenge but not an impossible one.
I think this is an ideal opportunity for the Commonwealth to reconsider
its position. The project is a very exciting one and the responsibility of
the Commonwealth does not diminish just because it wants to break a promise
for political reasons. In terms of the figures and assessments contained in
the Canadian Pacific proposal, there is an opportunity for the Commonwealth to
review its position. Canadian Pacific has a strong record in railway
transport.
It freights 86 million tonnes a year in North America and makes a
quid out of the operation. It is not exactly a mug in the game of running
railways and giving advice to people. It ;s saying that it is possible to do
it. If the Commonwealth can see the benefits that will flow to the nation, it
ought to agree to become involved because it is a good project for Australia
as well as for the Northern Territory. It is an Australian national project.
One of the things that has defied my understanding since day one of this
exercise is how one can set out to build a transcontinental railway from
Adelaide to Darwin, complete half the project, decide it was not a financial
success because it stopped in the middle of a desert and then use that as an
excuse not to build the second half. That is just so Irish, it is
unbelievable, yet it is exactly what has happened. What we are saying is that
it is not possible for the nation to benefit from the railway until it is
completed. We have spent $300m or $400m getting it to Alice Springs and we
need to complete it so that it has a value to the nation. Setting aside the
defence aspects, there is value to the nation in terms of transferring freight
from the road to rail and all the economies that go with that.
At this stage, the Commonwealth is not being asked to contribute a penny.
It is being asked to reconsider its position and that is a reasonable request.
I think members would accept that the Commonwealth's attitude so far has not
been terribly productive. If it were prepared to reconsider its position, it
would make the whole thing look so much better. I feel sorry for the members
opposite who were left with the legacy of the Prime Minister breaking a
promise that will live with them forever. I think there is an opportunity for
us to put all that behind us and say: 'This is possible. Let's get in and
make it work'. Possibly, we can make it work even with opposition coming from
hell, west and crooked but, if we all worked together and directed our
energies to the success of the project instead of tearing it down and tipping
buckets on it, it would be so much better for everybody who wants to be
involved in it.

333

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Tuesday 19 November 1985

Department of Lards Office in Katherine
Mr VALE to Mr HATTON
Mr Speaker, my question is asked on behalf of the member for Elsey. What
has been the impact of the opening of the Department of Lands office in
Katherine? Is it keeping pace with the demand for services and what are the
department's future plans for the office?
ANSWER
It goes without saying that, with the announcement of the go-ahead for the
Tindal base, Katherine will face quite an explosive growth over the next few
years.
I am pleased to say that the Department of Lands has been responding
successfully to meet the demands that will flow from that for services to be
provided by the Northern Territory government. Members would be aware of the
financial resources that have been committed in this year's budget to provide
infrastructure for future growth in the town. As well, physical human
resources have been placed in Katherine this year to cope with the increasing
activity in the building and development of the Katherine area.
In May this year, the Department of Lands opened an office in Katherine
for the first time. That was in response to growing pressure for applications
and inspections - both plumbing and building inspections - applications for
rezoning and development applications in the township. The reaction from the
township to the new office has been quite dr'amatic. There has been a dramatic
impact on development around the town. The office provides advice on all land
issues and, for the first time, building and plumbing inspectors are providing
immediate service to the public. In the short period since it opened, more
than $7.7m worth of building approvals have been processed in Katherine. It
should be noted that this does not include major projects such as the
extension to the Katherine Hospital, the new Katherine east schools and the
extension to the Katherine Rural Education College. These projects alone are
worth over $20m in Katherine. Applications for land in the Katherine region
have also increased. There are now over 100 proposals for the direct sale of
land or for grants of land for non-commercial projects in Katherine.
Local confidence in the growth of the town is very high. This is
demonstrated by the number of applications for development.
These
applications have increased to such an extent that Planning Authority meetings
are now being held monthly instead of every 6 weeks. If it is necessary, with
increasing activity in that town, there will be more frequent Planning
Authority meetings to keep pace.
With the development and the reaction to the opening of the office in
Katherine, the level of complaints for delays has dropped off to be almost
non-existent. There are likely to be increasing demands in the
not-too-distant future and we are already planning for the need for additional
staffing and resources in Katherine in 1986. We will be moving to meet
demand.
Alice Springs to Darwin Railway
Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
I would like to preface my question by saying, firstly, that the Chief
Minister should be in do doubt about the opposition's support for the Alice
Springs to Darwin railway and, secondly ...
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Mr SPEAKER:

Order!

Would the honourable member ask his question?

Mr BELL: Will he give an undertaking that there will be no Northern
Territory government guarantees for a private railway?
ANSWER
I have outlined the statement I will make tomorrow and the government's
It is my view that the proposed operation should be funded,
position.
operated and constructed privately. A range of options are canvassed in the
statement as to whether it is prudent and wise for the goverrmept to be
involved at all and, if at all, in what way. We should embark on this project
from day 1 with the objective of having government backup and support. That
is pretty simple. We may well get down the track and need to make a decision
as to whether the government should be involved. That is very simple.
In terms of briefing members of the opposition in respect of the pipeline
project, I was quite happy to make them aware of the details as the exercise
progressed so that they could understand the complexity involved. It is not
just a 2 plus 2 equals 4 scenario. If the opposition is prepared to play a
very productive and positive role in the whole thing, I will be happy to
involve it from day 1.
Mr Smith:
months ago.

You could have given us

the Canadian

Pacific report a few

Mr TUXWORTH: The Deputy Leader of the Opposition suggests I should have
given the opposition the Canadian Pacific report a couple of months ago. As
is its wont, it is inclined to jump in tipping buckets on everything before it
has even been considered. The point that I am making now is that it should
read the report, look at the banking assessments and consider the options that
we have outlined. Then we can progress the development of the economics like
rational people instead of conducting a political argle-bargle in the press
that does not really do much credit either to the ALP or to the future of the
project.
All I say to the opposition is that the role that it wants to play will be
very important, whether it is positive or negative. If it plays the same sort
of role it played in relation to the pipeline, that would be fantastic. After
it saw the figures on the pipeline and realised the folly of its original
remarks, it really came on side and it was good all the way. It was
fantastic. The only mug in the whole exercise was Senator Walsh.
Even the
opposition would admit that. We are now going through a phase of developing a
project that has never been undertaken in Australia before. It is possible.
It can be done with a little working cooperation. I invite the members
opposite to take that role.
Gunn Point Area
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for LANDS
What action is being taken to open up the Gunn Point area for recreational
and primary production purposes?
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ANSWER
It is with great pleasure that I am able to say that the Gunn Point area
has long been recognised by the government as having potential
for
recreational, primary production and other activities. To that end, this year
we have been working solidly on the development of a structure plan for the
Gunn Point area.
I am pleased to advise that we are well down the track on
its development. The major activity that is likely to be going on at Gunn
Point will be of a recreational nature and significant areas of land are being
set aside for recreational purposes. Over 15 000 ha at Gunn Point will be
vested in the Conservation Land Corporation for the development of recreation.
This area will be controlled by the Conservation Commission and that will
ensure environmentally-sensitive areas, such as the foreshore, are protected
and the remaining areas properly managed.
There is considerable public interest also in weekender sites and camping
facilities.
It is proposed to subdivide an area at Point Stephens to provide
unserviced weekender lots, and another coastal area, originally earmarked for
weekender development, is now considered best suited for a seaside pleasure
resort and an upmarket holiday and residential development. Water for a
development on this scale has been located in an aquifer to the south-east of
the area. In addition to the larger-scale projects, caravan parks and camping
ground sites have been identified along with sites for community services and
stores.
Approximately 3500 ha have been identified in addition to that as being
potentially suitable for agricultural use, such as mangoes and field crops
like soya beans and maize. It is the government's policy to retain arable
land in areas large enough for agricultural development. These 3500 ha have
therefore been set aside for detailed studies into future cropping and
orchard projects. These studies will include? detailed assessment of the
capacity of the Benhams Lagoon basin to provide water to the surrounding
areas.
As well, 2 areas with potential for aquaculture have been identified
between the Adelaide River mouth and Glyde Point. Already, several groups
have expressed interest in establishing aquaculture projects on the tidal
flats in these areas. These proposals are being examined by the Northern
Territory Development Corporation, the Department of Lands and the Department
of Ports and Fisheries. In addition to the tidal flats, an area has been
identified to allow the establishment of support services for the hatcheries,
grow-out ponds and living areas for people working on those projects in the
future. Glyde Point, with its access to deep water, has long-term potential
for port and industrial development.
1000 ha will be set aside in this
general
area for aquacultural and other port and industrial-related
activities.
While the government has no immediate plans to relocate the Gunn Point
Prison Farm, the site certainly has potential for residential development.
This potential will be addressed when the future of the prison farm is
considered. We are awaiting anxiously on my ministerial colleague for the
answer to that particular question.
Earlier this year, the member for Millner echoed the government's desire
to see Gunn Point opened to the public. He will no doubt be glad to learn
that we now not only have a strategy plan but are working towards its
implementation. Obviously, a fair amount of money will be needed to bring
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these developments to fruition and Cabinet therefore will be considering the
timing of the projects in the near future in the context of the budget.
Absence of Deputy Chief Minister
Mr SMITH to DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER
Given that leave of absence was sought for him from the Assembly last
Thursday because he had been called to Sydney for a meeting with the Premier
of New South Wales, can he now report to the Assembly on the subject and
results of that meeting.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am not aware of the particular reasons given for my absence
from the Assembly last Thursday afternoon. I attended the opening of the
Intercontinental Hotel at the invitation of Lord MacAlpine who is a major
shareholder of that group. Lord MacAlpine has expressed an interest in
development in the Northern Territory and especially Darwin. Over the last
few months, he has expended considerable amounts of money in purchasing land
for development. The Chief Minister was invited to the same function but,
because of the Assembly sittings, it was decided late on Thursday afternoon
that I would go to Sydney for that function. At that function, I had the
opportunity of speaking to Mr Haddad who is the Chairman of the Australian
I
Tourist Commission, Sir Peter Darlin and many other persons of importance.
believed that the Northern Territory government should fly the flag a bit as
far as Lord MacAlpine was concerned because of his interests in the Northern
Territory. For that reason I attended that particular function.
Funding for Local Government
Mr DALE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
What levels of funding for the Territory's major town councils in 1985-86
have been recommended by the Northern Territory Local Government Grants
Committee?
ANSWER
This morning I shall table a paper from the Local Government Grants
Committee detailing the allocation of funds to councils in the Northern
Territory.
I can inform the member for Wanguri that the Local Government
Grants Committee has recommended a sum of $6.9m for distribution to 5 major
councils. This represents an increase of about 21% in general purpose
assistance and an increase of 40% in the Northern Territory.
Darwin City
Council will receive $3.4m, Alice Springs Town Council $1.1m, Katherine Town
Council $763 ODD, Tennant Creek Town Council $663 000 and, last but certainly
not least, Palmers ton Town Council $976 000.
In relation to the Palmerston' figure, the newly-formed branch of
Australian Labor Party at Palmerston recently held a meeting in a phone
and decided to take up a petition. I believe this had the support of
Leader of the Opposition. The only exercise he ever gets is jumping
conclusions, like all the other opposition members except the member
MacDonnell who is well known for his running expertise.
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Mr SMITH: A point of order, Mr Speaker!
relevance to the question.

The minister's answer has

Mr SPEAKER: The minister has strayed from the point.
answer the question?

no

Will he please

Mr COULTER: I am pleased to be able to bury the allegations about funding
for Palmerston. Being a numbers man from way back, Mr Speaker, you will have
noticed that Palmerston received one-seventh of the total allocation.
It
received over $200 000 more than Katherine. I am sure, Mr Speaker, you would
be interested in that figure. Palmerston received over $300 000 more than
Tennant Creek and I am sure the Chief Minister would be interested in that
figure. In fact, it is only about $100 000 less than Alice Springs and I am
sure there are 6 people in this Assembly who would be interested in that
figure. Yet we have the Palmerston Labor Party taking up a petition!
I am
grateful to have its support in this matter; it can help me as much as it
likes. If funding to local government had been allocated purely on a per
capita basis, Palmerston would have received only $244 000 which is $0.5m less
than it actually received.
I think that adequately demonstrates the
government's deep commitment to the future development and success of
Palmerston.
I should inform members that the transition to full local government in
Palmerston is progressing smoothly and will be assisted by this year's funding
allocation. The government will respond to the submission at the end of
January next year and agreement ~ill be reached by the end of March. I
believe the Northern Territory government is committed to local government as
the third tier of government in the Northern Territory. We have increased
expenditure. This is at a time when we are looking at ways and means of
cutting government expenditure. We will continue to finance and run with it.
Given his policies and philosophies, nobody could blame, the member for
MacDonnell for running.
Giles House
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Rumour has it that the philosophy behind the running of Giles House,
commonly called 'the Helen Daff approach', is to be radically changed. Can he
assure the Assembly that this rumour relating to a very successful approach is
false?
ANSWER
This matter has been brought to my attention by a number of people over
recent months. Of course, we are all aware of the successes of Mrs Daff.
Unfortunately, she had to retire from her position this year. She moved to
Perth as a result of her husband's illness, and he subsequently passed away.
I intend personally to address the problems which have been brought to my
attention regarding the philosophy of the Giles House detention centre.
I
intend to travel to Alice Springs within the next 2 weeks to look at this
problem. In recent weeks, I travelled throughout the United States and Canada
looking at similar institutions.
I will be making an announcement after I
have had the opportunity to view the situation at Alice Springs first hand. I
will keep members advised because I believe that this issue needs to be
addressed within the context of the problems that we are experiencing with
juvenile justice in the Northern Territory.
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Illegal SP Bookmaking in the Northern Territory
Mr DALE to CHIEF Minister
Could he report to the Assembly on recent police activities in relation to
illegal SP bookmaking in the Northern Territory?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the activities of SP bookmakers in the Northern Territory seem
to be gaining a little momentum. Since the introduction of TAB in July this
year, the Special Operations Unit of the police force has concentrated its
activities primarily on the suppression of illegal SP operations. Two search
warrants have been executed on premises suspected of being involved in SP
bookmaking.
In several instances, persons have ceased SP operations when it
became obvious they were under police surveillance. At present, surveillance
is also being carried out on persons who are suspected of being involved in
illegal SP operations and this surveillance is occurring also in country
areas.
I also advise members that the police are monitoring TAB returns very
closely to ensure that takings do not drop substantially at a specific agency
because that is one of the surest indicators that there are illegal SP
operators in an area.
In summary, the potential illegal operators throughout the Territory are
acutely aware that the Special Operations Unit is constantly carrying out its
inquiries and surveillance. Whilst some people may commence illegal
activities, they do so mindful of the risk of prosecution. I do not believe
that the level of SP operation in the Northern Territory will increase.
On
the contrary, I think it will decrease as the police become more effective.
Government Assistance to Mudginberri Meatworks
Mr LEO to the CHIEF MINISTER
Did the Northern Territory government have any agreement with Mudginberri
Pty Ltd prior to the August $2m loan to underwrite the legal expenses of
Mudginberri Pty Ltd and, if so, was a ceiling set on the limit of that
underwriting?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, let me make it clear that at no stage has the government
undertaken to underwrite legal expenses involved in the defence of
Mudginberri's position in the courts. As far as I know, the National Farmers
Federation became involved in that exercise from day one. What the Territory
government has done is to give an undertaking that it will stand behind the
Mudginberri export meatworks and Jay Pendarvis for a sum of $2m with a
collateral of 600 t of buffalo meat that ought to be exported from Australian
shores to overseas markets as soon as possible. If the member for Nhulunbuy
has an interest in the Northern Territory and the maintenance of our buffalo
industry, he might like to ring his colleagues in Canberra and ask them to
take the chains off and let Mudginberri sell its meat, which it ought to be
able to do as soon as possible. What is preventing Mudginberri from selling
its meat is the attitude, the involvement and the determination of federal
ministers not to let the meat leave the country.
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Litchfield Shire
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
When will legislation be introduced to implement the expressed wishes of
people in the rural area to have a president and councillors rather than a
mayor and aldermen in the Litchfield Shire?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I received representations during the last Legislative
Assembly sittings from people who wanted some changes, including changes to
the rating system. I answered a question from the member for Nhulunbuy during
this sittings. The other point was that they wished to have a president and
councillors out there, not a mayor and aldermen. The election for the
Litchfield Shire will take place on Saturday 7 December.
The Local Government Act at present provides only for the election of a
mayor and alderulen. In my press release of 20 September, I announced that the
act would be amended in the November sittings to allow for a shire president
and councillors. However, this has not been possible for 2 reasons. Firstly,
minor amendments to the Local Government Act could not be made because of
higher priority legislative drafting currently with the Parliamentary Counsel.
Secondly, having constituted the shire, it would not be possible for this
amendment to apply retrospectively for the election of the Shire of Litchfield
due to be held on 7 December. The instrument by which the shire was
constituted on 6 September 1985 provided for the election of a mayor and
4 aldermen in accordance with the act. Any amendment of the act, therefore,
to alter the title of mayor and aldermen to include president and councillors
will now have to be made at the March sittings.
So far as rates are concerned, I have answered that question.
Arrangements will be made to ensure that the rating system, as decided by the
representation that I received, goes ahead.
In the meantime, the words
'president' and 'councillor' are being used in all literature which is being
issued by the Electoral Office and any advertising campaigns and awareness
programs which the government is embarking on in the Shire of Litchfield. I
can assure the member that it is a sensitive issue. I am well aware of it.
Some people might ask what is in a name but this is a very important issue in
the Litchfield Shire. I can assure her that the only 'mare' in her electorate
will be a female equine.
Building Inspections
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
What action can the government take against builders who refuse to have
their buildings inspected at the appropriate stages of construction?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am aware of the concerns of the member for Sadadeen with
respect to buildings. There have been some recent accusations in Alice
Springs concerning poor standards of workmanship. In one instance, there has
been an accusation that no inspection was carried out.
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I am advised by the department that the legislation does. not require
specifically that inspections must be carried out but that they may be carried
out. Obviously, the obligation is on the builder to ensure that the buildings
are completed in accordance with building specifications and the Building
Code. How we should handle the matter is quite a vexing question. This
government does not support the introduction of licensing. There has been
extensive investigation of licensing, registration of builders and a multitude
of approaches, none of which really addresses the problem of ensuring that the
builder achieves craftsmanlike standards. I understand that the majority of
complaints to the member relate to this issue.
The member for Sadadeen put forward some suggestions in a memorandum to
me. Among those was the possibil ity of preparing a building log book in which
the steps in construction would be recorded. It would include details of all
inspections and the use of contractors and subcontractors on different parts
of a building project. That log book would become the property of the home
owner on the completion of the project. Perhaps that idea has some merit. It
is being investigated at the moment.

-

You cannot legislate for workmanlike qualities in buildings.
Inevitably,
a building is a contract between the builder and the person who will owwand
pay for the construction. There are contractual conditions associated with.
that, and there are contractual remedies in the event that work is not carried
out in a tradesmanlike manner or in accordance with the requirements of the
law. That contractual relationship has been developed over centuries.
Contract law provides adequate remedies and, in many cases, it is the only
possible course of action. Legal proceedings are under way in the particular~
instance to which the member refers and I am therefore constrained in
commenting on it. I can say that we are addressing the points raised by the
member. We are endeavouring to develop processes to assist home owners and
home buyers so that they can be satisfied that inspections have been carried
out and that the quality of workmanship is being monitored. We are
approaching this in a manner which would also assist the builder.
Secondly, I confirm that, in one instance, it would appear thdt there may'
not have been an inspection at a particular stage of a building project in
Alice Springs.
I have taken that up in a very direct manner with the
department. I can assure members ~hat that practice will not continue in the
future and that inspections will be carried out properly.
Ti Tree Shooting
Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
I refer to the tragic shooting of Aboriginal people at Ti Tree. Has he
referred the question of whether there should be a judicial . inquiry into
allegations of misconduct and improper practice by police to the Commissioner
of Police for his advice?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will be making a short statement this morning on the Ti Tree
issue. I think the member will find the answer comprehensive.
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Proposed Cancellation of East West Airlines Flights
to Yu1ara
Mr VALE to MINISTER for TOURISM
~ly question concerns the proposed cancellation of East West Airlines
flights between Sydney, Yu1ara and Perth. Has he yet had time to study this
and what impact would it have on the tourist development at Yu1ara and indeed
within the Northern Territory?

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have not had an opportunity at this stage to consider the
impact of the federal government's decision to cancel the East West Airlines
operation into Yu1ara. Upon hearing the news yesterday, I was more than
disappointed because East West Airlines has pioneered this interstate run into
the Northern Territory and has put much time, money and effort into developing
its route as well as developing Yu1ara. The very odd thing about it is that
last night an announcement was made that Yu1ara resort won the national
tourism award which is certainly a very prestigious award.
I was listening to AM this morning and heard the federal Minister for
Transport, Mr Morris, explaining why that particular decision was made. Like
a good politician, he duck-shoved the issue and said that the Secretary of the
Department of Aviation had made that particular decision.
The other point raised was that the 2-air1ine agreement was made in the
early days of the Menzies government. The federal Minister for Transport said
that the 2-air1ine agreement was set in concrete until 1990. Of course, I
thought that our own Memorandum of Understanding was set in concrete until
such time as a new Memorandum of Understanding is finally negotiated. On the
one hand, we are told that this is set in concrete and nothing can happen
until 1990. On the other hand, the federal government's vindictive attitude
towards the Northern Territory enabled it to change the memorandum which is no
longer set in concrete.
Certainly, there will be an impact on Yu1ara with the loss of the East
West Airlines' operation. I listened to Premier Burke's comments about it. I
am quite sure that the Northern Territory government will support Premier
Burke and East West Airlines if they tike this matter to court because it is a
very important part of the tourism development of the Northern Territory. As
I see it, it is just another vicious campaign by the federal government to
stop development in the Northern Territory.
Ti Tree Shooting
Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
Can he confirm the accuracy of a report carried in the Northern Territory
News yesterday that, following advice from the Police Commissioner, he decided
to reject an inquiry into the Ti Tree shooting? The report reads as follows:
'This follows advice from Police Commissioner, Mr Peter McAulay, who told
Chief Minister, Mr Ian Tuxworth, that a coronia1 inquiry and a Supreme Court
murder trial had followed the shooting and that no further investigation was
necessary'.
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, just in case the member for Stuart is a little hard of
hearing, I say again that I will cover the issues that he is talking about in
a statement later today. If he is a little patient, he can have all the
details that I am prepared to make comment on. As for confirming the contents
of articles in the Northern Territory News, that is a little outside my scope
of operations.
Droving Australia Project
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
What is the current situation regarding the Droving JI,ustra1ia Project for
the Australian bicentennial celebrations?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, in my opinion, the Droving Australia Project is one of the
most exciting and relevant activities that is likely to occur in the
bicentennial celebrations. We have heard considerable comment and criticism
of the Bicentennial Authority's activities over recent times, and much of it
unjustified. It appears that it is undesirable practice to criticise the
Prime Minister or go against what he wants to do. Nonetheless, in the
Northern Territory, there are a couple of excellent projects for the
bicentennial year. The Tall Ships Project - a national project - will capture
the imagination of the Northern Territory and Australia generally. Certainly
it will reflect our history and our past with the sailing of the First Fleet
to Australia and the subsequent sailing ship contacts between ourselves and
our then motherland.
The Northern Territory was opened up by the great cattle drives in the
last century. The great cattle drives that occurred across the top of
Jlustralia are an integral part of the history of Australia. This project will
recapture the spirit and the history of that time. I believe that it will
capture the imagination of Australians generally and, at the same time,
provide a unique opportunity to young children throughout Australia to
participate actively in this venture and gain an experience that probably
would not be available to them otherwise.
To give an outline of this particular project, it will be an authentic
re-enactment of a cattle drive.
It will take 1600 head of cattle from
Newcastle Waters in the Northern Territory to Longreach in Queensland. As you
would be aware, Mr Speaker, that is the site of the Stockmen's Hall of Fame
and the Outback Heritage Centre.
Secondly, a separate series of drovers' camps, involving the participation
of students, will enable young Australians to retrace the stock routes
established by the over1anders and provide a link between community-based
bicentennial celebrations and a national commemorative activity. The
Australian Bicentennial Authority has approved the Northern Territory's
application to have Droving Australia included in the official program of
It is
national, state and territory events throughout the course of 1988.
expected that the authority will provide an initial grant to the project with
a further review of funding in March or April 1986. Confirmation of these
matters in writing is expected shortly. The project has received favourable
publicity in an article published in the Bulletin which concludes:
'I trust
its endorsement by the Bicentennial Authority will be a mere formality'.
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A pictorial display prepared by the department for exhibition at this
year's shows throughout the Territory has been lent to the Pine Creek National
Trust Museum and will go on loan to the Katherine Historical Trust as a result
of the interest it has generated. The Directors-General of Education have
accepted the student selection criteria formulated by the Department of
Primary Production and they have undertaken to appoint state seiection panels
for the purpose of selecting participants for the project.
A photographic assignment to document the life and work of Territory
cattlemen has been completed. It will form the basis of the Hasselblad 1986
trade promotions. Hasselblad, a Swedish photographic manufacturer, is
understood to be interested in exhibiting the photographs in Europe and
America.
I believe that that will make a significant contribution to the
promotion of the Northern Territory as a destination for European tourists.
A preliminary assessment of the Barkly stock routes and an appraisal of
stockfeed requirements, stabling and depot bases is under way, with more
detailed field work to continue throughout the wet season, a traditional
down-time for the beef industry. As I said at the beginning, I believe this
project will capture the imagination of Australians and provide a unique
opportunity for young Australians to participate in a re-enactment of our
history, and it will be a major contribution to Australia's bicentennial
activities.
Further Amendments to Public Service Act
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
When will the government introduce further amendments to the Public
Service Act foreshadowed by the Leader of Government Business prior to these
sittings?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the only amendments that I know of that are proposed on the
notice paper are those put forward by the opposition. At this stage, the
government is not contemplating any amendments to the Public Service Act.
National Enterprise Workshop Finals
Mr FIRMIN to CHIEF MINISTER
Has he received a report in respect of the National Enterprise Workshop
finals in Adelaide which deliberated on new inventions and, if so, what was
the result of the Northern Territory's first attempt at those finals?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as I understand it, the Northern Territory has participated
previously in the National Enterprise Workshop. This year, a delegation of
Territorians went to Adelaide for the finals and did very well.
I would like to commend the Territorians who were involved, both those
involved in training and those who participated in the workshop, because it is
another opportunity for Territorians to pursue excellence. The people who
went away were obviously people who had reached the top of the ladder here and
would benefit tremendously from going interstate to compete with other people.
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While we did not win the sections in which we participated at the workshop, we
did very well and received commendations from the v/orkshop organisers.
A pertinent issue to take into account is that this is an important part
of Territorians' development. It is something that we should pursue and
expand on every year and enlarge into other facets of life where Territorians
have an opportunity to compete nationally and do well nationally. The Deputy
Chief Minister spoke a moment ago about Yulara receiving a national tourism
award for excellence. Kakadu received a prize as a destination. I think that
these are areas that we must pursue continuously to establish the Northern
Territory's presence in the Australian scene. We are capable of performing
well. We do not need to spend the rest of our lives in a state of submission
because people like Senator Walsh and others spend their whole lives beating
us down.
General Aviation Services in the Top End
Mr FINCH to Mr MANZIE
In view of various statements that have been made regarding the
Territory's general aviation industry, in particular tenure at Darwin
Airport - and I guess we all wait with bated breath to hear what the Hawke
government has to say about developments there - what steps are proposed to
ensure the future provision of general aviation services to the Top End?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as the member for Wagaman pointed out, it is quite a problem.
I alluded to it in a statement I made to the Assembly last week regarding the
development at the Darwin Airport. I think all members are fully aware of the
important part that the general aviation industry plays in the development of
the Territory. Members who represent remote areas would be most conce~ned
that the problems facing the general aviation industry may have quite
far-reaching effects in regard to transport both of people and goods to many
areas of the Territory. As well as that, the industry encompasses such areas
as our aero-medical service and a number of other tourism-related services.
The facts of the matter are that the general aviation industry is on very
short-term leases at the present Darwin Airport. Some are only 30-day leases
which are renewable. The maximum time for which operators can obtain leases
is 5 years, and only with temporary premises which can be moved at a few
weeks' notice.
I think all members are also aware of the fact that the RAAF
has informed the general aviation industry that, by the year 2000, it must
have vacated its present site. This is all very well but there have been no
provisions made by anybody as to where the general aviation industry will go
and what sort of tenure it may be able to look forward to. Of course, this
presents tremendous problems in relation to planning and the building of
facilities, such as hangars and maintenance facilities. The over?ll future
growth of the general aviation industry is being strangled. Participants are
just like nomads - they could probably do just as well with a series of tents.
Possibly, that is what the federal minister has in mind - that they move
around the perimeter of the airport with a series of large shade cloths.
Certainly, the general aviation industry is very important to the development
of the Territory.
I have written to the federal minister regarding roy concerns and the
concerns of the industry in Darwin about its future. I asked him to consider
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the general aviation industry's future siting while he was examining the
Darwin Airport terminal location problems. However, the federal minister has
replied and said that this is another matter altogether and will be dealt with
separately at some time in the future. I find this extremely disappointing.
I think that all members must be concerned. This industry has evolved in the
Territory. In fact, Qantas started in the Territory.
We still have a situation at the Darwin Airport where an industry - an
industry that requires tremendous capital both to commence and to operate - is
operating from temporary facilities. The facilities are such that they must
be moved at a moment's notice. There is absolutely nothing in the future to
give any of our operators any heart whatsoever in the development of their
industry. Until such time as the availability of permanent sites which will
allow the building of permanent facilities and the consequent economic
benefits, industry will not develop any further at all. With the present
A good
uncertainty, it is quite possible that the industry will decline.
example is Lloyds Aviation which successfully won a tender to service BHP
facilities off the coast. That company is having real problems trying to find
somewhere to base quite a large maintenance area. This is an industry that
employs people, trains people and generally gives a boost to the whole
economy. It provides the important support which we have all come to expect.
Obviously, the people who pull the strings in Canberra certainly do not
consider Territorians deserve any information or any consideration whatsoever.
It is most disappointing. I certainly hope that the federal minister realises
the seriousness of the situation and that appropriate steps Vlill be taken in
the near future which will enable the general aviation industry to develop on
a firm footing in the Territory.
Community Service Groups in Alice Springs
Mr BELL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
I draw his attention to the community service groups currently
accommodated in the old library building in Alice Springs which is due to be
demolished next month. What action will he take to ensure that these
community service groups will be accommodated adequately?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have become accustomed to that type of question from the
member for MacDonnell: what action will the minister take? I have been
working on this particular problem for the last 18 months but apparently he
did not get the message down there.
Mr Bell: That is why I asked the question.
Mr COULTER: Perhaps he does not come to town that often. The point is
that I am aware of the problems and I have been working with the various
groups down there. They are excellent groups and they are a credit to the
Alice Springs community. They work extremely hard in their endeavours to
provide community services to a whole range of people, including family day
care, services to the handicapped, the toy library, play groups and so on. I
believe they have tolerated what can only be described as second-rate
accommodation in the old library building. It is cold, damp and dilapidated.
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The member for Flynn has also been working on this problem in recent
times. I have made approaches with him to various council people and I have
also approached the Minister for Education to see if his department can offer
accommodation. We recently went to the Handyman Centre in Alice Springs. The
second floor of that building has the only place available to accommodate
those organisations. We have also made arrangements for them to move into the
Hartley Street school when that is refurbished. It is being refurbished by
the Heritage Commission at the moment and I believe that it will be available
in about June next year. In the meantime, we have a problem. I believe that
the Alice Springs Town Council has a role to play and it should be involved in
some of the social issues addressed by the various organisations which
currently operate from the old library building.
The council is to consider an application to relocate them to the old
betting shop opposite the hotel. Alderman Hermann Weber is expected to put
this proposition to council within the next 2 weeks. I have been working on
this problem for the last 12 months and I know the member for Flynn has also
gone out of his way. I would be interested to know what the member for
MacDonnell has done. Has he raised the matter just for the sake of asking a
question or has he some constructive suggestions for alternative locations?
He knows some of the people who operate out of the building.
People
MacDonnell
at least
opposition
people who

expect their elected members to be pro-active. The member for
has picked me up on that word before and, unfortunately, there are
5 members of this Assembly who cannot be described by it. These
members do not represent their electorates actively. They are
will not get up and do anything except knock, knock, knock.
Industrial Dispute at Alice Springs Prison

Mr SETTER to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Can he advise the Assembly on the current industrial dispute at the Alice
Springs Prison?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am sad to say tha~ there is an industrial dispute at the
There was a stop-work meeting yesterday in
Alice Springs Prison.
contravention of our 38-hour week agreement which stipulates that management
must be notified of any grievance before strike action commences. I do not
have the full details yet. There was a meeting at 8 o'clock this morning, and
I will advise members of further developments throughout the day. The dispute
relates to an issue which reflects great credit on this government: equal
employment opportunities. I understand that the dispute has arisen because a
female prisoner officer carried out gate duties at the prison.
On my recent overseas trip, I observed that there were many female
prisoner officers in prisons throughout Canada and America. I believe female
officers can contribute to the general stability and harmony of a prison and I
am extremely disappointed that the prisoner officers in Alice Springs have
seen fit to become involved in an industrial dispute which would deny equal
employment opportunities to women in the Northern Territory. I will report
back to members as I receive more details.
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-------------------------------------Alice Springs to Darwin Railway
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
On a number of occasions, the Chief Minister has stressed the need for
bipartisan support for the railway project, particularly the current railway
project. In the light of this sentiment, what are the contents of an
agreement that apparently exists between himself and the Leader of the
Opposition in South Australia, an agreement which is the subject of a press
conference now being held by the South Australian Leader of the Opposition?
Secondly, have similar discussions been held and a similar agreement reached
with the Labor government of South Australia?
ANSWER
I am delighted to be able to say to members of the Labor Party opposite
and throughout Australia that we are most keen to see a bipartisan approach to
the development and construction of the Alice Springs to Darwin railway. I
have always been of that mind, and I even thought it was possible when the
Prime Minister made a promise in 1983 that he would build the railway. I even
thought it was possible when he made an offer to go 60:40 with the Northern
Territory and build the railway late in 1983 or 1984. Even after it said it
would never have anything to do with it, I still maintained hope that maybe
one day the ALP would weigh in and give support to this project, and I still
have hope.
In relation to the commmunications that I have had with the Premier of
South Australia and the Leader of the Opposition in South Australia, I am
quite happy to say that I have been approached by the Premier of South
Australia who wrote to me and said he is still very supportive of the project
and asked us to keep him briefed. I wrote back and said: 'Thank you for your
support but, regrettably, you have the problem that you have to do what you
are told by Canberra like the rest of them'. The ALP in Australia do what
they are told by Canberra or get chucked off the national executive, have
their budget cut or whatever. I wrote back a very polite letter to the
Premier:
'I am grateful for your moral support. I know that you cannot do
anything else because, if you stand up publicly and support it, you
will probably have your brains kicked in by your mates in Canberra.
I appreciate that you cannot do anything, and I do not expect that
much is likely to happen from other members of the Labor Party'.
I am really looking forward to the 5 to 10-year time frame. I have
briefed the Leader of the Opposition in South Australia and the opposition in
the federal parliament on what the Territory is proposing to do. At least we
know where our friends are and from where our help is likely to come when
there is a change of government. If there is no change of government, we know
what we will get - that is pretty obvious to everybody.

Mr Smith:

Mr Bannon has been one of your biggest supporters on this.

Mr TUXWORTH: The Deputy Leader of the Opposition says that Mr Bannon has
been one of the biggest supporters we have ever had on the project. He might
like to tell us at some time what has ever been said or done by the Labor
Party in South Australia to advance the project one inch. We have fought
tenaciously with it for years to have the South Road completed. What are the
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chances of getting it involved in the completion of the Alice Springs to
Darwin railway when it is not even on its side of the border? It is no good
the Premier of South Australia walking around saying that railways are great
and they support it. That will not get the railway. We need tangible support
in terms of money, railway sleepers and freight commitment.
There is one thing that you can rely on from people like John Olsen and
John Howard: if they say they will support it, they will. If John Olsen says
he will support it, he will not be put off by the fact that some people in
Canberra tell him he cannot have it or that it will not work. He has the
tenacity to proceed with it.
I have not closed off any options so far as
John Olsen or John Bannon is concerned. If John Bannon wants to support the
railway, he is in government and he has the capacity to support it •.•
Mr Smith:

That is what he has been doing.

Mr TUXWORTH: Oh, baloney! What has he ever done? The Premier of South
Australia has walked around mouthing motherhood statements and has never done
a thing.
I am interested in attracting the support of every politician in
Australia and I know that some of them will not even give us a hearing. We
will not be put off by that. We will have the railway in place just as the
pipeline is in place. I expect that we will have people standing on us from
one end of the country to the other. That will not stop us either. If I can
solicit some support from the Liberal Party in South Australia, in any other
state or federally, I will go out and solicit it because we need all the
friends we can get whether they are in opposition or government.
It is no
good having a friend in government in South Australia if he is not prepared to
do anything. It is no good talking about it.
Pensioner Concessions
Mr DALE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Will the issue of the NT pensioner cards still be automatic to NT resident
males and females on reaching the age of 65 and 60 respectively and, if so,
are there any concessions or rebates that will be means tested? Will the
pensioner card be sufficient to obtain an NTEC rebate or will, for example, a
Commonwealth health card also be required? I believe that the Commonwealth
health cards are not issued automatically on reaching pension age and are
subject to a means test irrespective of age. Of course, this differs with
other social services such as Aboriginal legal aid.
ANSWER
The member for Wanguri is quite correct there. Yesterday, when the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition was asking for a lot of statistical information and
data, I interjected that he would ask for a bacterial count on the milk of
human kindness. It looks like the federal government is heading that way
also. The Commonwealth health cards are not issued automatically any more and
they are subject to means testing.
The Pensioner Concession Scheme which has been run by the Northern
Territory government is an excellent scheme. We are anxious to promote that
scheme. The aged pensioner population in the Northern Territory is now our
second-fastest-growing group of people in the Northern Territory. It is
growing at about 6% per annum. As a result of what we believe could have been
described as misuse of the Pensioner Concession Scheme, my department
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conducted a review. That review of the scheme was the subject of a Cabinet
submission currently being circulated for comment. Whilst not pre-empting
consideration of the review by my Cabinet colleagues, members should be aware
that there are a number of anomalies and inequities in the current scheme.
They have been addressed by the Cabinet submission, and the matter should be
considered by my colleagues within the next 3 weeks. An announcement
regarding changes to the scheme will be made shortly after. Members should
also be aware that a separate Cabinet submission on the redevelopment of the
electricity pensioner concession scheme is currently awaiting Cabinet
consideration and a decision on that will also be made shortly.
The eligibility criteria under the present scheme is simply that women
must have had their sixtieth birthday and men must have had their sixty-fifth
birthday.
I spoke before of inequalities and that is one that must be
addressed shortly. I am not sure whether to go up or down on that une.
Applicants must have an Australian birth certificate or, in the case of
migrants or refugees, a passport or some other document which suggests that
they have reached that age and have lived in the Northern Territory for
9 months. These pensioner concessions apply to spectacles, motor vehicle
registration, drivers' licence, council and land rates, basic water and
sewerage rates, electricity accounts, garbage charges and travel concessions.
All those matters have been addressed in the 2 Cabinet submissions. I will be
able to advise members as soon as my Cabinet colleagues have considered the
recommendations within the next 3 weeks.
Central Australian Aboriginal Pastoral Association
Mr EDE to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
He will be aware of the desire of Aboriginal cattlemen in central
Australia to develop their cattle stations to place them on an economically
viable basis and the history of their attempts to achieve this through the
Central Australian Aboriginal Pastoral Association. What assistance can his
government provide to ensure the survival of the Central Australian Aboriginal
Pastoral Association?
ANSWER
I am aware of the member's concerns in respect of the Central Australian
Aboriginal Pastoral Association. It is pleasing to have a situation where we
can work together in dealing with the problems. CAAPA, as it is known, has
been set up to assist Aboriginal organisations in the development and
management of their pastoral properties in central Australia. No doubt, it
has experienced some difficult times in its development but it is
constructively assisting Aboriginal pastoral
organisations to develop
effective property management practices on what are, in m~ny cases, very
marginal properties.
It is working in cooperation with the Northern Territory Department of
Primary Production in central Australia. It has been pleasing to see this
very constructive effort. Far to often we hear of the problems that exist
with Aboriginal people and relationships between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
people. It is pleasing to see that Aboriginal people are genuinely working to
develop a viable economic base and to create long-term jobs for Aboriginal
people.
Mr Ede:

It is worthy of support.
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Mr HATTON:
It most certainly is worthy of support.
It was very
disturbing this year to find - and I might say that this organisation was
being supplied with finance through the ADC - that, in midstream, the
financial assistance to enable these properties to be developed adequately was
cut off at the knees. These properties are underdeveloped and need
development to ensure proper B-TEC controls. They had working capital chopped
off when they had every reason to expect that there would be funding
available.
Over the last months, I have spoken with the member for Stuart about this
at some length. The Department of Primary Production is examining ways in
which it may be able to help. A range of extension services is available, and
these pastoral organisations, like other pastoralists, are entitled to take
advantage of them. The regional director in our southern division is working
to see if we can introduce a more organised method of supporting CAAPA.
Nonetheless, the real difficulty is how these properties can develop the
initial basic funding to provide them with the capital infrastructure to make
them viable.
Unfortunately, I cannot give a clear answer today, but I can assure the
member that I am giving my best attention to this problem because I for one
would dearly like to see those properties in central Australia brought into
productivity and to see the Aboriginal people. who have long-term job and
career prospects, becoming contributors to primary industry in the Northern
Territory.
Yulara Occupancy Levels
Mr VALE to MINISTER for TOURISM
Can he advise the Assembly of the current occupancy levels of the various
accommodation facilities at Yulara?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I welcome the question from the member for Braitling because I
have been sitting here for an hour hoping that the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition woul~ ask that question because he has been making so much play
during the course of the week about figures at Yulara. During the course of
the budget debate, I provided information to the member. In fact, I remember
him hanging his head down at the time. I actually asked him to write down the
information because he said he did not have it.
In answer to the member's question, the statistics as far as Yulara is
concerned - and I will take it slowly so that he may grasp it and
Mr Bell:

Which member?

Mr DONDAS: The Deputy Leader of the Opposition can take this information
down so that this particular question will not be raised again. The object of
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition was to highlight the gloom and doom that
surrounded the Yulara Sheraton as far as its occupancy rates were concerned.
However, the occupancy rates for this year were:
January - 14.4%;
February - 15.8%; March - 25.9%; April - 33.3%; May - 39.4%; June - 35%;
July - 53.2%; August - 60.1%; September - 51.2%; and October - 53.2%.
It is
easy to see that there has been a substantial increase in the occupancy levels
of the Sheraton.

351

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Wednesday 20 November 1985

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition said yesterday that that was really at
the expense of the Four Seasons. Let us have a look at the Four Seasons
occupancy rates for the same period. We have a couple of minutes to go. They
are
as
follows:
January - 42.4%;
February - 51.9%; March - 60.1%;
April - 70.1%; June - 77.4%; July - 86.8%; August - 93.2%; September - 85.9%;
and October - 78.5%.
It is not hard to see that, considering it is still
early days, the Four Seasons is doing well. It is much the same with the
Sheraton. The Sheraton has not been operating for a whole year, but its
occupancy rates are improving slowly. Now that the Sheraton group has the
Alice Springs Sheraton in place, and once the Darwin Sheraton is established,
its operations can only prosper. During the course of the Assembly sittings,
I said that the Alice Springs Sheraton has had an occupancy rate of 43.2%. I
would ask him to write that down as well.
Yesterday, he also said that other motels in that particular area were
finding it a bit difficult, especially those ones which received some funding
from the Northern Territory Development Corporation to provide their
infrastructure. But I also said that the Sheraton's occupancy rate after
2 months was 43% at an average per capita cost of $66 per night. So it is not
difficult to work out that it is providing incentives especially since the
top-of-the-range rooms cost $120 and $130. He tried to infer yesterday that
the Gap Motor Hotel, for example, which has a Northern Territory Development
Corporation loan, will find it a bit hard to repay the NTDC.
However, what
the member did not say was that we expect our tourism figures to increase in
the 1985-86 financial year by some 65 000 people. According to our tourism
monitors for the last quarter, we are on target for that influx.
Of course, because of Halley's Comet, special committees have been set up
to organise the additional accommodation that will be required next year
whether it be of a temporary or permanent nature. It has also provided an
opportunity for Tennant Creek to provide additional infrastructure for the
future because it is short of accommodation.
In terms of occupancy, the Sheraton Hotel at Ayers Rock will have better
figures in 1986. I know that the occupancy figure for the Sheraton in Alice
Springs will be much better than predicted. We knew that it would be
about 19.1%. That was the early assumption to which the member referred
yesterday. Yet, after 2 months of operation, the Alice Springs Sheraton has
an occupancy rate of 43%. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition has never held
a positive view of the occupancy rate of the Sheraton group. Every now and
then, he throws in the casinos because that is a good drawcard for the press
and everybody else, but the facts of the matter are that the tourism monitor
and the figures that have been given to us for the last quarter indicate that
tourism in the Northern Territory is a flourishing industry.
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Central Mount Stuart Access Road
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and

~ORKS

Will the Northern Territory government consider the possibility of
providing an access road to Central Mount Stuart from the Stuart Highway or
Willowra Road to open up this well-known geographical feature for the local
and touring public?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the provision of access to Central Mount Stuart has been
actively considered for several years. The possibility of constructing a ring
road was raised in 1983. In 1984, a scheme detailing 2 alternative routes,
one from the Stuart Highway and one from the Willowra Road, was prepared and
forwarded for comment to government authorities, property owners and the Ti
Tree Progress Association. The consensus was favourable with varying
preferences for the different options. The government preference is for an
access road to be constructed from the Stuart Highway. This proposed route
offers better scenic views of Central Mount Stuart from the south-east and
minimises the length of the road to be constructed. It would be 8 km,
compared with 54 km for a ring road. The estimated cost of constructing an
access road and a substantial river crossing over the Hanson River is
about $500 000. Obviously, it will be subject to normal Northern Territory
government capital works programming arrangements.
On 18 September, the
Australian Bicentennial Authority advised the Chief Minister that the project
was being considered as a bicentennial project but recent advice from the
Bicentennial Authority indicates that assistance will be given in the form of
planting a bit of grass and trees and erecting some barbeques. In line with
that, the project will be considered under normal constraints.
The government obviously recognises the geographical significance of the
project and most certainly the access road will be considered in 1986-87
budget deliberations.
Stock Exchange for the Northern Territory
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
In September, the minister issuen a press release indicating that, in
October, he expected to be able to publish a report the government had
commissioned on the desirability of a stock exchange for the Northern
Territory. What has happened to that report and when can we expect to see it?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, in answer to the member's question, only today I signed a
request for Cabinet to consider the introduction of a secondary stock
exchange.
Berry Springs Zoo
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
At what stage is the construction of the Berry Springs Zoo?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, officers of the Northern Territory Conservation Commission
have been developing a wildlife park, known as the Berry Springs Zoo, which is
located adjacent to the Berry Springs Recreation Reserve. It is the only
major zoo under construction in Australia at the moment and it is attracting
quite a deal of attention. It is unique in another aspect in that it is a zoo
which will accommodate native fauna only, in particular fauna that is native
to the Northern Territory. As a result, we shall have a particular role in
bringing an understanding of the fauna of the Northern Territory to the
attention of Territorians and visitors to the Northern Territory.
As of 1 November 1985, the expenditure on the zoo has totalled $1.8m in
works completed to date. These works have included domestic water services,
irrigation, sewerage mains, a reservoir, a rising main, both underground and
overhead power supply, security yard, perimeter fences, a workshop and
hayshed, the holding nursery and quarantine blocks, the zoo kitchen, entrance
building, staff amenities block and 2 houses. At present, not very much
above-the-ground activity is visible but virtually all of the below-ground and
preparatory work has been completed.
Work is progressing, as planned for this financial year, on the nocturnal
house, internal roads, a lagoon and aviaries, as well as landscaping works.
In other words, work is now proceeding above ground towards the development of
display areas. Exhibits will continue to be developed in future years and it
is expected that the target opening date of 1988 will be achieved. Parts of
the complex, such as the nocturnal house, may be open to the public
considerably earlier than that, with the object of putting on display some of
the facilities as they become available. Also this will bring to the
attention of the community more readily what is occurring at Berry Springs Zoo
as it is a matter that does not seem to receive much attention and there does
not seem to be much community knowledge of what is going on there.
Acquisition of animal stock for the zoo will be a continuing process and
will take several years as a wide variety of species is involved and some
research will be necessary on the less common or infrequently held species.
The completion of the stock-holding block has meant that the collection can
commence as soon as experienced staff becomes available. At present,
4 full-time staff are employed, with assistance available from other areas of
the Conservation Commission as required.
When the complex is fully operational, it is expected that some 21 people
will be employed on the complete range of zoo activities. I take this
opportunity to commend formally the staff of the Conservation Commission who
are involved with the development of this complex, and to reaffirm the
government's commitment to the project. Recently, we were visited by a
gentleman who has a high interest in nature. I refer to Lord McAlpine, who is
particularly well known in the Broome area. In that area, Lord McAlpine has
carried out quite an amazing amount of work and the town is developing
dramatically. It is true that he has planted 100 mature boab trees around a
particular aviary and wildlife park development in the Broome area.
Mr SPEAKER: Order!
Western Australia.

The honourable minister is not responsible for

Mr HATTON: Thank you, Mr Speaker. The point that I wanted to make was
that, during a recent visit to the Northern Territory, Lord McAlpine went out
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of his way to comment on the excellent work that has been done and to convey
his excitement about our project.
I think that will be reflected by the
people of the Northern Territory as they see the project on public display.
Survey of Recreational Fishing in NT
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for PORTS and FISHERIES
Can he give details of the survey of recreational fishing in the Northern
Territory he announced is being carried out and can he say when a report is
expected to be made?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, members will be aware from press comments that we have been
conducting quite extensive work this year in trying to resolve the very
complex and difficult problems associated with the barramundi fishery in the
Northern Territory. The Northern Territory has been working for many years to
resolve the issue of recreational fishing and commercial fishing whilst
ensuring also that we can protect the long-term viability of the barramundi
stocks. They have been placed under increasing pressure as a consequence of
large amounts of commercial effort and increasing efforts in the recreational
fishery. Our preliminary research indicates that some 20% to 23% of the
effort in barramundi is actually coming from recreational fishermen.
The Task Force into the Barramundi Fishery which operated this year
clearly revealed a significant lack of knowledge and detail
in the
recreational fishery, and what effect it might be having on the total fishery.
We have commissioned a survey, partially funded by the Fishing Industry
Research and Development Trust Fund, to be carried out over a period of
2 years to obtain as close and detailed an assessment of the recreational
fishery as we can.
The services of a Mr W. Coburn have been obtained from the Department of
Community Development to investigate and report on all aspects of the
recreational
fishery in the Territory.
The report will contain
recommendations on the development and management of this resource in the
Territory for the benefit of international, interstate and local amateur
fishermen and businessmen connected with the industry.
As I mentioned, an allocation has been obtained from the Fishing Industry
Research and Development Trust Fund in the order of $60 000 and the survey, to
be carried out in 1986, will include ascertaining levels of participation in
the sport and its social and economic effect within the Territory. The
Department of Ports and Fisheries will carry out a series of roadside surveys
in 1986 to determine' catch rates etc. Mr Coburn will be contacting
organisations involved in recreational and commercial fishing to determine
their attitudes towards the development and management of the industry.
At the end of that survey, it would be the intention to develop management
procedures and practices that are necessary to ensure that, whilst
recreational fishing can and will continue as an important part of this
particular fishery, the species will not be brought under threat as a
consequence.
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Cost of Alice Springs to Darwin Railway
Mr BELL to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
I refer to his claim on Territory Extra this morning that $600m was an
exaggerated figure for the construction of the Alice Springs to Darwin
railway, and to the CIBC further preliminary figures which assumed, in 1985
dollars, a figure of $661m for construction of the railway. Can he now claim
that a figure of $600m for that construction is exaggerated?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, clearly a question on financial details of the construction of
the railway could be answered better by the Treasurer. However, I pointed out
in that interview that no firm costs could be established in relation to what
the final figure would be because many variations related to it, including the
type of material used in the construction, the specifications used, the
construction time, the rates of interest prevailing at the time, inflation
rates and so on. There are so many possible variations that I would not be
game to put any figure on it. Financial matters such as that are the province
of the Treasurer.
Income from Mereenie Pipeline
Mr VALE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
What level of income is expected to be generated into the Northern
Territory's coffers from royalties when the Mereenie pipeline opens in central
Australia?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, we have received increased royalty revenue into the Treasury
since production started at Mereenie over 12 months ago. Probably members
will be aware that revenue from oil production is related to the flow rates of
the oil which, in turn, is related to the type of field, methods of
extraction, the number of wells and so on. Until the oil pipeline was
commissioned in the last few days, although not opened, our royalty was
affected by the cost of transportation of the oil to a railhead at Alice
Springs where, for the period of the first year, it had to be transported by
road. This was significantly more expensive than transporting it by pipeline
and some allowance was made in our royalty rate for the additional expenses
the company incurred in that regard.
The last constraint on production levels, which affects the Northern
Territory levels of royalty, is the federal crude oil levy.
Profitability
from the Mereenie field is poor by comparison with the high-producing fields
of Bass Strait, around which the Commonwealth crude oil levy was designed
originally. When the production level reaches 5000 barrels per day - which is
no problem for the big fellows down south - the levy rises to more than
$7 for each barrel over 5000. With total production and transportation costs
well in excess of $20 per barrel, levy charges at something like $7 per
barrel, royalty charges to the Territory government and heavy capital
investment for servicing, it is not surprising that the producers at Mereenie
are reluctant to produce at levels which will attract that incremental royalty
rate which applies to production levels of more than 5000 barrels per day. It
is cheaper for Mereenie to leave the oil in the ground and lengthen the
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duration of activity in the field. Thus, the Territory's fortunes
influenced in this area by Commonwealth policy.

are

To be specific about the income to the Territory, during the 1984-85
financial year, royalty revenue from the field was $814 635, give or take a
few cents. Revenue for the first 4 months of this financial year exceeded
$765 000 and we expect revenue for the full year to lie in the range of $3.2m
to $4.3m.
It would be nice to have several of these little oil fields. In
future financial years, we expect revenue to run at between $5m and $6m per
year. Revenue projections are dependent on the sale price of Mereenie crude
and this is dependent upon the world market for petroleum and the strength of
the Australian dollar. My figures assume no change in those variables.
The project is certainly a big money-spinner for the Northern Territory.
In fact, when we consider that the gas content of the field is probably on the
same scale as the Palm Valley reservoir and that the numbers I have been
talking about relate to oil production only, we can really start to appreciate
the magnitude of this resource and its value to the people of the Territory
and the companies which are exploiting it.
Dog Problem
Mr DALE to the MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
During the last sittings of the Assembly, he undertook to take action
regarding uncontrolled dogs.
Following recent incidents in the northern
suburbs resulting in injuries to residents, what action has he taken?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this is a very serious matter. It has become more serious
over the last several weeks.
It appears that a day does not go by when
somebody is not bitten by a dog or harassed in some way by a dog. I spoke at
the last sittings about the member for Millner who had this particular
problem. It is not exclusive to his electorate nor to him personally.
Mr Ede:

Alice Springs.

Mr COULTER: Yes, Alice Springs has a problem, particularly with the town
council's boundaries.
It seems there is quite a bit of border crossing by
dogs in that electorate. They go through the Gap to the town camps
surrounding the area.
They become free again.
I have made some
administrative arrangements to enable dog catchers in Alice Springs to pursue
dogs out into the surrounding areas. This is proving somewhat effective.
Just recently, a Mr McGufficke was badly injured as a result of a dog
attack. I have been to the Chief Minister. Substantial amendments will be
made to the Dog Act to make it more enforceable and to take account of the
practical difficulties of enforcing that legislation. The major changes which
are to be made will be to treat every dog which is in a public place without a
registration tag as an unregistered dog and to provide for on-the-spot notices
to be issued to an owner where a dog has committed a minor breach as an
alternative to impounding it. There ~ill be no alligator clips on the ears
and the dog sent home with the fine tagged to it, but there will be meaningful
reform in this regard. I believe it can operate. It will be an offence for a
dog to be at large; that is, where a dog is not at its owner's residence or is
not under effective control. That has been defined. The draft is in final
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stages of preparation. When it is suitable, formal discussions will be held
with the canine organisations and associations, local councils and other
groups with an interest in this matter.
The problem has become so acute that I have gone to the Chief Minister to
ask for priority legislation in this regard. I have had it moved forward on
the legislation list. I believe that, in the next sittings, we will be able
to introduce this legislation. I hope that it has the support of all members,
particularly in our trade, because it is an occupational hazard for us all.
Ti Tree Shootings
Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
In the adjournment debate last night, he made a bitter attack on the call
by central Aboriginal organisations for a judicial inquiry into the Ti Tree
killings.
In particular, he castigated them for 'waiting 5! years before
making this call'. Is it true that, as the case has been sub judice for
virtually that whole period, the organisations were acting quite properly in
waiting until the case was settled? How does he justify taking advice from
the Police Commissioner before deciding on whether to launch a judicial
inquiry into the activities of police?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I would just like to put the record straight. I did not make
a bitter attack on people. I was not referring to the Ti Tree killings. As I
heard it, the member just said 'killings'. As I understand it, 1 person was
killed. In respect of advice I take, I will take it from those members of the
public service who I believe will give me correct and proper advice and lead
the government to do things that are legal and proper at all times.
Video Classifications
Mr D.W COLLINS to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
What is the current position on the classification of videos, restricted
areas and other related matters?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, members will recall we passed legislation through this
Assembly not long ago, part of the provisions of which required that an
agreement be entered into between the Northern Territory government and the
Commonwealth for the latter to act as our film censorship board. It is a
practice adopted in the states so that we do not have 7 or 8 censorship
systems in the country. The Commonwealth-Northern Territory agreement has not
been able to be signed because the Commonwealth must first amend some customs
regulations to accommodate the agreement. Of course, we would all appreciate
that the bureaucracy down there runs pretty slowly.
Under that legislation, there was a requirement for X and R-rated video
material to be displayed in a separately enclosed area within a video outlet.
Over the past several months, the federal government has had a joint select
committee of federal parliament considering the very future of the likes of
X and R-rated material. That joint select committee has not reported yet. It
is hard to know exactly what it will do. Rumour has it that it will ban
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X-rated material from coming into Australia. There has been a suggestion that
it should ban R-rated material as well. That would not go down too well. It
may allow material into the country if the states legislate along the lines
that we legislated so that X-rated material is displayed separately. At the
present time, I have declined to enforce those sections of the legislation
which compel video outlets to have a separate area because it would be most
improper for us to insist upon them going to that expense if, indeed, in the
not-too-distant future, it was decided that they could not even trade in some
of these classifications at all.
The final stages of a publicity campaign are being prepared on the subject
of educating the community as to what the various classifications mean,
particularly to educate parents on exactly what the G, PG and M ratings really
mean. To that extent, we have had a TV advertisement made which must run the
gauntlet of the Film Censorship Board and the Federation of Australian
Commercial Television Stations which might give us a hard time on it. I am
awaiting word from them now.
Ti Tree Shootings
Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
I refer him to my previous question. Will he agree to refer this matter
to the Attorney-General who is the chief law officer of the Northern
Territory.
ANSWER
No, I will not be referring it to the Attorney-General.
Alice Springs Oil Spillage
Mr VALE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
My question follows recent publicity in Alice Springs about a so-called
oil spillage into the Todd River from the Alice Springs power-house. What
steps has NTEC taken to clean up the oil spillage and prevent a similar
occurrence?
ANSWER
I have been advised that traffic in the vicinity of the Alice Springs
power-station apparently caused an underground pipe to fracture. This was not
realised until oil began seeping through the ground. By that time, some
3000 L of distillate had escaped. That is the pollution to which the member
refers. NTEC sought advice from the Water Division and a number of inspection
holes were dug in the area to locate the spilled distillate. Where such
distillate was discovered, it was pumped out of the soil and the remaining
affected soil was removed.
Recently, another patch of contaminated soil was discovered near the drain
outlet on the Todd River bank when water in the area evaporated, exposing the
affected area. NTEC took immediate steps to engage a contractor to clean up
the area, and again sought expert advice from the Water Division. All
previous inspection holes were reopened and another detailed examination of
the area undertaken.
Distillate is still being pumped out of one of these
inspection holes.
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While this particular problem was directly related to a fractured
underground pipe, NTEC has been concerned for some time that open industrial
drains in the area may be inadequate. Accordingly, NTEC engaged private
consultants to draw up specifications for construction of additional oil traps
and for extension of the concrete lining to some of these drains. Steps have
been taken to install special oil-absorbing ropes into existing drains. These
ropes, as their name implies, absorb any oil entering the industrial drains
and prevent it travelling further.
I should explain that, under normal circumstances, any spillages from NTEC
tanks are directed to holding ponds. Only the clear water on top of the
holding ponds is directed into drains which lead to the Todd River. The use of
oil-absorbing rope and the additional work to be carried out are designed to
further strengthen preventative measures aimed at ensuring oil from holding
ponds does not enter these drains. NTEC is continuing to monitor the
situation, working closely with the Water Division, and I assure members that
NTEC will take the necessary steps to minimise any further problems.
Industrial Dispute at Alice Springs Prison
Mr VALE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Can he advise on the current status of the industrial
the prison officers in Alice Springs?

dispute concerning

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the industrial dispute at Alice Springs continues. The prison
officers met at 8 o'clock this morning and decided to withdraw their labour.
I would like to commend the senior prison officers who are administering the
prison at the moment. I can assure members from Alice Springs that they are
in no danger at all. There are no security problems within the prison as a
result of the strike.
I would like to mention that this strike is in direct contravention of an
agreement which was struck on January this year. The union and the Prison
Officers Association are the co-signatories to this particular agreement which
simply says that, whilst procedures are under way for conveying a grievance to
the government, employees are to remain on the job. If such agreements cannot
last even for 12 months, it does not offer us much in terms of industrial
harmony in the Northern Territory. I am saying to the prison officers that,
if they have a grievance, they ought to go back to work while we have a look
at it.
While I am on this subject, we were to have talked about the Apsey Report
at this sittings. Unfortunately, it looks like it may now be postponed until
March. At the heart of this dispute is an issue of demarcation which has
arisen because a woman was working on number 3 post, which is the main gate of
the prison.
Apsey says this on page 271: 'Experience throughout Australia and the
world has demonstrated that female prison officers have been employed to great
advantage in male and female prisons'. He goes on in some detail to outline
the advantages of female prison officers who must undergo the same rigorous
training as the male officers. He recommends that women should be welcomed as
applicants for all prison officer positions in both male and female sections
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of the prison and the position should be filled on the basis of selecting the
most suitable candidate without reference to sex. He also said that a clear
policy should be developed which defines those very limited areas of prison
officer work which should not be undertaken by female prison officers. An
example is strip-searching males. I have seen with my own eyes the effect
that women can have on male prisoners and I believe they go a long way towards
promoting good conduct. The number 3 gate is not considered to be a position
of high risk. In fact, there is a senior prison officer on duty with the
female prison officer. The other staff - the superintendent, his deputy and
the chief prison officer - sit adjacent to the main gate in this courtyard
area.
I still believe that this is a non-negotiable issue. The government is an
equal opportunity employer and we will not allow any discrimination in this
regard. This wildcat strike - and that is all it can be described as - is a
flagrant breach of section 7 of the 38-hour week agreement which was set in
January of this year'.
Another condition that the prison officers asked for was guaranteed
overtime. No award that I know of will guarantee any overtime. This
government has paid out over $112 000 in overtime at the Alice Springs Prison
in the last 9 pay weeks. I believe that we must go back to the agreement that
was signed by the parties in January of this year, and then resolve these
particular issues.
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WRITTEN QUESTIONS- NOT ANSWERED BY 27 MARCH 1986

4 JUNE 1985

Freight and Related Costs Inquiry

10.

MrSMITH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
/

1.

What action has been taken by the government on part 1 of the
report of the Inquiry in~o Freight and Related Costs which
was tabled on 1 March 1984?

2.

What further action is being considered?

3. What action has been taken or is being ~onsidered in respect
of Part 2 of the report of that inquiry which was tabled on
30 August 1984?
20 AUGUST 1985
19.

Court Proceedings - Northern Territory
Government

Mr B. COLLINS to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
,/

1. Since self-government, in what proceedtngs has the Northern
Territory-government been involved before either the High
Court or the Federal Court?
2.

In respect of each proceedings, what was the c~st to the
government?

18 MARCH 1986
53.

Education Programs -,NTD Channel 8

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
What is the cost to the _Northern Territory government of the
education. programs shown by NTD Channel 8 in the last school
semester, 1985?
61.

Tourist CODIDission- Payroll

\..

.

Pre~aration

Mr SMITH to MINISTtR for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS and TOURISM
,1.

Whi ch company has the contract for payroll. preparati on and
processing for the Tourist Commission?

2. What is the period of the contract?
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3.

Were expressions of interest or tenders called before this.
was awarded?

~contract

Aboriginal

64.

C~mmunity

Funding

Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENt
1.

What amounts were provjded for Town Management . Public
Utilities (TMPU) funding of each Aboriginal community for
1984...;85?

2.

What amounts were specifically allocated for fuel costs for
electricity generation ·on each Aboriginal community for
1984:-85?

3.

What amounts were provided for TMPU funding to each comm'unity
for 1985-86?

4.

How much have the amounts of the allocations in 3 above been
reduced pursuant to the new poliGyof 'user pays' for
essential services?
liquor - Revenue,
,
Rehabilitation and Preventative Programs

65.

Mr EDE to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS and TOURISM
1.

What annual income does the Liquor Commi ss i on of the Northern
Territory generate?

2.

How much does the Northern Territory government spend: on:

\

.

(a)

rehabilitation programs for alcoholic$; and

'(b)

preventative programs in relation to alcohol use?

66.

Sporting Bodies - Grants

Mr EDE to MINISTER for YOUTH, SPORT, RECREATION and
ETHNIC AFFAIRS
What are the specific details of approved grants to sporting
organisations and associations throughout the Northern Terr,itory
for 1984-8~ and for 1985-86, with particular reference to:
/

(a)

the name df each organisation Or association;

(b)

their base

(c)

the amount granted; and

(d)

purpose of grant?

c~ntre

and the region they cover;
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Overseas Visits by Office-holders'

14.

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

Since 1 January 1984, How many trips. finan.ced by the
government. have ,been taken outside Australia
by
office-holding members of the Legislative Assembly?

2.

In respec,t of each of those trips - (a) which member was
involved; (b) by whom was the member accompanied; (c) when
and where did the member go; and (d) what was the total cost'
of the trip to the gov~rnment?

3.

In respect of each of the financial years 1982-83, 1983-84
and 1984-85, what amounts 'were paid out to each
office-holding member' of the Assembly for travell ing
allo,wance including full details covering total payouts and
any subsequent reimbursements from members?

ANSWER

See following 5 pages'.

,

\
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ANSWERS TO PARTS 1 AND 2
JANUARY 1984 TO SEPTEMBER 1985
):>

:z
V'l

ACCOMPANIED BY

MEMBER

PURPOSE

DATES

DESTINATION

COSTING
,-$-

:e:
fT1
;:0

V'l

-i

Hon. I.L. Tuxworth

Ms Cheryi Burnett
(ministe~ial officer)

Inspection of
gas conversion

8/4/84
TO
11/4/84

Auckland,
New Plymouth,
'New Zealand

4662

0

=c::
...,
V'l

-i

......

0

:z

Hon; D.W. Manzie

w

Mrs Manzie and
Ms Robyn Burns
(~infsterial officer)

Loca,l Government
Ministers Conference

17/4/84
TO
19/4/84

Rotorua,
New Zealand

MrJohn Tarca
(ministerial officer)

Promotion of gas
pipeline

16/5/84
TO
21/5/84

Singapore, Paris,
Munich" Brussels

18 783

Hon. N.M. Dondas

Mr Kelvin Rae,
Mr Peter Murphy
(ministerial officers)
Mr Steve Hatton MLA

Assess future potential
de~elopm~nt and labour
relations

29/5/84
TO
2/6/84

Singapore, Brunei,
Christmas Island

10 106,

Hon. N.M. Dondas

Dr Fleming,
Fl emi ng and
Mr Kelvin Rae
(ministerial officer)

Discussions on matters
relating to health and
also to attend the
commissioni,ng ceremony
of the HMAS Darwfn

27/6/84
TO
31/7/84

Greece, Cyprus,
United States,
H()ng Kong, Singapore

33 025

Mr Purich (spouse)

Australian
Counci 1

2/7/84
TO
8/7/84

Wellington, Mt Cook,
Christchurch

3158

Ho~.

I.L. Tuxworth

0\
0"1

~lrs

Mrs Padgham-Purich

/

I

Environm~ntal

6095

' V'l
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JANUARY 1984 TO SEPTEMBER 1985
)::>

:z
::;;::

(j')

MEMBER

ACCOMPANIED BY

PURPOSE

DATES

DESTINATION

COSTING
_$-

Hon. I.L. Tuxworth

M.r Syd Savi 11 e,
'Mr Barry Coulter~
Mr Jo~n Hickman, . .
Mr; Dic~Slacksmith,
Mr Tony Horgan,
Mr Erick Morg\aard,
Mr Graeme Bevis,
(ministerial officer)

,lI;quaculture industry

Hqn. I. L. Tuxworth

Mr McHel)ry, Mr Ryan, .
Mr Flannery
(ministerial Officer)

Official ministerial
business

7/1/85
TO
10/1/85

Singapore

Hon. T. Harris

Mrs Harris and
daughter

Ministers Conference

19/1/85
TO
30/1/85

Christchurch,
Queenstown,
Auckl and NZ

5148

Hon. I.L. Tuxworth

Mr Syd Savi.1l eand
filrs Savi 11 e,
Mrs Tuxworth

Official ministerial
business

30/1/85
TO
5/2/85

Singapore
(via Perth),
Kota Kinabalu

13 775

Hon. M.B. Perron

Mr N. Hawthorne
(ministerial officer)

Attending the 14th
Australian Minerals
and Energy Council
Conference

1,2/3/85
TO
16/3/85

We 11 i ngto l1 ,
New Zealand

4/7/84

Thailand

11910

TO.

(.oj

(j')

-I
0
.0

c:::
rr'1

10/7 /84

(j')

-I

.....

!

0'\
'-J

rr'1
::>:l

0

:z
(j')

10 012

5435
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'"z
(/)

MEMBER

ACCOMPANIED~BY

PURPOSE

DATES

DESTINATION

:::;;::

COSTING

1"11
:::0
(/)

_$-

-I

Hon. N.M. Dondas

Mr Ian McIntosh
,(Press officer)

Discussions with
Japanese offi ci al s
on , tourism

13/3/85
TO
29/3/85'

Singapore,
To~yo, Hong Kong

Official ministerial
business

16/3/85
TO
24/3/85

Vancouver, Toronto,
Seattle, Los Angeles

Investigate overseas
-'fi sheries

24/4/85
TO
7/5/85

27429
Singapor~, Tokyo,
Anchorage, Aa 1borg, ,
~ondon, San Francisco
San Diego

a

16 667

=c:

1"11

(/)

-I
.....
0

z

Hon. B.f. Coulter

w

10 707

Hon. S.P. Hatton

Mr Brian Daly
(ministerial officer)

Hon. ,I. L. Tuxworth

Hon. M. Perron,
Mr M. Lauer,
Mr Lex Silvester, .~
Mr Adam Gordon and
~1r John Tarca
(ministerial 9fficer)

Di scus,si ons on
off-shore gas matters'

8/5/85
TO
14/5/85

Korea, Japan

21 345

Hon. N.M. Dondas

Mr Ray McHenry.
Mr Kelvin- Rae
(ministerial officer)

Investigate. trade
development zones

15/5/85
TO

South east Asia,
UK, USA

27 508

0'1

co

(/)
~-
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ACCOMPJI.NI ED BY

MEMBER
,

~

PURPOSE

DATES

DESTINATION

COSTING

Hon. M.B. Perron

Mr N. Hawthor,ne
(ministerial officer)
I

Official
business

Visit America to hold
discussions on Free
Trade Zones and inspect
casinos and to Isle of
~1an for CPA Conference.
To Denmark to ~ttend a
fishing conference.

'W
0"1
\0

)

Bob Collins

'

i

Mr. Bob Coll ins

Mr~

ministe~ial

~

Official business

15/9/85
TO
19/9/85
2/9/84
TO
9/10/84

29/6/85
TO

Hong Kong, Seoul

USA, London,
Isle of Man,
De~nmark

Nandi, Suva

2115

6/7/95
The following qual ifications to answers for parts2(b) and 2(d) should be noted:
1.

The names listed as accompanying th~ members/-ci.-re taken directly from aepartmental records. It may be that
others have accompanied the members, however, if they are not included in our records or paid for by this
department, they will not be on the attached tables.
-

2_.

The majority of travel expenditure withi,n this department, other than air fares, is met by wi!y of American
Express corporate credit cards. Because of this system, itis not always possible or practical to allocate
travel expenditure to a specific'trip.

:e:
fT1
(/)

~
<::)

3654
~ (paid to
date)
12 236

(/)

:;>::J

_$-

'0,

:z

.0

c::
fT1

(/)

-I

'

.......
<::)
:z
(/)

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

ANSWERS TO PART 3,
AMOUNTS PAID OUT TO 'EACH OFFICE-HOLDING MEMBER OF THE ASSEMBLY
FOR TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE INCLUDING FULL DETAILS COVERING TOTAL
, PAYOUTS AND ANY'SUBSEQUENT REIMBURSEMENTS FROM MEMBERS

OFFICE-HOLDING MEMBER

1982-83
$

1984-85
/$

/ TOTAL
$

500

300

1110

1910

2009

2000

2430

6439

550

550

Han. 1. Tuxworth
Hon. N. Dondas

1983-84
$

Hon. M. Perron
Hon. J. Robertson

300

300
967

Hon. T. Harris
Hon. D. Manzie

967
300

300

Hon. S. Hatton

750

750

Hon. B. Coulter

1090,

1090

-

1975

Hon. P. Everingham

1975

Hon. R. Steele
Hon.

N. Padgham-Purich

Mr. B. Colli ns
TOTAL

650

650
",

-

Nil

Nil

5434

2600

242

242

3900

3900

11 039

19 073

The above table lists details of the amounts of overseas
travell ing :=-a11owances andreimoursements paid to each of the
office-holding members of the Assembly for the financial years
1982-83, 198'3-84 and 1984-85.
-,
The majority of travel expenditure within this department is met
by way of American Express ~orporate credit cards and not cash
travelling allowance payments.
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1~

NOVEMBER 1985

Caravan Park Surveys

28.

Mr BELL to MINISTER for HOUSING
1. Does the Northern. Territory Housing Commission or any other
,Northern Territory government department or authority survey
caravan parks to determine - (a) rates charged Tor Vans and
for sites; (b) whether residents are long term tenants or
tourists; (c) if caravan dwellers live in them by choice or
because they are unable to obtain permanent housing; and
(d) the proportion of caravan park dwellers listed with the
Northern Territory Housing Commission?
2.

If such surveys are carried out~ will the minister table(a) the raw data; and (b) reports thereon?
/

ANSWER
1.

(a) Yes.
The NT Tourist
information biannually.

".

Commission

collects this

.

(b) Yes. In'formation on caravan sites occupied by permanent
residents was collected in a survey on behalf .of the NI
Tourist Commission conducted in 1981.

2.

c)

No.

(d)

No.

(a) No. The raw data was for the large part collected on ..
the basis that it would remain confidential. It would
theref6rebe inappropriate for the material to be tabled
in the A~sembly~
(b) A copy of such. a· report has been provided to the
honourable member and copies are available upon request
from t~e Legislative Assembly Inquiries office.

31.

Making of. Publications.

Mr,SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
L

How many sets of mate~ial'includin~~ (a) the.Chief Minister's
budget speech~ (b) statement on the establishment of a
university; (c) Northern Territory submission on the review
of domestic aviation~ (d) statement on the Alice Springs to
Darwin railway; (e) statement on government commitment to
tourist
development projects; .and ·(f) statement on
constitutional devel()pment~ w'ere sent out by the' Chief
Minister in late August and early September?
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2.

How much did .it cost to prepare, produce and mail out this
material?

ANSWER
I."- 1952 sets of m~terial, i.e. budget speech and ministerial
statements, were circulated.
2.

The cost of reproduction and postage of the material was
$11 191.00.
Peko Goldmine

32.' '

Mr EDE to MINISTER for MINES and ·ENERGY,
I

'-,

'"

/

1.' At the Peko Wallsend Goldmine at Warregoduring the period
from October 1981 to June 1985 -

2.

3.

a.

what tests for mercury levels in blood, urine or the
atmosphere have been carried out by 'government
,instrumentalities on people who are, or have been,
working in the Warrego goJd rooms or the gold room,
apart from those tabled in th~ Legislative Assembly on
28 August 1985;

b.

what were the results of· these tests; and _.

c.

when were the results of'those te§tssupplied' to the
Department of Mines and Energy and what action did the
department take as a result?

Tests carried out by the Department of Mines and Energy on
29 October 1981 showed mercury vapour 1eve 1s varying between
3 and 11 times those set by the National Health and Medical
Research Centre. Were any further tests,comparable with the
National Health and Medical Research Centre Threshold Limit
Valties carried out a.

when the furnace was operating. between 29 October 1981
and September. 1984; and if so
.

b.

what were the results of those tests?

Were any tests carried out byPeko Wallsend or any other non
government instrumentalities between October 1981 and July
1985 - .
a.supplied to the Department of Mines and Energy; and,if
so "
b.

when were the'tests carried out;- and

c.

what were the results?
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4.

The District Insp~ctor at Tennant Cree~ was transferred on
18\October 1981, 6 days after he ,had notified the Chief
Government Mining Engineer of"a suspected mercury poisoning
case, why was he not replaced until May 198,4?

51.

Give~ that tests carr,ied out by Department of Mines and
Energy on 27 October 1984 produced results 3 to 6 times the'
NHR~C Threshold Limit Values -

a.
b.

6.

I

were any further tests carried out between that date and
7 June 1985;"
. 1\
what were the tests;

c.

when al'ld what ~ere the test resul ts ; 'and

d.

if no tests were made, why?
,
,

'

Given the report by the Chief' Occupational Hygienist in
December 1982 stating that following a vislLto Warrego, he'
'rang the manager at Warrego at 1330 hours to ~~~~~~ him of
the test results" and was informed that 'both men had been
removed from'the gold room', specifically, '
a.
.h.

what tests were being referred to,
/ carri edou~ and what were the results;

when were' ,they

nave either of the men been subsequent.ly re-emp 1oyed in
the' gold room and, if so, what, ,special' testing
'-, arrallgements have been put in place to ensure their good
hegTth ; and
'

,

c." what tests or inspections were carried out by" the
Departme,nt of Mines and Energy staff or government
i nstrumetlt~ll i ties between the/ remova 1 of these men from
the_gold 'room and late 19841
.\

7.

Given ,that' the December 1982 re;;ults led to the removal.of
2 men from the gold rooll) and that the correspondence and Mlne
Record Book show no specific reference to the gold room ,and
mercury levels there from that date to July 1984. what action
was taken by departrriental' , offiGers in relation to mercury
levels durihg that period?

,ANSWER

,,
.
Results of all mercury vapour in airslamples collected by the
Department of Mines and Ehergywere tabled in 'the Legislative
Assembly, on 29 August, 1985; No tests were carried out by
other,government
instrumentalities.
.'
',,'
'

1.

,

The Department of Mines and Energy has at no time collected
biochemitalsamples'(blood .or urine) for an indication of
exposure to occupational hazards. This requires, specialised
"expertise, 'which, the, department does not possess. At any
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time in the past when biochemical sampl{ng has been
indicated, the' company has arranged for this to be carried
out by a doctor or suitably qual ified nu~sing sister.
2.

The only samples co 11 ected by DME between 29 October 1981 and
September 1984 were those the results of which were tabled on
28 August 1985. Itwas not recorded whether or not the
furnace was operating during the periods of the tests;

3. The following tests are those carried out by Peko 'Wallsend
tietween October 1981 and July 1985 on the date indicated.
DATE

RESULTS

Sampled

mg Hg/m 3

DATE NOTED

NOTES

by- DME (app.rox)

10/7/82

air 0.0020.03
*clothingO.02-0.05

22/7/82

22/7/82

air 0.03
*clothfng 0.07

22/7/82

Instantaneolis
readings

The above results were noted in the weekly report by the mine
manager in the mine record book. **
9/5/85 BelowNH&MRC
TLV 1imits '

9/5/85

Mercury Sniffer
Tests
carried
out
by
DME
request.
Witnessed by DME
Officer.

24/7/85

**

20/8/85

Instantaneous
readings

31/7/85

**

21/8/85

Instantaneous
readings

Peko's consultants Kuttner Collins and Partners carried out a
number of tests for mercur)l in air in late May 1985.,

*

This is a measure of vapour emanating from protective
c1othi,ng (eg 1eather aprons) worn by employees during
some opera~ions.

** Copies are available upon request from the Legislative
Assembly Inquiries office.
'
'
The department requested acopypfi the consultants report on
30 July 1985 which was supplied on a confidential basis,
hence results from this report are not supplied.
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In' addition, the results of Peko's routine monitoring
programme for mercury in blood and mercury in urine carried
out over the past 5 years were supplied .to th~ department in
August 1985 at the department's request. *Details of these
results have been provided to the honourable member.
Examination of these results by DME technical staff indicates
inconsistencies in both standards a~plied and in the unit~·in
which the results are expressed. .Further work is being done
in tracing these analyses back to the laboratories concerned,
the results of which will not be available for sometime.
.

.

is, however, significant_ that a· programme of testing
employees for mercurY'in blood and mercury in urine carried
out by Peko over a 4-week period in September 1985, under
strictly controlled conditions showed that all' employees
tested ·were well below the recommended limits for both
parameters.
It

* Copies are available upon request from the Legislative
Ass~mbly Inquiries office.
4.

Background
The District Inspector referred to in this question was
employed after an extensive recruitment campaign. This
department could not find a~.Mfning Engineer to fill the
position and this person, on the basts of his practical
experience, was ·~ppointedas· a Senior Technical Officer,
under the supervision of the Government Mining Engineer of
Alice Springs •
. 'When the Distri ct Inspector was transferred from. Tennant
Creek .the Government Mining Engineer at Alice Springs
con~ucte~inspections in the Tennant Creek area.
Fro)l1. November 1981 occupational hygiene aspects of the gold
rOQmatmosphereand work place were inspected by the Chief
Occupational Hygienist and! his. branch.
.
Det~ils

of action taken to replace the District Mines
Ihspector for Tennant Creek areas follows:

Date-'
18/12/81

11/1/82

Action
/

.

Notification was given by the Chief Government
Mining Engineer to the Dir.ector ofM,ines of an
overseas application for" a position in the
department. He appeared suitable for Tennant
Creel<. The Director indicated an intention to
. adverti se.
Request toA'cImini strati on Offi-cer from Chi ef
Government Mining Engineer to advertise for
the position of Mining Engineer 3 (Tennant
Creek) •
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10/2/82
13/3/82
26/4/82
15/10/82
29-30/10/82
4/11/82
22/11/82
2/83
7/3/83
8/4/83
.5/8/83
4/10/83
24/11/83
8/12/83

16/1/84
19/1/84
23/1/84

27/1784
3/3/84
28/2/84
29/3/84
7/5/84
28/5/84
12/6/84

Position not advertised due tQ budget
restraints.
Advertised throughout -Australia (Weekend
Australian, West Australian, Brisbane Courier
Mail, Sydney Morning Herald, NT News).
3 app 1i cants, a11 overseas ,were assessed by
Chjef Government Mining Engineer.
Memo to Recruitment Officer to advertise
position of Mining Engineer 3 (Tennant Creek)
in weekend papers.
Position advertised.
Position advertised in Public Service Gazette.
10 applications were received, 3 fr'om
overseas.
Assessment of applicants by Chief .Government
Mining Engineer, 3 recommended for interview.
Interview carr.iedout. .' Only
suitable
applicant woQld only accept position~f in
Alice Springs. . .
.
Offer of position, based in Alice Springs,
.
sent to successful applicant.
Offer to appointment rejected/by applicant.
File 'note advising position not to b.e
adve~tised at this time.
Request to Recruitment Officer to advertise
position of Mining Engineer 3 at Tennant
Creek.
Position advertised in Public Service Gazette.
Request for approval to advertise vacancy in
medfa.
Justifkation· for request read:
'Unlikely that suitably qualified applicant
wi 11 be found from with i n the NTPS. The
departmentllas. experienced extreme difficulty
over the past 3 years in attracting suitably
quarified experienced Mining Engineers '.
2 applicants 'interviewed for position.
Recommendation made.
Recommended applicanJadvised by phone that he
was
unavai>lable'
for
position.
A
recommendation was made to interview another
applicant.
Applicant interviewed and found unsuitable!
Re-advertised in NT Public Service Gazette.
2 applicants were interviewed.
Offer of position sent to successful
applicant.
_
District Mines Inspector commenced work.
Appointment notified in NT Public Service
.
Gazette.

5. There' is no record of the department carrying out 'any tests
on 27 October 1984. They did however, carry' out tests on
4 September. 1984, from which the results were' similar to
thos.e mentioned. As a result of these tests, certain
\

376

I

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

directions were given to the company regarding increased
observance of personal hygiene rules, and the area inspected
again on 12 October. Detailed answers are:
(a)

Yes. Further tests wet:'e carried out in May 1985 by the
company at the request of the District Governm~nt Mining
Engineer.

(b) MercurJ sniffer tests.
(c) The tests were taken by the Peko Chief Chemist and were
witnessed by the Government Mining Engineer who reported
'Readings did not exceed the NH&MRC TLV's'.
(d)
6.

Not applicable.

(a)

Unfortunately owing to the typographical omission of a
date from the, document, tabled on 28 August; 1985 in the,
\ Legislative As~embly,the above actions ~ppeared to have
taken place in December 1982. .However, the paragraph as '
quoted above should have been headed with the date
'September 1984' •
Therefore, the results of the
sampling referred to were those of September 3-7, 1984
as detailed under the Bnswer to question 2 tabled
previously. A copy of the relevant page from the tab1.ed
document with the correct date-has been provided to th'E!
honourable member.*

(b)

A copy of the 'file note referring to this occasion has
also been provided.* Company reports that neither man
has been re-employed in the gold room at W~rrego.

(c) Tests wer,e carried out as per papers tabled on 28 August
1984.
* Copies are available upon request from the Legislative
Asse~bly Inquiries office.
7. As the visit from the Chief Occupational

Hygienist

took

~!~~~s/i~ t~:Pt~~~~~al19~i'2(n~!nDe~~~~e\~~82~or~e ~~~~~i~~

September of that year after Departmf,!nt of Mines and Energy
tests of the air had indicated possible exposure to elevated
mercury levels. This insPE!ciion took place on 4 September,
a~ter which directives concerning improved hygiene observance
were made.
The area was inspected again'-by District Mining En~i.neer. on
12 October and he found 'General area appeared clean ~nd
house keeping good.'
The area was checked again by the District Mining Engineer,
in company with the company's Chief Chemist, and tested on
9 May 1985. The results were below the NH&MRC TLV limits.
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Myilly Point Housing

33.

Mr. B. COLLINS to MINISTER for HOUSING
1.

What are the policy details .and arrangements for the
. allocation of public housing in the Myilly Point area?
,

\

2.

In the MYilly Point area what are a.

the number of Housing Commission houses in the area;

b.

the names, posHions and gradings of officers occupying
these houses (if a constraint exists on releasing names
and positions, a list of departments and gradings is
requested);

c.

the criteria for allocating these houses;

d.

the levels of rent charged on each house; and

e.

the changes that may have occurred in the allocation
criteria since 1 January 1984?

ANSWER
1.

Public housing allocations on Myilly Point are made as
temporary hous
i ng on a short term caretaker tenancy bas i s-•
.
/

-

2.

a.

There are 13 Housing Commission houses in the area. 5
of these dwellings will be purchased and removed by
private contractors. 6 will be relocated to othe!
Housing Commission properties and reused. The remaining
2 will be demolished on site. This work is scheduled
for completion by the end of 1986.

b.

5 houses are currently va,cant. 8 houses are occupied by
staff from the following departments:

/

Treasury

Executive E5

Community Development

Executive E4
Executive E2

Law \

Stipendiary Magistrate

Police

Polic~ Serge~nt Class 3

Health

-

Chief Minister

I

Special ist (Anaesthetics)
Social Worker Class 3
Executive E6.
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\

c.

d.

Allocations are made
caretaker tenancies.
housing allocations on
eligible executives of

Rents vary according to the amenity of the dwelling.
Fortnightly rent charged for each of the 8 occupied
. dwe 11 i hgs is as fo 11 ows :
Address
Forthightly Rent
Lot
Lot
Lot
Lot
Lot
Lot
Lot
Lot

e.

on the basis of short term
Prior to November 1984 public
Myilly Point were restricted to
E4 and above.

4114
2420
4866
3843
4867
4836
4835
4834

(1) Myilly Terrace

(10) Myilly Terrace

(13) MyiJly
(16)-Myilly
(17) Myi,lly
(19) Myilly
(21),Myilly
(23) Myilly

Terrace
Terrace
Terrace
Terrace
Terrace
Terrace

$216
$216
$216
$195
. $227
$216
$246
$246

In November 1984 changes in allocations criteria occurred
with the dwe 11 i ngs to be offered to non execut i ve s ta ff on
the basis that there were no entrenched. rights for these
tenants to be allocated executive housing on a permanent
basis.
\
Tennant Creek/Barkly Highway Connector Road

35.

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS and HOUSING
What are the details of the: proposed Tennant Creek/Barkly Highway
connector road. inc 1udi ng [
a.

the length of the proposed connector road;

b.

the number of kilometres by which it will reduce the
present Tennant Creek/Mount Isa road journey;

c.

whether it is proposed to seal the road now or in the
future;
.

d;

when work wi 11 commence on the road; and
/"

,;

e. will construction of the p~oposed connector road lead to a
reduced commitment to maintain the existing Three Ways/Barkly
Highway strip of road?

ANSWER
a.

I wou ld 1i ke to c1ari fy the scope of work' i nvo 1ved in the
construction of the connector road from the Barkly Highway to
Tennant Creek. The budgetary allocation of $3.9m was
unfortunate 1y an incorrect fi gure and related to a road of
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somewhat higher standard than that proposed. ' This allocation
has been amended to the correct figure of $0.5m which will be
used to construct a road 58 km in length.
b.

The intention underlying the project is to induce some
deviation of traffic from the Barkly Highway into Tennant
Creek, thus pl"omoting tourist development in the region. At
the same time the road 'IIi 11 reduce by 9km the present
Tennant
Creek/Mt Isa road journey.
,-

c.

The amount proposed is seen as a basic requirement. only,
enablirig asse~sment to be made of the derived b~nefits and
does not include sealing the road at this time. Any further
allocation of funds to improve the facility would be based
upcin this assessment.
.
,

/

d.

" construction works will begin late
It is expected that actual
in the financial year.

-

\~',

e. ,Maintenance of the proposed connector road will be undertaken
on the local roads maintenance program in future year's. The
existing Barkly Highway is to remain as a National Highway
and will be maintained as such.
Credit Cards

45.

Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

What are the 'criteria for determining which publ ic servants
and ministerial officers are eligible to receive credit cards
for use in charging official expenses?

2.

How many- (a) public servants; and (b) ministerial officers,
currently have credit'cards issued by the government?
_
,

. 3.

What guidelines are given to public servants and mi~isterial
offi cers on -~ (a) the type of expenses; and (b) the 1imit- of
expenses, that can be incurred on government supplied credit
cards?

4.

In the 1984-85 financial year, what ~as the total amount of
money 'paid out to' meet credit card accounts held by (a) public servants; and (b) ministerial officers?

ANSWER
"-

I. Public Servants - issued at discretion of Chief Executive
Officer. Ministerial Officers - issue subject to mini'sterial
approyal.

2.

(a)

41 .

.( b)

13
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3.

(a)

Official use only.

(b)

No 1imi ts imposed other /than (i)
(i i)
(iH)
(iv)

4.

Education
Ports and Fisheries
Police
Port Authority

(a)

$101 054.28

(b)

$22 429.00 .

$300.00
$300.00
$1500.00
$300.00

. Crown \ Land, Borroloola'

46.

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER\for LANDS
In respect of the recent Notice of Determination under the Crown.
Lands Act gazetted on 16 October 1985 relating to Lots 423 and
410 and adjoining Crown Land at Borroloola - has the adjoining
vacant Crown land been valued by the Va 1uer-Genera 1; if so, .at·
what figure was the land valued? Were tenders called for. the.
a~quisition/purchase of the adjoining Crown Land; if so, give
details •.
ANSWER.

The area in question has been offered to the Borroloola Inn Pty.
Ltd.! to enable the company to extend its existing tourist
facilities on lots 4JO and 423, Borroloola.
1.

The Valuer-General assessed the current market value of the
vacant Crown land to be $10 000 if consolidated'with lots 410
and 423. The company was offered the land at th'is price,
'subject to the surrend~r of its ~xisting titles.

2.

No expressions of intere$t were called to develop the area,
as the vacant Crown land in question is 2 separate areas to
the rear anp sou~hern / side of lot 423" intersected by
lot 410. The most appropriate use of the land is as· stated
in·the Gaz~tte Notice.
.

Mereenie.and Palm Valley Gas Project

47.

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY,
1.

What is the tbta 1 amount of gas cont\"acted for by NTEC from
both the Palm Valley Joint Venture I. and the Mereenie Joint

... Venture?
2.

What are the currently' estimated NTEC I most probable I · gas
requirements on a year-by-year basis from the first
contractual year to the twentieth contractual year?
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3.

Are any 'take or pay' obligations based on annual contractual
amounts or any periods less than the total contract period?

4.

What are the details of how 'take or pay' obligations relate
to each period and the arrangements, i f a,ny, for contracted
gas to remain in inventory?'

5.' If arrangements exist to hold contracted gas in inventory,
what conditions apply to the cost of this gas and conditions
on its subsequent uplift?

/- 6.

What are the estimated load growths for electricity generated
by gas on an annual basis during the period of contracted
supply from the Mereenie and Palm Valley Joint Ventures?

7.

Do these estimated load growths relate directly to estimated
'most probable' gas requirements or 'are proposed changes to
electricity generation. techniques expected to change the
impact on- the estimated annual' 'most probable' gas
requirements?

8.

What are the details of - (a) the proposed pricing mechanism
for direct use of gas; and (b) the price of gas from the 2
joint ventures and escalation, arrangements?

9.

What are the precise details of price applications to take or
pay obligations which are left in inventory?

10. What are the details, including letters, advertisements and
seminars, of off-set procedures for the
pipeline
construction?
11. What are the current estimates of - (a) the effectiveness of
arrange.ments for off-sets (includi.n9 dollar estimate, s of
contracts to local firms); and (b) expected total off-set·
arrangements .for local firms (including dollar amounts)
during the life of the pipeline constructions?
.

ANSWER
1. The total amount 'of gas contracted by NTEC'from both the Palm
Va 11 ey and Mereeni e Joi nt Venturers is 266 PJ over 26 years,
of which 200 PJ are contracted ona 'take-or-pay' basis.
2.

At 28 June 1985 theNTEC 'most probable' gas requirement on a
year-by-year basis was as detailed in Table 1 (attached).
Since that date, and in view of a major revisionof,Darwin
population statistics by the Australian, Bureau of Statistics,
NTEC has reviewed its electricity demand projections. This
review has 1ead a more stati ~tiCa 11y satisfactory demand
projection model, and a major upward revision in Darwin
electridity demand forecasts. This revision will, in the
near term, be used to generate revised gas requirement
projections. This review requires extremely complex plant
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configuration calculations and is not available at this time,
however, an examination of the forecasts detailed in Table 2
(attached) leaves no doubt that NTEC's gas requirements will
be revised upwards.
3. There are 'take-or-pay' obligations based on annual
cQntractua 1 amount$ in both the Palm Valley Joi nt Venture and
the Mereenie Joint Venture Gas Purchase Agreements as
deta'il ed in Table 1.
4.

'Take-or-pay' obl igations reflect 75% of, the contract
quantities. They take no account of the more recent
refinement and upward revision of electricity demand
projections •. 'Take-or-pay' gas which is not required by NTEC
will be held in inventory by the gas field operator. 'There
'are no special conditions in regard to drawdown of such
inventory, other than in respect to price (see answer 5} and
the fact that such drawdown can only take place after the
'take-or-pay' obligation in any year is met.

5.

The costs/conditions applying to 'take-or-pay' gas held in
inventory by the field operator and subsequently uplifted by
NTEC are that:
.'
'If NTEC pays for aquant ity of gas not ta ken ina
month, it may,' in any subsequent month, after it has
taken the 'take-o~-pay' quantity (reduced in accordance
with the contract) for the relevant month take, free of
charge,except for payments of the difference, if any,
in the contract price in the relevant month and dqte of
accrual to inventory, a quantity of gas up to the
quantity, accrued to inventory to that time provided
always that such gas is taken on a first in/first out
basis.' '

6. The estimated load growth of electricity generated by gas in
Darwin, on an annual basis during the period of the gas
purchase contracts is detailed in Table 2. Review of
electricity gene}"ation at Tennant Creek and Katherine is
currently underway, but these quantities are relatively
modest when compared, with the Darwin load.
7. The converse is true, most probable gas requirement estimates
are based on load growth projections. The contract gas
purchase quantities were based on the load growth projections
of June 1985 and the planned plant configuration at that
time. The September load growth estimates (see Table 2) are
conservative in that with an increasing use of gas generation
techrlo logy, it is expected that the pri ce of e1ectric'ity wi 11
be kept in check. The model used to generate load growth
cannot successfully cope with such long term structural
change and therefore probably under estimates load growth.
The September projections have not as yet been translated
into gas requirement projections. Such translation is
dependent on the plant configuration assumptions but this
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Will always be a planning variable under the control
government.
8.

(a)

of

It is not at all clear what the 'pricing mechanism for
direct use of gas' relates to and clarification of this
question would be helpful. If the question concerning
the proposed pricing mechanism for di rect use of gas
relates to the pricing mechanisfu to be put in place for
third party (non Northern Territory government)
~onsumers~
I can advi~e that ther~ is no such mechanism
i nGasgo Pty Ltd's Gas Purchase Agreements . If the
question relates to the mechanism whereby the Northern
TerritorY shares reven~e secured from sal es of. gas to
thjrd party users, I can advise as follows:
(i) Da rnor

Pty Ltd, a company contro 11 ed by the
Northern TerritorY government, will secure between
50-80% of the' net revenue (revenue minus
incremental costs) from such third party sales; and

(i i) no sale of gas can be made ,at a pri ce below the
NTEC price without:
'

(b')

o

the same price being offered to NTEC; or

o

NTEC's concurrence.

('i) The

pricing mechanism for Palm Valley gas is
$1.50/GJ in March 1985, escalating at 25% of the
Consumer Price Index (CPI) with provision that
should the CPI exceed 10% then the gas price will
escalate by any CPI increase in excess of 10%.
Provided also that ,should the cost of the fuel used
for generating electricity in other states escalate
" by more than the cpr tlien a portion of such
increase will be passed on to th~ gas producers
accordingly~"
-

(ii) The \pdcing mechanis~ for Mereenie gas is $0.20/GJ

for contract years 1-5 and $0.35/GJ for contract
years /6~21 for gas quantities up to 125% of
'take-or..,p.ay' quantities (all in March 1985
dollars), escalating .at 25% of th~ Consumer Price
Index (CPI) with provision that ~hould the CPI
exceed 10% then the gas price will. escalate by any
CPI' increase in excess of 10%. And provided
further' that shoul~ the cost of the fuel used, for
generating electricity in other states escalate by
more than the CPI then a,portionof such increase
will be passed on to the gas producers accordingly.
In the case of the MJV the pricing arrangement is
more complex.
Quantities taken. in excess of these quantities are
priced as per the Palm Valley price in (b)(i)
above.
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The lower prices reflect the lower
Mereenie ga~ which stems from
the
transporting it to the trunk pipeline.

'value i of
cost
of

9'., The price applying to 'take-or-pay' quantities is exactly the
same as,' those' applying to
quantities" in
excess
of
'take-or-pay' other than as outl,ined' above. There are no
additional price or cost components in gas taken from
inventory accrued as a result of shortfalls in the update of
'take-or-pay' quantities (see answer 5).
10. The arrangements to which the .Northern Territory, government
is a party relate to the terms and conditions of the purchase
and sale of gas in the gas field and Darwin.
It is not a
party
to any of the substantive pipeline 'construction
agreements. There are. therefore. no arrangements in the
contracts towhi ch the Northern Territory government is a
party which relate to requirements to use local contents for
pipeline construction.
.The Northern Territory government
has. however. made it clear to NT Gas Pty Ltd that. as a·
corporate, citizen
in the Northern Territory. Northern
Terrjtory bids should be given preference in those instances
where :they are technically and commercially competitive. and
has received a very positive response in this regard. By way
of exafuple. I can advise that the tender documents sent to)
tenderers . on each of the pi pe 1 i ne spreads
inc Tude
a
requirement that they define the Northern Territory labour.
materi a 1sand (sub:"contracti ng content in the tender bi d.
11. Attachment B is a 1ist of Northern Territory companies which
have received orders or participated in the first spread on
the Amadeus Basin to Darwin gas pipeline project.
An order
of magnitude estimate of the dollar value of offsets to date
is $15m • . The totaJ project dollar content of the Northern
Territory contract participation is impossible to estimate at
this time. however. the Northern Territory government will do
all that it can to ens~re that this is ata maximum.
',.'

See Attachment B on foll owing ,page.

\
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ATTACHMENT B
ISSUED OCTOBER 1985
NEWHAM INTERNATIONAL - LOCAL CONTRACTORS USED IN PIPELINE
CONSTRUCTION
SAND SUPPLIER: Boomerang Transport, Ken Chambers.
Promet, Trevor Jones, supplying, manpower,
equipment and special sand.

SAND BLASTING:

CONCRETE COATING OF PIPE: Concre:te Pumpers.
PRE CAST SLABS AND SET ON WEIGHTS: Johnston Bros, pre casters •
. WATER CART CONTRACTORS:

Pacific Contractors and D.Hughes .

. LOW LOADERS: J. Breen and Brambles (Darwin).
LOADERS:

I. Hogan, K. Chambers.

COMPRESSORS:

Coates

PUMPS: Coates
HAMMERS:

Coates

DRILLS: Coates
HOSES:

Coates

PUMPS: Wreck Air
BACK HOE: A. Mazigi
LAUNDRY CONTRACTORS: Local
ELECTRICIAN: Wolpers &Flowers, Mobile Electrics
PLUMBING: G. Grehan
)

LOCKSMITH: Willeme &Co
ELECTRONICS:

Navcom P/L

CATERING &FOOD: All bought locally
FUEL:

Flynn Petroleum

ELECTRICAL MAINTENANCE:
ENGINEERING:

G. Caswell, Hasting Deering

NT Engineering

OFFICE SUPPLIES: Cut Price Office Supplies, Lake Office Supplies
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BUILDING SUPPLIES: Bunnings.
SPARE PARTS:
SIGNS:

Hasting Deering, Repco, numerous others

Peter Crook Engineering

TRANSPORT:

Comet, TNT, Len Wright, Timor Transport

WELDING EQUIPMENT:
CANVAS &REPAIRS:
HIRE CARS:

CIG
Hampshire Canvas

.~erti,

FIRST AID SUPPLIES:

Budget
Industrial First Aid Medical

STEEL ROPES & CHA1NS: Bull i vants
EXCAVATION: Mouse11is Excavation
PIPE REQUIREMENTS:

Pipeline Supplies of Aust. Tubemakers

TIMBER : Terri tory Hardwood
HARDWARE &ENGINEERING: Tesco Pearce
AUTO ELECTRICS:

Delta E1ectrics, Philco E1ectrics, Peter Brown

SAFETY: Sureguard
HYDRAULICS: Wil son Hydrau1 i GS
ACCOMMODATION:
TYRES:

Hotel Darwin, Oasis Motel

Darwin Tyre Service

EXPLOSIVES:

Peter Crook Engieering

Re 1ates. to Newham Internati ona 1
only - ~ot exhaustive).
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TABLE 1
ANNUAL NTEC GAS QUANTITIES
CONTRACT YEARS 1 TO 20

I~
~

fT1
;:0

Ul

CONTRACT.
YEAR NO.

ANTICIPATED *
FINAN~IAL

YEAR

PVJV

TAKE OR· PAY QUANTITIES
(PJ)
MJV

TOTAL·

PROBABLE
QUANTITIES
(PJ)

-I
0
.0

c:::

fT1

Ul

-I

w

00
00

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

1986-1987 **
1987-1988
1988-1989
1989-1990
1990-1991
1991-1992
1992-1993
1993-1994
1994-1995
1995,-1996
1996-1997
1997-1998
1998-1999
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002
2002-2003
2003-2004
2004-2005
2005-2006

.....

2.42
4.95
4.99
5 •. 07
5.15
5.30
5.39
5.54·
5.74
5.74
5.94 .'
6.19
6.38
6.59
6.84
7.09
7.34
7.57
7.82
8.10
119.96

*
**

Adjusted according to date of initial delivery
Part year only.

0.61
1.24
1.25
1.27
1.29
1.33
. 1.35
1.39
1.44
1.44
1.48
1.55
1.60
1.64
1.71
1.77
1.83
1.89
1.95
2.02
30.00

3.03.
6.19
6;24
6.34
6.44
6.63
6.74
6.93
7.18
7.18
7.42
7.74
7.98
8.23
' 8.55
8.86
9.17,
9.46
9.77
10.12
149.96

3~99

7.74
7.80
7.93
8.05
8.29
8.43
8.66
8.68
8.89
9.28
9.68
9.98
10.29
10.69
11.08
11;46
11.83
12.2.1
12.65
187.45
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rTABLE 2
ENERGY SENT OUT *
CHANNEL ISLAND

\
YEAR ENDED
August 1985

September 1985

. 1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
. 1994
1995
/ 1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

. 522.3
558.0
584.1
611:5
639.8
669.6
700.5
732.8
766.6
803.2
842.2
.883 3
926.3
971.5
1018.9
,
1069.1
1121.8

*

Ill} .2

1235.3.·
1296.3
1361.0
~428.9

1500.2
1575.1
1653.8
1736.5
1823.3
1914.5.

\

. Does 'not

June 1985
513.4
520.3 .
525.4
536.2
548.4
562.8
576.9
590.7
605.1
620.2
638.4
659.0
680.3
702.4
725.1
748.8
773.3
798.6
824.7
851. 7
879.9
908.9
939.0
970.1
-1002.2
1035.4
1069.}
.,
1105.2

include power st&tion leases.
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NOTES TO TABLE 2
June 1985 Assumptions \
1.

Price 15% for all nominal increases mid 1985
2.16% p.a. real increases to 1992
CPI increases ther~after

2.

Population

3.

Government-expenditure

2~5%

p.a. increase

0.0% real increase ~ 1985-1987
3.0% real increase - 1988, decreasing annually to 1.0%
by 2001

1.01 real increase - thereafter
,;

4. Average weekly earnings:
- September 1983 .
5.

as per W.'D. Scott forecast

Housing expenditure
5.0%
4.0%
2.5%
2.0%
1.5%

real
real
real
real
real

increase
increase
increase
increase
.increase

-

1986-1988
1989-1990
1991-1993
1993-1996

thereafter

September 1985 Assumptions
1.

Price: -as per June 1985

2.

Populition: as per June 1985

3. Government expenditure:
model

nota variable in the rev,ised

4. Average__ weekly earnings;, not a variable in the revised
model
5. Housing expenditure: not a variable in the revised
model.
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School Bus Fares

48.

MrB. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
1. What ~ere the guidelines issued to-school principals prior to
the introduction of school bus fares under which principals
were to determine individual cases of hardship in order to
grant exemption from payment of the fares?
2. Since the introduction of the bus fare system. have these
guidelines been amended; if so. what are the details?
3. What amount. of money does the government estimate will be
raised by the imposition of bus fares - (a) to the end of the
1985 school year; and (b) for the 1986 school year?
,-

ANSWER
1.

The wording of interim guidel ines under which principal s were
-to determine hardsh'ip was:
'Applications for free bus ,passes'are to be assessed and
approved by the school and will in most cases require
proof of genuine hardship. e.g. Pension Card. Community
Welfare or Social Security Card'.
The interpretations ,of theseguidel ines were discussed .with
principals at individual meetings.
Principals were
encouraged to be flexible in their interpretation during the
implementation stage and were advised to contact ,the
Assistant Oir'ector Finance and Supply for a rul ing on special
cases.
\

2.

Since 'the beginning of 4th term. principals have been advised
of further examples of hardship such as distance and size of
family. and a review of the interim guidelines was commenced.
The review is considering matters of hardship. disadvantage'
and a comparison of Northern Territory education transport
services with those,in other states.

3.

The amount of money now estimated to be raised through fares
on school transport services in 1985-86 is approximately
$200 000. This is less than $400 000 estimated because
impl,ementation was differed for one quarter to give schools
and parents more time to adjust.
Unfortu~ately irresponsible political oppos~tion encouraging
parents not _to comply with, the scheme has made estimating
difficult. Usage of buses close to schools has reduced and
this may involve savings in the latter hinf of1986
'

,

Although it is too early to calculate. the ongoing effect.
feed6ack to date ;sencouragingand ihdicates that there has
indeed been a significant reduction in numbers travelling in
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sub~rbanareas and that the majority of those/continuing to
use the service are paying fares.
The intention of the scheme is not to penalise parents and
students where bus travel, is unavoid'able, but is rather an
attempt to halt the spiralling costs, of the old free bus
service which was being used by students' living in close
proximity to suburban schools.

Conversion of Pastoral Leases

49.

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for L'ANDS

:

1.

.How many app) ications have been ma<;le 'since 1 January 1983 for
conversion of pastoral leases to perpetual pastoral leases?

2.

What properties/leases were involved' in
and which were successful?

3.

In respect of each /perpetua 1 pastoral 1ease granted, what
conditions/covenants are attached in respect of - (a) minimum
stocking levels; (b) Maximum stocking levels; (c) clearing of
land; (d) fencing; (e) measures' in respect of river bank
erosion; and (f) 'restrictions on land use? ,

.

these appl ications

"

ANSWER
1.

As of 5 December 1985, 44 applications for perpetual pastoral
leases had been received since 1 January 1983. -

2.

30 have been considered by the NT Land Board. All have been
successful. Another 6 have been heard but have yet to be
determined by the Minister. ,A further 8 are waiti·ng on
advice from interested departments before being refer~ed to
the Land Board. The propertieS are:"
,
SUCCESSFUL ,APPLICATIONS

1

Tarlton Downs, Orange Creek, Marqua, Yambah, Alexandria, East
'Ranken, West Ranken, Soudan, Adder Block, Lucy Creek,
Ooratippra, Newscastle Waters, Powell Creek, Tandyidgee, Avon
Downs, Brunette Downs, Rockhampton, Downs, Austral Downs,
BankaBanka, Phillip Creek, Brunchilly, Georgina Downs, Lake
Nash, Atartinga, "Bond' Springs, Alroy Downs. Undoolya, Owen
Springs, Burramurra and'Dalmore Downs.
.

('-

APPLICATIONS HEARD BY THE LAND BOARD' BUT'AS YET NOT,
DETERMINED BY THE MINISTER
~
Deep Well, Hihnil ton Downs, Benmara, Tanami Downs, Ri verenand
Jervois.
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!
NOT YET HEARD BY THE BOARD

!

Robin Falls, Mount Keppler, Central Mount Wedge, Mallapunyah
Rocklands, Mount Swan and Jinka (Pastoral Homestead
lease no 4) and Mount Riddock.

~prings,

'J

3.

'

Each perpetual pastora 1 1e,ase issued, contai ns covenants for
minimum stocking level~ and the erection,~nd or maintenance
of internal and boundary fencing.
'
Some leases in the northern region may alsolnclude covenants
relating to the clearing of land for improved pasture.
Except " for the cleari ng of timber for fence posts to be used
on the property, all leases contain a clause resfricting the
clearing of land for the sale of timber, timber trees and all
trees 'produci'ng resin, or valuable substances.
A
conservati on clause addresses the 'problem of accelerated soi 1
erosion, occurring as a result of stocking, clearing and the
construction of fixed improvements incluning dams, roads and
firebreaks.
'
Pastoral leases are issued only for ~astoral purposes.
However alternative uses may be permitted under sections 40A
and 40Bof the Crown Lands Act.

\

FROM 18 MARCH '1986
50~

- Academic Resignations

1.

How many resignations of academic staff employed at the
Darwin Institute 1 of Technology occurred during the 1985
academic year?

2.

What reasons were given for each particular resignatio:n?

, ANSWER
1. . There

were 21 resignations of academic staff employed at the
Darwin Institute of Technology during the 1985 academic year. '

2.

The reasons given for each resignation are outliried
fo 11 oWi ng tabJ e.;"
,

in

the

~

.

L,IST OF ACADEMICS RESIGNING IN'1985
ADVANCED EDUCATION
I

Date

Designation

Jan 85

Lecturer Gr 1

Reason
-Travel ling overseas.
/

Feb 85

'"

LeCturer Gr 1

To further career.
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Lecturer Gr 1

Returned to uk to care for
elderly parents.

Lecturer Gr 1

Marriage break-up; returned to
Perth.

Lecturer Gr 1

Take
up
appointment
Duntroon (appl ied for
1984).

Lecturer Gr1

Moved interstate with husband.

Senior Lecturer
Gr 1

Unhappy about appointment of
K WDavis . as ,Director.
Accepted
appointment
of
position as Principal Lecturer
at Canberra
-College
of
Advanced Education.

Lecturer Gr 1

Due to educational problems
with family at Batchel,or.

Lecturer Gr 1

Uncertainty regarding, future
and
position
due
to
announcement of NT University
College.

,

May 85

July 85

Dec 85

.

at
in

M~

TECHNICAL AND FURTHER EDUCATION (TAFE) ,
Reason

Date

Desi.gnation

Jan 85

Lecturer Gr 3

Family unhappy in Darwin.

Feb 85

LecturerGr2

Accepted permanent appointment
interstate.dueto no long term
prospects
of
permanent
appointment at Institute.

May 85

Lecturer Gr 3'

Moved interstate with husband.

June 85

Lecturer Gr 2

Moved interstate '- di d
like tropical climate.

Lecturer Gr 3

Reason unknown.'

Senior Lecturer
Gr 2

Returned to private.
enterprise.

Lecturer Gr 2

Moved interstate.
Unhappy
with
running
of
his
department.

Lecturer.Gr 2

Left as no prospect
permanent . appointment
Institute.

.

/.

not

~

July 85

Sept 85
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Senior Lecturer
Gr 3

Moved interstate - family
unhappy in Darwin.

Nov 85

,LecturerGr 3

Family
problems - returning
interstate.

·'Dec. 85

Lecturer Gr 2

Obtaine~

position elsewhere.
Unhappy with service provided
by-Computing Servlces.

Gardens Hi 11 Development

51.

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS and HOUSING
1.

How much will the Housing Commission pay for the pensioner
units that will be constructed in Stage 1 of the Gardens Hill
development?

2. Whell will the Housing Commission be taking over those units?
3. Who called for the tenders for the development?
4. What is the component of land cost in the total cost of
$1.985m quoted by the minister in his speech of 29 August
1984?
ANSWER
1. . The Housing Commission has

paid $1 914 528.54 for the 28
pensioner un.its constructed in Stage 1 of the Gardens Hill
Development. ,

2. The Housing Commission took over all
1985.
~

the units on 17 July

3• Gardens Hi 11 Deve 10pl\1ent called tenders for all the units.
4. The component of land cost is $187 235.42 in the total cost
of $1 914 528.54.
52.

Auditor~General's

Report

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Does the Report of the Auditor-General for 1985 indicate· that a
sum of $118 409 was' written off due to lOss in the 1984-85
financialyead If so, what items were lost and in what
circumstances?
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ANSWER
The amount. of $118 409 menti oned in the Report of the
Aud itor-Genera 1 represents losses di sc 1osed at s tocktake and
compris~s
ite~s nf furniture
and equipment in schools and
departmental offices throughout the Territory. Such losses
result from disposal of items without proper documentation. Such
items would have been dumped or 'cannibalised' for spare parts,
for use in manual training classes, etc.
.
The Department of Education currently holds stocks in the form of
accountable assets valued at $20 446000. The figure written off
represents' 0.06% of .the tota 1 value, and is wi thi n the to 1erahce
loss levels for stocks of this nature.
, Tourist COJllllission .. Films

54.

1. ,What was the value of the tender awarded to Caprjcornia
ProducUons for the production of a series of films for the
.
Tourist Com~ission?
2.
\

Did this tender include traver, accommodation' and general
living expenses? If not, wh~t was the cost of these
expenses?

3. 'Was an outside consultant engaged to oversee the Capricornia
project? If so, wh~t fee was paid;to this consultant?
\

4.

When was the tender awarded to Capricornia
\

'5.

P~oductions?

"

Did the tender specify any date or series of dates by which
the films should beco~pleted? If so, were these dates' met?
If not, why not and did the fail~fe to meet the specified
./
dates increase costs?

ANSWER
$861679.00 (subject to variation as agreed by the respective
parties).

1.
)

2.

3,

(a)

Yes.

(b)

NO,t app 1i cab 1e.

(a)

Yes.

(b)

$60 000.00.

4. The t~nder wis discussed at the meeting of the NTTC on
15 Novembet 1983 and the contract was awarded in 1984:
5.

(a) Yes (31 Decem~er 1\985).
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(c) Delays, occ;as i onedby:
o

o

management restructuring as a result of a ~hange in
company principals;
unfavourable top end weather conditions during
filming,
ie late beginning of wet season
necessitating film crew and equipment to .return for
addiHonal filming sessions which in turn resulted in
a subsequent extension of the final
technical
production .processes.

\,

/ (d) Yes.
55.

Auditor-General's Report

MrSMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
1.

2.

Does the Report of the.Auditor-General for 1985 indicate that
a sum of $278 000 was reimbur'sed to a company by means of." an
ex-gratia payment of a deposit paid on the purchase of land?
If so, under what Circumstances did this reimbursement take
place?
.
Does· the Report of the Auditor-General for 1985 indicate that
a sum of $180 000 was given as compensation to a company for
increased; development standards of a subdivision? If'so,
which subdivision was involved?

3. Why w~s it necessary to upgrade the original
standards?
4.

development

How was the figure of $180 000 compensation determined?

',ANSWER

1.

,

\

Yes,,' in i982, a Crown Lease (Term) was sold to a devel~per
for $280 000. In 1984 the developer sought a reduction in
the covenants over the 1ease. The ,proposa 1 was not
acceptable to the Northern Territory government and a refund
of the purchase price was made in exchange, for the surrender
of the leas&. The refund was calculated on the basis of
original purchase price ($280 000) less administrative costs
($14 000) plus cost of development work completed' on the
lease ($12 000).
•

2. Yes.

J

Kathe~ineEast.Residential

Development Stage 2.

This matter has been canvassed at some length rin the past. I
refer the honourable member to my statement during the
adjournment debate on 27 August 198~, {Hansard pp 1328-1332}
for the answers to questions 3 and 4.
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56.

Auditor-General's Report

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for HEALTH'
Does the Report of the Auditor-~eneral indicate that a sum of
'$140 995 was written off due to loss in the 1984-85 financial
year? If so, what items were lost and in which circumstances?
ANSWER

The amount. of $140 9'95 was written off'due to loss during the
1984-85fi na'nci a1 year • The 1oss represents items not found
during
stocktakes
conducted on Department of Health
establishments.
Stocktakes were finalised for 68 establishments during 1984-85.
None of the missing items was valued at more than $2000" the
,items being in the categories of minor and general purpose
equipment, ward furniture and equipment, and office and domestic
equipment.
The apparent: deficiencies are due to a failur~ to follow Basic
Stores Accounting Procedures where items have been disposed of
throug,h the .Government Auction Process or by being obsolete,
. unserviceable or being beyond economical repair~
57.

Public Service - Selection Procedures

MrSMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
Are recommendations from selection panels to fill E4 positions in
the Northern Territory Public,Service forwarded to Cabinet for
approval? ,
ANSWER

In accordance ~ith the Public Service Act, the filling of senior
executive positions are approved by the Chief Executive Officer's
bf the departments or authorities in which the vacancies exist.
A proposed appointment to a senior executive position may be
not~fied to Cabinet if the d~ties are of a sensitive nature.
The appointments of Chief Executive Officers are approved by
~abinet.
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58.

(

,

'Domestic Travel Office-holders

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
What is the total amount of travelling allowance p~id to each
office-holding member of the Legislative Ass~mbly for domestic
travel both within the Nortbern Territory and interstate· in
respect of each of the financial years 1982-83, 1983-84 and
1984-85, including any reimbursements of allowances paid to.
members?

ANSWER
/

The attached 2 tables present figures fer 1983-84 and 1984-85.
However, detail s ef expenditure fer 1982-83 have net l5een
provided.
I am advised that ret~ieval frem archives and·
examinatien ef the actual seurce decuments fer the additienal
year would involve considerable time and expense witheutthrewing
any mere lighten expenditures than is already indicated by th,e
figures previded for the 2-year peried.
I would be happy to previde specific infermation fer 1982-83 that
may be required, if the details ef expenditure for .. the full
1982-8~ period were necessary.
See Tables 1 and 2 en fellowing pages.
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RE: The total amount of Trave 11 i ng A11 owances payable for each
office-holdingmember of the Legislative Assembly for travel
. within Australia.
.
TABLE 1
OFFICE HOLDER

PERIOD
1983-84

Hon P. Everingham, Chief Minister

full year

14 767

Hon M.B. Perron, Minister

full year

4233

* Hon J.M. Robertson, Minister

full year

13 314

Hon R.M. Steele,

July 83 to 13/12/83

Mjni~ter

TRAVELLING
ALLOWANCE
$

5752

Hon Lt. Tuxworth, Minist,er

full year

22 315

HonN.M. Dondas, Minister

fun year

8521

Hon T. Harris, Minister

13/12/83 to June
84
'_.'

2122

Hon C.N. Padgham-Purich,
Minister

13/12/83 to June 84

1937

Hon D.W. Manzie, Minister

13/12/83 to June 84

2956

Mr B. W. Coll i ns,' Leader of
the O~~osition

full year

3795

,Mrs P. 0 I Nei 1, Deputy Leader of
the O~~osition

1/7 /83 to 9/12/83

495

Mr T. E.Smi th', Deputy Leader of
the O~~osition

19/12/83 to 30/6/84

940

Hon L. MacFarlane, Speaker

July 83 to Feb ~4

1725

Hon R.M. Steele, Speaker\

Feb 84 to June 84

3865

* The Minister resides in Alice Springs and was required to

travel to Darwin for ministerial business on a]egular basis.
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TABLE 2
OFFICE HOLDER

PERIOD
1984-85

Hon P. Everingham, Chief Minister .July 84 to 17/10/84

TRAVELLING
ALLOWANCE: .
$
7780

Hon I.L. Tuxworth
1. ~li ni ster
2. Chief Minister

July 84 to 17/10/$4
17/10/84 to June 8.5

17 761

Hon N.M. Dondas, Minister

full year

10 342

Hon M.B. Perron, Minister

full year

5135

*

full year

16 625

Hon T. Harris, Minister

full year

3006

Hon D.W. 'Manzie, Minister

full yeqr

4600

Hon S.P. Hatton, Minister

21/12/84 to June 85

2834

Hon B.F. Coulter, Minister

21/12/84 to June 85

3610

Hon C.N. Padgham-Purich,
Minister

July 84 to 21/12/84

1246

* Mr

21/12/84 to June 85

9070.

Mr B. W: Collins, Leader or
the O~~osition

full year

3295

Mr T.E. Smith, Deputy Leader of

full year

1655

full year

Ii 930

Hon~J.M.

R~A.

Robertson, Minister

Hanrahan, Leader of
the House

theO~~ositi~n

Hon R.M. Steele,

Spea~er

* The Hon J. Robertson and Hon R.A. Hanrahan (as Leader of the

House)\reside in Alice Springs, and were required to travel to
Darwin for ministerial business on a regular basis.
\
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FOOTNOTES:
1.

The foregoing 2 tables provide details of the costs of
travelling allowance payable for each office holding member
of the Assembly .for travel within Australia during the
1983-84 ~nd 1984-85 finantial years.

2.

The totals shown consist of payments made directly to each
member and also payments made on behalf of each member for
accommodation.
.

3. ' The expenditure shown for the Speaker and Deputy Leader of
the Opposition has been provided by the Legislative Assembly.

,)
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Distribution of Government Publications

59.

Mr SMITH to

CHIEF~MINISTER

What. criteria are used to determine who receives sets of
government information documents sent out by the-Chief Minister?
(See question no

31)~

ANSWER
Government information documents distributed by the Chief
Minister are made available toa wide cross section of the
community throughout the Northern Territory. The criteria to
receive them,,\ is simply by request. Presently distribution
includes varfous professional groups, trading organisations,
pastoralists, child carers, minister fraternaJ~ mining interests,
Aboriginal groups, construction industry and various youth
groups, etc. '.,
AMDEl Guarantee

60.

In the agreement to hand over to the firm AMDEL a number of
government laboratories, was ~ny guar~ntee given to AMDEL.on the
value of government work that would be. given to AMDEL; if so,
what was the value for each of the. first 5 years of operation?'

ANSWER
Both the Heads of Agreement and the Management Agreement make
reference\ to the level 'of government work guaranteed to AMDEL \
(Austra 1(an Mineral s Deve 1opmentLaboratory).
.
Clause 5.2 of the Heads of Agreement executed between AMDEL and
the Northern Territory government states that:
'The Departinfi!nt of Mines and'Energy shall, for the
first year only, utilise services from the Project
Laboratories toa yalue of· not less than $420 000.'
Clause 3.7,of the Management Agreement between AMDEL and the
NT government states.that:
'Tne Territory ~wi 11, for a peri od of not 1ess than
five«5) years from the commencement of this Agreement,
unless the Agreement is terminated, direct to AMDEL - NT
. all metallurgical and chemical analysis and mechanical
and material tesftng currently being undertaken
internally by the Department of Mines and Energy and
'whichi~ within the competerice of AM DEL - NT.
In the
first year of operatiol'] thisilGtivity. will have a
monetary value of not less than $420000.'
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62.

Perfonning Arts - Management COlllllittee

Mr

B. COLLINS to MINISTER for YOUTH, SPORT, RECREATION and
, ETHNIC AFFA-IRS

Did, the Department of Youth, Sport,Recreation and Ethnic
Affairs, in August 1985, issue a pamphlet purporting to set out
the government's arts pol icy, stati ng, under the ", head.ing
'Performing Arts', that a committee of the managers of the Darwin
a,nd Alice Springs Theatres and the;, Arts Council had been'
es tabl i shed to exami ne proposals by profess i ona 1 'compani es
wishing to visit the Territory; if so, can the minister confirm
that no such committee has been established?
J

ANSWER'
The Department of ,Youth, Spbrt, Recreation and Ethnic Affairs
issued a pamphlet entitled Arts Policy and Programmes of
Assistance in August J985~
The committee referred to in the section on Performing Arts is a
departmental one. Its function is to provide a mechanism for
co-ordinating . visits to .. the Territory by interstate performing
groups and to ensure that opportunitY is provi ded to allow
companies contracted by the theatre managements to visit ~maller
places in the lerritory.
.
The committee met in Darwin on 25 November 1985. Subsequently 3
applications for financial
help were made by 1 of the'
organisations present at the meeting with\the support of others
represented.

Warrawulla Association - Lump Sum Payment
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1.

Was a 1ump sum payment made to a retiri ng employee of the
Warrawull,a Association, Borljoloola, lin December 1985. or
,January 1986 from the association's Community Empl oyment _
Programme (CEP) account?

2.

Was the payment authorised by an officer of the Department of
Commun'ity Development;' ifso, was the Minister for Community
Deve 1opment awa.re of the authori sati on?
~.

3.

To whom was the
calculated? .

payment made and

4.

What steps, have been tak~n to reimburs~~the association's CEP
fund the amount thil t, was pa i d out?!
.

5.

Should a payment of this nature have been made
account?

i'
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ANSWER
1.

Yes.

2.

No - the transaction was an internal office matter for the
Warrawulla Association.
No Department of Community
Development officer's authorisation was required. When this
matter was first raised with me on 5 February at Borroloola,
I immediately requested auditors to respond to the.
association's request for assistance and advice. ) The audit
has, been completed and a report made to the association.
,

,

3~

I

The terrrli nation payments were made toa number Of emp 1oyees ,
Mr N. Srown 'and Mrs P. Brown.
The payment
calculations have been examined by the auditors. They did
'not make any comment thereon. However, the auditors did
comment on an associated payment for repatriation airfares.
The amount paid to the 2 employees totan,ed$5200.00. This
was intended to cover return airfares and also included 1
child at an adult airfare rate. The ,entitlemc;-;:;--:::.~.:: ... lated
'by the auditors amounted to $2354.70. The apparent
overpqyment totals $2845.30: The association is aware of
this and has been advised to seek reimbursement from the
ex-emp 1dyees concerned.,
,includi~g

4 .. The ass.ociation drew the termination payments from CEP funps
held by the association, due to: a temporary liquidity problem
in its. current account. Thft matter was rectifi ed, the funds
reimbursed and the Department of Community Development has
a1ready approved an adjustment to the associati on's budget
and grants for the tu~rent year tOiallowfor this.
'
5.

Nb, gi,ven the association's practice of holding its funds in
separate bank accounts. Had the various funds been held in I
current account, at the same time being readily identifiable
through a more sophisti.cated accounting" system, the the
]jquiditi problem would not have arisen.
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Reappointment of Administrator
MrVALE to CHIEF MINISTER
Has he had any advice from the federal government concerning the continued
appointment of His Honour the Administrator, Commodore Johnston? Can he
advise what role Senator Ted Robertson played in this reappointment?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I would like to advise the Assembly that 1 have rec,eived a
communication from the Prime Minister asking whether the Northern Territory
government agrees to the reappointment ,of His Honour the Administrator,
Commodore Johnston. I am happy to advise that I will be-confirming with the
Prime Minister that it is the wish of the Northern Territory government to see
His Ronour reappointed in his position as Administrator.
I have been advised that the'arrangements for the reappointment of His
Honour were set in motion 6 days ago but it was only this morning that I
received the communication from the Prime Minister.' I~il ill~ a'ii Territorians
wou1d join with me in saying that it is realTy good news for t~e people of the,
Northern Territory because, the way in which thepr;'oposal to remove His Honour
the' Administrator from office emerged wasonejof the most dastardly things
that we have ever had to witness- in the Territory. '1 lay the blame for that
clearly at the ,feet of the honourable Senator Ted Robertson who played avery
devious -role, dating Dack to some 12 months ago, in trying to set in place the
machinery to ensure that the Administrator was removed from office in the
Northern Territory. He did that because of' his own personal likes and
dislikes.
'
'-

I would like to say a.1so that, while the Leader of the Opposition had some
moments of reluctance at the beginning of the year, in ,the final analysis, he
gave strong support for the reappointment of His Honour the Administrator and
went to Canberra to lobby amongst his own people to ensure that that happened.
I am sure that, all Territorians are grateful for that contribution.
'
However, the devious role that Ted Robertson played in all of this is a
blight on -the Territoryatid on the Labor Party'. Itis absolutely disgusting.
Senator Ted Roberts()n started amove as far back as April last year to try to
get into place the procedures to remove the Administrator from office.
I
found out 2 months_ ago thatpe()plewerebeing asked in ~lay and June last year
/ whether they would 1ike 'to be the Administrator. T,hey were asked by' people
from Canberra and By others who felt it was ~thei r duty to es tab 1i sh whether
I learnt that as many as
there wl'!reanrother candidates in the offing.
3 judges had been asked, whether theywoul d 1'; ke to be the Administrator.
There had been no;discussion with the people' of the Northern Territory nor the
Northern Terri toryg6vermnent about whether the Admi ni strator' s term should
terminate'. One man \',lent oTfonhisown. ,He decided that he had had enough of
the Administrator of the_ Northern Territory.
He set up his own style of
recruitment to see who the successor would be and he put the wheels in motion
to seeth~t the Admil).iStrato)" was rem6yed from office.
Apart from
devi ous we have
the community.
it - it was all

that role, which can ,only be regarded as one of the most
ever seen; h,e then began a process of li es and, dupl i ci ty in
that wou-ldmake, people believe that he had nothing to do with
a big sham; a 'mistake and am;sunderstanding.
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Mr B. COLLINS: A point of order, Mr Speaker!_ The standing orders are
quite clear in relation to/personal references such as 'lies' and 'duplicity'
in r~spect of m~mbers ip another place.
(
.

-

Mr SPEAKER: HongurableChief Minister, I draw your. attention to standing
. order 62 which relates to offensive or unbecoming words against a member of a
parl iament in another place. I ilsk the .honourable C.hief Minister to make his /
remarks 1ess )i nfl ammatory.
.
Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, I will withdraw the word 'lies' and replace'it
with 'untruths' if that meets with the approval of the Chair.

I

Whilst it may seem to be inflammatory to talk about duplicity, it is true
that Senator Robertson's role in this affair was one which deceived the people
of the Northern Territory. Hewas saying one thing and doing another.
Mr Speaker,I repeat that this is a<victory for the people of the Northern
Territory.
It .is not a victory for me or my government or for the Leader of
the Opposition; itis il win for us all. I would like to" thank tho~epeople
throughout the Northern Territory who have made their feelings known by way of
signing petitions, sending letters or ringing people to urge, them to do
something'. The grassroots .!Jlovement of the people of the Northern Territory
played a very important role in hi\ving the original decision overturned. I am
de 1i ghted to be able to say that the governrnent wi 11 be confi rmi ng to the \
Prime Mini~ter that itis our wish that His Honbur th~Administrator remain in·
offi ce unti 1 June 198,8.
Batchelor police Station Upgrading
Mr McC.ARTHY to CHIEF MINISTER
In light of· the rapid growth in the area and the size of the area to be
patrolled,are any steps being taken to upgrade the Batchelor Police Station
to 2-man status?
ANSWER
'Mr Speaker, the' press,ureonthe government to increase the size ,and indeed
the number of poTice stations is never ending~We are very keen to see that
the Northern Territory 'is protected and served by the police force in the best
possible way, but there will always be financial constraints •. I am sure. the
member for Victoria River understan9s.that. On a per capita basis, we have
more policemen in the Northern Territory. than any other part of Australia. We
have small communities, in the Northern Territory that have as many "as
3 policemen. Communities of a.n ~quivalent size iw'other parts of Austra11a
would, not ~ave - a policeman with~n5\00 km. They-:::.do ~ot receive the. service
from the pOll ce force that we have 1n th,e Northern I ern tory'.
,"
The provision of policemen~ whether at Batchelor or Bathurst Island, is a
problenrthat is continuillly with, us~' We will try to provide sufficie,nt pol ice
res.ources to ensure that the community is protected and servi ced but I cannot
give, an undertaking jthat, every 'time a community wants additional policemen,
we'will be a,ble to'provide t~em. The body is willing but the purse often
cannot stand the pressure ..
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I

Minister for Education's Trip to New Zealand

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Can he confirm that he approved a trip to New Zealand by the Minister for
EduC'ation and his immediate family at taxpayers' expense in January: 1985
knowing that part, of this trip was to be used for 1he purposes of a family
holiday? If so. did that remove.the obligation on the Minister for Education
to reimburse ,all or any of the expenses incurred on the trip and is the Chief
Mi nj ster aware that the mi ni ster stilted ina radi 0 i ntervi ew on ,12 February
this year that the travel had been approved and that there was no requirement
on his part to pay any money back to the government?
ANSWER
Mr Speak,er. it is correct that I approved the travel for the Minister, for
Education to attend an education ministers' conference in New Zealand. a
conference which generally takes between 3 and 6 days., I~ is interesting to
note that education ministers do not have a one-day conference; they spread it
out,/ over quite a number of
days. probably because
of the pressure of work. .
,
~

I would also like to say that. in my view, itis perfectly reasonaQ.1e for
ministers to be able to take their wives on interstate or overseas trips 'if
that is necessary or desirable. It has been the practice in the past. and I
be neve it is a reasonable one. that these tri ps be approved by me and paid
for by the government. When the Mi ni st,er for Educati on went to New Zealand
for the conference,. I, was happy to approve the cost of the travel for hi s
wife. Where:I approve travel for the husband or wife of any Assembly member
or government officer. I am . also "happy to approve travel for any young
children who cannot travel by t,hemse1ves or be left behind. That process has
been in place now for 7 years. I think it is perfectly reasonable. I do not
think it is unreasonable that the .Minister for Education. who sp~nds
'considerable time away from 'his home and his family. is able to take his wife
with him On a trip to New Zealand while he is working. If / the mnister for
Education took some time off t() be with his family while he was there, I would
understand that totaHy. I just wish I could do it myself from time to time. '
Minister for Education's Trip to New Zealand
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION

!

Could the honourable minister explain" to the Assembly why he decided, to
reimburse $1867 to the government for hi sNew Zea 1anti trip ,in, January 1985, a
year after making the,trip - and, I might add/, 4 days after the Acting Chief
Minister said it had been done - when he believed that he was under no
obligation to pay any money back to the gover~ment?
)

ANSWER

,

,

!

'-

-:

./

,Mr Speaker, I amalso a little perplexed at, this wholeissue~because.a:s I
stated on th,atparticu1ar radio program, I wasurlder no obligatjon to pay~
anything in 'relatH~nto that air fare because the 'chief Minister had approved
travel. I must say that the, AECmeeti ngs are held overseas only once every so
often 'and. i n t~ose cases ,mi nisters often' take members of- thei r staff and
families. "In this lparticu1ar instance, I 'made it very clear to my staff that
it was my intention to spend sometime ovetthere, with my wife anti daughter,
and I would be pa,ying fO,r that part of the trip. It was my request that that
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direction be carried out. I left it at that because there are entitlements.
As you know, Sir, such entitlements accrue and, quite often, one does not hear
anything more. It was my belief that my wishes had been met. Unbeknownst to
me at that time, the Chief Minister ha(j approved that travel and officers of
the department did not take any money out of my entitlement oecause the travel
had . been approved. That is what needs to be made very clear. I paid that
money back as a matter of conscience. I had requested. initially that the
money be reimbursed from my enti tlement. When I di scov.ered that the amount
had not been repaid, I took steps to see that it w~s repa1d.I accept th,t
the reason why it had not been taken out of my entitlement was that the Chief
Minister had approved that travel.
Child~care

Services

Mr DALE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
In view of the $20m cut by the Commonwealth in funding for child-care
services throughout Australia, has he been able to reach satsifactory
agreement with the Commonwealth for continued funding of child-care services
in remote areas?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I advise honourable members that a triennial funding program
has been reached with the federal government, c in particular with
Senator Grimes, to provide funding for the Northern Territory for
152 centre-based, day-care places, for $360 000 of Commonwealth funds towards
the construction of centres to provide the above places and also for 51 family
day-care places.
On 12 December 1985, I asked Senator Grimes to look at the funding for the
Northern Territory because I believed that our funding had been arrived at by
using a data base which was not relevant to the NortherQ Territory. They were
using 1981 census figures which were not accurate enough to reflect the true
situatio,n in the Northern Territory.
As a result of that representation, Senator Grimes looked at formula
funding for places in the Northern Territory. I am happy to announce that, as.
a result, the special categories. program, which funds such things as
after~school
care for disabled children and children in isolation, will be
increased by possibly 100% in/the Northern 'Territo~y to about $780 000. This
was part of the good news that I was able to relate to the Child-Care
Conference held in .' the Northern Territory last weekend. People from
interstate who attended that conf(erencewere pleased with the. initiati)les that
had been taken by the Northern Territory government, including the
continuation of the 20% subsidy to ensure that child-care in the Northern
Territory maintains the high priority which this government has given~ it.
Although the federal' government has cut funding, including the$36m in the
mini-budget in May last year, it looks as if the Northern Territory will be
funded on a basis that truly reflects its population growth, particularly in
the 0 to 4 years of age bracket, and that special' funding allocations for
children in isolated and remote/areas will continue. I know the leader of the
Opposition will be pleased to hear that because one of our programs relates to
Gunba 1anya. We . are .. also i nvo 1ved wi th a chi 1d-care faci 1ity at Mani ngri da.
Right across the Northern Territory, from the most populous areas such as
Darwin to some of' the more remote areas of the Northern Territory, this
government will be abJ e to provi de fundi ng for chi 1d-care faci 1i ti es wi th the
assistance of the federal government.
/
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Remote Television Licence Application
Mr FIRMIN to CHIEF MINISTER
What is the present Northern Territory government position on the current
Austra li an Broadcasti ng Tri buna 1 hearings inA1ice Spri ngs on the remote
commercial television licence application?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, honourable members will be aware from the reports in the media
that the Australian Broadcasting Tribunal is reconvening in the Northern
Territory to determine the provision of a commercial television licence on the
central zone footprint. Honourable members would also recall that the
government indic.ated in the last sittings that it is happy to support whoever
is granted the licence because we have a vested interest in using the
television signal off the satellite to provide education services to remote
areas. It would be quite a plus for the Territory if we can get the signal.
If the tribunal refuses to grant a licence to either party for any reason, we
would not have any communication at all and that would be quite a pity.
Ir,PARJ and the Channel 8 organisation in Darwin are both applicants before
the Australian Broadcasting Tribunal. To date, there has been no succes~ in
getti ng these 2 organi sati ons/ together. That has been compounded by the fact
that, in its report handed down early in the new year, the tribunalsaid,that
it believed that both organisations had serious shortcomings and,. in, their
existing state, would fail to meet the tribunal's requirements' to justify the
granting of a licence. I must say that I have become very concerned. There
has been a bit of work going on behind the scenes to try to bring them
together.
'
,
Obviously, CAAMAbelieves that it can remain quite independent of the rest
of the community and seek funding from the federal government to the tune of
about $8m a year to be able to sustain its operation of a 1icence, while
Channel 8 needs to beef up its resources to be able to provide a level of
programs, particularly of an Aboriginal nature, to be eligible for a licence.
'The situation has now been compounded in that, as a result·of the Australian
Broadcasting Tribunal's decision, we have withdrawn the offer of $2m per annum
support for CAAI~Aand IMPARJ on the bas is that they do not have the experti se
and the managerial skill to operate a station and it is unlikely that they
will be able to develop it in the time necessary to make themselves proficient
and ~ake a dollar out of the operation.
That is regrettable but a further comp li cati on developed on the weekend
that really is very unfortunate. Members would have heard reports that
accusations were made on the radio CAAMA signal that Mr Peter Severin of
Curtin Springs has been seUing poisoned meat to Aboriginals in central
Australia. While those reports .were regarded as scuttlebutt in the first
instance, I have now received a written submission and signed and witnessed
interviews. I believe it is my duty to send those reports to the Australian
Broadcasting Tribunal so that it· can ascertain their veracity. I believe
that, if there. is any substance in the accusation •••.
Mr BEll:'. A poi rit of order,' Mr Speaker!
Mr SPEAKER: What is the point of order?
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Mr BELL: My recollection is that the question put by the member for
Ludmilla related to applications before the Australian Broadcasting Tribunal
for commercial licences. I believe that the Chief Minister is giving
. information that is entirely irrelevant to the question.
Mr SPEAKER: There is no point of order.
Mr TUXORTH: tltr Speaker, I wi 11 be bri ef for the benefi t of the honourable
member. I believe that, having received these documents, I have a duty to
forward them to the tribunal so that they can be checked. ·If there are people
in the Northern Territory transmitting, by any form of public medium,
accusations that people in the Territory are poisoning people or whatever,
they ought to be investigated. Such people would not be fit and proper to
operate a licence of any sort.
Undergrounding of Electricity Supply
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
In view of the continuing problem of trees on private property interfering
with powerlines J can consideration be given to undergrounding the· electricity
supply in Darwin?
ANSWER
The
suburbs
update
concern

notion of undergrounding
is raised almost annually.
for the member because I
to his electorate, which is

the electricity supply in Darwin's older
lam happy to provide an information
appreciate that it is of some considerable
very green - in a leafy sense.

It is technically possible to underground electricity in Darwin's older
suburbs but it would be very expensive aM disruptive to the community
generally. Presently, about 12 000 domestic and 2300 industrial and
commercial consumers in the Darwin urban area are sti 11 serviced by overhead
reticulation. The cost of converting overhead reticulation to underground
reticulation is estimated iit about $45m - in other words, about $3000 1 per
consumer. In addition, there wOl:'ld be substantial social distruption, as
established suburbs would be subject to considerable earthworks and
construction works. bisruption of road use and other services would incur
additional costs wh1ch would have. to be met from some source •.
The existing overhead reticulation system has been designed to withstand
Gyclonic conditions. The member for Jingili referred recently to damage
sustained during Cyclone Gretel. He is quite right in saying that nearly all
the damage was caused by falling tree limbs. Despite the extensive damage,
99% of power· was restoreq within 40 hours due to the efforts of NTEC crews.
In fact, 80% of the system was back in operation within 20 hours. The bill to
NTEC in terms of damage. and cleanup was approximately $100 000, a fraction of
the$45m that would be required to undergroun~ existihg overhead reticulation.
As honourable members are aware, NTECis building a new systems control
centre at Hudson Creeek as part of the Channel Island Power-station project.
Computerised systems to be installed at Hudson Creek will further improve the
efficiency i~ fault finding, maintenance prioritising and supply~estoration.
Hopefully, with future supply disruptions, the problems can be overcome even
more expeditiously.
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Turning now to the matter of trees interfering with powerlines,
parti cul arly trees on private property, I woul d point out to honourable
._members that it is the responsibility of householders to ensure that the trees
on their property do not create an unsafe condition in regard to electricity.
It is certainly not NTEC's intention to penalise residents' attempts to
landscape and beautify their properties. But landscaping needs to take into
account NTEC's requi~ements that the service line on their property is not
rendered unsafe by tree growth. Consumers should weigh up NTEC's requirements
against their landscaping requirements and decide. if they wish to prune trees
or whether they would prefer to locate the service line to their property
underground~
If they wish to relocate th~ir service line underground, they
can obtain the services of a licensed electrician to do so at their own
expense, although NTEC will cooperate by relocating the necessary street
connections at no cost to consumers. Consumers.should remember that they then
become responsible for maintenance, of underground service lines on their
property. During Cyclone Gretel, a significant number of outages resulted
from damage tB service lines on consumers' properties, as distinct of course
from being on the street. In relation to trees growing on footpaths, NTEC and
the·· Darwin City Council will co,ntiJlue to conduct regular footpath tree
trimming programs. Given NTEC'scurrent financial situation, the reliability
of the existing overhead reticulation and further improvements which win
result when the Hudson Creek system control centre is completed, I cannot see
the justification for spendin~ $45m to convert existing overhead reticulation
to underground and the impact this expense would have on the cost of
electricity to the Territory consumer.
Travel by Senior Government

t~ember

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Can he confi,rm that he has approved, or indeed has received, an
application from a senior member of his government to travel to Berlin in the
near future at public expense?
ANSWER
, Mr Speaker, I will answer that question for the Leader of the Opposition
in the morning. Offhand, I do not recall such an application but it may be on
my desk.
Rural Strategy/Plan
Mrs PADGHM1-PURICH to MINISTER for LANDS
\

What is the current situation in relation to the rural strategy plan which'
is of great importance tomy constituents? .
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as I announced last year, the Department of Lands is engaged
in a review,of the development of the Darwin Rural Area Strategy Plan. This
was accelerated as a result of a number of disputes and concerns in the Darwin
,rural area in relation to applications for the subdivision of some land into
I-acre lots. As members would be aware, I .have placed a moratorium on any
subdivisions in the Darwin rural area to that size until this strategy plan
has been completed.
'
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The main i.ssues being addressed in the strategy. plan are the projected
service requirements, the future land use requirements for the region,
retention of land for agricultural purposes and the provision of lots for 1 ha
areas. At the moment, a draft of the rural strategy plan is currently being
finalised for presentation t~ the joint planning group as a working paper.
When a draft document has been prepared by that working group, it will be
widely advertised throughout the Darwin rural area. We will arrange for
display of the proposals in the .rural area and provide plenty of time for the
local residents to comment. I look forward to the assistance of the local
member in disseminating information about that so that we can obtain the
considered views of the Darwin . rural community before we finalise our
structure plans for that area.
Government Support ·for Yulara and Sheraton Hotels
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
In his statement in support of tourism .infrastructure in 1985, he
indicated that, in 1985-86 and in 1986-87, the total level of support for
Yulara, the Alice Springs Sheraton and the Darwin Sheraton would be in the
order of $49m. Can he confirm to this Assembly that this estimate remains the
same or have those estimates changed dramatically ?ne way or the other?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can advise- the honourable-member that I will be making a
comppehensive statement on contingent liabilities during the course of these
s i tti ngs. I wi 11 try to do it on Thursday for the benefi t of the member but I
cannot guarantee that. The statement wi 11 be an updati ng of our exact
position, given the benefit of trading activity in the last 3 to 4 months.
Uluru Board of Management
Mr BELL to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
When will he appoint a member to the Uluru Board of Management?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will be making a statement on the possible appointment of
somebody to the Uluru Board of Management as soon as discussions with the
federal ministers are completed.
Land Titles Office in Alice Springs
Mr D.W. COLLINS to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Is it the intention of .government to open a fac i li ty iJl. Ali ce Spri ngs for
accepting land title transfer documents?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, there has been some agitation in Alice Springs for quite a
long time now about improving the services to persons dealing in land titles.
In December last year; it was decided that a lands titles lodgment facility
would be established in Alice Springs. The need was seen because of the
growing number of land dealings coming from that centre which has grown very
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significantly.
Titles Office.

They now constitute 20% of all dealings lodged at the Land

With the Land Information System and Land Titles Office computer system
that has been developed recently, documents, if correct, could be accepted
over the counter for lodgment, fees paid and particulars entered into the
Lands Information System. Their priority of registration would date from
their time of lodgment at Alice Springs. Although the Land Titles Office
endeavours to give priority to Alice Springs documents and overlooks or
corrects minor errors on the spot, if the documents are considerably
deficient, they must be sent back to Alice Springs for correction. This holds
up final registration even though a settlement may have taken place and moneys
paid. If a document is lodged in Darwin while documents are being sent from
Alice Springs for lodgment following a settlement,the document lodged in
Darwin would have priority on registration.
The system that is now proposed will prevent that technicality from
occurring. With the opening of the Alice Springs office, practitioners or
members of the public will be able to settle a matter at the Alice Springs
offi ce then. proceed to the counter for the payment of fees, checki ng of
documents and on-the-spot registration. If necessary, the documents could be
corrected the same day or at the counter and re lodged. Pri ori ty wi" extend
from that time, though final entry of details on the original and duplicate
certificates of title will take place in Darwin where the central registry is
located. The clerk at the offi ce wi" a1so beab 1e to answer queri es, dted
doq.nnents for practitioners and others and supply photocopies of searches from
the Land Information System. He will also be able to receive grants from the
Department of Lands for checking for prompt dispatch to the drafting section
in Darwin and bills of sale. If the complexity of a document makes the clerk
unsure of how to _handle it, he can send a facsimile to Darwin so that it can
be studied by senior staff.
.
It is proposed that the office be in the Greatorex Building. All
necessary equipment, including visual display units, hav,e been ordered and
will be available when the office is opened. There will be overnight courier
services to and from Darwin. The only hold-l.Ip is likely to be in the
appointment of the staff member. The position was advertised in local papers
'and the Gazette. The closing date. is 11 March. Interviews will occur in
Alice Springs during th~ course of this week and, hopefully, one of seVeral
1oca 1 candi dates wi th a knowl edge of the Ali ce Spri ngs scene wi" be
successful.
It is anticipated that the office will open as a functional unit at the
end of April 1986. It should be noted thatrthe Land Titles Office processes
doc~ments more quicklyth&n other Australian titles offices. Locating a
lodgment facility in Alice Springs is not an acknowledgement that the system
of registering land titles in the Territory is slow. In comparison to all
stat'es, we are way in front. However,we recognised that we could improve the
system in So far as Alice Springs is concerned with some cooperation between
the Department of Lands and the Department of Law. I am very pleased to say
that those, departments ,-together wi.th computerisation, have made it possible
for the government to take this ~initiative.
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Refinancing of

t~e

Alice Springs Sheraton

Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
Why was ,a total of $37m raised as part of the refi nanci ngof the Alice
Springs Sheraton when, at September last year, the initial purchase price
was $35m? Does this additional $2m reflect the capitalising of interest
charges in the first 6 months of the hotel's operaUon?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, full marks! The answer is,yes.
I

Orthodonic Services for Children in Alice Springs
Mr VALE to MINISTER for HEALTH
Is he aware that problems are being experienced by Aljce Springs' parents
the department's inability to obtain, the services of an
orthodontist and that schoolchildren are being advised that the department is
unab 1e to take any new cases even though the chil dren may be in need of urgent
treatment?
conc~rning

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am certainly very aware of 'the concern expressed by parents
of young children in need of orthodontic facilities in Alice Springs. At the
last sittings, I advised of similar problems in the Nhulunbuy district. We
have experienced great difficulty in attracting specialist medical personnel
to the Territory. Unfortunately, we have been unable to attract an
orthodontist to Alice Springs. The department has approached a private
practitioner in South Australia who has advised that he is prepared to
establish a private practice in May next year. I remind the member for
Braitling and the pe~ple ~f Alice Springs that the negotiations with the
private practictioner are preliminary at this stage. Although he has
indicated a willingness to come, negotiations have not been finalised. F6r
the benefit of the people in Alice Springs who need the service,' I hope he
takes up our offer and commerlcesservices early in May 1987.
Review of Fish and Fisheries Act
Mr LEO to MINISTER for PORTS and FISHERIES
I refer the mini,ster to a statement that he made on Tuesday 19 November
1985 when he indicated that he was conducting a review of the :Fish and
Fisheries Act. When will submissions to this review be closed, and when will
the minister be introducing legislative changes arising from the review?
ANSWER
Analysis of the current legislation has been completed. It has been a
very complex exercise. We have gone to great pains in this process to work
very clos~ly with the industry and not in isolation from it. I am certainly
not being critical of the industry when I say that this has delayed the
, process to 'some extent. Fishermen, given the nature of their industry, are
not always readily able to meet to asSess proposals. On a number of
occasions, they have, asked us to hold off while they have a chance to revise
.proposa 1s •.
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The process we have adopted is to analyse current state, Commonwealth and
overseas legislation. We want to ensure the most appropriate approaches are
incorporated in the new legislation. We have the brief on the revised ~ct
which should be ready for submission to tf:le legislative draftsman shortly. A
Cabinet submission seeking agreement for priority listing on the Jegislative
program is being prepared. The fishing industry will continue Jo be consulted
about th~ revised act. However, as I mentioned, the fishermen are seeking
time. Because of that, I did not introduce the bill in the November sittings.
I advise honourable members that we are'approaching the time when the biJl
will be finalised· for presentation in the Assembly.
.
!

Trade Development Zone
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for INDUSTRY AND SMALL BUSINESS
Can he advise when construction will start on the Trade Development Zone
and when local busineSses will reap the benefits of this government
initiative?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, a contract in excess of $3m has been let to Sitzler Bros to
provide the infrastructure necessary for the zone to operate. Other contracts
have been awarded since the appointment of project managers, Henry and Walker.
Contracts have been awarded to RUV Excavations Pty Ltd, Tubemakers of
Australia and Steelmaker Pty Ltd for the supply of valves. James Hardie Ltd
and Hardie Iplex Plastics have been awarded contracts for the upgrading 'of the
water supply. Tenders have.been called for,the administration building, the
trunk water main, the arterial road, the provision of geotechnical services,
and the provision of the survey service. Packages are under des i gnat" the
moment for sewerage works and a rising-main pump station. Eventually, we will
tender for landscaping.
_/
Since the legislation to set up the Trade Development Zone was passed last
year, many things have occurred. Members would be aware that the Trade
Development Zone JI.uthority is now operating at a site in the'old quarters that
were used by the nuns at the leprosarium. In 1986, the focus will be in
2 areas. We have had many inquiries from the Asian region and many missions
from Hong Kong, Singap,ore and Malaysia to investigate the possibility of
setting up in the zone. I have 'made announcements from time to time that we
are signing people up for the zone, To date, 5 organisations have signed up
for the zone. A sixth' organisat::Jon will be the company' that is installing our
generators' at Channel Island Power~sta:tion. I understand th~tofficers will
be signing up a seventh organisation today in Taiwan.
As we provide infrastructure in the zone, it wi 11 be much easier ·for us to
attract organisations., In fact, next month we are expecting a delegation of
15 to 20 people. We are not concentrating on the South-east Asian area alone.
'From May this year, we will begin holding seminars in the Australian ca'pital
cities. Many of the southern-based companies are involved in doint ventures
with companies from the United States, Asia and Europe. It is important that
we should canvass our own backdoor to ensure that they know what ,is happening
and the benefits of setting up ina trade fone.
The political future of Hong Kdngir; 1997 is certainly foremost. in the
minds of investors in the Asian region. They see us in Darwin as being part
of a very stable political climate and bei'ng able to provide exports from

417

QUESTIONS - Tuesday 18 March 1986

Australia to the United States and to Europe where no quotas exist. That is a
very important component of our marketing proposal to the people in that
region.
Mr Speaker, I could go on forever on this subject~ If members have
further q~estions on this, I would be happy to have the department provide a
briefing for them. We are on track. Hopefully, the first businesses will be
establ ished in the zone· later this year. By that time, we hope that more
, businesses~ill have indicated their desire to operate in the zone. ~e are
encouraging peopTe from South-east Asia who do not want to establish in the
zone to take up space in other parts of Darwin. One particular gentl~man at
the moment is seeking to rent some 5000 m2 of space for a particular type of
manufacture. An announcement will be made about this later.
Refinancing of Alice Springs Sheraton
i
Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
I hope he will be as forthcoming with his answer to this question as he
was to the last one. In announcing the refinancing of the Alice Springs
Sheraton, the Treasurer indicated the State Bank of South Australia will
provide $28m over 5 years and that CIBC Australiawi11 provide temporary
finance of $9m. ,Does the level of involvement by the State Bank of South
Australia reflect the bank's valuation of the market value of this hotel and
therefore does the $9m borrowing reflect the potential level of loss on the
purchase price?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the answer to both questions is no.
Review of Administrative Arrangements
Relating to Liquor Act/
'Mr EDE to rUNISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
f·

I remind him of remarks 'he made in the debate last year on legislation I
regarding the forfeiture of vehicles under the Liquor Act. The
Deputy Chief Minister stated that he was about to institute a review of the
administrative arrangements relating to restricted areas. I ask him again
whether that review has commenced and, if so, when does he intend to advise
the people aff'ected so that they may have some input into the del iberations?
introd~ced

ANSWER'
Mr Speaker, last time he asked the question, I told him that this review
would cost about $40 000 and,I would request additional funding from my
ministerial colleagues. I am happy to report that Cabinet endorsed the
provision of an additional $40 000 .to the Northern Territory Liquor
Commiss;on'sbudget to enable that review to be tarried out.
One problem has been determining the terms of reference for the review but
that has now been resolved. A second problem was in trying to find the right
person to undertake the review. I am happy to report that Mr d'Abbs will be
seconded, from the Department of Community Development to conduct the review in
Mayor June. The review will be carried out during the height of the dry
season because you must be ab 1. e to move around the restri cted areas. I had
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hoped that we ma/ have been able to· start earlier but Mr d'Abbs was
unavailable. Once that review is completed, I will provide the report to the
,
honourable ,member.
Introduction to Year 11 Course
Mr DALE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Apparently,one high school lasr year ran an introduction to Year 11
course for Year 10 students. Some people have complained that children who
did not have the opportunity to do this course have been disadvantaged in
relation to those who undertook the course. Is he aware of that situation and
can he advise whether all high schools will be running an introduction to
Year 11 course for all Year 10 students tbis coming year?
ANS~JER

Mr Speaker, I am aware that there has been some concern from a number of
constituents in relation to this matter. I think that the holding of such a
course is a good idea. The problem is that some people feel that their
children have been disadvantaged through not having had access to such a
course. I have asked the Secretary of the Department of Education to
investigate this matter. I feel that all feeder schools should run induction
, courses for students who will be going to Damwin High School and to Casuarina
High School which will become a secondary college in 1988. We are aware of.
the problem. I cannot say that there will be an introduction to Year 11
course run in all high schools, although I hope that will be the case.
Refi nand ng of Ali ce Spri ngs Sheraton
Mr B. ·COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Can he inform the Assembly exactly what form of security the State Bank of
South Australia has sought in support of its loan of $28m? Is that security a
mortgage document and does that document value the hotel at $28m?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I win obtain the details for the honourable member.
(
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Minister for Education's Trip to New Zealand
,

,

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and

ENERG~

, In his capacity as acting Chief Minister, the, minister issued a publ ic ,
statement in respect of overseas travel by the Minister for Education in which
he stated that the Minister for Education had reimbursed the government $1867
for that travel. We now know,that, at the time that statement was issued,' it
was false. Could he explain why neither he nor the Minister for Education
made public the fact that the cheque had not been written until 4 days after
that statement had been made and why no attempt was made, after misleading the
public, to correct the public record?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I certainly could not answer questions on behalf of the
Minister for Education~ which the Leader of the Opposition has just asked me
to do. He also mentioned that I made a statement on the radio quoting a
figure of some $1800. If he refers to the transcripts, he will see that I
- mentioned nQ figure at the time. Thus, to somedegre~, as is not unusual, he
has misrepresented me/ It is true that I was answering ,questions from the
media in' early February on the, subject of questions on notice from the
opposition in relation to overseas travel by ministers and their families.
r

I had cont~cted the Minister for Education in regard to a trip that he and
some members 'of his family had undertaken to New Zealand and sought
clarification on whether he had reimbursed a portion of that travel cost. He
advised me that he believed that he had and that, if there was any
misunderstanding on the subject, he would certa,inly have it clarified
immediately. At the time, I might point,out that he was on leave although,
fortunately, he was still in Darwin. -I contacted him while he,was out of
Darwin enjoying himself on a farm. However, I went on the radio and advised
that the honourable member had told me that he~believed that he had reimbursed
the funds concerned. That was the ~xtent of my comment on the mat~er. As the'
honourable member wen knows, the rest of the story has been\ explained
adequate ly by:the Mi ni ster for Educati on.ORCS to Remote Areas
Mr McCARTHY to CHIEF

~lINISTER

Mr Speaker, in view of the importance of improved communications to the
more isolate,d areas of the Northern Territory, can he inform the Assembly
about the unreasonable delays brought about in the installation of the digital
radio concentrator telephone services to Port Keats, Peppimenarti and Palumpa
by the intransigence of the Northern Land Council.
ANSWER' ,
Mr Speaker, the fight for improved communications in the, Northern
Territory is one that all members of this Assembly become involved in from
time to time. The people of the Territory suffer communication problems,
particularly as a result of1;he sparseness of the Territory. The member for
Victoria River has an-electorate like my own, and I can assure him that the
problem that he is talking about is one that I have been conversant with for
10 or 12 years.
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The 'reality is that there is no need for there to be a prob)em in the
honourable member's electorate in relat-ion to providing telephone services to
Port Keats and Daly River with the ORCS. Itis a very simple operation.
Telecom has a program to dojtand it has made the funds available to do it.
It has the equipment on the ground and it is ready to start work. Howev~r, it
cannot reach an agreement with the Northern Land Council on the placement of
3 tr,ansmission towers to allow the telegraphic signal to go from Darwin or any
part of Australia to Port Keats and Daly River.
If ever there was an example of how the Aboriginal Land RjghtsAct fails
to serve the people of the Northern Territory, not just Aboriginals but the
people of the Northern Territory. this has to -be a glaring example. The
Nortltern Land Council is sitting on its digs, making demands for payments from
Telecom to gain access to the sites and, if Telecom does not come up with the
dough. there will be no telephones..; end of message. My information from the
honourable member for Victoria River and from other people I have spoken to is
that the people in those comm4nities are begging for a telephone service at a
time when all that-needs to be done is to install the equipment on the ground
and send the money. Telecom tells us that it plans to have the job finished
by November 1986. If it cannot get on the site shortly, i Lwii -,be November
1987 and that would be an absolute disgrace. .The Northern Land Council stands
ihdicted for obstructing people from having normal services.
Mr Speaker. I feel for the honourable member for Victoria River who has an
area the size of Victoria to look af:ter. He has to service most of it in a
niotor car because the Northern Land Council wi 11 not 1et him communi cate wi th
some people in his electorate in the normal way. I can assure- you that I will
be taking this. matter up again 'with the Prime Minister and the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs because it is an absolute disgrace. !tis another glaring
example of why the Aboriginal Land Rights Act has to be amended, so that all
the people in the Territory receive a fair shake.
Territory Economic Scene
Mr D.W. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Territorians are well aware of the (gloomy economic pictu're painted by
Senator Ted Robertson in recent days. Would the Chief Minister care to give
the good news to cheer our despondent senator?
Mr SPEAKER:

The~question

is out

~f

order.

Minister for Education's Trip' to New Zealand
MrB. COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY ,
The minister informed this Assembly ;a few moments ago that he made a
public statement categorically stating that an amo~nt of almost $2000 had been
reimbursed on the basis of aClvice given to him by his minister. He was Acting
Chief Minister at the time. Wilen the minister subse~uently wrote out a cheque
4 days after/ that statement had been made,- did he advise his Acting Chief
Minister ,that he had misled him and therefore had caused the Acting Chief
Minister to mislead the public? I am absoltitely seri~us.
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker. the question obviously is more complicated than that. As the
Leader of the Opposition knows '- I, think he referred to the matter yesterday
in' this Assembly - reimbursement had already been made by the t4inister for
Education. As the Minister for Education has said. that had already been
approved by the 'Chief Minister. and: rightly so. That amount did not have to
be reimbursed by the minister at all. However. the minister prqvided a cheque
on the day of the announcement to cover any amount which inadvertently may not
haVe· been deducted by the Department of the Chief Minister. It did not make
the deductions because the Chief Minister had authorised travel for the
honourable member's family members. I think the honourable Leader of the
Opposition probably knows the story. He is trying to twist it as best he can
to make an issue out of it. The fact is that the minister did not have to
reimburse any of those funds at all yet he sought to do so as a matter of
personal principle. and I think he should be admired for that.
Industrial Land at Coconut Grove
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for LANDS
Would he advi~e what action is being taken to develop the currently vacant
light industrial land at Coconut.Grove in my electorate?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker. this matter has been near and dear to the heart of the
honoyrable member for Ludmilla. The land he is referring to is in the
vicinity of Totem Road and Bagot Road near a Mobil service station •. There has
been some pressure from small businesses in the area to try to have. that
vacant land deveJoped for light industrial purposes. The honourable member
has raised that matter with us on a number of occasions.

-'

Mr Speaker. we did not have funds in the capital works programs to enable
the development and subdivision of that industrial land. Rather. we sought to
encourage the development of that land through a straight private development
of the facility without the injection of government funds .. It was a fairly
complicated procedure because there was a requirement under the traffic
planning arrangements for a service road to be constructed. to avoid traffic
entering and exiting Bagot Road. and thus reducing the traffic flows on that
road. There were complications because of other landholders in the area.
Nonetheless; I am pleased to say that we have been able to find a
developer who has now received a Crown lease term for the private development
of that land. The only costs that will be incurred by the government - and I
would not like to be quoted because I am not sure of the exact figure- are in
the order of $40 000 for providing services to one block at the far end which
does not be long to the developer. It will enable us to open up other
industrial land at the far extremity of that site and it should ensure that
that area C~ln now be developed in the appropriate manner.
Bankruptcies in the NT
Mr fINCH to CHIEF MINISTER
I refer to comments made recently by Senator Ted Robertson regarding
bankruptcy within the Northern Territory.~ Does the Chief Minister have any
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more realistic economic indicators that might illustrate what the true picture
i si n the Northern Territory?
Mr B.COLLINS: A point of order, Mr Speaker! The member is asking the
Chief Minister for a matter of opinion. It is a.simple matter to draft the
question seeking specific information, and he has been in!the Assembly long
enough to know how to do that. It is not hard.
Alcohol-related Accidents in Central Australia
Mr VALE to CHIEF MINISTER
Is he aware of widespread concern in central Australia concerning the
apparent dramatic increase in alcohol-related accidents and, if so, what steps
has the government taken concerning th~se accidents? \
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the issue of road .accidents and fatalities in the central
Australian area has reached· serious proportions in the last 3 months.
Members on .both sides of the Assembly share the government's concern and CLP
. members from Alice Springs have raised it constantly. I know the Minister for
Transport and Works and the/Road Sa'fetyCouncil have been doing their best ,to
address the issues and stem the Millage to the community. The Commissioner of
Police has advised me that his, department has become involved in an effort to
bring people back to their senses and reduce the carnage. It is important for
Territorians to know about the results of the police campaign in the Alice
Springs area.
From 1 January this year, police have been involved in a campaign to try
to reduce the death and accident rate in the Alice Springs area. During the
course of this campaign; 1079 traffic infringement notices have been issued
and 144 notices have been issued. in respect of defective vehicles. You would
think that was hardly possible in this day and age. 237 drivers have been
subjected to breath analysis and, of those, 197 have been prosecuted for
. dri~ing with a blood-alcohol level over 0.08. The average breath· analysis
/
reading of drivers prosecuted was 0.155.
The message that I have ·for the community, and particularly thepeopl e of
Alice Springs, is .that. there is certainly a level of irresponsibil ity in the
community concerning people's responsibilities to others. Somebody must make
a concerted effort to have.people acquit their responsibilities in. relation to
their fellow motorists and pedestrians. I will il.sk the Commissioner of Pol ice
to continue the campaign to get defective vehicles off the road and to ensure
that as many people as possible are absolutely sober when they driv.e. I think
it is fair for every ·citizen in, the community to expect that the bloke coming
the other way is stone cold sober; it is not an unreasonable expectation
because we all want to live •. It is, time that some members of the community
addressed the i ssueandsupported the pol ice, the Road ,Safety Council and the
members of this, Assembly who are concerned about the problem. It cannot be
allowed to continue.
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Minister for Education's Trip to New Zealand
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
On 3 January this year - and I have a note of the statement in front of me
now - the Acting Chief Mini,ster of the Northern Territory, in response to a
public statement I made, said that the Minister for Education had. fully
reimbursea the government for the cost of his wife's and daughter's travel.
No amount of money was specified but he said quite clearly that my statement
. had been incorrect and that the minister had fully reimbursed th.e.government
for the cost of his wife's and daughter's travel. A letter I received from
the Chief Minister of the Northern Territory, not the Acting Chief Minister,
on the same issue, states very clearly that the reimbursement was not made
until 7 January. Could the honourable minister please advise the Assembly who
is telling the truth? Was the Acting Chief Minister telling the truth when he
said that the amount had been reimbursed on 3 January or did the honourable
Minister fbr Education not reimburse the government until 7 January which is
the advice I received in writing from the Chief Minister?
ANSWER
Mr'Speaker, this really is a nonsense.
Opposition is trying to inflate his ego.

I

do not know if the Leader of the

Mr B. Collins: Just answer the question. What is the date on the cheque?
Mr'HARRIS: The Leader of the Opposition is just trying to inflate his
ego •.
Before I answer the questiolJ, I want ,to make it quite clear that there was
no need to reimburse this money at all. The travel had been approved by the
Chief Minister and I did not have to pay anything.
To answer the question specifically, 3 January was a·Friday.That is when
the Acting Chief Minister contacted me about this matter. He knew how I felt
in relation to travel. I have very strong principles .about it and I argue
with my own colleagues about it. At the time, I made it quit/:! clear to the
Acting. Chief Minister that I was certain that I had paid because.I had
requestedt~at the amount be taken out of my entitlement when I took the
overseas' trip in January 1985. It was not taken out because the Chief
Minister had approved the traVe.l. You cannot blame officers for not following
my wish that trav~l costs be taken out of my entit1ement because travel had
been approved by the Chief Minister. The ActingCnief Minister contacted me'
1ate on Friday 3 January. He was concerned because he was aboutc to attend a
press conference. I said: 'Marshall, I cannot absolutely .guarantee that 1
have paid. I am fairly certain and I will check it out on r40nday. However.
so that you can make a statement to the people; r will ma~eout a cheque right
here and now" for the amount. If it has not been paid, that cheque will cover
it. If\it is not-required to be paid, then do not worry about it' •.

,

On Monday, we checked o'ut the whole story. It was confirmed that the
Chief Minister had approved travel and it was not necessary for me to pay
anythi ng to the government. However. I sa. i d to the Act; n9 Chi ef Mi ni ster. '
because he had publicly stated that I had made out a cheque. that the cheque
was to be banked. That was on the Tuesday. Really. this is a nonsense. The
Leader of the Opposition has an inflated ego. He thinks anything that
happens. such as the reappointment of the Administrator. is the result of his
being .••

'!
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Mr SPEAKER: Order!
Bonaparte Gulf Gas Project
Mr DALE to MINISTER Tor MINES and ENERGY
I understand that the Northern Territory is currently hosting a visit by a
Korean VIP. Does this indicate that we are close to finalising a deal with
Sou'th Korea with respect to the much-publ icised Bonaparte Gulf gas project?
ANSWtR
The member's question touch~s on a matter of considerable importance to
I will inform Ithe
the Territory and the development of its resources.
As semb ly of the current s itu,a t ion. The honourable member referred to press
reports that a particular gentleman from Korea is in town at present. I think
the report gave the impression that we are closer to signing a deal than in
fact we are. Exploration over a number of years by a consortium led by Gulf
Aquitai ne Aastra 1ian Petroleum Limi ted has outl inedpotenti ally commercial
reserves of gas. These reserves li~ in 2 structures, the largest one being
Petrel which stretches - unfortunately,because it complicates the matter
administratively - across Northern Territory Western Australian offshore
waters'. The' other smaller' deposit is in Western Australian administered
waters.
The joint venturers are verY,keen- to develop this resource but, as in all
commercial ventures, first they must establish a IT\arket and tie up long-term
contracts as a baSis for the enormous developmental costs involved. The total
cost of the field, if it is to" be developed, would be in the order '
of $US3000m. To raise funds of that order, you must have contraets for the
sale of the' product. In the world-wide natural gas market, the rol.es of
governments and companies are very closely interwoven. All governments of
importing and exporting countries take a very close interest in the activit.ies
of companies which are developing resource,s. The Territory government, with
the agreement and support of .the Commonwealth and the Western Australian
governments, is supporting the joint venturers in this project in establishing
, markets in the Asian region for the gas. Following a visit to Japan and Korea
by the Chief ~1inister in May last year and 'further visits by ·myself and
departmenta 1 offi cers to' Korea' and Japan, we managed' to develop some good
r!'llationships with persons in important \positionsthere.
'
,

\

General Kim, th.e gentleman-who is in town at present and whom I am pleased
to welcome to the. Northern"Territory, is President of the Korea Mining
Promotion Corporation which forms part of the Ministry of Resources and Energy
in the Korean government. This 'group provides technical and resource
assessment of projects both within Korea and' overseas. The group is also \
responsible for advice togoverriment in regard to public sector investment.in
resource development outside Korea. General Kim Bok-dong h.as just visited the
coal mine·in central Queensland where a Korean equity investment has been made
in cOJljunction with a sales agreement for selling coal to Korea •.
With regard til the J()s~ph B9na~arte Gulf project, we are still' a long way
from Signing contracts and actually cOl1)mencing development. Projects of this
size take many years of planning. Permit NTP28 ,has been renewed recently
after the joi nt venturers made commitments to the dri 11 i ng of an important
we 11, Petrel No 4 in. the Petrel structure, to defi ne the deli verabi 1i ty
parameters of thatdeposit. Further testing may be required after Petrel No 4
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is drilled. The total cost of that well and testing is estimated to be
between _$20m and $30m. Hopefully, that will be done this year.
.

Contracts are u·nlikely before late next year at the very earliest and
visits by representatives of General Kim's stature from possible market
countries hopefully will continue. The obtaining of firsthand information on
the potential of the project and support for development within the Northern
Territory can only help us when it comes to decisions on where an importing
country will buy its gas from next. The development of resources such as
those in the Bonaparte Gulf are essential to the long-term economic viability
of the Territory. It would have enormous economic spin-offs for the Northern
Territory even though it is a deposit owned by the Commonwealth because it is
offshore from the Northern Territo~ and Western Australia. The government
will do all it can to promote this development, including hosting
General Kim's visit to the Northern Territory which I hope he finds enjoyable
and informative.
Westpac Loan to Mudginberri
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
In August last year, did he personally approach 'the Westpac Bank and ask
that bank to provide a loan of $2m to Mudginberri Pty Ltd? Did he personally
approach the Westpac Bank and ~ask it to advance that loan in order to
immediately repay almost $1m that had been advanced secretly by ADMA - almost
three-quarters of its entire budget - speCifically because he was concerned
about the political embarrassment that would be caused by that matter being
discovered in this Assembly?
'
ANSWER
No.
Water Pressure in _Al iC,e Springs
Mr VALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Is he aware that, during the particularly hot summer months, residents of
both industrial and residential lots and Aboriginal camps on the northern edge
of Alice Springs experience a severe reduction in waterpressur~ and, if so;
can he advise what steps could be undertaken by his department to boost that
pressure and when such work could be completed?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the answer to the first part of the honourable member,'s
question is yes. I advise the member that there is an item on the current
1985-86 capital works program which provides for augmentation of water supply
to the northern zone of Alice Springs. That work includes the installation of
a booster pumping station on the Stuart Highway opposite Mount Nancy, together
with a header tank. Obviously, it is designed to boost pressure in the
northern zone of Alice Springs, including the Di2<on Road subdivision. It is
expected that that work will start in May and be completed by September.
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Study in Communications in NJ
Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
Can he confirm that his government commissioned a Mr Vanderstar to carry
out a study into communications in the Northern Territory,including the
feasibility of setting up a Northern Territory government satellite-based
telephone system that would service Territory government departments but not
private citizens in the rural areas of the Territory? When will this report
be tabled in this Assembly and, in the meantime, will he quantify the extent
of the damage that he has already done to rural residents' by Signalling to
Telecom that a large part of the expected customer base for the ORCS may in
fact not eventuate? Further, has he received information that the 1988
completion date for ORCS is in danger of blowing out to whenever because of
his actions?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I welcQme the question from the honourable member. He has
picked on something that is dear tO,my heart so I will settle in for a good
reply. In case it has escaped his attention, I would like to put on record
the fact that I have been at war with Telecom for 10 years for its failure and'
incapacity to provide people outside the major centres with a reasonable
communications system; lhe situation is just about the same today as it was
when I was elected to this Assembly. Telecom has a ,lot to answer for. What
really gives me the stirks with this organisation .is that it thinks that it is
doing us a favour. We are not Australians who are entitled to something that
everyone else has~_ we are mugs who live in the bush and, if we want to live
here, we put up with what we get. I do not accept that.
Mr Ede: Answer the question.
not.

Mr TUXWORTH: The honourable member for Stuart might accept it but I do
I believe that the development of the Territory is dependent •••
Mr Ede:

You have put it back 10 years.

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, if he would just be quiet for a moment. He took
40 seconds to aS,k the question. I will spend,a few minutes replying to it for
him.
This country will develop when we can all communicate. That is essential.
Only then wi 11 we be- gettin~( somewhere. ,We have to, get the Commonweal thand
Telecom into the starting stalls for that. Let me go back a bit further for
the benefit of the member because heis a new boy at this. Wheripeople like
myself' and the member for Victoria River started preSSing Telecom for· remote
area services, it said: 'We will take you off the radio telephone and put you
on the microwave system. If you live within 59 km of the microwave system and
you pay us $35 000, we wi'll give you ~ telephone'. Many people in my
electorate said: 'Great, we will do that. Give us the system' •. 00 you know
what happened,MrSpeaker? It bought 7 sets aryear. Even now not' everybody
'who. is entitled to be on the system is on it. That is, the first point.
\

Telecom then said: 'Voudo not have to worry about the microwave system.
We have a fantastic new system called the Digital Radio Concentrator System
and we will bring services to everybody in the outback', I said: 'Great, tell
me how it works', Telecom said: 'We will run a system like a microwave system
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through the Northern Territory. You will be able to have voice and radio
signal, but not high speed transmission of data nor many other things'.
Mr, Ede:

You can!

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, at the time, you could hot. If it can do it
today, it has come along way, but it sti,ll has a long way to go.
, In 1980, I asked Telecom to run the DRCS through the Barkly Tablelands.
It told me that, because it was a prototype, the Barkly was the wrong place to
put it. It could ,not do it in the Nort.hern Territory but it could do it in
Queensland. Then it decided that i·t would run the prototype system from
Darwin -to the Daly River; What do we have? We have nothing. It still has
/not performed. The excuses .do not count; people are entitled to be able to
communicate. That is' all' they are asking for. Many of them are not even
arguing about the cost Of it; they simply want the service.
While all this was happening, AUSSAT came on the scene. You dO'not have
to be terribly smart to realise that th~satell ite will put microwaves, DRCS
and the radio telephoQe system out of business. It will provide 'a service to
people anywhere. It I also has 2 television channels, 3 raClio channeJs and
voice high speed data transmission.
Mr Speaker, the fight with Telecom dates b,ck at least 3 years. It
started with the big convention in Alice Springs which was attended by rural
peop 1e from a11 over Aus tra 1i a . They to 1d Mr Duffy tha t he wou 1d not get away
with, scrapping the satellite because too many of themfwantedit. At that
time, the Canadians ha~ 4 satellites, the Indonesians 2, and India one. We
were sti 11 thi nking about whether we ought to have one. Good God, what sort
of flat earth mentality do these people have? Eventually, we persuaded the
Commonwealth to agree to provide the satellite. Thus, at least we can have
radio and televi.sion in remote areas. Weare still fighting. about whether we
will have a commercial signal in the central Australian zone, but at least we
receive the ABC, and that is working well.
.
Next, the Commonwealth informed .usthat we can have a telephone system off
the satellite only if Telecom operates it, and Telecom does not want to
operate it because it will interfere with its terrestrial system. Thus, it
does not want anybody to have it. We told Telecom and the Commonwealth that,
if they do not. want to install a Telecom system using the satellite, that is
all right. They are yesterday's people and we understand that. We are
building for tomorrow, and what we want is a system whereby the government in
the Northern Territory can use the satellite for its i nterna 1 communi cati ons.
Perhaps that is not ideal, but it isbetter'than.not being able to communicate
at all.
\'
Mrtde: Always look after yourself.
Mr ,TUXWORTH: ,T!hat is what I am doing. They have a system which en$ures
that the rest of the community cannot communicate! We are trying to break
through that bottleneck by forcing,the issue. If the Commonwealth government
and Telecom are determined that the rest of this community will not be able to
communicate, we cannot stop them, but we are telling them that we want the
government people in the community to be able to communicate, whether they be
nurses at Docker ·Ri ver or stock inspectors at Argadargada,. Our staff needs to
communicate with government.
.
.
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Let us now look at the cost to the Northern Territory government of
'current communication systems. These include the RFDS system,the School of
the Air, the Health Department Gommunication system, the Transport and Works
system and t,he Primary Production system. We have at least 6 systems
providing communications to everybody in the Northern Territory because'
Telecom will not use the satellite. We are doing the best we can, but what
l,imits us is that we have yesterday's equipment and we cannot make· it serve
today's community.
I am very interested in the proposition of the member opposite that the
Northern Terr-itory government should sit on its hands and let Telecom tie us
to a tree and beat us to death because. it dO,es not want us i nterferi n9 wi th
its golden way of doing things. Here is a new signal for him: we will not
rest until this matter is settled! Terri~orians are entitled to
communicate - whoever they are and wherever, they are. It is not for Telecom
or the federal government to tell us to hop it because it does not suit it.
Release of VanderstarReport
Mr SMIiH to CHIEF MINISTER
When wi 11 the government release the Vanderstar Report so that everyone
can have an intelligent look at the propositions that the government is
putting to us?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker,
regret that I omitted this from the answer. I will not
start from the beginning again. The Vanderstar Report is before Cabinet. As
soon as Cabinet ,has approved its release, it will be ·released. It is a very
comprehensive and far-reaching document.
It has' tremendous beneficial
implications for the people of the~ Territory. You will not be disappointed
with it, although you might not like the way they want to do it if you stick
to the Telecom doctrine.
Workshop Accident at Darwin High School
Mr PALMER to

MI~ISTER

for EDUCATION

Is he aware of a recent workshop aCCident' at Darwin High School resulting
in serious injury to a student? What aCtion is the Department of Education
taking in .relation to ind,ustrial safety in high schools and senior colleges?
ANSWER
MrSpeaker, I am aware of the incident to which the honourable member
refers. It is 'a matt,er of concern to the gove,rnment. particularly in view of
the, fact that the secondary colleges will have more -$-ophisticated machinery.
There are defi ni te gu i de lines tha t need to be fo 11 owed.
One of the problems in some of the Aboriginal commu/lities has been raised
with me by the mf:!mber for Victoria Rive,r on a number of occasions. Asking
students to wear shoes when they normally do not wear shoes can create a
dangerous sJtuation. Such issues are being examined by the government. We
hope t6 send i nstructi ons out to schools very soon.
.' )
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~1ATTER

OF PRIVILEGE

Mr B. COLLINS (Opposition. Leader): Mr Speaker, under standing order 83,
wish to bring a matter of privilege to the attention of the Assembly. I
believe that the honourable Minister for Primary Production has misled this
Assembly categorically and specifically. I ·asked the honourable Minister for
Primary Production a very straightforward questto l1 :
'Has he personally contacted the Westpac Bank in order to assist in
the seCUli'ingof a loan of $2mfor Mudginberri Station Pty Ltd so that
part of that $2m loan could be used to repay to ADMA a sum of
. almost $lm that had been advanced by AD~lA to Mudgi nberri Pty Ltd'.
'--

The answer that the honourable minister gave could not have been clearer.
The honourable minister said, 'No', and sat down.
Mr Speaker, a prima facie ca~e certainly exists, until it is investtgated
further, that the minister has Committed the most serious breach of privilege
a minister c~n engage in. Mr Speaker, I have an official document, dated
16 August 1985, from the Westpac Bank.
All I can say in respect of this
matter of privil ege is that ei ther the seni or off; cer referred to in thi s
Westpac memo is lying or the Minister for Primary Production is lying. It has
to be one or the other. .'
Mr Speaker, let me make it clear that I intend to make this the subject of
a more substantive debate in this Assembly at a later stage during these
sittings. I am not prepared to. make this documented evidence available at
this stage because I do not expect you to reach a decision on this now. It
will be made available in due course.
Mr SPEAKER~ Order! The honourable Leader of the Opposition is aware ofstanding order 87 to which he may care to refer.
Mr B. COLLINS:
order 871

Mr Speaker,

could you refresh my memory on standing

Mr SPEAKER: . Standing order 87 reads:
'Any member complaining to the
Assembly of a statement in a. newspaper, book or other publication as a breach
of privilege shall lay on the table a copy of the newspaper, book or other
publication containing the statement in question and shall be prepared to give
the name of the printer or publisher'. I suggest that would pertain to the
document to which you are referring.
.
.
Mr B. COLLINS: Mr Speaker, I am certainly prepared to do that. I will
quote from the document. : The memo is dated 16 August 1985. The subject of
the memo is MudginberriStation Pty Ltd and the matter relates to the Jabiru
branch of the Westpac Bank which handles the accbunt for,Mudginberri Station.
The document is signed by A.D. Moore, Regional Manager of the bank. Among
other things, it says:
Subject- overdraft facility $2m.
On
'Mudginberri Station.
Friday 23rdlast, Group Account Executive, Bruce Cowan, telephoned me
to say' that Northern Territory Primary Production , Minister,
Steve Hatton, had t~lephoned him to inquire whether the bank would be
prepared to assist Mudginberri St?tion with an advance of $2m against
a government guarantee. Mudginberri is embroiled in a longstanding
and bitter clash with the Meatworkers .Union in respect of pay and
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working conditions. Although contracts for substantial amounts are
held with' Taiwanese and West German interests, the company has been
unable to export any meat due to federal meat inspectors refusing to
cross union picket lines. Accordingly, the company has been denied
cash flow and its· operati on has been propped up by a number of
interests ,with the National Farmers' Federation at the forefront.
Latterly, the NT government, through the Agricultural Development and
Marketi ng Authori ty, AOMA, has 1ent support by advanci ng moneys
against meat stocks as beasts are slaughtered. Stocks are held in
various cold stores in Darwin awaiting inspection by federal meat
inspectors to enable export to proceed. To this point, ADMA has
advanced approximately $lm but the Legislative Assembly is now in
session and the goverl'lment is anxious to have advances refinanced to
avoid any embarrassment at question time.
Following discussions yesterday and today with ADMA and Primary
Production officials, we are asked to 'prOvide an overdraft limit of
$2m against a Northern Territory government guarantee. Short form of·
guarantee, but preserves the usual safeguards; for example, on demand
and includes an interest payment for 12 months. Term 12 months.
Interest rate: JLR plus 0.25%. Establishment fee: $5000.
Our current exposure is in thousands: overdraft limit $370 000;
leasing $64 000; personal loan directors J. and J. Pendarvis $91 000;
assessed exposure $525 000'.
It then goes on to list a number of the personal holdings of the
which I will not read into the Hansard ..

Penda~vis'

'Relevant act, under which guarantee is ,given, provides for
government to take effective and adequate· security. While they will
hold the cold store warrants, the legal view is that title could be
challenged and, accordingly, the government would prefer to take a
floating charge ahead of our own over the company's assets.
I have
(indicated ~that this would be acceptable on the clear understanding
that the government acknowledges the on demand nature of the
guarantees to be executed. The side agreement between ADMA and the
company provides for proceeds of export meat' sales to be applied,
firstly~ irr reduction of the bank debt and accrued interest fees.
In
its own right, given resolution Of the union problelTls, the company's
operations are' extremely, viable with buffalo meat being keenly sought
by overseas buyers. Trading results for 1983-84 show that 1984
results were again affected. by union problems with the product being
severely interrup'ted in the early part of the season'.'
rtthen goes on to list furt.her financial matters which, because of their
reference to the Pendarvi s family persona lly, I will- not read into the
Hansard.
\

I,

'The connection with Mudginberriis long standing and valued,
providing good' free credit funds at 1983. Best figures for
September-December ,inclusive were in excess of $400m'.
I want to say that I had no intention of releasing this information now.
I intended to release it in a major debate at a later date during these
sittings, but I was complete)y taken aback by; the minister's answer.
I w,ill
finish reading the memo:
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'While we are mindful of the inherent political overtones in this
proposal, nonetheless we are well secured, and we are assisting an
established customer. at the behest of the Northern Territory
government .whose business we are actively pursuing. Group Account
Executive, Bruce Cowan,has. indicated verbally that credit risk of
Northern Terri tory government guarantee has been accepted for thi.s
proposal. In confirmation of our earlier telephone ~onversation, the
NT government wou 1d 1i ke th is fac il ity drawn down today if poss i b1e./
Could you please indicate by FAX whether the pr9posal is acceptable .
.I understand that the Group Account Executive has informed General
Manager Corporate Banking' of the proposed borrowing in view or the
political nature of the request. Group Account Executive, Mr Cowan,
in confirmation. of our, telephone conversation.'Signed: A.D. Moore, Regional

Ma~ager

·of the Westpac Bank'.

Mr Speaker, the reason I have taken. some trouble to read out most of that
memo is that honourable members will appreciate that the Regional Manager of
the Westpac Bank, certainly on. a prima facie basis, could be considered to be
telling the-truth, the whole truth and nothing bu~.thetruth in this document
which is to his own branch in Darwin. One would hardly consider that he would
do oth~rwi se.
.
The thrust of this' document is, specific and very clear: an urgent
personal request was made to the bank by the Minister for Primary Production;
the loan was for $2m; and·the draw down was required that day for the urgent
purpose of defraying a $1m advance to ADMA. I think I am pretty right in
saying that that constitutes about 0.75% of 'the entire budget for that
organisation.~ Further documents show quite· clearly that, immediately that
draw down was completed, almost $lm of that $2m loan was given to ADMA to
. !
,
extinguish the advances that it had made.
Mr Speaker, I do not think that there is any need to table at this time,
in support of, my allegation 9f a breach of privilege, any of the other
documents that I have here. I might as well give the minister and the Chief
Minister fair warning now - although I think they may already have the
message - that the information that I have will be the subject of a very
substantive m6tion at a later stage in thes~ sittings.
M( Speaker, it is clear - and I do not think that anyone'would.be fool~sh
enough to deny the authenticity of this document. once he sees it - that this
Westpac document contains, in very detailed and clear terms, a .complete
rebuttal of the answer the minister gave in response. to my question th.is
morning in the Assembly.- As I said, either the 'regional manager of the
Westpac Bank is not telling the truth in hi's document to his own bank or the
Minister for Primary' Pr.oduction has grossly misled this Asserllblythis m()rning.
Mr Speaker, in respect pf a personal res pons i bil i ty; and 1et us not talk
about public servants in this case because that does not apply, if it is
demonstrated that these documents are accurate and that the minister's
statement to this Assembly was false, the minister knows full well tbat he has
no option but to resign. Mr Speaker, I refer this matter to you for your
consideration. Obviously, I do not expect you to r;eporton it immediately.
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I have listened to the Leader of~ the
Oppositiqn. I will give the matter my consideration and I will report back to
the Assembly, pursuant to standing order 84, on my intentions in respect of
this matter.
432
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Bridge on Todd River
Mr VALE to mNISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
/'

When is construction of the bridge across the Todd River south of ,Alice
Springs likely to commence and could he further advise the estimated time for
this construction?
'
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, work
ApriL It j s due for
undertaken in that
members, the value of

is expected to commence on the Ross H"i ghway bri dge in
comp 1eti oni n March 1987. Roadworks will also/be
area· at the same time., For the benefit of honourable
the bridge works is $1.7m.
Draft Al,ice Springs Structure Pl an

Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
A draft Alice Springs structure plan was made available for Pl!blic comment
in June 1985. Thi s' plan contai ned deta i1 s of opti ons for the future
development of Alice Springs~ Would he advise why a final decision on that
future direction for Alice Springs deve.lopment has not yet been announced?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member is correct that there was a draft
structure plan produced in June of 1985. That draft plan was referred to a
joint planning' group in Alice Springs. The group comprises a number of
servi ce organi sati ons such the Department of Transport and Works, NTEC"
Telecom and .others involved in the provision of services. It is typical OT
joint planning groups in other towns in the Northern Territory. Thegrdup
prepared recommendations to me. If my memory is correct, in September last
year it recommended the Undoolya option. This was 1 of 3 options consi,dered
by the group •.
I

(

'The Undoolya "option' is the 'development which extends through Un~oolya
'Station to the east Of Alice Springs. In that'area, there is what is known as
a seismic array:
I do not know the fine.details, but I believe it measures
earthquakes and earth tremors, and there are rumours that it also measures
nuclear blasts.
It is obViousTy a matter of significant importance to the
federa 19overl)ment and, I understand, the United States government. Any
development in Jihat direction could not be completed unless the-seismic array
was moved. Whilst the planning group's recommendati,ons indicated that there
probably would be no problems in moving it, I did not feel I had enough facts
before me to put a recommendation to Cabinet. I have asked the Department of
Lands, to engage urgently in negotiations with the federal government to
ascertain whether- it is possible to move the seismic array and,if so, within
what time frame. In making recommendations to Cabinet, I want to be assured
that-the seismic array is capable of being moved so that any recommendations
to accept the Undoolya option can be implemented.
"

"-

The matter has particular importance because, if the Undoolya option is
chosen, money for ,design and capital works will need to be. committed within
the next 12 months to' enable headworks to be provided-prior ,to release of
subdivisions. That would necessitate that the seismic array be moved' early.
We are negotiating currently with the' federal government, and I hope to obtain
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suitable responses following the verbal indicati6ns we have received. When
that happens, I will be in a position to refer the matter to Cabinet for final
decision. We have time to carry out those negotiations, given the very
advanced state'of development and planning for subdivisional release in Alice
Springs. This has enabled us to solve substantially the problems relating to
availability of housing and residential land ,in Alice Springs.
Allegations Concerning Matter of Privilege
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
/l.re the allegations made by the Leader of the Opposition in referring to a
matter of privileg~ correct?
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The· Minister for Lands is entitled to make a personal
explanation after question time.
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Travel by Ministers

Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
On 16 JuneJast year, the Treasurer announced that ,the Northern Territory
. government was severely curtailing ministerial trave~ overseas as a cost
saving measure. As a result of that public statement, I put a series of
questions on notice to the Treasurer regarding overseas travel and have
received replies. As a result of the questions I raised~ the Treasurer wrote
to me on 3 February '1986 and said that, in the light of my interest in greater
details on these matters, he had instructed staff f~om his. department to
investigate thepracticabil ity of amending the accounting system to record in
greater detail individual travel costs incurred in the future.
'-<\

Mr Speaker, I sought information on the total cost of, those overseas
trips, including accommodation which ~ad been paid for, by using American
Express cards, and was advised that that information was simply not available
as the accounting procedures did not prQvide for it. Could he advis~ the
Assembly if, accounting procedures have been put into place that will enable
the actuarcost to the taxpayers of overseas travel by ministers and public
servants of the Northern Territory government tobe.determined?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, last year, the Leader of the Opposition raised a very va'lid
point: that some detail on .tripswas difficult to pinpoint even though there
was absolutely no doubt that the travel was undertaken by officers or
ministers on behalf of the government on bona fide business: As a result of
his representation and interest in the matter, I have asked the Secretary of
the Department of the Chief Minister, Mr Morris, to put in place procedures
that will enable us to identify to the last detail who travelled, where they
trave 11 ed, what money was spent on,Jares and accommodati on and other expenses
so that questions of this nature can be answered.
.
Rice Recei va 1 Depot.
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
During last year, the minister stated to a meeting of rice growers at
Tortilla Flats that a rice ~eceival depot would be built for their use.
Has
action been taken on this matter and. if so, when will the rice receival depot
be provi ded?' .
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the member is quite correct in recalling that I there was
considerable discussion at it meeting of rice growers at Tortilla Flats about
the practicability and future directio.n of rice research and the future
potential of the industry generally. It is pleasing to note that, ,after many
years of frustration in the Northern Territory, including failures which are
almost folklore, .the current! practice of developing the rice industry with
small, owner-operator farmers is now proceeding well. Figures show that the
Northern Territory is growing rice, particularly for consumption in p~lletised
form asstockfeed. There is a considerable demand for rice for. stockfeed.
Presently, demand is con,iderably in~xc~ss of production. Consequently, we
are interested in encouraging the expansion of stockfeed rice production. With
that as abase, we' can' then proceed to consider growing rice for human
consumption. That, however, is some way down the road.
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/

To assist that industry, as with other grain production in the Northern
Territory, the Agricultural Development and Marketing Au~horityis looking at
ways tn which ~e can provide storage handling and m~rketing facilities for
grain growers. As the member pointed out, ADMA undertook to construct grain
handling facilities,
specifically for rice, in the Tortilla Flats area. . ,
( . .
'.'

.,

. '

Subsequently, one of the farmers, a Mrs J. Whatl ey, wrote· on 18 Novem~er
last year suggesting that a suitable site for the facility might be at the
60-mile farm on the Stuart Highway. I had suggested previously that we .would
construct the facility at Tortilla Flats Research Farm~ Since then, ADMA and
DPP offi cers have conducted an i nvesti gati on into present and projected futur.e
needs of the industry with the object of enabling the board of ADMA to make
recommendations on the scale, funding and siting of the facilities. The
principal issue is to determine the most practical location and, following
that, the size and type of facilities that should be installed,
A report by officers was' considered by the ADMA board at its meeting on
25 February this year. The board decided that more information was needed
before it w,ould be prepared to make recommendations to the government
involving the establishment of a permanent facility with attendant capital
expenditure. Accordingly, officers have been asked to consider and report to
the board on a number of alternatives for the permanent installation.. In the
meantime, I can advise that the board has directed the General Manager ofA[)MA
to make arrangeme'nts for short-term measu}"e~ to provide receival and storage
facilities for the 1986 crop. I understand that a report is currently being
prepared~etailing th~ proposed arrangements for this year.
I understand that
the honourable member for Victoria River will be attending a field day this
Saturday at Tortilla Flats. I undertake to obtain more specific details for
the member so that he will be in a position to advise his constituents in the
Tortilla Flats area about progress on the matter.
Chief Minister's Method of Paying for Accommodation.
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
All office holders of this Assembly are provided with corporate American
Express cards, includi,ng myself. I am weJl aware that the Chief Minister will
be able to answer this question.
In respect of the Chie,f Ml'nister's own
travel - and I ask this in a general sense and do not expect a detailed
answer - is it hi s pract; ce when on overseas and interstate tri ps· to pay for
his accommodation with his American Express corporate card or does he seek
reimbursement by way of travell ing allowance?~,
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I try to book /any expenses that I incur in c6ndllcting
government business on the American Express card. I do that as a\ matter. of
practice because it is convenient. There are some problem~ with that because,
be 1i eve it or not, some pl aces do not take Ameri can Express. cards.
I fj nd
myself using my personal Diners Card or borrowing money from somebody to p~y
the bill. Generally, I put all my expenses ,on Amex; I must say that, from
time to time, in certain circumstances, members of the staff put on their Amex
cards all the costs of the group that may be travelling. Thatcomes back to
the point that the member raised earlier. Quite often somebody will pay for
the accommodation for 3 p,eople in a hoteL When you break that - down, it is
not a fair record of individual expenses incurred because it was all due to be
pai,d by the government. There was no funny bus i ness about it. The answer is
yes.
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Chief Minister's Travelling Allowance
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Mr Speaker, I have a supplementary question. I thank the Chief Minister
for his advice that, in general, he uses his American Express card \.for
accommodation.
In response to the questions 'that I asked about travell ing
allowance for office holders, information has been provided to me which shows
the following.
In respect of the financial year 1982-83, no information was
provided. It is a matter I will be taking up at a later stage.. In the
financial year 1983-84, the information provided to me-- and it has taken me
9 months to get it. - is that, in respect of travelling allowance paid to
office holders, including myself, the average for most ministers was
around $3300. My own travelling allowance for that year. was $3395.
In
respect 01' the Special Minister for Constitutional Development, the amount
received in that year in tax free travelling i:lllowance was $13 314 . . A clear
explanation for that was provided in the answer. The reason is that 'the
minister resides in Alice Springs and was required to travel to Darwin on
ministerial business on a general basis'.
I accept that as perfectly
reasonable.
MrSpeaker,in respect of the Chief Minister ,and Treasurer, in that sal11e
year, as the then Minister for Mines and Energy, he received the s\lm of $22
315 in tax free travE!'lling allowances for' Which no explanation has been
provided in the answer given to me. Can the Chief Ministerapvise this
Assembly if the major portion of the sum I have specified for travelling
allowance in that year - and I have received additional information in respect
of his overseas travel that year; this is a separate amount ••.
'Mr Tuxworth: This is 1982-83? .

Mr B. COLLINS:

It' is 1983-84.

In respect of the amount of $22 315 received that year, and for which no
explanation has been provided, could the Chief Minister advise the Assemi:>ly if
the major portion of the travellJng allowance received in tltat year, which
. involved at the mean rate payment for 280 days 'of travel ,.was to cover the
cost of accommodation in Darwin or if any of that amount was in respect of
payments for accommodation for nights spent in Darwin?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I must confess that my memory does not go back to 1.983-84. I
do not have it oh the top of my head but I am more than happy to 'provide the
honourable member with details of the information that he I'/ants.
Mr B. COLLINS:

I wish to ask a supplementary question , MrSpeaker.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for Hanguri.
Aboriginal Legal AidCTients
MrDALE to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Late last year, I asked the Attorney-:-General to write to his federal
counterpart seeking i nfdrmati on 'on the means testing of clients, by 'Aboriginal
L'egal Aid. Hhat is ,the nature of any reply rec'eived? I think it has cost the
taxpayer a bit more money than that referred to in the previous question.
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ANSWER

.

'

Mr Speaker, 'as a result of representations from the honourable member,
wrote to 2 federal mi ni sters, the Attorney-General and the Mi ni ster for "
Aboriginal Affairs, on the subject of means testing Aborigtnal legal Aid
clients.
I received a reply from ,the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs on
17 February. I would like to read 3 paragraphs which will explain the federal
government's attitude:
'The matter of means testing Aboriginal Legal Aid was addressed by
the House of Representatives Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs
in its 1980 report on Aboriginal Legal Aid and, more recently, by a
Mr Harkins whom I engaged in 1983 to conduct an inquiry into
Aboriginal Legal Aid. While the, majority of the standing committee
supported a means test, a dissenting view was that this is best left
to:individual legal services.
Mr Harkins concluded that the imposition of fees, or a means test
generally, would hinder accessibility and be uneconomic to administer
but he proposed that consideration should be given to a ,mean~ test
with the provision of contributions in substantial or costly matters.
The income of most Aborigi.nals would fall below all but the most
stringent means test and it is probable that the fees collected from
the few who are able to pay would not cover the cost of administering
a means test-Aboriginal legal services are prohibited by law from
charging fees for l~gal services although they could charge a
referral fee, or the solicitors they employ or refer to could impose
such a charge.
The imposition of a means test in respect of Aboriginal legal aid is
kept under review but, until the/circumstances of Aboriginals improve
to the point wher,e suffi ci ent numbers are able to payor contribute
towards the cost of advice and/ representation, the i ntroducti on of a
general means test would not be justified. In the meantime,
Mr Harkin's proposal for· means testing substantial and expensive
matters appears to have some merit',
Mr Speaker, it appears from that letter that the federal government
certainly is not of a mind at present to means test anyone for Aboriginal
legal aid.
SPEAKER'S STATEMENT
Mr SPEAKER: Order!

Would honourable members resume their seats.

Honourable members, I have been considering the matter of questions being
delivered to ministers and this morning's actions' lead me to make a brief
explanation as to my position as far as question. time is concerned.
Briefly, I try to allow all members to have a question during question
time and, in particular,I allow the opposition special ability to group their
questions through the Leader of the Opposition. Why I am raising this is that
we do' not very often get supplementary questions requested but, in this
particular instance, the Leader of th'e Opposition is asking for supplementary
questions,which is provided fDrin the ~tandi~g'orders. Obviously, there is
an arrangement with the leader of , the Opposition and members of his party that
questions are grouped through him. I still hold the view that questions
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shoul d be allowed to all members who wish to ask questions. If members think
there is a'ny bias at all, I can quite properly explain the matter to them at a
1ater time ..
Television Licence AppJication
Mr FIRMIN to CHIEF MINISTER
In respect of the remote commercial television 1icence applicatiol) before
the Australian Broadcasting Tribunal hearing in Alice Springs, has he any
knowledge of an agreement b~ing entered into by an Aboriginal organisation.and
Television Capricornia, NTD8, with respect to their applications?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the issue 'of the/IMPARJ-NTD8 application before the Australian
Broadcasting Tribunal is a veri'important one for us all because, if it fails,
we are unlikely to have ~ commercial television sig~al in the Northern
Territory, and that would be most regrettable. There is presently a fair'
amount of infighting between respective groups as towno snould get th~
licence and for what reason. The ~ember for Ludmilla has raised again the
importance to the Northern Territory of finding a solution "to the impasse.
At the moment, we have a very serious situati'bn. The tribunal is holding
1ts hearings into the granting of a licence to all the areas of.the Northern
Territory, riot just central Australia. Some very interesting facts have now
come before the hearings.' The first is the new structure of voting rights'
that relate to IMPARJ. At the hearings last August, IMPARJ made much of its
democratic record. It said then that CAAMAheld 10f the 9 seats on the board
and the other members represented the Aboriginal j communities. Yesterday in
the heari ngs , i t was revealed that IMPARJ has been totally restructured.
Instead.of having lout of 9 votes, CAAMA has emerged with 12 out· of 21 - an
absolute majority.
IMPARJ has movedfrorri being a democratic organisation to
an autocratic one. Inltially, there was some value in this submisston and
members will recall that, at the hearing last August, the Territory government
did not take sides. We treated everybody evenhandedly. What we have now,
however, is another burgeoning Aboriginal bureaucracy, one of the main
purposes of which seems to be to keep white advisers in jobs and other white
advisers in healthy consultancies.
That brings me <'to the matter that was raised on the radio this morning,
which is implicit. in the the member's question. It concerns the $2m that has
been offered by the Bicentennial Authority to. IMPARJ. I find it strange that
CAAMA is depending on this money when prominent Aboriginal leaders Such as the
Chairman of the Northern Land Council, Gallarrwuy Yunupingu, have said that
1988 ~ill 'be a year of conf~ontaticin, not celebration. Mr Yunupingu's
statement was made because the federal Minister for Aboriginal Affairs was not
prepared to introduce a national' land rights bill. We now have a very serious
situation developing. I believe it. is important that the tribunal comes to
grips with it as soon as possible.
'
As a result of yesterday' s discussion~, a new body has emerged.
It
involves. United AustraHaTelevision which was set up recently. It has the
leaders of a number of Aboriginal communities on its board and it seems to
have real support from the Aboriginal members of the community. They appear
to have the majority say in this company's affairs. It is my understanding
that this company and the Channel 8 organisation have had discussions about
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providing Aboriginal services over the whole of the 'Territory if Capricornia
Television wins the licence for its commercial service.
I think itis
important to remember that this appli'cation is for a commercial television
1i cence. It wi 11 not need to be funded at the taxpayers' expense. Obvi ously,
IMPARJ is r~lying totally on taxpayers' funds for its continued involvement.
I believe that the combining of Channel 8's organisation with the new
Aboriginal company called United Australia Television will produce a group of
people who could perhaps be successful in obtaining a licence from the
tribuna:l.
,

\

As I have said before; the government is more than happy to support the
, successful applicants before the tribunal, provided that they have the
expertise and the common support of Territori ans for\'lhat they are ' doing.
Obviously, the IMPARJ organi sati on is not representative of Terri tory
Aboriginals and is not representative of Territorians and it does not have the
financial ,capacity to carry out, the work that would, be expected of it. I am
encouraged by the prospect of Channel 8 and United Australian Television
getting together to form a group that \'Iill be successful in front of . the
tribunaL When that happens, the government wi,ll be happy to talk with, it
about how we Cil.n become involved in using the satellite, particufarly for
educational purposes.
Chief Minister's Travelling Allowance
! -

-,

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
This is a repetition of the previous question I put to him. However, in
respect of,'the financial year cOllcerned, it may be a'little more fresh in his
memory. Information has been provided to me for the financial year 1984-85.
I draw members' attention to the thief Minister's previous answer that ~t is
his practice to use American Express cards for the majority of his
accommodation costs.
In the, financial year 1984-85, the average 'for. most
ministers was again around $4000. My own travelling allowance for that year
was $3295. Two other ministers, Mr Robertson and Mr Hanrahan, had a slightly
higher travelling allowance for which an explanation has been provided which I
accept: they are ministers' residing in Alice Springs needing to travel to
Darwin. In,the same year, 'at the top of the poll again in respect of receipt
of tax free travelling allowances, the 'Chief Minister received $17 761. Could
the Chief Minister advise the Assembly if the majority of that sum of money
was in respect of accommodation costs in Darwin or if any part of that $17 761
was in respect of accommodation costs in Darwin?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as I said to the Leader of the Opposition a moment ago, I do
not have the chits in my poc;ket. I am more than happy to provide him with the
information that he wants. He is asking questions on detail. I will, obtain
the, deta il sand gi ve them to him.
'.
'
Bankruptc.ies in

t~e

NT.

Mr FI~CH to CHIE(MINISTER
Mr Speaker, my question relates to recent claims by one of the Northern
Territory's federal representatives, Senator Ted Robertson. He claimed the
rate of, bankruptcieS within the Northern' Territory was abnormally high as a
result of/Northern Territory government policies. Does the Chief Minister
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have any specific evidence byway of economic indicators to substantiate such
claims?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, that is a very important question for 2 reasons.
From his
public announcements, the senator would seem to live in a different pla~e to
the rest of us. Later this morning, th~ opposition will proceed to discuss a
matter of public illlPortance:
the problems that are being faced by the
Nor,thern Terrttory due to the federal government's fail ureto achieve 9nd
maintajn a rational andbngoing economic development policy. Thus, the
opposition is also appreciative of the 'problems that are 'being forced' ·on the
Territory by the federal government.
The o~ther day" Senator Robertson outl ined how serious things were because
ofa number of ,bankruptcies that he ,identified. He forgot to say that most o'f
them were personal bankruptcies that were caused by people who misused credit,
cards. He did not say that in the press release because it would have
destroyed a good story. But there are many other good indica,tors that would
show that the Territory is in pretty good health.
Between June 1984 and" June 1985, the Territory's population increased
by 5000, an annual increase of 3.6%. The\labour force from February 1985 to
February 1986 rose from 59 700 to 68500, an increase of 14.8%. 'Average
weekly earnings in the 'Territory, from September 1984 to September 1985"rose
from $334 to $347, a 4% increase.
Prices tn Darwin were very encouraging.,' While the nat'ional average rose
by 8.2% for the year, the Northern Territory i'ncreased by 8.1%. The total
value of work done in the buildi ng industry' in 12 months to the September
quarter of 1985 was $82m., ,an increase of 35.7% on the previous year. At the
same tili1e~commencements on new dwellings'increased. by 6.9% to 660 dwellings.
Completions of new dwell ings increased by 21.3% to 670 dwell ings. '
A broad indicator on how a community is goinglis the use ofco,ncrete in
the community. In the 12 months to November 1985 ,the production of concrete
in file, Northern TerY'itoryincreased by 25.6% to 259000 m3 • The national
increase was 10%. ,During 1985, 7808 new vehicles were registered in the
Territory and this was a 14.9% increase on the 6779 purchased in 1984. In
Australia,
for the same period,
new registrations increased by only 8%.
.
- - (.

A broad indicator that is- used by people in 'establishing how a community,
is going is telephone connections. Telephone connections in the Territory
increased to a total of 70,931 in February this year, an increase of 14.9% on
the same period last yeaY'o Mineral production in ,the Northern Terr,itory for
1984-85 was $872m, an tncrease of 21.9% on the previous year. Private mineral
exploration rose from$24m in 1984-85 to$28m.
.
The' catt-le expor~sin the Northern Territory ,increased fnom 310 000 head
in 1984 to 336 000 head in 1985, all, increase of 8. 5%~,
Fi shi ng was
fascinating. The government has put a16t of~ effort into the fishing industry
and it is interesting to note that finfislllandings in the Territory have
'increased from 1782 t in 1984 to 2120 t in 1985, an 18.9% increase. Prawn
landings rose by 50% for that year.
'
I

On- the agricultural front, which isa very important one for the Northern
Territory because we a~e moving towards trying to feed ourselves and not be
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dependent on other people, the planting in-the last year was 21~91- above the
1983-84 level. The production or) that. planting rose by 21.6%, and the value
of the production increased by 27%.
On the horticultural side, we had a 116% increase in the value of exports
of 'horticultural product out of the Northern Territory between 1984 and 1985.
It rose from $1.5m to $3.372m. Not only that, nursery production has
increased by 42.7% in exports out of tfie Northern Territory.
i
! '

On the tourist front, an interesting figure indicates how the Territory
fared. The' tota 1 room occupancy rate in the NT for the September quarter 1985
was 73.~%. That is not bad compareclwith69% ih the corresponding quarter
in 1984. Takings rose to $10.2m from $8.1m in the previous -period, an
increase of 25%.
Mr Speaker, there are a range of other figures that I could provide for
honourable members but I will just say to the Assembly that, there is a
tremendous opportunity being developed in the -Northern Territory. The
'Ted Robertsons of the world and the doomsdayersof the world will not set the
Northern, Territory back with their continual forecasts of how bad thfngs will
be.
Rural Electricity Schemes
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for

MINE~

and ENERGY

Are there any plans to review the $5000 NTEC program in the rural aY'ea in
view of certain anomalies that have arisen in this scheme?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am aware that the rural electrification scheme is certainly
of very great interest to the honourable members' constituents. She, is aware
that there are 2 schemes in operation at present. The first one is called the
rural distribution funding scheme whjch was introduced on 3~ July 1984. This
pol icy relates specifically to" unserviced allotments in the Darwin rural area
whi,ch had been approved prj or to the Pl anning Act of 1979. Thi s scheme was
introduced to rectify anomalies in the previous rural electrification scheme
and pl">ovides for NTEC to electrify progressively all the pre-'1979 allotments
over a 3-year period. Consumers are required to pay a $5000 contribution and
various repayment options are available -namely:, a 5% discount for cash
payment, a 2-year interest-free payment period or repayments over a longer
period with .such payments attracting interest. There are no plans to - review
the rural distribution funding scheme which will continue until all allotments
are serviced and this is expect~dto be by the end of 1986. That. scheme
applied to a specific humber of. blocks in,the rural area at the time.
"
The second scheme~ which relates to extensions of supply throughout the
Northern Terri tory, is call ed the Di stribution System Pol icy whi ch w~s
introduced in January 1985. This scheme involves the basic contribution of
$5000 depending on the consumer'slo&d. Due to the compl~xities of supply
arrangements, some teething problems have been experienced with the scheme,
,particularly where they relate to excessive headwork costs associated with
expansion of existi~g loads in the system. ,I point out ~hat the basic $5000
contribution is to remain. We do not propose to increase that amount by the
~nflation figure which~as the otiginal intention. We will leave itat $5000.
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I have asked NTEC to undertake the. review, particularly to address ~ome
anomalies which have come to light. It may be that aspects of the system will
need to be contracted a little for it to be feasible in that, when people pay
the $5000, they get electricity connected without fail in a reasonable period.
I will take the review of the scheme back to my Cabinet colleagues and I will
inform the member when the review has been completed and what decisions have
been made.
.
,

Chief Minister's Travelling Allowance
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
At any time since the beginning of 1982, has he reimbursed to the Northern
Territory sums of money in respect of travelling allowance 'received by him in
the financial years that I have mentioned this morning in question time
involving some thousands of dollars? If so -.and I do not expect a detailed
answer - can he provide the Legislative Assembly with the figure to the
nearest $1000 and can he advise the Assembly as to when that was done?
.
ANSWER
Th~ answer to the member's question 'is yes. I do not remember the exact
year but it would be some 4 or 5 years ago. The amount of money was in the
order of $7000 to $9000 • I wi 11 get the deta i 1s for the member so·-tha t there
can be no suggesti on of any scurri lous act; vity.

I would just like to make it plain that I ani quite happy to table all the
facts in relation to this matter. The facts are simple.
At that time, my
place of residence was" designated as 'Tennant Creek and I was entitled to
claim, and claimed, for travel for all the time I was out of Tennant Creek. I
changed that designation to Darwin. I now collect time and travel for when I
am out of D~rwin; According to my listing with~you, Mr Speaker, Darwin is my
place of residence for thepur.pose of travel entitlementso/ But I will .get the
details of that for the honourable member and make them available to him.
Sign at Casuarin~·High School
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Has a decision been made regarding the erection of a ne.w sign at the
entrance of what was the Casuarina High School and, if so, what is its
wording?
.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker,J do not usually become involved with the actual naming of
schpo 1s. I understand that the Casuari na Hi gh SchoolCounci 1 h.as in fact been
discussing the name that the school will take when it becomes a secondary
college. lAs far as the government is~ concerned,we would encourage councils
to be involved actively in this type of.exercise. All that we would require
is that, when a school is named, account is taken of government pol ides
generaJly. In this particular instance, there will not be a secondary college
in Darwin until 1988.
It is ina transition phase. At present, I would
expect the name of the Gasuarina school to ,relate to the fact that,it is still
a high· schooL that will gecome a secondary college in 1988. I have not
received'any indication from the council in relation to that. I do not want
to become involved in that sort of aspect. My only comment is that we will
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have high -schools and secondary colleges. That is how the split is to be
titled.
At this stage, there will not be a secondary coTlege in Darwin until
1988. 'Bearing those facts in mind, all I can say i~ t~at I will wait untit I
have some indication from the council as to what it would 'prefer to have as
its school's name.
Chief Minister's Travell ing A.llowance
I

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
It appears that my I memorY is much better than his.
I would refer all
members to the answers that ~ave been received this morning because all
members, and particularly ministers, utilise travelling allowance as part ,of
their duties.
They should realise how absurd these answers have been. I
would point out to the Chief Minister th~t it was not 4 years ago; it was in
fact from the beginning of 1982. I would al so suggest to the Chief Minister
that the amount inv-Olved could well have been closer to $15 000 or $16 000
rather than the $9000, or $10 000 he has just suggested.

I realise I ,have had confirmation of this in the last answer but I want to place it on the/record: since the beginning of 1982, has the Chief Minister at
any time been paid travelling allowance in respect of which he later had to
reimburse the Northern Territory government? Has he, in fact" 1i sted an
incorrect real place of living in respect of that travelling allowance and was'
. the repayment of that travelling allowance ~ y-esult of an instruction he
received from the former Chief Minister of the Northe,rn Territory?
ANSWER
I

Mr Speaker, I forget the order of the questions but I will try to pick
them all up. Yes, I repaid money fot trave11ing allowance.
It was at the
direction of the Chief Minister. That ~ame about because of the point I made
a mOment ago: Tennant Creek was my home base and not Darwin.
Hi's view was
that Darwin should be listed as my home, base and, accordingly, I should repay
that amount of money from the period that my fami'ly,moved to Darwin. I forget
when that was.
,

Mr B. Colli ns :, The amount of money?

Mr TUXWORTH:
I thought it w.as $7000 to $9000. I said to the member a
moment ago that I am quite happy to obtain for him all the details.
MATTER OF PRIVILEGE Mr ROBERTSON (Leader of Governm~nt Business):. Mr Speaker, pursuant to
standing order S3,I Jraise with you a matter of privtlege. After I have
concluded, Sir, I request that you refer the matter of privilege to the
Privileges Committee pursuant to standing order 84.

, .I

Mr Speaker" yesterday the Leader ,of the Opposition, tabled '-in the
Legislative Assembly what he claimed to be one document that was in fact two.
Those documents were dated 16 August and 22 August 1985. Thefeason.I was
absent from the Chamber during the first part of question time was that I was
making certain inquiries in Sydney. I raisethi§ matter of' privilege pursuant
to standing order 83 because of the information which I was given just
5 minutes ago.
It, would seem prima facie, to use the words of the/Leader of
the Opposition, that the documents tabled yesterday by the Leader of the
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opposition were subpoenaed from the Westpac Banking Corporation by the Federal
Court of Australia.' It is my understanding that those documents are the
property of the Federal Court or, alternatively, a judge of the Federal Court,
and were made avajJable....
'
Mr B. Collins:
Mr ROBERTSON:
Speaker.

Even if they were, it is not a breach of privilege.
That is a matter for the Privileges Committee via the

Those documents were made available tQ counsel of the parties to assist
them iii the preparation of !their case and not otherwise. Mr Speaker', I
request you to examine whether or not the Leader of the Opposition,
exercising .the privileges which attach to being a member of this plate, acted
properly in the manner in which he disclosed documents which are the property
of the Federal Court.
>

Mr Speaker, I request that the' Privileges Committee investigate and
determine: (1) whether or not the documents tabled yesterday by the Leader of
the Opposition i'n question time were the property of the Federal Court of
Australta or a judge thereof; (2) if so, did those documents have attached to
them confidentiality in the right of the Federal Court of,Australia or a judge
thereof, or confidentiality in the right of other parties 'as a,result of their
being the property of the Federal Court of Australia or a judge thereof; and
(3) if the answer to either point in(2)is yes, did the public disclosure of
the contents of those documents by the Leader of the Opposition, in question
time yesterday constitute a breach of privilege of the Legislative Assembly by
. the Leader of the Opposition?
'
LEAVE TO MOVE

~10TION

WITHOUT NOTICE

Mr B. CQLLINS (Opposition Leader): M~ Speaker, '1 seek the leave' of the
Assembly to move a motion without notice relating to the censure of the Chief
Minister~
I wish to move that this Assembly censure the Ghief Minister and
Treasurer because: (1) the Chief Minister did knowingly receive amounts of
public money byway of tax-freetravell ing allowances t.o' which he was not
entitled; and·(2) that the Chief Minister's action in so doing was tantamount
, to fraudulent behaviour, and would have resulted in dismissal. and, the
institutioi of criminal proceedings had he been a public serva~t of the
Northern Territory, and that this Assem91Y.calls upon the, Chief Minister to
resign forthwith.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition will resume~ his seat.
In respect of the matter raised by the Special', Minister for Constitutional
Development,' I wi 11 consider it pursuant to standing order84 and advise the
Assembly
.. within the next. sitting day ..
Mr ROBERTSON (Leader of Government Business):
further questions be placed on notice. '

Mr Speaker,

I

(
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Government Support for Mudginberri
Mr McCARTHY to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
What are the extent of and reasons for th,e Northern Territory government's
'
support for Mudginberri?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it is nice that somebody has asked me to explain the position
of the Northern Territory government regarding the assistance granted to
Mudginberri in the ,industrial dispute which occurred last year and( which is
currently before the Federal Court of Australia. We 'have been hearing
statements for the last 5 weeks by the leader of the Opposition' about secret
deals which the government supposedly entered into. He has been promising us'
for weeks that he will make some revelations.
I have nothing to hide concerning the arrangements' that the, Northern
Territory government en'tered into in the Mudginberri matter. I am quite
prepared to defend what we did. t deny that we have done anything secretive
or have been f,rightened to have this matter r,aised ,in the AS$embly. During
the November 1985 sittings of this Assembly, the Chief Ninister readily
answered questions concerning financial assistance to Mudginberri. This seems
to have iescaped the attention of the Leader of the Opposition, judging QY his
statements in February and March this year.
I have been asked specifically to outline the assistance that has been
'granted and the circumstances under Vihich that assist,ance was given.
I' can
deal specifically with the financial assistance that has been provided to
Mudginber'ri Station Pty Ltd during 1985 and 1986. On 2 July 1985, the
Northern Territory government directed that the Agricultural Development and
Marketing Authority would assist Mr and Mrs Pendarvis of Mudginberri Statian
Pty Ltd with the op~rational" costs of their abattoir whilst it was being
picketed by members of the Australian Meat Industry Employees Union. Using
funds, borrowed from the Treasury, ADMA mad'e advances to Mr and Mrs Pendarvis,
as required, at the rate of '$2.30 per kilo for meat processed at their
abattoir. The $2.30 per kilo represented a p~oduction cost of the meat ~nd
was paid to ensure that the Pendarvis' were able to cdntinue operating whilst
the picket excluded export inspectors from inspecting the~r product and
passjng it for the premium export market.
Mr Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition i{ throwing asides as he usually
does in this Assembly about loans versus purchases. I specifically used the
word 'advances'. I usee that word and I refer the Leader of the Opposition to
the evid~nce given by the Genef'al Manager of ADMA and the Chairman of ADMA,
the Secretary of the Department of Primary Production, in the Federal Court
actions where they answered specific questions under cross-examination and
specifically made the ,point that ~hey were advances. The Leader of the
Opposition is referring to statements made by Mr Pendarvis during that case
and, whilst r do not have the spe~ific quote in front 0f me, I ~m aware that,
during the hearing, the judge made the point that Mr Pen~arvis was quite
unclear in his answer as to whether it was a genuine purchase.' Mr Pendarvis
used the term 'purchase', at the same time saying that there was a buy-back
but recognising that he had paid for the cold stor~ge of goods and that he was
responsible for any sale or marketing of that producLThe judge specifically
made the point that it would be a matter of legal interpretation by the court
as to whether it was a purchase or an advance. However, I note the evidence
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provided by the Chairman and the General Manager of ADMA on that matter. They
were quite specific:; in their evidence. If the Leader of the OpPOSition wishes
to raise it further, I am quite happy to go through the details of their
evi dence ri gh-i now.
.
Mr B. Collins:

You give me no choice.

Mr HATTON: We honestly thought that it would be a short-term arrangement.
I will exp.lain shortly the circumstances involved which led to the belief that
the arrangement would not last for any length of time. Given that the courts
had issued an injunction on the trade unions to prevent them from taking any
further action, there was every reason to assume that the matter would be
resolved shortly and that the abattoir would resume normal operations.
Unfortunately, that was not the case. The AMIEU continued its criminal
contempt of the Federal Court of Austra 1i a, and was found guilty of that in
September 'last year. DlJring August, we, found it necessary to reconsider the
arrangements, given the extreme ac.tions .that were being taken by the union.
On or about 23 August last year, more ongoing arrangements needed to be made
so far as Mudginberri Station Pty Ltd was concerned. At the time, I said it
was becoming apparent that the authority was exhausting the funds dvailableto
-make these advances.
If my memory serves me correctly, the figure had
reached $992 000 by way of advances to Mudginberri Station Pty Ltd. That was
a great deal of money. In fact, it represented almost two-thirds of the trust
account of ADMA in ~o 'far as advances' for agricultural purposes· were
cODcerned.
We were faced with the 'choice either of continuing .that
arrangement and seeking additional funds fr'om Treasury or coming to some
alternative arrangement.
The government then moved to assist in the arrangement of loan facilities
to be made available to Mudginberri Station by the Westpac Banking
Corporation.. The advanCes made by the authority, plus interest on those
loans, . were repaid by Mudginberri from this facility. That involved
$2m credit from the WestjJac Bar;lkirig Corporation under a guarantee from the NT
government~ That guarantee was provided under section 16 of the Agricultural
Development and Marketing. Act. The guarantee was supported by an agreement
between the company and ADMA whereby' the company agreed that the meat
producers' product prior to 30 November 1985, and since held in cold storage,
would represent security in respect of the guarantee.

\

As it turned out, that guarantee applied only ~o meat killed during the
course of' the pi cket; the fac; 1ity was prov; ded for that purpose. Whe,n the
picket line was lifted in September 1985, the extent of that facility, and the
guarantees provided under it, had aline drawn across them, except in respect
of an agreement that, given'tha'fMudginberri Station ,had been driven to the
edge of bankruptcy by the actions of the trade union and had no working
capital, it requested the use of that fund for a short period as working
capital to get back'into the export industry. It used that fund, and I can
advise that all of that money was repaid, I believe, by 25 November. I refer
there to the money specifically in respect of_export-killed meat after the
1i fti ng of\ the pi ckets •. For the meat ki 11 ed as a domestic abattoi r operation
pri or to} the 1ifti ng of the pi ckets, the facil ity is bei ng repa i d through the
sale on the domestic market of meat produced in that period.
Mr Speaker, sales of that meat are proceedin§ but, unfortunately, because
of a number of actions, including the refusal to allow the meat to be
rei nspected to be made avail ab 1e for export ...
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Mr B. Coll ins':
buy it back?

Shame.

Did you hav.e a legal agreement that forced him to

Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, on the prices being received, it is anticipate9
currently that there may be a loss of some $490 000 with respect, to the sale
of that meat.
Mr B. Collins: Oh, a mere bagatelle - only public money.
I

r

Mr Dale: 'Shame on the unions!
,

Mr B. Collins: What about the Katherine meatworks?
Mr,SPEAKER: Order!

/

Mr HATTON: MrSpeaker, that loss
Station Pty Ltd, and Ii sthe subject of
Court. Under the agreement signed
Northern Territory government has first
case.

is recognised as a loss by Mudginberri
damages c1aimsbefore the Federal
with Mudgint5er~i Station Pty Ltd, the
call on any damages awarded in that

Mr B. Collins: That ,isr-ight. "You have a pecuniary interest in the court
case.
Mr SPEAKER:

Order!

Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, it is a11 very well for the Leader of the
Opppsiti6n to throw in these snide remarks. His role in:this whole affair has
been somewhat dishonourable, supporting a trade union •••
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will
question.

confine himself to the

Mr HATTON: Yes, Mr Speaker.
In /-the circums'tances surroundcing this
'action, I do not regret the actions that have been taken nor the
recommendations I,' have made.
I believe they were quite proper for the
Northern Territory government to make.
It was within the powers of the
Agricultural Development and Marketing Authority and the government to take
those acti ons, and they were taken in ,ci rcumstances whereby an employer was,
trying to abide by the law and his employees were trying to work under, an
award and abide by the law. They were being driven out of. business by the
ill ega 1 actions of a tra<;le' uni on. Tlfe honourable members of the oppos i ti on
giggle about this, Mr Speaker. That is the level of the contempt which they
show for the legal processes of this country.
Mr Speaker, to- understand those circumstances, I refer to some of ' the
background that led up to the unusual circumstances that existed in June last
year.
It is a matter of public record that, on 2 May last year, afr award
known as the Northern Territory Meat Industr.y Award was established. That
award provided a wide range of conditions of employment which are common to
employees generally in the Northern Territory and in the meat industry in
Australia. I am advised that all clauses~ with.1 particular exception, were
introduced· i,nto that award by agreement between the employer and the trade
union. Clause 33 was the only, clause not introduced by agreement. ,That
cl,ause refers to provisions whereby' the employer and the majority, of
employees, or their representative, may enter into an agreement for payment by
results, provided that the employees working under, that arrangement must
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receive at' least the weekly wage provisions of the
also a provision whereby, in the event of there
specifically for the kill - for example, if
avanabJe - the employees would still be entitled to
wage for those periods:

award plus 20%. There is
being no work provided
there were no animals
revert back to the weekly

Those conditions arose from a decision on 5 Sept~mber, 1984, arbitrated by
the full bench •••
'.
Mr B. COLLINS: A point of order, Mr Speaker! I refer you to stan~ing
order 112. The minister has been _on his feet for 20 m_inutes in respect' of
this question. This is the first time that this Assembly has sat in 4 months
and we are now on the second 1ast day of th.e sittings. The government has the
numbers in this Assembly. As the honourable mini~ter knows full well, it can
bri ng on mi ni steri a-l statements whenever it chooses. Thi sis a gross and
improper use of our very limited question time in thi_s Assembly.
Mr SPEAKER:
Order!
I refer honourable members to
standing
order 112(3)(b) which' refers to announcing new government policy and the
provision 'of an explanation regarding that, policy and its application.
I
believe that the minister has now probably gon,e as far as he is able to in
answering that particular question. However, it is up to~the Aisembly itself
to determine the length of responses, not the Speaker.
~
Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, I was simply trying'to outline the circumstances
surrounding the award because I think they are critical to understanding the
reasons why the government made'the decisio-n it did. The critical element in
this dispute~as in relatiori to clause 33 which subsequently became the source
of a dispute between theAMIEU and employer's employing people under the
Nortbern Territory Meat Industry Award. ''-I will deal with the facts that led
to that.
From 2 Hay 1985, meatworkers at Nl.ldginberri were employees, not
subcontractors, employed under the terms and conditions of an award of the
Australian Conciliation and Arbitration Commission. The-only arbitrated part
of that award was in respect of the issue of the former payment by results. A
full bench of the Australian ConciHation and Arbitration Commission, headed
by the commission's president, Sir John Moore, specifically refused to insert
a tally system into the award, but did ·agree to support the introduction ofa
pi ecework 'system for actual work done wi th -reversi on to weekly wage rates for
other times.
In early August 1984, before arbitration, the employers and
uni ons entered into an agreement w/1i ch inter al i a provi ded that the _emp 1oyers,
would discontinue actions under the Trade Practices Act and that there would
be n6 further industfial a c t i o n . '
,
Mr B. COLLINS: A point of order, Mr Speaker! I refer you to standing
order 112(2)(b). The honourable minister is arguing the case that is
currently before the Federa1 Court but standing orders preclude such debate in
answer to questions without notice.
Mr SPEAKER: T ·believe the honourable minister at this point is offering
information concerning the award for,~ meatworkers.
I do not believe 'that
particular matter is sub judice.
.
(

Mr B. COLLINS: The Chi·efMinister will be happy.
travelling allowance this morning.

No more questions about
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Mr SPEAKER:

Order!

Mr HATTON: The agreement entered into between the union and the employer
was that there would be no further industrial action in respect 'of the award
and that the parties would accept the award that came down from the
commission.
In addition, there was an agreement that there would be no
discrimination against any employee by any of the parties to the dispute.
The ink was hardly dry on that award when picket-lines came into being at
a number of abattoirs in the Northern Territory. We are referring
specifically to Mudginberri at the moment. T,he abattoir opened on 9 May 1985
and a picket line was in place on 10~ay 1985. I was overseas at that time
and, if my memory serves me correctly, when I returned, I sought to meet with
union picketers and the employers to see if there could be some arrangement
whereby they could get together to resolve the problem;-- That discussion
occurred at Victoria Valley~
Mr Speaker, I sought to bring them together to see whether the unions
would be prepared to 1i,ft the picket lines so the matter could be brought
before the Australian Conciliation Arbitration Commission by way of, a
conference to try-,to resolve the differences before that commission. After
that Saturday afternoon discussion, the union representative, Mr Rowan, and
the employer proceeded to make contact with the Meat and Allied Trades Union
in order to have a conference. That conference occurred on 3 ,lune before
Mr Deputy President Keogh of the Australian Conciliation~nd Arbitration
Commission. At that conference, the union refused ,to lift the-picket lines so
- that the matter could be heard before the commission, a normal practice of the
commission.
On 12 June, Mudginberri Station Pty Ltd obtained an. interlocutory
injunction against the union's maintaining its ban. That was heard before
Mr Justice Beaumont of the Federal Court. The union, however, decided to
ignore that {interlocutory injunction. On 21 June, Chief Justice Bowen heard
an app 1i cati on for contempt of court with respect to the union' s refusal to
abide by the interlocutory injunction. On 21 June, he fined the union for
contempt.
The union then refused to pay the fine. This forced
Mr Justice Mcirling to issue a final injunction on 12 July.
The employe~s had demonstrated in the courts that they were prepared to
work in accordance with the award and that they were working in accordance·
with the award. The unions were acting illegally in maintaining a picket
line. There had bee~ an injunction and there had been a fine imposed on the
union. This had never! happened before in the history of actions under the,
Trade Practices Act. In the midst of these events, on 27 June, we received a
telex from Jay and Joy Pendarvis saying that they~could not continue the fight
because they had run out of money. We felt that it was important that this
matter be resolved through the proper processes of the law so that there would
be no victory for illegal action, driving a company into bankruptcy and
resulting in a victory of industrial muscle over right.
These'were the circumstanc~s that led us to support MudginberriStation
Pty Ltd to enable it to exercise its rights before the court without being
driven into financial ruin by the illegal actions of the unions, as has
.' occurred jn other cases in the past. I believe our actions have been
, vindicated by subsequent decisions of the court, par:ticularly in September
when all of those actions were upheld and the union was found guilty of
criminal contempt of court. It was severely fined by the court and its funds
were sequestered as a penalty.
450

QUESTIONS- Tuesday 25 March 1986

Home Purchase Assistance Scheme
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Is he aware that there is some concern within the community that the
Northern Territory Home Purchase Assistance Scheme will be discontinued in'the
near future?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am 'aware of this concern. I have received representation
, from the Real Estate Institute of the Northern Territory in relation to it.
The Northern Territory Home Purchase ,Assistance Scheme commenced on
1 September 1984, replacing the Northern Territory Government Home' Loans
Scheme. The provisions of the scheme relate to the requirements of the
Commonwealth States Housing Agreement, and they encourage the ,major private
lending institutions to increase significantly their lending for housing~ In
fact, bank participation rose from 17% Of all funding in, 1983-84 to
approximatelj'60% in 1985-86. The amount of the loan a~ailable under the
Northern Territory Home Purchase Assistance Scheme is geared to the gross'
income of the main breadwinner, and the borrower must first obtain a
prescribed minimum loan from a private lending institution.
Monthly
repayments under_the scheme are calculated so that, where borrowers receive a
minimum loan from private sources, total repayments on both loans /do not
/ exceed 20% of the family income. Obviously, this' gives people on lower
incomes the chance to purchase a home, which they might'not otherwise be able
to do. Itis therefore conduciye to social stability and economic growth.
I can assure members that home ownership for Territorians will continue to
be a government priority. The scheme is monitored continually to ensure that
its provisions meet the needs of potential home buyers, while ensuring that
there is private sector'involvement in housing finance. There is certainly no
plan to discontinue the scheme. The present circumstances in whjch all
Australians find themselves,as a result of the federal labor government's
financial mismanagement, ,~should certainly be deplored. We have. a situation
where home building is dropping dramatically. ,A number of Australians are
unable even to contemplate purchasing a home to provide a roof for themselves
and their families. This government certainly has by far the best scheme in
Australia.
It is working but, until the federal government changes some of
its policies and the banking industry,hasthe confidence to provide funding
for home building,. the ,housing industry in this country wi.ll be in dire
straits~
,
Chief Minister's Travelling ATlow~nce
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF

MINI~TER

r,1r Speaker, during debate dn the question of travelling allowance last
week, the member for Fa,nnie Bay said that, 'in order to be an effective
minister of the government, one has to spend 60% of one's time'in Darwin.
agree with that assessment.
Last week, I put a question to the 'Chief Minister concerning the'
$22 ODD-plus in travelling a~lowance"he' collected in the financial year
1983-84.' He responded by saying he could not remember. I refer again to this
matter, in which the Chief Minister collected approximately 5 times the
travelling allowance paid to any other minister. Could he provide l)1e with an
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answer now .as to whether any part of that amount was for accommodation costs
in Darwin?
ANSWER
'-

Mr Speaker~ I advised the Assembly last week that I would provide
additional information. My research'shows that, ,as far back as 3 months-ago,
I provided the Leader of the Opposition with reams of answers,to questions
which h~ has asked.
)

Mr B. Coll ins: Most of which were'-i.naccurate.
Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, they were not inaccurate to my knowledge and
,.

Mr B. Collins:
letter?
Mr SPEAKER:

Your letter says they are.' Do you want ine to produce the

Order!

Mr TUXWORTH: Mr Speaker, if I can just finish the answers, the Leader of
the Opposition can have a say later if he l;ikes.
The information I have provided to the Leader of the Opposition states
quite clearly the travell ing payments that were made to all members of this
Assembly for.the respective financial years. I want to make it clear to him
that the $22 000 paid to me was the total amount paid for the period,. either
for accommodation or for travelling allowance.
-

-~

I

Chief Minister's Trav,eJlingAllowance

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
MrSpeaker, I will provide him with a third opportunity to answer. this
question.
Is any part' of the $22 000 which ~he Chief Minister received in
tax-free travell ing allowances in the' year 1983-84 for claims made in respect
of accommodating hims~lf in Darwin?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I said in the Assembly the other· day that my home base from
point of view oJ'the Remunerati'on Tribunal is Darwin and has· been Darwin
since,J think, February 1982. Accordingly, all claim;; for travel have been
based on Darwin as my'home base with travelling allowances being related to
travel to other places.

th~

Proposed Recreation Lake in Alice Springs
Mr VALE to CHIEF MINISTER
Can he advis.e the Assembly on the current status of· .the proposed
recreation lake for Alice Springs?
ANSWER
Mr Spe~ker, 'I will not be 1ongwinded about'this and I' am sure the Leader
of the Opposition will be pleased about that. I would hate him to think that
we were bogging down question time.
(
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The desire of the Territory govel"nment to build a re.creation lake. for
Alice Springs people has not waned one bit since it was first mooted 5 years
ago. In fact, one of the deep regrets of this government is that we did not
move at the time to start construction of the dam, despite all the furore,
_ because there is no doubt that the people/of Alice Springs want it and we
believe that they are entitled to have it. I have gone to a lot of trouble to
have discussions with Aboriginal traditional owners of the area. The
information' that they gave me is that they are not concerned about the
construction of the dam as long as their sacred sites can be accommodated in
that construction. We believe that is possible. However, there are forces of
darkness at work which will ensure that the dam is never built. They will use
whatever opportunities they have under the Aboriginal Sacred Sites. Act and the
Aboriginal land Rights (Northern Territory) Act to ensur~ that the dam is not
built.
.
.
. The studies that we have carried out on alternative dam sites for Alice
Springs have shown that one alternative site is possible,but it .is so remote
fromAl ice Springs that it may not be a prudent expenditure of money. I can
say to the member for Braitling that the government is committed to buildirg a
dam. We would dearly like to. We appeal to the Abonglnal people of Alice
Springs to work with us on this because it is a facility that will help the
whole community and not just the people of Alice Springs. We· believe we ought
t~ start as soon as possible.
'
,

Rates Levied on Darwin Sporting Clubs
Mr SETTER to MINISTER fqr COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
In view of the recent controversy regarding the rating of sporting clubs
within the Marrara complex by the Darwin .City Council ,and a motion passed by
_ a pub 1i c meeti ng calli ng 'on the clubs tq refuse to pay the rates and call i ng
on government to legislate in their favour, does the minister intend to amend
the Local Government Act to complyw~th the clubs' request?
ANSWER
Mr Spe~ker, the honourable member has been involved in this issue o'ver a
period of time, as .have many other members of the Legislative Assembly who
have been approached by their constituents, on this particular issue.
I am
pleased toinfo·rm the Assembly that I met with- the Acting Lord Mayor in my
office yesterday. _I outl ined to him some of the schemes which are operating
in other municipalities throughout the Northern Territory. In particular, I
had discussions with' the Mayo\" of Katherine on this particular issue of rating
sporting bodies. She advised me .that they have a honeymoon period for
fledgling sporting bodies similar to those who use the Marrara facility.
The
payi ng of rates is phasedi n over a peri od of 5 years likewi se ,I had tal ks
with Alf Chittock, the Mayor of Tennant Creek. A rental system operates there
whereby sportirigbodiespay' a token contribution towards municipal-type
services. I unders;tana that Alice Springs illso has a flexible scheme whereby
sporting bodies are given ,consideration:.

J

0_

The Acting Lord Mayor pointed out tome that there were provisions within
the act whereby sportingbcidies ,could approach the council to have the rCltes
'reduced. 'I believe that that opportunity is available to sporting bodies in
the Marrara area. I believe that the AcUng Lord Mayor would be most amenable
to an approach from the sporting bodies either to have that particular rating
, system waived unJil they have established themselves or to facilitate some
other,means of reducing the rate burden . .
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I found the whole issue most embarrassing because I am the member for that
particular area and also the minister responsible. The Acting Lord Mayor has
giv~n an undertaking that we address the main issues of contention between the
governme,nt an9 the Darwin City Ccunci 1. I am hopeful that the outcome r of
those meetings will put me in the position to advise members that there will
be some rate relief for those particular sporting bodies in that area. It is
interesting to note that we are talking about ~ very small amount: less
than $27 000. However, that represents a lot of chook raffles or guesses at
the number of beans in a bottle. I feel for those sporting bodies which have
to raise that money. I am hopeful that the discussions which I have now
entered into with the !Acting Lord Mayor will lead to a satisfactory
arrangement.
Chief Minister's Travelling Allowance
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
In the Assembly last week, the Chief Minister stated that, in respect of
his overseas and interstatetr~vel, it was his practice - and I know this to
be true - to defray accommodation costs by using his American Express Card.
Therefore, by' necessary implication, all 'or: the majority of the $22 300
collected by the Chief Minister in respect of his travel for 1983-84 must have
been paid for travel inside the Northern Territory. In respect of applying
the travel costs that were provided in J983-84, this means that the Chief
Minister in 1983-84 spent almost 300/days travelling away from Darwin inside
the Northern Territory. In respect of the fact that this(can be proven to be.
false, could the Chief~inister provide this Assembly with an explanation as
to how he was able to claim $22000 in respect of intra-Territory travel in
1983-84.
I

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, theh~nourableLeader 'of the Oppositio~ is on a fishing
expedition and there are no fish to be caught. I! have provided him with reams
of information. He is able to read that informatiorrjust like anybody else.
I have outlined that, for the period he is talking •••
Mr B. Collins:

He is not going

!b answer the question.

Mr TUXWORTH: If he is patient and. listens, and stops making up his own
answers to suit his own ends, we might get somewhere.
,For "the period that he is referring to, my total expenditure for travel,
out .of Darwin w'as $22 000 and that was paid either in cash or by' American
Express. That WaS the total amount. If the Leader of the OPPosition wants to
ask me any more questions on detail, I would be happy to take them I on notice
or in writing.
Chief Minister's Travelling Allowance
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
I have a supplementary que~tion. The Chief Minister gave this Assembly a
commitment in question time last week..., which he is obviously ,not prepared to
honour - that, . befor~ the end of these sittings, he would make available to
this Assembly all of the detailed information that we sought. Is he prepared
to honour that undertaking today? In respect of-,the fact that the detailed
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paperwork is available - because it had to be gathered together to/ answer my
question -;s the Chief Minister prepared before the luncheon adjournment of
this Assembly to provide this Assembly with that detailed paperwork, including
the individual travelling allowance claims lodged for the financial year
1983-84? I can assure him that they are available.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have just said to the Leader tif the Opposition that I have
given him reams! of information and, if he wants more, I am happy for him to
put the questions on notice and.obtain the information. But to expect me to
give a commitment within the next hour and 7 minutes is unreasonable because I
do not have the information here and I would have to obtain it.
Labor Party Strategy on Uranium,
Mr DALE to MEMBER for

STU~RT

As he' is the sponsor of the Mine Work~rs Health Protection Bill
(Serial 149) on the notice paper,together with a notice of motion\that he
moved this morning relating to the referral of a matter to the Sessiol)al
Committee on the Environment on health, safety and welfare of workers employed
within the uranium industry in the East Alligator River region of the Northern
Territory, are the introduction of this bill and the notice of motion part of
the Australian Labor Party's strategy to cause disruption to the uranium
industry as illustrated by its support for .the unions ••.
Mr B. Collins: This question is, absurd.
seeks an opinion from the honourable member.

Apart from anything else, it

Mr'SPEAKER: Order! In asking his question, would the honourable member
for Wanguri refrain from asking the member for Stuart for "'an opinion.
;'

-

Mr DALE: Is it 'a fact that the i ntroduct i on of the bi 11 and the noti ce of
motion given this morning are an indication of the Australian Labor Party's
strategy to cause disruption to the uranium industry as illustrated by its
support ,for the unionjstswho recently prevented the shipment of yellowcake
conservatively estimated to be worth $40m. together with support for current
industrial disruption at the Ranger Mine?
ANS~JER

MrSpeaker, the answer to the honourable member's question is no.
Land RiglilsAmendment
Mr D.W. COLLINS

~o

CHIEF MINJSTER

Mr Speaker, I understand that he has just met with the federal Minister
for Aboriginal Affairs over proposed land ~i~hts amendments. Would he outline
the points of agreement reached at this stage?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am not sure that I can advise of many points of agreement.
There is no doubt that there will be amendments to the Aboriginal Land Rights
Act that will improve the present situation in relation to the admi,nistration
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of Aboriginal land in the Northern Territory, particularly in respect of
access tO,land from the point of view of both the European and Aboriginal
communities. Until the fine details of the legislation are available to us,
it is pretty hard to say whether the commitments given by the federal Minister
for Aborigjnal Affairs will be fulfilled.
\You wouJd recall, Mr Speaker, thgt some 6to 9 months ago the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs and the Prime Mini~ter both stated that the veto on mining
on Aboriginal land was to go. We have found that this is not the case.
Instead, i t is to be watered down. It 1's pretty hard to be sure exactly what
chang,es will benefit the - Northern Territory community as a whole. ' I had a
strong disagreement with the federal Minister for Aboriginal A'ffairs on the
likely implication,s, of the new veto arrangements. l,accept that some of the
proposed arrangements may help the administration of the Land Rights Act and
mining on _Aboriginal land, but I have a great deal of difficulty with the
proposition that Aboriginflls should have the right to veto exploration on land,
for a p~riod Of 5 years. That is really to the detriment of the Northern
Territory. We all own land in different ways; we all have a responsibility to
the community to see land developed to the benefit of the community where that
is possible. In the case of mining, none of us should have 'the opportunity to
say that there will be no exploration and there will be no mining, because the
fruits of mining generally b~nefit the whole community. I think it will be
tragic for the Territory 'if _we are to have a situation where traditional
owners, even for their own good reasons, can say that' there will be no
exploration over 'large tracis of land ~nd lock that 'land away for 5 years at a
,time by so doing., I think that would be to the, total" disadvantage of the,
'Northern Territory mining industry, the 'Northern ,Territory community and,
'ultimately, to Aboriginals themselves.
I
Senior Secondary Marking System
, Mr FINCH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
!

, Whatichanges are pro'posed to the marking system for senior secondary
students--:wi thi n the Northern Territory and what impact wi 11 those changes have
on tertiary education and the employment prospects of Territory students?
ANSWER
,
~r

Speaker, I am pleased that the honou~able member has raised this
\question be,cause I know that it has caused some concern in the community.
" Naturally, any changes that are to be made in relation to examination systems
are of major concern, and need to be looked at in detail. I can assure the
students of the Northern Territory that they will not be disadvantaged as a
result of this change. As far as the Territory is concerned, we must/ensure
that we,are locked ;'nto'the interstate system so that there can be no doubt
about the cr~dibility of the examinations that we have in the Territory and,
the r~sults oTthose examinations cannot be queried in relation to employment
opportunities in the states or, the entry into tertiary institutions elsewhere
in Austral ia.,
'
,
_
_ \,~ will read the changes that are to be ,implemented at this stage so that
people can check back, on them at a future date. First, the achievements in
both publicly-examined and school-assessed subjects will be reported on, the
Senior Secondary Assessment Bo.ard of 'South Australia's certificate, as a
numerical score out of 20, with a corresponding letter grading,A to E,and a
bri ef descri pti on of the quality o~ the achi evement. The scale to be u,sed is
(

,
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as follows: 20 - outstanding achievement in all syllabus objectives; 17 to
19 - very high achievement in subject object ves, which would also have a
letter grading of A; 14 to 16 - high achievement n subject objectives with a
grading of B; 11 to! 13 - competent achievement in subject objectives with a "
grading of C; 8to 10 - marginal achievement in subject objectives with a
grading of D; and 0 to 7 - low" achievement in subject objectives with a
gradi ng of E. Secondly, scores shown on the certi fi cates wi 11 not be subject
to cross-subject scaling, which is the process which attempts to even. out
differences .in the level of difficulty between, -for example, modern world
hi story and physics. Thi rdly, because each subject wi 11 have a score out.
of 20, the aggregate sco"rewill now be out of 100 rather than 500. Tertiary
entrance data will 'be reported ona detachable part of the certificate
document rather than on the certificate itself. It will show scores which
have been processed through cross-subject scaling.
As I stated in my opening remarks, there is indeed a great deal of concern
in relation to the changes that are being. implemented from the Senior
Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia. Their rationale need~ to be
mentioned here. Three main reasons have been put 'forward for the change. The
first' is that the Senior Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia
considers that the use of a laO-point scale for each subject is itat1st1cally.
unsound, a/nd thata20-point scale is l\Iore valid. The second point is that,
whilst it is convenient to use a lOa-point scale with a derived aggregate out
of 500 as· a basis for tertiary selection, it is unfair,to students because
there are substantial inbullt errors of measurement. The Senior Secondary
Assessment Board of South Australia has calculated that the standard error of
measurement in each subject score out of 100 is at least 5 points, and that
the error of the 500-point aggregate scale in the range used for tertiary
entrants is at least 15 points. It is thus quite unfair to determine a
cut-off point using the SOD-point scale. There is no statistically valid
basis for saying, for example, that a score of 350 is better· than a score
of 349 or 34-5 or 340. The new 100-point scale will eventually result in
tertiary selection being made not solely on aggregate ,score as large numbers
of applicants will be grouped on the same score out of 100. However,in 1986
and 1987, the tertiary institution will still receive aggregates effectively
scaled out of 500. The third reason is that the board wishes to move towards
eliminating the difference between publicly-examined and school-assessed
subjects. Hence the common reporting scale. The Senior Secondary Assessment
Board of South Australia has also increased the weight being given to school
assessme~tsin~he publicly-examined subjects from .25% to 50%:
It is of ~oncern to u~ that these changes are occurring, but I again
indicate' to members that we must presently remain locked in with one' of the
states so that our credibility remains high in relation to examinations,
access to tertiary institutions and job opportunities for our young people in
other. states. However, we have our concerns. I reiterate that students will·
not be disadvantaged at this time. I will be taking the issue up further with
the mi ni sters from the other st~te educati on systems'.
!

Joondana Investments
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
Can he confirm that the Joondana'Investments has been selected to build
community facilities, including a swimming pool at Palmerston for which land
is now being allocated •. '. Can he c9nfirm that, between 1976 and 1978, Joqndana
Investments lent $142 056 to the company who had as its director a person who
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subsequently held a senior position with the Palmerston Development Authority
and a ~enior position within the,Department of Lands and who is currently
involved in the setting of conditions for land allocations to Joondana
Investments?
"
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can confi rm the first part of that questi on. r am unaware'
of the details of the second part of the question and, therefore, I am unable
to confirm or de!1y it. If the honourable member would like to ~iveme the
details, I can have the matter investigated.
/

Plans for Combined Tourist

De~elopments

Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for TOURISM
Can he advise whether the Tourist Commission has plans for the combined
tourist development of Litchfield Park on Stapleton Station, Berry Springs Zoo
and historical sites on Channel Island.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the short answer is no. Most of us would be aware that
developments on Stapleton Station, now known as Litchfield Park, will oocur
hopefully in the very near future. The Northern Territory Tourist Commission
will include such places of interest in its promotional brochures as it does
for other areas of importance in the Northern Territory.
Attorney-General's Private Charter Trip
Mr B. COLLINS to ATTORNEY-GENERAL /
Can he confirm that, since we met last week, he used a private charter to
return to the Northern' Territory from interstate at an estimated cost
of $12 000.
ANSWER
,Mr Speaker, I certainly did engage a charter on Saturday afternoon after
being stranded in Adelaide. I attended a meetjng of ministers responsible for
the National Companies and Securities Scheme on Friday. Unfortunately, on
Saturday, the refuelling unions in Melbourne decided to pull some antics and
the flight that I was scheduled to travel on was cancelled. The advice that
the fl i ght was cance 11 ed was recei ved from TAA by, passengers at about
10 minutes before noon. The Ansett flight to Darwin had left some
2 or 3 hours earlier. In fact, that flight was full because, earlier that
morning, we had attempted to book on the Ansett flight. I was advised that
there were no seats available for Darwin. The reason J wanted to change planes
was simply to get home that couple of hours earlier. TAA advised me that
there was no indication when flights to Darwin would resume and that, when
flights did resume, passengers booked on the flights would ~ave priority over
passengers left stranded by cancelled flights.
I

We had 5 Northern Territory government officers seeking to return
Darwin at that time: myself and a ministerial officer, an officer from
Department of Law who was my adviser during the meeting, the Chairman of
TAB who had arri..,ed in Adelaide that morning or the previous night and

458

to
the
the
was

QUESTIONS - Tuesday 25 March 1986

booked on the same fl i ghtand the Crown Sol i ci tor .who was return; ng to Oil rwi n
from a conference in Hobart. In addition, another 4 persons were placed on
board the plana. They were employees of TAA whom we took as far as Alice
Spri ngs. We had.a full pl ane of. 9 passengers to Ali ce Springs and the
remaining 5 continued on to Darylin. I have not found out as yet whather there
were any passengers forthe,flightfrom Darwin bacK to Adelaide.forwhichwe
had to pay to obtain that charter. I laftword prior to leaving ,Adelaide with
Air North'in . . Darwin and indeed with the office of the :companyconcerned in
Darwin that the plane would be availabl~oi.lt of Darwin for any passengers
going south and that we would seek from them some contribution· towards the
cos.t of the fl ight.
/

.

' " . "

-

,"

The reason why I chartered the plane -reluctantly because no one~ould
spend 7 hours dn an aerop 1ane .if he di d not have to- was because thE!re was no
. guarantee of getting out of there on Sunday or,indeed, Monday •. Balancing an
the costs involved in that, I decided it was the most prudent course of
.
.
action.
\

\
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WRITTEN QUESTIONS - NOT ANSWERED BY 11 JUNE 1986

4 June 1985
10.

Freight and Related Costs Inquiry

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1. What action has been taken by the government on part 1 of the
report of the Inquiry into Freight and Related Costs which
was tabled on 1 March 1984?

2.

What further action is being considered?

3.

What action has been taken or is being considered in respect
of part 2 of the report of that inquiry which was tabled on
30 August 1984?

20 August 1985

19.

Court Proceedings - Northern Territory
Government

Mr B. COLLINS to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
1.

Since self-government, in what proceedings has the Northern
Territory government been involved before either the High
Court or the Federal Court?

2.

In respect of each proceedings, what was the cost to the
government?

18 March 1986
64.

Aboriginal Community Funding

Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1.

What amounts were provided for Town Management Public
Utilities funding of each Aboriginal community for 1984-85?

2.

What amounts were specifically allocated for fuel costs for
electricity generation on each Aboriginal community for
1984-85?

3.

What amounts were provided for TMPU funding to each community
for 1985-86?

4.

How much have the amounts of the allocations in 3 above been
reduced pursuant to the new policy of 'user pays' for
essential services?
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liquor - Revenue,
Rehabilitation and Preventative Programs

65.

Mr EDE to DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER
1. What annual income does the Northern Territory
Commission generate?

Liquor

2. , How much does the Northern Territory government spend on:
(a)

rehabilitation programs for alcoholics; and

(b)

preventative programs in relation to alcohol use?

4 April 1986
67.

Travelling Allowance - Chief Minister

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER and TREASURER
1. What was the total amount of money claimed and paid to the
member for Barkly in travelling allowances for the year
1982-83?
2.

In respect of that money, was the member for Barkly directed
to pay any amount back to consolidated revenue by the former
Chief Minister (the Hon P.A.E. Everingham) or the former
Treasurer (the Hon M.B. Perron); if so, what amount was paid
into consolidated revenue?

3.

Is there document evidence as to the amount of money which
the member for Barkly was directed to pay back; if so will
the Chief Minister provide a copy of that evidence to the
Leader of the Opposition?

4.

Has the member for Barkly
amount of travelling
circumstances at any stage
first 6 months of the year

68.

been required to pay back any
allowance claimed in similar
in subsequent years, including the
1985-86?

Overseas Travelling Allowance
Chief Minister

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER and TREASURER
Is the $300 shown to have been paid out to the member for Barkly
for travelling allowances for overseas trips in 1983-84 (provided
to the Leader of the Opposition in a recent answer to Written
Question Number 14) an accurate representation of the facts?
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69.

Travelling Allowance Documentation
Chief Minister

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER and TREASURER
Are the following documents for the period from 1 January 1980 to
date ava il ab 1e:
a.

copies of all travelling allowance forms tendered by the
member for Barkly;

b.

copies of any debt notices
Barkly;

c.

copies of receipts for any repayments of travelling allowance
advanced to the Chief Minister as the member for Barkly;

d.

copies of any correspondence between the former Chief
Minister (the Han P.A.E. Everingham) and the member for
Barkly in relation to travelling allowance;

e.

copies of any correspondence between the former Treasurer
(the Hon M.B. Perron) or any other government minister or
public servant and the member for Barkly in relation to
travelling allowance;

raised against the member for

if so, will the Chief Minister provide copies of the documents to
the Leader of the Opposition?
70.

Overseas Travel - Chief Minister

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER and TREASURER
1. What was the nature of ministerial business conducted on the
Chief Minister's trip to Singapore, via Perth, and Kota
Kinabalu between 30 January 19B5 and 5 February 1985?
2.

Was the Chief Minister accompanied by his wife, Mr Syd
Saville and his wife?

3.

What was the total cost of this trip, including the cost for
those accompanying the Chief Minister?

71.

Travelling Allowances 1983-84
Chief Minister

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER and TREASURER
1. What was the financial breakdown which would fully account
for the $22 315 in travelling allowances paid to the member
for Barkly in the year 1983-84?
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2.

Is there any supporting documentation; if so, will the Chief
Minister provide a copy to the Leader of the Opposition?

72.

American Express - Corporate Credit Cards

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER and TREASURER
What was the total amount of money expended by the Northern
Territory government to cover the cost of purchases by all
holders of government issued American Express Corporate Credit
Cards for the following years:
1980-81;
1981-82;
1982-83;
1983-84;
1984-85; and
for the first 6 months of the year 1985-86?
Credit Cards
Legislative Assembly Office-holders
and Public Servants

73.

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER and TREASURER
What were the individual total amounts paid by the Northern
Territory government for each American Express Corporate Credit
Card held by office-holding members of the Northern Territory
Legislative Assembly and senior public servants for the years
from 1980-81 to 1984-85 and for the first 6 months of the year
1985-86?
Overseas Travel - General Expenditure

74.

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER and TREASURER
1.

Did an office-holding member of the Northern Territory
Legislative Assembly spend approximately $6000 on one dinner
for a small party of guests on an overseas trip?

2.

Did this account include the purchase of bottles of champagne
at a cost of approximately $350 each?

3.

Has the Chief Minister investigated the matter; if so,
a.

has he confirmed the substance of the recent newspaper
report, and

b.

what action, if any has the Chief Minister taken?
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American Express - Corporate Cards

76.

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER and TREASURER
Does American Express have the capacity to provide swift recall
of any purchase on a Corporate Credit Card if requested?
Tourist Commission - Financial Statements
1983-84

78.

Mr SMITH to TREASURER
Did the Treasurer approve an extension of time, under
section 68(1) of the Financial Administration and Audit Act, for
the Northern Territory Tourist Commission to prepare a submission
to the minister on its financial statements for the year 1983-84;
if so:

79.

a.

how many extensions did the Treasurer approve;

b.

what was the length of time of each extension; and

c.

what were the reasons for approving each extension?
Katherine East Subdivision - Stage III

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
1.. Who was the successful
Stage III subdivision?

tenderer for the

Katherine East

2.

What was the tender price for the development of the
subdivision?

3.

Were there any other tenders which quoted a lower price?

4.

How many blocks are there in the proposed subdivision?

5.

How many of these blocks are to be offered back to the
Housing Commission?

6.

What price was nominated by the successful tenderer for the
blocks to be offered to the Housing Commission?

7.

Were there any other tenders which quoted a lower price?

8.

Was the tender which offered the best financial return to the
government accepted; if not, why not?
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Beaufort Hotel - Government Rented Space

80.

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
1. How much space is the Government renting in the Beaufort
Hotel complex?
2. At what rate, or rates, is this space being rented?
3.

On what basis are the payments for the rented space arranged?

4. How much money has the Government paid so far in:
(i)

renta I; and

(ii)

fitting out expenses,

for this space?
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53.

Education Programs - HTD Channel 8

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
What 'is the cost to the Northern Territory government of the
education programs shown by NTD Channel 8 in the last school
semester, 1985?
ANSWER
The actual direct cost to the Northern Territory government was
$2412.
Tourist Commission - Payroll Preparation

61.

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for INDUSTRY and SMALL BUSINESS
1.

Which company has the contract for payroll preparation and
processing for the Tourist Commission?

2.

What is the period of the contract?

3.

Were expressions of interest or tenders
contract was awarded?

called

before

this

ANSWER
1.

A service agreement (as distinct from a contract) has been
entered into with an Adelaide based company, Computer
Technology.

2.

The service agreement is for a period of 12 months.

3.

No.
The service costs approximately $2400 per annum and
under section 20 of the Financial Administration and Audit
Act the requirements for the calling of public tender do not
apply if 'The estimated cost does not exceed $10 000 (when at
least three representative quotations shall. wherever
possible. be obtained).'
The availability of this type of service is extremely limited
and Computer Technology is the recognised leader in this
particular field.
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63.

Warrawulla Association - lump Sum Payment

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1.

Was a lump sum payment made to a retiring employee of the
Warrawulla Association, Borroloola, in December 1985 or
January 1986 from the association's Corrrnunity Employment
Programme (CEP) account?

2.

Was the payment authorised by an officer of the Department of
Community Development; if so, was the Minister for Community
Development aware of the authorisation?

3.

To whom was
calculated?

4.

What steps have been taken to reimburse the association's CEP
fund the amount that was paid out?

5.

Should a payment of this nature have been made from a CEP
account?

the payment made and how was the lump sum

ANSWER
1.

Yes.

2.

No - the transaction was an internal office matter for the
Warrawulla Association.
No Department of Community
Development officer's authorisation was required. When this
matter was first raised with me on 5 February at Borroloola,
I immediately requested auditors to respond to the
association's request for assistance and advice. The audit
has been completed and a report made to the association.

3.

The termination payments were made to a number of employees,
including Mr N. Brown and Mrs P. Brown.
The payment
calculations have been examined by the auditors. They did
not make any comment thereon.
However, the auditors did
comment on an associated payment for repatriation airfares.
The amount paid to the 2 employees totalled $5200.00. This
was intended to cover return airfares and also included 1
child at an adult airfare rate. The entitlement recalculated
by the auditors amounted to $2354.70.
The apparent
overpayment totals $2845.30. The association is aware of
this and has been advised to seek reimbursement from the
ex-employees concerned.

4.

The association drew the termination payments from CEP funds
held by the association, due to a temporary liquidity problem
in its current account. The matter was rectified, the funds
reimbursed and the Department of Community Development has
already approved an adjustment to the association's budget
and grants for the current year to allow for this.
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5.

No, given the association's practice of holding its funds in
separate bank accounts. Had the various funds been held in 1
current account, at the same time being readily identifiable
through a more sophisticated accounting system, the the
liquidity problem would not have arisen.

66.

Sporting Bodies - Grants

Mr EDE to MINISTER for YOUTH, SPORT, RECREATION and
ETHNIC AFFAIRS
What are the specific details of approved grants to sporting
organisations and associations throughout the Northern Territory
for 1984-85 and for 1985-86, with particular reference to:
(a)

the name of each organisation or association;

(b)

their base centre and the region they cover;

(c)

the amount granted; and

(d)

purpose of grant?

ANSWER
See following 6 pages.
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CENTRE
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Air Rifle &Smallbore Assoc of NT
Aikikai NT (Aikido)
Alice Springs Amateur Cycling Assoc
Alice Springs Basketball Association
Alice Springs Bowling Club
Alice Springs Gliding Club
Alice Springs Golf Club
Alice Springs Motorcycle Club
Alice Springs Pistol Club
Alice Springs Pony Club
Alice Springs Squash Racquets
Alice Springs Table Tennis
Alice Springs Tennis Association
Ali Curung Council
Alyangula Squash Centre
Amateur Fishermans Assoc of NT
Amoonguna Community Council
Angurugu Community Council
Arafura Bowls Club
Arunga Park Speedway
Aust Sports Medicine Fed NT
Aust Underwater Fed NT
Bamyili Council

NT
NT
A/S
A/S
A/S
A/S
A/S
A/S
A/S
A/S
A/S
A/S
A/S
Ali Curung
Alyangula
NT
Amoonguna
Angurugu
OWN
A/S
OWN
OWN
Barunga

NT
NT
A/S
A/S
A/S
A/S
A/S
A/S
A/S
A/S
A/S
A/S
A/S
Ali Curung
Groote
NT
Amoonguna
Angurugu
OWN
A/S
NT
OWN
NT

Carpentaria Diving Club
Central Aust Amateur Swimming Club
Central Aust Rifle Club
Central Aust Sporting Car Assoc
Comm Rec & Leisure Assoc of Yulara
Cruising Yacht Association of NT

Alyangula
A/S
A/S
A/S
Yulara
OWN

Groote
A/S
A/S
A/S
Yulara
OWN

3749
2000
69 670
30 000
30 000

277
1165
37 000
6000

337
338
10 940

4668 Travel
217 Travel - Coach/Training
75 000 Facilities
Facilities
Facilities
10 000 Facilities
201 600 Facilities/Travel
60 000 Facil ities
15 550 Equipment
Travel
10 000 Facilities
Equipment
6500 Facilities
37 000 Salaries/Sport & Rec Program
50 000 Fac; 1 ities
406 Travel
6000 Salary/Sport & Rec Program
10 000 Salary/Sport & Rec Program
10 740 Facilities
15 250 Travel/Equipment
11 400 Travel/Salary Assistance
1148 Travel/Coaching/Training
9000 Special Projects/Salary Sport & Recreation Program
2000 Equipment
800 Tra ve 1
5500 Equipment
600 Facil ities
25 000 Op. Multipurpose
7000 Special Project
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Darwin Amateur Cycling Association
Darwin Bowls Club
Darwin Game Fishing Charter
Darwin Golf Club
Darwin Netball Association
Darwin Rifle Club
Darwin Rollerskating Club
Darwin Sailing Club
Darwin Soccer Association
Darwin Sub Aqua Club
Darwin Surf Life Saving Club
Darwin Tennis Association
Disabled Sporting Association
Elliot Sports Club
Equestrian Federation of Aust NT
Fannie Bay Equestrian Club
Galiwinku Community Council
Gliding Association of NT
Gove Country Golf Club
Gove Amateur Basketball Association
Gove Peninsular Surf Life Saving
Gove Tennis Club
Gove Yacht Club
Groote Eylandt Target Shooting
Harts Range Racing Club
Jabiru Golf Club
Jabiru Sports Council
Jabiru Pistol Club
Jabiru Gun Club
Jingil i BMX Club
Judo Federation of NT

OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
Elliot
OWN
OWN
Ga I iwi nku
OWN
Gove
Gove
Gove
Gove
Gove
Alyangula
A/S
Jabi ru
Jabiru
Jabi ru
Jabiru
OWN
OWN

OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
NT
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
NT
Ell i ot
NT
OWN
Gal iwinku
NT
Gove
Gove
Gove
Gove
Gove
Groote
NT
Jabiru
Jabiru
Jabi ru
Jabiru
OWN
NT

18 508
3500
319
10 000
4249
5000
5000
1492
3707
18 772
7152
25 000

3000

10 000
17 921

49 200 Fac il iti es
7000 Administration/Facilities
Special Project
55 334 Travel/Facilities
32 000 Facilities
7729 Travel/Coach/Training/Admin.
353 Coach/Training
5000 Special Projects
Special Projects
Equ i pment
83 346 Travel/Facilities
30 000 Facilities/Coaching
1873 Tra ve I
4000 Facil ities
15 782 Travel/Coach/Training
5000 Facilities/Research
25 000 Salary/Sport & Rec Program
219 Coach/Training
2000 Administration
3908 Facilities
3632 Travel
Facil ities
3000 Special Project
6375 Facil ities
5000 Facil ities
7000 Facil ities
40 000 Facil i ties
Facil ities
13 000 Facilities
6000 Facilities
24 725 Travel/Equipment/Coaching
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Kakadu Bowls Club
Jabiru
Katherine Club
Katherine
Katherine Golf Club
Katherine
Katherine Rugby Union
Katherine
Katherine Tennis Club
Katherine
Katherine Trophy Bow Hunters
Katherine
Lajamanu Community Council
Lajamanu
Maningrida Community Council
Maningrida
Milikapiti Community Council
Milikapiti
Minjilang Community Council
Minjilang
Nguiu Community Council
Bathurst Is
Nhulunbuy Motorcycle Club
Gove
Nightcliff Sports Club
DWN
North Aust Gliding
DWN
DWN
North Aust Motor Sports Club
NT Aerobatic Chapter
NT
NT Amateur Cycling
NT
NT !\mateur Swimming
DWN
NT Amateur Waterpolo
DWN
NT Assoc of Blind & Visually Impaired DWN
NT Aust Football Council
DWN

Jabiru
Katherine
Katherine
Katheri ne
Katherine
Katherine
Lajamanu
Maningrida
Mil ikapiti
Mi nj il "ng
Bathurst Is
Gove
DWN
DWN
DWN
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT

NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT

NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT

Badminton Association
Baseball League
Basketball Association
BMX Association
Bowhunters Association
Clay Target Association
Cricket Association
Darts Association
Bowls Association

DWN
A/S
DWN
DWN
DWN
DWN
DWN
DWN
DWN

1358
18 000
25 000

3125
19 696
1821
14 010
10 324
12 426
39 786
16 008
42 857
19 985
5560
3709
12 505
12 688
15 351

67 377 Facil ities
10 000 Facil ities
11 000 Facilities
2000 Equipment
41 000 Facilities/Coach/Training
2000 Equ i pment
18 000 Salary/Sport & Rec Program
25 000 Salary/Sport & Rec Program
15 500 Salary/Sport & Rec Program
25 000 Salary/Sport & Rec Program
22 000 Facilities/Equipment
730 Equipment
Equipment
Equipment
202 336 Special Project/Facilities
5766 Tra ve 1
16 453 Travel/Coaching
30 335 Equipment/Travel/S/Salary
11 090 Travel/Coach/Training
3550 Travel
72 968 Travel/Salary/Operational/
Coaching/Training
6096 Facilities/Travel
47 310 Travel/Admin/Coaching
61 667 Travel/Admin/Coaching
Travel
8709 Fac;lities/Travel
14 927 Travel/Coaching
25 711 Equipment/Travel
12 040 Travel/Admin
7083 Travel/Coaching
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AMOUNT
CENTRE

REGION

1984-85

1985-86

PURPOSE
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NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT

Eightball Association
Football League
Footba 11 League Umpires Assoc
Game Fishing Association
Girls Marching Association
Gymnastic Association
Hockey Association
Indoor Cricket Association
Junior Motorcycle Club
Junior Rugby Union
Junior Soccer Federation
Ladies Bowls Association
Little Athletics
Minimum Aircraft Association
Netball Association
Parachute Council
Pistol Shooting Association
Power Lifting Association
Rugby Football League

OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
NT
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN

NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT

Rugby Uni on
Rugby Union Referees Association
Soccer Federation
Softball Association
Squash Racquets Association
Super Rules Association
Table Tennis Association
Taekwondo Association
Tennis Council
Tenpin Bowling
Touch Association

OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
OWN
A/S
OWN
OWN

NT
OWN
OWN
OwN
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT

42 125
7138
15 920
1655
48 433

NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT
NT

8713
352
310
21 678
8200
2500
1408
5661
3527
8388
131 613

5300
1260

17 968
2000
3014
9321
16 286
65 878
23 625
3448
13 351
24 563
6920
20 021

706
14 899
103 084
20 802
7138
17 593
9757
37 437
10 500
35 788
6000
12 230
86 724
26 126
1629
12 978
1801
18 698
50
15
23
149

Tra ve 1
Equipment
Administration
Travel
Travel
Travel/Admin/Equipment
Travel/Facilities/Coach
Travel
Travel/Administration
Travel
Travel/Equipment/Admin
Travel
Travel/Equipment/Salary
Facilities/Equipment
Travel/Assistance/Salary
Travel/Facilities
Tra ve 1
Travel
Travel/Equip/Assist/Coach/
Sa 1ary
Travel/Equip/Administration
Travel
Trave 1
Travel
Tra ve 1
Travel/Administration
Tra ve 1
Travel/Operational
Travel/Equip/Coaching

000
161
238 Travel
427 Travel/Facilities
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NT Volleyball Association
NT Water Ski Association
NT Women's Soccer Association
NT Yachting Association
Papunya Community Council
Polocrosse Association of NT
Pularumpi Community Council
Ramangining Community Council
Red Centre BMX Club
Royal Life Saving Society
South Oarwin Sporting League
Sporting Shooters Association of NT
Tangentyere Council
Tennant Creek Bowling Club
Tennant Creek Pistol Club
Tennant Creek Speedway
Top End Orienteers
Wanguri BMX Club
Yirrkala Ohanbul Community Assoc
Yuendumu Community Council

OWN
OWN
A/S
OWN
Papunya
OWN
Pularumpi
Ramangining
A/S
OWN
OWN
OWN
A/S
T/C
T/C
T/C
OWN
OWN
Yirrkala
Yuendumu

NT
OWN
NT
OWN
Papunya
NT
Pularumpi

36 672
4113
16 337
6322
43 250
6916

Ramangining

A/S
OWN
OWN
NT
A/S
T/C
T/C
T/C
OWN
OWN
Yirrkala
Yuendumu

19 462
14 000
5608
10 000
30 000
8470
30 000
12 000
13 500

60 498
778
24 965
37 000
7164
15 000
20 000
10 000
31 548
15 000
11 205
10 000
61 500
45 696
1000
2200
12 000
29 500

Travel/Salary
Tra ve 1
Tra ve 1
Travel
Salary/Sport &Rec Program
Travel/Coaching
Salary/Sport & Rec Program
Salary/Sport & Rec Program
Facil ities
Equip/Special Project/Salary
Facil iti es
Travel
Salary/Sport &Rec Program
Facil iti es
Faci 1ities
Facilities/Travel
Equipment
Facil ities
Salary/Sport &Rec Program
Salary/Sport & Rec Program
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ANSWERS TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS

THE DEPARTMENT PROVIDES FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO SPORTING
ORGANISATIONS IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:
FACILITIES:
In partnership with sporting organisations this program helps to
establish and improve sports facilities for Territory and
national competition.
It involves each organisation contributing financially or
physically to its project, showing the capacity to manage and
maintain the facility, and demonstrating usage levels.
TALENT DEVELOPMENT:
o

Sports Travel subsidies enable teams to attend NT and
national championships.

o

Assistance is also provided for NT Team members to attend
team training and delegates to attend approved meetings and
conferences.

o

Subsidies are also available to conduct Level I, 2 &3
courses under the National Coaching Accreditation Scheme and
aid is given for umpire/referee courses.

o

Salary subsidies on a $ for $ basis up to $12 500 pa are
provided to NT Associations for coaching directors and
assistance may be provided to high performance athletes to
develop their skills further through training and
competition.

EQUIPMENT:
Assistance to purchase specialised non-consumable sporting
equipment is provided.
ADMINISTRATION:
Assistance may be provided to help offset the cost of staging:
o
o

o

NT Championships - up to $1000
National Championships - up to $2500
International Championships - considered on an
basis.

individual

In each instance evidence must be presented to demonstrate that
there will be a legitimate shortfall.
OPERATIONAL
Salary subsidies on a $ for $ basis up to $12 500 pa are provided
to NT Associations for administrative staff.
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7 April 1986
House Relocation - Tender Arrangements

75.

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for HOUSING
1.

Was a tender recently awarded to remove 5 or 6 houses from
Myilly Point and relocate them at Palmerston?

2.

Were tenders called for this work?

3.

If no tenders were called, were selected quotations
for the work?

4.

If no tenders were called and no selective quotations were
sought, what were the reasons for this procedure?

5.

What was the value of the tender awarded?

6.

Who was the successful tenderer and if the answer to
questions 2 and 3 is no, how was the tenderer selected?

sought

ANSWER
1.

No. A contract was however, recently awarded to remove six
(6) houses from Myilly Point and relocate them at Karama and
Berrimah.

2.

No.

3.

Yes.

4.

N/A.

5.

$255,570.00.

6.

GWR Contracting Pty. Ltd.

17 April 1986
77.

Tourist Commission - Financial Statement
1983-84

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for TOURISM
1.

When were the 1983-84 financial statements of the Northern
Territory Tourist Commission presented to the Auditor-General
pursuant to section 68(2) of the Financial Administration and
Audit Act?
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2.

Oi d the Auditor-Genera 1, under secti on 68( 2), seek an
extension of time from the Administrator to consider these
financial statements; if so, what was the reason given?

3.

On what date did the Auditor-General report to the minister,
as required by section 68(2) of the Financial Administration
and Audit Act, on the financial statements of the Northern
Territory Tourist Commission for the year 1983-84?

4.

On what date did the minister receive a copy of the report of
the operations of the Northern Territory Tourist Commission
and a copy of its financial statements for the year 1983-84,
as required by section 68(3) of the Financial Administration
and Audit Act?

ANSWER
1.

19 April 1985.

2.

No. Not necesssary as the annual report was submitted to the
Auditor-General on 19 April 1985 who reported to the minister
on 27 June 1985.

3.

20 June 1985.
Comment: Receipt of the Auditor-General 's report was delayed
due to his inquiry through the Crown Law Department of the
legality of the commission's investment of "Operators Trust
Funds" through Treasury.

4.

(1)

3 June 1985.

(2)

February 1986.

Comment: The commission's 1983-84 draft annual report was
initially submitted to the minister's office on 3 June 1985
for approval pending the receipt of the Auditor-General's
report prior to the report's tabling at the August 1985
sittings of the Legislative Assembly.
The Auditor-General 's report was subsequently received by the
commission on 1 July 1985. However, due to an administrative
oversight the report was not attached to the commission's
annual report. This error was not identified until February
1986 when action was immediately taken to correct the
situation.
The complete document was subsequently returned to the
minister's office in February 1986.
I t will now be tabled a t
Legislative Assembly.
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QUESTIONS - Wednesday 11 June 1986
Fringe Benefits Tax
Mr FIRMIN to TREASURER
Can he provide details of the impact the fringe benefits tax will have on
the private and public sectors in the Northern Territory?
ANSWER
Mr Deputy Speaker, I can indeed provide details of the impact of the
fringe benefits tax on the Northern Territory. This is of the utmost
importance, and I thank the member for Ludmilla for his question. There will
be an impact of some $45m on the economy of the Northern Territory, and I
believe that that figure is conservative. Of late, my figures have been
questioned by various groups, including the federal Treasury, but I believe
that that figure could reach $60m.
The cost to the Northern Territory government alone is estimated at $16m.
That figure takes into account the following: the 6% and 3% concessional
housing loans under the former NTPS Homes Loans Scheme will now attract an
estimated extra tax liability of $1.9m for 1986-87; housing in remote areas
for 500 Northern Territory Public Service employees will attract an extra tax
estimated at $lm; recruitment and relocation costs for 1000 recruits will
attract an extra tax liability in the vicinity of $3.9m; home garaging of
vehicles, including government cars garaged for security reasons and cars
provided in remote communities, will attract an extra tax of $I.5m; rental
subsidies for 1000 employees - for example, police and teachers - outside the
majority population centres will attract an extra tax of $1.96m; air fare
entitlements and recreational leave air fares - which cost the government $8m
in 1985-86 will attract an extra tax liability of $3.92m; hospitality and
protocol - mainly relating to government functions - will cost around $lm;
and other minor allowances amounting to about $5m. The total cost will be
approximately $16m.
It is interesting to note that some companies have calculated their taxes
on fringe benefits. Nabalco estimates that it will have to pay about $4m more
and Energy Resources of Australia expects to pay about $8m extra. My figure
of $4Sm is conservative. It could be in the vicinity of $60m. Certainly, the
cost to the Northern Territory government will be in the vicinity of $16m.
Freeze on Government Charges
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
In light of his recent announcement that no taxes, charges or fees will
increase in the next budget, can he give an undertaking to this Assembly on
the length of time that this freeze will apply and whether it will apply to
electricity charges?
ANSWER
I thank the honourable member for his question because it gives me an
opportunity to clarify the statement that was published in the Sunday
Territorian last weekend.
Mr B. Collins:

You mean you are going to back off?
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Mr HATTON: No, I am not going to back off. I would like to make a couple
of points on this matter. My statement was that the federal government has
been so rapacious in its grab for taxes that it has not left any practical
scope for state and territory governments to tax the community any further to
meet costs. We anticipate, as I am sure everybody in the community
anticipates, that there are likely to be some cuts in funding to the Northern
Territory government. That is probably necessary, given the state of the
economy that the world's greatest Treasurer has led us into. We will need to
prune government expenditure because we cannot afford to increase taxes.
The statement that I made was that, if it were at all possible, we would
not increase any taxes in the Northern Territory. We will endeavour to
overcome any deficiencies in our finances by reductions in government
expenditure. We anticipate that we will be able to achieve our aim without
any increases in taxes. Obviously, if federal government cuts exceed our
wildest imagination, that may be physically impossible. If it comes down to
providing absolutely fundamental services, like education or police services,
it will be physically impossible for us to avoid increasing taxes. We do not
anticipate that the cuts will be at that level. We will not be looking to
increase taxes. It was a genuine statement.
In respect of charges for services, it would be unreasonable to assume
that these would not be levelled against the cost of providing those services.
I have never made any statements in respect of charges for services. That
statement applies equally to electricity charges. If the member for Millner
thinks that would be a reasonable position to adopt, thank God he is in
opposition.
Fringe Benefits Tax
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to TREASURER
Is he aware of criticism expressed by the member for Millner on 27 May
1986 about the Northern Territory government's failure to prepare Territorians
for the Commonwealth's fringe benefits tax proposals, and can he advise why
the conference proposed last year by the former Treasurer between the Northern
Territory government and the business sector on the fringe benefits tax did
not take place as scheduled?
ANSWER
Mr Deputy Speaker, the member for Millner is fond of a joke, as we all
know, otherwise he would not refer to himself as the Labor spokesman on
economic affairs. He criticised the former Treasurer because he did not hold
the proposed conference. I advise members that it was not possible to hold
such a conference because the federal government did not know what it was
talking about until 2 May this year. Indeed, Senator Ted Robertson recently
announced that he did not know what he was talking about even after the bill
had been passed, and he is the government Whip in the Senate! It was highly
unlikely that we could have organised the proposed conference 9 months ago,
because the federal government simply did not know what it was talking about.
As late as last week, officers from the Northern Territory Treasury were in
Canberra trying to find out what the Northern Territory's costs would be, and
even then the federal government could not enlighten us.
The concept of a fringe benefits tax has been a sham from start to finish.
This morning, a well-known economist who gives advice on the radio quoted a
talk-back show in Canberra yesterday in which a senior taxation official was
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unable to answer questions. He did not know what he was talking about and, in
fact, admitted that on radio.
It was not possible to hold meetings until
yesterday when we met with Northern Territory business people. I suspect that
such meetings will be ongoing as the real impact of the fringe benefits tax
unfolds. It is obvious that Mr Keating has determined the figure that he
wants and is busily trying to work out how to achieve that figure.
Fringe Benefits Tax
Mr FINCH to TREASURER
How does the estimated cost to the Territory government of the federal
government's fringe benefits tax compare with the cost to state governments?
ANSWER
I thank the honourable member for his question. It just does not compare
in any way, shape or form. The Western Australian government's extra tax bill
has been estimated at $10m.
I stated in my answer to the member for
Koolpinyah that the cost to the Northern Territory government would be $16m.
The New South Wales government has estimated that its tax bill will increase
by in the vicinity of $8m even though it has 40 times the population of the
Northern Territory. It is expected to recoup a little under half what the
Northern Territory is supposed to recoup. The costs to the Northern Territory
will be horrendous. The federal government has not taken this into account.
It has based its calculations on the Sydney-Mel bourne-Canberra triangle where
the main concern relates to such things as home garaging and the use of
company cars. Nobody worked out what it would mean in northern Queensland or
the Northern Territory. I wonder if the federal government really cares about
the impact on the Northern Territory. One does not need an economics degree
to work out that 1% of Australia's population will be required to contribute
$16m whilst Western Australia will contribute $10m and New South Wales only
$8m.
Fringe Benefits Tax
Mr PERRON to TREASURER
What employment conditions in the Northern Territory will
the fringe benefits tax?

be subject to

ANSWER
I do not know how long it will take to get the message across to the
opposition that this is no laughing matter.
It will cripple the Northern
Territory, bankrupt business and put people right behind the 8-ball. This is
no laughing matter; it is of grave concern. I would appreciate respect from
the opposition in relation to this question
Mr B. Collins: Well, lower your voice!
Mr COULTER:
I would like to see opposition members at Darwin Oval on
Friday to indicate their support. If they want to demonstrate their mirth as
the honourable member •••
Mr B. Collins:

They can hear you at Darwin Oval right now.

481

QUESTIONS - Wednesday 11 June 1986
------------------------Mr COULTER: If he wants to demonstrate his mirth at that meeting, I am
sure that he will be most welcome there.
I was asked to provide details of employment conditions subject to FBT.
It is interesting that a new acronym has crept into our lives. Companies
supplying vehicles to their employees will be most severely affected.
However, I note that vehicles over 1 t capacity will be exempt. A grader
driver will be able to drive his vehicle home. If he drives the grader home,
I am not sure whether that is exempt or not. They are probably still coming
to grips with that one.
Other items to be taxed include free or low interest loans to employees,
debt waivers, residential accommodation provided by employers, rent subsidies,
living away from home allowances, discounted air travel, holiday air fares,
goods and services sold at or below cost or provided free, expenses paid on
behalf of an employee, relocation and recruitment costs, dislocation
allowances and entertainment and hospitality allowances. We are still trying
to come to grips with the fact that study leave and study entitlements may
also be taxed.
Ministers' Legal Fees
Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
On Territory Extra a couple of weeks ago, the former Chief Minister, now
member for Barkly, surprised us all by revealing that legal fees had been paid
by the Northern Territory government for legal actions involving a former
Chief Minister, Mr Everingham, and a former minister, Mr Perron. Would the
Chief Minister provide this Assembly with details of the cases involved, the
amounts paid out on their behalf, and the size of any financial benefits that
accrued to the 2 individuals involved?
ANSWER
Mr Deputy Speaker, the member cannot assume that any minister would have
those sort of facts and figures in his head. To ask for specific details of
how much money was paid out in relation to particular legal costs over a
number of years is quite frankly beyond the pale.
Mr B. Collins:

Just say that you will provide them.

Mr HATTON: Mr Deputy Speaker, I am quite prepared to have the question
answered. I ask the member to put it on notice.
Humbert River Station
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
Did Consolidated Press Holdings Ltd accept the government offer in
March 1985 for the sale of Humbert River Station at a cost to the government
of $500 OOO?
ANSWER
Mr Deputy Speaker, my recollection from the briefing notes that I received
on this matter was that, in 1983, an offer was made to purchase part of the
Humbert River pastoral property. A valuation of $150 000 was received from
the Valuer-General. The government wanted to purchase that land to
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incorporate it in a national park. A request was made to the owners that they
hold on to the land when it became evident that they intended to sell it on
the private market. Several years went by and negotiations were settled late
last year. The Northern Territory government agreed to pay more than the
Va1uer-Genera1's valuation of approximately $150 000 to compensate the owners
for maintaining the property and for holding stock on it. The Northern
Territory government paid more than the Va1uer-Genera1's valuation but the
figure paid was not $500 000.
Fringe Benefits Tax
Mr PALMER to CHIEF MINISTER
Can he provide details of the impact of the fringe benefits tax on
Northern Territory Public Service employment conditions and whether such
conditions can continue after 1 July?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, many of the employment conditions in the Northern Territory
Public Service fall within the ambit of this tax, and the Treasurer has
outlined a number of those. It will affect home garaging of cars, air fare
entitlements, rental subsidies and a number of other conditions. I ask
honourable members to remember that many of these are imbedded in Northern
Te~ritory
Public Service conditions through the Northern Territory
(S&1f-Government) Act, an act of the Commonwealth government, which requires
that pre-existing conditions of service of compulsory transferees to the
Northern Territory Public Service be retained. Under the Commonwealth
government's own legislation, we are obliged to pay for a number of conditions
on which it now seeks to levy a tax.
A number of conditions affected by this tax are embedded in awards and
determinations of the Australian Conciliation and Arbitration Commission. As
such, they are legal liabilities for the Northern Territory government. As a
result of the federal mini-budget of June 1985, the Northern Territory
government decided to restrict public service air fare entitlements to a
Darwin-Adelaide return air fare and to freeze Northern Territory allowances to
spread the load evenly between the public and private sectors. The air fare
was to be prospective to avoid loss of existing entitlements. The matter is
still being fought before the Conciliation and Arbitration Commission and the
favourable decision of the commission regarding the Northern Territory
allowances has been appealed to the full bench. That is an example of how
difficult it will be to delete any of those conditions. I note that the
Northern Territory government is facing very difficult economic times.
In answer to a question from the member for Millner this morning, I made
the point that we would do everything within our power not to increase taxes
and charges. In response to some outbursts from opposition members at the
time, I might say that what I have said today is exactly as what I advised the
reporter who put the notice in the NT News. I cannot accept responsibility
for statements or interpretations made in newspapers. If I did otherwise, I
would be criticised as infringing on the freedom of the press. I was talking
about expected restrictions r~u1ting from the general subventions. Even
without this new tax, we will be down to the bones and may have to cut out a
number of government services as a consequence of the general budget
allocation this year. On top of this, we are likely to incur an additional
cost of $16m in relation to this fringe benefits tax. We cannot afford that.
This tax will affect government services to the Northern Territory community.
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It is an unreasonable tax on costs that we are legally obliged to pay. It
will hurt the Northern Territory Public Service because, if we have to cut
services, there will be some reduction in the number of jobs available in the
Northern Territory Public Service.
Humbert River Station
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
The Minister for Lands clearly is not on top of his job. My question had
nothing to do with valuations by the Valuer-General. I ask the question
again. Did Consolidated Press Holdings Ltd accept a government offer in March
1985 for the sale of Humbert River Station at a cost to the government of
$500 OOO?
ANSWER
Clearly, the Leader of the Opposition did not hear my reply because I
indicated that the answer was no. We offered more than the Valuer-General 's
valuation. Let's get this story straight. Earlier, the owners had negotiated
to sell the property to the Northern Territory government for $500 DOD.
Later, we indicated that we did not need the whole property and that we wanted
to excise a certain portion of it. That particular portion was valued by the
Valuer-General at $150 000. We offered the owners $150 000 and they rejected
our offer because they said that they had been asked to maintain the property
as part of a national park and they wanted compensation for that maintenance.
A decision was taken by the government and we finally settled on a price of
$310 000 for the portion we wanted.
Humbert River Station
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
Can he explain how the owners of Humbert River Station became aware of
what should have been a completely confidential piece of information - namely
the value of $600 000 placed on Humbert River Station by the Valuer-General?
When the government became aware that this extremely useful piece of
information had been leaked to the proprietors of Humbert River Station, was
an investigation carried out by the then minister into how the information had
been leaked? If so, what was the result of the investigation?
ANSWER
Mr Deputy Speaker, I am unaware of any information leaked to the owners of
the property. There has been some press speculation about government
involvement in 'an abnormal deal in relation to the purchase of Humbert River
Station.
I was under the impression that this question had been answered
fully by the former Minister for Lands.
Fringe Benefits Tax
Mr POOLE to CHIEF MINISTER
What options are being considered by the Northern Territory government to
minimise the effects of the fringe benefits tax in the Territory?
ANSWER
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Mr Deputy Speaker, as I said in my answer to the previous question, we
will have to do whatever we can to minimise the costs of this fringe benefits
tax.
This government does not want to see threats to people's 1i ve 1i hood in
the Northern Territory because of this iniquitous tax. It is essential to the
continued development of the Territory to minimise the effects of the fringe
benefits ,tax. Unfortunately, as has been outlined, the tax has
di sproportionate effects on the rura 1 and remote 1oca 1iti es of Austral i a,
particularly the Northern Territory.
I have asked the Department of Law to brief the Cabinet on the proposed
action of the Queensland government in the High Court to determine whether we
can assist in preventing this tax from taking effect. As a territory of the
~ommonwealth, we do not have the protection of the Australian Constitution,
and we do not have the capacity in our own right to take such action against
the Commonwealth. It is most unlikely that, if the Queensland government is
successful in having the implementation of this tax delayed while the case is
heard in the courts, the Commonwealth government will pass the law so that it
will apply only to the Northern Territory and the ACT.
I find that notion
quite unbelievable. Therefore, any assistance given to the Queensland
government to prevent this tax proceeding will be of benefit to the Northern
Territory, and will reduce its disastrous impact on jobs in both our publ ic
and private sectors.

\

I'

A number of additional options are being developed concerning this
specific tax.
For example, we need to consider whether we are able to
continue. the practice of home garaging of cars, although I must say that the
alternative of providing central car-parking facilities would incur some
. additional costs to the government. However, initial indications are that
such costs would be dra"1atically less than the cost of the fringe benefits tax
at the rate of 49% on expenses associated with commuting in government
vehicles.
To avoid paying this iniquitous tax, we would have to forgo the
cost-savings resulting from home garaging. Other issues that we must address
include housing loans, conditions of service, air fares and relocation
expenses. These need to be considered in the budget context at the Premiers
Conference.

r note that the Premier of Western Australia, Mr Burke, proposes to raise
the inequitable application of the fringe benefits tax at the Premiers
Conference. You may be assured that I will be lending my voice to support
him. This tax will impact heavily on rural Australia, and have a minimal
effect on urban Australia.
Fringe Benefits Tax
Mr TUXWORTH to TREASURER
What impact will the fringe benefits tax have on the major export,
revenue-earning and job-prov1ding industries in the Territory, namely mining
and touri sm? .
ANSWER
Mr Deputy Speaker, it is hard to work out just who will be first to close
down the mining industry in the Northern Territory: the federal government or
the Northern Territory ALP. There was talk about shutting down the uranium
industry at the last Territory ALP· conference, and the federal government is
doing its share with the fringe benefits tax, because it is the mining
industry which will feel the burden most heavily. Experts who are pioneering
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resource development in the Granites area or the Tanami, people in the remote
locations of Australia, are the ones who will be most severely affected.
Mining companies pay considerable sums for experts to travel from other parts
of Australia to help establish projects, and now travel and relocation
expenses will be taxable. The member for Nhulunbuy will be interested to know
that Nabalco will have to pay an extra $4m a year. Energy Resources of
Australia - and I know that the honourable member for Arnhem will be very
interested in what happens in Jabiru - will have to pay about $8m a year.
Mr B. Collins:
mine.
Mr COULTER:

Why should he be? It is not in his electorate; it is in
meant Arafura.

The tourism industry will be hardest hit in respect of employees sleeping
in motel-type accommodation. No longer will that be considered as a service
entitlement. A tax will now apply to such benefits. It has been estimated
that, Australia-wide, the cost of the fringe benefits tax to the tourism
industry will be in excess of $40m. The impact on that particular industry is
obvious. Tourism is one of the Northern Territory's growth industries.
Therefore it will be hardest hit because of the isolated nature of communities
in the Northern Territory. There is an increase in the number of people
travelling in the Northern Territory in motor vehicles and seeking overnight
accommodation. We are trying to accommodate those types of tourist. They
will now have to pay increased room rates.
Mr Deputy Speaker, there is a race between who will close down the mining
industry: the federal Labor government or the Northern Territory Branch of
the Australian Labor Party. Of course, the gold tax is yet another example of
how the federal government wishes to close down the industry. The simple fact
is that it is out to depopulate the Northern Territory. Senator Walsh was not
joking when he said that he would do it with a machine-gun. We are now paying
the penalty for being too successful. We did not buckle and go under the
social welfare umbrella that was put up by Canberra for Victoria and New South
Wales. We tried to exploit our resources and we are now paying the penalty
for that.
Fringe Benefits Tax
Mr D.W. COLLINS to TREASURER
Does he have any details on the likely administrative impact of the fringe
benefits tax on small business operations within the Territory?
ANSWER
Mr Deputy Speaker, I shall try and change my voice level a little bit for
those people on the opposition benches who consider that what I have to say is
a little boring.
Small businesses have employed a number of nationally-known tax consultant
firms throughout Australia to advise them on the impact of the tax. Small
business is the major employer of people throughout Australia
Mr B. Collins:
Mr COULTER:
listening.

You can talk quietly when you try.
notice that the honourable Leader of the Opposition is
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Mr B. Collins:

We do when you talk quietly.

Mr COULTER: To give you an example, Mr Deputy Speaker, a small business
employing 7 people has increased its sales by up to $75 000 a year to maintain
a humble profit margin of 5%. There was an excellent example in the paper
recently relating to an electrical contractor who employs about 3 people. It
will not be possible for him to maintain his profit margin because he has no
scope for increasing his sales. The tax will send small business, the major
employer group in Australia, to the wall.
Sometimes I wonder how we can stop countries like Korea booming ahead with
their industrial development.
But the answer is becoming clearer to me
everyday. All we have to do is convince them to take Paul Keating for a
couple of weeks and they will grind to a halt, because that is what he is
doing with small businesses in this country.
Mr B. Collins:

Send him to South Africa as an economic sanction.

Mr COULTER: That would be ideal. It would really bring that country to
heel. The world's greatest Treasurer could do it overnight.
The advice from accountants is simply that people in small business will
need to employ more accountants and more lawyers to protect them from the
fringe benefits tax wherever possible.
It is estimated that the fringe
benefits tax will cut business profits by 4% next financial year and by 6% in
the following year. Small business operators face nearly impossible tasks in
maintaining complex records of fringe benefits tax liabilities.
Humbert River Station
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
In view of the kingmaker sitting in the public gallery doing the marking,
and considering that he has scored only 5 out of 10 so far, I will give him a
chance to pick up a few points. Did a personal meeting take place between him
and the former Chief Minister, and a representative of the owners of Humbert
River Station on or about 26 June last year, and was it agreed at that meeting
to pay $310 000 for portion 976 of the station mentioned earlier in question
time this morning?
ANSWER
I cannot confirm the date, but it sounds about right. There was in fact a
meeting between myself, as the Minister for Lands, the Chief Minister and a
representative of the owners of Humbert River Station at which we were
negotiating the final price for the Humbert River Station. As the Minister
for Lands has said on a number of occasions, there had been some dispute over
the price of the land and that meeting was called to try to resolve the issue.
I say that for the following reasons. The original advice to the owners of
Humbert River Station was that the Northern Territory government intended to
purchase the entire property. I understand that that was given in mid-1983 to
a Mr Warriner from the station when he advised that they had an offer to sell
the station at that time. He was requested not to proceed with the sale
because of the intention of the Northern Territory government to purchase that
property for the purpose of incorporating it within Gregory National Park.
For a multitude of reasons, that purchase by the Northern Territory government
was delayed from mid-1983 until 1985 when offers were made. My predecessor
had been advised of the Valuer-General's valuation of that property at some
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$600 000. From time to time, we have had a run at a cheaper price than the
Valuer-General's valuation. The honourable Minister for Lands at the time
authorised an offer of $500 000 for that property. That offer was rejected.
From the numerous conversations I had over this issue during the course of
negotiations, I might say that the owners of Humbert River Station believed
that it was worth well in excess of even $600 000. They felt that, if they
were prepared to wait, they could anticipate receiving up to $Im for the
property and its stock. They felt that they could quite comfortably obtain a
price in the order of $700 000 to $750 000. At that time, I was also Minister
for Conservation. In reviewing the boundaries of Humbert River Station - the
proposed Gregory National Park - and to rationalise them, it was my view that
areas that were not necessarily of intrinsic value to the park should not be
included in the park if they could be used effectively for other purposes. In
this particular case, there was a significant section on the eastern boundary
of that property which was not necessary for the park, would have added to the
administrative costs of operating the park and could be operated as a separate
pastoral property. Therefore, to minimise the total cost to government of the
development of Gregory National Park, I decided to negotiate for a reduced
area of the station.
The honourable Minister for Lands has outlined some of the prices. There
was the Valuer-General 's valuation of $150 000. That was bluntly rejected by
the owners of the station as being an unreasonably low price. They also noted
that they had destocked that property and kept it non-operational for some
18 months at our request. They had every right to put cattle on that property
and, by doing so, they would have earned income. At that time, they were
faced also with a drought-affected property at Newcastle Waters Station where
they had to turn off significant numbers of cattle. Had they operated the
Humbert River property, they would have been able to turn many of those beasts
on to it and so alleviate some of the losses they incurred in 1985 as a
consequence of accelerated destocking from the drought. In order to assist
the Northern Territory government, they did not do that.
It was not unreasonable that, in determining the price, we should ensure
that some level of compensation was included for the losses that had been
incurred by the owners of Humbert River Station in that intervening period.
In mid-1983, they had an offer of some $500 000 which, at our request, they
did not take. They did not operate the property and restock it. Had they
done so, it would have cost the government more money for the stock. They did
not develop the property but held it for the government to develop as a park.
Mr Deputy Speaker, a compensation provision of $160 000 has been included
in a negotiated price of $310 000. I believe that is reasonable when all the
facts and circumstances of the case are considered.
Fringe Benefits Tax
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Will he supply details of the effect of the fringe benefits tax on the
provision of education services in the Territory generally and, in the absence
of any interest from the members of the opposition who represent remote areas,
on education facilities in those areas as well?
ANSWER
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Mr Deputy Speaker, to detail the effects of the fringe benefits tax on
education services in the Territory generally would take up more time than we
have available. However, I would like to point out the problems in relation
to recruitment, relocation and housing in remote areas.
The Commonwealth has made it clear that recruitment expenses will be
subject to the fringe benefits tax and I would like all honourable members to
consider the following facts. The Department of Education spends close to $lm
a year on recruiting teachers to the Territory. Until the stage is reached
where we are able to train all our teachers in the Territory, we will need to
recruit teachers. This means that the Department of Education will face a
loss of nearly $0.5m through the fringe benefits tax next year.
I think I should make it quite clear that we do not spend $lm needlessly.
We do not blithely recruit a teacher or 2 simply because we are in a good
mood. We recruit teachers solely to fill vacancies. I am sure everyone is
aware that that means that, in a Territory school somewhere, there is a class
that needs a teacher or a subject that cannot be offered, and such needs must
be met because we have a duty to ensure that Territory children receive the
best education possible. This tax is the result of a vicious piece of
legislation. It is blackmail of the worst kind because it holds the future of
our children to ransom. We must have teachers in our schools and therefore we
must bear this senseless and inequitable impost.
Mr Bell:

That's quite a concession.

Mr MANZIE: Mr Deputy Speaker, the remarks from members of the opposition
are typical of the sort of comments we have had today. They think it is a bit
of a joke, a relaxed sort of subject. I hope that they will get something
into their heads this morning: this tax will cost the Northern Territory
millions of dollars. It will affect all Territorians. I am talking about the
effect it will have on the education of Territory children. Money does not
grow on trees; it has to come from somewhere. When members opposite get that
into their heads, they will be able to operate a bit more effectively. I am
talking about people in remote areas now.
Mr B. Collins:

Have you finished?

Mr MANZIE:
I have not finished and, if the Leader of the Opposition will
sit down, I will continue because I am speaking on an important subject. At
present, the relocation of teachers in the Territory costs the government
nearly $300 000. If the tax stands, the Territory will be hit for that cost
as well which represents another $150 000 in taxes that we may have to find.
I say we 'may' have to find it because this is a matter on which even the
federal Treasurer cannot make up his mind or, if he has, he will not tell
anyone what he has decided. I sympathise with the honourable Treasurer and
his Treasury officials because, obviously, it is very difficult to deal with a
tax when you do not know what it covers or on what it is to be levied.
Obviously, no government with even the tiniest bit of sense would impose such
a tax. However, as we all know, the legislation has been passed and I will
leave it to honourable members to make up their own minds about the intellect
of the people who passed it.
I would like to ask members of the Assembly to consider this: the federal
government regards the recruitment and relocation of teachers as a perk or a
lurk. In the Territory, we consider that it is essential to the provision of
education.
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Mr B. Collins:

Hear, hear!

Mr MANZIE:
I am pleased to hear that comment, Mr Deputy Speaker, because
we have to provide education for Territory children and we are now faced with
a requirement to pay more than $0.5m in additional tax. I would like members
of the opposition to think about what that means, what action we will have to
take and what programs we will have to cut.
Mr B. Colli ns: We mi ght have to re-estab 1i sh the cas i no taxes. That
would be terrible, wouldn't it.
Mr MANZIE: We shall have to cut some services. We hear the inane
comments from over there which demonstrate total ignorance about the economy
of the Territory and what creates employment.
Mr B. Collins:
Wa 1ker Pty Ltd.

$4m a year and they tuck it in the pockets of Henry and

Mr MANZIE: Those are inane comments, Mr Deputy Speaker. We are facing
something that is extremely serious. We face an impost on Territorians far
greater than that to be imposed on many other Australians. That is not of
concern to the federal Labor government. It is not of concern to the members
of the Labor opposition here. They do not care if it is inequitable. The
Territory has suffered from lack of interest by members on the other side of
the Assembly and their federal colleagues. It is important because it will
cost us jobs and affect our quality of life. As I said before, until they get
it into their heads that money does not grow on trees, we shall have problems.
Mr Deputy Speaker, the Department of Education alone has 206 houses and
flats in remote communities, as well as 109 transportable units and 50 mobile
homes. These service 421 teachers at 77 remote schools. In relation to this
accommodation, we would like to know just what the tax will cost us. We know
that it will cost us something and the mind boggles. How can housing in
remote areas of the Territory be considered a lurk or a perk? It shows total
ignorance in the minds of the people who have drafted this fringe benefits tax
about its application throughout the country.
It is vitally important that all Territorians be aware of what this tax
means.
It means that the Territory government will have to pay money back
into the coffers of Canberra at a direct cost to all Territorians. In respect
of the education portfolio, it is causing me great concern, because we do not
receive sufficient money and assistance from the Commonwealth in those areas
anyway.
Humbert River Station
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Since he has confirmed that a meeting took place, which I can confirm was
held on 26 June last year, where a decision was made between Mr Tuxworth,
himself and the representatives of Mr Packer, the owner of Humbert River, to
pay $310 000 for the station, could he advise why, 5 days later, he approved a
departmental recommendation that $150 000 be paid for that portion of land?
ANSWER
He has me there, Mr Deputy Speaker.
$150000 •..
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Mr B. Collins:

5 days afterwards.

Mr HATTON: I can be corrected on dates, Mr Deputy Speaker.
It is my
understanding that the amount of $310 000 was determined at that particular
meeting and I understood that I had approved a recommendation of $150 000
prior to that date. It was my understanding that subsequent discussions with
the owners of that organisation led to the change in those figures. Until I
can get the details of those figures and have an opportunity to check them, I
cannot answer adequately. I am telling the Leader of the Opposition that, as
I understood the passage of events, it was as I outlined it.
Humbert River Station
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Mr Deputy Speaker, can he advise why he and other ministers have referred
continually this morning to offers and acceptances being made of a bid for
$500 000 in 1983? Can he confirm that he received departmental advice that an
offer of $500 000 for the entire property was valid in March 1985 last year?
ANSWER
Mr Deputy Speaker, I referred to a figure of $500 000 in 1983 which
resulted from verbal advice we had received from the owners of Humbert River
Station that they were about to enter into an agreement with a private person
for the sale at that price. The approval for an offer of $500 000 was made
shortly before I became a minister. In early 1985, I sent the formal letter.
Fringe Benefits Tax in New Zealand
Mr TUXWORTH to TREASURER
Can he provide information to the Assembly on the operation,
implementation and impact of the fringe benefits tax that was introduced in
New Zealand as recently as April 1985?
ANSWER
Mr Deputy Speaker, we are lucky to have the example of New Zealand because
it demonstrates quite clearly what will happen when the fringe benefits tax is
imposed on Australia. A tax was introduced in New Zealand on 1 April 1985
with fewer benefits taxable than under the Australian model. The New Zealand
Labour government expected to collect $154m in its first year.
In fact, it
collected just over half that amount, mainly as a result of legal complexities
and administrative entanglements. Coopers &Lybrand had this to say of the
first year of operation:
'It was ill-conceived and badly instituted. It
became unenforceable and invited thousands of small businessmen to hold back
and break the law. Small businessmen simply could not cope with the added
paperwork needed to detail the returns'.
One would think the federal government would make the effort to examine
the New Zealand experience with this tax. This federal government is devoid
of ideas and is running out of time so fast that it is grasping at every
possible opportunity to grab more taxes from the Australian people. New
Zealand offered an opportunity for it to learn that the tax cannot work
because its effect on industry is intolerable. One would think that it could
learn from the past mistakes of others. It has not learnt. It has not learnt
from its mistake in 1975 when the then Prime Minister, Mr Whitlam, bankrupted
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the country. It will be up to the Australian taxpayers to tell the federal
government that this tax cannot work because it is a burden that Australia
cannot have enforced upon it at this particular stage in its development. We
should be releasing government from the throats of private industry, small
business, the tourist industry, the mining industry etc and let Australia get
on with the job as it did before we had a Labor government.
Mr HANRAHAN (Leader of Government Business):
Mr Speaker,
further questions be placed on the question paper.

I ask that

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
Mr B. COLLINS (Opposition Leader): Mr Deputy Speaker, I move that so much
of st.anding orders be suspended as would prevent me from asking further
questions in respect of Humbert River Station.
The Assembly divided:

Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

Ayes 6

Noes 18

Bell
B. Collins
Ede
Lanhupuy
Leo
Smith

Mr D.W. Collins
Mr Coul ter
Mr Da 1e
Mr Dondas
Mr Finch
Mr Firmin
Mr Hanrahan
Mr Harris
Mr Hatton
Mr McCarthy
Mr Manzie
Mrs Padgham-Purich
Mr Palmer
Mr Perron
Mr Poole
Mr Setter
Mr Tuxworth
Mr Vale

Motion negatived.
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Statement'by Premier of Tasmania
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
The Chief Minister made much last Friday of the discussions that he had
had with his political colleagues, the Premier of Queensiand and the Premier
of Tasmania, prior to the Premiers Conference. I refer to the vicious attack
that was launched on'the Northern Territory's funding by the Premier, of
Tasmania on Mondayprior to his successful negotiation of an increase in the
special grant to Tasmania from $6m to $19m on Friday, which was enunciated in
a press release from the federal Treasurer. The Premier of Tasmania described
the federal funding allocation to the Northern Territory as a 'handout', from
the federal government. Given the particularly difficult circumstances we
face at the moment, could the Chief Minister give an undertaking that, when he
prepares submissions to persuade the federal government of the validity of the'
Territory's case; he will prevail upon his own political colleagues, in
particular the Premier of Tasmania, to refrain from making public attacks Qn
the Northern Territory?
ANSWER
,

\"

Mr Speaker, I am happy to give such an undertaking. I was equally
distressed to hear the comments from Premi.er Gray which I was advised of
yesterday. Premier Gray came out of the Premiers Conference particularly
badly done by and he is no doubt hurting as a consequence of the federal
government's cuts. A Grants Corrrnission inquiry recommended a reduction in
funding for' Tasmania. In the Northern Territory, we understand,. the
difficulties that are incurred as a conse.quence of such actions because we
have' suffered severely in this current financial year as a consequence of
fi ndi ngs by the Grants Commi ss i on.' Li ke Tasmani a, we have very seri ous doubts
about the methods of assessment being used by the Grants Commission. On many
occasions, we have raised that problem with the 'Grants 'Commission and will
again this year in respect of the, current review in the Northern Territory.
It does not help Tasmania's case one iota t.o launch an unjustified attack on
the Northern Territory. The Tasmanian'public service provides some 28% of
employment in Tasma.nia. That is a larger proportion of the total ",work force
than is employed. in the Northern Territory Public Service and public
authorities.
In fact, Premier Gray's own press secretar.y commented, in
Ca'nberra on Friday that there was fat in the Tasmanian publ ic service and it
should be trimmed.
I do not want to deal with Tasmania's business. That is its concern.
It,
is totally inappropriate for Premier Gray to pass gratuitous comments on the
Northern Territory's funding, particularly when he is wrong. We suffered a
23% reduction in general purpose capital payment grants and loans. In terms
of funding available for capital projects, this hurt the Northern Territory
relatively more--.than it hurt the' states. 'For a number of years, we have been
in the fortunate positiQn that the major part of our funding for capital
projects has been through that division and l not through the global limits on
semi-government borrowings. Premier Gray can take that figure in isolation
and make the Territory look bad'because we receive more funding through that
particular category than Tasmania and a couple of other 'states. When the
semi-government borrowings component is included, Tasmania does quite well ,in
comparison to the·Northern Territory.
Mr Speaker, we retained our entitlements in respect of the general revenue
grants and Tasmania suffered badly in that area. Premier Gray has problems in
that area and the Premiers Conference tried to address some of the
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consequences of that. I understand the extreme difficulties tha~ Premier Gray
has to surmount, but I would ask him to keep his nose out of Territory affairs
and worry about Tasmania.
Gas Pipeline into Alice Springs
Mr

D.W~

COLLINS to

MI~ISTER

for MINES and ENERGY

What action, has the government taken and what further action doe!; it
intend to take, over allegations that the gas pipeline into Alice Springs is
unsafe?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the member for Sadadeen gave me notice of this question some
time ago as did the member for Stuart. The primary difference there was that
the member' for Stuart notified me through the media ashe embarked 'on a
campaign of, scare tactics, rumour and innuendo, whilst the member for Sadadeen
sought factual informati on from my department. I thank the honourable member
both for the manner. in which he went about that and for his question this
morning.'
,
Early in May, the member for Stuart raised allegations concerning the
safety of the pipeline which carries 'gas from Palm Valley to Alice Springs.
Those allegations were. based on generally unsupported statements made by
1 person. The honourable member made statements to the press which. caused a
great deal of unwarranted concern amongst the people of Alice Springs.
As a result of these allegations and ensuing publicity, my department
immediately took the following actipns to allay public concern: firstly, a
'temporary reduction i.n the maximum· ·allowable operation pressure of the
pipeline was initiated and, se<;ondly, a' thorough / investigation of the
situation by an independent expert was instigated. These actions were
undertaken at some cost to the Territory. The man appointed to investiga'te
these allegations is Mr Don Alder, who is the Chief Technical Manager of the
Gas and Fuel Corporation of Victoria. Mr Alder has had a long career in the
pipeline industry. and is currently a member of the executive committee of the
Standards Association.of Australia responsible for the Australian Pipeline
Code, and chairman of the Standards Association subcommittee responsible for
the preparation of the code for fuel pr~ssure testing of pipelines. He is a
very eminent person in this field. I am sure that all members will agree that
this senior public servant from Victoria can be considered as being totally
objective in his review.
The review's terms of reference were set in such 'a way, as not to 1imit the
investigation. The review was to determine whether the Palm Valley to Alice,
Springs pipeline had been designed, constructed and operated in accordance
with the accepted pipeline industry standards. More particularly, reports
were sought on a number of individual issues raised by the member for Stuart.
Mr Alder has now completed the first stage of his investigations and,although
he is still await,ing results from a number of tests , he has submitted an
interim report to the Department of Mines and Energy. I am pleased to be able
to inform the Assembly that the principal conclusion of this interim report is
that the Palm Valley to Alice Springs gas pipeline was' designect. constructed
and operated in accordance with accepted pipeline industry standards. The
pipeline was tested to the required l~vel of 1.4 times the maximum operating
pressure. Although some corrosion and pitting of. the pipe occurred whilst it
_ was stacked in Alice Springs. action was ta,ken by the engineer manager to cut
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out any pitting greater than the 10% of wall thickness allowed by the code.
Cathodic protection reports indicate that the pipeline hps been satisfactorily
protected against external corrosion since its commissioning.
The reviewof the pipeline and its future operation is continuing, and the
pipeline owner-operators, TNT Bulk Ships Limited", in accordance with the
conditions of the licence issued to it some 3 years ago, is planning to run an
internal corrosion check on the pipeline'during September of ' this year~ This
specialised equipment, usually referred to as an intelligent pig, has to be
imported from the USA. Prior to running thelsurvey, quite a deal of cleaning
and conditioning of the pipe is required. Following the results of this
survey, I expect that Mr Alder wi 11 provi de the government with a flna 1 report
and recommendations'as to any future variations to operating procedures. In
the meantime, the line will continue to be operated at a reduced pressur.e,
which will allow. an even greater margin of safety than the original design
did •.
I take matters of comm--Unity concern and publ ic safety such as this very
seriously. lam concerned that the member for Stuart sought to .raise the
matter in the press in such a way as to cause concern 'amongst Alice Springs
. communities. Let me repeat that we have'acted promptly. It could have cost
over $lm just to do a Chicken Licken and run aroun~ explaining that the sky
was falling down for no reason at all. It is. interesting to note that, under
the term~ of their agreement, the owner-operators were due to carry out
intelligent pig testing in September.
-',
\
,
Mr Ede: Well, we-got exactly what we were after.
Mr COULTER: Yes.' It couid have cost $lm, but you fellows do not worry
about that. Financial l)1anagement does not matter to you. I repeat that we
have acted promptly, and determined that there is no .real substance in the
all,egations. I say again that the, Palm Valley to Alice Springs gas pipeline
has been designed, constructed and operated in accordance with the accepted
pipeline sta~dards~ and the people of Alice Springs should be reassured that
it presents .no danger to the pub 1i c.
Possible Effects of Ranger Mine at Jabiru
Mr'POOLE to CHIEF MINISTER
In view of the fact that the Chairperson of the Senate Standing Committee
on Natural Resources stated in Darwin recently that her preference was for all
uranium mines to '<;lose, what social and economic effects would follow the
closure of the Rang:r Mine at Jpbiru?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the economic effects of'the continued operation of the Ranger
Uranium Mine would be experienced in the following areas: in direct and
indirect employment, wages, public revenues, balance' of payments, and
Aboriginal and external economies. Recent research into the impact of the
Ranger riline on the Nbrthern Tei"ritory economy has revealed that benefits'
generated in the 1984-85. year were as follows.
" In' t'he area of employment and wage effects, Ranger directly employs
approximately 400 people earning, on average, higher incomes than the - NT and
Australian average levels which enhance flow-on effects of wages expenditure
and increase government tax receipts. Indirect employment totals 485.
In
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addition, some 160 people are employed in government departments and servi.ce
agencies re.lated to the operations of Ranger.
By way of public revenues, the Commonwealth government collects some
$57.5m through income tax, employee tax; divipend withholding tax and customs
duty. The Northern Territory collects some $4m through payroll' tax and
royalty payments, and local government collects $0.6m. That represents a
total of $62.1m flowing into the public account. In the balance of payments
area, although export earnings have averaged around $250m per annum, there are
debt-servicing costs and 'payments made abroad which reduce n.et inflow to an
average of around $135m per annum. The net inflow will increase significantly
from 1990 onwards as debt is retired.
In the Aboriginal area, current employment is about 20 persons and
schemes are in progress. There are average annual payments of $11.5m
to 'the Aboriginal Benefits Trust Account of which 30% is distributed to the
Gadadju Association and 70% to the land councils for Aboriginals living in the
Northern Territory.
tr~ining

In respec~ of external economies, improvement in school levels of the work
force, provision of infrastructure and scientific research provide for
non-quantifiable benefits to the community. The social effects of the closure
of Ranger could be described as a catastrophe to the economy and people living
in Jabiru and highly significant to Darwin. Traditional owners in the
Northern Land Council and Aborigines generally wQuld also suffer from reduced
benefits. If Ranger closed, Jabiruwould have to close.
Fringe Benefits Tax
Mr SMITH to TREASURER
~

Can the estimated tax liability from the fringe benefi,ts tax be ,recouped
through a s;pecial' grant application to the independent Commonwealth Grants
Commission and, if so, has a decision been made to apply for such a grant?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as this tax saga starts to unfold, we learn almost daily of
approaches that may be taken to offset the impact of the fringe
benefits tax. Mr Keating was given an example recently of a priest who, w~s
being taxed for his house. The taxation people calculated that one-third of
the house's use was for church purposes and two-thirds for domestic purposes.
Therefore, . the tax applied to the domestic use. Mr Keating changed the rules
and indicated that churches wquldnot be required to pay the fringe benefits
tax on their houses. As all these anomalies come to the attention'of the
Treasurer and the department" the full impact of the fringe benefits tax is
starting to be realised by the federal government. I do not know why it did
not check out the New Zealand situation because that government has not been
successful in collecting the tax either.
diff~rent

Mr B. Collins: Answer the question.
Mr COULTER: Another deal
away from isolated areas.

is being done in relation to spending 3 days

I will answer the question; which raises just one of the issues that has
come to light in this whole saga. The federal government realises that it is
wrong and is' now trying to address the anomalies. The whole thing is an
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anomaly. One avenue that may be available to usis an approach to the Grants
Commission. Whether suCh a submission would be approved by the Grants
Commission is another issue. We can approach the Grants Commission about
matters of concern to the Northern Territory. As the federal government
realises what it has done through the fringe benefits tax, there will be many
opportunities to have it removed. The big solution will be to remove the
.present federal government and that will happen as a result of this fringe
benefits tax.
DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I draw to your attention the presence in
the gallery of Mr John Sharland, British Consul-General, Western Australia,
with responsibility for commercial and economic relations in. the· Northern
Territory, together with Mrs Sharland. On behalf of all honourable members, I
extend a warm welcome to Mr and Mrs Sharland and· hope that their stay in the
Territory has been and wi 11 conti nue to be a pleasant one.
I.alSo draw honourable members' attention to the presence in the ga.1lery
of Senator Glen Sheil, Senator Bernie Kilgariff and Mr Alan Cadman and Mrs
Kathy Sull ivan, members of the House of Representati ves. On behalf of
honourable members, I extend to them all a warm welcome.
Members:

Hear, hear!
Export Income from Ranger

Mrs PADGHAM-PURIClfto MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
In view of the vital need for export dollars to assist with Australia's
dire balance of payment situation, what is the potential export income from
the Ranger mine from now until the mine is 'exhausted?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the economic effects of the continued operation of the uranium
mine would be in direct and indirect employment, wages, public· revenues,
balance of payments and Aboriginal external economies. Recent research into
the impact of Ranger mine on the Northern Territory economy has revealed that
benefits generated in the 1984-85 year were as follows.
Mr B. Collins interjecting.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! If the honourable~Leader of the Opposition wishes to
direct a constant stream of interjections and commentary across the floor, I
would suggest that possibly he could consider a career in radio. I am quite
prepared to tolerate the odd interjection from either side but not a constant
stream.
.
Mr COULTER: Mr Speaker, in the Assembly last week I said that it would be
a race as to who would be the first to close down the uranium industry in the
Northern Territory: the Northern Territory Labor Party or the federal Labor
Party. Another conspiracy came to mind as I pondered this question. We can
think ba~k to the Leader of the Opposition's role in relation to the Hogg
Report. / We all remember him as a cosignatory to the Hogg Report. He does not
remember the Hogg RepOrt.
·Mr B. Collins:

I

have never heard of it. What is the Hogg Report?
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Mr COULTER: What is the Hogg Report?
of the Opposition.
Mr B.

Co11in~:

Mr COULTER:

I will provide a copy to the Leader

It does not exist.

He does not know what it is but it does not exist.
,

Mr B. Collins:

know what you are trying to talk about.

Mr COULTER: We have our representative who is trying'to close down the
uranium mining industry in the Northern Territory. We now have Mr Hogg
working for the Prime Minister. He was one of the minders of the Prime
t1i ni ster~ They 'wi 11 c10se it down because the person advi sing the Prime
Mi ni ster is Mr Hogg. The public r.evenues raised from Ranger, inc 1udi ng
Commonwealth income tax, employee tax, dividend withholding tax and custom
duties have amounted to $57.5m. We always hear from the opposition, that
mining does not create jobs because it is capital intensive. It would argue
that mining does not create wealth but on1Y,fi11s the pockets of a few people
living on the North Shore of Sydney. Northern Territory payroll tax amoun,ted
to $4m and ,local government revenue was $0.6m. That is a total of $62.1m.
Although export ea~ings have averaged around' $250m per annum, debt
servicing costs and payments made abroad reduced net inflow to around $135m
per annum. The net inflow will increase significantly from 1990 onwards as
debt is retired. Currently, about 20 persons are employed and training
schemes are in progress; There are" annual payments of $11.5m to the
Aboriginal Benefits Trust Account of which 30% is distributed to the Gagadju
Association and 70% is distributed to the Northern Territory land councils for
Aborigines living in the Northern Territory.
Emp l6yment Po.tent i a1 of Uran i um Mi nes
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for MINES AND ENERGY
In ,the interests, of Territorians, particularly the residents of the
Arafura electorate, what loss, in potential employment will result from the
failure of Jabi1uka andKoongar~a mines to proceed?
ANSWER ('
Mr Speaker, this morning I had the opportunity to speak to a mlnlng
'organisqtion which is trying desperately to explore a certain area of land in
the Northern Territory. I would like to advise honourable members of a
statement which the mining director made to me. He said that he believed that
the area under exploration had the potential to be the second most profitable
area of land in the wo~ld ,next to the recent finds in Saskatchewan in Canada.
The Jabiluka mine has some $150m worth of gold and some $15 OOOm worth of
uranium. Tnat mine could have gone ahead at the stroke of a pen. $40m was
'i nvested by Getty Oi 1 and Panconti nenta 1 to 'prove up the Jabil uka ' mi ne.
It
will not p r o c e e d . '
"
Mr B. Collins: Why did the Fraser government reject the only sales
contract?
Mr COULTER: I am
that it requires only
,the Fraser government
could alleviate the
conspiracy exists~ Mr

not defending anybody in particular. ,I am simply saying
the stroke of a pen. Mr H,wke could right the wrOngs of
by simply signing his name'to a piece Qf paper. He
national debt overnight if he wished but, as I said, the
Speak~r.
"
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Mr B. Co 11 ins:

Roxby
Downs is a'11'. ri ght.
/
/

Mr COULTER: Not only is Roxby Downs all ri ght but Mr Hawke grabbed the
Prell1ier, of South Australia 'and whizzed him over .to Japan to enter into
negotiations with the Japanese for uranium export deals for Roxby Downs, which
is a copper mine. Is it any wonder that Australia is in trouble? We have one
of the world's richest mines at Jabiluka in the Northern Territory and, as a
result of federal policy; it is not allowed to proceed. We have a Labor
government .••
Mr B. Collins:

You are not John Bannon.

Mr COULTER: That is Labor pol icy speaking: I am not John Bannon. That
demonstrates the way that they go about 'doing business, because those are
their mates down in South Australia and they must stick together.
Regardless of the fact that it is a low-grade copper mine, the Premier of
South Australia was escorted to Japan in an endeavour to secure contracts. 'At
the same time, weare buying Nabarlek yellowcake for $36m. The opposition
tal ksrepeated1y about appropriation of money", but money has not been
appropriated through any 1egis1ative,process to buy Queensland yellowcake to
be stockpileq so that- it cannot be sold to France. That has not affected
French activity at Mururoa Atoll.
Is it any wonder that we are i~ financial strife in Australia? It is a
miracle that a fire sale ,has not been held and everything sold to Vanuatu! r
think $10m was donated for an airport at Vanuatu in a deal to stop it /buying
Australia.' They must be laughing. Australia is in a mes~ because of the
policies of the federal Labor government which do not allow the development of
areas like Jabiluka. There is too much government. T~e same situation
applies to Koongarra. Some $80m has been spent on Koongarra.
Development
capital is estimated at about $100m~ and development and construction would
prov i de over 500 jobs. '
Recently, I was at an EPAC meeting andjlhad the opportunity to sit beside
. Mr Coates and Mr Kellman from CSR and AMP and we started to discuss what is
~rongwith Australia. They both said that, with the exception of the Northern
Territory with its $398m gas pipeline, there were no $500m projects in
,Australii). any more. That is what is wrong with Australia. The Territory has
projects of that magnitude waiting to' proceed, but the federal Labor
government is su'pported by the Northern Terri tdry Labor Party whi ch has argued
here, by way of interjection, the merits of not going ahead with, that kind Of
development and has advocated that it should not proceed. Is it any wonder
that Australia is in the troup1e that it is in?
General Purpose Capital Funds
Mr SMITH to TREASURER
In this financial year, the NT government made a payment of $20m to assist
the Yulara project. Since such a payment will not be required in 1986-87,
will funds to the extent of $20m be available to the NT go~ernment in" 1986-87
to assist with the shortfall Of $40m in general purpose capital funds?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I Will take the opportunity to answer this question in several
ways.
Mr B. Collins:

None of them will address the question.

Mr.SPEAKER:
For the last time. I request the Leader of the Opposition to
cease his interjections. I am prepared to be tolerant with all members: but a
running commentary is not acceptable.
Mr COULTER: Mr Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition said in the Assembly
that he had Treasury figures which showed that the government had lost $60m.
I will quote him to make sure that that is right: 'It is interesting because
the same government advocates guarantees,horrendous deals, and the Chief
M,inister' knows they are, into which we are locked and which will cost us a
cool $60m in just 2 budgets. They are Treasury figures, not ones that we haVe
. made up in our heads'. I would like the Leader of the Qpposition to table
t.hose becaus~ I went away perplexed about the $60m figure.
Mr B. Collins:

I always try to do that.

Mr COULTER: All right, and that would include the purchase of assets at!
Yulara which, I wo.uld suggest, represents the $20m mentioned by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, the $19.4m, or the Yulara contributions that were
made.
If all those things are added together with some other bits and pieces
of figures which were given to the Leader of the Opposition in a briefing, a
fi gure of $60m mi ght emerge.,
As the newly-appoi nted Treasurer, ,I bel i eve I shoul d have the ri,ght to try
to answer these charges from the oppos~tion about financial mismanagement, the
suggestion that amounts of $60m and$20m have been lost. I ask for the
Assembly to bear with me whilst I answer these charges. The members of the
opposition continually knock the efforts of the Northern Territory government.
but I hope they~ill have the patience to hear me out because I shall not only
say it once, I shall say it to them again and again. The Leader of the,
Opposition has demonstrated his destructively negative attitude to the
development of the Northern Territory, and now he is cl,osely supported by his
deputy leader.
From comments that both of them have made on matters of financial
management it is quite clear to me that either both the Leader and the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition have pathetic financial acumen or they are engaging
del iberately in a scare-tactic campaign/ in "which truth or reason has no part
to play: More than likely, thei~ outbursts ~re a combination of all these
things. The ineptitude of the opposition's reasoning was amply evidenced in
this Assembly last W~dnesday when the Leader of the OpPosition had the
incredible gall to suggest that, through various horrendous deals, this
government had lost some $60Jll in direct public money. What a load of utter
and demonstrable rubbish! As a result of that, I went away and wrote this
down.
Mr Speaker, I seek the ~ndulgence of the Assembly whilst I read this, and
expect to receiVe it. I do not know how many times •••
"
Mr SMITH: A point of order, Mr Speaker! I asked a specific question
concerning I-off payments to Yulara, and the effects that those 'payments would
have on this year's capital works program. The Treasurer's answer has no
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relevance whatsoever.
not been asked.

Moreover, it is a written answer to questions that have

Mr SREAKER:
I would suggest that the honourable minister confine his
answer strictly to the question.
Mr COULTER: Mr Speaker, the question ha~ come from the oPPosition. Now
it concerns $20m; last Wednesday, $60m was mentioned. I do not know what it
will be tomorrow. The opposition continually knocks the projects which this
government has developed and put money into to ensure that jobs art: provided,
that development occurs, that we seed an industry through investment ,loans,
and support etc, well in advance of the market in order to develop the market.
It was evident that Yulara could not support the normal town infrastructure
such as roads, police station and so on. The money was set aside'to purchase
assets at Yulara to ensure the development of that project.
Mr B. Collins:

What assets?

Mr COULTER: What assets? This is one of the world's greates't tourist
attractions and the member asks what assets? Those are the asset~.
Mr B. Collins:
Mr COULTER:

You do not know.

Yes I do, and you have been briefed on it too, so you know.

Mr B. Collins:

Tell us.

Mr COULTER:' I would like to have the opportunity, but a point of order
was called because 'the oppositlon would not face the truth on these matters.
I shall have. the opportunity because I am sure the press want to know the
story. I have the answers here! I am sure that,if members of the opposition
can 'read, they will see answers in tonight's paper about the $60m that has
been lost, and the $20m that has gone into the Yulara development. In future,
there will be other equally exci t i ng and cha 11 engi'ng projects that th is
government will put money into. The $40m for capital works, which has been
. taken from us by the federal government, will not be affected by the $20m that
has gone into Yulara. If the Deputy Leader of the Opposition would like a
briefing on the issue from Treasury officers, or on any other matters where
money has been put aside for developments, then I am quite prepared to provide
that to him.
Export Earnings from Uranium Mines
·Mr SETTER' to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
In view of Australia's alarming balance of trade deficit, what estimated
potential export earnings from the Jabiluka and Koongarra uranium mines are
being blocked by ALP policy at this time?
ANSWER
I will answer that question in another way.
Consultations about
Coronation Hill provide a good example of where a company is trying to get on
and develop the Northern Territory. Indeed, the gold manager from BHP will be
seeing me when he gets off the plane this afternoon. The amount of wealth
locked up at Jabilu'ka is estimated to be around $15 OOOm. The wealth in the
Kakadu National Park Stage 3 area is estimated at some $38 OOOm, and we
believe that in fact it is more than that. We are talking about the most
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prospective area in the world today. Kakadu Stages 1. 2 and 3. and other
throughout Arnhem Land. contai6 some of the world's richest min~ral
deposits. They are locked uP. while markets are taken from us by Canada and
other countri es • because of federal government" po 1i c i es. It i ,s very hard to
estimate. but I suspect that the total value of minerals irr that area is
probably in the vicinity' of $60 OOOm. We are trying to pull Australia out of
its present poor po~ition in terms of its balance of payments deficit. but ALP
policies have restricted us from developing. Our forefathers would roll over
in th~ir graves.
~reas

Humbert River Station
Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
The minister has now had 1 week in which to acquaint himself fully with my
question. which he could not answer last week. I ask it again. Is he now
aware that the Valuer-General's acquisition value of $600 000 for the Humbert
River Station pastoral lease WaS leaked to the owners of that property during
confidential negotiations with the Northern Territory government. which was
then seeking to acquire the entire property? If so. was an investigation
launched into the leaking of this extremely valuable. commercially
confidential information. and what were the terms of reference for such an
inquiry? In'particular. did the inquiry investigate'whether the leaking of
that information forced the price to the government for a portior of that
property toJrise substantially?
'
ANSWER

\'

Mr Speaker. I told the Leader of the Opposition last week that I' was not
aware of any leaked documents being given to the owners of the Humbert River
Station during the sale. However. I understand that over a period of 2 years
of negotiations~ one would obtain a fair idea of the value of the property.
In answering another question last week' the Chief Minister told the Lea'der of
the Opposition that the property was worth some $750 000. That was the amount
the owners were as ki ng for. I was under the impress i on that I had' answered
the question adequately as far as the ,Leader of the Opposition was concerned.
and that the Chief Minister provided the information that he wanted. 1n
answers to subsequent questions.
Uranium Mining
, Mr PERRON to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
With regard to the 'concern expressed by the Chairperson of th~ Senate
Standing Committee on Natural Resources about environmental threats posed by
'uranium _mining in (the Northern Territory. what would have been the cost of
environmental rehabilitation by ERA at the Ranger site had that mine) closed
down on 30 June last year? '
.
I

ANSWER
Mr Speaker. I have a very short answer to that question:
Uranium Mine been forced to close on)O June 1985 .••
Mr B. Collins:

Had the Ranger,

It was not.

Mr McCARTHY: It very well might have 'been. and it mi ghtwe 11 be closed
down
in the future if we are not careful. with
people like the chairperson of
\
.

10

QUE~TIONS

- Wednesday 18 June 1986

the Senate committee making statements like that one. The cost to -Ranger at
that time would have been in the order of $38m. Of course, the company would
. nbt have had the benefit of'future production td cover that cost, and I have
'no doubt that the Austral i an taxpayer woul d have been forced to pay for part
of it.
Humbert River Station
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
,

'

.

As a former Mi ni ster for Lands, can he confi rm that, in assess i ng . a
valuation for acquisition purposes, the Valuer-General considers heads of
compensation under the Acquisition Act, which are over and above the market·
value of a property and, if so, was this done in the valuation of the Humbert
River Station?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I must make 2 points. I am not aware that the Valuer-General
is required to' take that into account but, in this particular case, it does
not appear that the Valuer-General did that. It may assist members if I quote
from what the Va.luer-General said in the valuation provided in May 1986. The
valuation
i~ dated 31 May 1985.
\
I
'
This letter confirms the verbal advice given to Mr Ward on 31 May
1985. As requested~ the Humbert ~iver Station valuations are as
follows:
Parcel: area in square kilometres and market value, bare:
Humbert River, 5630 km 2 ~ $60 000./
New Humbert River homesteadarea,630 km 2 - $285 000.
New Humbert River and old Humbert River homestead areas,
1008 km~.- $440 000.
4. ,As per 3. That is, the new Humbert River and old Humbert River
homestead areas plus additional' area, making a total of
1096 km 2 - $450 0 0 0 . .
'
5. Western portion of Hunibert River, hills area, 4534 km 2 $150 000.
. '
,
.

1.
2.
3.

Please note that the valuations are estimates only, -particularly as
the western portion of Humbert River Station has not been i.nspected
and land areas have not been surveyed. To date, the valuations are
all as at 31 May 1985.
,: '
"
That was a direct quotation from the Valuer-Generalis' letter(to the Lands
' In the t~rms of that letter, the valuation is based on an
estimated value, without inspection of the saleable value of the property. I
confirm what the Minister for Lands has said, namely that the owners of the
property had regularlY disputed the price of that 19nd, and had quoted reports
they had received from potential sa)e agents saying that, if they, were
prepared to wait, they could achieve $750 000 for the property. That did not
take into account certain losses. They made claims to us for losses of some
$125 000 early in 1985 and a further $45 000 if delays extended to 1 July
1985. In fact, the sale was not fi na li sed unti 1 September 1985.
I do not
believe that the valuation of $150 000 took those matters into account.
Depar,tm~nt.
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Aboriginal Royalties from

Uranium~ining

Mr TUXWORTH to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
In view of the concern expressed by the Chairperson of the Senate Standing,
Committee on Natural Resources about the effect of uranium mining on,
Aboriginals in the Northern Territory, can he supply details of the amount o~
royalties paid to Aboriginal people as a result of the operations at Ranger
and Nabar1ek?
\..

ANSWER

Mr Speaker, we all remember the honourable senator quite well. The
independence of the chairperson was immediately brought into question when she
stepped onto Northern Territory soil and said it was her personal opinion that
the mine should be closed down.
\
'
The royalties paid to Aborigina,l organisations and trust funds have been
quite substantial. The Turner Report, which was tabled in the Assembly'
yesterday,. referred to revenues to Aboriginal communities from mining and
other industries. This government supports that type of approach to ensure
that Aboriginal people benefit from the wealth generated by that indl,lstry. In
particular, we are pleased to be engaged in negotiationLwj_tb the Gagadju
Association which is responsible for part of the royalties paid to Aboriginal
people and, in particular, the motel development. I am not suggesting that
Aboriginal communities should not receive, these royalties.
Some $47m has been paid in royalties by ERA to the Commonwealth and
distributed to) the Aboriginal Benefits Trust Account for the period to
December 1985. 30% of this was passed .Ito the Gagadju Association for
disbursement to traditional owners.
It is estimated that future royalty
payments to the ABTA wi 11 be in the range of $12m to $I5m per annum over the
life of the mine.
,

Humbert River Station

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
The proprietors of 'Humbert River Station were confident of achieving a
sale price of $750 000 for the property which accounted apparently for the
fact that the government's payment for a small portl on exceeded the
Valuer-General 's valuation by over 100%~. Did the ,government formally offer in
March 1985, not ,in 1983 as the government keeps stating, $500 000 for the
entire property and was that offer accepted in writing later in the same month
by the owners of Humbert River Station? Was that formal written advice sent
both to the minister himself and the Department of Lands?
I

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, we answered
settle this matter once
prepared to give an ou~line
hopefully it will sink into

this question last week. The answer is yes. To
and for all for the Leader of the Opposition, I am
of the history of this particular event and
his thick head.

As the Leader of the Opposition was informed the other
for Lands and myself, the suggestion that Humbert River be
Gregory National Park has been around since at least 1983.
propositio~ was that the government should buy the vhole
j

12

day by the Minister
incorporated into
At that stage, the
of Humbert River

QUESTIONS - Wedn,esday 18 June 1986
Station. The owners, Rural Improvements Pty Ltd, a division of Consolidated
Press Holdings which. also owns Newcastle Waters Station, held on to the
property for· almost 3 years, pending resolution, without restocking it. It is
useful to note that Rural Improvements Pty Ltd bought Humbert River in 1982
for $1.2m. After a Cabinet decision in mid-1984 reconfirming the decision to
incorporate Humbert River/into the Gregory National Park, the Valuer-General
provided the government with a valuation of $600 000 stock free or $670 000 on
a walk-in walk-out basis. The Leader of the Opposition made noises last week
about this being a completely confidential piece of information. As a dealer
in stolen documents, He is hardly in a position to pass judgment. '
There followed a lengthy period of negotiations which led to an official
government offer of $500 000 in March 1985. Last week, I outlined the basis
on which the $500 000 offer was made. That differed from the offer. of
$600 000 in that it was C}negotiating position adopted by the then Minister
for Lands to give him room to move to the Valuer-General's valuation if need
be. We were not involved in an acquisition process at that stage, but
negotiating a purchase.
'As the Leader of the Opposition informed us from the stolen papers that he
has in his possession,the owners accepted this offer in March 1985. What he
chose not to mention - or did not know ;of because the file thief was
selective - was the accompanying correspondence of the same date. In addition
to the $500 000, this correspondence detailed a compensation claim of $125 000
to offset losses incurred through holding the property for 2 years. That
letter from' the General Manager of Newcastle Waters Station, Mr Ken Warriner,
also detailed the valuations put on the property that I referred to last week.
Mr Warriner explained that he h~d received 'inquiries over 'the preceding
2 years and that agents informed him on 2 separate occasions that they could
expect $750 000 for· Humbert River Station if there was no hurry to sell.
Mr Warriner stated it would cost the owners another $45 000 to continue to
hold the property until 1 July 1985.
.
About this time, the government decided it was not necessary that the
whole of Humbert River Station be bought for the creation of Gregory National
Park and that the eastern section of the station, containing the best cattle
country, would best be Iretained by the pastoral industry. Therefore,
negotiations began with the owners to subdivide Humbert River Station, the
eastern one-fifth, to be retained and the remaining four-fifths purchased by
the government for incorporation into Gregory' Park. This is where the
$150 000 valuation came in. The Valuer-General was asked for an assessment.
On 31 May 198!>, the Valuer-General; stated that the eastern one-fifth was
estimated to be worth $450 000. ThiS left the value of the area the
government wanted to acquire at $150 000. However, the Valuer-General asked
that it be noted that the valuations were estimates only, particularly as the
western portion of Humbert River Station had not been inspected or surveyed.·
By this stage, the matter had been under way for about 2 years. In late
June\ there was a meeting between the former Chief Minister, Mr Warriner and
myself. At this meeting, we discussed not 9nly the valuation of the section
of Humbert River. that the government was to acquire, but also the extent of
compensation the government should pay to the owners for losses incurred in
holding the property for us, especially in view of the use they could have
made of it. As I explained last week, Newcastle Waters was experiencing a
drought and had to turn off significant numbers of cattle. Had the owners
been operating ;both properties .as part of their land, they would have been
able to move many of the Newcastle .Waters cattle onto Humbert River Station to
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lessen ,the consequences of accelerated destocking necessitated by
drought.

the

Severa 1 weeks 1, ater, on 17 June, l s i gned a 1etter addressed to
Mr Warriner, making the offer of $150 000 for that portion of Humbert River
Station required for the Gregory park. That letter did not address the issue
of the unresolved compensation payment for costs incurred. Needless to say,
Mr Warriner then contacted me, seeking to tie up both matters at once, and we
concluded a settlement, covering purchase plus compensation, of $310000. I
. appended a notation to the departmental memo relating to the 17June letter
referring to a net payment of $310 000. There is another copy o~ that memo on
the same file which does not carry the notation, and it would not surprise me
if that is .the one amongst the stolen papers) which the Leader of the
Opposition has.
.
Mr B. Collins: This is a re-run of the Westpac story.
over lunch, did youq

You fixed it up

'Mr HATTON: Let me summarise. For an outlay of $310 000, the government
has bought an area of more than 4000 km 2 of land which is to be' kept intact
for future ,generations as part of a national park. The money outlaid was
about half the amount that the owners were asking for the whole property of
just over 5000 km~. Therefore, not only has there been a saving on the
acquisition costs for 'the Gregory National Park, but the commercially
productive part of the old Humbert River pl'1operty is now being utilised again.
I have with me a Department of\ Lands development repbrtconcerning
improvements made on the Humbert River pastoral lease since final settlement
of the matter in January this year. This report is dated 11 June. Thatwas
last Wednesday. It states that 17.7 km of new internal fencing and 6 km of
new boundary fencing' have been erected while a further 18 km of cleared line
has been bulldozed and pegged in preparation for fencing~ The report says
that the lessees are currently running 10 000 head of cattle behind wire. The
pastoral officers who carried out the inspection of Humbert Ri~er Station
commented that all improvements being erected and renovated were of a very
high standard and design, and a credit to the lessees~
The government is happy that it has arrived at the best solution" in
relation to Humbert River. It is a solution that might not pl~ase the Leader
of the Opposition or the. individual who has set him up by letting him peek at
selective stolen documents. It is ~ solution that resolved ~,situatio~ that
had, been dragging on for some years.' It reduced' the government's total
Gregory park acquisition costs,added a significant area to the Gregory
Na,tional Park and put valuable pastoral land back into production. '
A few minutes ago, the ,Leader ,of the Opposition made an interjection,
concerning the Westpac arrangements. I totally repudiate any suggestion of
impropriety in these dealings. I said last week and I say ,now that a level of
compensation was 'negotiated with the Humbert River proprietors. It was
compensation of some $160 000 and took into account the fact that the owners
of that property destocked it and, 1eft it fallow at the request of the
Northern Territory government. They did not have to do that. They had every"
right to restock the property and operate it, which would have forced us to'
buy it as a fully-stockeq property. They accommodated us.' They kept a man on
that property and', paid him wages, to do basic maintenance work,and they
incurred ,addi ti ona 1 1ossesat Newcastl e Waters as a consequence of not taking
advantage 'of good pastures at Humbert River during last year's drought. I
believe that the compensation received by the owners of Humbert River Station
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was, in fact, 1ess than the .costs which they incurred. The approach we .
adopted in negotjating a package arrangement reduced the potential cost if the
matter had been referred to a tribunal.
Mr HANRAHAN (Leader of Government Business):
further questions be placed on the question paper.
SUSPENSION

O~

Mr Speaker,

I ask that

STANDING ORDERS

Mr B. COLLINS (Opposition Leader): Mr Speaker, I move that so much of
standing orders be suspended as would prevent my asking the Chief Minister an
additional question about Humbert River Station.
The Assembly divided:
Noes

Ayes
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

Bell
Coll ins
Ede
Leo
Smith

Mr D.W. Collins
Mr Coulter
Mr Dale
Mr Dondas
Mr Finch
Mr Firmin
Mr Hanrahan
. Mr Harris
MY' Hatton
Mr McCarthy
Mr Manzie
Mrs Padgham-Purich
Mr Palmer
Mr Perron
Mr Poole
Mr Setter
Mr Tuxworth
Mr Vale

B.

Motion negatived.
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Tennant Creek Airport
Mr TUXWORTH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Following comments made recently by the federal Minister for Aviation, has
the federal minister indicated whether funds will be available t~ upgrade' the
airstrip in Tennant Creek and are those funds ljkely to be forthcoming in the
future? Will the ALOP proposal for the operation of the Tennant Creek Airport
go ahead and does the government have any news from the federal minister on,
whether he proposes to restrict the F28 operations in and out of Tennant Creek
as a result of the federal government's failure to provide funds for its
upgrading?
ANSWER
The Minister for Aviation, Hon Peter Morris, has not approved an upgrading
of the Tennant Creek Airport to the F28 aircraft standard which was estimated
to cost $4.7m. At this time, the federal minister is prepared to reinstate
certain parts of the surface in order to maintain an operation but he has not
given us any indications as to what will happen to the local ownership plan
for the Tennant Creek Airport. In fact, the federal minister has been very
quiet in regard to any airport development in the Northern Territory,
including Alice Springs and Darwin.
'
Officers of the Department of Transport and Works are actively pursuing
the question of the upgrading of the Tennant Creek Airport and I will inform
members when there are further developments.
Casinos
Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
:In its consideration of the altered economic options available to the
Northern Territory in formulating the August budget, is the government
considering a renegotiation of the Darwin and Al ice -Springs casino
arrangements to ensure that gaming tax leve\s are restored to the level paid
, by the operators of Federal Pacific Hotels and which are currently costing at
least $4m a year in lost revenue? According to'the last information given to
the opposition in an official briefing, the Alice Springs casino' was on the
market, but no buyers were forthcoming. Is the Alice Springs casino still for
sale?
ANSWER
The Northern Territory government has entered into negotiations with a
range of peOple who are interested in renegotiating the sales of the casinos
both in Alice Springs and Darwin. These negotiations are at a very delicate
stage and I do not intend to releas~any details other than to say that they
wi 11 conti nue and I will inform honourable members of. thei r success or
otherwise ..
Fringe Benefits Tax
'Mr FIRMIN to CHIEF MINISTER
An article in the NT News on 14 June 1986 quoted a statement by
Senator 'Robertson in which he said: 'I discuss the Territory's problems with
Mr Keating and Mr Walsh and I raise them consistently at caucus and committee
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meetings. Unfortunately, my view was not supported and I will not make a big
fellow of myself by standing apart from the party and crying about it. I am
bound by convention to support the democratic vote of the party and, in doing
so, I am fulfilling the duties of my office'. Did the Chief Minister have any
discussions with .the Prime Minister or Treasurer whilst attending the Premier~
Conference with reference to the comments made by Senator Robertson in raising
these important Northern Territory issues with his colleagues and putting a
case for the reniote persons in the Northern Territory who wi 11 have to, pay the
fringe benefits tax?
ANSWER
I found those comments by Senator Ted Robertson quite amazing' given that'
he holds the position of party Whip and, one presumes, carries out that
function from time to time when ,he can stay awake. If the senator is telling
the community the truth, it demonstrates the absolutely ineffectual nature of
his representation of the Northern Territory within the ALP. At the Premier's
Conference last week, a number of Premiers and myself raised the issue of the
fringe benefits tax with the Treasurer and the Prime Minister. That included
Premier Bannon from South Australia, Premier Wran from New South Wales and
Premier Burke from Western Australia. Mr Speaker, you will note they are all
Labor Premiers.
Those Premiers were not happy to sit there and toe the party line. They
stood up and argued their case about the fringe benefits tax, as I did on
behalf of the Northern Territory. A'll of us argued strenuously that the
fringe benefits tax would impose extreme disadvantages on people in rural
Australia, quite apart from the fundamental inequity of a tax on employers at
the very time when the federal government was trying to stimulate private
investment to overcome our economic ills. The logic of its approach
completely escapes me.
I put a few fundamental poi nts' to the Prime Mi ni ster and the Treasurer
such as the fact that some of the benefits that we provide to a number of our
public servants in the Northern Territory are benefits we are required to pay
ito compulsory transferees as a consequence of provisions in the Northern
Territory (Self-government) Act. I asked the Prime Minister and Treasurer
whether, if they believe,these are no longer necessary, they are prepared to
amend the act to enab 1e us to do somethi ng about it., I di d not recei ve a
response.
I also raised the problems of providing nurses, policemen, teachers and
health workers in remote areas of the Northern Territory. I pointed out the
inequitable costs that will be imposed' on our pastQral and mining industries
through this tax because employers are required to pay these benefits under
awards. In many cases, these stem from arbitrated conditions' in awards. The
employer might have argued against a benefit but the Arbitration Commission
held that it should be paid. Despite the legal obligation on those employers,
the Commonwealth government has now chosen to ,tax them.
'When these matters wer,e put clearly to the Prime Mi ni ster and Treasurer,
they indicated that ,they had not anticipated the effect on people in the
Northern Territory and northern Western Australia, northern South Australia
and western New South Wales. They were thinking of the problems in the cities
where employers have been reducing labour costs and avoiding tax through the
provision of' fringe benefits. We are trying to provide basic services for
people in very remote parts of Australia. The Treasurer and the Prime
Minister both agreed that they would review the matter and have asked us to
provide a detailed submission to them to enable them to carry out that review.
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I understand that submission has been now forwarded to the federal
government for. its consideration. We win follow that up as a matter of
urgency. I must say, though, that this does not overcome the ·fundamental
problem of the inequity of the tax. It does not address quite serious
problems that exist in the major centres in the Northern Territory, but it may
at least ameliorate some of the extremely discriminatory effects of this
fringe benefits tax. We were able to get that undertaking after a very tough
Premiers Conference, which led me to speculate whether Senator Robertson had
even mentioned the matter in the party room. Certainly, I received the
impression that the Prime Minister and Treasurer were not aware of these
effects. If the senator had mentioned it, he must have been. very ineffectual
in putting the Northern Territory's case. I really think the Australian Labor'
Party should think carefully about the preselection of its Senate candidates
here so that, if one is elected, it will be a person whowHl actually put the
case for the Northern Territory. It should be~omebody who is prepared to
stand up publicly and speak on behalf of the people of the Territory, whether
or not that is in contravention of party rules.
Alice, Springs Airport
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Recent media reports have suggested that it would cost something like $4Om
to upgrade the Alice Springs Airport for transfer to local\ownership, and that
the federal government gave that as an excuse for doing nothing. Is the
estimate of $40m correct?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I can make this answer pretty brief. I know that the estimate
of $40m is wrong. Officers of the Department ,of Transport and Works have
estimated the cost of work at about $30m. However, until such time as we can
sit down with the federal Minister for Transport and Aviation to 'work out the
final development proposals for our airports, we will not get very far.
Casinos
Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
\

I thank the Chief Minister for his gratuitous advice on preselection for
the Senate. We will have a look around Brisbane to see if we can find a
candidate to match the CLP's. My question is to the Treasurer who, if he'
continues to sit in front of the member for Fannie Bay, may well need that
flak jacket before the day is out. The Treasurer's answer to my previous
question appeared to confirm the information that we have had for some time,
that Pratts are indeed about to with'draw from the operations of the Darwin
Casino. Given that he has just told this Assembly that both the Darwin and
Alice Springs casinos are subject to sales negotiations which have reached a
delicate stage, can he advise whether the government is endeavouring, to
include in the purchase agreement the reimposition of a gaming tax?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker,I want ,to make it clear at the outset that a gaming tax
operates at the casinos. I have said already that I do not intend to conduct
the negotiations which are proceeding regarding. arrangements with the casinos
through the media. I am prepared to discuss these negotiations onli in the
boardrooms of the people who are interested in renegotiating the casino
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arrangements, and in the Chan building. I shall conduct those negotiations in
the manner in which they s hOi,! H! be conducted. That is as much as I intend to
say at this stage. I will make an announcement on the financial arrangements
with regard to the 2 casinos in the near future.
Darwin Airport
Mr FIN.CH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
I understand the federal Minister for Aviation has proposed some interim
works to be carried out on the obsolete hangar at Darwin Airport known
gr~tuitously as the terminal building. What works are involved and does the
proposal imply an indefinite delay in completion of the new terminal building?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I understand the federal Minister for Aviation, Peter Morris,
has made arrangements to allow some work to take place to upgrade Darwin
_ Airport. Over the next 6 months work will be undertaken on the general
aviation area and will include:' provision of 2 baggage belts to serve
domestic airline baggage delivery; extension of the terminal roof over the new
domestic baggage area; repairs to' the leak.ing terminal roof; modifications to
the international arrivals hall, including provision of an endless baggage
belt; upgrading of the power supply; improvements to air-conditioning in the
upstairs bar area; and modification to 'the terminal car park and exit· road.
The p,ower supp~y to the. general aviation area will be upgraded.
I understand those work.s will cost almost $2m. Of course, we fear that
this is just bandaid, cosmetic surgery and we do not want that. 'We have
waited nearly a year for the federal minister to provide information to the
people of the Northern Territory about relocation of the new airport
facilities. Very little work is proposed in terms' of public facilities but I
suppose Peter Morris, sitting in Canberra, thinks that a couple of million
dollars will keep the guys in the northern part of the Territory quiet. It'
disturbed me that, when the federal Minister for Aviation was in the Northern
Territory, he refused to give any minister of the Northern Territory
government even 5 minutes of his time to discuss not only upgrading of the
airport, but other matters r.elated to h.is portfolio.
On the funny side, when he was here,there was a general demonstration
outside the Beaufort Hotel. The Leader of the Opposition was standing there
with a few other members of the opposition, and Mr Morris walked through and
said: 'Rent-a-crowd'.
'
Exploratory Drilling in Darwin Water Catchment Area
Mr BELL to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Which mining company is carrying out exploratory drilling for lead and
'zinc in the Darwin water catchment area?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am not sure whether that question should have been directed
to me. I will endeavour to obtain the' information from the relevant
department. However, I think the. question 'should be directed to the Minister
for Mines and Energy.
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Mr BELL:
and Energy.

Mr Speaker; I redirect the question to the Minister for Mines

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, there are' a number of mining operations under way but the
'Darwin catchment area' is a fairly broad term to use in this regard. Perhaps
the honourable member could·identify the exploration licence or describe the
area he is concerned about. The Darwin water catchment area extends over a
large area.
It includes Manton. River Dam, and the Woodcutters operation,
which involves lead, is in that' vicinity.
If the member could be more
specific about the area concerned, I would be prepared to give him full
details on the particular company that is of concern to him. Jf he has
further information that could assist, I would be only too pleased to help him
out. However, I stress again that the Darwin River catchment area covers a
huge area of land whic~contains quite a number of exploration licences.
Teacher Assessment
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Is he aware how disruptive to schools the teacher assessment process is
and, if so, is he prepared to consider less disruptive methods in the interest
of our children's education?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, th~ method of teacher assessmerit being used this year is new,
and the. aim of the current teacher assessment program is' to streamline what
was, in the past, a cumbersome 'and rather time-consuming-proc~ss. Any
modification of an existing procedure will draw a number of critics, usually
because the modification goes outside the bounds of familiarity. The member
for Sadadeen, being a former teacher, would obviously be aware of the problems
associated with the previous system.
As of 3 June, 256 teachers were undergoin~ peer assessment. I believe it
is important that emphasis be placed on the words 'peer assessment', since the
principle of teachers evaluating other teachers remains the foundation of the
It is only in exceptional circumstances, such as in remote
process.
communities, that assessment meetings are held during school time. In the
vast majority of cases, these meetings take place outside school hours and,
therefore, have very little effect, if any, on the schoolchildren. In
recognition of the fact that the 1986 procedures are new, a full report has
been commissioned and a review team is being establ ished. It will comprise
representatives from the Teachers Federation, the Department of Education and
the community.
Mr Smith:

It is about time.

MrMANZIE: Mr Speaker, I cannot und~rstand the honourable me~ber's
, thought process. We have a new system in train. It would be rather premature
to introduce a scheme one week and review it th~ next week. Obviously, he has
different ideas on the way things should be done. If a new system is
introduced, it must operate for a certain period of time before any proper
assessment can be made. Where necessary, the review will, recommend
modifications to the procedures operating this year. Hopefully, we will be
able to implement any recommendations at the start of 1987.
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Darwin Airport
Mr PERRON to,CHIEF MINISTER
Has he received any communications recently from the federal Minister for
Aviation regarding the construction of the new Darwin Airport terminal,
following that federal minister's announcement 14 months ago that the work on
that terminal would be suspended for 6 months only?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have not had any correspondence recently from the federal
Minister,for Aviation in relation to the Darwin Airport. On the Friday
afternoon of the Que~n's birthday long weekend, we received a vocadex letter
from Hon Peter Morris concerning Alice Springs Airport. He pre-emptively
advised us that he had instructed his department to cease negotiations on ,the
local ownership plan for Alice Springs Airport. That was not all. We
received a copy of that with a press release he had already forwarded to the
media advising of that situation. He made a number of inaccurate statements
in that release, not the least of which was an allegation that it would cost
the Commonwealth government up to $4Om to do it.
I'have written to both the Prime Minister and the federal Minister for
Transport and Aviation seeking to reopen dlscussions on this airport. I wish
to correct this anomaly because, when these sorts of figures are floated
around, they tend to be regarded as gospel truth. The anticipated total cost
of upgrading under the local ownership plan for Alice Springs Airport was
estimated at about $30m, of which the Northern Terrjtory government would be
committed, through a cost-sharing arrangement, to provide about $lOm. The cost
to the Commonwealth, all up, would be about $20m. However, the cost
anticipated during this coming financial year would have been in respect of
design and construction and would have been about $lm. It is hardly a major
cost-saving exercise on the part of the Commonwealth considering 4 years'
negotiations had almost reached conclusion in respect of local ownership of
the Alice Springs Airport.
There is a desperate need to upgrade the airport in Alice Springs, both
for safety reasons and to alleviate congestion. As an Alice Springs resident,
Mr Speaker, you are only too aware of the incredible congestion that occurs at
Alice Springs Airport. This year alone, flights into Alice Springs have
increased, by 20%. On a number of occasions when I have been in A1 ice Springs,
I ,have seen up to 5 jets sitting on the tarmac at the airport there. That is,
not an unusual occurrence at Alice Springs Airport and it creates incredible
congestion at that airport. It is unreasonable to cut off pre-emptive1y
negotiations that could provide an avenue whereby we could provide decent
airport facilities, in Alice Spri,ngs, which is a major tourist centre for
Australia.
'
Mr Speaker, I can advise the honourable member that I have received a
letter from Hon Lionel Bowen, the acting Prime Minister, on the matter ,of
Darwin Airpor't. The story of the redevelopment of that airport is a sorry one
indeed. On 4 April 1985, the federal government deferred further contracts on
the redevelopment of Darwin Airport. Almost $lOm had been committed to
expenditure on contract work on the northern side and a further $lOm in
indirect costs had been incurred. After spending $2Om of taxpayers' money,
the Commonwealth, government decided that it needed to undertake a complete
financial and economic reappraisal of the project even though it had gone
through rigorous programs, Public Works Committee hearings., reviews and had
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been the subject of public comment for some years. The fi.nal decision was
taken by the Fraser government, reviewed by the Hawke government and then
committed by the Hawke government. Six months after construction started,
they stopped for ~et another review.
This particular reappraisal was carried out and 3 development options were
identified: the existing t~rminal building area; the north side site, which
is the current partly-developed site; and, the RAAF bomber replenishment area
on the south. side. A report to the minister in November 1985 made
recommendations for interim works on the existing terminal building for about
$lm pending completion of a new facility. The Northern Territory government
was not given final cost estimates for each of the proposed sites and it is
not known which will be selected. However, the RAAF, Department of Aviation
and the Department of Housing and Construction seem to ,be in favour of the
north side site - the site that is already partly developed.
My government has pressed at every opportunity for a decision on this
matter and for an early resumption of work. The TerritQry's.tourism strategy
relies, to a great extent, on the building of an international standard
terminal at the Darwin Airport. The government committed itself to support
the development of the Sheraton, Beaufort and casino f~cilities in the belief
that such a terminal would be provided. It is part of an overall strategy of
the Northern Territory to break into the international tourist market.
A new terminal is absolutely'necessary to support the rapidly' expanding
tourism initiatives of this government. I do not need to tell members of this
Assembly how desperately deficient the current internatiohalfacilitie~ are at
Darwin Airport. A single fully-loaded 747 plane can cause incredible delays.
If there were 2 on the tarmac, passengers would be lined up across to the main
strip waiting to pass through Customs. On 26 May 1986, the acting Prime
Minister wrote to me concerning the redevelopment of the airport.' Mr Bowen
advised that the Commonwealth's appraisal of 'options for the development of
new facilities at Darwin Airport had been 'completed and it'was expected that
consideration of the final report wo.uld be finalised shortly. We were
promised an answer 8 months ago but the procrastination still continues.
This government is most anxious to see a sensible resolution at the
earliest opportunity so that- desperately needed work can be commenced. I
advise honourable, members that I have now responded to Mr Bowen's letter and!
have again pressed the Prime Minister for an early decision on the airport
redevelopment. I have offered to meet with the Prime Minister at his
convenience in an endeavour to have this matter finalised and work commenced
on this essential ~roject. I should ~oint out that it, is n6t only the
Northern Territory that is suffering as a result of the present substandard
facilities at Darwin Airport. The whole of Australia is being disadvantaged
by the disgraceful first impression given to international travellers to
Australia who choose to enter the country through what they are led to believe
is an international gateway. Why the Commonwealth government allows this
situation to continue is beyond my comprehenSion.
Federal Budget Deficit
Mr SMITH to TREASURER
On 12 June, the 'Treasurer was quoted in the Northern Territory News as
saying that the federal budget deficit was expanding. Asa result of the'
Premiers Conference, can the Treasurer, inform this Assembly as to the expected
federal deficit for 1985-1986 and whether it has grown or declined since
1984-85?
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ANSWER
The Premier of Western Australia pointed out to the federal Treasurer that
;the federal government had a total budget of $69 OOOm which represented a 19%
increase~
Whilst he expected all the states to take a dive, the federal
budget had increased by 19%. The feqeral Treasurer explained that by saying
that some $35Om was for TAA. The simple fact is that it has saved money and
the deficit is declining. The main reason for that is that,it has ripped
$40Om off the states. He said also that its budget would be cut by $1000m.
However, there is a bit of confus ion there because Senator Button sa.i din the
Senate that it would be $1500m and Mr Hawke has confirmed. that. They are now
running around trying to find out where to make the additional' savings. There
is total confusion between the Senate and the House of Representatives on
that. I guess they will get their act together soon and we will have some
real figures.
Kava Consumption in Arnhem Land
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for HEALTH
In view of the many concerns expressed to me by a number of people
the effects of the now wigespread consumption of kava in Arnhem
Land, has the goVernment undertaken any research aimed at identifying the
problems associated with it which are alleged to include:' de;trime'ntal effects
on health, direct and indirect; breakdown in the social structure of
communities; absenteeism from work and school; and an,. increase in criminal
offences, particularly, break and enters and the stealing of motor vehicles?
If this is the case, what plans are in place to arrest these problems?
r~garding

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the situation in relationto' kava use, especially by Arnhem
Land Aboriginals, has changed significantly over the past few years. Some
members of this Assembly are seeking briefings which will be provided by
officers of \the department. The quantity of kava being consumed, its cost and'
associated socio-economic problems are escalating. The Department of Health
has been monitoring the situation for some time and reporting on the situation
in an accurate and non-alarmist fashion. It is well known that sensationalist
media reporting inrel,tion to issues such as this can Conly exacerbate the
problems. We are trying to look at the issue responsibly and address the very
serious problems that have arisen.
The Drug and Alcohol Bureau has been carrying out research into the use of
drugs throughout the Northern Territory. A survey has been carried out in the
southern region and a further survey'will be undertaken in the ~rnhem Land
region during July and August. I hope to have an interim report in September
and a full report tn, December. The survey will concentrate on communities
where kava consumption is a problem. T~e detailed. information that we will be
gathering will relate to the amount of kilva that is being consumed, the cost
and the method and origin of supply. ' We ~ill be requesting the communities to
playa very important role in this whole exercise. Not only the Aboriginal
people, but also the teachers, ~ealth workers and nurses will be aSked to
comment. It is planned that, after each community is surveyed, any problems
identified in that community will receive immediate and appropriate action as
requested by the community. There is no doubt that the increased consumption
of kava is having very serious effects. There is n,o doubt that attitudes to
work are being affected. ,Jt is affe'cting the schools and the education of
children.
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There area number of problems which cut across portfolios. The
Department of Health is responsible for the coordinatioQ of the whole exercise
in relation to kava. I was delighted to hear of a community which recently
became so concerned with the lack of work being done, that it restricted the
amount of kava being consumed. That shows that people are most concerned and
are taking positive action. There have been no investigations tG date into
the long-term health effects of kava, but lam very pleased to report that I
had breakfast this morning with Dr Blewett, the federal Minister for Health,
and he made favourable comment on the possibility of the federal government
providing funds to assist in research work on the effects of kava through the
Menzies School of Health Research. I might say that, unfortunately, I did not
have so much luck in relation to the fringe benefits tax when I raised that
with Dr Blewett.. I will be. following up the matter of funding for kava
rp.search through the Menzies School of He~lth Research, and I hope that the
Leader of the OpPosition will also do so if he has an opportunity to meet with
Dr Blewett. As more information becomes available, I will provide the
Assembly with further briefings~
.
Fringe Benefits Tax
f1r

PALMER to.MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION

~~hat
ir'pa,ct is the fri nge benefi ts tax 1i ke ly to have on the research and
development functions of his department?

f.'J,SWER
Very briefly~ Mr Speaker, the likely impact will be. a downgrading of
research facil ities. The tax will have a very real impact on people 1ivingin ,
\'emote areas and their capacity for car travel. If money has to be set aside
"to pay tax on housing, for instance,. in remote areas like Kidman Springs and
. Torti 11 a, thi s win mean that funds have to be redi rected from pr.ograms such
as research.
In many areas where research is carried out, officers use
departmental vehicles and garage them at home. That, too, is subject to the
fringe benefi ts tax. ConsequentJy, there is 1ike ly to be a v~ry real .effect
on ~the research capabil ity of the Department of Primary Production. For that
reason, I hope that we will get the support of opposition members to ensure
that the federal government backs off.
Aboriginal Drinking Faci.lities in Alice Springs
Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
My question concerns the first stage of development of 'the proposed
Aboriginal drinking facilities in Alice Springs, and the proposal that ADC and
DAA will provide a total of $63 000 if the Northern Territory government
assists to t~e tune of $10 000 before the end of June. Is it true that, in
spite of the broad community support this project has received in Alice
Spri ngs and i nthe Turner Report, the mi ni ster has reneged on promi ses made, by
the former Chief Minister, Paul Everingham, and refused to put up his
department's share, thereby putting the whole project in jeopardy? Can he
attempt to justify that decision?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am in possession of a proposition calling for the Northern
Territory government to contribute some $10 000 to an assessment of the
feasibility of liquor outlets and clubs and a number of matters related to the

24

QUESTIONS - Thursday 19 June 1986
Tangentyere Council in' Alice Springs. 1 have not rejected.that application,
' /
nor have I acce ded to It.
q:
F'i

Fri nge Benef-; ts' Tax
Mr SMITH to TREASURER
On at least 2 occasions,either he or th~ Chief Minister has told this
Assembly that the federal government has agreed to review some aspects of the
fringe benefits tax in the Northern Territory. Could the Treasurer -provide
this Assembly with more information on the nature of the intended review and
the timetable that the federal government intends to follow?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the discussions which have taken place so far on the review of
the fringe benefits tax and its impact on the Northern Territory occurred over
a lunch table. The Chief Minister and myself were invited to sit down with
the Prime Minister and the Treasurer and, as a result of that lunch time
meeting, a number of issues were raised. In particular, I was asked by the'
Treasurer if I was sure that the $16m figure that I was using was correct. As
you would remember, the federal Treasurer's spokesman said it would be $5m. I
said that $16m was correct, and that it had\been confirmed by his Taxation
Office. As a result, he said that he would be prepared to have another ~ook
at the figures, and their impact on the Northern Territory.
In the Cabinet room, the Chief Minister brought the matter to the
attention of the Treasurer again. A motion had been put on the agenda by the
Premiers of Western Australia and New Sbuth Wales and the Chief Minister
mentioned to the Treasurer, ina more official capacity across the conference
table, that a number of terms of employment were imposed on the Northern
Territory under the Self-Government Act whi ch were now to become subject to
the fringe benefits tax. As, a result of that, and ensuing discussions
concerni ng remote al'eas in both Western Aus tra 1 i a and the Northern Terri tory,
a very strong case was put up by the Western Australian government and the
Chief Minister to the effect that pebple like the policemen at Borroloola or
Derby are not fat cats. _They are people who are called to break up drunken
brawls at 3 o'tlock in the morning, receive $20 000 a year, and drive
home-garaged Landcruisers so they can travel out to accidents in the middle of
the night. In many cases, such people live in demountables.
I can assure members that, if words are important, we received an
undertaking fro~ the Treasurer and th~ Prime Minister that they would consider
these remote areas. There were no terms of reference. We/were simply asked
to put a submission together and to forward that to the Treasurer. That
submission has been compiled and will be forwarded in the very, near future.
We must now await his response. If the member for Nhulunbuy or any other
opposition member would like to view that submission, I am quite prepared to
make it available to them on a confidential basis.
Traffic Lights at Stott Terrace Intersection
Mr POOLE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Whcit, progre~s hai been made on the installation of traffic lights at the
intersection of Stott Terrace and Todd Street,in Alice Springs?
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ANSWER
- Mr Speaker, I took note during the member's maiden speech last night of
the concerns of Al ice Springs residents. in regard to the installation of
traffic lights at that location. For the benefit of Central ian members, I
have obtained a full, up-to-date briefing from the department, which will. help
them to advise the people of Alice Springs about progress on that project.
A 6~~eek contract: to install traffic signals has been let to Aldridge
Traffic Systems of Melbourne for $49 025. Local subcontraCtors are being
. utilised to expedite the work. The contractor has submitted proposals and
obtained approval for its installation/proposal. The initial on-site works
will involve trenching and installation of cable ducting across the 4 arms of
the intersection. The work has been scheduled/during low traffic periods and
will be undertaken between midnight and 6 am commencing on 22 June and
finishing on 26 June~ Procurement of control and lighting equipment is
proceedin~ to meet the commissioning date of 18 July.
Interim measures have been taken to emphasise the need for caution on
approaching the intersection. The 'Give Way' signs in Todd Street have been
replaced with 'Stop' signs. This was done with the concurrence of the Alice
Spri ngs TO\~n Counci 1. In addi ti on, the word 'Stop' has been painted on the
pavement on the 4 traffic lanes of Todd Street approaching the intersection,
and the advance' warni ng 'Stop Si gns Ahead' has been i nsta 11 ed before the
intersection .. The no parking areas on the Todd .Street approaches have been
extended away from the intersection by appropriate signing and line and kerb
marking. The signs and markings will be maintained in good order until the
lights become ~perational.
.
This contract was to' have been let by 18 June but, because of the bad
accident mentioned by the member for Araluenl~st night, the Treasurer issued
a certificate of expediency to allow the early installation of the lights.
Under normal circumstances, the work would have been;' finished by late
September or early October. However, because of the accident, we were. able to
speed those processes up and, hopefully, work wi 11 be fi ni shed by the end of
.
.
July.
Dis~issal

of Mr David

Laugh~r

Mr BELL to DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER'
Is he aware of the circumstances of the dismissal of Mr David Laugher from
the Northern Territory Public Service?
ANSWER
No,. I am not.
Gold Tax
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
What has been the general thrust of the Northern Territory government's
submission to the gold tax inquiry?
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ANSWER
I had the opportunity yesterday to read some of the submissions from
around Australia on the gold tax report. I must say that the submissions from
companies to the federal government to have the gold tax removed have been'
quite good. I thank the honourable member. for Koolpinyah for the question
which is very topical and covers a very important sector of the Territory's
economy, the health of which is of bipartisan interest to this Assembly.

In its submission, the Northern Territory government opposed unequivocally
the additional tax as being detrimental to the Northern Territory economy as
well as being damaging to the wider Australian economy. The Commonwealth will
gain marginal revenue from the new tax but this in itself does not demonstrate
economic benefit to the Australian economy in real terms.
In contrast, the
Northern Territory submission demonstrates the damage this tax will cause to
the Territory's economy and its mining-oriented economic strategy. The
Territory's regional activity centres, particularly the gold mining towns of
Tennant Creek and Pine Creek, will be severely hit by the proposed tax and
this will cause consequential damage, t0 7the much~vaunted national objective of
northern development. This aspect has been further 'reinforced by the Dibb
Report on defence and the need to pay more than lip service to the aim of
northern development. ,The proposed tax woul d impact harshly and
retrospectively on mines which are currently committing 'capital resources to
development or which have done so recently. The tax would thus impose a
burden on 'entreprenerial initiative in the one 'sector of the mining industry
which is showing potential for growth.
'
The Northern Territory policy objective that mining meet its own
infrastructure costs in remote areas would also be undermined. The
Commonwealth has imposed huge revenue losses on the Territory through delays
and frustrations to the development of gold and uranium projects, and the new
tax is seen as a further iniquitous measure which will yield little revenue to
the Commonwealth but impose a large loss of development potenti.al on the
Territory. The extent of this impact was confirmed recently by academic
research which' indicated that just one mine like Ranger provided 390 jobs
directly on the mine and accounted for some 800 jobs in total in the Territory
through flow-on effects,. '
,
J

Given the high, prospectivity of the Alli,gator Rivers region for further
gold and uranium discoveries, the economic loss imposed on the Territory by
the Commonwealth denying a£cess for exploration and development is
in~alculable.
At the exploration level, it contrasts with the record ~nnual
expenditure level of around $30m or 60% of funds available in the Territory
for exploration. The submission points to the fa£t that the sum expended on
Aboriginal land has been, quoted as a paltry $2000. The submission is
extensive and detailed and I recommend it to the attention of honourable
members as the issue is entirely bipartisan.
Some of the other points highlighted in the 'submission indicate that
expenditure on gold exploration in the Territory, after rising rapidly to
record levels, is likely to fall by almost $5m a year, a 20% fall, if the tax
'is imposed. Capital investment in gold mining ~ will fall if the tax is
introduced. Gold production levels 'at 3 t in 1984, which are expected to
reach 6 t in 1986, ranking the' Northern Territory second only to Western
Australia in terms of new output, will be given a severe downward kick by the
tax. The los's in the Terri tory's gold production over the next 5 years or so
could lead to reduced potential exports of some $320mto $340m at a time Of
dire need for Australia to generate more exports. '
'
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Employment in gold mining in the Territory. estimated to exceed 1600
including some 700 indirect employment, will be reduced significantly below
its potential and expected growth without this extra tax burden. In summary.
the Northern· Territory submission points to the vital position that gold has
had and continues. to have in the Territory's development.
It is the
government's view that it would be far better to abort the proposed tax rather
than abort the exciting developments in the pipeline for the gold mining
industry in the Northern Territory.
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WRITTEN QUESTIONS - NOT ANSWERED BY 26 August 1986

19 August 1986
4.

Inquiry into Freight and Related Costs

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1. What action has been taken by the government on Part 1 of the
Report of the Inquiry into Freight and Related Costs which
was tabled on 1 March 1984?
2.

What further action ;s being considered?

3.

What action has been taken or is being considered in respect
of Part 2 of the report of that inquiry which was tabled on
30 August 1984?

7.

Gregory National Park - Lands Acquisition

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
1. What pieces of land have been acquired for the proposed
Gregory National Park?
2.

What was the price paid for each piece of land?

3.

How was the price for each piece of land determined?

8.

litchfield National Park - lands Acquisition

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
1. What pieces of land have been acquired for the proposed
Litchfield National Park?
2.

What was the price paid for each piece of land?

3.

How was the price for each piece of land determined?

10.

Darwin Institute of Technology - Staffing

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Has the government reached any redundancy agreement with staff
currently teaching in the Bachelor of Arts course at the Darwin
Institute of Technology or does the government propose to
negotiate such redundancy agreements; if so, what are the costs
of any such redundancy agreements made to date and projected
costs of further agreements expected to be made?
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6.

Will students pursuing Sociology as a major or minor stream
in the Bachelor of Arts degree at DIT be able to pursue
Sociology as a major or minor stream at the University
College; if not, what arrangements does the government
propose to accommodate those students wishing to pursue
Sociology at the University College?

14.

Court Proceedings - Northern Territory
Government

Mr B. COLLINS to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Since self-government, in what proceedings has the Northern
Territory government been involved before either the High Court
or the Federal Court?
Travelling Allowance - Member for Barkly

15.

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

What was the total amount of money claimed by and paid to the
member for Barkly in travelling allowances for the year
1982~83?

2.

In respect of that money, was the member for Barkly directed
to pay any amount back to consolidated revenue by the then
Chief Minister (the Hon P.A.E. Everingham) or the then
Treasurer (the Hon M.B. Perron); if so, what amount was paid
into consolidated revenue?

3.

Is there documentary evidence as to the amount of money which
the member for Barkly was directed to pay back; if so, will
the Chief Minister provide a copy of that evidence to the
Leader of the Opposition?

4.

Has the member for Barkly been required to pay back any
amount of travelling allowances claimed in similar
circumstances at any stage in subsequent years?

16.

Travelling Allowance Documentation
Member for 8arkly

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Are the following documents for the period 1 January 1980 to date
available:
(a) copies of all travelling allowance forms tendered by the
member for Barkly;
(b) copies of any debt notices
Barkly;

raised against the member for
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9.

Did the then Chief Minister take a trip to Singapore earlier
in the year; if so, did he fly direct from Darwin or via a
southern port?

10. Who was involved in the Northern Territory government
delegation and what was the cost of this trip?
18.

Credit Cards
Legislative Assembly Office-holders
and Public Servants

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
What were the individual total amounts paid by the Northern
Territory government for each American Express Corporate Credit
Card held by office-holding members of the Northern Territory
Legislative Assembly and senior public servants for the years
from 1980-81 to 1984-85 and for the first six months of the year
1985-86?
19.

Travelling Allowances 1983-84
Former Chief Minister

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
1. What was the financial breakdown which would fully account
for the $22 315 in travelling allowances paid to the member
for Barkly in the year 1983-84?
2.

20.

Is there any supporting documentation; if so, will the Chief
Minister provide a copy to the Leader of the Opposition?
Overseas Travelling Allowance
Member for Barkly

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Is the $300 shown to have been paid out to the member for Barkly
for travelling allowances for overseas trips in 1983-84 (provided
to the Leader of the Opposition in a recent answer to Written
Question No. 14 - see Question Paper No.8, dated 18 March 1986)
an accurate representation of the facts?
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Cost of Rangers at Yulara

24.

Mr EDE to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
1.

What is the estimated total cost of stationing the
Conservation Commission Rangers at Yulara for a full year?

2.

Is this total
government?

3.

How many Rangers are employed at Yulara?

4.

How much does the Northern Territory government payout in
rent on their behalf and to whom is the rent paid?

5.

What parks do they service?

26.

cost borne by

the

Northern

Territory

liquor
Revenue, Rehabilitation and Preventative Programs

Mr EDE to DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER
1. What annual income does the Liquor Commission of the Northern
Territory generate?
2.

27.

How much does the Northern Territory government spend on:
(a)

rehabilitation programs for alcoholics;

and

(b)

preventative programs in relation to alcohol use?
Aboriginal Community Funding

Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1. What amounts were provided for Town Management Public
Utilities (TMPU) funding of each Aboriginal community for
1984-85?
2. What amounts were specifically allocated for fuel costs for
electricity generation on each Aboriginal community for
1984-85?
3. What amounts were provided for TMPU funding to each community
for 1985-86?
4. How much have the amounts of the allocations in 3 above been
reduced pursuant to the new policy of 'user pays' for
essential services?
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19 August 1986
1.

Tourist Commission - Financial Statements
1984-85

Mr SMITH to TREASURER
Did the Treasurer approve an extension of time, under
section 68(1) of the Financial Administration and Audit Act, for
the Northern Territory Tourist Commission to prepare a submission
to the minister on its financial statements for the year 1984-85;
if so (a) how many extensions did the Treasurer approve;
(b) what was the length of time of each extension; and
(c) what were the reasons for approving each extension?
ANSWER
No.
(a) None.
(b) Not applicable.
(c) Not applicable.
2.

Tourist Commission - Financial Statements
1983-84

Mr SMITH to TREASURERDid the Treasurer approve an extension of time, under
section 68(1) of the Financial Administration and Audit Act, for
the Northern Territory Tourist Commission to prepare a submission
to the minister on its financial statements for the year 1983-84;
if so (a) how many extensions did the Treasurer approve;
(b) what was the length of time of each extension; and
(c) what were the reasons for approving each extension?
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Beaufort Hotel - Government Rented Space

5.

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
1.

How much space is the government renting
Hotel complex?

2.

At what rate, or rates, is this space rented?

3.

On what basis are the payments for the rented space arranged?

4.

How much money has the government paid so far in:
(a)

rental;

(b)

fitting out expenses

in the Beaufort

and

for this space?
ANSWER
1.

2,116.6m2 over levels 5, 6, 7 and 8.

2.

Rental Rate - $150m 2 per annum - i.e. $317 490 per annum.
Lease Term - Five years plus five years option.
Lessee Outgoing - telephones, cleaning, tenancy power
(excluding air-conditioning power), proportionate increases
in rates and taxes.
Lessor responsible for all other outgoings.
Rent Reviews - every two years at market value.

3. The draft memorandum of Lease provides for the lease rental
to be paid monthly in advance.
4.

(i)

Under agreement with BRI the government has paid
$1 600 000 being five years' rental in advance. This
amount will be fixed for the term of the first lease,
and represents a considerable saving to government.

(ii) No funds have been expended yet. The costs will be
incurred in a contract for $173 610 with Wasco
Installations for supply and installation of fixed and
moveable partitions and approximately $70 000 for
electrical, telephone and data services to the office
space
and
minor
adjustments
to
lighting,
air-conditioning and fire detection systems.
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8.

The applicant offering the second highest nett present value
was selected.
The highest nett present value is not the sole selection
criteria. One party of a Joint Venture, which offered a
higher nett present value purchase price, has established a
record of poor performance and tardy payment of accounts and
wages. This record raised doubts as to the Joint Venture's
ability to meet the government's targets, and its suitability
as a major participant in the development of Katherine during
a period of intense activity.
Palmerston Corporation

9.

Mr SMITH to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
1.

Has the Companies Office been involved in any investigation
of the activities of former directors of the Palmerston
Corporation, particularly in relation to share and premium
calls and insolvency trading?

2.

Does the government have any plans to consider action against
former directors of the Palmerston Corporation on these
matters under the terms of the Companies Code?

ANSWER
1. The Corporate Affairs Office (formerly the Companies Office)
has been involved in such an investigation, but not in
relation to share and premium calls as these do not involve
possible offences under the Companies Act. The investigation
into whether the company was trading while insolvent is
continuing.
2. Whether or not action will be taken against former directors
of Palmerston Corporation Limited pursuant to the Companies
Act depends on sufficient evidence being found to support
such proceedings.
25.

Nuclear Conflict - Central Australia

Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
1. Does the Federal government acknowledge that in the event of
a superpower conflict there would be a specific risk of
attack on the joint facilities such as Pine Gap?
2. Did the Dibb Report recommend that a comprehensive survey of
towns like Alice Springs should be undertaken with a view to
developing contingency civil defence plans to be utilised in
the event of a nuclear conflict?

41

ANSWERS TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS

'One of the major concerns of Australians is the
prospect that the joint facilities may be nuclear
targets in the event of a nuclear conflict.'
During the same speech Mr Hayden emphasised the importance of
those joint facilities including Pine Gap:
'There will be no arms control agreement between the
superpowers unless each side is reasonably confident the
other cannot cheat on that agreement. That is a fact of
life. Both superpowers are deeply suspicious of each
other. Both insist on effective monitoring and
verification of any treaty on arms control into which
they enter. To this point neither has been able to
agree on full on-site inspection of arms control
agreements between them. The only way therefore in
which 'those agreements can be verified is by what is
termed National Technical Means of Verification. it is
highly unlikely that some major arms control agreements
between the superpowers would have been concluded if
there had been no Pine Gap or Nurrungar. If we were to
abolish Pine Gap and Nurrungar, we would be seriously
damaging the prospect of agreements on the limitations
of nuclear arms between the superpowers. Once again we
would have achieved exactly the opposite of what we
would have set out to achieve.'
2.

Mr Paul Dibb in his Review of Australia's Defence
Capabilities makes the following statement relating to civil
defence policy implications.
'While accepting the general unlikelihood of nuclear
conflict, this Review judges that a comprehensive survey
of the towns of Exmouth, Woomera and Alice Springs
should be undertaken with a view of developing
contingency civil defence plans for those centres.'
With regard to who should take the initiative in developing
civil defence plans Mr Dibb states:
'The Commonwealth should take the initiative in this
planning, although relevant state authorities should be
fully involved. While the principle that civil defence
should be a state responsibility is generally sound,
that principle was accepted before the joint facilities
became operational. The Commonwealth is responsible for
their establishment in Australia, and it has direct
access to the intelligence expertise necessary for
judgments about measures such as evacuation. A
Commonwealth lead in this matter would be an appropriate
response to the special nature of the risks associated
with the presence of the joint facilities, and would
provide a training model for state authorities should
future circumstances require a greater civil defence
effort'.
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identifies
functional
requirements
and
allocates
responsibilities to specific organisations. The overlap with
the capacities required for natural disasters which are
addressed in the plan and civil defence requirements would be
considerable. The plan therefore contributes significantly
to any civil defence operation.
The Commonwealth government has recently indicated that some
action is being taken to provide state/Territory governments
with civil defence policy so urgently required.
6.

The Northern Territory Emergency Service does possess a range
of radiation monitoring equipment which was provided by the
Commonwealth government in the late 1960s.
Because of the requirement for frequent calibration of the
equipment, ·the Northern Territory, along with most other
states, has accepted the offer by the Commonwealth to have
the equipment stored and maintained at the Army Ordinance
Depot at Bandiana, Victoria. Only a small quantity of the
equipment is held in Darwin for training purposes.
The equipment is long overdue for replacement and the
Commonwealth government is currently evaluating updated
equipment for issue to states and Territories.
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Australian Economy
Mr POOLE to CHIEF MINISTER
What were the circumstances that led the Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, to
refer to the Australian economy over the weekend as being like the crisis of
war?
ANSWER
The statement made by the Prime Minister over the weekend that the
Australian economy was in a state of crisis equivalent to war, paralleled that
of the Treasurer, who said that if something was not done to counter it,
Australia was headed towards becoming a banana republic. As recently as June
this year, the Prime Minister and the federal Treasurer were making comments
about how well the economy was going.
Eventually the circumstances of
economic reality penetrated the minds even of the federal government,
following the collapse of the Australian dollar, the blossoming of the foreign
debt, the blow-out in the deficit, increasing unemployment and rising
inflation. In fact, all the indicators pointed to a major recession hitting
Australia.
Perhaps I could refer to a few of the events that occurred in the last
3 years and led us to this state. GDP growth was negative for the last
quarter. Since Labor came to power, the Australian dollar has declined 26% on
the trade weighted index, 25% against the US dollar and 46% against the
Japanese yen.
I might say that in late 1984 and early 1985, the federal
Treasurer quoted the strength of the Australian dollar as a measure of the
economic performance of the federal government.
If he talks about the
strength of the dollar being a measure of the government's economic
performance, then its weakness must be also.
Mr Speaker, I do not intend to quote endless statistics, but let me say
that what has led to the state of our economy boils down to one fundamental
thing: the fairy tale that the Australian public was sold by the Labor Party
in February and March 1983. At that time, the economy was not in good shape;
no one could deny that. No one could say that the Fraser government had the
economy in good shape at that time. The parties went to the election saying
that we had to make some hard decisions because Australia was living beyond
its means.
Under the current Prime Minister, Labor sold a dream to the Australian
people. It said that it had a magical cure. It said that it could reduce
unemployment and inflation whilst maintaining the standard of living. The
facts of life were that even a miniscule understanding of economics indicated
that it was not even mathematically logical to argue that case. I do not take
much pleasure in standing here now and saying that, in February 1983, I made
these comments and continued to make them throughout 1983 and 1984.
I took
the jibes of the opposition members when I continued to stand up and say the
economic accord and the policies of the federal government were disastrous for
this country because they would create the sort of economic environment we
have now.
In 1984, the shadow treasurer was saying what a wonderful economic policy
the federal government was following. The Leader of the Opposition was making
the same sorts of comments and jibing at anyone who criticised that wonderful
economic policy. They have done Australia a grave disservice because they
have been forcing it to live on credit. If you live on credit, eventually
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, without going into great detail, I will quote a few simple
statistics. In answer to a previous question I mentioned that in the last
quarter GOP growth in Australia was negative. Since Labor came to power, the
dollar has declined by 26% on the trade-weighted index, 25% against the US
dollar and 46% against the Japanese yen. Mr Speaker, as you and every
Australian knows, that collapse has been most apparent over the last 3 months
with a catastrophic decline in the value of the Australian dollar, as the full
impact of massive international deficits, which are increasing in the order of
$1400m per month, starts to bite into the international money markets. The
unofficial propping up of the dollar by the Reserve Bank, and other
manipulations. are not even strong enough to maintain the dollar because of
the damage that has been done.
In terms of trade, Australia's export rating has dropped from 14th to
23rd, since Labor came in. Australia's terms of trade have deteriorated
by 56% since 1953-54 and, since March 1983, they have deteriorated by 15%.
Australia's foreign debt is rapidly approaching $90 OOOm. It is anticipated
that it will be in the order of $100 OOOm by the end of this financial year.
It has doubled since Labor came to power. It was $33 OOOm in March 1983 and
$56 700m in June 1986.
Whilst incurring that international debt, the federal government spent
$1000m in foreign aid last year. Last year, $1000m was spent on foreign aid
while we accumulated some $14 OOOm in international debt. The federal
government needs to realise that we are becoming a third world country because
of its policies; soon we will have to apply for international aid instead of
giving it. Much of this economic difficulty has been created by federal
government expenditure.
Government expenditure has
increased
by
4.8% per annum since Labor came to power. In 1985-86, government expenditure
was $879m above the budget estimate. That is a quote from Messrs Walsh and
Keating from 25 July 1986. The current account shortfall, a trade deficit,
topped $14 OOOm for the 1985-86 financial year; a record high, and well over
Keating's budget prediction of $10 700m. That figure exceeded by one-third
the deficit for the previous year. It is the equivalent of 6.1% of the
monetary value of Australia's GOP. This is the largest proportion for more
than 30 years, Mr Speaker. Per capita of population, it is the biggest
current account deficit in the industrial world and, in absolute dollar terms,
it is exceeded only by the United States.
Mr Ede:

Boring!

Mr HATTON:
and ••.

It is the highest current account deficit of all

24 countries

Members interjecting.
Mr SPEAKER:

Order!

The honourable Chief Minister will resume his seat.

Constant interjections are distracting to members who want to hear the
answers to questions. I would remind honourable members also that this
particular section is broadcast, and it is my belief that members of the
general public would also like to hear the questions and the minister's
replies. Out of respect to the members in the Assembly and the general
public, I ask that interjections be kept to a bare minimum and that there be
no running commentary.
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, we recognise quite well that Northern Territory people are
more than interested in all of these issues. Certainly ...
Mr B. Collins:

You are not going to tell us, are you?

Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, we recognise quite well that the Northern
Territory community is more than interested in all of these issues and,
certainly, we recognise the need to advise the Northern Territory community of
what is happening.
I have no intention of avoiding the issue. On many
occasions, the government has tried to get a fundamental point through the
thick heads of the opposition members. The effort was being made long before
I was in the Assembly. I have read debates in which previous ministers and
Chief Ministers tried very hard to assist the gentlemen opposite to come to
grips with the fact that, when a commercial negotiation is under way, or the
conclusion of an arrangement is close, it is inappropriate to debate the pros
and cons or the likely outcome of such negotiations. As soon as these matters
are resolved and we can tell the community with authority what is happening,
we will do that.
AUSSAT Facility for Borroloola
Mr EDE to MINISTER for BUSINESS, TECHNOLOGY and COMMUNICATIONS
I refer to the minister's numerous statements about the communication
facilities AUSSAT is providing, free of charge to the government, for
installation at Borroloola. What is entailed in those facilities? Will they
be retained after the 6-month free trial period? If so, at what cost, and who
will bear that cost?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, communications generally in the Northern Territory are at a
very exciting stage. However, the offer from AUSSAT to Borroloola, which has
been written about in the popular press with a fair degree of journalistic
licence, was received by myself only 2 days ago and is a result of discussions
that I had recently with AUSSAT in Sydney. Effectively, AUSSAT has offered
the Northern Territory government the use of a communication system that will
allow voice contact between a major community, such as Borroloola, and a major
government PABX system. The offer received from AUSSAT includes various
options for extending that service beyond the 6-month trial period.
All of these issues are relevant to a very important aspect of the
Northern Territory's development. A select committee travelled far and wide
throughout the Northern Territory investigating communications requirements.
We have held discussions with Telecom on the possibilities of using a hybrid
system integrated with its DRCS system. We have had discussions with the
Department of Communications in Canberra with regard to the difficulties the
Territory has in establishing a hybrid system within the Communications Act
and the policy of the Department of Communications.
Suffice to say that technology changes every day and no one would be more
aware of that fact than the member for Stuart.
I am in the process of
compiling the latest information on technology, and the latest offers from
AUSSAT for presentation to Cabinet. When I have presented all the options to
Cabinet, I will announce the outcome of those discussions to the people of the
Northern Territory, and I shall write directly to the member for Stuart.
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should be proud of the achievements of the opposition.
It will not even
recognise that the federal government is finished and that it has sold
Australia out. Some people in Papua New Guinea are seriously considering
coming down to Australia to do their weekend shopping because the price of the
Australian dollar is so low now that it would be economical for them to do
that. Of course, we have had a few imports from New Guinea over the years,
including the member for Stuart himself. Perhaps it is a conspiracy, as I
have often said in this Assembly.
In short, I believe that the Northern Territory economy is really at the
beginning and not at the end like that of the rest of Australia, which is
crumpling under the burden of social welfare payments and subsidies to
industries which long ago ceased to be efficient or effective in terms of
international trade. The Northern Territory is set to project itself as an
example to the rest of Australia. The Territory will show what can be done,
if the federal government will get off its back.
Economic Growth in the Territory
Mr SETTER to CHIEF MINISTER
In view of the appalling economic crlS1S created by the federal
government's policies, what will the Territory government do to sustain
economic growth in the Territory?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Treasurer has outlined the intrinsic strength of the
Northern Territory economy due to the sound economic policies of successive
CLP governments. This government Ras a proud record of growth which is
significantly above the national average, and it has continuously maintained a
balanced budget, something envied by all other governments in Australia.
Because of its intrinsic strength, our economy will prosper, but that will
not happen by itself. We must respond to the challenges of increasing
interest rates, inflation, and the decreased value of the Australian dollar.
The Territory government has already responded with significant initiatives to
reorganise and redirect the focus of government.
When we announced our
intention to do this, there was some derisive comment from the opposition.
Mr Speaker, I ask you to recognise one fundamental point. When an economy
is bad and a market is shrinking, either you can choose to contract, hold onto
your place and try to survive the recession, or you can become proactive by
endeavouring to obtain a larger share of the market. We can do that in the
Northern Territory. We can get a larger share of the Australian market, and
we can profit by our unique geographical advantage in being on the doorstep of
South-east Asia, which is still the fastest growing economic zone in the
world. We will not achieve this by sitting in Darwin. We must go out and
market strongly. We must organise government to minimise red tape and
restrictions on business.
We must work to develop proper incentives and
promotions to encourage further expansion and development of industries. This
will ensure that our potential is realised.
Our government has created departments for all 5 key economic areas of the
Northern Territory.
Each has primary responsibility for promoting the
expansion and development of that particular sector of our economy. First,
there is primary production. Next, there is secondary and tertiary industry,
oversighted by my colleague, the Minister for Business, Technology and
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would be incurred in order to develop it so that it could be built upon.
Secondly, several trees in that area have been listed as sacred coolibahs.
There are 130 or 140 coolibah trees in that area.
The information I have given to the member in the past is the same today.
I will be establishing a working party to look at the issues that I have
mentioned this morning. That working party will comprise members of the
Departments of Health, Housing, Lands, and Treasury, and its membership will
be drawn from Alice Springs. I ask the member for Sadadeen to look into the
question of whether aged people wish to be situated in a village-type
development as compared with integration with the general community.
I look forward to hearing comments from that group. The government is
examining the proposal. When I receive information, I will be able to inform
the member for Sadadeen about which direction the government will take.
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double-digit unemployment this year.
unravel from the budget figures.

This estimate is based on what we could

The government's estimates on economic growth are overly optimistic at
2.25%, particularly in the light of figures for the last 3 quarters, including
the first quarter of this year, of nil or negative growth. The government
says there will be a 2.25% growth in GOP this year. Nobody believes that
figure except the federal government.
Mr Ede:

You are a knocker.

Mr HATTON: The member for Stuart thinks I am knocking. Well, Australia
is in real trouble. We have had a parody of discussions about prices in war
economies, and so on. But what does the government produce? It produces a
load of nonsense to put before the Australian people. It says it will cut
$500m from welfare payments. How? By being more diligent in policing welfare
payments. Governments have been saying that for 20 years, and have been
unsuccessful for 20 years! I hope the government can do that, but there is no
reason to believe that it will be able to.
I hope the government achieves a $3500m deficit but, more importantly, I
believe all Australian wage and salary earners, and that includes members of
this Assembly, should say to themselves: 'Australia cannot afford increases
in our wages or conditions of employment for the next 12 months, at least.'
We should fight against any wage increases, in the interests of Australia.
The people of Australia need to do it if their leaders in the federal
government and the trade union movement will not accept the fundamental logic
that we are pricing ourselves out and trying to live beyond our means.
We
must hold down the cost of production in order to give industry a chance to
create the jobs that are needed in this country rather than simply feeding
into a leisure-led recovery.
Payments to Public Servant
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
Can he inform the Assembly and the taxpayers of the Northern Territory how
much it cost to backdate the appointment of Keith William Ward to the public
service so that he would receive 5 years' benefits for not working?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, members will be aware that at the weekend there was advice
that the Public Service Commissioner, exercising his responsibilities under
the Public Service Act as an independent Public Service Commissioner, took a
decision in March 1986 to employ Keith Ward and to deem that employment to be
retrospective from 1981.
I think the date given was 14 March 1981.
Obviously, that raised a number of issues, and there were allegations of a
cost of some $50 000 to the Northern Territory taxpayer. I was as surprised
and concerned as were other citizens of the Northern Territory about that
figure and have asked for a detailed report from the Public Service
Commissioner. On Monday I received a preliminary report from the Public
Service Commissioner which, quite frankly, posed more questions than it
answered. I have asked for far more detailed information.
As to the actual costs, I am advised that there was a payment to Mr Ward
of some $14 000. I do not have the exact figures but there were payments for
annual leave entitlements accrued as a consequence of the determination made
by the Public Service Commissioner.
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Redevelopment of Tennant Creek Airport
Mr TUXWORTH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
What
budget of
airstrip,
adequate,
Creek are

are the implications of the allocation announced in last night's
some $1m for the redevelopment of the Tennant Creek Airport and
and can he give me an undertaking that that redevelopment will be
sufficient and timely to ensure that F28 air services to Tennant
not interrupted during this year?

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the announcement in the budget last night did not give me much
cause for joy in regard to the Tennant Creek Airport. Members will be aware
that over the last 3 weeks pavement failure has occurred at the Tennant Creek
Airport, and that that inspired a cartoon recently in the Northern Territory
News. More importantly, the announcement that the federal government will
only upgrade the pavement at the airport will create some problems as far as
F28 services are concerned.
Recently, a meeting was held between the Tennant Creek Town Council, the
member for Barkly, myself. and the federal minister, Peter Morris. At that
time, we told him that Ansett, which operates the regional airline service,
wants to maintain the F28 service in and out of Tennant Creek as part of that
regional network system. Mr Morris indicated at that time that he only had
$31m to look after all airports and it would be almost impossible to justify
the expenditure of some $4.7m to enable the continuation of an F28 service in
and out of that region. He intimated to us that we would be far better off if
we were to use smaller aircraft, commuter-type aircraft. We asked him what
kind, but he could not tell us.
Nevertheless, he said that he would be
pleased to receive a further report from the Northern Territory government and
the Tennant Creek Town Council. That report was finalised, and wai forwarded
to Mr Morris on 15 August. Apparently, in the framing of his budget and
allocation of funds for the upgrading of that facility, that report and its
recommendations were not taken into consideration by the federal minister. We
cannot condone his attitude that the Tennant Creek area should be maintained
by commuter services. The only thing I can say to the member for Barkly is
that we will use our best endeavours to ensure that F28 services are used in
and out of Tennant Creek.
Payments to Public Servant
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
Is he aware that, in 1982, Keith William Ward was paid full recreation and
long service entitlements together with superannuation benefits for his period
of employment with the Australian Public Service Association for the period
1 July 1981 to 25 August 1982 and that this period of employment occurred
after the date of retrospective employment of Mr Ward this year with the
Northern Territory Public Service? Is he aware that, as a result, Mr Ward
received for that period a double recreation entitlement of 12 weeks for
1 financial year, double long service leave and double superannuation credits?
What does the Chief Minister intend to do about this situation?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I was not aware of the benefits received by Mr Ward. In the
report I received on Monday, I was advised that those details were in the
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government, so we can allow private enterprise to develop a new terminal which
could be in use within 2 years. The federal minister procrastinates, and says
that Territorians, government and opposition politicians included, are all
part of a cargo cult. A cargo cult! He says that the demonstration at the
Beaufort Hotel was disgusting, absolutely disgusting.
I told him that I
believed it showed the general feeling of the community. It was attended by
members from both sides of the Assembly.
I told him some of his Labor
colleagues were present. He did not acknowledge that the Leader of the
Opposition and Mr Reeves were there, together with several others.
The Commonwealth does not want to spend any money on the Darwin Airport.
We could save the money if it would give us the land it started to develop on
the northern side. We will facilitate private enterprise; we will not even
use Northern Territory government money. We have people writing to the Chief
Minister, almost on a weekly basis, with requests to build a private airport.
But Mr Morris is saying: 'No you cannot do that because really it is a
defence area'.
Let us look down the road, at what could happen in 20 years' time. We may
have to move out of the Darwin Airport because of expanding defence
requirements. Maybe we should start looking very closely in the next 6 to
12 months, to see if we can identify a small portion of land that could be
used for an international airport. I am not saying that we should do that,
but unless there is a change of government - and let us hope that at the next
federal elections there will be - Northern Territory people and international
travellers are going to suffer.
Breeding Native Birds
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
Because of my personal interest in wildlife conservation and the interests
of certain farmers and pastoralists, I am aware of a suggestion for a program
to catch native birds and breed them in captivity, put forward to the minister
by one of my constituents. Can he advise what the Conservation Commission is
doing to implement a sensible program of conservation through catching native
birds and breeding them in captivity?
ANSWER
The problem of the capture of native species for sale or trade has been of
concern to conservation ministers and people involved in the trade for a long
time. Honourable members are very well aware of the problems associated with
the proposed uses of crocodiles in the Northern Territory and the lengthy and
costly program of preparing a case for farming them. That is a problem that
will probably be with us for some time.
With regard to the capture of native species of birds in particular, the
Northern Territory has a range of pest species such as cockatoos. These are
causing considerable trouble. Mr Speaker, you have given me a significant
ear-bashing over the last few months in relation to cockatoos damaging the
ovals in Alice Springs. There is a lot of pressure from people to be able to
capture those birds and sell them on the Australian and international markets
rather than finding ways of destroying them to keep them off those ovals. We
have a number of pest species in the grain-producing areas and there is a need
to control their numbers. Currently, people can obtain a licence to destroy
those birds but they cannot get a licence to take the birds live for trade.
That seems to be an anomaly that we should be addressing.
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The Public Service Commissioner took this particular decision in his own
right, in March this year. As a matter of principle, I do not agree with
retrospective employment of any person. As to whether it has occurred before,
I am not aware of any previous such incident. However, I am advised by one of
my government members that it happens regularly. If it does, I would like to
know a great deal more about it. My understanding from the Public Service
Commissioner is that it is not a regular occurrence for a person to take up
employment and then to have the commencement date backdated so as to cause a
benefit to that person by way of accruals. It would seem to be inappropriate.
I must say that in the case of Mr Ward there are also a number of
questions surrounding the circumstances of the termination of his employment
with NTEC in 1981. We are seeking to obtain details, because they could
impact on the current situation.
In defence of the Public Service
Commissioner, it was his view that an injustice had been done to Mr Ward in
1981, when Mr Ward found his employment with NTEC terminated as a consequence
of his decision to form and take up work with the Northern Territory Public
Service Association. At that time, Mr Ward was treated differently to all
other union officials in permanent employment with the public service, who are
deemed to be on leave without pay when employed by their union.
I refer to
full-time officials of the ACOA by way of example. They receive the
leave-without-pay provisions, as Mr Ward is doing now, and they would accrue
public service benefits other than those received through the union movement.
That is my advice from the Public Service Commissioner.
Katherine Fire Station Manning Levels
Mr STEELE to CHIEF MINISTER
Why have manning levels been reduced at the Katherine Fire Station?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, there have been approaches to and negotiations with the union
representing the fire services throughout the Northern Territory. Part of
those negotiations concerned a change in the operation of the system for the
provision of fire services in the smaller towns, including Katherine.
Basically, rather than having a large, manned station, more emphasis will
be placed on the volunteer fire services in Katherine and Tennant Creek. A
number of technological changes have enabled efficient and effective provision
of fire services with minimal manning of the fire station by permanent fire
officers, and more extensive use of volunteer firemen. These matters are part
of a total package of negotiations with the trade union and have been accepted
by the fire services as appropriate and reasonable. Apart from the improved
communication technology, the basic system of operation at Katherine will be
almost identical with the system that has been operating successfully in the
township of Nhulunbuy.
Payment to Darwin Businessman
Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
Can he confirm that during his time as Minister for Ports and Fisheries,
the Northern Territory government paid Darwin businessman, Mr Roger Rooney, a
substantial sum of money to vacate his lease of the East Arm wharf and, if so,
can he advise how much was paid and when?
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one place in Australia where people who want to develop our resources can come
to live.
Effect of Increased Fuel Costs
Mr D.W. COLLINS to TREASURER
What are the implications for the Territory economy of a 3¢ a litre rise
in the cost of petrol and diesel?
ANSWER
Some time ago, I was interviewed by a reporter from the Northern Territory
News and he asked me what were my gravest concerns about the federal budget.
He wrote that my gravest concerns related to fuel because the Northern
Territory is about fuel. The Territory is reliant on fuel to a degree that is
not witnessed anywhere else in Australia. The Minister for Tourism spoke
yesterday about attracting the tourist who travels in his own vehicle. The
Leader of the Opposition supported him and said that he believed that was the
way to go. At a time when world oil prices are falling, the Australian
motorist is expected to pay more. The leader of the National Party has
calculated that we could drop the price of fuel by 23¢ and the country could
begin to develop again.
Mr Ede:

Oil exploration.

Mr COULTER: There is no oil exploration; everybody has shut up shop.
This is the budget that will get everything going again. I guess if we add
3¢ a litre to the price of it, everything will happen again as the member for
Stuart suggests. Oil companies will become rich. Oil companies will not
receive anything from this increase. It will be used to fuel the social
welfare programs of the Australian Labor Party. That is where this fuel money
will go and we have seen it happen before.
The Australian Labor Party added 0.5¢ a litre to finance the Australian
Bicentennial Roads Program, and by that means charged prawn trawlers for road
tax. That is the type of logic demonstrated by the Australian Labor Party.
This increase will have a disastrous effect on the Northern Territory. Look
at the cost to Aboriginal communities; the cost of supplying distillates.
$6.7m a year is spent to supply fuel to Aboriginal communities, of which they
have to contribute about $lm. It is a token gesture. We all remember how the
honourable members opposite jumped up and said 'shame' that we even dared try
to recover $lm from that $6.7m. It will not take them long to work out what
an extra 3¢ a litre will amount to for the supply of fuel to Aboriginal
communities alone. Next to the reduction in the NTEC subsidy, that will
produce one of the most disastrous effects the Northern Territory economy has
suffered for some time.
Private Hospital Bed Subsidy
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for HEALTH
In last night's federal budget it was announced that the private hospital
bed day subsidy will be cancelled. Given that the Darwin private hospital
development is to begin soon, what effect will that cancellation have?
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Mr Speaker, I will tell you a little story relevant to this question about
Kakadu National Park. It is plainly ridiculous and offers clear evidence of
the discriminatory nature of budgetary measures levelled against the Northern
Territory, as well as other measures. In Canberra there lives a fellow by the
name of Professor Ovington. As we all know, he manages the ANPWS, the
Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service
Mr Palmer:
Mr HANRAHAN:

He mismanages the ANPWS.
The member for Leanyer is quite correct - mismanages.

I would like to say very clearly at the outset that the Northern Territory
has fought for control of Kakadu National Park and Uluru, so that
Territorians, Australians and international visitors, may reap the full
benefits of these natural wonders. Unfortunately, we constantly run up
against Professor Ovington, the ANPWS and the federal government. In the
Draft Plan of Management for Kakadu, something unheard of anywhere else in
Australia, there is mention of a specific restriction and I find it almost
unbelievable. It suggests a possible lowest permitted altitude of 4000 feet
for anyone flying over Kakadu National Park for the purpose of absorbing the
scenic glory of one of the world's greatest natural wonders.
It is almost
absurd to suggest that anybody
Mr Dondas:

It is illegal.

Mr HANRAHAN:
am aware that it is illegal, but this is the work of
Professor Ovington in the interests of tourism and park management in the
Northern Territory.
Bob McDonald of Kakadu Air Services, based in Jabiru, started a service of
scenic flights over Kakadu some several years ago with 1 single-engined
aircraft. He has developed his market, has 4 aircraft operating over Kakadu
at the moment and plans to go into the purchase and possible leasing of a
helicopter, for services marketed worldwide by the Northern Territory Tourist
Commission. It is a very successful service. Now Professor Ovington suggests
in the Draft Plan of Management that 4000 feet be the minimum height from
which Kakadu can be viewed from the air. At that height not much detail is
visible.
It is equally ludicrous to suggest that flying at the height of 500
feet, permitted by the Department of Aviation, will be particularly upsetting
to the flora and fauna that exist in Kakadu National Park.
If
Professor Ovington gets his way, there will be a marked increase in sales of
telescopic lenses.
However, there is some hope on the horizon. The Department of Aviation
designates the limit of height at which flights may travel over any of
Australia's land mass. I am hoping that common sense will prevail, and this
ridiculous item, this proposed height restriction for scenic flights over
Kakadu National Park, will receive the attention that we are likely to suggest
it deserves.
In closing, I make one simple point; the point I started out with.
Evidence of this particular restriction is only the tip of the iceberg.
Actually, the Territory has been suffering ad nauseam from the discretionary
decisions of the federal government and its arms, such as the ANPWS. Members
opposite belong to the Australian Labor Party. As such, by decree, they must
support the policies of the federal Labor Party. We have seen that occur with
uranium, and with national parks. The member for MacDonnell need not worry.
He is over the hill as far as I am concerned. On the other hand, the Country
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Assembly about mlnlng activities. That is the good news and we will see
whether he returns or not. I am sure the electors will make sure that he does
not return at the next election.
The yellowcake from Nabarlek will now be sold. The federal government was
one of the largest stockpilers of yellowcake in the world, which is not bad
considering that the Labor Party's policy is to phase out uranium mining. The
government said it would not sell uranium to France. The only damage that was
done to France was that most of its company directors had to be taken to
hospital for hernia problems as a result of laughing because the spot price
for uranium at the time was $16 and they had contracted to buy it at $36.
However, it seems that reason has prevailed and the federal government will
now sell yellowcake.
I believe this is a step in the right direction. We all know that there
are billions of dollars locked up in uranium mines in the Northern Territory.
I hope that the step in the right direction continues. The Senate Inquiry
into Mining in National Parks reconvened in Sydney last week and looks like
bringing down a decision in November. I hope its support is forthcoming and
we can get on with the development of magnificent mining developments, such as
Jabiluka, which could return $15 OOOm worth of wealth back to Australia.
Quite clearly, the ban of sales to France did not work. The sales that will
occur as a result of the federal government selling the yellowcake which it
has purchased may allow us to get on with uranium mining in the Northern
Territory. That was the good news in last night's budget.
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$87.50 to $104 per annum for 1 vehicle only. Many pensioners will be pleased
to learn that the biennial 50% return air fare, assessed on the value of the
return fare to Adelaide and currently usable for travel within Australia, can
now - on establishment of family bona fides - be used for overseas travel.
Aged war service pensioners are eligible for this benefit which can, of
course, be converted to cover interstate road travel.
Once again, the Northern Territory government is leading Australia in its
attitude towards pensioners and aged people. We acknowledge the need to
ensure that the 3 tiers of the family unit are firmly in place in the Northern
Territory, and I believe my announcement yesterday shows our commitment to
maintaining that policy.
Pensioner Concession Scheme
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Can he guarantee that pensioners who have lived in high-rate areas in the
inner city for the last 20 or 30 years will not be forced out of their present
houses by the increase in rates indicated in his announcement? To put it
another way, can he guarantee that these long-term citizens of Darwin will not
have to pay extra rates as a result of the change in government policy?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as the Leader of the Opposition would well know, I cannot give
any undertakings on behalf of local government, and I do not intend to.
Mr Smith: Are you passing the buck?
Mr DALE: Of course I am passing the buck on to local government and that
should be well and truly kept in mind in everything that I am going to say.
Mr Manzie:
Mr Smith:

Why don't you get your Prime Minister to do something?
You are going to lose a few votes.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney-General and the Leader of the Opposition
will cease their interjections. The Minister for Community Development will
be heard in silence.
Mr DALE:
If the Leader of the Opposition had been listening to a number
of things that I have said over the last few days of these sittings, he would
have heard me say loudly and clearly that I place considerable responsibility
fairly and squarely on the shoulders of local and community government bodies
to manage those areas under their control. There is provision in the Local
Government Act for sporting bodies or any other organisations to apply to the
councils for waivers.
I believe that the concessions that we have put in
place are the best in Australia. There is no way that we can co~er every
contingency in a scheme such as this. I believe that the scheme gets to the
heart of providing the best possible concessions for the aged people in the
Northern Territory. Where there are cases of hardship because of the scheme,
L expect the local government bodies to take the appropriate action to
alleviate that pressure.
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sensible attitude of governments in relation to spending taxpayers' dollars.
It appears that $20m to $25m is to be used to run a so-called commercial
television station for a minority of people, some 20% of our community, when
it has been presented to the tribunal that, in fact, there are a number of
commercial organisations that could do the job at no cost to the taxpayer.
Grant of TV Licence to Imparja
Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
Can he confirm the accuracy of a statement attributed to him in the Sunday
Territorian that: 'It is nothing less than inexcusable that people outside the
Darwin area should be forced to receive Aboriginal television'?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I cannot recall the exact wording, but that is certainly the
essence of a statement that I made.
Coastal Plains Research Station
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
In view of certain reviews of policy in the Department of Primary
Production regarding the use of experimental stations with relevance to
research programs, what is the future of the Coastal Plains Research Station?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it has a long and lasting future. The Coastal Plains Research
Station, just outside Darwin, is becoming very significant in the fast-growing
area of horticulture. Horticulture has the potential to be one of our larger
areas of primary production. Also, buffalo domestication programs are under
way there, trials of a number of fodder foods, and growth promotion in steers,
which some people may object to but which, in fact, appears to have produced
very good results.
Perhaps of most interest to the member for Koolpinyah
would be the research on goats that has been carried out at the Coastal Plains
Research Station.
The Coastal Plains Research Station will continue, as will the programs in
all of our research stations. There has been a rationalisation so that
emphasis on particular programs is related to a specific research station
rather than being spread over several research stations. The station is doing
good work also on combating the infestations of mimosa, and we passed the bill
on biological control last week. A number of research programs are under way
there in that regard. The honourable member can rest assured that the station
will continue.
Regional Airline Agreement
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
. The 5-year regional airline agreement with Ansett expires this month. Has
this agreement been extended or renegotiated, and did the government consider
other alternatives, such as calling for expressions of interest from other
potential airline operators?
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child care organisation. I very much appreciate their work in compiling this
report and I can assure members that it is a very comprehensive document. It
consists of some 277 pages, and over 50 recommendations. Given that it is
such a significant document, I have asked the Department of Community
Development to consider the report and its recommendations and to provide me
with an assessment of both. It is my intention to provide a detailed analysis
of both the report and its recommendations during the November sittings of
this Assembly.
Operations of Capricornia Pty Ltd
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
It concerns another sectional interest with which he should be completely
familiar, for the sake of his own political survival, if nothing else. The
question concerns the operations of Capricornia Pty Ltd and Carpentaria Pty
Ltd. In consideration of the fact that they are administered by directors who
are senior members' of the Country Liberal Party and that they operate as a
fund-raising machine for the Chief Minister and other government members,
could he advise this Assembly if, since attaining the office of Chief
Minister, he has informed himself fully on the operations, the directors,
bankers and business dealings of Capricornia and Carpentaria?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, that question has absolutely nothing to do with this Assembly
or my ministerial responsibilities. It relates to the responsibilities of the
directors of private companies. I will advise the member that, since I have
become Chief Minister, I have had some discussions within the party but have
not fully informed myself on all the matters raised by him.
Northern Territory University College
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Given that the Northern Territory University College will virtually be an
adjunct of the University of Queensland, can he advise whether Territory
students who will attend that college next year will have access to the
Tertiary Education Assistance Scheme?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as the member for Wagaman pointed out, the University College
of the Northern Territory will be a college of the University of Queensland.
The question of whether students at the University College will be entitled to
TEAS is an important issue in the debate about the establishment of a Northern
Territory university. Whether students will be eligible for benefits under
TEAS or other schemes depends entirely on the Commonwealth giving official
recognition to the University College, through the group called CTEC. As
honourable members are aware, the University College will be located on the
premises of the old Darwin Hospital, and work on the refurbishment of
buildings is now under way.
Given that situation, I went to Canberra a couple of weeks ago to discuss
the issue of Commonwealth recognition for the University College with my
federal counterpart, Senator Susan Ryan. Senator Ryan confirmed that TEAS
would become available automatically if the Commonwealth agreed to recognise
the University College. She agreed that the best way for the Northern
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The reason is that the opportunities are not there. We do not have a
university college. We do not have a tertiary institution and we will never
have one while those people are sitting over there. I wish they would mind
their own business. If they were elected by the whole community to represent
the community's views, it would be in order. That fellow over there, who
represents a minority of Territorians, pushes his view to the detriment of ••.
Mr SPEAKER: Order!
their proper titles.

The honourable minister will refer to members by

Mr MANZIE: When the honourable member for Arafura purports to represent
Territorians to the detriment of Territorians, I find it a sad day.
Young Territory students have the same right as other Australians to a
quality education. The Commonwealth government withdrew funding for
pre-school education last year. Do the opposition members say then that we
should not provide pre-school education? Probably they would, because they
are arguing that we should not establish a university college - and we have
heard the present Leader of the Opposition say this - because the Commonwealth
will not fund it. It is the right of young Territorians, as Australians, to
receive a university education. The establishment of the University College
of the Northern Territory is the cheapest and most effective way of providing
that.
I find it abominable that the federal Labor government refuses to
recognise that university, and therefore refuses to pay the tertiary education
assistance allowance to Territory students. It is despicable. Territorians
have a right to be treated like all other Australians. Those people would
disagree with that.
Perpetual Pastoral Lease
Mr BELL to MINISTER for LANDS
Has the government decided that, when a perpetual pastoral lease is
granted, that lease should include any pre-existing stock routes or stock
reserves?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, my understanding at the moment is that a decision in relation
to stock routes on pastoral leases has been held in abeyance until the federal
minister introduces his legislation into the federal parliament during the
spring session of that parliament. Northern Territory government policy over
the years has been to include stock routes within those pastoral leases where
there has been a clear and unequivocal statement that they are not needed for
anything else.
Access of Children to X and R-Rated Videos
Mr D.W. COLLINS to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
I note that the member for Arafura has claimed in the media that the
actions of the Territory government will allow children to have access to X
and R-rated videos. Will the Attorney-General please advise me if this is the
case?
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for the purpose of creating a park. The Northern Territory Conservation
Commission has been involved in extensive negotiations with the land councils,
particularly over the last 6 to 8 months. It has been working with the land
councils and the traditional owners of that country to develop a joint
management arrangement for that park. The negotiations have been proceeding
quite well. The Conservation Commission, in consultation with the Aboriginal
traditional owners, had been developing, and were processing, excisions for
living areas for those Aboriginal people. In the middle of these negotiations
and consultations, during which the Conservation Commission worked very hard
on a process of cooperation with the Aboriginal people, the lawyers of the
land council jumped in and made a land grab. That was the most cynical
exercise I have experienced in the implementation of the Land Rights Act.
That sort of action under those sorts of circumstances, places at severe
risk the cooperative relationship that has been developing between our
government and the Northern Land Council.
Sites for Waste Disposal Unit
Mr EDE to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
I refer to a statement made by the member for 8arkly in last Thursday's
adjournment debate. He said that 5 sites in the Northern Territory, apart
from Tennant Creek, are under consideration for a waste disposal unit.
He
stated in that debate that the Conservation Commission had been studying
environmental impacts on these sites for the last 18 months. Will he
undertake to table the Conservation Commission studies for each of those sites
in the Assembly later this week?
ANSl~ER

Mr Speaker, I am not in a position to comply with that request because as
yet I have not seen the reports myself. There is a great deal of work still
to be done. We are still in the process of looking at the Tennant Creek
area ...
Mr Ede:

Table what you do have.

Mr McCARTHY: .•. 1 am not in a position to table anything this week.
they are available I am sure the
Mr Ede:

When

List the sites.

Mr SPEAKER: The honourable minister will resume his seat.
I say to the honourable member for Stuart that I have been fairly tolerant
over an extended period of time, but constant chatter between himself and the
minister is not acceptable. All comments will be addressed to the Chair and
this is the last time that I will remind members of that during question time.
Some members are skating on fairly thin ice. The honourable minister will be
heard in silence.
Mr McCARTHY:

I have completed my statement, Mr Speaker.
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RCTS licences will be fully commercial; that is, they will be free to
air like existing commercial television services, and viewers will
not be required to pay the cost of programs, satellite links, company
management and so on. The government will not countenance future
requests for a change in policy which would add a subscription
element to such licences, nor will the government be prepared to
subsidise RCTS operations.
That statement was made by the Minister for Communications, Mr Duffy, in
October 1984. My information is that quite a large amount of government
funding will be injected into the Imparja operation. It involves $2.5m of
taxpayers' money from the Australian Bicentennial Authority, $1.8m from the
Aboriginal Development Commission and a $lm government-backed loan from the
South Australian government. As media reports have said over the weekend, it
is estimated that it could cost the Australian taxpayer in excess of $22m over
the 7 years for which that licence has been granted.
Mr Ede:

Rubbish.

Mr HATTON: The honourable member for Stuart says that is rubbish. I say
that there are real questions surrounding this, particularly when it is known
that there was to be no government
Mr Ede:

You offered $2m.

Mr HATTON:

... subsidy of the operation.

The $2m offer was to provide services from the government for educational
and other purposes, as a user-pays service of the facility. Imparja does not
have any television facilities, nor does it have a track record of performance
in television broadcasting. I support the view that any television broadcast
into the remote communities should properly take into account the needs of the
27% of the viewing audience who are Aboriginals. What I am saying is that the
other 70% of the viewers of the Northern Territory need representation
equally.
Quite frankly, I find it highly insulting to hear the views that are
coming from Miss Freda Glynn, the Director of Imparja, who was quoted in the
NT News last Friday as having said that the European community will still be
able to see its Barbie dolls and Dynasty. If that is the extent of Imparja's
understanding of the expected standards of viewing in the non-Aboriginal
community, and all it intends to pump out is soap operas and Aboriginal
programs, there are real concerns. Of course, that mayor may not be true.
We saw the reasons for the decision for the first time this morning. The
member for MacDonnell is waving around the reasons for the decision. Isn't it
amazing that the member for MacDonnell, from the opposition, is able to have
an entire copy of the reasons for the decision. The minister responsible for
communications has been trying to get a copy of the reasons for that decision
from the moment it was announced, and it arrived in his office just before
10.00 am this morning. There is plenty of evidence to indicate that this was
a set-up by the federal government.
Mr Speaker, let me make a point. It would have been more than possible
for Imparja to meet its intentions of providing special broadcasting services
for Aboriginal people. Last week, in the federal budget, I noted that the
federal government has now combined SBS and the ABC into a single
organisation. We all know that the federal government was not prepared to
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Carpentaria Pty Ltd
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
Everyone must now concede that the operations of Carpentaria Pty Ltd are a
matter of legitimate public concern and certainly a matter of concern to this
Assembly. Will he give an undertaking that he is prepared to call for a total
accounting of the activities of Carpentaria Pty Ltd, and a complete disclosure
of its total business dealings, at least within his own party?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am not prepared to give that undertaking at this stage.
However, I will ask that the opposition give me all the information that it
has in respect of Carpentaria Pty Ltd so that it can be investigated.
Mr SPEAKER: Some days ago, I reminded honourable members that question
time is broadcast. Since I made that comment, a number of telephone calls
have been received by my office saying how much the silence in which questions
were asked and answered was appreciated by the general public.
I would be
pleased if members would continue to pay heed to that.
Trade Development Zone
Mr FIRMIN to

~mJISTER

for BUSINESS, TECHNOLOGY and COMMUNICATIONS

What progress has been made on the Trade Development Zone and what level
of interest is it attracting among manufacturers from respective areas?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, several negotiations are taking place with overseas investors
as a result of a trip I made recently to South-east Asia. These should result
in very good news for the Territory economy. However, any members of the
public who are listening and all honourable members who live in the Darwin
area are free to drive out and see the Trade Development Zone and the
infrastructure developing there. It is a very impressive complex and one that
will impact in a major way on the Northern Territory economy.
To be specific, at this stage 9 companies have signed up and are entering
into the contract stage. The zone is due for completion in November.
Factories will be set up between then and January and we expect the zone to be
fully operational from the very early weeks of February 1987. I must add that
recently we conducted a very extensive marketing campaign within the
Australian business community, mainly in Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne. The
contacts and inquiries that have resulted from that campaign are very
encouraging.
It has always been the intention of the government to look to Asia for the
initial establishment of prospective manufacturers and businessmen in the zone
and then to head into the Australian market, because it is important to have
representative industries from both
I would like to report to the Assembly that, in each major capital city
and country in which we have mounted a campaign to promote the zone, the
results have been encouraging. There are some 7 responses from Hong Kong, and
2 from Taiwan. As a result of the recent trip to Singapore, there are likely
to be another 4 companies. We are talking now about the companies coming into
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The administration area at the DIT comprises a village of demountables.
The accommodation in those demountables is totally inadequate. The staff do a
very good job, but the conditions they work in are absolutely atrocious.
However, the Leader of the Opposition would say that a separate administration
can be run there without any problems.
There is a proposal before CTEC for the building of a new administration
block to cater for the DIT as it is at the present time. That would cost $lm.
The Commonwealth, through CTEC, has yet to do anything about it. I have been
advised unofficially that nothing will be done there until the next triennium.
The Leader of the Opposition will tell us that there is plenty of room, yet
the facilities are inadequate as they are.
The second aspect is that there is a need for laboratories.
Laboratories
are going to cost at least $5m, and there is a need for them to be built. The
Leader of the Opposition would say that does not matter because whether we go
to the DIT or the Darwin Primary School, we will have to pay to put up
laboratories. At the Darwin Hospital site we have the shell of a building.
We do not have to build a building, we just have to fill one. However, the
Leader of the Opposition would have us believe it is cheaper to build the
complete facility. The whole thing just amazes me. We are talking about at
least $lm for a temporary administration centre and $5m for a laboratory
at DIT.
Without providing for any students, mind you, the Leader of the
Opposition's concept would cost $6m this year. That is just to pay for
administration on a temporary basis, laboratories, staff and courses. If we
are going to do that, we may as well do it at the permanent site of the
university at Palmerston. This government has never stepped back from that.
Palmerston is going to be the site of the university when it is permanently
located. The University College is now going to the Darwin Hospital site, as
has been said a number of times, because it is the cheapest option.
It will
give us facilities which will last for at least 10 years before we are
required to move. We have buildings already located there, but the Leader of
the Opposition cannot get this into his head.
He wants us to have a university college at the DIT, which will only take
in an extra 20 or 30 students. He does not care about the 500 Territorians
who are presently down south attending universities. He does not care. He
does not care about the future of young Territorians and, most importantly, he
does not care about the credibility of the standard of education that our
young people are to receive. He does not care that their degrees will not be
of value in our community unless they go to a credible institution. I am sure
he cannot deny that the University of Queensland is such an institution.
He
has to learn a lesson. He has to learn about obtaining facts, digesting them,
and coming up with the right conclusions because, if this morning's effort on
radio is any indication, we have a big problem with his intellectual capacity
as Leader of the Opposition in the Northern Territory.
Costs of Acquiring Myilly Point Properties
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
What is the cost to date, to the nearest million,
acquisition of properties at Myilly Point?
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Mr COULTER:
I stand corrected. However, it was presented to the
Litchfield Shire Council. It was commissioned by the Department of Transport
and Works and prepared by the Water Resources Division in response to a query
by land users in the area. The draft policy paper recommends a controlled
release of water to ensure that water levels are maintained at a minimum level
consistent with historical water flows.
The draft paper was given to the Litchfield Shire Council for comment. It
is nice to have a local government body in the rural area from which
departments such as Transport and Works can seek public comment. I stress
that it is a draft paper designed to test reaction from ratepayers. That is
all that is planned at this stage. The report was commissioned in the first
place in response to a query from land users in the area. I am unaware of the
names of those people. It merely seeks comment from ratepayers and I believe
that the Litchfield Shire Council will address that matter.
I urge all
ratepayers in the area to obtain a copy of the draft report if they do not
already have one. Perhaps the department can supply the honourable member
with copies of the report for distribution to ratepayers in the area.
Alice Springs Sheraton
Mr SMITH to TREASURER
In light of the fact that the Alice Springs Sheraton is almost entirely
debt-financed, what are the details of the annual interest bill?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the annual interest bill would change somewhat from year to
year. As indicated in a recent Northern Territory Government Gazette, the
Northern Territory government has become an equity participant in the Alice
Springs Sheraton instead of underwriting the project. That would change
considerably the amount of interest that would be due and payable.
If the
honourable member would like to specify a particular time, I would be happy to
provide him with the answer to his question.
Alice Springs Sheraton
Mr SMITH to TREASURER
In an endeavour to assist the Treasurer to provide some meaningful
information, I ask him what the anticipated annual interest bill for the next
12 months will amount to?
ANSWER
I will provide that information to the honourable member during the course
of the day. I do not have the figure in my head.
Mr Smith:

You just offered to give it to me.

Mr COULTER:
It is quite well known that the Leader of the Opposition is
against the Alice Springs Sheraton development and the Northern Territory
government's participation in it. As I have said over the last 2 days, the
opposition has gone to great pains to tell the people of the Northern
Territory what our contingent liabilities are and to say that the government
is throwing away money. The type of approach that he promotes is a deep
freeze one:
put your budget appropriation in the bank or on the short-term
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Temporary Parliament House
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for BUSINESS, TECHNOLOGY and COMMUNICATIONS
In the light of serious concern in the community about the announcement
that the government is considering a temporary Parliament House in the
proposed TIO building on the old police headquarters site in Darwin, will he
undertake to detail the savings to the taxpayer which this proposal will bring
about in the long term?
ANSWER
I welcome the opportunity to clarify some of the facts surrounding my
recent announcement to this Assembly regarding the possibility of a move by
the Northern Territory Legislative Assembly to interim facilities. I think
that clarification is needed because of the opposition's gross
misrepresentations of what I actually said.
The Northern Territory government has received a proposal from the
Territory Insurance Office to erect a multi-storey building on the old police
headquarters site. Part of the proposition included an interim Parliament
House facility built as part of the complex and designed in such a way that,
if and when the Northern Territory government and the parliament decides to
build a permanent Parliament House, the facility could be converted to another
use. There are commercial decisions that need to be taken by the Territory
Insurance Office. However, I took the step, in accord with protocol, of
advising the Assembly of an intention to alter the terms of reference of the
New Parliament House Committee so that it could rightfully investigate the
proposal with the Territory Insurance Office. I will be happy to receive the
eventual outcome of its deliberations.
It is not the intention of the
Northern Territory government, nor has it ever been, to build a new Parliament
House at this stage.
In my original statement to this Assembly I outlined some of the basic
savings that would be made by the Northern Territory government. I will give
exact details of those savings to the Assembly at a future date.
In broad
terms, the Northern Territory government has a commitment to build certain
I
infrastructure over the next 5 years. That includes a new computer house.
do not need to tell members that the Northern Territory is a leader in
computerisation among Australian governments. We have successfully developed
and sold systems to the benefit of many places including Papua New Guinea,
Indonesia and some of the Australian states. Computers cannot just sit out in
the midday sun in the car park. They require a controlled atmosphere with
regulated humidity and temperature levels, and they require a specialist
building to accommodate them. There is one building that fits the
requirements of a future computer house. A conservative estimate of the cost
to the government to construct a suitable building at this stage, would be
between $13m and $15m, whereas to convert the Chan Building would cost a
measly $2m. Surely that makes economic sense and surely, in the light of
that, the government should be permitted to make some decisions to commence
investigations that will eventually save the Northern Territory government and
its taxpayers quite a considerable sum of money.
Let me reiterate that it is not the intention of the Northern Territory
government to build a new Parliament House, but it certainly is the intention
of the government to investigate the relocation of all government departments
and buildings in the light of future requirements and to the benefit of our
economic position.
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I will tell you something else, Mr Speaker, that the opposition should
listen to. Money does not grow on trees. The extra $4m spent by the Tourist
Commission a few years ago put the Northern Territory on the map throughout
Australia and the world with 'Let's be part of the story of the Northern
Territory'. You do not do it for nothing.
To say, 'Oh woe, the Northern Territory Tourist Commission has only $l.lm
extra', is absolute rot. We are maintaining a service and expanding. The
Northern Territory Tourist Commission will expend roughly $1.5m this year on a
television campaign and a brochure campaign aimed at the family man and the
motorist. The comment by the opposition in relation to the Tourist
Commission's budget this year and the moneys allocated to it 4 years ago is an
absolute furphy and a misrepresentation of the facts. Members opposite know
it and they should not receive credit even for raising the point.
Fringe Benefits Tax
Mr B. COLLINS to TREASURER
Mr Speaker, 2 weeks ago, following an hour's meeting I had with the Prime
Minister, I made a public statement that I was confident that, after the
federal budget, there would be significant changes to the fringe benefits tax.
I received a message from the Prime Minister's office early this morning
saying that the tax applicable to recruitment and relocation benefits is to be
amended. It is more than a technical amendment, as he well knows.
Has the
Treasurer been advised that these significant areas of additional and
unwarranted costs to the Northern Territory government and private enterprise
will be removed, and can he tell the Assembly, in approximate terms, what the
likely savings to the government and the private sector of the Northern
Territory will be?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the member for Arafura for his question. I guess even
the Prime Minister was confused because he supported this tax and told us what
a wonderful thing it was and then he referred to it on Channel 7 television as
a mad fringe benefits tax. You can understand the confusion on this
particular issue.
Mr B. Collins:
Mr COULTER:

It is only a technical amendment.

Now we have a technical amendment before us.

The answer to the first part of the honourable member's question is no.
When leaving my office to travel to the Legislative Assembly this morning. I
was not in receipt of advice that a technical amendment would be provided to
the fringe benefits tax. However, the Chief Minister and I were given an
assurance during the Premiers Conference that the federal government would
examine the matter, in particular the relocation expenses. We all know that
some weeks later the then Leader of the Opposition travelled to Canberra.
Before he went down for the job interview, the member for Arafura - and full
credit to him - travelled to Canberra to put the Territory's case.
In answer to the second part of the honourable member's question. the cost
saving to the Northern Territory is $3.9m. The people at Groote Eylandt would
have had to spend $1.8m and Ranger $800 000. A considerable sum would also
have had to be spent right throughout the Northern Territory. As a result of
representations that the Chief Minister and myself made in Canberra, ably
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Funding for Northern Territory Schools
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Will there be any adverse effects on funding for Territory schools
following the Commonwealth and Northern Territory budgets?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it would be useful to make a clear distinction between the
effect the federal government's budget will have on education in the Northern
Territory and the effect that the Territory's budget will have. As the
Treasurer said yesterday, now is the time for responsible economic management
and restraint. Nevertheless, despite severe budgetary constraints, overall
levels of direct funding to schools have been maintained and there have been
real increases in some areas. This is because the welfare of Territory
schools and students has been given the highest priority in determining the
budget for the Department of Education.
Our primary concern was to ensure that the education of students in our
schools did not suffer because of economic restrictions. This has not been an
easy task, particularly following the federal government's budget last week.
A number of programs operating in the Territory were either abolished or cut
severely, and the department's ability to absorb these cuts is severely
limited. We have the impact of the fringe benefits tax to contend with, as
well as an increase of 5¢ a litre for petrol and diesel, which will have a
very severe impact on departmental travel costs, especially in remote places.
In that economic climate, it was no mean achievement to ensure that
schools did not suffer. A number of areas have received increased funding in
the Territory budget, as well as several new programs. These include
additional staff to meet increased student enrolments. In other words, the
student staff ratio will be maintained. We have allowed for a further
20 assistant teachers for homeland centre schools. Typical of the federal
government's attitude to the Territory, their funding was discontinued.
However, the Territory government has picked up that particular area and
49 new teacher scholarships will be offered next year. The Territory budget
allows also for fitting out the Casuarina Secondary College library
extensions, and a grant to the Marrara Christian School to provide additional
help for Downs Syndrome students.
Mr Speaker, these are some of the items we have had to find funds for. As
a result, the TAFE and unskilled sectors have had to suffer some cuts. For
example, the department will need to cope with restrictions in the areas of
administration, travel, staff and office vehicles. However, we have a
commitment to provide our students with the best possible education and
facilities for education. I can assure honourable members that we intend to
uphold this commitment.
Residential Colleges
Mr BELL to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Is the Northern Territory government intending to alter existing
residential arrangements for Aboriginal secondary students at Yirara College
in Alice Springs and Kormilda College in Darwin?
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stage, the Presbyterians are still very keen to take over Kormilda College and
to run it as a private school, including Aboriginals from all areas of the
Territory amongst the students and providing the type of education Aboriginal
people are requesting from Kormilda. However, we are still a fair way from
achieving any concrete results. I would also like to advise the Assembly that
before anything definite is decided in regard to Kormilda College, there will
be consultation with the Teachers Federation and other professional
organisations which have members employed there.
Mr B. Collins:

What about the consumers?

Mr MANZIE:
For the member for Arafura, I will repeat that the
recommendations came from consumers at the college. One of the groups that
made the recommendation that this particular action be taken by the government
comprised members of FEPPI, the Aboriginal consultative group to myself on
Aboriginal education.
The members of the opposition do not really want to know, Mr Speaker.
They are not concerned about what people involved with education say or
recommend. That does not interest them. If it seems contrary to their own
ideology, their bitter and twisted ideas, they do not care what the majority
of people want or what the people involved want. We all know that the ALP
does not really believe in the democratic process. If something does not
agree with its concepts, it is no good. It is a shame, but I think that most
Australians are beginning to realise that the ALP concept of democracy is
different to that understood by the average Australian. As more people wake
up to that fact, we will see some big changes in government in this country.
Northern Territory Abattoirs
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
Following recent federal court decisions regarding Mudginberri abattoir,
is he aware of any flow-on industrial disputation in other Northern Territory
abattoirs?
ANSWER
It is interesting that that question should have been asked today,
Mr Speaker, because this morning I heard a news report that the AMIEU was
forming a $2 company to export merino sheep. Of course, in the past the
unions have strongly opposed the export of our livestock, particularly
merinos. Obviously, they have experienced a change of heart and the reason
they have given is that they need to pay a debt of $1.76m to Mudginberri
abattoir.
Honourable members will be aware of reports of confrontation between the
union and the abattoirs at Victoria Valley and Meneling recently. As I
understand the situation, the union has asked to view the abattoirs' times and
wages records. If the union has reason to suspect that there is a breach of
the Northern Territory Meat Processing Award, it has a right to do that.
There is doubt, though, whether it has the right to do that without giving
reasons. As I understand it, it has not given reasons for wanting to view
those records. I guess that might be a question that will have to be answered
by legal means.
On the other hand, if the union has no reason to suspect that a breach has
occurred, the meat processor is not obliged to allow it in. That has been the
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laws together are known as the constitutional laws. I suspect this is where
the honourable member developed this idea, given his previous associations
with New Guinea. The general laws must not be inconsistent with the
constitutional or the organic laws. Organic laws must not be inconsistent
with the constitution. Thus, in the general framework that the honourable
member is suggesting there is a 3-tiered level of power: the constitution,
the organic laws and the general laws.
In some countries, laws dealing with electoral matters for distribution of
seats, the establishment of government departments, the judiciary etc, may be
dealt with in organic laws. In Australia and most other countries based on
the United Kingdom model, laws on these subjects are included either in the
relevant constitution or are part of the general laws. That is by way of
background, Mr Speaker. But I must say that I do not want enter into the
discussion on the constitution and the constitutional structure of the future
state of the Northern Territory by setting any preconceived rules.
As was
outlined in my statement this morning and, I believe, with the support of the
opposition and the Select Committee on Constitutional Development, we have
agreed to prepare a draft discussion document for submission to a
constitutional convention and eventually a referendum of the people. To
prejudge those issues, even before the select committee of the Assembly has
had a chance to consider fully all the pros and cons of various options that
are open to us, would be presumptuous and totally contrary to what I was
trying to achieve in the statement I made this morning. I am not saying we
will have organic laws or we will not. The honourable member is welcome to
raise those issues and they will be considered during the process of the
development of the constitutional structure at a future date.
Fred's Pass Police Office
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to CHIEF MINISTER
What future use is planned for the Fred's Pass Police Office, which is not
manned at present and used only infrequently for police purposes?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Fred's Pass office has been closed as a manned police
station.
It has a relatively low use. Whilst I am not prepared to confirm
this at present, the honourable member advises me that, basically, it is used
as a crib room for the patrols that operate through the Darwin rural area. If
that is the case, and there is excess capacity there, we can better utilise
that facility.
I am quite prepared to have that matter investigated and to
work in cooperation with the Litchfield Shire Council.
IPTAAS
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for HEALTH
I understand that, as from January 1987, states and territories will be
taking over responsibility for this scheme from the Commonwealth. Can he give
an assurance that the services provided to Territorians by the present scheme
will be maintained and that there will be no downgrading of assistance?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, not only can I give that assurance but I can guarantee that
the many concerns that people have had in the past will be addressed. I think
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Northern Territory Theatre Company
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Being well aware of the minister's long term and genuine interest in the
arts, when will the Northern Territory Theatre Company be established?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I recognise that the member was chairman of that formidable
committee which visited various states of Australia to investigate theatre
companies and organisations involved in theatre. We were very quick to
recognise some of the waste involved in presentation of the arts throughout
Australia, and we have taken every possible step to establish a theatre
company that will be run on entrepreneurial lines, and will give professional
theatre to the people of the Northern Territory. To that end, at this stage,
we have appointed an interim management committee to bring the company into
being. It has appointed an executive director and he is working with the
committee on the final stages of drafting the company's constitution.
Some $O.25m has been provided in the current budget for the establishment
and operation for the company's first season. I think honourable members and
the people of the Northern Territory will be pleased to know that the program
for the first production of the Northern Territory Theatre Company will be in
March next year.
Payments to Public Servant
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
Has he yet received a comprehensive report from the Public Service
Commissioner concerning the retrospective appointment of Mr Keith Ward to the
public service on full benefits? If so, what does the report say, and is he
satisfied with it?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have received a more comprehensive report from the Public
Service Commissioner in respect of this matter.
Mr B. Collins: Does 'more comprehensive' mean that he says 3 times for
you not to make any statement, instead of 2?
Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, if the honourable former Leader of the Opposition
wanted to jump in and run the debate, he should have stayed in the job he had
before.
Mr B. Collins:

It was the pregnant pause.

It went on a bit long.

Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, I have received a more detailed response from the
Public Service Commissioner setting out the full benefits that were received
by Mr Keith Ward. I am satisfied that Mr Ward received no benefits that were
inconsistent with those otherwise made available to union organisers in
similar situations when on leave without pay from the public service or public
sector employment.
I am satisfied that the Public Service Commissioner took the decision to
deem Mr Ward to be employed retrospectively on the basis of correcting what he
perceived to be an injustice perpetrated on Mr Ward in 1981.
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official and received two-thirds of a teacher's salary paid by the equivalent
of the teaching service in the Northern Territory at that time.
Throughout the period that he was in the teaching service, he continued to
work as a full-time union official. I might say that he was on leave without
pay right through until he was elected as a member of this Assembly.
During
that period he continued to receive: seniority; the ability to apply for
promotions; to appeal against promotions; continued occupancy of a government
house; the right, which he exercised in 1978, to purchase the house through a
government home loan scheme; eligibility to contribute to the government's
superannuation scheme; and many other benefits.
Mr Speaker, the point I make is that those conditions have been provided
to union officials. In fact, with the support of the government of the day,
the honourable Leader of the Opposition was actually able to provide the
opportunity for a full-time teacher's federation to develop in the Northern
Territory. That was because the government paid the salary of a union
official for 9 months, while he went out recruiting. I do not object to that,
and I want to make that very clear. I do not object to those benefits having
been provided. What I do object to is political games between the ACOA and
the Northern Territory Public Service being brought into this Assembly,
through the Leader of the Opposition and his friends seeking to to pretend
that there was something special about this case.
I have stated throughout these sittings that Mr Ward was appointed
retrospectively and that that was different to other situations. The
circumstances differed also in that, in the beginning, he was refused the
right to leave without pay. In his judgment, the Public Service Commissioner,
as an independent commissioner, took a decision to correct what he believed
was an injustice perpetrated in 1981. I might add that it was subject to a
court action dating back to 1982 which still remains unresolved.
Undoolya Subdivision
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
Last week, he stated that the federal government had given permission for
the seismic array at Undoolya to be moved. In view of this, when can the
public of Alice Springs expect to be told whether the Undoolya subdivision
will be the next to go ahead?
ANSWER
The cost of moving the seismic array is being studied by officials of the
Department of Transport and Works and the Commonwealth Department of Local
Government. No announcements have yet been made in regard to the Undoolya
subdivision because of the various factors involved in coming to a final
decision. Of course, members would be aware that the sewage ponds are in the
Commonage area and their final location has yet to be decided. Some pressure
has been placed on the government over the last few years to relocate those
sewage ponds, but that exercise will cost some $16m or $17m.
Other areas in the vicinity of Alice Springs are being investigated at the
moment with a view to future development. Until such time as the government
is in a position to make a decision in regard to the Undoolya subdivision
development, I will not make any comment. An article in today's paper relates
to a statement purported to have been made by Alderman Bob Kennedy. The
article says that:
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concede that the administrative area of the Department of Community
Development has seen substantial cutbacks within this budget. The department
has been trimmed to the minimum with the deletion of 3 executive positions and
a staffing realignment to comply with tight budget constraints.
Administrative efficiencies have been effected, while departmental resources
such as cars, computers, staff training and travel have been pruned. The
department will be closely monitoring its inevitable cutbacks in program areas
to ensure that its clients do not fall into the poverty trap. The federal
government will have to do more to play its part in achieving this also, as
will local government instrumentalities, a point I have already made on
several occasions during this sittings.
Benefits Received by the Leader of the Opposition
Mr PERRON to CHIEF MINISTER
In question time today, the Chief Minister provided information to this
Assembly concerning benefits received by the Leader of the Opposition during
the period in which he was a full-time union official. Will he have these
benefits costed and converted into dollar terms for the information of this
Assembly?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I do not know what this information would add to the debate,
but I ask the member to place his question on notice.
White Gums Area Alice Springs
Mr BELL to MINISTER for LANDS
In answer to a previous question, he quoted from a recent article in the
Central ian Advocate. Will he make a detailed statement about what is planned
and, specifically, what water supply arrangements are to be made in the
Commonage and White Gums areas?
ANSWER
The article in the Central ian Advocate of 28 August caused many eyebrows
to be raised.
In my previous answer I referred to Undoolya, whereas the
member for MacDonnell's question relates to the White Gums area. Let me say
that I shall not be rushed into making a detailed statement about the future
of the Commonage area, just because a real estate agent who happens to be an
alderman on the Alice Springs Council, appears to be confused.
However, there has been publicity in Alice Springs about a rezoning
proposal to enable a rural residential subdivision along Harper Road. It has
been on display for quite some time, and is presently being considered by the
Alice Springs Town Planning Authority. Of course, the member for MacDonnell
would be aware that after an announcement was made that Leichhardt Development
wished to develop that area, the Alice Springs council passed an almost
unanimous resolution to try and stop it, even before it went on display. I
insisted that it be displayed, and I understand that objections were made by
some 13 school children, as the article said, and by other people in the area.
More importantly, the Conservation Commission has a role in considering
the proposal.
It will be advising the planning authority regarding a
preliminary environmental report which has been prepared on behalf of the
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Companies Register? If it came from the assets and income of the company, why
did it not show up in the return supplied to the registrar? If it came from
income, how can it be a non-trading company as it has declared itself to be?
Mr Dale:

Is that the question Bob just handed you?

Mr B. Collins:

have a bit of trouble getting the call.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney-General will resume his seat. Two days
ago, the honourable member for Arafura passed a sarcastic remark from his seat
and, until such time as the Chair receives a written apology, the honourable
member for Arafura will not get the call from this Chair.
Mr B. COLLINS:
Mr SPEAKER:

Mr Speaker, I move dissent from your ruling.

Dissent must be in writing.

Mr B. COLLINS:
it up.

It is in writing, Sir, if an attendant could come and pick

Mr MANZIE (Attorney-General):
Mr BELL (MacDonnell):
Mr SPEAKER:

Can I ask the honourable member to

A point of order, Mr Speaker!

What is the point of order?

Mr BELL: The honourable member for Arafura has just moved dissent from
your ruling. It is scarcely competent for the honourable Attorney-General to
persist with an answer to a question until that matter is resolved.
Mr SPEAKER:
I am advised by the Clerk that there can be no dissent.
call is therefore to the honourable Attorney-General.

The

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
Mr B. COLLINS (Arafura): Mr Speaker, I move that so much of standing
orders be suspended as would prevent my moving forthwith a lack of confidence
in the Speaker.
The Assembly divided:
Ayes 6
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

Noes 19

Bell
B. Coll ins
Ede
Lanhupuy
Leo
Smith

Mr D.W. Collins
Mr Coulter
Mr Dale
Mr Dondas
Mr Finch
Mr Firmin
Mr Hanrahan
Mr Harris
Mr Hatton
Mr McCarthy
Mr Manzie
Mrs Padgham-Purich
Mr Palmer
Mr Perron
Mr Poole
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Fitzroy Station subdivision 78
Fred's Pass Police Office 97
Freight Inquiry *29
Fringe benefits tax 91
Fuel cost increases, effect on Territory economy 65
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Mining in NT, effect of federal budget 68
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WRITTEN QUESTIONS - NOT ANSWERED BY 27 November 1986

19 August 1986
7.

Gregory National Park - lands Acquisition

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
1. What pieces of land have been acquired for the proposed
Gregory National Park?,
2. What was the price
3.
8.

~aid

for each piece of land1

How was the price for each piece of land determined?
litchfield National iPark - lands Acquisition

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for LANDS
1. What pieces of la~d have been acquired for the proposed
Litchfield National Park?
2. What was the price paid for each piece of land?
3. How was. the price for· each piece of land determined?
15.

Travelling Allowance - Member for Darkly

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
1. What was the total amount of money claimed by and paid to the
member for Barkly in travelling allowances for the year
1982-83?
2. In respect of that money, was the member for Barkly directed
to pay any amount back to conso 1i dated revenue by the then
Chief Minister (the Hon P.A.E. Everingham) or· the then
Treasurer (the Hon M.B. Perron); if so, what amount was paid
into consolidated revenue?
.
3. Is .there documentary eViden'ce as to the amount of money which
the member for Barkly was directed to pay back; if so, will
the Chief .Minister provide a copy of that evidence to the
Leader of the Opposition?
4. Has the member for Barkly been requi red, to pay back any
amount of travelling allowances claimed in similar
circumstances at any stage in subsequen~ years?
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16.

Travelling Allowance Documentation
Member for 8arkly

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER·
Are the following documents for the period 1 January 1980 to date
available:
(a) copies of all travell ing allowance forms tendered by the
member for Bark1y;
(b) copies of any debt notices raised against the member for
Bark1y;
(c) copi es of recei pts for any repayments of trave 11 tng allowance
advanced to the member for Bark1j;
(d) copies of any correspondence between former Chief Minister
(the Hon P.A.E. Everingham) and the member for·Bark1y in
relation to travelling allowance; and(e) copies of any correspondence between former Treasurer
(the Hon M.B •. Perron) or any other government minister or
public servant and the member for Bark1y in relation to
travelling allowance;
if so, will the Chief Minister provide copies of the documents to
the Leader of the Opposition?
17.

Overseas Travel
Former Chief Minister

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
1. What was the nature of ministerial business conducted on the
former Chief Minister's trip to Singapore, via Perth and Kota
Kinab~lu, between 30 January 1985 and 5 February 1985?
2. Was the former Chlef Minister accompanied by his wife as well
as Mr Syd Saville and his wife?
.
3. What was the total cost of this trip, including the cost for
those accompanying the former Chief Minister?
4.

Was there a direct Darwin-Singapore Qantas flight which
departed Darwin on the same afternoon; if so, why did the
ministerial party fly to Singapore via Perth and what was the
additional cost of the Perth "leg" of the journey?

5.

Did the then Northern Territory Development Corporation
(NTDC) Chairman(Mr R. McHenry) depart from Darwin on a
direct flight to Singapore as a member of the Northern
Territory government delegation on the same day as. the
ministerial party departed Darwin for Singapore via Perth?
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6.

Was the former Chief Minister (the Hon I.L. Tuxworth)
reported in the Northern Territory News on 15 April 1986 to
have said that he did not rec"all the reason the ministerial
party travelled via Perth?

7.

Is there any documentation stating why the party travelled
via Perth; if so, would the Chief Minister make this
documentation available to the Leader of the Opposition?

8.

Was the then NTDC Chairman (MrR. McHenry) reported in the
Northern Territory News on 15 April 1986 as saying he thought
this particular trip to Singapore had been confused with
another trip earlier in the year?

9.

Did the then Chief Minister take a trip to Singapore earlier
in the year; if so, did he fly direct from Darwin or via a
southern port?

10. Who was involved in the Northern Territory government
delegation and what was the cost of this trip?

"
Credit Cards
Legislative Assembly Office-holders
and Public Servants

18.

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
What were the individual total amounts paid by the Northern
Territory government for each American Express Corporate Credit
Card ,held by office-holding members of the Northern Territory
Legislative Assembly ·and senior public servants for the years
from 1980-81 to 1984-85 and for the first six months of the year
1985-86?

Travelling Allowances 1983-84
Former Chief Minister

19.

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

What~as

the financial breakdown which would fully account
for the $22 315 in travell ing allowances paid to the member
for Barkly in the year 1983-84? .

2.

Is there any supporting documentation; if so, will the Chief
Minister provide a copy to the Leader of the Opposition?
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Overseas Travelling Allowance
Member for Barkly

20.

Mr

~.

COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER

Is the $300 shown to. have been paid out to the member for Barkly
for travelling allowances for overseas trips in 1983-84 (provided
to the Leader of the Opposition in a recent answer to Written
Question No. 14 - see Question Paper No.8, dated 18 March 1986)
an accurate representation of the facts?
21.

American Express - Corporate Credit Cards,

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
What was the total amount of 'money expended by the Northern
Territory government to cover the cost of purchases by all
holders of government-issued American Express . Corporate Credit
Cards for the following years:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)'
(e)
(f)
22.

1980-81;
1981-82;
1982-83;
1983":84; ,
1984-85; and
for the first six months of the year 1985-86?
American Express -.Corporate Credit Cards

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Does American Express have the capacity to provide swift recall
of any purchase on a Corporate Credit Card if requested?
23.

OverseasTravel- Expenditure

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
1. Did an office-holding member of the Northern Territory
Legislative Assembly spend approximately $6000 on one dinner
for a small party of guests on an overseas trip?
2.

Did this account include the purchase of bottles of champagne
at a cost of approximately $350 each?

3. Has the Chief Minister

investig~ted

the matter; if so:

(a) has he confirmed the substance of the recent newspaper
report; and
,(b) what action, if any, has the Chief Minister taken?
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11 November 1986
29.

Gas Pipeline
Payments to Aboriginal land Councils

Mr PERRON to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
1. What was the basis on which payments were agreed with
Aboriginal Land Councils for the Alice Springs to. Darwin gas
pipeline corridor tri cross Aboriginal land?
2. How many parcels of Aboriginal land does the pipeline cross?
3. What is the distance involved. in total?
4. When is payment to Aboriginals due?
5. What sums of money are involved?
33.

Water Supply - Anningie

Mr EDE to MINISTER ,for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1. Have the people of Anningie had a sub-standard water supply
for many years?
2. Does.the government have any plans to improve the water
supply at Anningie; if so:
.
(a) what are those plans; and
(b) when will they be achieved?
35.

. University College - land and Buildings

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
1. What was the cost to the Northern Territory government of
purchasing the land at Lot 1395 Town of Darwin on behalf of
the University College of the Northern Territory?
2. Did the Northern Territory government on behalf of the
University College of the Northern Territory then enter into
negotiations with the developer for the construction of a
building on the site of Lot 1395 Town of Darwin; if so:
(a) was the developer requested to construct' a specific
purpose building for use as a 'library for the University
Coll~ge of the Northern Territory;
(b), whatwas the total cost of the building;
(c) what were the extra costs of the additional building
specifications necessary for the building to be suitable
asa 1ibrary;
.
Ill'
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(d) for what purpose does the government intend using this
building now the University College is to be located at
the site of the old Darwin Hospital; and

(e) will this purpose referred to in (d) require the
additional building specifications necessary for the
building to be used as a library?

40.

Petermann land Trust Area
Survey and Mapping

Mr BELL to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
Has the on-the-ground mapping associated with the 1985 geological
survey in the Petermann Land Trust area in the Docker River
Region been carried out?
42.

Old Darwin Hospital Site - Development

Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
1. What is the nature of any development rights that Henry and
Walker have in relation to the old Darwin Hospital site at
Myilly Point?
2. Has the land in question been sold or leased or is there some
other arrangement which gives Henry and,Walker an interest;
if so, what are the details of this arrangement?
3. Over what area of land do Henry and Walker have development
rights?
4.

How did Henry and Walker acquire development rights to this
site?

5. Over what period of 'time does the company hold such rights?'
6. What obligations do Henry and Walker have in relation to the
development rights?
.
7. What is the Valuer-General's estimate of the value of the
land to which Henry and Walker have ~evelopment rights?
8. What financial benefit accrues to the Northern Territory by
virtue of Henry and Walker having development rights to
Myilly Point?
9. How much of the renovation work was put out to tender?
10. What are the details of Henry and Walker"s involvement in the
development of the University College?
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11. What is expected to happen to the buildings on the site of
the current University College' when the University is
relocated to Palmerston?
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19 August 1986
Inquiry into Freight and Related Costs

4.

Mr SMITH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1. What action has been taken by the government on Part 1 of the
Report of the Inquiry into Freight and Related Costs which
was tabled on 1 March 1984?
2. What

fu~ther

action is being considered?

3. What action has been taken or is being considered in respect
of Part 2 of the report of that inquiry which was tabled on
30 August 1984?
ANSWER
1.(a)

In March 1985 the Consumer Affairs Branch of Department
of Community Development released a brochure titled
'Freight in the Northern Territory'. The brochure is in
response to a suggestion contained in Chapter 8 of the
report.

(b)

In accordance with recommendation 1.46 of the Report, a
2-direction heavy vehicle checking station has been
planned to be located on the Stuart Highway near
Katherine, although it will be. sited south of the
township to avoid the possibil ity of Katherine being
used as a 'ra iT head' for overwei ght vehi cl es.
Presently there is approval for the purchase of mobile
weighing equipment and the purchase and installation of
a static weighbridge although approval of the roadworks
and other associated earthworks is a matter for further
budgetary consideration.

2.

No further action is being considered at this stage.

3.

No action has been taken or is being considered in relation
to the Supplementary Report.

10.

Darwin Institute of Technology - Staffing

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Has the government reached any redundancy agreement with staff
currently teaching in the Bachelor of Arts course at the Darwin
Institute of Technology or does the government propose to
negotiate such redundancy agreemen~s; if so, what are the costs
of any such redundancy agreements made to date and projected
costs of further· agreements expected to be made?
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ANSWER
The Bachelor of Arts degree at Darwin Institute of Technology, as
a result of the introduction of the University College Bachelor
of Arts, is to become vocationally oriented, with professional
stranqs being 'offered in psychology, social welfare and
journalism/writing.
i

The new professional strands will require interdisciplinary
foundation ~tudies, particularly studies of Australian Society to
prepare students adequately for employment.
These interdisciplinary studies will be taught by staff currently
engaged to teach Humanities subjects.
No redundancies are therefore envisaged.
It is'the Institute's view that all curren,t staff can participate
'in one or more of the new programs. Any need for staff!
development required in response to the redirection of teaching
activities will be handled in the normal ,way through the
Professional Experience Program.
Northern Territory University College
Enrolment and Cost

11.

Mr B. COLLINS

to

MINISTER for EDUCATION

What are the preliminary projections for:
(a) the expected student enrolment at the Northern Territory
Uni vers ity Co 11 ege for the commencement of the 1987 academi c
year; and
(b) the expected cost per student per year at the University
-College?
ANSWER
Expected enrolments are. about 200. This will result in a cost
per student of about $22 000 per student in the first year. This
high cost is to be expected in the first year of operation of
such an institution; it will decrease as second and third year
subjects are introduced, and as' soon as famil ies within the
Territory accept that attendance at their own university should
be the norm, the numbers entering each year will increase.
It is believed that the cost per student will decline by 1991 to
the level of other small universities which also necessarily
started with similar high costs per student in their early years
of operation.
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12.

Northern Territory University College
Use of Darwin Institute of Technology Facilities

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Will t, he University College use facilities at the
Institute of Technology (DIT); if so -

Darwin

(a) which DIT facilities will be used;
(b) how will this affect existing users of DlT; and
lc) for how long will DIT facilities be used?
ANSWER
The University College will not be using DIT facilities except
that discussions are going on with a view to students and staff
at both institutions having access to the library of the other.
This should not affect existing users, and such an arrangement
would be permanent to allow a rational procurement policy whereby
duplication of purchases would be kept to a minimum.
13.

Northern Territory University College
, Courses

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
1.

What hi story subjects or units will be offered in the
Bachelor of Arts degree at the University College? '

2.

Is there any provision for Northern Territory history in the
Arts curriculum for the 1987 academic year?

3. Wi 11 current part-time students at the Darwin Institute of
Technology (DIT) be able to complete their degrees at DIT on
a part-time basis?
4.

Is there a time limit within which part-time students_will be
required to complete their degrees.

5. Will units successfully completed at DIT but which are not
offered at the University College receive automatic
accreditation at the University College; if not, what
provisions, if any, have been made for students who have
successfully completed units which are not offered at the "
University College?
6. ,Will students pursuing Sriciology as a major or minor stream'
in the Bachelor of Arts degree at DIT be able to pursue
Sociology as a major or minor stream at the University
College; if not, what arrangements does the government
propose to accommodate those students wishing to pursue
Sociology at the University College?
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ANSWER
1.

HISTORY SUBJECTS
Present plans are to teach only first year subjects in 1987 .
. These wi 11 be :.
Problems of Australian History
(b) Australian Social History since 1850
(c) Revolution and Crisis in Modern Asia.
(a)

If satisfactory arrangements are concluded to transfer
stucients who have partially completed a .BA at DIT, other
hi gher 1eve 1 subjects will a1so be Offered accordi rig to the
expertise of the lecturers appointed.
2.

It would not be appropriate to offer a specialised subject
such as Northern Territory History to first year students.
It is the intention of the College to dffer such a unit· to
third year students, which would mean its introduction in
1989, unless .the· transfer arrangements mentioned are
satisfactorily concluded which would allow an earlier
introduction.

3.

Yes. All current part-time students will be able to complete
their degrees at DIT on a part-time basis.

4. Yes. While a·· cut-off period is not yet known the students
will have other options, eg transferring to the University
College of the Northern Territory or to OIT's new Bachelor of
Arts degree.
5. Accreditation for BA subjects taken at DIT will be automatic
up to a limit of two-thirds of the credit points required for
a degree at the University College. . This is the normal
amount of credit that universities allow for transferees in
Arts from another university.
(Normally only one year's
credit is given to students transferring from a CAE, but the
standard of the subjects offered in the DIT BA degree has
been assessed as sufficiently high as to enable this
concession to be made).
6. Sociology is not a subject which is to be offered at the
University College. It is my understanding that Sociology
will continue to be taught at DIT but this should be
confirmed by the Director.
14.

Court Proceedings - Northern Territory
Government

Mr B. COLLINS to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Since self-government, in what p~oceedings has the Northern
Territory government been involved before eithet' the High Court
or the Federal Court?
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ANSWER
In view of the general nature of the question, inquiry was made
of the office of the honourable member. I understand that the
question is directed towards legal proceedings in relation to
Aboriginal Land Claims and this answer is accordingly so
confined.
Northern Terri tory government has been i nvo 1ved in the fo 11 owi ng
proceedings before the High Court or the Federal Court in respect
of Aboriginal Land Claims:
~ 1.

R v Toohey (Utopia)(1979)
Application. by the Attorney~General for Northern Territory
dismissed by a majority of High Court

2.

R v Toohey (Kenbi)(1980)
Application by Northern Land Council granted by High Court

3.(a) Peko v Toohey (Meneling)(1983)
Application by Peko dismissed by High Court
(a) on the issue of the status of grazing licences the
Attorney-General for the Northern Territory intervened
on side of Peko.
.

(b) on the issue of the assessment of detriment the
Attorney-General for the Northern Territory supported
the .respondent Aboriginals.

(b) Re Toohey ex parte Stanton (1983)
Application by Aboriginals dismissed.
4.(a) Re Perron (1984)
Application by Aboriginals dismissed.
(b) Re Kearney ex parte Japanangka (1984)
Application by Aboriginals granted by majority.
(c) Re Kearney ex parte Jularma (1984)
App li cati on by Abori gi na 1s a11 owed.
(d) Re Kearney ex parte Northern Land Council (1984)
Application by Land Council granted by a majority.
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5.

Northern Land Council v Administrator (1984)
Land
Council's
interlocutory application
Substantive application by Land Council pending.

6.

,dismissed.

Attorney-General for the Northern Territory v Maurice
(Kenbi II and Katherine II)(1985) (Technically four matters
but one question).
Appl ication dismissed by Federal Court. Special leave to
appeal granted. High Court appeal dismissed by majority.

r

7. Attorney-General for the Northern Territory v Holdin
(Roper Bar, Warlmanpa and Kaytej)(1983) (Technica ly three
matters) .
Orders Nisi discharged by agreement. '
(1985)

8.

The Attorney-General for the Northern Territory intervened in
High Court on side of Peko. Peko's application granted.
(1986)

9.

The Attorney-General for the Northern Territory intervened
and High Court found in favour of the submission of the
Attorney-General. Further hearing pending.
10.(a) Attorney-General for the Northern Territory v Maurice
(1986) (Technically two actions).
'.
Applicat,ion dismissec\ by Federal. Court.
granted~ . Appeal judgment reserved.

Special

leave

(b) Aboriginal Sacred Sites Protection Authority v Maurice
(1986) (Techni cally two acti ons ). .
Application by Authority dismissed. The Attorney-General for
the Northern Territory argued aga ins t Authori ty.
'
11. The Attorney-General for the Northern Territory v Holding
( 198q)
Application (in relation to the Tennant Creek Water Control
District) dismissed by a single judge. Appeal pending to
Full Federal Court.
12. Mpetyane v Aboriginal Land Commissioner
and other technical actions relating, to stock routes (1986).
Various appl icafions to the Federal Court following the rul ing of
Commissioner Maurice that stock routes can not be claimed.
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13. Attorney-General for the Northern Territory v Maurice
Applications to Federal Court against the ruling of
Commissioner in respect of the Warumungu Land Claim and the
Tennant Creek Planning Boundaries.
On occasion two or more actions have been commenced in one case
to avoid jurisdictional argument. Such related actions have been
described as one matter. The'same applies where there are
several Aboriginal. Land Cla.ims involved but only one substantive
question of law. ,Where a number of matters have been heard at
the same time this has been indicated by lower case (a), (b) etc.
Cost of Rangers at Yulara

24.

Mr EDE to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
1. What is the estimated total cost of stationing the
Conservation Commission Rangers at Yulara for a full year?
2.

Is this total
government?

cost borne by

3.

How many Rangers are employed at Yulara?

4.

How much does the Northern Territory government payout in
rent on their behalf and to whom is the rent paid?

5. What parks do they

the

Northern

Territory

servjc~?

ANSWER
By way of background I advise that although the Conservation
Commission has been terminated from the day to day operational
responsibilities at Uluru, there are continuing responsibilities
throughout the Petermann District which need to be addressed.
These res pons i bil iti es compri se regi ona 1 1and management i ss-ues
including fire control,feralanimal control and wildlife
management, and the provision of services to visitors to Yulara,
including the staffing of the Yulara Visitor's Centre. It is
therefore appropriate that Yulara become the operations base for
these services throughout the district.
The establishment of the Conservation Commission Petermann
District proposal based at Yulara, has been considered by Cabinet
as part of the Budget and the following advice is provided in
relation to your series of questions.
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1. The estimated cost of ~tationing a total of 10 Conservation
Commission staff at Yulara for a full year is at $350 000.
This estimate is based upon:
(a) Salaries and related payments for
10 staff

250 000

(b) Operational and administrative
expenses including employee rental
subsidy

80 000

(c) Capital items (purchase of radio
equipment and additional vehicle)

20 000

TOTAL
2.

$350 000

It is envisaged that for the first full year of operation the
total cost will be borne by the Northern Territory
government. However, there is prospect for a component of
the cost to be recovered in time.
The proposed Conservation Commission operations throughout
the Petermann District include direct support services to the
Yulara Resort. These include:
(a) Manning the Yulara Visitor's Centre
(b) Monitor and
Auditorium

develop

(c)

Bush Tucker walks

(d)

Natural History walks

audio-visual

display in the

(e) Spotlight walks
(f) The Yulara slide show
(g) The 'Junior Ranger Scheme'
(h)

Participation in induction programs for new resort
employees

(i)

Emergency Services

It is from these activities that the Conservation Commission
expects to generate partial cost recoveries from 1987/88 and
beyond.
Revenue is expected to be generated through the sale of
various publications, posters, T-shirts, sun-visors and other
items, distributed through the Visitor's Centre and
commercial outlets within the resort. Revenue is also
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expected to be raised from the various 'walks' proposed,
including set fees to be charged for coach and specialist
tours throughout the district, such as guided tours to
Nt Connor.
It is therefore estimated that cost recoveries of
approximately $40 000 could be expected in 1987/88, with this
increasing to $120 000 in 1988/89 and $150 000 in 1989/90.
3.

It is estimated that a total .of 10 staff will be employed for
the first full year of operation. This is likely to be
8 Rangers and 2 administrative positions.

4.

Housing Rental By-law 54 Allowance
This is the rental contribution paid direct to employees,
being the difference between Housing Commission rent or
Yulara Corporation rent, and employee contributions
determined by the Public Service Commissioner.
This amount varies, dependent upon' the number of staff
employed and the mix of Company and Housing' Commission
residences occupied at anyone time. Current contributions
being paid indicate an annual cost of $15 000.

5.

Besides the continuing responsibilities identified throughout
the District, the Conservation Commission intends to develop
Reserve Management further at Chambers Pillar, Illamurta
Springs, Mac Clark Acacia Peuce and the Henbury Meteorite
Craters.

26.

Liquor
Revenue, 'Rehabilitation and Preventative Programs

Mr EDE to DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER
1. What annual income does the Liquor Commission of the Northern
Territory generate?
2.

How much does the Northern Territory government spend on:
(a)

rehabilitation programs for alcoholics; and

(b)

preventative programs in relation to alcohol use?

ANSWER
1. 'See table following.

2} (a)

During the past finaricial year the NT government,
through its Grants-in-Aid program and through services
provided by NT Health, allocated the sum of $518 900 to
be spent on rehabilitation programs,for alcoholics.
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(b) The amount allocated by the NT government for
expenditure during the past financial year for
prevention in relation to alcohol use was $197 500.
The, NT Department of Health through the Drug and Alcohol Bureau
funds regional drug and alcohol organisations ,throughout the NT,
and part of thei r functi on is to offer preventi on servi ces. The
Drug and Alcohol Bureau as part of its normal activities is also
concerned with ,prevention measures and is assisted in this area
by the Department of Health's Health Promotion Unit.
In total the NT government allocated
on a wide variety of drug and
financial year. Expenditure for th~
yet to be finalised as there are a
fu 11 y deve loped.
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just under $2m to be spent
alcohol programs during the
1986/87 financial jear has
number of programs yet to be
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WHAT ANNUAL INCOME DOES THE NT LIQUOR COMMISSION GENERATE?

::e::

I'T1

:::0
Vl .

1981/82

1982/83

1983/84

1984/85

1985/86

--t

0

::e::

:::0

LICENCE RENEWAL FEES

2 231 714

2 865 996

3 451 953

3 986 998

......

7 502 689

--t
--t

I'T1

NEW LICENCE FEES

4 000

3 000

3 400

3 400

3 200

I

Z

.0

c

SPECIAL LICENCE FEES"
TRANSFERS
......
N

.;:.

I'T1

Vl

21 532

28 850

23 026

23 943

35 404

SEIZURES UNDER LIQUOR ACT

8 575

8 945

14 477

34 ·142

59 354

STATUTORY DEPOSITS SECTION 48,)
REGISTRATION OF WHOLESALERS,)
APPROPRIATION FORMER YEARS )

3 008

11 535

7 286

21 383

1 960

3 500 142

4 069 866

7 602 607

14 783

SALE OF ASSETS

5 200

SEMINAR

2 268 829

2 938 309

--t
......
0

I
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Aboriginal Community Funding

27.

Mr EDE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1.

What amounts w~re provided for Town Management Public
Utilities (TMPU) funding of each Aboriginal community for
1984-85?

2.

What amounts were specifically allocated for fuel costs for
electricity generation on each Aboriginal community for
1984-85?

3.

What amounts were provided for TMPU funding to each community
for 1985-86?

4.

How much have the amounts'of the allocations in 3 above been
reduced pursuant to the new policy of 'user pays' for
essential services?

ANSWER
1.

See Table 1.

2.

See Table 2.

3.

See Table 1.

4.

See Table 2.

125

ANSWERS TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS

TABLE 1

TOWN MANAGEMENT AND PUBLIC UTILITIES (TMPU)
FUNDING TO ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES

COMMUNITY

1984-85

~

1985-86

\1J

Darwin Region
Bagot
Belyuen
Gunbalanya
Gwalwa Daraniki
Kardu Numida
Maningrida
Milikapiti
Minjilang
Nauiyu Nambiyu
Nguiu
Peppimenarti
Pularumpi
Warruwi

277
225
277
117
528
299
275
189
298
454
194
256
227

958
699
729
203
221
150
068
181
757
362
845
961
967

277
218
398
98
404
371
231
202
305
455
123
204
186

523
264
823
617
822
079
219
365
686
769
009
406
800

404
282
431
550
495

452
265
316
162
193

330
255
398
580
312

082
732
051
882
805

724
26
484
223
236
343
185
310
453

000
020
236
945
464
584
692
610
727

695
67
549
317
199
3lO
179
256
416

442
921
489
193
949
345
264
648
876

Katherine
Barunga
Beswick
Dagaragu
Lajamanu
Ngukurr
East Arnhem
Angurugu
Bickerton
Galiwinku
Gapuwiyak
Mil ingimbi
Numbulwar
Ramangining
Umbakumba
Yirrkala
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Table 1 (contd)

Barkly
Ali Curung
Elliott-Newcastle Waters
Lake Nash
Warrawula
Warramunga Pabula

499
139
31
380
31

734
179
529
466
230

.408
132
130
129
76

645
082
662
043
794

213
132
161
181
62
116
295
370
373
380
228
214
103
69
307

744
185
533
285
533
028
541
582
070
813
792
933
183
332
492

187 583
129 817
145 997
110 606
116 436
115 804
348 671
363 312
282 432
439 227
377 539
288 042
161 312
158978
483 497

Alice,Springs
Amoonguna
Apatula
Areyonga
I kuntj i
Imanpa
Iwupataka
Kaltukatjara
Ntarria
Papunya
Santa Teresa
Tangentyere
Urapuntja
Wallungurra
Wi 11 owra
Yuendumu
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TABLE 2

1984-85 FUEL COST ALLOCATION - ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES

COMMUNITY

ALLOCATION
~

DEDUCTION
(USER PAYS)
($)

REFUND

-m-

Darwin Region
Bagot
Belyuen
Pularumpi
Kardu Numida
Milikapiti
Nauiyu Nambiyu
Nguiu
Gunbalanya
Maningrida
Minjilang
Peppimenarti
Wurruwi

79
136
233
127
102
298
206
256

288
952
200
200
608
072
912
944
77 592
74 624
78 440

6
14
24
41
22
18
53
37
46
13
13
14

033
275
655
910
905
476
650
260
194
972
438
125

42
45
11
28
23
15

365
670
910
260
440
275

2 963
5 118
8 700
4755
3 836
11 137
7 735
9 590
2 901
2 790
2 932

East Arnhem
Angurugu
Gal iwinku
Gapuwiyak
Milingimbi
Numbulwar
Ramangining
Umbakumba
Yirrkala
Bickerton Island

253
66
156
130
84
132

552
144
880
168
800
712

12 000

39 710
1 985

9
2
5
4
3

481
472
867
866
171
412

Katherine
Barunga
Beswick
Dagaragu
Lajamanu
Ngukurr

170
85
184
249
179

872
648
016
312
776
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29
14
31
43
28

872
973
259
077
764

6 201
3 108
6 489
8 943
5 971
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Table 2 (contd)

Alice

S~s

Amoonguna
Apatula
Areyonga
Kaltukatjara
Ikuntji
Iwupataka
Papunya
Santa Teresa
Willowra
Yuendumu
Hermannsburg
Urapuntja
Yuelamu
Wallace Rockhole
Imanpa
Kintore

50
50
56
30
18
145
180
44
208
107
14
31
21

000
000
000
000
000
000
000
096
000
500
400
500
500

7
8
14
9
6
3
27
62

704
154
825
266
671
384
055
018

5 616
12 875

44 474
57 771

9 233
11 993

5
3
3
10

390
706
706
377

1
3
1
1

\

693
078
924
385

1 119
769
769
2 154

Barkly
Ali Curung
Warrawula
Lake Nash
Elliott-N.C. Waters

185 288

$4 518 996

129

35 385
1 481
2 929
7706

7 346

$ 975 455

$180 000
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28.

Student and Staffing Numbers

Mr EDE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
What were the student enrolment numbers:
(a) utilised in 1986; and
(b) used in planning for 1987,
on which formulas for staffing numbers are set for the following
schools:
(i)

(i i)
(i i i)
(i v)
(v)

(vi)
(vi)
(vi i i)
(ix)
(x)

(xi)
(xi i)
(xiii)
(xiv)
(xv)
(xvi)
(xvii)
(xviii)
(vix)
(xx)

(xxi)
(xxii)
(xxi i i)
(xxiv)
(xxv)
(xxvi)
(xxvii)
(xxvii)

Lajamanu;
Yuendumu;
Mt Allen;
Ali Curung;
Will owra;
Stirling;
Utopia;
Lake Nash;
Areyonga;
Docker River;
Santa Teresa;
Kalkaringi;
Beswick;
Iwupataka;
Murray Downs;
Napperby;
Ntarria;
Yirrkala;
Neutral Junction;
Ti Tree;
Ampalatwatja;
Papunya;
Maryva 1e;
Yulara;
Finke;
Amoonguna;
Haasts Bluff; and
Imanpa?
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ANSWER
Set out below are the fjgures used for the provision of staffing
in 1986 at the following schools:
SCHOOL
Lajamanu
Yuendumu
Mt Allen
Ali Curung
Willowra
Stirling
Utopia
Lake Nash
Areyonga
Docker River
Santa Teresa
Kalkaringi
Beswick
Iwupataka
Murray Downs
Napperby
Ntarria
¥irrkala
Neutral Junction
Ti Tree
Ampalatwatja
Papunya
Maryvale
Yulara
Finke
Amoonguna
Haasts Bluff
Imanpa

PRE

PRIMARY

PP

20
32

118
106
14
75
52
35
52
38
23
45
Non-government
97
55
17
18
43
83
196
19
85
49
59
14
56
33
31
24
33

11
26

11

19
5

19
14
13
11
12

18

10

61

12

Staffing is based on adjusted attendance estimated for August
(the mean figure for the year). Account is taken of the previous
two year's attendance trends so that special circumstances and
known factors -do not disadvantage the school.
Departmental projections for 1987 are currently being compiled.
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11 November 1986
NTPS - Leave without pay

30.

Mr PERRON to CHIEF MINISTER
1.

How many Northern Territory public servants 'are on leave
without pay?

2.

How many Northern Territory public servants are on leave and
work full time as union officials?

3.

In respect to public servants on leave without pay working
for unions, does the government receive payment from those
unions to cover the employers' component of superannuation
and accrued long service leave entitlements?

4

Is there a limit to the time, which a public servant can have
as leave without pay?

ANSWER
1

(i) As at 15 September 1986, there were 440 public servants
on unpaid, leave of a period exceeding one week. This
figure includes those on Leave Without Pay,unpaid
'Maternity Leave, unpaid Parental Leave, unpaid Study
Leave and unpaid Sick Leave, plus any absent without
leave.
(ii) I can not advise figures relating to leave without pay
only, as specific records of that are not kept.

2. There are five public servants on leave who work full-time as
Union officials. There are also three members of the
Teaching Service and one police officer on leave without pay
for this purpose.
'
3.

(i) As the period of leave without pay does not count as
service in calculating long service leave credits, no
recovery of the value of long service leave is required.
(ii) The employee can only continue contributions to the
Commonwealth
Superannuation
Scheme
if
the
Union/Association pays the employer contribution. In
such cases, the public service collects the employer
contributions and transfers them to the Scheme.
Four of the public servants on leave without pay have
continued to contribute and the employer contributions
are being recovered. The same applies to the three
Teaching Service employees.

4. There are limits on the period of leave without, pay, which
vary depending upon the reason for the leave.
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Delegates could sometimes decide to approve leave outside
those limits in individual cases. Some examples of the
limits are Leave Without Pa for Recreation Pur oses: depends upon the
emp oyee s length of service less than one year - no leave
without pay; up to three years - three months; up to five
years - six months; over five years twelve months)
Leave Without Pay for Compassionate Purposes:

no limit

Leave Without Pay to Engare in Outside Employment: the limit
is generally either twe ve months or three years, depending
upon the type of employment (Union duties are normally
subject to the three year limit).
Carpentaria Pty Ltd

31.

,Mr EDE to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
1. Did the principals of Carpentaria Pty Ltd provide the former
Chief Minister (the Hon I.L. Tuxworth) with a loan of $9443
to repay travel allowance?
2. What are the requirements under the Companies Act for
companies to report obligations to the Registrar- of
Companies?
3. Does the loan constitute trading; if so, is the declaration
that the company did not trade a false declaration?
4.

If the money was borrowed, why was it not recorded as a debt
incurred by the company?

5. If the money comes from assets and or income of the company
why does it not show up in the returns?
6.

If the money comes from income, how can it be a non-trading
company, as declared?

ANSWER
1.

I have no knowledge of such an alleged loan, although I am
aware of unsubstantiated allegations made by the Member for
Arafura in the Legislative Assembly on 27 August 1986.

2. The provision in the Companies Act, which applied to annual
returns relating to annual general meetings of companies
required to be held on or before 30 June 1986, concerning
requirements of companies to report 9bligations to the former
Registrar of Companies, varied according to the typ~ of
company.
.
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In the case of a company having a $hare capital, for example,
the annual return was to contain the particulars referred to
in Part I of the Eighth Schedule and be accompanied by such
copies of documents as were required to be included in the
return in accordance with Part II of that Schedule and such
of th~certificates and other particulars prescribed irr that
Part as were applicable to the company (Section 158(1)). The
return was to be in accordance with the form set out in
Part II of the Eighth Schedule (section 158(2)). The return
was to include a copy of all accounts laid before the company
at its annual general meeting, namely a profit and loss
account, balance sheet and group accounts if any (sectibn 162
and Part II of the Eighth Schedule).
Section 159 provided for the requirements in relation to the
annual return by a company not having a share capital.
In the case of an exempt proprietary company, the annual
return could include an auditor's statement in lieu of a copy
of the accounts (section 159A and 165B and Part II of the
Eighth Schedule). A company was an exempt proprietary
company if none of its shares were deemed to be owned by a
public company and no member was a public company
(section 5). .
As a result of commencement in the Territory of the national
companies and securities legislatfon on 1 July 1986, the
provision of! the Companies (Northern Territory) Code are
applicable to annual returns relating to annual general
meetings required to be held on or after that date.
in
the
Transitional
provisions
are
included
Companies (Application of Laws) Act.
3, 4, 5 and 6.
See answer to Part 1.
Order 112.

I draw your attention to Standing
.

Waste Disposal Facility

32.

Mr EDE to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
1. What are the five sites, apart from Tennant Creek,'which are
under consideration as sites for the construction of the
waste disposal facil ity?
2. What are the details of the environmental studies performed
on all sites?
ANSWER
1.

In a preliminary evaluation of the proposal to support the
establishment of an intractable waste incinerator in the
Northern Territory, a search was undertaken for the available
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information on site selection criteria. Two difficulties
emerge in regard to this analysis. The first is that site
selection ~ criteria are not readily available as is the case
in more'common forms of industrial activity, and secondly, in
the Northern Territory a great deal of site specific
information is not available.
Officers therefore resorted to breaking the, Northern
Territory down into five regions,_namely:
(1)

Darwin;

(2)

Katherine;

(3) Tennant Creek;
(4)

Bowen Plains (to the north of Alice Springs); and

(5)

Alice Springs.

These regions are not meant to reflect any more than broad,
climatic and geological zones in the Northern Territory.
On the basis of site selection criteria prepared by
consultants, Neilsen and Associates, there is a prima facie
case w~ich favoured the Tennant Creek region as the preferred
are for locating the facility.
The region is
geology and
remoteness in
increases the

in a dry climatic ione and possesses a stable
favourable water-table characteristics.
Its
one sense is in its favour, and in another, it,
cost and difficulty of transportation.

Within the Tennant Creek regio~ the local distribution of
infrastructure indicates that a site such as that in the
Warrego area would be favoured.
However, this natural
advantage can,easily be. offset by technical or micro-climatic
disadvantages, The 'selection therefore of a site at the
micro level will only be possible once a firm proposal and
technology have been put forward and sites evaluated within
the context of that proposal.
2. The regional assessments have included a consideration of
very broad environmental and oth~r exclusionary criteria as
noted above. The site sel~ctiori question has been addressed
with a broad brush and does not reflect the detailed
assessment of environmental/illlpact required to satisfy normal
EIS requirements.
The~xecution of envtronmental analysis of alternative sites
and the selection of an ultimately favoured site will be a
very costly exercise which will only proceed in conjunction
with a full scale feasibility study. The project at this
stage is a long way from the preparation of such
environmental assessments.
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A review has been undertaken and a great deal of information
including technical specification, project appraisals,
transport and incineration regulation and safety standards
and reports concerning similar facilities and their
performance standards has been brought together. A general
overview document is currently under preparation.
In the
meantime, the source documents have been distributed widely
in the Tennant Creek community and are available generally to
the public.
Student Assistance - University College
and the Darwin Institute of Technology

34.

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for

EDUCATIO~

1. How many (a) full-time and (b) part-time students were
enrolled in the Bachelor of Arts course at the Darwin
Institute of Technology in 1985 and 1986?
2.

Of these,
allowances?

how many full-time students received TEAS

3. What is the expected number of full-time students who would,
ordi narily, be eli gi.b 1e to recei ve TEAS at the Uni vers i ty
Co 11 ege?
4.

What financial prOV1Slons has the
government made for these students?

Northern

Territory

5. What is the Northern Territory government's budget allocation
for the 1987 academic year for full-time University College
students?
ANSWER
1. The following statistics are provided for students in the
Bachelor of Arts Course for the years 1985 and 1986:
1985
48
141

Enrolments
Full-time
Part-time

1986
54
135

2.

Students Recei vi ng TEAS allowance
46
24
Information on TEAS has been, provided by the Commonwealth
Department of Education.

3

Based on an expected number of between 200-500 enrolments of
students from the Territory, and judging by the experience of
the Darwin Institute of Technology, between 100-125 students
would normally expect to be eligible to receive TEAS.

4.

It is clearly unjust for the students of the University
College to be penal ised simply because of the Commonwealth
government's stance. The Commonwealth recognises that the
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students will
Allowances but
is sited at
proposition is

be entitled to apply for Commonwealth Student
will only pay these allowances if the College
the Darwin Institute of Technology. This
totally lacking in logic.

5. The University College of the Northern Territory's Budget,
which includes establishment costs, is not allocated in terms
of full-time and part-time students, it is allocated in terms
of the number of staff, the types of equipment and other
services needed to provide the courses which the government
in consultation with the University of Queensland, have
decided are the minimum acceptable to provide an adequate
array of subjects in Art, Science and first year Law. The
budget for 1987 is approximately $6m.

NTEC - Compensation to Chairman

36.

Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
Was compensation paid by the Northern Territory government to
sacked Northern Territory Electricity Commission chief, Mr John
Armstrong; if so, what were the circumstances of the payment and
how much was involved?
ANSWER
The terms and condition of the settlement for Mr John Armstrong
were negotiated by the Crown Solicitor on behalf,of the Northern
Territory Electricity Commission.
There was clear understanding with Mr Armstrong that the amount
and terms of the settlement were to remain strictly confidential.

Trade Development Zone - Overseas participants

37.

Mr EDE to MINISTER

for'BUSINE~S,

TECHNOLOGY and COMMUNICATIONS

1. How many overseas organisations and/or individuals have
entered into binding commitments to the Trade Development
Zone?
2. What is the nature of the industry of each organisation or
individual?
ANSWER
1.

14 investors, including one Australian company, have signed
Letters of Intent to establish industries in the Trade
Development Zone.

2. these industries include knitted and woven garments; cotton
briefs, educational toys and nylon luggage; video cassette
tapes; LCD watches, analogue quartz watches, mechanical
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watches, travelling alarm clocks; jewellery; bed sheets and
similar products; confectionery; plastic utensils and other
plastic products; sanitary napkins; high quality quartz and
mechanical watches; canned food products; PE and PP bags;
electric hot water heaters; refrigeration and associated
equipment.
3. All organisations are required to submit firm Business Plans
and then sign lease and license agreements to either rent
Trade Development Zone buildings or construct their own
facilities for progressive establishment in, the Trade
Development Zone from 1987.
This represents investment in the Trade Development Zone in
the order of A$6m.
Destination Australia Marketing/Abington
Payment and Profit

38.

Mr EDE to TREASURER
1. How much has been paid by the company Destination Australia
Marketing (NT) by Abington Pty Limited?
2

Has Abington Pty Limited profited in any way by
involvement with Destination Australia Marketing (NT)?

its

ANSWER
1.

Abington Pty Ltd 'has changed its name to Investnorth
Management Pty Ltd.
Destination Australia Marketing (NT) manages a business known
as NT Territory Holidays for Investnorth Management Pty Ltd.
The Management agreement is on standard commercial terms,
including a fee related to the value of new holiday packages
sold. Since 1 January 1986, approximately $227 000 has been
paid to Destination Australia Marketing (NT) by Investnorth
Management Pty Ltd under this agreement.
Pending the build-up of cash flows within NT Territory
Holidays, Investnorth Management Pty Ltd is substantially
funding the initial costs of this business by way of
contributions from the hotels upon which the marketing is
concentrated. The position of those hotels is, in turn, to
be neutral ised by a parallel reduction in the promotional
expenditure of their respective operators.
By this means, there is a reorientation from general 'image'
marketing to specific target selling. The operator, say a
~heraton,
reduces its general marketing expenditure and such
reduction flows through'to an equivalent improvement in gross
profit going to the owner. The owner's capacity to
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contribute to the coordinatep direct marketing effort is
thereby established.
2.

Investnorth Management Pty Ltd owns the business concerned
and is solely entitled to profit earned. Any such profit
will be assessed at the end of its accounting year.

39.

Supported Accommodation Assistance Program Projects

Mr BELL to'MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1. Which projects in the Northern Territory are funded under the
Supported Accommodation Assistance Program (SAAP) in each of
the following programs:
(a) the Youth Supported Accommodation Program (YSAP);
(b) the Women's Emergency Services Program (WESP); and
(c) the General Supported Accommodation Program
2. What is the cost of each pro'gram?
ANSWER
See following attachment.
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NORTHERN TERRITORY
SUPPORTED ACCOMMODATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
Question 1:

Funded Projects By Sub-Program at July 1986
1986/87 Budgets

Youth Supported Accommodation Program (YSAP)
YWCA - Casey House, Darwin
- Halfway House, Darwin
- Oakley House, Darwin

153 781
9 570
36 501

Women's Emergency Services Program (WESP)
Dawn House, Darwin
Women's Community House, Alice Springs
Salvation Army:
- Catherine House, Darwin
- Women's Crisis Centre, Katherine

210 123
189 274
85 142
128 782

General Supported Accommodation Program (GSAP)
Coalition of low income earners, Darwin
A New Start Towards Independence, Darwin
Crisis Accommodation in Gove, Nhulunbuy
Anglican Parish, Tennant Creek
Uniting Church, Tennant Creek
Salvation Army:
- Sunrise Homeless Persons, Darwin
- Sunrise Halfway House, Darwin
- Welfare Centre, Darwin
- Red Shield Hostel, Alice Springs
St Vincent de Paul
- Ozanam House, Darwin
- Giles Street Shelter, Katherine
- Bakhita Centre, Darwin
Total
Question 2:

10 185
74 502
22 266
601
11 838
75
22
36
82

809
679
825
619

110 155
20 658
75 419
$1 356 729

Cost of Each Sub-Program at July 1986

Youth Supported Accommodation Program (YSAP)
Women's Emergency Services Program (WESP)
General Supported Accommodation Program (GSAP)
Total
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199 852
613 321
546 556

$1 356 729

ANSWERS TO WRITTEN QUESTIONS

Installation of Electricity Meters
at Aboriginal Communities

41.

Mr BELL to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
1. How many meters were installed at:
(a) Amoonguna;
(b) Finke;
(c) Docker river; and
(d) Santa Teresa
under contract NQ 608 notified at page 17 of the Northern
Territory Government Gazette No. G24, dated 18 June 1986?
2. What was the
3.

~ho

~ost

of purchase of each meter?

was the supplier of the meters?

4. What was the schedule of rates?
ANSWER
1. The number of electricity meters installed were as follows:
(a) Amoonguna
(b) Finke
(c) Docker River
(d) Santa Teresa

50
42
56
118

2. The cost of each meter was $47.
3. The meters were supplied direct to the Commission by Email
and then to the installation contractor by NTEC.
4. The Schedule of Rates differs for each of the communities in
question.
The following sheets, one for each community, give values and
locations for all meter installations as installed by the
contractor. Values on these schedules are for installation
and miscellaneous materials only.
Meter boxes and meters were provided to the contractor from
Commission stores.
Costs for these materials are not included in the figures
shown in the schedules.
Also attached is Schedule 'A', (which can be viewed in the
Clerk's Office), a Schedule of types which indicates the type
of installations referred to in the above community sheets.
Those installations not showing a type number are variations
which were assessed individually on site.
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METER INSTALLATIONS AT AMOONGUNA
NO. OF
INSTALLATION

TYPE OF
INSTALLATION

INSTALLATION
LOCATION
$

1a

9 x 180

1620

Houses 2,3,16,17,18,
19, Toilet Block,
Toilet adj. HAl,
Managers House.

1a + Vari

6 x 195

1170

Block of flats, flat
1,2,3,4,5 &Laundry.

1a + Vari

2 x 263.50

3a

527

Houses 75 &87.
Houses 21,22, Toilet
55/250, 61,62,63,64,
65, Houses 74,88,89.

11 x 140

1540.

6b 3phase

1 x 100

100

8a

1 x 90

90

8b 3phase

1 x 355

355

Community Hall.

9a 1phase

2 x 140

280

Houses HAl, HA2.

9b 3phase

4 x 75

=

300

11a 1phase

1 x 250

=

250

TOTAL

38

6232
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Workshop.
Shed.

. Pensioners Quarters,
Sewerage Plant,
Health Centre,
H.A. Workshop.
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METER INSTALLATIONS AT FINKE
TYPE OF
INSTALLATION

INSTALLATION
LOCATION

NO. OF
INSTALLATION
$

Variation

1 x 390

390

Variation

10 x 225

2250

Variation

1 x 235

Variation

Finke Hotel 3phase.
Houses 4.11.13A.15.16.
31.32.33. Advisors.
1 Toilet and block.

235

3phase Bore.

1 x 450

450

3phase Bore.

Variation

1 x 265

265

Community Store 3phase.

7a + Vari

1 x 245

245

Bore Keepers House 1phase.

Variation

1 x 230

230

Telecom Repeater Station.

Variation

12 x 205

2460

3a

3 x 150

450

Houses 35.36.37.

8b

1 x 110

110

Bore.

TOTAL

32

=

7085

====
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Houses 6.8.9.12.13.14.
17.18.23.38.39 &
Police Station .•
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METER INSTALLATIONS AT DOCKER RIVER
TYPE OF
INSTALLATION

NO. OF
INSTALLATION

INSTALLATION
LOCATION
$

3a

16 x 190

Variation

1 x 425

Variation

3040

Houses 1,2,3,4,5,7,22,
27,28,29,30,31
'Community Office,
Women's Centre, Council
Outstations, Phone Room.

425

Garage.

J x 185

185

House 8.

Variation

1 x 185

185

Council Offi ce.

Vadation

1 x 225

225

House 26.

6b + Vari

1 x 420

420

Water Treatment Pump 2.

. Variation

1 x 560

560

School House •

Variation

2 x 880

1760

School &Essential
Services House.

3a + Vari

12 x 245

2940

Houses 6,10,15,16,17,
18,19,22,23,24,25,33.

4 x 150

600

6b

40

=

=

10 340
======
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ESO Carport, Water
Treatment Pump 1.
Bore I, Bore 2.
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page 1 of 2
METER INSTALLATIONS AT SANTA TERESA
TYPE OF
INSTALLATION

INSTALLATION
LOCATION

NO. OF
INSTALLATION
$

1a

8 x 145

1160

1a + Vari

3 x 185

555

34 x 145

4930

3a

Houses 192,307,308,318
324,325,326,237.
Houses 112,132.
Houses 102,106,126,127,
128,129,130,136,139,140,
141,142,143,144,145,146,
147,201,202,211,F12,213,
306,309,310~311,312,314,

315,316,321,323,338,339.
3a + Vari

3 x 175

525

8a

1 x 95

95

8b

1 x 105

105

3phase Art Room 82.

Variation

1 x 317

317

House 133.

Variation

1 x 217.50

217.50

House 119.

Variation

1 x 329

329

Building 205 Flats 1 & 2.

'Variation

1 x 145

145

Building 203 Flats 1 & 2.

Variation

1 x 357

357

Building 207 Flats 1 & 2~

Variation

Ix 364

364

Building 190 Flats 1& 2.

Variation

1 x 300

300

House 191.

Variation

1 x 217.50

217.50

House 193.

Variation

2 x 375

750

Houses 194,195.

Variation

1 x 280

280

House 197.

61

=/--

=

10 647

145

Houses 196,81 & School
Shed.
Cattle Shed 80.
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METER INSTALLATIONS AT SANTA TERESA
TYPE OF
INSTALLATION

NO. OF
INSTALLATION

page 2 of 2

INSTALLATION
LOCATION
$

61
Variation

1 x 315

Variation

1 x 362

Variation

1 x 450

Variation

10 647
315

House 198.

362

House 199.

450

House 200,

1 x 294

294

House 189.

Variation

1 x 145

145

House 94.

Variation

1 x 182.50

182.50

Church 83 •

Variation

1 x 200

. 200

Variation

1 x 240

240

Woodwork Room 85.

Variation

1 x 320

320

Recreation & Film Rm.86.

Variation

1 x 225

225

Church Home 87.

Variation

1 x 202.50

202.50

Telecom Repeater 98.

Variation

1 x 245

245

House 322.

Variation

4 x 170

680

Houses 180,302,303,305.

Variation

1 x 527

527

4 Flats B Block
& Public Power.

Variation

1 x 764.60

764.60

6 Flats A Block
& Public Power.

Variation

1 x 888.60

888.60

=

=

=

Cool Room 84.

6 Flats C Block
& Publ ic Power.

Variation

1 x 455
81

---

455
17 143.20
=========
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Funding of University College
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Recently, the Leader of the Opposition claimed that the federal government
would fund the University College if it were built at the Darwin Institute of
Technology and that the government was wasting $12m of taxpayers' money on the
old Darwin Hospital site. This allegation is of concern to me, and I ask
whether it is true.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I agree with the member that the Leader of the Opposition's
all egati on is a cause for concern. However, it is not the a11 egati on itself
that concerns me. Rather, it is the conduct of the Leader of the Opposition
which gives me cause for alarm. On 26 October, in his Sunday Territorian
column, the Leader of the Opposition wrote:
The Commonwealth Tertiary Education Commission has indi,cated that it
. w.i 11 recommend that the federa 1 government provi de funds for the
estab1 ishlJlent of the University College at theDIT. It has ruled out
funding for the old hospital site. The Hatton government is prepared
to sink at least $12m of our taxes into the old Darwin Hospital site,
knowing that it will forgo this money from the Commonwealth.
That is a lie, Mr Speaker, and the Leader of the Opposition knew it was a
lie when he wrote it.
Mr SPEAKER:
words.
Mr MANZIE:

Order!

The minister will

withdraw those unparliamentary

Mr Speaker, I withdraw that entire sentence.

The comments made by the Leader of-the Opposition in his column were
entirely untrue, and he knew that when he wrote it. He knows very well that
the federal government offe~ed only to fund the .Darwin Institute of Technology
for a total of 20 students a year to study a very limited number of university
subjects. That was it. There wou1 d be no money for added facil iti es or extra
administrative staff, just for 20 extra students a year.
The suggestion that the Territory government could have saved $12m by
going out to the Darwin Institute of Technology is an absolute fallacy. The
Leader of the O~position knows this, and I find it absolutely appalling that
he should knowingly attempt to mis1e~d the public in this manner. That
conduct is. totally inexcusable and is not befitting ofa member of this
Assembly. It is obviously too· much to expect tnat the Leader of the
Opposition will have the guts to retract publicly his misleading and
mischievous statement about the University College.
It cannot be expected
that he will understand why the Territory needs a university, because he is so
busy sucking up to his mates in C.anberra. However, in the hope that he will
begin to see sense, I would like him to consider the following facts.
Firstly, there have already been 180 formal applications for admission to
the University College. More than 120 of those are from Darwin students and a
further 27 from e1sewher~ in the. Northern Territory. Applications do not
close until the end of the month, but already 150 Territory students have
indicated that they want to receive a university education in the Territory.
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The Leader of the Opposition claims that the government is being
unreasonable but I would like to see him explain to 130 students that they
cannot attend university in the Territory because the federal government has
allowed only 20 places. I do not think too many of those students or their
families would think very much of that explanation. It is time that members
opposite stopped being apologists for their colleagues and mates in Canberra
and started to think and act like Territorians. If they are not prepared to
act in the interests of Territorians, they should get out of this Assembly
immediately so that people who are concerned about the rights of Territorians
can represent them here.
In this year alone, we have 500 students at interstate universities and
institutes of advanced education.' At present, 500 Territory students are
undertaking tertia'ry education outside the Territory but, despite this, the
number of Territorians •••
Mr Ede: Do they all come back?
Mr MANZIE: That is a brilliant interjection from the man who purports to
be the Deputy leader of the Opposition. One of the problems is that they do
not all come back. They get settled down south and we lose young
Territorians. We lose people who are undertaking university educadon
elsewhere because they cannot get it here, but berkhead over there ..•
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable minister is sailing very close to the
wind. He will withdraw that last remark.
Mr MANZIE:

Mr Speaker, I withdraw that remark.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition has great difficulty in getting this
He does not want. to know about it
and he closes his mind to it. However, 500 Territorians are interstate
receiving tertiary education. Despite this, the number of Territory Year 12
students who go on to university is less than 33%' of the national average.
That is an alarming situation. I am beginning to wonder whether the Leader of
the Opposition is trying to reduce that figure even further. He has the hide
to criticise the Territory government for spending $6m to refurbish the old
Darwin Hospital, but he knows it would cost more to build a free-standing
University College at the Darwin Institute of Technology. He is aware that
the DIT is already stretched to its 1imit and can barely cope with its present
load and tha~ the federaT government has been forced to caVe in recently and
allocate $7.7m for an administration block to cater for the present student
load. To cater for the present load, the federal government is to-spend $7.7m
and yet the Leader of the Opposition says that the university should go there!
1ittle bit of information through his head.

He knows that the hospital site has enough room for expansion, at very
little extra cost, for many yea~s to come, and that it is right next door to
residential accommodation. He knows that the University College of the
Northern Territory is going to be a success. He is running scared because he
can suddenly see that something is happening and that people are behind it.
Students are behind it. He realised suddenly that his stand on the University
College has left him in a most embarrassing position. He will be revealed as
a man who has done his best to act against the interests of Territorians.
The members of the Territory government recognise that we have a clear
duty to provide the best for young Territorians, and that is what we are doing
with the University College. It makes me extremely angry to see someone like
the Leader of the Opposition stoop to using students as political
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cannon-fodder. That is what he is doing and it is nothing less than
despicable. He would do himself and the Territory a great deal of good if he
went to Canberra and asked his mates why Territory students should not be
treated as other Australians are. Why doesn't he demand to know why
Territorians are not considered good enough to be allowed a university
education and why they are not deemed fit to receive allowances such as TEAS?
I would like to know why, because I cannot understand it. The only reasons I
can see for it are vile political ones. It is despicable.
In the Sunday Territorian, the Leader of the Opposition went on to offer
to take a lie detector test. That would be a good idea; we would find out
whether he has actually done anything to help the Territory's bid for a
university. We might find out why he found it necessary to mislead the public
on the issue or if he considered himself to be a Territory politician or just
some kind of Canberra clone.
I bet his good mates, Bob Collins and
Ted Robertson, would like to ask him a few questions, probably about Senate
preselection.
Mr Speaker, you can rest assured that the Leader of the Opposition has got
it wrong again. I am very pleased to be able to say in this Assembly that the
federal opposition spokesman on education, Hon Peter Shack, has stated quite
clearly and concisely that a federal coalition government would fund TEAS for
Territory students at the University College.
It would recognise the
University College and fund it as such. At least there is some light at the
end of the tunnel because we know that eventually the coalition will take over
as the federal government of this country and then young Territorians will be
treated as Australians and not as members of a foreign country as those people
over there, members of the Australian Labor Party, would have it.
Carpentaria Pty Ltd
Mr EDE to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
I refer him to my question on the last day of the last sittings and the
question I placed on notice on this subject. Is he in a position to advise
the Assembly why the $9443 loan by the CLP front company, Carpentaria Pty Ltd,
to pay the member for Barkly's travel allowance debts, does not appear in the
return lodged with the Registrar of Companies and, considering that the loan
constitutes trading, why the company has been allowed to continue to operate
with non-trading status?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, due to the complexity of the provlslons concerning annual
returns and accounts under the old Companies Act and the Companies (Northern
Territory) Code, I ask that any questions relating to Carpentaria be put on
notice.
1 would like to say that, at this stage, ther~ is absolutely no evidence
whatsoever of any false or misleading information or omissions in breach of
the Companies Act in regard to any 'action by, or the returns of, Carpentaria
Pty Ltd.
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Meat Inspection Service
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER ·for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
Given his stated intention that the Commonwealth is to take over the meat
inspection service in the Northern Territory, can, he assure me that Department
of Primary Industry inspectors will carry out their role in accordance with
the Territory's wishes and that another Mudginberri-type issue will not occur
in the future?
ANSWER
,Mr Speaker, I can well understand' the concerns of the member for
Koolpinyah who has written to me on this matter. A reply is on its way to
her. The transfer of the domestic meat inspection service to the federal meat
inspection body has been on the books for quite some time. At the time of the
Mudginberri dispute, it was delayed because of fears that, if federal meat
inspection were extended to our domestic abattoirs, it might cause chaos in
the Territory meat industry; At least the domestic meat inspection was able
to continue and we were able to kill in domestic abattoirs.
That prompted a series 'of discussions and resulted in agreement between
the federal Meat Inspection Service and the Territory government that, if a
strike were in place in a domestic facility, ona letter from our
Administrator to the Secretary:of the federal Meat Inspection Service, we
could send in our own inspectors and kill for the local market. That is how
we are managing the domestic meat inspection service now, and that is what we
did during' the Mudginberri dispute when it was necessary to put in our own
veterinarians and stock inspectors to do the work. Of course, our people are
well qualified to do that.
In fact, in many cases they are more highly
qualified than the federal meat inspectors. When this is in place, some of
our inspectors will go across to the federal Meat .Inspection Service, on a
better deal than that enjoyed by federal persons currently, because of their
qualifications.
There has been some concern about whether we can override the federal Meat
Inspection Service and put our own people in. The Department of Law is
looking at that and we hope to have an opinion in the very near future. If
that is forthcoming, we should be able to put the federal Meat Inspection
Service into place in Territory domestic abattoirs in the very near future.
Training of our personnel in the meat inspection trade will be provided and
that will be a~ ongoing process within the present facilities. Only 1 of the
present domestic abattoirs, a small facility in Arnhem Land, will continue to
be inspected by our own people.
As I said, I' am aware of the concern expressed by some people at the
poss i bil ity that we may see all o.ur abattoi rs out of 'acti on because of a
strike in the federal Meat Inspection Service area. However, should that
occur, I believe that the rules and guidelines that have been laid down will
be able to overcome that and we will be able to put our own inspectors into
domestic abattoirs so that killing for the domestic market can continue.
Annaburroo Buffalo
Mr LEO to MINISTER for LANDS
How was the government able to lose a herd of prime buffalo from
Annaburroo Station, and can press reports be confirmed that the value of the
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lost herd was some $300 OOO? Was this a direct loss to Territory taxpayers or
is any or all of this stock recoverable?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I have a detailed response to the ~ember's question. It is
necessary to go into some of the history of the purchase of Annaburroo
,Station, and the situation in relation to the alleged missing cattle.
Mr Speaker, you would be aware that, earlier this year or late last year,
the Assembly was informed that the Northern Territory government purchased
Annaburroo for several purposes. One was to develop tourism infrastructure
between Darwin and Kakadu. A second was to'provide some infrastructure for
the development of buffalo blocks and a third was to set land aside for the
Conservation Commission. A committee of officers of the departments involved
was put together to advise the government on the likely outcome. During that
period, the Northern Territory Development Corporation purchased the block
known as Annaburroo Station and, since then, the area known as the Bark Hut
Inn has been sold. An area has been identified for the Conservation
Commission and areas have been set aside for future sale as buffalo
blocks.
i
'
In December 1985, Annaburroo Station was purchased wit~ an estimated
2450 head of stock of which 1150 were estimated to be in the eradication
component of the BTEC program. The NT DC did not undertake a muster or survey
of the stock at the time. It was well known that the stock were in poor to
fair condition, not of the best qual ity, and with a h·istory of relatively high
levels of tuberculosis and poor BTEC progress. At purchase, there was no
,muster and no guarantee was given as to numbers and the classification of
livestock. $167 000 was apportioned to the value of the livestock,plant and
equipment.' Accordingly; about $150 000 was a realistic value of the livestock
at commencement.
On 14 July, the thief Minister announced that land control and management
undertaken by the Northern Territory Development Corporation would be handled
by the Department of Lands in future. On 19 July, the Department of Lands
inspected the property and surveyed the stock, and estimated that 1050 were on
the property under the BTEC program. On 12 August 1986, the -Department, of
Lands became the managing agent of Annaburroo as part of the transfer of
functions from the Northern Territory Development Corporation. On 19 August,
the Departments of Primary Production and Lands held wide-ranging discussions
on the future managemeht program for Annaburroo including, in general terms,
res pons i bil ityfor mustering the property. These plans were approved by the
Northern Territory Development Corporation on 21 August.
During the first half of August, NTDC advertised for expressions of
interest to purchase Annaburroo. The advertisement contained the estimate of
2450 head of mixed stock. On 2 September,the applications were handed to the
Department of Lands for investigation. Several applications were received but
a successful'bid had not been announced. That delay was due to uncertainty
about changes in the status of the BTEC program, stock numbers, valuations,
legal encumbrances on the property and the business credentials of some of the
applicants. ,
In late August, 9 neighbours and contractors were invited to quote for
mustering Annaburroo and 5 written quotations were received.
On 29 Augus~,
Mr Donald Hoar' was advised that he would be awarded the contract. Specific
instructions concerning testing and retention of stock were confirmed in
writing on 24 September 1986. I have a copy of that letter and I will read it
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for the member's information. It is addressed to Mr Donald Hoar concerning
contract muster on Annaburroo:
(1) Please ensure that the maximum number of buffalo mustered from
the buffalo paddock are tested and returned to the same paddock.
These are to include females to 5 years, males to 2 years, weaner
buffalo.
(2) Buffalo from bush area, Mt Goyder paddock. Females to 4 years
and weaner buffalo to be tested and put in buffalo paddock.
(3) White .buffalo, of which there are at least 3 in the Donkey Hill
paddock and one in the Mt Goyder paddock, are to go to the yards at
Annaburroo roadhouse.
(4) No more young buffalo from Marrakai Station are required.
these into buffalo paddock please.

Test

(5) When mustering jointly for Terry Baldwin and Annaburroo, please
include the conservation reserve north of the Arnhem Highway and west
of the Mary River. These stock to be turned off with Annaburroo
brand NFT.
Mr Hoar was ,given
contract.

specific~

instructions on what he had to do under the

My ministerial colleague received some information, through the
Cattl emen' s Council a.nd the buffalo industry, that there were rumours that
some funny things were going on at Annaburroo. He wrote a minute to me and I
resPQndedto him on 17 September advising him of progress to that date. On
29 September, 49 weaners from old destocked feral cows'were tested and 6% TB
was detected at post mortems. There were 3 animals with lesions. A further
1320 mixed stock were yarded and turned off to abattoirs before the end of
October for 1.3% TB lesions.
With ,respect to the yarding of previously tested and tagged stock, the
contractor advised that he was instructed to take all stock from the yards for
slaughter because of the high reaction percentage, and he did that. The mobs
were in separate yards and the test results of 1 should not have affected the
fate of others.
It is unclear who gave the authorisation to the contractor
and in what circumstances or if, indeed, any authorisation was given. These
circumstances are the subject of a police investigation. It is not expected
tha t th is i nves t i ga t i on will be conc 1uded unt nat 1eas t the end of November,
at which stage it will be known whether criminal charges can be made or
whether further inquiries should occur under the Public Service Act.
r

The contractor advised that he had trucked a total of 1339 mixed stock and
turned· 220 back into the paddocks. He estimates that'more than 550 stock
remain unmusteredon the property. Thus, it is estimated that about 800 stock
remain on the property. This has not been confirmed, but these numbers
indicate that a shortfall of 300 to 400 mixed stock between numbers estimated
at purchase and those later advertised for resale without any check muster or
survey. This matter is being investigated by the police also.
The claim about $250 000 worth of valuable breeding stock is not right.
It has to be refuted. For one thing, various people who have been involved in
the muster assert that very little work had been done with the stock in the
last' few years. Secondly, the government will receive 30% of the value of
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stock turned off. The muster revealed that there was nota substantial
domesticated, tested breeding herd and that, in fact, there were no mQre than
200 to 300 such breeders.
People who know the Annaburroo area and the surrounding countryside would
realise that, since NTDC first took over, there have been a-few problems.
Fences have been down and stock have wandered from one end of the property to
the other.
Accusations about shenanigans involving fraud concerning
government funds are certainly not correct. When I found out, on 23 October,
that there were some funny things. going on, I consulted with the acting
Secretary of the Department of Lands. We decided that the matter should be
put into the hands of the police. We did not refer it to the Stock Squad
because its powers are limited. We decided to place it into the hands of the
Fraud Squad which has a greater range of investigatory powers. That is where
it is at at the moment.
When I came into the Assembly today, I had it in mind to ask that any
questions on this subject be placed on notice because the matter is under
investigation by the police. However, because of the adverse publicity and
the way ~ particular journalist with the NT News has been reporting this
topic - saying that something is wrong, somebody has to be held responsible,
and let's go and hang the cattle duffer - I decided to answer today. I do not
believe that it is correct to point the finger and accuse people. That is why
I would prefer to wait until such time as the Fraud Squad comes back with its
report so that the government can decide on further action.
Annaburroo Buffalo
Mr LEO to MINISTER for LANDS
I have a supplementary question. I would appreciate it if the minister
could provide the answer now. Did the vendor or the purchaser of Annaburroo
Station estimate that the number of stock on the property, and included in the
sale price, was 2500?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I understand that, at the time, the Baldwin family had
indicated that to be the number of stock on the property. It was difficult to
give a correct estimate because of the season. I believe, and I would ,not
like to stand on the record in relation to this, that we obtained a valuation
from the Valuer-General of the approximate number of cattle on the property
before NTDC purchased it.
Traffic in Vanderlin Drive
i

Mr FINCH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Given the increased traffic on Vanderlin Drive in the northern suburbs of
Darwin ~nd the inherent increased danger to motorists and pedestrians, what
works are proposed by his department to improve the traffic flow, particularly
in the vicinity of the Hibiscus Shopping Centre?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker. the department plans to commence duplication of traffic lanes
on Vanderlin Drive early next financial year. That work will extend from Lee
Point Road to Patterson Street. a distance of some 2.2 km. The new facility
will provide 2 through lanes in each carriageway with left turn slip lanes and.
sheltered right lanes approaching intersecti6ns. The intersections at Lee
Point Road. Leanyer Drive and Patterson Street will be upgraded substantially
as part of the work which is estimated to cost some $1.65m. I believe that
the use of side lanes will make driving considerably safer fo~ the motoring
public.
Disappearance of Norman Lawson
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
In the light of confusing press reports that police have concluded their
investigation into the disappearance of Norman Lawson. what is the current
status of police inquiries?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker. I would be happy to give a report. although' happy' is
probably the wrong terminology. It has been quite a difficult and tragic
situati.on. Norman Lawson is a 16 year-old boy who went missing in the region
of the South Alligator whilst in the company of a number of people on the
morning pf Wednesday 22 October this year. A number of allegations and
suggestions have been made in the media and there is considerable confusion
about what occurred to young Norman on that day. The matter is still subject
to extensive investigation simply because no one is quite sure what happened.
From the information I have been able to obtain from discussions and
briefings with the poltce, it appears that, early- in the morning of that day.
Norman went fishing with a throw net at a nearby billabong or river. He was
barefoot and dressed in shorts and a T-shirt and carried the throw net. He
was seen to come back at about 6.30 am or 7 am. after which he proceeded up
the road away from the camp without any change of clothing and still carrying
the throw net. After that. he 1iterally vanished. It was assumed that he had
gone fishing in another of the billabongs in the area. There are several
billabongs in the vicinity. I will read the police report:
He was last seen by 2 of the party who, although still in their
swags. were awake. The other 2 were told of his disappearance after
they awoke about 8 am. It was not until about 2 hours after he was
last seen that the group commenced the search.
understand that the other people thought he had gone fishing.
Searthes on foot were then conducted each side of the river
downstream for a distance of 0.75 km to 1 km and upstream on the
- western bank for the same distance. As w~ll. Potter and Waye drove
along the roads back to the Bark Hut and Cooinda as well as around
the surrounding bi1labongs. No trace was found of the boy. They
remained at the camp until 4 pm to 5 pm. after which they travelled
into Cooinda. Mr Potter alleges he told a ranger. Mr Peter Sullivan.
about the missing boy. Mr Sullivan was at the hotel drinking at thetime and Potter alleges Sullivan said he would alert other rangers.
Sullivan denies he was told about the boy but admitted he did speak
to Potter.
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Potter and Waye remained at Patonga that night and travelled to
Jabiru with the other couple and an Aboriginal person the following
day. Potter negotiated the sale of the boy's rifle to the Aboriginal
for $80 because he was short of money. He left th~ couple at Jabiru
and returned to Patonga that afternoon, staying there until some time
on Friday, when he and Waye left to travel to Pine Creek camping en
route that night and arriving Saturday morning. Waye was arrested
that afternoon and Potter went on to Katherine.
With another.lady, I might say.
Waye returned to Darwin and Potter was lOcated by Wave Hill police on
the road near Delamere Station on the following M()nday, 27 October.
Other property belong.ing to the boy had been packed up by his
companions and, with the, exception of the rifle, was located in
Potter's vehicle. The vehicle has been examined by crime scene
examiners and is to be further examined. The rifle has been
recovered from the person who purchased it and is also being
examined.
Information has been received from local Aboriginals
(Patonga), that a large crocodile has been located in a large lake
upstream from the camp, and in the direction the boy was apparently
heading. Efforts are being made to capture it.
Information was received from Mataranka police this date that
2 persons, after viewing the photograph of the boy on television on
Monday 3 November, believed that they sighted him at Mataranka with
another youth about 29 October. These people are being interviewed
further to attempt to obtain more particulars of the sighting. It is
far from conclusive that it was the missing boy.
At the present time, there is no preferred theory as to what happened
to the boy. Several scenari os are poss i b1e, and 1 is that he has met
with foul play. However, there is no evidence to support the
proposition that he was done any harm by any of his camping
companions.
Investigations are continuing and all information that
comes to hand is being pursued~
Masters Games in Al ice Springs,
Mr POOLE to MINISTER for YOUTH, SPORT and RECREATION
What impact did the Masters Games have on Alice Springs, and what was
relevance to sport and tourism in the ~orthern Territory?

its

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am very pleased indeed to report on the wonderful success of
the inaugural Australian Games for Mast~rs in Alice Springs. That success was
ensured by the tremendous amount of organisation behind the games, despite the
fact that we had a relatively short lead time. ,The games concept came into
being some 12 months ago and, given that the authority for us to go ahead was
not granted until about October or November last year, it was no mean task to
get sponsors into place and to inform the various sporting organisations
throughout Australia what the games were about.
I must confess that~ in late July and early August this year, as minister
responsible I was quite nervous about the low number of nominations we had for
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the games. However, I am very pleased to report that, finally,
1007 competitors registered. 92 entries were received for additional sports
and another 300 people participated in the fun run, giving us a total
participation of about 1500 people. That was quite a remarkable achievement
with the very short lead time that we had.
I would like to congratulate the organisers. Dawn Fraser played a
magnificent role in bringing the games together. Organisations such as CREST
and the sports medicine people put in a tremendous effort. A number of these
people gave their services voluntarily and contributed an enormous amount to
the games themselves. The contribution of private sponsors such as Honda
Australia . was quite significant.
In various forms - cash, products,
advertising, air fares and ground support - in excess of $180 000 was
contributed. Despite hiccups and nervousness on our part, the expected
government underwriting figure of $150 000 towards the games was below budget
and we stayed within that figure.
The impact on the Northern Territory from the games has been enormous. It
does not take a Rhodes Scholar to work out the dollars spent by the
1500 competitors and the support people who came with them, as well as their
relatives and friends. Many dollars were spent in the central Australian area
during the 10 days or .so that they were there. There was tremendous media
coverage, particularly through the print media, and some of the southern
television stations were wise enough to take coverage of the various events.
It was very pleasing to see people of all ages, from a 25-year-old swimming
competitor to a competitor who was 86 years of age, participating in the
21 sports.
The Northern Territory can be very proud indeed of holding the inaugural
Masters Games. This innovation in sport is growing rapidly and I am very
pleased to say that already I have Cabinet approval to host the 1988 games to
be held in central Australia again. I will be going to Melbourne at the end
of these sittings to confirm this with the Confederation of Australian Sport.
I do not know whether or not it is proper for me to announce in these
sittings that Honda Australia has been awarded the National Sporting
Sponsorship· Award by the Confederation of Australian Sport for its
contribution towards the inaugural Masters Games held in central Australia.
That is a feat that we ought to be very proud of because it took a company of
the magnitude of Honda, in its wisdom and foresight, to see that these games,
and the initiative shown by the Northern Territory government and the people
of the Northern Territory in their contribution towards sport, was significant
enough for the company to want to be involved. I think that is great.
I believe that the General Manager, Mr Suzuki, will be flying to Melbourne,
to have discussions with me in early December. Despite the fact that this
company is losing millions of dollars a month at the moment because of the
various taxes that the federal government has imposed, I anticipate that we
can still encourage it to be involved in th~ Australian Masters Games to be
held in Alice Springs in 1988.
Rural Industry in Alice Springs Region
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
Given the success of horticulture in the Top End,are there any plans to
diversify rural industry in the Al ice Springs region or will the emphasis
remain with the pastoral industry?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the question of horticultural research in central Australia
is, no doubt, of great interest to yourself.
Mr Bell:

There isn't much in Braitling.

Mr McCARTHY:

But he gets round a bit more than some people down there do.

Recently,
Horticultural research for central Australia is broadening.
went to have a look at the Territory's grape farm at Pine Hill, which is
progressing very well. It has been established by 3 farmers from the Mildura
Menindee areas of Victoria and New South Wales in an attempt to obtain an
early market for their grapes. They moved from Mildura to Menindee to get a
couple of weeks ahead with grape production and, by moving to Pine Hill, they
pick up a further 3 or 4 weeks and can get a much earlier market for their
products.
Considerable research is being done into grape production in the Ti Tree
area. I know the member for Sadadeen has an interest in that area and is one
of the 4 people who are involved in grape production in the Ti Tree are~.
Research is being conducted into date farming and we are looking at the
potential of the Deep Well district. A water search is in progress to prove
up water for horticulture in the Deep Well area and we expect that we will be
able to bring about 400 ha into ~roduction in that area in the near future.
Whilst I was at the research farm in Alice Springs, I saw a very nice crop of
asparagus which is doing very well in the Centre. There is room for stone
fruits as well and research is under way in respect of that. I am told that
they would grow quite well in the Deep Well area.
Pastoral research will probably continue as the major rural industry in
the centre of Australia. I do not think that horticulture will overtake it
for a while. However, the Territory government is putting a great deal of
effort into extending the horticultural potential for central Australia and
will continue to do so and improve it year by year.
Roadside Inns
Mr BELL to MINISTER for TOURISM
Last night's NT News carried the headline: 'Hanrahan Raps Roadside Inns'.
My extensive rural electorate contains many such premises and I ask which
roadside inns in my electorate are 'inadequate or unsatisfactory', to use his
own words?
'
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, when I have finalised the recommendations of the Roadside Inn
Review Committee which have been reviewed recently by the Tourist Advisory
Council, which is representative of every tourist promotion association that
exists in the Territory and which ratified the original recommendations in
that report, I will be taking them to Cabinet with a suggestion for a course
of action and then make the document public; At that time, I will be more
than happy to make the report available to the member for MacDonnell.
I must reiterate that it is no secret that, early in the new year, the
Northern Territory Tourist Commission will be embarking on a major campaign
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aimed at the motorist. We have found that the sealing of the south road
requires massive promotion. Planning is almost finalised and the promotion
will be done in conjunction with the South Australian Department of Tourism.
It is also no secret-that many of the facilities along various major routes
into the Territory would not be considered adequate anywhere else in Australia
to meet the normal demands of the motoring tourist. It is 'the intentinn of
the government to address those deficiencies in a very reasonable and
practical way so that tourists coming into the Territory can receive the
services that they expect anywhere else.
Pine Gap
Mr FIRMIN to CHIEF MINISTER
In view of the constant misinformation emanating from the peace groups in
the Alice Springs region, can he advise me what sort of defence contingency
plans are in place for Pine Gap near Alice Springs?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the honourable member for his question even though it
is rather difficult to give an answer to it.
Firstly, civil defence
arrangements of this nature are a Commonwealth responsibility. In respect of
civil disasters, civil defence is handled by the states.
However, those
associated with military or wartime matters are the responsibility of the
Commonwealth using the civil defence infrastructure in the states. The
situation has been a matter of concern for. some years now, and the states and
the Northern Territory have been pressing the Commonwealth to issue some clear
guidelines and directions so that proper civil defence arrangements can be put
in place.
At a civil defence symposium held in October of this year, the closing
address was delivered by Hon Kim Beazley, Minister for Defence. The minister
commented that his department had been developing a report on civil defence
measures for the protection of communities located near joint defence
facilities. If this report is translated into action, the Northern Territory
will be able to develop some relevant civil defence contingency plans in
cooperation with the federal government.
The process of developing those
contingency plans has been frustrated by the_Commonwealth's failure to develop
appropriate plans. I look forward to Minister Beazley following through and
putting those into place so that we can do our bit to have this matter settled
properly and finally.
ANSWER TO QUESTION
Carpentaria Pty Ltd
Mr MANZIE (Attorney-General): Mr Speaker, earlier I was asked a question
by the member for Stuart regarding Carpentaria Pty Ltd. I wish to advise that
I now ~now that written question No 31 was sent to me regarding the matter. I
have supplied a written answer and forwarded it to the member for Stuart.
Clearly, it has not arrived at his office yet. He is probably wondering what
is in the envelope, as a result-of recent events. However, I undertake to
obtain a copy of that written answer- an'd I will provide it to the honourable
member tomorrow.
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Review of, Tendering and Purchasing Procedures
Mr FIRMIN to CHIEF MINISTER
What stage has been reached in the review of purchasing and tendering
procedures that he announced earlier this year?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker~ during 1985 and 1986, a move' taking place nationally was
causing some concern in the Northern Territory, particularly to the business
community. There was pressure to remove 1oca 1 financi a1 preference
arrangements throughout Australia. As part of that move, the Industry and
Technology Ministers Conference held in November 1985 put forward some
proposals to establish industrial supplies offices. The member for Wagaman
represented the minister at that conference and, following discussions with
the minister, issued a press release ,stating that the Northern Territory
government would be moving to participate in the implementation of an
industrial capacity service in the Northern Territory.
'
During early 1985, there was continuing concern about purchasing and
tendering procedures in the Northern Territory, and the ability for Northern
Territory businesses to maximise their share of government contracts. This
subject was near and dear to my heart for many years in my previous occupation
with the Confederation of Industry and Commerce. I had made considerable
representation to the government of the day seeking improvement in purchasing
and tendering procedures.
When I had the opportunity as Chief Minister, I moved immediately to
institute a proper and thorough investigation of all purchasing and tendering
practices in the Northern Territory in order to develop systems which would
maximise the opportunity for local businesses to gain the advantage of earning
the Northern Territory government's dollar and to create spin-off effects
throughout the Northern Territory economy, including job creation. To that
end, the review committee was formed. -It comprised the Secretary of the
Department of Business, Technology and Communications, the Executive Director
of the Master Builders Association, the Executive Director of the
Confederation of Industry and Commerce and 1 of the consultants with the
NO,rthern Trade and Marketi ng Servi ces Bureau, Nortrade.
That group has been me~ting quite consistently. It has circulated more
than 1000 questionnaires, conducted interviews with interested parties in
regional centres, held discussions with officers from the government's major
spending departments and advertised for and received written submissions from
the general public ahd industry generally. I set a 3-month deadline for the
first report and that period has now expired. A number of Cabinet submissions
have been put through the system to commence the implementation of a series of
procedures that will change the nature' of purchasing and tendering
significantly and remove some of the red tape and delays that limit the
capacity of local business to participate, particularly in government contract
work. We are equally conscious of the need to ensure that our local business
suppliers and,contractors are given the best opportunity to participate in
work in the primary industry areas. It is most important to ensure that the
people who make purchasing or tendering decisions are aware of what is
available locally.
As a result of this total review, the government has now adopted
2 recommendations. First, we have set in place a strategy on government
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purchasing and tendering procedures which will lead to a total review over the
next 6 weeks of all of our purchasing and tendering details and administrative
arrangements. The process is established, has been approved by Cabinet and is
under way. It will involve the formation of an industrial supplies office.
The government ~ill fund a joint venture company of the Confederation of
Industry and Commerce and the Master Builders Association. A joint venture
company, called Territory Exhibitions Pty Ltd, is in operation already. It is
the company which runs Northern Territory Expo. It has been in operation for
some time and provides a vehicle for the operations of an industrial supplies
office.
Mr B. Collins:

Another win for the Labor Party.

Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, I knew the honourable member for Arafura had to
jump at that. If the member,for Arafura had listened carefully, he would know
that I commenced my answer by making the point that this particular proposal,
was first suggested by the government in November 1985 - 3 months before the
Labor Party even opened its mouth on the subject.
Mr B. Collins:

Rubbisb!

Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, we know that the opposition members' Labor mates
told them what was going on during the ministerial conference and they thought
they would try to jump on the bandwagon. We recognised that, but we let them
have their run for the year and make a lot of noise about it while we did the
work to put it in place. All they said was that we needed an industrial
supplies office. The fact is that an industrial supplies office, by itself,
is not sufficient. It needs to be part of a total package of arrangements
that addresses the whole issue of purchasing and tendering and the
manufacturers and suppliers directory which is already in place. This
government is doing that and, over the next 6 months, a series of initiatives
will be announced as we tackle every aspect of purchasing and tendering.
I
appreciate that the opposition is somewhat chagrined by the fact that we have
done this.
Mr Smith: We are elated in fact.
Mr Leo:

We need some decent management in the Territory.

Mr HATTON: I really appreciate that, and I thank the member for Nhulunbuy
for his compliment.
Members interjecting.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! I would remind honourable members that question time
is being broadcast and, in the past, there have .been many comments about the
noisy interjections which prevent listeners hearing both the questions and the
replies.
Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, this is the first of a series of initiatives that
will be announced. A matter will go before Cabinet this week dealing with the
issue of the establishment of a single tendering board.
Flowing from that
will be a series of decisions relating to arrangements in respect of
pre-qualification and preselection of ,tenders, the limits within which a
matter needs to go to tender, delegations to departments, review and
coordination of purchasing and tendering, and the standardisation of
procedures through government departments and authorities to simplify
procedures for private industry in tendering so that different authorities are
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not using different procedures, different arrangements or different methods of
forming contracts. This is a significant initiative and I congratulate review
committee on its work.
It has been a very difficult and complex task to
resolve a difficulty that has been baffling government for many years. That
group was faced with considerable pressure to do a job quickly, perhaps too
quickly, simply to have a decision made. It h~d the courage to stand by its
approach of deal i ng with the matter comprehensively. It is a fact ofl ife
that, if a job is done properly to start with, solutions are arrived at more
quickly. To all those people who have been criticising this government for
indecision or slowness in completing processes, I say that it is far better to
do the job properly than merely to do the job quickly.
Government Tenders
.Mr SMITH to TREASURER
I congratulate the government on picking up the industrial supplies office
idea. The timing is exquisite. Is it normal policy for the government to
notify tenderers merely by telex that they have been awarded a government
contraci?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I understand that the circumstances of notification can be
varied.
From time to time, formal written notification can be suppl ied to
successful tenderers or they may be notified by telex.
School Buses
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
What is the current situation regarding the changeover from the use of
government buses to the use of private buses on some school bus runs,
particularly as it affects the Darwin rural area and the attendance at private
schools in Darwin of children from the rural area?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it is now well known that the government intends to amalgamate
the public transport system with the private transport system in some feeder
areas, especially in the northern suburbs. In the past, we have had a school
bus service to take children to school and an almost parallel public transport
system. In about June or July of this year, it was decided to amalgamate
these services in the interest of better efficiency and economy.
The dedicated school bus service in Darwin will be abolished from
January 1987. At that time, the Darwi n Bus Servi ce will make transport
available to all members of the publiC, including school children, on existing
or amended Darwin Bus Service routes. School children will be able to travel
to and from school by publ ic transport although those students travell ing to
schools some distance from their homes may have to change buses at
interchanges located at Darwin, Casuarina and Palmerston.
Public transport
service frequency will improve. During peak periods, there will be a service
every 15 minutes on many routes. The rationalisation of a service combining
the Darwin Bus Service and contract buses in the Darwin urban area will save
the government money and allow for an improvement in the frequency of service.
Savings will be in the order of $750 000 in the first year.
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Safety issues are being examined on a school-by-school basis. Potential
problems are being identified and bus routes and bus stops are being planned
to eliminate any potential danger points. This aspect will be monitored
in 1987 as the new system is introduced. Liaison has already commenced with
the schools. Representatives of the Darwin Bus Service are speaking with
school councils, again on a school-by-school basis.
Problems such as
pedestrian congestion at bus stops are being addressed. Some minor staggering
of the starting and finishing times of schools by 5 to 10 minutes will greatly
assist in easing any congestion and the assistance of the school councils is
being sought in that regard. A school bus telephone hot line will be
established and a 9rochure informing the residents of the Darwin urban and
rural areas of the changes has been prepared and will be distributed to 20 000
households.
In relation to the rural area, the integration of school bus runs will
occur at the start of the school year and school children will be required to
use a schedule modified to suit overall needs. However, dedicated buses will
continue to service schools and children in the rural area although routes
will be modified to be more cost effective. Children in the rural area, who
wish to travel to high schools and private schools in Darwin, will be able to
travel in dedicated buses to Palmerston and transfer to the normal Darwin Bus
Service for transport to their particular school. Account is being taken of
the needs and requi rements of school chil dren, inc 1udi ng safety issues, duri ng '.
'the current review of Darwin bus routes and timetables.
Darwin Bus Service officers are liaising with all schools concerned jn
this exercise and, when details are finalised, they will be sent to schools
and parents. In addition, officers of the-Department of Transport and Works
and the Darwin Bus Service are meeting regularly on a weekly basis for
briefings and are trying to identify potential problems that may occur ,early
in the school year.
I have asked the bus service officers to consider
implementation of the new runs by the middle of January 1987 so that we can
see how the routes and timetables work out before the commencement of the
school year~ That is something that we are concerned about.
We expect the new system to run smoothly, but wish to anticipate any
problems that might arise. For the information of honourable members, in the
past it has been the practice to try to cater for the needs of every person
within the community. In SQl)1e instances, a bus has taken 1 child to school.
The cost to the taxpayer of such an exerci se . is very onerous. We sha 11
monitor the situation very carefully. Hopefully, before school breaks up this
year, most schools will be notified of the intended schedules and routes.
Aerial Medical Service
Mr SMITH to TREASURER
On whose authority was a telex sent to Skywest on 23 October this year
accepting its tender for the aero-medical service? Secondly, was a senior
public servant instructed to ring Skywest on 24 October to inform it not to
take any action on the basis of the telex sent the previous day and, if so,
who instructed the public servant to take that action?
Mr HANRAHAN (Leader of Government Business):
A
point
of
order,
Mr Speaker! The government considers that the question put by the Leader of
the Opposition concern~a matter which is sub judice. I request a ruling.
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Mr SMITH (Opposition Leader): Mr Speaker, this Assembly has a legitimate
right to demand information on the pr.ocedures that this government has used in
any matter, particularly one as controversial as the Skywest contract.
You
will be aware that the injunction proposed by 1 of the parties involved in the
tender process concerns a very specHi c aspect of the tender documents, not
the procedures followed by the government in assessing the tender. My
questions are directed at the procedures adopted by the government in
assessing the tenders.
They are not directed at the content of the tenders
which is the subject of the injunction brought by 1 of the companies involved.
Mr B. COLLINS (Arafura): Mr Speaker, there is no standing ord~r relating
to the question of sub judice. It isa parliamentary convention which is
always overridden in the case of a matter that is in the public interest.
Mr MANZIE (Attorney-General): Mr Speaker, standing order I, General Rule,
says:
'In all particular cases not provided for hereinafter ... resort shall
be had to the practice of the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of
Australia'.
Petti fer is explicit in pointing out that the discretion is
entirely yours, Mr Speaker. The sub judice convention is covered on pages 464
and 465.
It is rather disappointing, when the members opposite are fully
aware of the convention ...
Mr B. Collins:

Tell that to the member for Barkly.

Mr SPEAKER: Order!
cease interjecting.

The member for Arafura was heard in silence and will

Mr MANZIE: The opposition's behaviour is rather disappointing, given that
it is fully aware of the parliamentary convention.
I think it is worth
reminding members of the Assembly of the convention. I will quote from
Petti fer:
The· practice of the House of Representatives is as follows:
application of the sub judice rule is subject ~lways to the
discretion of the Chair and the right of the House to legislate on
any matter; matt~rs awaiting or under adjudication in all courts
exercising criminal jurisdiction shall not be referred to in motions,
debates or questions from the moment a charge is made; matters
awaiting or under adjudication in the civil court should_ not be
referred to in motions, debates or questions from the time the case
is set down for trial or otherwise brought before the 'court, not from
the time the writ is issued.
Mr Speaker, the matter referred to is presently the subject of civil
litigation. It would be entirely inappropriate for that matter to be
discussed in this Assembly until such time as the proceedings in the civil
court are finalised. This convention is something which parliament imposes
upon itself voluntarily, and for good reason. It is most important that
justice is not only seen to be done but is able to be done, and that courts be
allowed to function'without pressure from any legislative group anywhere.
Mr HANRAHAN:
Mr Speaker, in case the opposition is under any
misconception, I would like to add that it is not the policy of the government
to withhold information or to refuse to debate issue~. We are quite happy to
do that in the proper circumstances. However, we have raised this point of
order because of the seriousness with which we view the conventions of this
Assembly.
.
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Mr SPEAKER: I have noted the point of order raised by the Leader of
Government Business. In view of the uncertainty concerning the interpretation
of Article 9 of the Bill of Rights, especially in the light of its
interpretation by some courts, and in view of the fact that the matter is
before the courts, on this occasion I will not permit the question.
Mr B. COLLINS:
Mr SPEAKER:

Mr Speaker, I.move dissent from your ruling.

Is there a seconder for the motion? There is a seconder.

Mr B. COLLINS: Mr Speaker, I will not detain the Assembly for very long.
Mr Speaker, it is important, when quoting from Pettifer, not to do so
selectively. I would make it clear to you, Mr Speaker, that that is the
reason why I have moved dissent from your ruling. It simply gives me the
opportunity to point that out to the Attorney-General. I would like to quote
a little more fulsomely from Petti fer on the question of sub judice. I quote
from the opening paragraph, and my memory is not deficient on this subject.
It refers specifically to the House of Representatives:
Having no standing order specifically related to sub judice matters,
the House has been guided by its own practice and that of the House
of Commons as declared by resolutions of that House in 1963 and 1972.
Mr Speaker I do not wish to transgress standing orders by anticipating
debate on a matter that is on the Notice Paper. All honourable members know
that there is a motion which I think will probably be supported. Given what
has happened this morning, I think it will certainly be supported.
It· is a
motion to refer the whole question of sub judice practice in this Assembly to
our Standing Orders Committee for consideration and perhaps resolution of this
subject.
Obviously, the convention was originated in order to prevent parliament
using its privilege to exert influence, particularly on juries. Mr Speaker,
you would recall that, in the Mudginberri debate, there was the question of
material being introduced into the Assembly that was the subject of litigation
in the courts. As I said at that time, and I assert again, that was not a
contravention of the sub judice rule of this parliament because the convention
related specifically to jury cases. Judges of courts are not deemed to be
such wilting flowers that they would be influenced in making their
deliberations by what members of parliament mayor may not say in the House.
Mr Speaker, one overriding consideration always transcends the question of
whether matters should be raised in debate, and that is whether the matter is
indisputably in the public interest. That goes to the heart of the most
important distinction that exists between the parliament and the judiciary.
Some honourable members, who are members of the statehood committee, would
know that that matter came up for discussion recently ata meeting of that
committee which was held to determine what will or will not go into the
constitution of the state of the Northern Territory~ Indeed, it is a matter
that is the subject of much topical debate at the moment.
Mr Speaker, being a conservative and a traditionalist, as I unblushingly
am, I have no hesitation in-asserting that I adhere very strongly to the
traditional view that, at all times, parliament is supreme to the courts. I
think that view is important because, rightly or wrongly, in a democratic
society it is the elected members of. the society who run that society. As has
been said recently by judges from the bench of the Northern Territory Supreme
Court - and I was there when it was said - democracy may not be a brilliant
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form of government but one does not have to travel too far from our shores to
see it demonstrated that, with all its deficiencies, it is streets ahead of
various other systems that exist around the world.
As a result, I am firmly of the view that the privilege of parliament to
debate matters - and we do not debate so very often in the Legislative
Assembly - is one thatishould be preserved scrupulously. That is why I have
moved dissent from your ruling. These are the last sittings of 1986. It is
obvious that, if we are to be prevented from discussing in the Assembly a
matter which is of top'ical, direct and controversial interest to the people of
the Northern Territory, we must resist. We cannot have this Assembly muzzled
by a completely arbitrary application of the sub judice convention when we
seek information from responsible ministers.
Mr MANZIE: A point of order, Mr Speaker! The honourable member is glvlng
his opinion in relation to rulings that you may make, Mr Speaker, instead of
discussing his point of order.
Mr B. COLLINS:
Mr MANZIE:

That is exactly what a dissent ruling is about.

I believe it is entirely inappropriate.

Mr SPEAKER: There is no point of order.
Mr B. COLLINS: Mr Speaker, in dissenting from your ruling,
will have to make some criticism of it.

of course I

Mr Speaker, this parliament only sits between 20 and 23 days a year and,
as I said before I was so rudely interrupted, these are the last sittings
for 1986. We will not sit again until February or March 1987. It appears we
are to be muzzled by the government hiding behind the sub judice convention,
which is most convenient for it. It does not want to answer any questions on
this controversial matter. We all know that the responsible minister has been
firmly muzzled by the government.
In terms of justification for the arbitrary application of the sub judice
rule, it was extraordinary indeed that the minister who mucked the business up
in the first place made a public statement that he would not be maki~g public
statements because the matter was sub judice. That occurred the day after his
Chief Minister made a specific public statement berating the Tender Board, the
public service and everyone except the responsible minister.
Mr MANZIE: A point of order, Mr Speaker! The member for Arafura is
entering intb debate on matters concerning the particular situation that is
. before the courts. He should not be utilising a debate on a motion of dissent
to discuss the substance of the matter in question. His comments are not
relevant to the reason for dissent and should not be allowed because the
matters are sub judice.
Mr SPEAKER: There is no point of order. I would remind the member for
Arafura that he should speak in general terms, and not specifically about the
matter before the courts.
Mr B. COLLINS: Mr Speaker, I recognise that ~hese specious points of
order are being called in order to waste time.
Mr Palmer: Are you coming back after lunch today, Bob?
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Mr B. COLLINS: Mr Speaker, I always allow interjections to proceed on
matters of .importance before the Legislative Assembly because it is a great
opportunity to give the frontbenchers and, indeed,.backbenchers an opportunity
to make fools of themselves as often as they like. ·They continue to do so.
They may think that this matter is a big joke, but I think it is a matter of
definite public importance that answers should be given, particularly by the
responsible minister, the Minister for Health, as to how this mess arose in
the first place. This is so because,. judging from very disturbing comments
that have been printed in the newspaper that members of the Tender Board may
not have been aware - to quote NT News - that 'there was a 45% subsidy being
offeted in respect of 1 of those tenders, which could have saved ••. '
Mr MANZIE: A point of order, MrSpeaker! The member for Arafura is
straying from the subject again and getting into matters of detail regarding a
case that is before the courts. Again, it is not a matter that he is supposed
to be discussing~at the moment. In fact, that matter is sub judice.
Mr B. COLLINS:

Mr Speaker, may I address the point of order?

Whether or' not a matter which is sub judice can be discussed depends on
whether the convention is transcended by the matter being one which is in the
public interest.
In respect of-this matter, I am talking about a potential
saving to taxpayers of $lm. That is definitely in the public interest. I am
addressing myself directly to the conventions of parliament.
Mr MANZIE:
Mr SPEAKER:

A point of order, Mr Speaker!
Are you raising a point of order on the point of order?

Mr MANZIE:
I am indeed, Mr Speaker. The member for Arafura is again
bringing forward details concerning cettain matters that may be before the
courts. He is making specific suggestions and using specific figures, and I
believe that it is entirely inappropriate. I am rather disappointed that he
believes he is being some sort of superstar because he is quite transparent in
his feeble attempts to use this Assembly for cheap political poil1t-scoring in
relation to important matters. The appropriate course of action is set out in
Pettifer .
. Mr SPEAKER: There is a point of order. I ask the honourable member to
confine his remarks to the dissent motion and to general comments only in
relation to that matter.
Mr B. COLLINS: Mr Speaker, it is a matter of complete and critical public
interest whether the Northern Territory has potentially lost $lm of taxpayers'
money.
Mr MANZIE: A point of order,
member is giving his opinion on
has no relevance whatsoever to the
seeking to detail his opinions on
court. It has absolutely no place

Mr Speaker! Yet again, the honourable
a matter which may be before the court. It
motion of dissent from your ruling. He is
particula~ ~atters which will be before the
in this debate.

Mr B. COLLINS: You are just being disruptive, Daryl, and I will
point of order on you in a minute.

move a

Mr LEO (Nhulunbuy):
Mr Speaker, this continuous campaign by the
Attorney-General is simply designed to stop debate on dissent from your ruling
as to whether or not a question should be permitted in this Assembly. All the
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propositions put by the member for Arafura so far have been very widely
publicised and the figures have been quoted in the newspapers. How the member
for Arafura can influence a jury more than the newspapers can - particularly,
as the people who take an interest in the proceedings of this Assembly would
be far fewer than the people who read the NT News - is beyond my
understanding. The point of order is spurious and is designed only to stop
debate on this dissent motion.
Mr HANRAHAN: Mr Speaker, obviously the government does not support the
motion of dissent moved by the member for Arafura. As he has said himself,
interpretation of the convention is not a question here, but what is a matter
of interpretation is hjs view. He has said that he supports the traditional
view of the precedence of public interest over the matter before the courts.
The government has been accused by the members opposite of seeking to muzzle
debate. Mr Speaker, we stand by the ruling of the Chair on this issue.
Mr B. Collins:
Mr HANRAHAN:

You are only addressing yourself to the point of order.
That is correct.

We support the ruling of the Chair.

Mr SPEAKER: Is the Leader of Government Business speaking to the motion
or to the point of order?
Mr HANRAHAN:

I am just making some general remarks.

Members interjecting.
Mr SPEAKER:
Mr Ede:

Order!

You are making fools of yourselves.

Mr HANRAHAN:

Not at all.

Mr HATTON (Chief Minister): Mr Speaker, I do not wish to prolong this
debate, but an motion of dissent from a ruling of the .Chair is quite a serious
matter and I think
Mr B. Collins:

Speak to the point of order or sit down!

Mr SPEAKER: Order! I believe that the member for Arafura has raised what
he believes is a matter of public interest. I believe also that he has made
his point concerning his dissent from my ruling. Therefore, I would direct
that any further remarks that he makes should not refer specifically to issues
which
are before the courts.
;
Mr B•. COLLINS:

Mr Speaker, may I quote from page 465 of Petti fer?

Mr SPEAKER: Is the honourable member speaking to the dissent motion?
Mr B. COLLINS: I am speaktng to it directly, in.terms of your discretion,
Mr Speaker. I refer to the discretion of the Chair in respect of matters that
may be' sub judice. I commend this passage from Petti fer to members opposite
and suggest that they might like to read it a ljttle more carefully than they
.
did prior to question time this morning:
The discretion exercised by the Chair must be considered against the
background of the inherent ri ght and duty of the House, under the
Westminster system, to debate any matter -considered to be in the
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public interest. Freedom of speech is a fundamental right without
which members would not be able to carry-out their duties. Members
must be able to speak the truth without hope of favour or fear of
retribution.
Imposed on this freedom is the voluntary restraint of
the sub judice convention; a procedure devised for the simple purpose
of ensuring that proceedings before a court are not prejudiced by
comment in the House •.. It recognises that the courts are the proper
place to judge alleged breaches of the law.
Mr Speaker, this is a matter of some moment in Australia. Currently,
debates in our parliaments, particularly that in the state of Queensland, are
being prevented by the continual use of the sub judice rule to deter
parliaments from doing what they are supposed to do and that is to debate
matters of public interest without fear or favour. I believe that thi~is
indisputably a matter of public interest. It is a matter on which the Chief
Minister has made publicly the most trenchant and pointed comments in the
newspapers, almost on a daily basis, whil~ court proceedings were initiated.
In fact, the Chief Minister made statements on the subject prior to the
Minister for Health making his first statement that he would make no further
statements because the matter was sub judice.
Mr Speaker, indisputably this matter is in the public interest. I contend
that the use of the sub judice convention this morning is nothing more than a
ploy by the government to attempt to gag debate on this question in this
Assembly, during its last sittings in 1986, in the hope that, by the time we
assemble in March 1987, this will be a dead issue. I believe that your ruling
should be dissented from and that ministers should be responsible for rather
more than picking up their pay cheques once a fortnight. They should be
required to answer questions in this Assembly on the hard issues to which they
obviously do not want to address themselves.
Mr HATTON (Chief Minister): Mr Speaker, for the benefit of the record of
this Assembly, it is important that we complete the quotation that the member
for Arafura referred to. I followed him word for word through the quotation
up to the point where it ceased. I will pick up the last sentence:
Imposed on this freedom is the voluntary restraint of the sub judice
convention; a procedure devised for the simple purpose of ensuring
that proceedings before a court are not prejudiced by comment in the
House ...
and these words were not included:
..• which might influence a jury or prejudice the position of parties
and witnesses.
The quotation continued:
It recognises that
breaches of -the
Parl iament for the
the rule of law
proceedings.

the courts are the proper place to judge alleged
law.
It is a restraint born out of respect by
judicia'l arm of government. democratic respect for
and the proper upholding of the law by fair trial

In 1977, Speaker Snedden stated:
'The question of the sub judice
rule is difficult. Essentially, it remains in the discretion of the
presiding officer. Last year, I made a statement in which I expanded
on the interpretation of the sub judice rule which I would adopt.
I
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was determined that this national parliament would not silence itself
on issues which would be quite competent for people to speak about
outside the parliament. On the other hand, I was anxious that there
should be no prejudice whatever to persons faced with criminal
action. Prejudice can 'also occur in cases of civil action, but I was
not prepared to allow a mere issue of a writ to stop discussion by
the national parliament on the issue.
Therefore, I adopt a practice that it would not be until a matter was
set down for trial that I would regard the sub judice rule as having
arisen and necessarily stifle speeches in the parliament. There is a
stricter application in the matter of criminal proceedings'.
Mr Speaker, this matter has been set down for trial on 15 December.
Mr SMITH (Opposition Leader): Mr Speaker, as the member for Arafura has
said, and he is probably the person in this Assembly best placed to say it, we
on this side of the Assembly have an enormous respect for the conventions of
parliament, the relationship between this parliament and the judiciary, and
the need to ensure that, when matters are before the court, actions taken in
this parliament do not in any way interfere with the justice that may be given
in the courts.
However, as the member for Arafura said, in the public interest,
parliament has a right to consider matters of importance within those
constraints.
It cannot be denied that there is an enormous amount of public
interest in this matter. There is grave concern at the prospect that things
have gone wrong in the letting of this contract.
It is a legitimate
expectation of the public of the Northern Territory that this matter will be
pursued in this parliament.
It is a shame that the government is hiding
behind the s~b judice convention on this particular matter when it does not
apply to it.
Mr Speaker, I want to take you back to the questions I asked, because they
are extremely relevant. I asked on whose authority the telex was sent to
Skywest on 23 October and whether a senior.public servant was instructed to
ring Skywest on 24 October and inform Skywest not to take any action on the
basis of the telex sent the previous day.
Mr Speaker, the basis of the injunction served by Air North on the
government is that it concerns matters that it believes were considered
outside the specifications and ...
Mr MANZIE: A point of order, Mr Speaker!
The honourable member is
discussing what he considers to be the subject of a court case.
Obviously,
the particular subjects under litigation will cover the whole broad spectrum
of the matters. Any opinions and discussion regarding any areas relating to
those matters must be considered in the context that they may be sub judice
and therefore subject to your ruling.
Mr B. COLLINS (Arafura): Mr Speaker, in addressing the point of order,
the' member for Millner was doin~ exactly what he should be doing and
demonstrating that the questions asked are not impinged upon at all by the
sub judice ruling because they are not about the matters at issue in court.
Those questions seek answers from the relevant ministers on matters of fact.
Mr SPEAKER: I uphold the point of order. In fact, the Leader of the
Opposition was entering into specifics on a matter which is before the court.
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Mr SMITH: Mr Speaker, all I can say is that you make it very difficult.
The fact remains that the questions I put today do not in any way go to the
matters raised in the injunction.
Mr Speaker, the argument is presented to you on 2 levels. The first is
that-there is a sufficient amount of public interest in this matter to
necessitate debate on it in this Assembly at this time. People in the
Northern Territory have a legitimate concern about the way this matter has
been handled, an'd this is the appropriate place for it to be discussed. As
the member for Arafura said, if it cannot be discussed here, it will not be
discussed in any public forum until March next year or later. The second
point I make is that the questions were designed carefully so that they did
not go to the matters raised in the injunction. Mr Speaker, you have not
taken those 2 grounds into consideration in your ruling, and that is why we,
on this side of the Assembly, have moved a dissent motion.
Mr FINCH (Wagaman): Mr Speaker, the members of the opposition have moved
this motion of dissent from your ruling principally on the basis that the
matters referred to in the questions are of significant public interest.
Mr Speaker, I put it to you that th~re is no question of public concern. No
person. is being disadvantaged either financially or personally. In fact,
appropriate arrangements have been made to continue under the system that was
in place before the contract that isin question was let out for tender and,
as a ,result, the public continues to receive adequate and appropriate service
with no financial disadvantage to individuals. I submit that the matter is
not of significant public interest at all.
'
I

MrMANZIE (Attorney-General): Mr Speaker, in speaking to the dissent
motion moved by the member for Arafura, I think it is abominable that this
Assembly has been used for a point-scoring exercise. Those people over th~re
amaze me.
I presume that the whole community is listening to them. Their
contempt for legal procedures in this country is absolutely appalling. Their
laughter at, and derision of, practices which have grown up over many hundreds
of years is despicable.
.
Mr B. COLLINS: A point of order, Mr SpeakerJ.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for Arafura has raised a point
of order on the point of order.
Mr B. COLLINS: Mr Speaker, the honourable minister said that all ~embers
of the opposition had complete contempt for the judicial processes of this
country. That is an offensive personal reflection on members on this side of
the Assembly, and I ask that it be withdrawn.
Mr SPEAKER: I uphold the point,of order raised by the member for Arafura,
and ask the Attorney-General to withdraw those unparliamentary words.
\ Mr MANZIE: Mr Speaker, I wi thdraw the remarks, but Iwoul d 1ike to say
that the behaviour of the members opposite reflects what would appear to be
contempt for the judicial processes of this country.
Mr LEO:
A point of order, Mr Speaker! The Attorney-General is
demonstrating that he would never make a lawyer. Mr Speaker, you asked the
Attorney-General to withdraw certain remarks that reflected on the character
of members of the opposition. Those remarks should have been' withdrawn
unreservedly and without further comment, but the Attorney-General sought to
continue his remarks.
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Mr SPEAKER: The honourable Attorney-General
unreservedly and without debate.

will

withdraw his

remarks

Mr MANZIE:
I withdraw my remarks' unreservedly and I will not enter into
any further debate on that matter.
Mr Speaker" I would like to point out that standing orders are very
specific. The member for Arafura was on the committee that drew them up.
Standing order 1, which appears in chapter 1 on page 1 says:
In all particular cases not provided for hereinafter, or by sessional
or other orders or practice of the Assembly, resort shall be had to
the practice of the House of Representatives of the parliament of the
Commonwealth of Australia in force for the time being, which shall be
followed as far as it can be applied.
Mr Speaker, that is very specific. The federal House of Representatives
has clear and concise practices that it puts into effeCt in relation to
sub judice matters. A number of bits and pieces have been quoted from
Pettifer on the subject. The member for Arafura has quoted selectively, and
the Chief Minister pointed out that the quotation was not complete. I will go
over it again. It says:
It is a restraint born out of respect by parliament for the judicial
arm of government, a democratic respect for the rule of law and .the
proper upholding of the law by fair trial proceeding.
In other words, the parliament has a voluntary respect for the judicial
arm. Any suggestion that actions by government members have been taken to
prevent certain matters being debated is ridiculous. , The fact of the matter
is that parliamentary convention says that it is not fair and proper to
discuss matters which are before the courts. This matter has not been decided "
by members of the government; it has been brought down from the House of
Commons, from parliamentary practice in England - the Westminster system. It
is a practice that is followed by the House of Representatives. ,It is nothing
to do with us. It is parliamentary convention and the right and proper thing
to do. The suggestion by members .opposite that we are trying to engage' in
some sort of tactic to prevent public debate is absolutely ridiculous. It
reflects badly on us,and I am sure the listening community realises it is an
attempt to scor~ cheap political points. The facts of the matter are quite
clear. You have a responsibility, Mr Speaker, to make a ruling, and that
ruling should be based on precedent as laid down by Pettifer.
The member for Arafuraraised the matter of writs. Petti fer quite clearly
points out that, in the case of a civil matter, it is an essential provlslon
that the rule should not apply 'from the time a writ is issued' as many months
can intervene between the issue of the writ and the actual court proceedings.
The proceedings have started, and the Assembly has made allowance for that
fact. .
One of the grounds of the case presently before the courts is that of
natural justice. This involves extremely broad parameters and any matter that
the opposition raises, through questions or otherwise, may influence the case
or the particular circumstances surrounding it. It must come within realms
which impinge upon natural justice and therefore relate to the matter which is
sub judice.
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I will repeat that I am very disappointed that the members opposite not
only want to flout parliamentary convention, but wish to imply that the
government is using a convention of this parliament as a means of protecting
itself. All we are doing is upholding a parliamentary convention which has
been handed down through generations from the House of Commons and the
Westminster system to this parliament. It is imperative that we maintain that
tradition and those parliamentary practices.
Mr B. COLLINS (Arafura): Mr Speaker, it is interesting to listen to these
sudden advocates of the Westminster system who knew nothing about it at
5 minutes to 10 o'clock this morning.
In closing this debate, I will refer to the substance of the dissent
motion and the most important of the established conventions. I wish also to
refer to a report of the Select Committee on the Procedure of the House of
Commons which I quoted in this Assembly on a previous occasion in respect of
matters involved in the Mudginberri dispute. For the benefit of honourable
members, I will reiterate the key section in terms of the operations of this
parliament and the sub judice rule:
The discretion exercised by the Chair must be considered against the
background of the inherent right and duty of the House, under the
Westminster system, to debate any matter considered to be in the
public interest. Freedom of speech is a fundamental right without
which members would not be able to carry out their duties.
I know this is the second time that I have read that out in respect of
matters before a c;ourt, but I am prepared to bet money that this matter will
not be heard before a jury. The matter is an extremely unusual event in civil
litigation in the Northern Territory. I think, from memory, that we only
provide. for a jury of 4 people in civil cases, and then only in certain
circumstances. I could be wrong about that. However, it is highly unlikely
that the matter will be heard before a jury. That is relevant to the
convention. The Select Committee on the Procedures of the House of Commons
put the following view as to what is implied by the word 'prejudice', as
applied to an action of a court. I will quote again:
In using the word 'prejudice', your committee intends the word to
cover the possible effect on the members of the court, the jury, the
witnesses and the partiei to any action. The minds of magistrates,
assessors,members of a jury and witnesses might be influenced by
reading in the newspapers comments made in the House prejudicial to
the accused in a criminal case or any of the parties involved in a
civil action.
All the opposition asks, and we are by Westminster tradition entitled to
receive it from ~inisters in question time, is the truth. It is encumbent
upon ministers in this Assembly and, in my view, it is pre-eminent among the
Westminster traditions of parliament that, when statements are made by
responsible ministers - and some of them would not know the meaning of the
word -in question time in the Assembly, then those ministers stand or fall by
their own words. Questions are permitted in this Assembly only on matters of
information.
They may not relate to opinions of mini,sters, personal
assertions or reflections, views on the issues in legal cases or - as we have
seen with some, members - predictions as to the likely outcome of court
actions, but simply matters of fact. Ministers are expected to tell the truth
about these matters.
I hardly see how, in response to a number of very
carefully phrased questions on matters of fact relating to ministerial
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responsibilities in a matter currently before the courts, there can be any
prejudice involved.
If specific truthful answers were given by ministers in this Assembly.
assume the same answers would be given in court. .1 hope that they would
coincide. I would imagine that answers on matters of •..•
Mr Dale: In other words, it is sub judice.
you are saying?
Mr B. COLLINS~ Logical
would go back into your box.
Mr Dale:

Is that right?

Is that what

answers have never been your major suit, Don.

I

They are not your major'suit.

Mr B. COLLINS: \ Mr Speaker, the question of the right of free speech
the privilege of parliament are the key issues here, along with
requirement for ministers of the Northern Territory government to
truthful and accurate answers in question time. What we are seeing
morning is a pathetiC; attempt by the government to stifle free speech and
privilege of parliam~nt.
.

and
the
give
this
the

Mr MANZIE: A point of order~ Mr Speaker! The member for Arafura implied
that ministers of this government answer questions untruthfully in this
Assembly.
Mr B. Collins:
reverse.
Mr MANZIE:

I did not say that at all,

Mr

~peaker.

I said the

I would ask that the comment be withdrawn.

Mr B. Collins:

What comment?

I did not say it.

Mr SPEAKER: Would the Attorney-General
believes to be offensive?·

I said the reverse.

repeat the comment that

he

Mr MANZIE: Mr Speaker, the member for Arafura implied that ministers do
not give truthful answer~ to questions asked in this Assembly, and I would ask
that that implication be withdrawn.
Mr B. COLLINS: Mr Speaker, in fact I said exactly reverse. What I was
saying is that the Westminster tradition demands that ministers, when
answering' questions in the Assembly, do so accurately and truthfully. I was
pointing out that, since that tradition is recognised and applied in this
Assembly. the answers ministers give here on matters of fact would be in no
way different from the answers they would give to the same questions in court.
I will simply say, in conclusion, that - not to put too fine a point ori
it - I am disappointed that we will now have to wait something like 4 months,
when this is likely to be a very dead issue, before this rarely-used Assembly
can be used again for the purpose for which it was created.'
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The Assembly divided:

Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

Ayes 6

Noes. 18

Bell
B. Coll ins
Ede
Lanhupuy
Leo
Smith

Mr D.W. Collins
Mr Coulter
Mr Dale
Mr Dondas
Mr Finch
Mr Firmin
Mr Hanrahan
Mr Harris
Mr Hatton
Mr McCarthy
MrManzie
Mrs Padgham-Purich
Mr Palmer
Mr Perron
Mr Poole
Mr Setter
Mr Steele
Mr Tuxworth

Mr SPEAKER: The question is resolved in the negative.
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Government 'Contracts
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
What principles have been laid down by his government for the award of
tenders by departmental officers and, specifically, is it a fact that a
departmental officer is unable to lawfully bind the Territory to a contract
.
without the written approval of the relevant minist~r?
ANSWER

/

/
Mr Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition has asked for a legal oplnlon
which I am not prepared to give in response to a question without notice.
.
ask that he place the question on notice.
Moonlighting in the Public Service
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
What action has he taken in relation to officers of the department who may
experience a conflict of interest between their offi~al duties and outside
activities?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I think the member for Koolpinyah is referring to a specific
case which surfaced soon after I took over the portfolio of primary
production. When it first came' to my notice that some officers of the
Department of Primary Production were involved in certain outside activities,
my first reaction was to require that they give them up.
I wrote to those
officers and told them that they should be out of that business by a specific
date some 2 months later. Both officers were involved in the grafting of
plant stock, 1 in mangoes and 1 in rambutan.
At the same time, I wrote to the Horticultural Association and the
Nurserymen's Association indicating the actions that I had taken and asking
for their opinion as to whether those officers were fulfilling a need for
those organisations. : I received a response, initially by telex, indica"ting
that, if I were to take away the right of those 2 people to operate in that
area, I would. be doing a disservice to the horticultural and nursery
i ndustri es. . I sought from them advi ce on a means by whi ch these offi cers
could continue to graft tree stock while retaining their positions within the
department. They came up with a proposal which fitted the criteria. I then
allowed the· officers to continue to graft mangoes and rambutans respectively.
A couple of growers have had a problem with that and have been fairly
vocal in their criticism of my allowing the officers to continue in that
industry. This was discussed at length at a Horticultural Association meeting
that I attended. When a vote was taken on the issue, it was in favour of
these 2 ~eople continuing to work in that area. The vote was 35 to 7.
There are problems, of which I am mindful, when officers of a department
work in an industry which may appear to result in a conflict of interest. It
is something that I would be very reluctant to see continue. However, if
honourable members have had any involvement with the rural industries, they
would know that officers of the Department of Primary Production have been in
the forefront of the establishment of some industries. This has been because,
in many cases, no experts have been available here' to supply the industry.
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Many of the nurserymen in the Northern Territory started from within the
department and later branched out on their own.
We see this type of situation arising here. Nobody else in the Northern
Territory is able to do the job that these people are doing. The industry
requires grafted stock and it is obtaining some of it from these 2 people.
Much of it is purchased from interstate. The majority of people involved in
the industry have indicated that these people should be permitted to continue
in that industry. I will certainly keep an eye on the matter but I would be
reluctant to cease the operations of those people when they are supporting a
fledgling industry. The Horticultural Association is quite clear on the
matter and I am happy to accept its advice. If, at times, people wish to make
allegations of dishonesty in this area, I would be grateful for the
information so that it can be placed before the appropriate authorities.
Sealing of South Road
Mr POOLE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
What is the current status of construction on the sealing of the south
road between Port Augusta and Alice Springs?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this topic will be of great interest to you because you have
been involved with it since the beginning. After Christmas, between 12 km and
23 km will remain to be sealed. The completion of this road will bring
important economic benefits to central and northern Australia. It took almost
20 years for the Western Australian and Commonwealth governments to seal the
road between Kalgoorlie and Iron Knob.
As more and more Australians begin to reach retirement, age in the next
10 or 15 years, it will be important to have good road systems into and within
the Northern Territory, particularly as air fares become more and more
expensive. I was told the other day that the return economy air fare from
Darwin to Adelaide is in the order of $800. It is cheaper to go to Singapore
from Adelaide than it is to fly to Darwin. The road networks that are being
put in place will be very important to the development of our tourist
industry.
Government Contracts
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
Can he confirm that the regulations under which the General Tender Board
operates provides that a departmental officer is unable to lawfully bind the
Territory to a contract without the written approval of the relevant minister?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am not in a position to confirm that, but I will have the
answer before the end of question time.
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Alice Springs Hospital
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for HEALTH
He is aware that the resources of the Alice Springs Hospital have been
stretched to the limit in recent days because of a sudden influx of petrol
sniffers, most of whom have come from South Australia. Are there any
contingency plans in case further pressure occurs so that centralian
Territorians in need of hospitalisation can be guaranteed a bed?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, last week, there was an influx of persons affected through
sniffing petrol. At one stage, 15% of those in Alice Springs Hospital were in
there as a result of sniffing petrol. I had departmental officers contact
officers in South Australia and Western Australia to ensure that they would
assist if there were a further influx of patients into Alice Springs Hospital
and it was denying access to the hospital for Territorians.
I have an assurance that both South Australia and Western Australia are
very much aware of the situation that exists in the Northern Territory,
particularly where we are taking patients from South Australia. I shotild
remind the honourable member that 6% of the general patients in Alice Springs
hospital are South Australian residents and 23% of the medivacs that occur in
the southern region involve South Australian residents. In cons~quence, the
South Australian authorities are very much aware of the situation. They have
guaranteed that they will come to the fore if an emergency arises.
Further
discussions on the whole issue of p~trol sniffing are to take place on
28 November in Alice Springs.
Tax on Driving Holidays
Mr PERRON to TREASURER
Can he confirm the accuracy or otherwise of the statement attributed to
Senator Robertson on yesterday's ABC News concerning the tax payable by
employees who take driving holidays in lieu of air fares.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will keep my answer quiet but I will not keep it too short
because I believe the question should be answered in the depth that it
requires.
Members woul d all be aware that the federal government has embarked on a
campaign t~ put some sugar on the bitter pill of FBT to enable Australians to
swallow it. Part of that strategy was to establish a hot line system
throughout Australia so that people could ring up and get precise and detailed
information about the FBT and there would be no confusion. Everybody would be
able to understand what good things the fringe benefits tax was promoting and
what it was doing for all Australians. Of course,. the hot line number for the
Northern Territory was that of the office of Senator Ted Robertson.
Honourable members would remember that, after the legislation was passed, he
said on radio that he did not really understand it and he did not know too
much about it. All of a sudden, he has been promoted. He is now the whiz-kid
who understands the fringe benefits tax, and we should all ring him if we have
any problems.,
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Yesterday, Australia's laziest politician
Mr SPEAKER:
another place.

Order! The minister may not cast a reflection on a member in

Mr COULTER: Mr Speaker, one of the Northern Territory's representatives
in the Senate, the ALP represerttative in the Sertate •••
Mr Ede:

He does not represent the ALP.

He represents the Territory.

Mr COULTER: Even ALP members are .leaving him in droves. I do not know
where he is getting votes for his Senate nomination. No doubt he is getting
them somehow.
This man on the hot line, who is going to get rid of confusion, has made a
statement about airline entitlements which people may convert to cash .. An ABC
news bulletin quoted him as saying that 'employees need not pay income tax if
they transfer their airline entitlement to cas.h'. This follows reports about
a Department of Taxation ruling that employees who took cash instead of air
fares - the so-called 'drive out' option - would have this amount added to
their gross income and be taxed accordingly. This is in line with the fringe
benefits tax under which the employer is taxed 50% of the value of air fares
or other benefits given to employees. However, Senator Robertson says that
'employees taking driving holidays can avoid paying the extra income tax by
providing a signed document to the Taxation Department simply stating that
they did not spend the cash benefit on the holiday'.
Apparently this expert, this man on the other end of the hot line, has
already worked 'out ways,' and is advising Territorians, on how to avoid paying
the fringe benefits tax. He has come a long way in 3 months. He has moved
from not understanding the tax to understanding the loopholes by which it can
be avoided. He says that, if the benefit is received as cash, it will still
be considered a fringe benefit and the employer will pay the fringe benefits
tax as if an air fare has been provided.
We got in touch with the Taxation Office about Senator Robertson's
statement on the ABC News of 12 November, and this is a further indictment of
him, his federal cohorts and the ridiculous. impost on Australia that is
commonly known as the fringe benefits tax. After I heard this on the radio, I
checked again yesterday morning with the local head of the Au~tralian Taxation
Office. I find that personal income tax is payable by employees on receipt of
a cash benefit in lieu of air fare entitlement.
Mr Speaker, just how much more do.we have to take from this representative
of the Labor Party or of Territorians? This man has been put in charge of the
hot line for the Northern Territory by the Tre.asurer, Mr Keating, to resolve
any doubts in the minds of Territorians, any misapprehensions that they may
have, about the fringe benefits tax yet he goes on radio and disseminates
information that is incorrect. When will the federal government get its act
together? How can the man in the street possibly know where he stands.in
terms of 1i abil ity if even the man on the other end of the i nformati on hot
line does not know? It is just not on. Be he a representative of the Labor
Party - which it has denied - or a representative of Territorians, it is not
good enough to have a man in his position making false and.misleading
statements· which cause concern to all Territorians.
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Moonlighting in the Public Service
Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
. I refer to statements made by him and given prominence in the local
newspaper to the effect. that he will cut out moonlighting in the public
~erVice.
How can those statements be reconciled with the answer given by his
Minister for Primary Production to a question put by the member for Koo1pinyah
this morning, that he has given his approval for this practice in his
department on the basis that a meeting of people involved in the industry had
given its majority approval? Will all public servants be able to engage in
moonlighting if they can. obtain majority approval from media people involved
in their industry?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the question reflects a problem thai arises when people take
1iterally terminology used in the media when interpreting statements that are
made. I am not being critical of members of the media when I say that,
Mr Speaker. They have a job to do and they are prepared to put their
interpretation on the statements of any person, politician or otherwise, who
makes public comments. That is part of their job.
For some time, it has been stipulated in the regulations to the Public
Service Act that outside employment shall not be engaged in without specific
approval. The point that I made, and which I stand by, is that outside
employment should not be engaged in, under any circumstances, where there is a
conflict of interest or a potential conflict of interest. That is not a new
policy. It is laid down in the.pub1iC service determinations and regulations.
It is appropriate that public
I reiterated and reinforced that policy.
servants, who in the performance of their duties are in positions of public
trust, should not be placed in situations where they could be engaged ;n
activities outside their public service employment where they could be accused
of being, or may be, involved in something that could lead to a conflict of
interest with their duties in the public service.
In such circumstances,
quite clearly those public serva,ntsneed to make a decision as to whether they
wish to cdntinue with those outside activities or with the public service.
I understand that, when this particular matter came to the attention of
the minister, he instructed the persons concerned in accordance with that
policy. Subsequently, specific. representations were made to the minister by
the Northern Territory Horticultural Association asking that those people be
allowed to continue to carry out that practice. No pressure was exerted by
the government. On the contrary, pressure was applied from within the
industry because those people provided a service that was not otherwise
available and. that was of great value to the industry. On that basis, the
minister authorised the. continuation of that activity. That is not in
conflict with the statements that I made nor in contravention of the
regulations and determinations of the Northern Territory Public Service.
\

Moonlighting in the Public Service'
Mr EDE to CHIEF MlNISTER
What position will he take where the stock or the ltem is something which
has been produced by involved officers of a department in the course of their
duties within the public service,. and which they then make available for sale?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, that would be what is known' in private industry as 'doing
foreigners on th& job'.
It is a practice that should not and would not be
condoned by our government. To spare the member the pain of standing up and
asking another question, I have been advised quite strenuously that that is
not the circumstance in respect of the officers of the Department of Primary
Production.
Trade Deyelopment Zone
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for BUSINESS, TECHNOLOGY and COMMUNICATIONS
Given the high priority that the Northern Territory government places on
the Trade Development Zone and its potential for the Territory's economy, what
effect would the draft report by the Industries Assistance Commission have on
the zone if it were to be adopted by the federal government?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I confirm the honourable member's comment that the 'government
places a high priority on the success of the Trade Development Zone Authority.
Certainly, it does. Honourable members would be aware that, recently, there
has been publicity about the lAC report to the federal government and on the
the Trade Development Zone Authority. I will take this opportunity to clarify
the situation for honourable members.
'
The report recommends that concessions be made available in 3 specific
areas: manufactured in bond, by law for export and the drawback of duty. The
lAC report is, in fact, a draft report which is due to be presented to the
federal government by 17 January 1987. The Northern Territory government made
considerable submissions to this lAC inquiry, arguing for a general increase
in the customs concessions allowed to exporters and a simplification of the
administrative procedures associated with the export concessions. We argued
for a strengthening of the Trade Development Zone concept and the granting of
150% taxation concessions to manufacturing industries in Australia, including
those in trade development zones, and that the taxation concessions would
provide real incentives for manufacturers and would complement the 150%
concessions available for industry, research and development. Concessions for
other schemes were also ,encouraged in Northern Territory submissions to the
inquiry, particularly in the area of the Export Marketing Development Grants
Scheme.
The draft report released by the lAC on 23 October discussed 3 options.
They were: '(1) to terminate the existing export concessions; (2) to retain
the existing concessions with some administration reform; or (3) to broaden
the scope of the concessions. Unfortunately, the lAC has proposed the
adoption of the first option as its preferred course of act~on; that is, to
terminate the existing export concessions.
/

The report also discusses trade development zones in what, I am advised,
is a very superficial way. It concludes that the future development of trade
development zones should not be encouraged by incentives. That was not very
encouraging news for the Northern Territory government. The report contains
many weaknesses and apparent misconcepti,ons about export concessions and trade
development zones. It relies heavily on an argument that the depreciation of
the Australian dollar should, in itself, act as an inducement along with other
forms of assistance - which it has not nominated - as the primary source of
support to manufacture for export.
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I understand that many authoritative commentators, including the
Commonwealth's own Bureau of Industry Economics, dispute the conclusions about
the value of the depreciation of t.he Australian dollar. The most glaring
criticism of the report is its inconsistency with federal government
. initiatives and policies to encourage export and its national export drive.
Adoption of the report's recommendation by the federal government would remove
a significant feature of the Trade Development Zone although a marketable
package would remain for many classes of industry.
.
I would like ,to advise members of the way that the Northern Territory
government is responding to the draft report. There are 2 directions. First,
it is necessary to explain the. signUicance of the report to investors and its
relevance to federal government policy. At the same time, it is necessary to
highlight the continuing assistance available through our own incentive
package, and the other positive benefits of the Trade Development Zone,
including its location close to South-east Asian markets. Discussions on the
report and its implications for government policy are to commence with certain
major Trade Development Zone investors to assess their current position in
relation to establishing within the zone. The Northern Territory government
will make a formal submission to the lAC public hearings' in December
highlighting the inconsistencies and weaknesses of the report and,arguing that
the lAC's preferred option is neither valid.nor appropriate.
We have approached the federal government, highlighting the inconsistency
between the recommendation and the federal government's commitment to export
promotion. I have written to Senator Button, the Minister for Industry,
Technology and Commerce and to Mr Dawkins, the Minister for Trade, requesting
a meeting with them to discuss the effects the recommendation would have on
current investors and our marketing programs, particularly if the deliberation
process is protracted. Officials of the Trade Development Zone Authority will
reinforce my position with the relevant departments in Canberra to ensure that
the bureaucracy is awar.e of thi s government's concerns regarding the report.
We will also be ~iscussing our concerns with all states, particularly the
governments of Victoria, Western Australia and Queensland, who have either
expressed an intention or have received an expression of interest to develop
similar trade development zones in their states. We will be seeking to ensure
that these' governments also express to the federal government their concerns
about the 1i kely effects on the Austral i an manufacturing industry generally if
this recommendation is adopted.
Pending decisions by the Commonwealth
government on the report, the Trade Development Zone's marketing program will
e~phasise the advantages which will continue to apply to manufacture. in the
Trade Development Zone in Darwin.
It is of critical importance that our efforts encourage early
consideration. of. this report by the federal government, when it is received
next year, and that Hdeal with it'as quickly as possible. I think it just a
little strange that the only Trade Development Zone in Australia that is
established and almost operational happens to be in the Northern Territory.
The only people really affected and disadvantaged in a major way by the lAC's
report happen to be in the poor old Northern Territory.
I know there have
been some encouraging signs that other states will follow the direction of the
Northern Territory with the future establishment of trade development zones.
That is why we are moving as fast as possible to ensure that we have their
support.
I have written also to the Chief Minister of the Northern Territory
outlining guidelines and requesting him to write forthwith to the Prime
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Minister, and I understand that the Chief Minister will have that letter
before him in the very near future. I would like to emphasise that, because
we have our consultants based in Asia where the majority of the investors are
coming from, we have been able to commence immediate negotiations with the
operators who ar~ due to start moving into the zone this month in order to be
operational early in the new year. One really wonders at the effect of this
report because it creat~s uncertainty about whether those operators will be
prepared to' establish in the zone and manufacture under existing incentives
which are available to export-orientated manufacturers for a period of only
5 years. The problem is that the lAC is suggesting effectively that the
export incentives be phased out over a period of 5 years.
Obviously, this government will be seeking to approach the federal
government in the most urgent manner to ask for early consideration of this
report. I appeal to the Leader of the Opposition to avail himself of a full
briefing on the lAC report and to join with the Northern Territory government
in imploring his federal counterparts to consider the report early and to
remove the cloud over the future of the zone so that we can get on with
1eadi ng the way for, the export-ori entated revi va 1 of Austral i a I s manufacturi ng
industry.
.
Mosquito Control at Leanyer Swamp
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for HEALTH
What success or otherwise was achieved by the recent spraying of BTl
. larvicide at Leanyer Swamp?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the member for Leanyer for his question. I know that
he and his constituents have a great deal of interest in the problem of
mosquitoes. I can inform the member that the spraying has been a success.
Normally, to indicate whether a spraying has been successful or not, something
like 100.catches of larvae are required. I understand that catches in the
traps already greatly exceed 100. There are 5 traps distributed throughout
the area. There are 3 major areas: Holmes Jungle, Ricketts Creek and Leanyer
Swamp itself. On the ratings that I have just mentioned, it appears that
there has been considerable success.
Agreement with Strehlow Foundation
Mr BELL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
I refer the honourable minister to his press release of 21 October in
which he ~nnounced Cabinet endorsement of the in principle .agreement reached
between representatives of the Str~hlow Foundation and the Northern Territory
government. On what basis will the minister apprise members of the opposition
of the terms of that agreement?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the question is rather timely because, this evening and
tomorrow morning, final negotiations will take place in Adelaide. When the
condition~ are ~ompleted and the documents are signed, I will
be incredibly
proud to announce the details.
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Office of Equal Opportunity
Mr STEELE to CHIEF MINISTER
What is the significance of moving the Office of Equal Opportunity from
the Department of the Chi~f Minister to the Office of the Public Service
Commissioner?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, with respect to the Offi~e of Equal Opportunity, our
government is committed to the course of ensuring that there is no
discrimination in employment, particularly in the public sector. To ensure
that that can be carried out as efficiently and effectively as possible,it is
my view that the appropriate location for the Office of Equal Opportunity
should be within the Office of the Public Service Commissioner. The Office of
the Public Service Commissioner combines the industrial relations functi.ons in
the public sector and the activities or responsibilities that the government
engages in in relation to the private sector. Under the Self-Government Act,
we do .not have a specific industrial relations power. The logical place for
employment matters should be with the Office of the Public Service
CommissiQner. This will give an opportunity for greater coordination of the
activities of that office, our employment practices and the application of our
policy of equal opportunity.
The systems within the Office of the Public Service Commissioner have been
developed quite extensively and are continuing to develop, particularly with
the upgrading of the computerised data base system known as Interpers. Thi~
provides very detailed information to the Office of the Public Service
Commissioner on trends and flows in employment and promotional activit'ies
within the Northern Territory Public Service. That system is 90% in place and
is in the. process of being completed. Combined with the personnel, employment
and industrial relations functions within the Office of the Public ServicE!
Commissioner, it will provide a better base on which EOOfunctions can be
carried out wi~hin the public sector •.
As the Office of the Public Service Commissioner also has a role in the
private sector, that office will be in a far better position to provide advice
and guidance' to the private sector to encourage it also to engage in equal
emp 1oyment opportuni ty practi ces. Thi s wi 11 not reduce nor 1imi t the role of
the Office of Equal Opportunity. In fact, all the functions that were being
carried out by that office within the Department of the Chief Minister will
continue to be carried out by that unit when it is located within the Office
of the Public Service Commissioner. The move will strengthen its role in so
far as the employment side of that function is concerned. We recognise that
more attention will be paid to other applications of equal opportunity,
including the provision of services throughout the Northern Territory. It is
available to assist companies in the private sector which wish to develop
equal opportunity approaches in management and provides advice on structural
matters associated with buildings and access that· often, unreasonably and
unfortunately, limit opportunities for disabled people.
'Fruit Fly
Mr LEO to MINISTER for PRJMARY PRODUCTION
My question relates to public and industry concern in South Australia and
the Northern Territory relating to the discovery of fruit fly larvae in
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mangoes from the Northern Territory on sale in South Australia. What action
does the Department of Primary Production intend to take to protect the
multi-million dollar mango export industry?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker. this matter is very much in the news at the moment. In the
NT News yesterday. there were 2 items related to fruit fly. One indicated
that maggots had been found in mangoes on the South Australian market. and a
letter to the editor spoke about our fruit fly being an Indonesian fruit fly.
I point out that maggots found in the fruit in South Australia in the last few
days were a native species and not Mediterranean fruit fly. There are a
number of native fruit fly species in! the Northern Territory which. until very
recently. have not affected fruits that are not native to the Northern
Territory.' In the past. the most common of the Territory fruit flies affected
Territory fruit only. That particular fruit fly is very closely related to
the Queensland fruit fly; it is very difficult to tell them apart.
I

Mr Dale:

You would be able to tell by its Indonesian accent.

Mr McCARTHY:

You probably could;

We do not have a positive identification of the fruit fly that was found
in mangoes in South Australia but certainly it was a native fruit fly. The
authorities in South Australia have acted very reasonably in this matter
because they have not banned the export of mangoes from the Northern Territory
to South Australia. All they have done is to ban exports through a particular
distributor. That will not affect the many people who are not using that
distributor. For many fruits. South Australia will accept EDB treatment only.
which involves a category 7 poison. It is a fairly dangerous poison and only
1 facility in the Northern Territory will handle it: our 'quarantine area in
Darwin. That sort of treatment is not available anywhere else in the Northern
Territory. The dipping of fruits is far more common. but South Australia is
the only state in Australia that does not accept that form of treatment.
It
insists on fumigation treatment with EDB.
I have been informed that this Particular incident will speed up
that is before the South Australian parliament. aimed at
preventing Northern Territory fruit fly from entering that state. Once the
legislation is passed. all produce identified as coming from fruit fly
infected areas will be banned from South Australia unless it can be shown to
have been treated with EDB prior to shipment.
legi~lation

Mr Smith:

That does not answer the question.

Mr McCARTHY:

I will get around to it. Terry. There is plenty of time.

Currently. research is being carried out in the Ti Tree area in the hope
that that area may be free from fruit fly. We know that the whole of the
Top End and Alice Springs has infestations of Territory fruit fly. Fruit such
as mango. zucchini and capsicum will probably be able to be treated
successfully. but other very important crops that we export to South
Australia. such as toniato. jackfruit andcarombola. are a problem because they
cannot be fumigated. As I said. South Australia does not accept the dipping
treatment.
It is the ~nly state that does not. We are working to see if it
will change its attitude.
Mr Leo:

Why don't you set up more EDB plants?
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Mr McCARTHY: If required, we intend to expand our EDB facilities but,
unfortunately, we may not be able to get that in place quickly. We can expand
the Darwin facility fairly quickly but, because it is a dangerous poison,
wherever we set up a treatment plant, we have to train people in its use.
The Northern Territory is moving very quickly in horticultural research.
Work undertaken by our entomology unit at Berrimah is concerned mainly with
horticulture and fruit fly. It will take about 2 years to determine whether
the Territory fruit fly can be treated effectively by the same methods as are
used for the Queensland variety. Currently, the states, particularly South
Australia, will not accept that the Territory fly can be treated in the same
way as Queensland fruit fly is. As I said, with our present resources, it
wi 11 take about 2 years to p,rove that because it wi 11 be necessary to
undertake 100 000 tests and that involves a quite significant workload.
I can appreciate that South Australia is very worried about this, as we
are, because a $lOm industry is dependent upon the effective treatment of
fruit fly. Certainly, we are taking it seriously and doing everything in our
power to ensure that we have the procedures in place to be able to continue
exporting our fruits interstate.
Fruit Fly
Mr LEO to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
Have additional funds been sought to hasten the research program and
development to meet fumigation and quarantine requirements that may be placed
on Territory exporters of mangoes?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as my colleagues in Cabinet would confirm, I argue fairly
strongly for extra funds for all sOrts of things and resea~ch into
horticulture is certainly one of them. We are planning to expand our
laboratory areas at Berrimah. Hopefully, this extension will be in place
within the next year or 2. The laboratory facilities are inadequate, but that
situation will be resolved shortly. We are working very quickly on the
planning of a new laboratory facility there. I am constantly aware of the
fact that we need extra funds for research • However, 1i ke everyone else, I
have to work within the constraints of the Northern Territory's budget.
Spaceport Program
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for BUSINESS, TECHNOLOGY and COMMUNICATIONS
In recent media reports, he made statements about the possibility of the
Northern Territory taking part in a spaceport program. Could he provide
further details on this project?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this is definitely an upd~te version of the old theme 'up, up,
and away'. One thing that surprised me when we announced the move by the
Territory to investigate the establishment of a spaceport facility was that I
expected - on past performance - that the cries from members opposite would be
those of deriSion. and ridicule •• However, I am pleased to say that we have
not heard a word from them which seems to indicate that they take the
investigation into·the project as seriously as does the government.

185

QUESTIONS - Thursday 13 November 1986
Mr Speaker, it is important to note that recent events in the launching of
satell ites ••.
Mr Smith:
Mr Leo:

TAB, ISA, TIO.
Territory Lottery.

Mr Smith: Marshall Perron rubbished that too.
make any money.
Mr Leo:
Mr Smith:

He said it would never

The ga~~pipeline.
Oh, the gas pipeline.

Mr HANRAHAN:
Oh, yes.
I might add, Mr Speaker, that it is clear how
easily some people forget statements made in the Assembly on the previous day.
However, what is of importance is that recent changes in technology, in
particular advances in space technology and the shift in emphasis from the
United States to other count~ies, has opened the doors for some enterprising
countries to take advantage of what could well be a very beneficial'
development in future years.
Japan is coming to the fore as a major leader in space techno1ogy. There
are indications from both Japan and China that, at some time in the future,
they will be seeking, and 'are investigating at the moment, ,the establishment
of an offshore launching facility. The matter has been reported in the press.
Considerable moves have been made by the Queensland government to investigate
the establishment and feasibility of a spaceport at Cape York.
We have been corresponding with a scientist who, almost 20 years ago, was
involved in the setting up of Woomeraand investigation fnto the establishment
of space launching facilities in a remote area of South Australia. A
considerable part of that initial report and feasibility study involved sites
in remote parts of Australia, in particular the Northern Territory. Mainly
for political reasons, the Northern Territory was, not considered as 1 of the
prime locations for such a facility. However, past research and information
indicate that the Territory has many advantages and, as a result, we have
entered into correspondence with overseas interests on the subject. We have
established a working party which is meeting on a regular and urgent basis to
establis~ relevant criteria to determine whether there is a market f6ra
spaceport. I have indicated that interest has been expressed by the Japanese
and Chinese governments.
We need to establish whether there is a, suitable site within the Northern
Territory for the development of a spaceport. A spaceport requires certain
criteria to work to its advantage.
I am happy to report that initial
investigations have shown nothing to the detriment of various sites in the
Northern Territory for consideration for the establishment of a spaceport.
The working party is considering whether it is necessary to move to employ ,an
outside consultancy to help us develop the final stages of the feasibility
report. These moves are very positive and anybody who has any doubt about the
future, of our space technology and, I might add, the industries that would
attach to any development of a spaceport, should be left in no doubt that it
would be' a billion dollar project. The moves made by Queensland are
indicative of the seriousness with which the government should treat this
proposal. 'Australia, in particular,has much to offer those countries that
are leading the way in space technology, particularly in the development of a
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spaceport. To that end, the Northern Territory. has not been left behind and
is making moves that will see the Territory competing with any other interest
in Australia ·for the development of ~ ,paceport, particularly if countries
such as China and Japan require the development of an offshore facility.
I could speak ~t great length about the industries that would attach to
the development of a spaceport. The introduction of new technology to the
Northern Te~ritory would go a long way towards putti~g the Northern Territory
on the world map. However, in the initial stages, we are working to establish
the need for such a facil ity and the suitabil i ty of the Territory for it. The
Northern Territory is taking a very responsible step and I welcome the support
the opposition has expressed by its silence.
ANSWER TO QUESTION
Government Contracts
Mr HATTON (Chief Minister): Mr Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition put
2 questions to me earlier. I asked that the first be placed on ~otice. The
honourable member then provided an alternative ve~sion, deleting reference to
any legal opinion. I congratulate both the Tr~asury and the Department of Law
for their very prompt response in providing the detail s required.
An answer
has been supplied by Treasury and has been cleared by the Department of Law.
The Northern Territory Treasury has delegated powers to enter into a
contract on behalf of the Northern Territory government. This power has been
delegated, in writing, by each Northern Territory government minister under
section 7 of the Contracts Act conferring powers and functions imposed on each
minister by section 5 of that act. Such a delegated officer may accept a
tender offer provided that the General Tender Board'has approved the entering
into of a contract with that tenderer.

187

QUESTIONS - Tuesday 18 November 1986
Palmerston Recreational Complex
Mr PERRON to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
When is work expected to commence on the Palmerston recreational complex?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this topic was discussed quite extensively during the course
of the budget debate when members opposite alleged that no money had been
appropriated for it in this financial year. As I pointed out in the
third-reading debate on the Appropriation Bill, some $800 000 has been set
aside in the allocations made to the Department of Lands which represent a
one-off payment for the development of the Palmerston recreational centre
comprising a swimming pool and associated complex. I understand that work
will commence in the next couple of days to clear the land and to set aside an
area for a car park. At the moment, the car park location for the complex has
not been authorised fully by the Palmerston Town' Planning Authority but I
understand that that Will occur in the next 24 tB 48 hours. The developer has
been given an undertaking in principle that the car park area will be
sufficient for the complex. That is one reason why work has not commenced.
It is very unlikely that the developer will start to excavate the hole for the
swimming pool because of the wet season. However, work will start on the car
park and associated groundwork within the next 24 to 48 hours.
Mustering on Annaburroo Station
Mr LEO to MINISTER for LANDS
Why was stock· mustered on Annaburroo Station at the time when the
government was selling the property, who authorised the musters and when did
they begin and end? Why were no instructions given to Donald Hoar about
mustering of cattle on Annaburroo Station when he was awarded the mustering
contract in August this year? Have cattle been mustered and, if so, where are
the proceeds, if any?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as I said in reply to a question last week, I was reluctant to
provide information because an investigation was being carried out by the
Fraud Squad. I have some information in relation to the questions asked which
will not affect that particular investigation.
First, I will explain why instructions were not issued to Don Hoar until
9 days after the musters took place. A seriior pastoral officer attended all
musters and drafting up to and including 27 September. The instruction for
24 September was specific to the paddock tag 'domestic buffalo'. Up until
that time, the muster had not dealt with any domesticated buffalo but had been
confined to feral buffalo and cattle. Early instructions had been issued
verbally and on site, based on his on-ground assessment and with the objective
of retaining maximum possible numbers of usable stock. As he was due to
undertake pre-scheduled inspections for perpetual lease conversions in the
Victoria River district, instructions were written to his replacement and also
to confirm what stock had to be retained.
The instructions dealt with buffalo only, because all cattle had been
mustered prior to 24 September. Only 120 had been ,retained and the bal~nce
turned off. Approximately 400 cattle were mustered and only 200 of the
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400 tagged cattle were found. About 200 tagged cattle were missing. 200 were
mixed, cleanskin cattle. 120 of the better class cattle were retained and the
balance sent to the abattoirs on the same basis as the buffalo. I understand
that the government was to retain 30% of receipts with the remaining 70% going
to the contractor.
Mr Speaker, I was asked also why no tenders were received. Although no
tenders were received, the department contacted people in close proximity to
Annaburroo who had expertise and experience.
It received 9 verbal and
5 written quotes. Mr Hoar's quote was accepted and, at this stage, I feel
that he has carried out his instructions.
He was given a letter on
24 September saying that we needed to retain a certain number of buffalo for
breeding purposes. This is where the problem started because, as we have
learned in the last couple of weeks, we are unable to find those breeders.
Whether they went to the'abattoir or not is under investigation.
Kakadu Video
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
Is he aware of claims by the member for Arafura that the video produced by
the Northern Territory government in support of its submission to the World
Heritage Committee is a deception in that at least part of it was filmed
within the Kapalga experimental area?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the only person who is being deceived in this case is the
member for Arafura. It is true that the helicopter used to collect evidence
for the Territory government's submission to the World Heritage Committee in
Paris flew over Kapalga, but it is q~ite untrue to say that buffalo were
filmed there. There is just no way the Kapalga area was filmed as part of the
government's evidence.
During the filming, there were many sightings of buffalo, some sightings
of horses and evidence of damage by other introduced species. Mr Speaker, I
can assure you that the video which has been prepared to support our
submission is of the stage 2 area and contains only material that can be used
to verify our claims that the Kakadu stage 2 area is largely second-grade
national park. It is inescapable that the Commonwealth government and the
ANPWS are being deceptive in this case. The outstanding values of Kakadu are
be; ng degraded by the propos a1 to put stage 2 on the Worl d Heri tage Li st.
Certainly, parts of stage 2 are worthy of that sort of protection, but they
are very 1imited.
I think it is quite a joke that the member for Arafura has raised this
issue. It indicates that the people - experts in their fields - who went out
there to look at the damage that had been done in Kakadu were taking film of
caged or yarded .animals. That is ridiculous.~ He knows it, we know it and the
people out there know it. In fact, there are very large numbers of buffalo
within Kakadu stage 2. The figure could possibly be put as high as 12 000
head there, and there is degradation that has been caused by infestations of
weeds, such as mimosa, which are not being managed adequately by the ANPWS.
The member for Arafura should go out there hi~self and have a look. He cannot
do it on foot because it is impossible to get out to some of those areas on
foot. If he went there by helicopter, he would see the extensive damage that
is being done by infestations of weeds, feral buffalo, pigs and horses. I
think he should be ashamed of himself.
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Mr B. COLLINS: A point of order, Mr Speaker!
standing order 57 to make a personal explanation.

I seek your leave under

Mr SPEAKER: The honourable member can seek leave at the end of question
time to make a personal explanation.
Mr B. COLLINS: Mr Speaker. the standing order is quite specific.
do so at any. time, Mr,Speaker.

I can

Mr SPEAKER:
I wou 1d remi nd the honourable member that it is a general
practice to make a personal explanation at the appropriate time.
Mr MANZIE (Attorney-General): Mr Speaker, while the Treasurer is overseas
in Paris in order to speak to the UNESCO group, I would ask that members
direct questions relating to his areas of responsibility to me.
Further, I
would ask that, if possible, members give notice of such questions in order
that I may provide the information they seek as quickly and concisely as they
would wish.
Kakadu Video
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
What was the total cost of the video mentioned.a few moments ago, is it
true that the format in which that video was prepared was not compatible with
the French video system and had to be re-dubbed and, if so, how much extra
public money was involved in that process? Will he cOnfir~ that he will
honour the commitment that I received from his office yesterday that he has
decided that I will be allowed to view this video on Friday of this .week?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, a number of questions are involved here.
I cannot give' a
specific answer to all of them now. I can advise that the charges by the
production organisation for the video were $600 per day and filming took place
over a period of 2 days. I do not have the final figures but I have asked for
those to be made available to me when th~ final costings are determined·. The
video .' was not intended to be a very high qual ity TV video. It was produced
for private showing to the members of the World Heritage Committee at UNESCO.
We anticipated the cost of production of the video to be in the order of $2000
to $3000. I will have to wait for the final details before ·1 ·can give the
honourable member a more accurate answer.
In respect of the necessity for re-dubbing for French television, quite
frankly that is the first I have .heard of that suggestion. I will have the
information checked and, if it is true, advise the honourable member
accordingly.
Mr Speaker, .the honourable member asked 3 questions at once.
remind me what his third question was?

Could he

Mr B. COLLINS:
It is the easiest one of all. Mr Speaker, I received
advice yesterday from the Chief Minister's office that I would be able to view
the video at the end of this week. Can he confirm that that commitment will
be honoured?
MrHATTON: Mr Speaker, I will. go further than that and extend the
invitation to view the video on Friday of this week to all members of the
opposition.
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Mr Speaker, whilst I am on my feet· and on
were allegations in yesterday's NT News, and
Arafura made some allegations this morning on
for the video took place over a CSIRO buffalo

the subject of this video, there
I understand that the member for
radio suggesting that filming
experimental area.

Mr B.Collins: That is not true.
Mr HATTON: If that is not true, I am pleased to hear it. This has been a
matter of some moment to us. Quite clearly, the intention was to show Kakadu
stage 2, not some CSIRO experiment. Subsequently, I have had it confirmed
that filming did not take place anywhere in the vicinity of the CSIRO area.
It is a shame that the people who made these allegations did not check with
the film makers. From reading the newspaper article yesterday, it appeared
that somebody saw a helicopter flying over a particular area on Saturday
morning. Someone suggested that the helicopter contained Harry Butler and
therefore assumed that filming was taking place in that par,{icular 'location.
The Department of the Chief Minister is in the process of preparing maps
showing exactly which areas were filmed. I will be quite happy to make th.ose
available to members of the Assembly to remove any doubts whatsoever about the
location of filming.
Waiting Periods for Housing
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for HOUSING
A letter from something called the Territory Party appeared in' the weekend
press which referred to increases in the waiting period for allocation of
Housing Commission houses from 6 weeks to 6 months. Also, the letter
castigated the government for allocating facilities for pensioner drop-in
centres. What is the situation with regard-to those matters?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, members· would be aware that this government places tremendous.
emphasis on the need to care for aged people in the Territory. Palmerston is
no different from any other centre.
I read that letter and was a little
concerned at the inference that the Housing Commission was putting people out
of houses whilst there was a waiting time of 6 months. The letter was
directed to the Minister for Lands. The waiting time for houses in the
Palmerston area is around 6 months which is very good. Members would be aware
of the long periods that people wait for houses elsewhere .in Australia.
In
some cases, people wait for many years.
In Palmerston, we have provided an interim facility for the Council on the
Ageing. I refer to a day drop-in centre to service the aged in that
community.
It is extremely well used. I remind honourable members that the
Commonwealth is responsible for funding for the aged and the Council on the
Ageing is hoping that funds will be made available for a specific and'
permanent facility for the aged in that area.
The record of this government in relation to assistance for aged people
cannot be questioned and that fact has been supported by members of the
opposition as well. The inference in the letter that we were putting people
out of homes is nonsense. We have a short waiting time in comparison with
other places and we will continue to look after our aged people. Aged people
in many communities need assistance. We have provided an interim facility to
cater for immediate needs, and I emphasise that it is well used. Over
50 people use that particular facility. This government will continue to make
such places available.
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Air fare Assistance to Tertiary Students
Mr POOLE to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Will there be any changes to the air fare assistance available
tertiary students in the Territory when the University College opens
year? In particular. will Alice Springs students be disadvantaged as
claimed by the Labor Party's preselected candidate for Araluen on the ABC
this morning?

for
next
was
news

ANSWER
Mr Speaker. this is a most important question. It is a pity that members
of the opposition do not consider education important enough for them to
listen to what is occurring. They would prefer to disseminate misinformation
throughout the community. It is an important question which was raised. quite
rightly. by the member for Stuart during the committee stage of the
Appropriation Bill. The member for Stuart was concerned that students from
centres outside Darwin should not be disadvantaged by changes to the air fare
assistance scheme when the University College is operational next year. The
changes to the Territory government's assistance scheme are aimed solely at
encouraging students to' study in the Territory. and not at disadvantaging
students in centres outside Darwin.
I did not have the full details in front of me last week but. after
consultation. I was able to assure the member for Stuart that the existing
system of assistance for travel by students in the Territory would remain in
force when the University College opened. Actually, that provoked a remark
from the member for Stuart along thie. lines of 'Oh dear. there goes my press
release for tomorrow'.
I was quite keen to ensure that Territory students
enrolled in recognised courses of study in tertiary institutions in Territory
centres other than their plate of residence would be able to continue to claim
up to 3 return air fares.
It is
I think all members are aware that it is a most generous scheme.
quite distressing that the Labor Party's candidate for Araluen.
I was
Alderman Shanahan. should be misleading the public in such a manner.
able to let the member for Stuart know last week that Alice Springs students
would not be disadvantaged •••
Mr Ede:

I understood that the plan was abolished.

Mr MANZIE: Mr Speaker. I heard the member for Stuart contradict me there.
I would be quite interested to know whether he would like to explain to the
Assembly whether or not I advised him •••
Mr Ede: When?

\

Mr MANZIE:
that changes would· be made. Possibly. the member's memory
is a little bit amiss but I am sure h~ will not tell untruths when relating
our conversation. I explained it to him and he made a comment along the lines
that there went his press release for the next day. I am sure that. if he
casts his mind back. he will remember the details of that conversation.
I
think it a pity that the Darwin office of the ABC saw fit to run this story.
Its Alice Springs office made contact with me on Friday regarding the matter.
and we were able to explain the situation there.
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Mr Speaker, the changes that I spoke about last week were to the
interstate scheme and will see the number of return air fares available to
students reduced from 3 to 2. Students who are presently enrolled interstate
will still receive air fares even if they are undertaking a course which will
not be covered by the scheme next year. Those students presently involved
wi 11 not be di sadvantaged. Those students throughout the Territory who wi 11
be undertaking tertiary studies will still receive the assistance that is
granted presently, which is by far the most generous in Australia.
It is a
reflection of the seriousness and importance that the CLP govern~ent in the
Territory places on the education of young Territorians.
I find it appalling that a statement was made on the radio that a
so-called candidate selected by the opposition heard a government
announcement. The Labor Party is having problems with its preselection
procedures. vIe have heard about the reluctant fisherman who decided that he
could not throw in his lot with the opposition because he woke up to the facts
of what it was all about. Now it has a candidate in Alice Springs who has
problems with her imagination. She imagines she hears announcements by the
government that are not actually made. I am sure that the member for Stuart
will put her right next time he is in his office, because I believe that the
lady is working out of the honourable member's office at present, as she was
when she made her bid for election to the town council and when she made her
original bid for Araluen. As we know, that latter effort was entirely
unsuccessful. I rely on the member for Stuart to have a word with this
learner in Alice Springs and put her right on the ways of protocol. I think
some advice on the merit of being truthful would probably be a good way to
start.
Uluru Board of Management
Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
I draw attention to the expertise of the member for Araluen in the tourist
industry and his previous occupation as Chairman of the Northern Territory
Tourist Commission and ask when the Northern Territory government or the
Chief Minister will appoint the member for Araluen to the Uluru Board of
Management?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I cannot say when we are likely to appoint the member for
Araluen to the Uluru-Katatjuta National Park Board of Management - and that is
no reflection at all on the member for Araluen.
I welcome this question because it gives me the perfect opportunity to
make an announcement. At a Cabinet meeting yesterday, it was resolved that
the Northern Territory government write to the federal government nominating
for appointment to the Uluru-Katatjuta National Park Board of Management the
Minister for Conservation and the Minister for Tourism or their nominees.
Mr Speaker, you will know that the Northern Territory government •..
Mr Bell:

There is only 1 position.

Mr HATTON:
'" disagreed with the pol{ticisation of
management, and particularly with members of parliament
Mr Bell:

It was you blokes who did that.
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Mr SPEAKER:

Order! The Chief Minister will be-heard in silence.

Mr HATTON: We propose that appointees to boards of management of national
parks should be people with particular skills and expertise for that rather
than - politicians. Of course, that view was not accepted by the federal
government, along with many other worthwhile suggestions that have emanated
from the Northern Territory government over several years.
Mr Speaker, given that the federal government requires that a member of
the Legislative Assembly be appointed rather than some other person, we are
nominating 2 people. Those nominations are being put to the federal
government. I might note that the nominees are the Northern Territory
counterparts of the 2 federal government ministers or their nominees who are
appointed to the Uluru-Katatjuta National Park Board of Management.
Since January this year, it has been the government's view - and we have
advised the Minister for Arts, Heritage and Environment, Mr Cohen, of it that we would be prepared to make a nomination to the board of that park, but
we wish to have proper and reasonable management arrangements sorted out. As
we a 11 know, in the process gone through in May of thi s year, it coul d not be
said that proper management arrangements for the park had been sorted out. It
is a fact that the federal government did what we had always believed that it
intended to do and removed the Conservation Commission from the day-to-day
management of the park. I might say that it achieved this with the active
support of tpe member for MacDonnell who voted in favour of the resolution
that removed the Conservation Commission from the park and sold out his own
constituents.
In May this year, the Northern Territory Conservation
Commission was instructed to leave the park and the ANPWS took over its
functions.
We will continue to work for the return of this park to the Northern
Territory Conservation Commission but, given the events that have occurred and
the fact that it is a Northern Territory park, it is appropriate that there be
2 Territory representatives on the board as counterparts to the federal
intruders who are sitting on it. We will be sending those nominations •.•
~lr

Bell:

Hang on.

The Northern Territory is still Australian, fella.

Mr HATTON:Mr Speaker, I must respond to that interjection. The member
for MacDonnell is perfectly correct. The Northern Territory is part of
Australia.
It is a terrible shame that the federal government does not
recogni~e the constituent rights of the elected government of the Northern
Territory. That it had the active support of a member of this Assembly in
removing a Northern Territory authority from the management of a Northern
Territory park is a travesty, and the member for MacDonnell ought to hang his
head in -shame. I know his constituents at Yulara have very little respect for
him as a consequence of the actions he took in May of this Year, particularly
those who happened to work for the Northern Territory Conservation Commission.
We accept that the Northern Territory is part of Australia, and we feel we
should be treated on the same basis as the rest of Australia. Even the Great
Barrier Reef NationaL Park, which is an ANPWS park and is 50% funded by the
ANPWS, is managed by the Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service.
It
is not managed by the Austral ian National Parks and Wildl ife Service. That is
the fundamental core of the dispute at Uluru, and it always has been.
Mr Bell:

Nonsense.
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Mr HATTON: I know the opposition would prefer to shrink away from it, but
that is the fact.
Mr Bell:

You ought .to be writing history, Steve.

Mr HATTON:
The member for MacDonnell ought to talk to his leader because.
his leader is of the view that Territorians should decide who manages parks in
the Northern Territory even if he may believe that it would be appropriate
under some circumstances for them to decide that the ANPWS should manage a
park.
We will participate on the board. We will work to protect,the interests
of the Northern Territory community and we will contribute actively to ensure
that the park is managed properly both for conservation and tourism purposes
as one of the world's great tourist attractions.
Australian Law Reform Commission Report
Mr FIRMIN to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Has the Department of Law recei ved the report of the Austra.l i an Law Reform
Commission entitled the' Recognition of Aboriginal Customary Law' and, if so,
what action has been taken in relation it?
ANSW.ER
Mr Speaker, the government ha$ received a copy of the report and it is
investigating which aspects of the report should be implemented in the
Territory. The Department of Law is coordinating a working party which is
made up of officers from several government departments with the aim of
submitting a report to government early in the new year. The commission's
report is a rather substantial document which took some 10 years to prepare.
It runs to over 900 pages. The recommendations are quite extensive and many
of them are already in place in the Northern Territory. For example, the
recognition of tribal marriages and provision for fostering, adoption and
welfare of Aboriginal children are already in force here. I do not expect
that all of the commission's recommendations will be acceptable to the
However, many of the recommendations which are not
Northern Territory.
already operating here, certainly deserve further consideration.
Annual Financial Statements
Mr SMITH to ACTING TREASURER
Why has the preparation of the annual financial statements been delayed to
the extent that the Auditor-General has had to issue a separate report on the
statements? Since this is the first'occasion since self-government. that a
delay in the preparation of these statements has prevented simultaneous
rel~ase of them with the Auditor-General's
report, when will the audited
financial statements be available and what steps are being taken to ensure
that this does not occur again?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the honourable member for his question. Obviously,
am not in a position to be able to give details off the top of my head.
know that the Auditor-Generalts report will be the subject of debate later in
these sittings and I am sure that all those matters will be covered at that
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time. I hope that the Leader of the Opposition will partiCipate in that
debate.
However, I undertake to obtain the information and provide it either
during question time today or tomorrow or at any other time that the member
may wish.
Mr Smith:
Mr MANZIE:

It certainly will not be in the bar, I can tell you that.
Obviously, I cannot be expected to have that information.

Mr Smith: Of course you can. You have known about it
are supposed to be the acting Treasurer.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! I remind all honourable members
should be addressed through the Chair.

fo~

a week.

that all

You

remarks

Mr MANZIE: Thank you, Mr Speaker. The behaviour of members opposite
certainly has deteriorated somewhat, but I am sure that it will improve in
time, .with your good guidance, Mr Speaker.
As I said, I do not think anybody could expect me to have that information
in my head. I will obtain it at the earliest opportunity and provide it to
the Leader of the Opposition.
Employment Prospects for School Leavers,
Mr STEELE to CHIEF MINISTER
What employment prospects are there for Northern Territory school leavers
next year?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I believe the employment prospects of Northern Territory
school leavers this year will be as good as they have been in previous years,
and that is excellent.
I ask members to note that, when I announced
reductions that would have to occur within the Northern Territory Public
Service this year as a consequence of budgetary restrictions, I made the
specific point that we would not be removing the school leaver program. I am
pleased to confirm that the school leaver program in the Northern Territory
Public Service will continue this year.
The school leaver employment program is conducted across the NTPS to
encourage and facilitate the employment of young adults in the Territory.
Aboriginal _ people, regardless of age, are also eligible. Departments and
authorities have responsibility for implementing the program. The program has
been in operation now for some 4 years and includes apprenticeships and
traineeships, base-grade employment opportunities, vacation employment for
local tertiary students and placement by 'NT government scholarship holders.
Mr Speaker, preferential treatment is given to young school leavers
seeking base-grade employment, other than in the keyboard operator or
administrative .class Al areas. Those areas are embraced by the Australian
Traineeship System. In 1987, the Australian Traineeship System will replace
the NTPS school leaver employment program for those classifications. It may
be of interest to members to know that, as of 31 March 1986, 235 base-grade
school leaver employees, 64 apprentices and 44 trainees had been placed. In
the 1986-87 financial year, a further 289 positions are planned in the school
leaver program and 50 positions have been targeted for Aboriginal development.
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The present NTPS school leaver employment initiatives, which will continue
'to support these growth figures, are base-grade entry placements. This
involves preferential recruitment of school leavers to all NTPS base-grade
vacancies between December and February, and initiatives where trainee and
apprenticeship opportunities are offered by the NTPS to school leavers in
varying numbers each year. The NTPS makes vacation work available over the
Christmas and New Year period to local full-time tertiary students who are
studying either in the Northern Territory or interstate. In addition, there
is the scholarship initiative whereby NT government finance and administration
schola~ships are offered to NT matriculants
to assi~t them with full-time
studies towards a degree at the Darwin Institute of Technology. The NT
Teaching Service offered 43 scholarships in 1986 and it will continue to offer
new scholarships for study interstate and at the Darwin Institute of
Technology, primarily for education courses.
The Northern Territory Government Scholarship Scheme is in its fourth year
and, since its inception, has increased in popularity with secondary school
leavers and, in some cases, mature-age students. During the first year,
20 scholarships were offered and 11 were granted. This scheme was introduced
to replace the Finance Officer in Training Scheme. In 1984, 30 scholarships
were offered and taken up.
In 1985, another 28 were granted and in 1986
50 were offered. With wastage and failures, the current number of scholarship
holders has dropped to 57 and, of these, 14 are due to complete the third year
in 1986. A further 50 scholarships will be offered for-the 1987 school year
for study at the DITand the University College of the Northern Territory.
ANSWER TO QUESTION
Kakadu Video
MrHATTON: Whilst I am on my feet, I will take the opportunity to provide
the information the member for Arafura asked for earlier in respect of the
video of Kakadu stage 2. The member asked about the cost of re-dubbing the
tapes to a format sui tab 1e for presentati on in France because, apparently, the
French TV cannot handle VHS or BETA.
It will not be done in the French
language. It will be a copy from 1 tape format to another. We anticipate the
cost to be in the order of about $50.
Trade Development Zone
Mr EDE to MINISTER for BUSINESS, TECHNOLOGY and COMMUNICATIONS
On Thursday evening, I requested details of the feasibility study
conducted prior to the commencement of the Trade Development Zone.
Who
conducted the feasibility study and at what cost and will he undertake to
provide us, this week, 'with details including budgets, the cost-benefit
analysis, sensitivity testing, details of variations above the CPI and any
other rel evant and pertinent facts regarding the ori gina 1 feas i bil ity study
and variations since?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, most of the question is utter rubbish. I went through the
financial details of the Trade Development Zone last Thursday evening during
the budget debate. Let me assure the member that the development phase of the
Trade Development Zone was the subject of some 5 Cabinet submissions, all
re 1ati ng to reports that were conducted into the feas i bil ity of the zone. The
cost-benefit analysis etc is not relevant to the establishment of the zone.
In fact, it was supported by the comments of the member for Millner when the
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legislation was introduced into this Assembly. The decision to establish the
zone was taken on the basis of attracting industry and manufacture to the
Territory that would not normally be able to establish here, and to create a
base from which employment would grow. The zone shows every indication of
achieving those 2 aims.
,How it is intended to operate the zone is a matter for honourable members
to familiarise themselves with. I would suggest that they take up the offer,
which I made in writing, to avail themselves of a full and comprehensive
briefing relating to every detail regarding the establishment and the ongoing
operation of the zone. We have made no secret of the fact that incentives
apply. If we were to do a cost-benefit analysis on them, I am afraid it would
not look too good, and the member for Stuart is aware of that. The government has taken a responsible and far-sighted decision to
establish and encourage industry and manufacturing in the Territory and to
create jobs. We have not attempted to make a secret of the fact that we have
expended up to $13m establishing the zone. A significant amount of that is
for infrastructure such as roads~ water and sewerage.
It, is also for the
establishment of 4 factories plus office buildings As I advised members
opposite last Thursday night, it is intended that the incentives to
manufacturers to enter this zone will mainly be phased out after 3 years. I
advised members opposite that it has been the policy of the board to make
those incentives quite large for the first manufacturers entering into the
zone. They will be phased out, and the i ncenti ves ava il ab 1e to the fi r,st
manufacturers established in the zone will certainly not be available to later
manufacturers who come'in.
The government stands by its decision. We took a decision -to expend a
considerable amount of money to establish the zone in order to encourage
manufacturing industries which would not normally have come here.
Incentives
were offered to help create jobs. I think the zone is one of the greatest
initiatives of this government. The questions of the member for Stuart have
been answered fully and he is doing himself a disservice by not availing
himself of the opportunity to receive a full and comprehensive briefing.
Trade Development Zone
Mr EDE to MINISTER for BUSINESS, COMMUNICATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY
Mr Speaker, the minister made no attempt whatsoever to answer the question
that I put to him. I as ked who conducted the feas i bil i ty study. He has not
given an answer.
I asked if he would supply us with' details of the
feasibility study. He has not answered that either. I ask him once again.
Mr SPEAKER:

Order!

The honourable member is putting the same

questi6n~

Road to Undoolya Subdivision
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
What progress has been made towards the second connecting road to the
Undoolya subdivision - the one through the Sadadeen Valley - being cleared
with the Sacred Sites Protection Authority and surveyed?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I understand that an officer of the Planning Branch of the
Roads Division will be in Alice Springs on 21 November to confirm the
preferred alignment of the corridor.
I understand that, once this is done,
official clearance can be sought from the Aboriginal Sacred Sites Protection
Authority. Until such time as this officer has had a chance to meet with the
Alice Springs Town Council, it will be very difficult for me to provide any
further information to the member. However, 21 November is not too far away
and, as soon as I have a report, I will provide more detail to him.
Buffalo in Kakadu
Mr SETTER to CHIEF MINISTER
An article in yesterday's NT News claimed that there is no clapped-out
buffalo country in Kakadu and that there are no buffalo there except for a few
straggl ers. Can he co'nfirm or deny these all egati ons?
ANSWER
I must advise the honourable member that ,I have not gone out and counted
the bUffalo physically myself. I doubt whether any member in this Assembly
has done that, including the member who represents that area~
I can advise
that, reports by the Aus tra 1ian Nati ona 1 Parks and Wil dl i fe Servi ce i ndi cate
that there are some 12 000 head of buffalo in Kakadu stage 2, which is, hardly
just a few stragglers.
Just under 12 months ago, when I happened to be Minister for Primary
Production and Conservation, I remember that the Australian National Parks and
Wildlife Service decided that it needed to clean up the buffalo in Kakadu once
and for all. It ordered a massive shoot-out of buffalo in Kakadu. Quite a
large number of animals were shot at that time, on the basis that 'the ANPWS
was sick and tired of employing hunters and having the animals rounded up and
processed through the abattoir. Of course, it would be totally improper to
suggest that the ANPWS's action may have been a means of undermining the
potential viability of the Mudginberri abattoir. I would not want to suggest
that for a moment.
I happened to be flying over the area in early February this year.
Already a number of buffalo were wandering through the park simply because it
is not fenced.- The buffalo roam over the area. Cleaning it out on 1 day
gives no guarantee that buffalo will stay out for a significant period, and
that will continue to be the case until the total feral herd is cleaned up or
put behind wire or until Kakadu National Park is fenced, as has been suggested
on many occasions. Because the area is so vast, the cost of erecting a fence
w6uld be astronomical. However, without full fencing, it is not practicable
to keep the buffalo out~
Mr B. Collins:

Have you seen what buffalo do to fences?

Mr HATTON:
I shall
interjection, Mr Speaker.

not even attempt to respond

to

tha~

inane

Mr Speaker, the fact is that there are significant numbers of buffalo in
Kakadu. This will continue to be the case while the BTEC program proceeds to
convert the buffalo herd from a feral herd into a domesticated herd behind
wire. There is no doubt that the area continues to be degraded because of the
presence of buffalo in the park.
1'99

QUESTIONS - Tuesday 18 November 1986
Cuts to Community Assistance Program
Mr LEO to MINISTER'for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
What areas in the Department of Community Development's Community
Assistance Program are to be cut so that the targeted reduction of
approximately $600 000 in inflation-adjusted terms can be met?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the real figure is $16 000. I can assure the member that I do
not have at my fingertips the details of how that $16 000 is to be saved.
However, I will endeavour to answer the question in specific detail later in
these sittings.
'
Palmerstoil Swimming Pool
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Last week's Hansard records the minister as saying that the $800 000 for
the Palmerston swimming pool was to come out of the Treasurer's Advance. Can
he confirm or deny the accuracy of that statement? Secondly, in the same
statement the minister reported that the Department of Lands would make a
request to Treasury for the $800 000 in the near future. When is it expected
that the Department of Lands wi 11 make the request for the $800 000 to be paid
to the developer? Thirdly, can he assure the Assembly that a firm and final
site for the swimming pool has,been fixed?
ANSWER
Mr S~eaker, I thought I had covered that topic fully in reply to a
previous question this morning. During some 2 hours in the committee stage of
the Appropriation Bill, devoted to 1 aspect of the operations of the
Department of Transport and Works and the allocations to the Department 'of
Lands, the Leader of the Opposition asked about this figure of $800 000. He
said that the amount of $800 000 for the swimming pool did not appear anywhere
in the budget papers. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition supported that
statement by way of interjection.
MrEde:

You felt worried, didn't you?

Mr DONDAS: Mr Speaker, as you know,
briefing notes.
Mr Ede:

It is your portfolio.

I had several

hundred pages

of

It is all too much for you.

Mr DONDAS: I took the view that the question that was asked by the Leader
of the Opposition was, at least, a fair one. The point he made was that he
could not find it in the budget papers because it was not there. I advise
that it appears quite clearly on page 16 of the explanatory notes on
allocations under the Appropriation Bill to the Department of Lands where it
is stated that:
'The increase represents a one-off payment for the
development of the Palmerston Recreational Centre'. Mr Speaker, in the third
reading of the bill, I pointed out to members opposite that many developments
are taking place at Palmerston and that the Palmerston Recreational Centre is
actually the swimming pool complex.
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If the Leader ~f the Opposition turns to that explanation on page 16, he
will find the $800 000 appears there. If it had not been there, because we
were waiting for negotiations on another project to be finalised with the
developers, then provision would have been made for it in the Treasurer's
Advance. It was clearly on the government record that we would -build that
swimming pool.
There may have been some cohfusionby the media with regard to the site
because I was asked why the swimming pool was not yet under construction even
though it was supposed to be available for use early next year. The answer
given to that question during the commHtee stage was that the developer had
been negotiating with the government for a site for a major developmert in
that area. No doubt the developer was using the swimming pool development as
a lever to obtain a better site for that major development. I offered to
,supply the Leader of the Opposition with the name of the organisation that was
interested in undertaking a large development. I had no intention of making
an announcement in the Assembly because discussions were still continuing on
the development. The magnitude of the development is something that the
government wants in the Palmerston area. In fact, it will be very good for
the residents of Palmerston.
,As I have said this morning, work is to commence at Palmerston on clearing
the land, setting the carpark site aside, because it is contingent on the
development proceeding ...
Mr Smith:

Have you got a site for the swimming pool?

Mr DONDAS: Actually, work is to ~tart today.
morning, Mr Speaker. I said it would start within
Leader of the Opposition jumped in his car at
Palmerston to see if any work was occurring, and
adjournment to say that the minister had misled
intention of misleading the Assembly and hold to my
start on the Palmer,ston swimming pool within the next

I did not say that this
48 hours, in case the
lunch time, went out to
then stood up in the
the Assembly. I have no
answer that work will
48 hours.

ANSWER TO QUESTION
Annual Financial Statements
Mr MANZIE (Attorney-General):
Mr Speaker,
I would like to provide
,information in relation to a question asked by the Leader of the Opposition
earlier this morning. He became quite upset because I did not have the answer
available at that time. I advised him I would obtain the information and I
'
will provide that now.
The question related to the Treasurer's Annual Financial Statements and
delays that were mentioned in the Report of the Auditor-General. I have been
advised that the delay in the production of the Treasurer's Annual Financial
Statements for 1985~86 was due mainly to a delay in completing the bank
reconciliatiorr. RemediaJ steps to check bank statements and complete bank
reconciliations on a monthly basis have been introduced to ensure that such
delays do not occur,in the future.
I would like to provide some comment o~ the Report of the Auditor-General
in relation, to. paragraph 3.8.13 which refers to bank reconciliations. The
bank reconciliation system provided in the SI, the new computer package, was
found to be defective for government purposes and an {nterim p~ogram had to be
introduced. The reports produced by the system could not be used readily in
the reconciliation process and considerable time and effort was needed to
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check these reports.
reconciliation process.

The

lack of a

~hecking

system added problems to that

Mr Speaker, I have been advised that Treasury recognised the seriousness
of the situation, ~nd staff from elsewhere in the department were allocated to
complete the bank reconciliations. In early August, when all the checking was
complete and the balance was considerably reduced, agreement was reached with
the Auditor-General tb close the books off.at .30 June. Procedures for
checking 'reports and recruitment of staff to appropriate levels are now in
place and I have been advised that this will certainly avoid a similar
situation occurring in the future. As well, a preliminary review of the setup
has been completed with a view to further improving its operations ·and prop~r
controls have been put in place to ensure the accuracy of published quarterly
financial statements. Apparently, the statement published for the quarter
ending 30 June has a number of presentational errors. Those steps have been
taken ~ecausethese were pri nter s errors. In future, statements wi 11 be made
up from photo typeset from original Treasury documents.
I

I would like to advise that the final drafts of the statements were given
to the Auditor-General this morning. As soon as those are cleared by the
Auditor-General, they will be presented. I hope that that provides the Leader
of the Opposition with the information he requested and I hope that he will be
rather more patient next time. I would ask that I be given some notice of
such questions because I would like to provide information as soon as possible
to all members of the Assembly.
ANSWER TO QUESTION
Kakadu Video
Mr HATTON (Chief Minister): Mr Speake~, in discussing Kakadu stage.2 this
morning, I commented on allegations concerning the video going to UNESCO from
the Northern Territory government. I have had more detailed information.
Mr B. COLLINS: A point of order, Mr Speaker!
Is the Chief Minister.
seeking leave to answer a question or is he making a statement?
i Mr SPEAKER:
There is no point of order if a minister has additional
information in response toa question asked.

Mr HATTON: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
I wish to provide more detailed
information. I have a map, which I am happy to make available to the member
for Arafura, which shows the areas where the filming occurred: near the mouth
of the South Alligator River, in the vicinity of the mouth of the Wildman
River, towards the north-western corner of the proposed Kakadu stage 2 and
west of the border store in Kakadu.
To explain the mystery of th~ helicopter seen flyjng over the CSIRO area,
I am. advised that the film crew went out. early on Saturday morning to do some
filming before breakfast. They flew over that area on their return to Cooinda
in order to have breakfast. They were not filming at the time. It is a shame
that people do not check their facts before they make allegations in the
newspapers and cause confusion.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
. Mr B. COLLINS (Arafura)(by leave): Mr Speaker, on the question of the
video, my position was both 'misrepresented and misquoted this morning by
3 government members.· In fact, that has just been done for a fourth time by
the. Chief Minister, and it is necessary to correct the record.
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The member for Koolpinyah claimed this morning that I had stated asa
matter of fact that the government's video was a fraud and misrepresented the
position put to UNESCO. Obviously, because I have not viewed the video, I
could make no such statement. I am not-sure how far I can go to try to assist
the-government in a bipartisan fashion. Not only did I ring a government
adviser yesterday morning - and I have no doubt that adviser will confirm
this - to request, for the fdurth time, a viewing of the video so the matter
could be resolved, but I also advised the government adviser that it was my
belief that there was, .prima facie,a serious error .in the video which,
because of my familiarity with the region, I would be able to correct
instantly were that to be the case. I asked for that information to be sent
to the Chief Minister to assist in making sure that, in fact, the video did
not contain any inaccuracies. How far one is supposed to go in laying one's
cards on the table rather than scoring political points, I do not know.
The Chief Minister then said that, in order to obtain information about
this film, I should have approached the film. makers. Could I point out to the
Chief Minister that that would have been a highly improper action for me to
take considering that the product was privy to the people who owned it - the
Northern Territory government.
It would have been improper for me to have
made an approach to the film makers requesting that they breach
confidentiality, and even more improper for them to have acceded to such a
request.
The Minister for Conservation claimed that I had said that 'the {ilm was
shot of caged or yarded buffalo'. No such absurd statement was made by myself
or even mentioned by the interviewer., I would point out to the Minister for
Conservation that the area concerned, Kapalga, involves hundreds of square
kil ometres of country, not cages or yards.
Could I suggest, with respect, to the Chief Minister that a very easy way
to resolve this position completely would be to abandon the absurd secrecy
surrounding this video and show it today.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr HATTON (Chief Minister)(by leave): Mr Speaker, I am certain that
Hansard will- reveal that the. member for Arafura refuted, by way of
interjection, the fact that he had made statements concerning Kakadu stage 2
during the answer to an initial question on this matter. 1 retracted my
suggestion so far as tha(was concerned and my comments beyond that point were
directed specifically to statements in the NT News in respect of CSIRO. I
must apologise to the member for Arafura because I was unable to get ,back to
him yesterday.
I was delayed by a Cabinet meeting and other business. He
advised that he wished to check some facts, but I heard of that only late
yesterday afternoon.
I was not in contact with my staff because I was out
doing work.
Mr Speaker, I accept the statements by the member for Arafura in relation /.
to his suggestions on the film. I assumed that that related to the article in
the NT News yesterday. I made the effort yesterday evening to check the
accuracy or otherwise of the allegations that appeared in the press. Those
statements were inaccurate and I am quite happy to show this' map to the
honourable member.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr DONDAS (Lands)(by leave): Mr Speaker, I wish to correct a statement
made during the committee stage of the Appropriation Bill. The Leader of the
Opposition asked a question about a pre-commitment given by the Northern
In my response, I
Territory government in relation to a city development.
referred to 4000 ft 2 when I should have referred to 4000 m2 •
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Settlement with Dr Madden
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
I refer' to a statement in the press release issued jointly by the Chief
Minister and Dr Richard Madden yesterday: 'The Chief Minister said the terms
of Dr Madden's release would not be disclosed'. Will the Chief Minister
confirm that it was at his insistence that secrecy clauses were inserted in
the agreement with Dr Madden and that Dr Madden, being an accountable public
servant to the last, wanted full details of the settlement'to be made publicly
available?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, there is an agreement in th~ settlement with Dr Madden. There
will be no further comment in respect of that matter and I intend to maintain
that stance.
'
Kakadu Video
Mr PALMER to CHIEF MINISTER
Yesterday, the member for Arafura accused the Chief Minister of misleading
parliament over the Kakadu video that is to be shown in Paris as part of the
Territory's submission to the World Heritage Committee.
Can the
Chief Minister now clarify whether or not that video misleads by showing only
those buffalo that are under scientific investigation in the CSIRO's Kapalga
research area?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, a number of charges were. levelled against myself in the
Assembly last night that I/had misled this Assembly, albeit unwittingly. I
might say that the member for Arafura stressed that he ,thought I had misled
the Assembly out of 'ignorance of the facts'. In any respect, that is a
fairly denigrating statement to make about any minister, let alone the Chief
Minister.
I would like to clarify a few points because yesterday the me,mber for
Arafura went to great pain~, not only in this Assembly but also in the media,
to paint a picture showing that the Northern Territory government ordered the
production of a video which, fundamentally, contained footage of buffalo in
the CSIRO Kapalga research area. He made the specific comment, by way of an
interjection which was reported in Hansard, that the Kapalga area went right
through to the coa~t.
Mr B. Collins:
I did not say that either.
through to the coast, which it does.

I

I said the research herd went

Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, I am not going to enter into cross-Chamber debate,
no matter how mu~h the member for Arafura wants me to do so. Only last week,
the member for Arafura stood up here and delivered a lecture, like some school
teacher, about decorum in the Assembly.
I would ask that the member for
Arafura follow his own advice and not engage in cross-Chamber debate when an
answer is being given to a question asked in the Assembly.
Mr Speaker, I have been assured by people involved in the production of
the video that no shots of buffalo were filmed over the CSIRO Kapalga research
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area. Members may have heard an interview on radio this morning wit~ a member
of the film crew which made the video. For the benefit of those members ~ who
did not, Mr David Fidler said:'
We did overfly Kapalga'but shots of buffalo and degradation that are
used on the completed video certainly did not come from that area.
Mr Collins has very d~firite concern about the number of buffalo that
Harry Butler has said exist in the park. As a person who flies over
the /park frequently, I am certainly aware that buffalo are there in
extensive numbers and I think that, if Mr Collins was to fly from
Jabiru in any direction 'whatsoever, he would ,find quite a lot of
buffalo. Now particularly, I would mention an area where he was,
only a week ago, with the Prime Minister, Mr Bob Hawke, and that is,
of course, on the Magela flood plains. On the Magela flood plains,on
the day we were shooting, there were, in fact, 2 other helicopters
out there that were mustering buffalo on the plain,s because of the
great numbers there in which they do exist.
Mr Speaker, that statement by Mr Fidler should be enough to assure the
member for Arafura of his error in claiming that the film is a fraud because
it includes shots of buffalo taken ins i de a buffalo research facil ity. If
even that is not enough to convince the honoura'ble member, I would point out
to him that a map submitted by CSIRO to the Senate Standing Committee on
National Resources in September 1986 puts his error beyond any doubt.
Honourable members may recall an extravagant interjection by the member
for Arafura during yesterday's proceedings claiming that the CSIRO area
extended all the way northward to the sea.
I note that subsequent media
reports recorded this cla'im faithfully. The CSIRO map discloses that the
boundary of the area is, in fact, somewhere between 15 km and 20 km' from the
sea.
Mr B. Collins:

I said Mount Hooper. in fact, which is correct.

Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, in response to that interjection, in his statement
to this Assembly during yesterday's adjournment 'debate, the member for Arafura
mentioned Mount Hooper. In my response during the adjournment, I said that I
was not aware of exactly where the boundary was. The honourable member said
it went right through to the coast. I confirmed that myself, and he said,
'Yes, that is right'. Mr Speaker, everybody in this Chamber was convinced by
the words of the member for Arafura, in whose electorate Kakadu exists, that
the Kapalga research area extended right through to the coast.
Mr B. Colli ns:

The buffalo go ri ght through to the cO,ast.

Mr HATTON: 'Quite deliberately and clearly, in our view,
Arafura left this Assembly •••
Mr B. Collins:

the member for

I am glad you said it is in your view.

Mr HATTON: The member left this Assembly and the media with the
impression that the Kapalga research area went right through to the sea.
Mr'B. Collins:
it.

It does.

Mr HATTON: M~ Speaker, that is not what the map shows.
I have it,with me.
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Mr B. Collins: Thanks, Steve.

You got it right.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Chief Minister will resume his seat. I have been
quite tolerant with the member for Arafura. The Chief Minister wi 11 be heard
in silence.
Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, in this particular report, dated Friday 3 October
1986, there is a map on page 1911 which depicts the boundaries of the Kapalga
research area as marked by CSIRO. They are quite clearly south of the coast.
I raise this point, not to argue that there are no buffalo north of that
boundary, but to tell the member for Arafura emphatically that what I said in
the Assembly was that we filmed north of the Kapalga research location. I was
not with the film crew, nor was the member for Arafura, but the people who
were there say they did not film in that particular location.
The member for Arafura is misrepresenting the facts about this ,whole
filming exercise.
I say that he is in the process of launching a Senate
preselection campaign. He is showing us that he can support his federal
colleagues and really stand up for Canberra in the Northern Territory by
defending what Professor Ovington, Mr Cohen, Mr Hawke and the others are
trying to do. He is employing his usual tactic of picking\ on a small
incident, whether it be accurate or not and, with his brilliant wit and
eloquence, blowing that out to huge proportions to give the impression that
the only filming that took place at Kakadu occurred over Kapalga. The member
for Arafura knows that that is not true.' We know that it is not true. Last
night, the member for Arafura left the community wit~the impression that the
filming of buffalo occurred primarily in that area. That h~s been refuted,
quite successfully in my View, by the people who actually did the fi'lming.
Mr Speaker, in respect of the Kakadu area, so far as the Territory
government is concerned· the· issue extends far beyond the number of buffalo
there and'even further beyond who owns them.
I am content to accept
Professor Ovington's estimate that, in December 1985, there were some 12 000
buffalo present in Kakadu stage 2. Certainly • .recent visual evidence gives no
indication that those numbers have decreased. Most members will ~gree that
success by the Commonwealth in obtaining World Heritage listing of Kakadu
stage 2 would make a mockery of the world environment movement and debase the
United Nation's commitment to the environment. During his recent visit to
Kakadu, the Prime Minister has shown that he is a greenie of expedience and
that, mistakenly, the environmental vote is being seen by him and his minders
as a key to the electoral prospects of the federal government.
We all know that the member for Arafura is,desperate to disassociate'
himself from the eJectoral disaster faCing the ALP in the Territory ...
Mr SMITH: A point of order, Mr Speaker! The Chief Minister was. asked a
fairly specific question and I believe that h~ has given a full answer to that
question. At present, he is certainly not in any way addressing the question
that he was asked.
MrSPEAKER: . There is no point of order.
Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, I take the point ,that members opposite are
embarrassed about having their shortcomings exposed in such way. I will leave
that because I know the Northern Territory' electorate understands quite
clearly the game the opposition is playing in its deliberate attempt to try to
undermine' the Northern Territory's case to UNESCO by throwing confusion and
doubt over the evidence that we are taking to Paris.
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The member for Arafura has been misleading the community of- the Northern
Territory in a deliberate attempt to undermine that case. Far from that video
being something that will embarrass the Northern Territory, it will embarrass
the federal government, and we hope desperately that UNESCO will adopt the
correct procedures and not simply accept the Australian federal government's
word on this area. We hope the UNESCO World Heritage Committee will defer the
declaration of this area and carry out a proper and independent investigation
to determine whether or not it should be included on the Wo~ld Heritage list.
That is the basis of the Northern Territory government's case. We do not
resile from our view that it does not meet the standard and we have said that
repeatedly. In any event, the matter should be fully and properly examined by
the world body. If, as a result of independent and thorough investigation, to
which we are given a right to contribute as the Australian government will, it
is its view that the area should be listed, that would be accepted~ We object
to the brinksmanship that is occurring over this area and the avoidance by the
federal government of procedures established within Australia by the federal
government. We obj ect to the federa 1 government tryi ng to talk UNESCO into
avoiding its procedures in the determination of declaration of World Heritage
areas. That is the basis of our case.
The arguments and obfuscation pushed before the Northern Territory and
Australian communities by the member for Arafura are designed quite clearly to
undermine our case before we even get to Paris, and !to back up the work of the
Australian government in the multi-media campaign it has been conducting in
Europe for a fortnight.
It is doing nothing to support the cause of the
Northern Territory or ,the proper consideration of this issue. The actions of
the member for Arafura in this process are reprehensible. Yet again, we see
an example of people from that sid~ of the Assembly who have federal
ambitions. To support those ambitions, they have decided suddenly that they
must become allies of Canberra against the Northern Territory's interests and
against proper procedures.
Crocodile Attacks
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
Could he explain the claim made yesterday in The Australian that there
have been 4 suspected crocodile attacks in the Territory in the past 3 months?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I would very much like to refute the claims made in
The Australian yesterday that th~re had been 4 crocodile attacks in the
Northern Territory during the last 3 months. That article by Errol Simper
indicated that the police now suspect that Norman lawson was taken by a
crocodile, and we know that that is untrue. My office was in contact
yesterday with the police department and it indicated that there was no
evidence to indicate that a crocodile had taken the boy. The article went on
to say that a Mr Macleod and a Mr Werrett were taken by crocodiles at
Borroloola on the same day. In fact, if he had bothered to check his facts he
would have discovered that that was 1 and the same person. The man had
changed his name by deed poll. It indicated also that a fishing trawler
captain had been taken by a crocodile in the Gulf area whereas we all know
that he drowned and was not taken by a crocodile or attacked by a shark, as
was inferred at the time.
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It is inaccurate reports such as that, in the national press and
occasionally in our local press, that put the plans and work of the commission
in respect of the conservation of crocodile numbers in jeopardy. They create
fear in the minds of people about the numbers and the voracity of crocodiles
in northern waters. There is no way in the world that the people enumerated
by Mr Simper in his article were taken by crocodiles.
There have been 4 reported crocodile attacks in the Northern Territory in
the .last 3 years. One such report concerned a body which was found inside a
crocodile which would indicate perhaps that the man was taken by a crocodile,
but we have no evidence to indicate whether he was alive or dead when taken.
It is quite possible that he was dead when taken, and a crocQdile cannot be
blam~d for
taking a piece of something which happens to be floating in the
water. I would like to think that, in the future, reporters - especially
people of Mr Simper's recognised ability - would actually check their facts
before putting that sort of information into the national press. His article
was quite wrong on a whole range of points and it would be remiss of me if I
did not refute it.
Kakadu Video
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
My question relates to an answer the Chief Minister gave during question
time when he stated ·that no filming of any kind was conducted in the CSIRO
research area. Was the map that he tabled in this Assembly yesterday for the
use of members, which was marked with the areas where filming took place,
correct or incorrect?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, that map is certainly not plotted and surveyed to show where
filming took place.
I want to make that point clear. I asked for a map
showing the areas where filming occurred. Members would be aware, having seen
that map, that there are circles in various locations around the coastline~
That follows from the advice that I received from the people who actually
filmed.
I quoted Mr David Fidler on that matter. Mr Fidler was a member of
the film crew and I quoted from a radio interview broadcast this morning
during which it was stated that the final film did not include any buffalo
from within that atea. I am advised also by those involved that no film was
shot further than 15 k~ from the coast, particularly in that general area, and
that none of the final film intl~ded any buffalo from that parti~ular region.
Government Contracts
Mr PERRON to CHIEF MINISTER
On a previous occasion, he advised thi, Assembly that the government was
considering changes to the government's tendering and purchasing procedures.
Has there been any recent action in this regard?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, in answer ~o a question last week, I advised that the Northern
Territory government had decided to establish an Industrial Supplies Office.
I indicated that further submissions were to come to Cabinet flowing from the
review of purchasing and tendering procedures. This week, Cabinet-resolved,
as a result of a submission from the Tender Review Committee, in particular,
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that that there will be changes made to the tendering procedures of
government, specifically to ensure that, as far as is physically possible, the
purchasing procedures will enable local tenderers to obtain as much business
as possible.
\ As members are) well aware, there is no capacity now to provide local
in the form of percentage advantages providing a price 5% or
10% higher, or any similar arrangement, as a result of agreements throughout
Australia on that matter. However, the government will change the tendering
procedure to involve a single tender board.
That tender board will have
responsibility for all tendering. At present, there are 2 boards: the
Capital Works Tender Board and the General Tender Board. From now on, there
will be a single tender board which will be chaired by the Secretary of the
Depa rtment of Bus iness, Techno logy and Communi cati ons. It will have seni or
representation from the Department of Transport and Works, Treasury and a
major purchasing department. In addition, the Executive Officer from the
Industrial Supplies Office will be a member of the tender board, thereby
providing representation of private enterprise on the government tender board,
without locking into any particular sectional interest group. That will
ensure that local business considerations are taken into account prope~ly.
preferenc~

The Financial Administration and Audit Act provides that, up to $10 000,
departments can decide whether to go to tender or use some other mechanism to
purchase. That will be amended to $50 000 to give far more flexibility and to
enable the departments to facilitate and expedite the purchase of materials.
It will reduce substantially the cumbersome work that will be required by our
Tender Board. That will not prevent departments, from using tendering
procedures in that process, but it will remove a significant amount of red
tape and unnecessary delays in relat,ion to purchasing procedures. The
government will be introducing pre-qualification of certain 'tenders.
It is
anticipated -that contracts will be upwards of $250 000. For tenders in the
order of $4m to$5m and more, a prese 1ecti on process wi 11 be introduced.
Othe'r significant changes in the operation of the Tender Board are
indicated in the review.
Significantly, the tender,boards have never come
into operation until the tenders have been completed and submitted. This has
caused many of the concerns within the business community. With the new
procedures, the Tender Board will be involved far earlier with the
dissemination of information, consultation with departments as to which would
go to pre-qualification, open tendering or preselection, and also with the
terminology of tender documentation to ensure that there are no ambiguities or
wrong practices that may adversely affect the local business community.
Information on tendering;-tender documentation, design lists and other aspects
will be made available to the local business community far earlier so,that it
can plan'ahead.
The Tender Board will carry out a monitoring role of purchases made below
$50 000 to ensure that the purchasing practices are being carried out properly
and that no trends develop within particular departments or authorities which
may be inappropriate or contrary to the interest of supporting the local
business community.
The Tender Board will be a far more pro-active board than has been the
case in the past. It will be involved far more directly and earlier in the
development, of tendering and purchasing 'to maximise the capacity of the local
business community to support it. This wi 11 be done with the full support of
the private sector which has been involved in this review. It will reduce the
red tape substantially. It will provide for the standardisation of purchasing
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and tendering procedures which will remove much of the confusion that is
currently experienced by the private sector in relation to government
purchasing' and tendering. Overall, it should provide a realistic and
effective vehicle for far more local involvement in government business in the
Northern Territory.
In addition to the establishment of the Industrial
Supplies Office is the development of a 'comprehensive approach to enable
business in the Northern Territory to maximise its capacity to get business
out of the government dollar which has been our objective for some time.
I must commend the work of the review committee.
Its work is not yet
finished. It will proceed towards the implementation of this procedure by the
drafting of administrative arrangements. The first change will, occur in
March 1987 when the, Capital Works Tender Board functi ons will move across into
this new single Tender Board. Between now and March, all the administrative
arrangements will be established and, between March and the end of June, other
departmenta 1 opera ti ons and authori ty operati ons wi 11 be phased i rito the
purview of the singl~ Tender Board. NTEC is the only exception to that.
Because of the particular nature of NTEC and its contracts, it has been
/decided that it should not be part of the single Tender Board arrangement.
However, the Executive Officer for the Industrial Supplies Office will
participate in the tendering and tender assessment processes of NTEC to ensure
private enterprise input and that the interests of the local business
community are taken into account properly in the development of tender
documentation and in the assessment of tenders. By this means, it is hoped to
avoid the problems that we are experiencing at present.
Kakadu Video
Mr SMITH to CHIEF-MINISTER
As recorded in yesterday's Hansard, the Chief Minister said in response to
a question:
'I have a map which I am happy to make available 'to the member
for Arafura which shows the area where the filming occurred'. He then went on
to list 4 areas and the relevant 1 at the moment is near the mouth of the
South Alligator River. Yesterday, the Chief Minister used this ~ap as a basis
for saying that j the member for Arafura had his facts wrong. Is this map
accurate or does the Chief Minister, in response to the statements that he has
made this morning, wish to withdraw this and substitute a more accurate map?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, looking across the floor of the Chamber, I notice that that
map has a large red slab across it which I presume has been marked on top. As
I haVe said repeatedly, that map shows the areas where the filming ~ccurred.
No right-minded or logical person could avoid the clear view that that map was
intended· to show that filming occurred in the north-western parts of stage 2,
in the northern parts of stage 2, in the north-eastern parts of stage 2 of
Kakadu and all along the coastal areas. That map shows that quite clearlY.
It is a photocopy of a map of Kakadu National Park with circles marked in biro
around the locations where film was taken. I have said time and again, that
there ,is no accurate pinpointing of where any particular shot was taken.
Mr Smith:

It is a pretty misleading map, then.

Mr HATTON: It is not misleading. It gives a clear indication that the
filming occurred across the spectrum of the north coast of Kakadu stage 2, in
the coastal zones, and it was intended to show the levels of degradation and,
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the status of the park. The film itself contains wide and expansive shots
taken from a helicopter showing the extensive size and the broad nature of the
environment of Kakadu. Specific details, such as paperbark forest destruction
as a consequence of salt intrusion, the effects of buffalo, t~e effects of
pigs and the effects of wild horses, are all part of the gene'ral picture of
degradation in that area.
I am not saying, and we have never said, that that degradation is
irreversible. We are simply saying that what is there is there. It does not
seem to me at all unreasonable that we should try to show people, who will be
making a very important decision, the country they are talking about. That is
all we have been trying to do with that video.
It is backed up with
comprehensive 'written submissions which go into far more detail than the film
does. The film is a support to the written documentation in order to provide
some visual evidence of the area.
No right-minded person would try to take the particular line of
obfuscation that, because this map has broad circles showing the general areas
where filming occurred, it is somehow misleading. The only misleading
occurrences in this Assembly were the allegations and imputations, repeated in
the media, that the bulk of the filming occurred in the Kapalga area wher~ the
CSIRO research station is located. I refute the statement that the film is,
fundamentally about that area. It covers a wide area nf Kakadu. That is the
fact of the matter, and I state it on the basis of information given directly
to me by the people who made the film and to the comments made by those people
.
in the media this morning.
Isolated Patients Travel Accommodation Assistance Scheme
Mr STEELE to MINISTER for HEALTH
Recently there has been publicity concerning the cessation of the
Commonwealth Isolated Patients Travel Accommodation Assi5tance Scheme. What
are the details of the replacement scheme which will serve the Northern
Territory?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the member for his question. As he stated, the
Isolated Patients Travel Accommodation Assistance Scheme will be phased out at
the end of this year and a new scheme will be introduced at the beginning of
next year. The Department of Health has been developing a new scheme for some
time. It is to be called the Patients Assistance Travel Scheme - the PAT
Scheme. I will be giving more detail about it in the near future. The new
scheme will take into account the requirements nf all Territorians. The
previous scheme was quite a complicated one and there were many complaints
about it.
The Commonwealth has agreed to fund the new scheme on the basis, of its
funding for IPTAASthis year, which is $2.470m. ' That funding will be indexed.
However, the indexation is for identified health grants. We are concerned
that, if our population continues to increase at its current rate and our
growth remains the highest in Australia, we must anticipate that in future the
federal government's grant will not be sufficient to cover the needs of
isolated patients' travel. That is an issue I am taking up with the
Commonwealth Minister for Health, Mr Blewett. However, details of the
Patients' Assistance Travel Scheme will be made available soon.
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Alligator River Land Claim
Mr FINCH to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
What action is the Northern Territory government taking in relation to the
delivery of title to the Alligator River Stage 2 land claim area to the
Jabiluka Aboriginal Land Trust by the federal Minister for Aboriginal Affairs?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this is an absolutely disgraceful action by the federal
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. Once again, he has displayed his ~otal
contempt for Territorians.
I have never seen a better example of why the
Territory should become a state. It is absolutely unbelievable that a federal
minister would stoop to sneaking into Darwin, without any consultation or
prior warning, to hand over this title in some kind of secr~t ceremony. This
kind of behaviour is not just an insult to the Territory government but to all
Territorians, black and white. I note that the member for Arafura is having a
bit of a laugh and a ~huckle.
Mr B. Collins:

I never said anything.

Mr MANZIE: Obviously, he thinks it is a joke. He believes that the
Commonwealth should have the right to come in and do this sort of thing. I am
totally appalled by his attitude.
I can assure honourable members that the Northern Territory government
will take immediate action against this handover. Officers of the Department
of Law are now in Sydney. They will fil e documents in the Federal Court thi s
morning, seeking to have Mr Holding's decision overturned under the
Administrative Decisions Judicial Review Act. As part of this action, we
shall also be. seeking an order to restrain the Registrar-General from
proceeding further with the registration of ~itles in relation to the'land.
Our counsel in this case is Sir Maurice Byers QC and, if he is available this
afternoon or tomorrow morning, we will seek also an interlocutory injunction
to prevent any further action by the federal government in this matter.
I repeat that it isa disgraceful action by the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs and it displays utter contempt for all Territorians. I am appalled at
his behaviour, and I believe the editorial in the Northern Territory News last
night aptly described the actions of the minister. I commend the reading of
that editorial to all Territorians, especially the member for Arafura who may
get an idea of how Territorians feel about this most disgraceful action.
Government Contracts
Mr BELL to CHIEF MINISTER
I refer him to his answer to a previous question about the government's
review of the tendering process and to an article in last night's Northern
Territory News entitled, 'Government Told to Act on Bankruptcies'. Will the
government's review of the tendering process ensure that undischarged
bankrupts are screened out of the tendering process?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I think that is quite a reasonable question .•.
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Mr Bell:

10 out of 10 for that one? Thanks!

Mr HATTON: Yes, I give the member for MacDonnell full credit for that
question. I understand the:procedure is supposed to exclude those persons
now.
I will raise that matter specifically with the Purchasing and Tendering
Review Committee to ensure that it is addressed properly.
Ba rramund i Aquacu 1t,ure
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for PORTS and FISHERIES
What is the ~urrent situation regarding development of
aquaculture in the Northern Territory?
Mr Smith:

barramundi

With a short answer.

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, although the honourable Leader of the Opposition interjects,
'With a short answer', I think the barramundi aquaculture scene is one of the
most exciting prospects that the fishery has faced for many years, mainly
because the market already exists for barramundi.' When one considers that the
Australian community imports anywhere between 700 t to 1000 t of barramundi a
year from Thailand, it is certainly something that we should - if you will
excuse the pun - be getting our teeth into. More importantly, barramundi
farming has been practised extensively in several countries to the north of
us, par~icularly Thailand and Taiwan.
Honourab1e members would be aware that, earlier this year, I had the
opportunity to visit Taiwan and Thailand to inspect at first hand the capacity
and thecapabil ity of the Northern Territory to provide a barramundi
aquacultural operation. In September of this year, we were v,ery fortunate
that an international workshop was conducted in Darwin, and about 9'countries
were represented: Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Burma, Indonesia, the
Philippines, India, Papua New Guinea and Tahiti. The workshop concentrated on
ba rramundi aquacu 1ture t,hrough the Aus tra 1i an Centre for I nternati ona 1
Agricultural Research. We were very lucky that we were able to muster these
experts within the Darwin area. It occurred just at the time when I made the
announcement that we would develop barramundi aquaculture in the Territory
and, of course, it was very important to obtain expertise.
I really cannot understand the attitude of the Leader of the Opposition.
He is sitting there smirking and shaking his head around as if this is not an
important topic.
Mr Smith: It is very important. Why don't you make a statement on it
instead of using question time?
Mr DONDAS:
Ports and fisheries 'is'an area that needs to be nurtured and
the Leader of the Opposition would remember that the Northern Territory
government went to a great deal of expense to employ the consultant,
Erik Norgaard, to give it proper direction as far as the fishery was
concerned. We are all aware that Eric Norgaard provided the government with
4 'report~, which stated that onshore facilities would be requir~d, amongst
other things, in order to increase our fishery, which is worth about $20m a
year to us at the moment, to anywhere between $60m to $100m a year. That will
have a tremendous impact on our fisheries.
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With the recent announcement of the agreement with the Commonwealth on the
closure of the Gulf of Carpentaria from 1 December, which affects the
Territory's prawning industry, we need to develop alternative products to
export from the Northern Territory. When one considers that Australia imports
something like 80% of its fish requirements, then we should get into that
market.
As I intended to say before the Leader of the Opposition interjected, we
have been able to\ obtain the services of a Mr Cheuh from Taiwan Fisheries.
His expertise is well known in the aquacultural scene throughout the world.
In fa~t, as I understand it, Mr Cheuh is considered to be one of the fathers
of aquaculture in Taiwan. Honourable members would be aware that we have.-had
some problems with our prawning and shrimp aquaculture, mainly because the
feedstock has to be imported from Taiwan. The fall of the Australian dollar
has made the viability of those projects very marginal. More importantly,
given the amount of trash fish wit~in the region and the cheapness at which
trash fish can be landed in Darwin, the barramundi aquaculture project will be
very successful.
When I visited Taiwan, I was given an undertaking that the technology
would be given to us through Kao-hsiung and the Kailis Fisheries Group. That
is the most important thing. If we cannot obtain .the technology, we will not
succeed. To some extent, barramundi aquacu1 ture is succeedi ng in Queens 1and.
However, I believe that, if the people iri Queensland who have charge of that
project had had experience from Taiwan from the beginning, their operation
would be much better than it is. We are very lucky that we are able to
negotiate with the Kaohsiung Fishing Boat Commercial Guild and the Kail;s
Group, a joint arrangement with the Northern Territory government through its
Ports and Fisheries Department, to establish a barramundi aquaculture
operation.
I have made some public announcements about the first stage, which is a
pilot project. We hope to have that in place this year. We will use some of
the facilities within the port. Model ponds are being constructed in· Perth_
now to develop some of the breedin'g stock that we. hope to be able to catch in
our northern waters some time in December.
It becomes exciting when you
realise that there are 2 types of aquaculture - pond aquaculture and cage
aquaculture. Cage aquaculture is used predominantly in Thailand. It is used
in river systems. Mr Speaker, .think of the river systems that we have in the
Northern Territory and those which are close to our Aboriginal communities;
It is quite feasible to sell fish at the fingerling stage to those communities
which can then put them into the cage operations which are very cheap to put
together. Preliminary estimates show that it is. possible to enter cage
aquaculture production for less than $10 000,: with the capacity to produce
about 2000 t a year. That has tremendous significance. In an Aboriginal
community where the tidal waters are rigl'lt, the people would be able to catch
their own trash fish and feed the fingerlings to a size of 750 g at which
stage-they would be easy to market in restaurants in the southern capitals.
That is why I think it is fantastic.
As far as pond culture is concerned, that can be carried out on land. We
could process the fish and send chilled barramundi to the southern capitals
within 7 hours of the fish being taken from the water. Everybody, not only in
Australia but overseas, is crying out ·for chilled fish products. The present
method of obtaining barramundi is to catch it at seai fillet, process and
freeze it and eventually send it south. How~ver, with pond aquacul ture, we
would be able to take out 500 kg or 1000 kg on request, process and chill it,
and have it on a plane for the .Melbourne and Sydney markets.
I believe we
would not be able to keep up with the demand.
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The other exciting aspect of using fingerlings relates to complaints from
amateur fishermen about pressures on our river systems. They are at
loggerheads with the professional barramundi fishermen, arguing that some of
our river systems have been fished out. Once we can get into production of
fingerlings, we will be able to restock the river systems. The main problem
is that, when the fingerlings are released into the rivers, the predators get
stuck into them and they do not survive.
Even more importantly, we will be able to
tourist who comes to the Northern Territory wants
it is hard. Even the locals who go out year
barramundi are unsuccessful. If we could restock
res~rve them purely for amateurs and tourists,
impact.

stock our billabongs. Every
to catch a barramundi, but
after year trying to catch a
our billabong system and
that would have a tremendous

What will be the fate of the professional barramundi fisherman? Over the
last 5 years, we have had a buy-back scheme, which has cost the Department of
Ports and Fisheries a considerable amount, to try to reduce the level of
effort in the barramundi indus~ry. In 1981 or 1982, I understand that more
than 100 barramundi licences were 'being used. That was ·too many for the
viability of the industry. At the moment, I understand there are only about
45 barramundi licences in operation and it remains the intention of the
government to further reduce that level of effort.
If aquaculture is successful. it wil) have a tremendous impact on the
barramundi and shrimp industries. Shrimp aquaculture is struggling at the
moment. The trash fish that is landed on shore will be processed in a
stockfeed plant and the by-products can be used as fertiliser. This will
provide cheap stockfeed for our piggeries and for the shrimp aquaculture
project.
Mr Speaker, I hope that I have been able to give the member for. Ludmilla a
clear idea of where we are going with barramundi aquaculture. Early in
December, I hop~ to be able to visit Western Australia to' see the pilot
project that is being assembled now by the Kailis Group. There is a piece of
land in our port area which is not being used at the moment. It has a nice
big shed on it which will give us the capacity to breed, both inside and ~
outside. I understand that Mono Pumps have offered to provide. free of
charge, the necessary equipment to bring the water up from the harbour into
the ponds.
Mr Ede:

This is a ministerial statement.

Mr DONDAS:
not deter me.

Obviously, they are not interested, Mr Speaker, but they will
'

This will be one of the most exciting projects that the Northern Territory
has seen and, more importantly, it will not cost an arm and a leg to develop
it.
Details of Compensation to Public Servants
Mr EDE to CHIEF MINISTER
Given
details of
dismissal
-details of

his refusal to reply to a question I placed on notice. requesting
the compensation paid to Mr John Armstrong following his wrongful
from NTEC, and his refusal today to provide this Assembly with
compensation paid to Dr Madden following his dismissal, would he
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advise if it is now the policy of this government to bind public servants to
secrecy as to details of amounts received where those details could cause
embarrassment and, if so, how does he reconcile that policy with this
Assembly's rig~t and obligation to ensure accountability of expenditure on
behalf of Northern Territory taxpayers?
.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, we do not have a specific policy of binding people to secrecy
and I refute the imputation of improper practice implicit in the question.
Mr Smith:

Why then did you insist on the secrecy provisions?

Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, I know the ALP likes to adopt an attitude
combining the big-brother and the tall-poppy syndromes. It likes to attack
everybody and stick its nose into every individual's private affairs.
Is it
of any relevance or benefit to this Assembly that we provide a list showing
every public servant that
,I
Members interjecting.
Mr SPEAKER:

Order!

Mr HATTON: Like other individuals in this. society, public servants are
entitled to their privacy. The arrangements between individual public
servants and thelr employer in so far as their remunerations or matters
dealing directly with their own personal. associati6n with government are
concerned should not necessarily be the subject of public debate. We are not
prepared to enter into a general program to expose every small detail of every
arrangement with every public servant. We respect the privacy of public
servants and we do not subscri be to the tall-poppy syndrome and the sort of
ghoulish interest displayed by members opposite in whatever is happening in
relation to private employment arrangements of individual public servants.
Mr Smith:

It did not worry Dr Madden.

Why does it worry you?

Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, as I was going to say, it would be about as
relevant as revealing the names and details of every government home loan made
to individual public servants in the Northern Territory. We will not engage
in that practice ••.
'Mr Bell:

Some of those would be interesting.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! I have been very tolerant· towards
MacDonnell. The Chief Min/ister will be heard in silence.

the member for

Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, Dr Madden and the government have agreed that
there will be no further comment on the matter and that is where it will rest.
Taminmin

~igh

School

I

Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Can he give me information of the future ~f the Taminmin High School in
relation to year levels being retained, particularly with reference to the
school farm?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I believe this question relates to whether Taminmin High
School will be a junior high school or a senior secondary college under the
changes that we are implementing at the moment. There has been considerable
rumour and innuendo in th~ rural area regarding what will occur with Taminmin.
Unfortunately, a rumour has been circulating that Taminmin will be a junior
high school next year. That has no basis in fact. Next year and the
following year, Taminmin will continue as at present. I would ask anyone who
has any comment to make in relation to what will occur at Taminmin to contact
my office or the Department of Education before they give advice or write
articles in newspapers because that only creates trauma for p~rents ~nd the
students concerned.
The students and staff at Taminmin should be extremely proud of the farm
and the agricultural program. Part of the curriculum is devoted to
agricultural pursuits. The keenness of the staff and students is demonstrated
by the fact that teachers are attending at the school at 6 am in order to
harvest zucchini crops and other vegetables. That is indicative of the
enthusiasm of people in the rural area. Also, I believe many students are
applying what they learn and putting it into practice on .their rural.. blocks.
The member for Koolpinyah has spoken highly of what is occurring at Taminmin
School and the fact that the students put into practice at home what they have
learned at school.
This demonstrates what is happening through our education system. Young·
people are being prepared for the time when they leave school so that they
will be able to obtain employment and pursue occupations that will be of
benefit to the Territory. What is occurring at Taminmin is probably
. indicative of what is occurring throughout the Territory, and that quite a
deal of enthusiasm is demonstrated both by students and staff towards the
education process.
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Aboriginal Employment in Northern Territory Public Service
Mr STEELE to CHIEF MINISTER
What is the Northern Territory government doing to raise the level of
Aboriginal employment in the Northern Territory Public Service?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, .as honourable members will be aware, the Northern Territory
government has had a policy target in place for some time to increase the
proportion of Aboriginal employment to 20% of the public service by the
year 1990. That program is continuing quite successfully. An Aboriginal
Development Branch was established in the Office of the Public Service
Commissioner' in January 1984 as part of the program to implement this in an
effective way. Members may be interested to know the programs that have been
put in place to provide vehicles to give Aboriginal people, not only
employment, but effective employment and promotional opportunities through the
Northern Territory Public Service.
For example, there is a work-based schools program aimed at developing and
improving basic work skills such as interviewing, communication etc. This
program has motivated participants so successfully that many of them have
enrolled to undertake other courses in their own time.
In addition ,career
development and counselling is available. It is aimed at personal development
to increase the promotional possibilities of Aboriginal
employees.
Recruitment activities in the Northern Territory Public Service are being
marketed in Aboriginal communities to· encourage Aboriginals to apply for
employment and traineeships in the NTPS.
Finally, the Aboriginal Development Branch has developeo and implemented.
the unique group intake program for,NEASA trainees. This program began in'
April 1986 and has created considerable interest nationally, and for one
fundamental reason: because it is working. The program is an excellent
example of Northern.Territory and Commonwealth cooperation; In this sense, we
have developed this program in a very innovative and effective way. Whilst
the program is funded by the Commonwealth, the Northern Territory provides
staff and facilities for that trainee course. Credit for the effectiveness of
. thiS program must go to the Aboriginal Development Branch of the Office of the
Public Service Commissioner which designed, introduced and is coordinating
this adult intake scheme. The design has overcome one of the major pitfalls
experi enced in the pri ority 1 sche.me in that thi s tra i nee program is actually
.
linked with permanent employment.
Those programs' are working effectivelyand i demonstrate clearly the
Northern Territory government's commitment to its objective of achieving 20%
Aboriginal employment in the public service, not simply in a temporary or
superficial manner, but to provide real employment of, and participation by,
Aboriginal people in real jobs in the Northern Territory Public Service. It
is proceedi'ng quite well and wi 11 be rei nforced and promoted further by the
recent relocation of the Office for Equal Opportunity within the Office of the
Public Service Commissioner.

{
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Harry Giese Centre
Mr LEO to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Is he aware that, on 13 November this year, the Harry Giese Centre was
forced to write to parents of children of 6 years and younger, who had used
the centre for respite care, informing them that it could no longer provide
that service because of a lack of funding, and what steps will he take to
ensure that these children and their parents will continue\to receive respite
~ervices?

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I was
but I know the problems
of respite care over
this area when I was an

not aware that such a letter had been sent to parents
that the Harry Giese Centre has had with the provision
a number of years. In fact, I was already involved in
alderman on the Darwin City Council.

A few weeks ago, I sat down with the manager and president of the Harry
Giese Centre and discussed a number of problems that the centre has •. A major
problem is that the centre has not had a 5-yearplan in place to meet the
needs of handicapped people over recent times. Sad to say, no such plan ~as
been in place. On that day, we discussed the fact that they had received
information from the federal government that some $45 000 was to be made
available to the centre for extensions to its building, but such an extension
would have resulted in a piecemeal or patchwork job on the facilities that it
has there. To assist the centre, I made approaches to the Ministe'r for Health
and asked that a top echelon committee of public servants be formed to assist
the people of the Harry Giese Centre to put together a program through which
it could use effectively the relatively small amount of money from the federal
government.
It seems that the opposition looks at services like respite care as though
there can be some quick solution, as it does a number of issues that I have
mentioned in these sittings. There is no quick solution to the problems
associated with respite care even as there is no quick solution to certain
problems in other areas. This governme~t has been looking at that particular
matter -for quite some time and it has in place services that are second to
none in Australia. This is a problem for all Australians and it exists
throughout Australia. The Territory is no exception. We are not isolated in
this. We have no magic wand in the Northern Territory even as governments
throughout Australia have no magic wand with which to cope with this
particular problem.
I am very much aware of the problems that the Harry Giese Centre has
experienced and I have been for a number of years. I am aware also of the
problems that exist for parents of some children at the Henbury Avenue Special
School. I am fully informed on those problems and am liaising with the
Minister for Health in relation to them. We are taking steps to alleviate the
problems. This opposition simply will not accept the fact that there is no
simple, flick-of-the-finger solution to this. We are addressing it in a very
responsible way, and I am sure that the people at the Harry Giese Centre and
the parents of handicapped children, the people who really need some
assistance in terms of reSPite care, are aware that we share their
frustration. They know that we are working to a system but that, despite
their frustrations, there is no quick solution.
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World Heritage Listing of Kakadu National Park
Mr FIRMIN to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
What progress has occurred on the Territory government's legal action to
prevent stage'2 of Kakadu National Park from being placed on the World
Heritage List?
Mr B. Collins:
Mr SPEAKER:

One would have thought that was sub judice.

Order!

The Attorney-General will be heard ,in silence.

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, on Tuesday, the Territory government succeeded in obtaining an
order nisi against 2 federal ministers, the Minister for the Environment and
the federal Attorney-General, and that was formalised yesterday. The order
nisi means the federal government must now show cause why writs of prohibition
should not be issued to prevent any further action to have Kakadu stage 2
placed on the World Heritage List. The hearing will begin in the Federal
Court in Sydney today and the Territory government will be arguing its case
alongside Peko-Wallsend which has taken similar action. The . Northern
Territory Solicitor General, Mr Brian Martin QC, will handle the Territory
government's case.
Government Purchases on Vendor's Estimate of Value
Mr LEO to ACTING TREASURER
Can he advise whether or not it is standard government practice to
purchase items of property on the basis of the vendor's estimate of the number
of items and their value?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker; the qvestion is so broad that it would be impossible for 'the
Treasurer himself to answer it off the top of his head. As I am answering in
an acting capacity, I would ask the honourable member to show some courtesy
towards other members of the Assembly, as I suggested a couple of days ago,
and give some forewarning of questions.' In that way, I shall be able to
provide delailed information to members. Clearly, the purpose of question
time is to obtain accurate information, not to test the memories of acting
ministers.
I am sure that other members would like detailed answers. I will
undertake to obtain that information and supply it to the honourable member
for Nhulunbuy at the earliest opportunity.
Government
Purchases on Vendor's Estimate of Value
,
Mr LEO to ACTING TREASURER
Mr Speaker, I have a supplementary question.
If' it is not standard
practice for the government to purchase items of property on the vendor's
estimate of the number of items of property and their value, why was that
practice followed and only the vendor's estimate of the value of the property
and the number of items on the property obtained in the purchase of
Annaburroo?
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Mr HATTON: A point of order,Mr Speaker! The honourable member is asking
'
a supplementary question about an answer that has not been given.
Mr Ede:

We are used to not getting answers.

Mr SPEAKER: Order!
Mr B. Collins:
heard.

That is the we'irdest point of order that I have ever

Mr Ede: They have not ,answered the question.
judice?
'
,

Does that mean
'

it is sub

Mr SPEAKER:
I would remind the honourable member for Nhulunbuy
would! be regarded as a completely new question. '

tha~

that

Fringe Benefits Tax
Mr D.W. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
What are the consequences for Territorians of a recent change in the
fringe benefits tax, particularly in regard to those public servants who
convert their air fares into cash in order to travel interstate by vehicle?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I wi 11 be happy to answer the honourable member. Over the
last week or so, there has been some confusion on this, as there has 'been with
most aspects of this crazy and iniquitous tax.
For example, if a public
servant receives an air fare to proceed on leave, which he is entitled to
under the determinations governing his employment, the employer - in this
example the Northern Territory government - is required to pay this iniquitous
fringe benefits tax on the value of that fare. The Northern Territory
government has a legal obligation to pay air fares for public servants every
2 years. Apparently, one of Mr Hawke's or Mr Keating's famous 'unintended
consequences' has arisen whereby, if an employee decides to convert that air
fare into money and travel in his own vehicle interstate, that employee will
have to pay that tax.
In fact, nobody should have to pay tax on that air
fare. Payment of air fares is a legal obligation imposed by a federal
jurisdiction, the Australian Conciliation and Arbitration Commission. It is
an unavoidable cost; it is not a discretionary cost on the employer, as are
most of the fringe benefits tax liabilities that are winding Australia down
quite dramatically as they suck more of the money that could be invested in
Australia into the avaricious pockets of the federal government to be wasted
on commissions of the future and such.
This iniquitous tax has created a number of ~nomalies. ~his matter is of
some concern to the' community. When this latest issue was raised, the
Taxation'Commissioner had to say that it was an unintended consequence and
advised that the employee/ would not be taxed for travelling by vehicle.
Unfortunately, the consequence of that is that every taxpayer in the Northern
Territory now has to ,bear the burden of this tax. It is about time the
federa.1 government woke up to the fact that this is not a fringe benefits tax;
it is a 'farewell Bob' tax, and the sooner that happens the better.
We know that, when the federal opposition gets back into power, this tax
will end up in the rubbish bin where it should be. The sooner that happens,
the better it will be for Australia. When it happens, funds can be put into
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the hands of the private sector for investment which will create real jobs
instead of money going to fund the socialist experiments of this federal
government and being burnt up by the employment of more public servants to
administer the collection of more and more taxes. That is how Australia is
being driven down the gurgler by the federal government.
Water Charges for Housing Commission Tenants
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for HOUSING
Given the confusion surrounding recent changes to the water and sewerage
rates and billing system and given that there is now no basi'c water charge as
such, can he allay fears held by a number of Housing Commission tenants that
they will now be required to m~et all water charges?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, although details of the revised administrative arrangements
have not been finalised, I can assure the member for Leanyer that Housing
Commission tenants, whether resident in detached dwellings or flats, will not
be required to pay the total water charges billed to the Housing Commission by
the Water Division of the Department of Transport and Works. A paper that is
before me at present will finalise those particular arrangements.
In
particular, that paper addresses the issue of the level on which the basic
water charges will be· calculated. Whilst arrangements have not been
Jinalised, I can assure Housing Commission tenants that there will be very
little change to their water charges in the future.
Mustering Contract on 001100 Grazing Licence
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
This concerns a matter for which he was .the minister responsible at the
time, and it is not unrelated to the Annaburroo. question. Is it true that a
right was given to Mr John Harrower for a flat fee of $60 000 to muster, and
dispose of as he saw fit, cattle from the 001100 Grazing Licence and
associated areas, and that, at the time, ~attle numbers were estimated
at 1200? Is"it true that, so far, Mr Harrower has mustered off that block in
excess of 3000 and approaching 4000 head of cattle with "an estimated 2000
remaining, and has already processed" cattle worth in excess of $400 000
through the meatworks for his $60 OOO? If that is true, who in the government
was responsible in the first place for allowing Mr Harro~er - and this is no
criticism of him - for his $60 000 to obtain"in excess of $400 000 worth of
cattle which were public property? What measures were taken by the department
and by the ininister'then responsible, who is now the Chief Minister, to
conduct a~ ·accurate muster" of the property before the cattle were sold off
for $60 OOO?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, "there is a multitude of detail
question.
Mr B. Collins:

required by that particular

And lots of correspondence signed by you.

Mr HATTON: Mr Speaker, I am in noway resiling from my intention to
answer the question and answer it properly. However, before I answer, I will
check th~ details because the member has referred to a number of events.
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Frankly, I do not have in my head, nor could anyone reasonably expect that I
should, specific details of amounts of money and numbers of cattle mustered
and put through an abattoir under a particular contract.
I will provide a
full explanation of those circumstances. Many issues were involved in the
decision to run tha~muster and let that ton tract on 001100, as I am sure the
member opposite is aware. I will provide a -full answer.
Crocodile Meat for Darwin Restaurant
Mr PERRON to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
How is it that a restaurant in Darwin will soon be serving crocodile meat
when the plan of management in the Northern Territory is not yet in place?
I
understand that such a plan of management is required to permit the
exploitation of crocodiles in the Northern Territory.
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, crocodiles have been very much in the news recently. I asked
this same question when I read that, not only was crocodile meat- to be sold in
a restaurant in Darwin, but it would be served on Qantas flights out of
Australia. That seemed strange to m~ because we have spent substantial sums
of money working up a plan of management to enable us to export crocodile
skins and, potentially, meat from our Territory farms. Of course, the answer
is that permission has been given for a very small quantity of crocodile meat
,to come into the Northern Territory from the Edward River Crocodile Farm in
Queensland.
The Edward River Crocodile Farm was established by an Abo~iginal group in
the north of Queensland some years ago, with a great deal of assistance from
the federal government. They are breeding from animals that are held in
captivity and they are not taking any crocodiles or hatchlings from the wild.
The reason the Northern Territory had to go into the detail of providing a
plan of management at considerable expense was ,because, through that plan of
management, we intended to manage crocodiles in the wild. We will be taking
eggs and hatchlings, transferring them to hatcheries at the crocodile farm and
producing crocodiles for skins and, potentially, meat.
Under our national
agreements on the preservation and conservation of wildlife that process
requires a plan of management.~ We will proceed with that intention.
That plan of management is before the ANPWS at present.
It received a
great deal of support recently at the meeting of the Crocodile Management
Group at Quito in Equador In fact, it was regarded as an excellent do~ument
that would goa long way towards conservation of crocodiles in the Northern
Territory. Under that plan, we will be taking up to 4000 eggs and hatchlings
per annum from the wild and they will be taken to the farm. Up to 5% of those
hatchlings will. be returned to the wild if there seems to be any area in which
crocodiles are in short supply. We will be able to return crocodiles ,of 1 m
in length to the wild. I believe only about Q.01% of crocodiles born survive
to reach 1 m in length.
I understand that the Crocodile Management Group has fully supported the
plan of management. If it has done what it said it would do. it has written
to the ANPWS indicating its support for that method of management. Now it
requires only the signature of the Director of the ANPWS to approve that plan
of management and we can commence production of crocodiles and put our own
crocodile meat into restaurants in the Northern Territory.
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The recent report in the newspapers, that Qantas would be serving
crocodile meat on flights out of Queensland in the near future, was false. In
fact, I understand that Qantas is very embarrassed by that report.
It was
issued by the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and I understand. that he
obtained the information from the bloke next door and that there was no truth
in the matter.
Mr Ede: Actually, it was goanna.
Mr McCARTHY: I am not sure qbout that, but certainly it was not crocodile
meat. We hope that Qantas will take our meat and also that crocodile meat
wi 11 be served in restaurants throughout the Northern Territory. We wi 1i have
a plan of management in place that will conserve crocodiles. We are really in
the business of conserving arid managing crocodiles effectively and properly.
I have eaten crocodile meat and I think it is very good.
Mr B. Collins:

It is terrible.

Mr McCARTHY: Perhaps the honourable member ate a steak from an old bull
crocodile, but there is nothing better than a steak from a fresh, young
crocodile.,
Mr B. Collins: Maybe I ate one that had been fattened on tourists.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! If the comparison of culinary delights and epicurean
desires o~ honourable members are exhausted, I will ask the Minister for
Conservation to continue with his answer.
Mr McCARTHY: I might just add that, as I mentioned yesterday, the sort of
report that appears occasionally in the press throughout Australia, that
crocodiles are savaging people day after day, is ridiculous.
In fact,
crocodiles are an important part of the Northern Territory environment. We
must maintain crocopile numbers in our rivers. We must manage them
effectively and control them, and we must ensure the safety of people, but
that requires only a fair amount of common sense. If people go into water
where there are signs indicating that there are crocodiles, they are asking'
for trouble. At Shady Camp recently, I saw a dozen fishermen up to their
waists in water 1 km away from ,at least a dozen large crocodiles. I saw this
from the air. If there were a dozen large crocodiles 1 km away, there would
have been a dozen large crocodiles at their feet. In my view, that is a
foolish way to behave . . If people were more careful, they would be in no
great danger from crocodiles.
Mu~tering
\

Contract on 001100 Grazing Licence
,

"-

Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER:
Mr Speaker, I repeat my previous question but have cut out much of the
detail that was confusing, because I want this question answered.
Is it correct that, while he was the responsible minister, for a flat fee
of $60 000 Mr John'Harrower was able to muster cattle on the 001100 Grazing
Licence - despite advice given by the proprietor of the grazing licence that
the cattle were-worth more than that - and so far has mustered and processed
in excess of $400 000 worth of cattle with an estimated 2000 head to go?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the honourable member is quite correct: he is simply
repeating his questions. The information is being collated at the moment. I
am not in the practice of misleading the Assembly, and the member is seeking
specific' details. The member knows that there have been problems surrounding
the 001100 property and its acquisition for some years. As Minister for Lands
and Minister for Primary Production, last year I 'conducted extensive
negotiations with Mr~Rixon to resolve those issues, one of which was the need
to clear stock still on the property, for which Mr Rixon held mustering
rights. The cattle were causing problems for the BTEC program and for the
finalisation of arrangements for 001100 and Mr Rixon was having difficulties
in mustering. I resolved an arrangement with Mr Rixon for the mustering of
stock which, I might say, was significantly to his advantage. I am obtaining
details of that arrangement so that I can answer the question fully.
.
Relationship between Territory Government and Federal Coalition
MrFINCH to CHIEF MINISTER
Given the importance to the Northern Territory of its dealings .with the
federal government, what action has the government taken to ensure a sound
working relationship with the federal coalition parties which are preparing
their policies for the next federal'election now?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, a considerable amount ofliai~on and cooperation is occurring
with the federal opposition, particulBrly with the current Leader of the
Opposition, Mr Howard. The relationship between the Territory government and
the federal opposition is the most positive that we have ever had with any
federal party in the period since self-government~ Over a number of months,
many matters of vital importance to the N~rthern Territory have been
discussed. These include the fringe benefits tax, the problems with Imparja,
Kakadu, the Land Rights Act and the'multitude of assaults that have been made
on the Northern Territory by the Hawke government.
We know Australia is experiencing a very difficult time at the moment, but
probably its greatest difficulty is that it is involved in the death throes of
the Hawke government. Quite clearly, Australia is facing the same sort of
problems that confronted it during the dying days of the Whitlamgovernment.
At that time, the facade of the right wing fell away and there was a shift to
the left whi~h resulted in the rapid introduction of the more socialist
policies of'the Labor Party as it sought to put them in place because it knew
it would be tossed out of government~ That is happening again now. We have
seen switches and changes over the last 3 months as the' left assumes dominance
. of the Labor Party federally and, quite obviously, here in the Northern
Territory as well.
..J
I have no doubt that the present coalition opposition will form the next
federal government as soon as Hawke is game to go to the people. Hawke will
be tossed out on his ear, and we will see a decent government in Canberra. We
will begin to see the introduction of policies that will provide for the
decent constitutional development of the Territory, that will bring
rationality into the management of our national parks and policies on
Aboriginal land rights and mining issues in the NO,rthern Territory. There is
no doubt that the best way to resolve the problems of the Northern Territory
is to get Hawke out of government.
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Mr Speaker, through the relationship the Northern Territory government i's
developing, the federal opposition and the shadow Cabinet are becoming
increasingly aware of the details of the inequities that are being foisted on
the Northern Territory. I have faith that, when the federal oppos.ition gains
government, it will mDve to correct many of these anomalies, rationalise our
state;..type relationship with the federal government and do away with these
crazy policies. I do not claim that we will receive any special financial
favours, but the very clear and solid stance th~tMr Howard has been taking,
and his readiness to stand up without making promises for short-term electoral
gain, give me confi,dence that, when he says he will do something when in
government, he will do it. There is no doubt that the f~deral opposition is
not prepared to make a promise that it cannot fulfil. Once the federal
opposition is in government, it will not subject the Territory to the sort of
disappointments it experienced during the Fraser years.
One of the great benefits that will come with a Liberal National Party
federa 1 government wi 11 be' the reintroducti on of some sense of free
enterprise. We will be freed of the crazy policies of the current federal
Minister for Transport who is ruining our airports. We will have a chance to
introduce private airport development in the Northern Territory. We' will be
given the opportunity to invite private railway construction and to get things
going in the Northern Territory without the restrictions imposed by, the
Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service and the lunatic uranium
policies of the Labor Party.
'
Financial Settlement with Dr Madden
Mr SMITH to CHIEF MINISTER
Mr Speaker, I am happy to oblige with a question that is within his
competence. ,From which budget appropriation did ~the money to pay the
financial settlement to Dr Richard Madden come?
Mr Ede: He doesn't know.
Mr Smith:

A brown envelope!

Mr SPEAKER: Order!
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am sorry that the honourable member evidences such a lack of
knowledge of the financial arrangements of government, considering that he has
been posturing as the shadow treasurer now for some years - 'posturing' being
the appropriate terminology, Mr Speaker,
Mr Smith:

Why don't you answer the question and demonstrate my ignorance?

Mr HATTON: The simple answer is the logical answer.
salaries vote of the Department of the Treasury.

It came from the

Effect of 'Crocodile Dundee' on Tourism
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for TOURISM
Has the release of the motion picture '~rocodile\ Dundee'in the United
States resulted in an increase in the ,number of Americans. wishing to visit the
Northern Territory, and how will the success of the film impact on the
Au.stralian tourism industry now and in the future?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, -I am aware that that question was answered in part by myself,
in a very broad sense, in response to a question from the Leader of the
Opposition during the committee stage of the Appropriation Bill, as honourable
members opposite would be well aware if they were listening. Since then, I
have been able to obtain some further information that is relevant to the
question and I am sure the Leader of the OpPosition has maintained his
interest. A further submission has been made, in draft form, on a survey
looking at Australian tourism to the year 2000, which I want to touch on very
briefly, in conjunction with the success of the movie, 'Crocodile Dundee'. I
think the matters I shall raise and the figures I shall quote are of such
importance, not only to every Northern Territorian but every Australian that,
unless there is a great awakening in certain circles of government, by the
year 2000 one of the biggest opportunities for the economy of this nation, now
and in the future, will have been lost for all time.
Apparently; one should never underestimate the power of motion pictures
because, as I outlined briefly during the committee stage of the Appropriation
Bill, 'Crocodile Dundee' has had a staggering effect in America. I said that
we had been inundated with queries at our Los Angeles office. The. sttuation
has reached a point where not only our office but the Australian Tourist
Commission office and the offices of the South Australian and Queensland
governments are working at a hectic pace and physically cannot handle the
number of inquiries they are receiving. I am told that, in September this
year, there was a staggering increase of 41% in applications for visas by
Americans wishing to come to Australia. The impact of that is being felt in
the Northern Territory already. That figure indicates that, in the coming
months, the rush of American tourists to Australian shores will be something
far beyond the conservative estimates that have been bandied around before.
Places like Yularaand parts of central Australia are already fully booked for
September, October, November and December 1987. It would have been unheard of
to predict such figures some 12 to 18 months ago.
However, it is the future of the tourist industry, and Australia and the
Northern Territory, that I wish to spend a few minutes talking about.
In
1982, only about 1 million overseas visitors came to these shores. From 1982
to date, we are looking at a figure between 2 million to 2.5 million.
Research .done recently throughout the South Pacific, America and elsewhere
indicates that, by the year 2000, an unbelievable 5 million overseas visitors
will come to Australia. It is estimated that, at that time, the adult
population of this country will be in the order of 10 to 12 million people.
That will be a staggering ratio of visitors vis-a-vis the adult population in
this country by the year 2000.
Recently, at the Australian Tourist Ministers Council, many discussions.
were held about the inadequacy of Australia's airports - that is, the
inadequacy of our major, in-bound airports now, not in the year 2000. It is
no secret that Sydney and Melbourne International Airports simply cannot
handle the number of visitors arriving in this country at the moment. I think'
a more visionary perspective needs to be developed in the approach by the
existing federal government to the development. of infrastructure. Catering
for 5 million tourists in the year 2000 requires forward planning, and it must
be done now. Every indication from the current federal government is that
nothing is happening and that forward planning and development are stagnating.
The Australian Tourist Commission is in a state of disarray and the only
successes in tourism promotion that can be held high for everybody to look at
are those of the Northern Territory and Queensland.
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Mr Speaker, may I talk specifically about our efforts overseas? We have
made no secret to all those involved in the Austral ian tourist industry of the
fact that that we took the decision not to become involved, in the physical
sense of staff, with the Australian Tourist Commission. We stepped out into
Frankfurt, London, Tokyo, Singapore, Los Angeles and now, New Zealand,
employing local people in the local market. To a large extent, Queensland is
starting to follow in our footsteps. I am led to believe that a report to be
tabled soon regarding the Australian Tourist Commission points in a direction
completely opposite to the approach by which success has been achieved by the
Northern Territory. That is very alarming information and :1 would suggest to
all and sundry that, in future years, whilst the Northern Territory continues
to ,operate its overseas offices to promote the Territory and the rest of
Australia with such outstanding success, its voice should be heard, especially
at times when appropriations are being made and we are looking at rising costs
resulting from the devaluation of the Australian dollar.
Talkjng about infrastructure that is relevant to the Northern Territory,
'Crocodile Dundee ' contains shots of Kakadu. We went out to promote the
Northern Territory with respect to 'Crocodile Dundee ' , hand-in-hand with the
Queensland Tourist and Travel Corporation. In fact, we have spent $0.25m with Qanta~, Ansett and the Queensland tourist people each' contributing
roughly $0.25m - for the promotion in America. We are about to do exactly the
same thing throughout Europe, the United Kingdom, South America, Japan and
Asia. If the impact of that film in thos~ countries is only 10% or 20% of the
impact it made in America, it ,will mean only 1 thing: Australia will not be
ready or able to handle the number of people who will come to this country.
For too long Australians in general have had the wrong attitude to the value
of the tourist industry.
'
In the Northern Territory, we know how important the tourist and the
tourist dollar are to our future. We rely on other states, such as
Queensland, and more particularly the federal government, to ensure that the
rest of Australia wakes up and realises the value bf that tourist dollar. All
those figures are available to the federal government at the moment. One
would think that, with that information before it, it would realise the
urgency of the need to estabJ,ish a major international airport at Brisbane.
The federal government is proceeding with the' domestic side of it, and I
believe/ is heading reluctantly towards the international scene. Flights are
arriving in Cairns, Brisbane, Perth, Adelaide and Melbourne. But, Mr Speaker,
I can tell you of 2 places that they are not coming to: Darwin and Alice
Springs. Regardless of this government's repeated requests to both the Labor
federal government and the previous Liberal federal government to upgrade the
facilities, nothing has been done.
It is only fair and reasonable to presume that the Northern Territory will
receive a,major ~roportion of those visitors who will be coming to Aust~alia.
We could take even more through our airport and relieve a massive burden at
the Melbourne and Sydney International Airports if somebody in the federal
Labor government would just give us a fair go and let us develop Darwin as the
gateway to Asia and the rest of the world.
.

The federal Minister for Tourism, John Brown, is quite happy to be seen
promoting 'Crocodile Dundee ' • He is quite happy to take the credit for it
overseas, as are the Prime Minister and the rest of the Labor government. But
what in heaven's name are they doing, in a physical sense, to ensure that this
country can' take advantage of its natural features? The motion picture
'Crocodile Dundee ' is an outstanding success and the federal government needs
to realise, as forward-thinking governments in the Northern Territory and
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Queensland do, that tourism is one industry that will develop in Australia
over the next 2 decades. It will develop to the point where Australia will
have a chance to rise up and become a great nation again economically. That
will happen only if the federal government unties its purse strings and starts
to develop some of the strategies and physical facilities which will be needed
to encourage more visitors to come here in the knowledge that they will be
treated fairly and equally and have as good a time as everybody knows you can
have in Australia.
The film has been unbel ievably successful. This has been demonstrated by
the fact that 2 features of the fil~ • Never Never Tours and the Walkabout
Hotel - are mentioned constantly by travel i agents ringing the Northern
Territory's tourist office, the Australian Tourist Commission office and the
Queensland tourist office. The agents are ringing seeking to book tours with
Never Never Tours which, of course, is a fictitious entity •. With all respect
to the member for Nhulunbuy, there is a Walkabout Hotel in Gove. No one is
suggesting that that is the Walkabout Hotel shown in the film.
I am sure
people in Gove are quite proud of their present facility. However, people are
ringing up, looking for brochures and asking for room rates for the Walkabout
Hotel shown in the film. The film has made a great impact.
There was a 41% increase in the number of Americans applying for visas to
come to, this country in the first month after the film commenced screening.
One asks,' what does the future hold? The answer is, nothing but growth. I
suggest that a figure of 5 million tourists coming to this country by the
year 2000 is very conservative indeed. We in the Northern Territory know what
is required so I hope that the federal government starts to sit up and take
notice. It will probably take. notice, as it has done in the past, when it is
too late, when people are clamouring to come to Australia's shores and find
they cannot get on an aeroplane because of the congestion at Melbourne and
Sydney~international airports.
The Northern Territory is up front. We are confi dent that the growth wH 1
continue and I would suggest that, instead of complaining all the time,
members opposite should insist that their federal colleagues, especially the
Minister for Transport and the Minister for Aviation, ensure that Darwin and
Alice Springs become recognised as international airports to allow more and
more overseas visitors to cO,me to the Northern Territory.
Power at Anguala Community
Mr BELL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
To bring question time back to earth, I ask what arrangements
made to provide power at the Anguala community near Alcoota Station?

hav~

been

ANSWER
I thank the honourable member for the written notice of this question he
gave me 2 days ago. I took it that that notice and the apparent urgency about
the answer indicated that this matter had just come to his attention. I would
like to answer the question, Mr Speaker, and I am sure that you will be very
pleased to ~ear the answer because the first time that this matter was raised
with the Northern Territory government was by your good self in February of
this'year. It was obvious that the member responsible for that particular
area had not been roaming around and •••
.
Mr Smith:

Next time we will not give you notice.
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Mr Bell:

You are fairly hard to deal with, fella.

Mr SPEAKER: Order!
heard in silence.

Interjections will

cease and the minist,er will be

Mr DALE: Mr Speaker, I would like to give a little background on this
subject. Alcoota Station is situated approximately 150 kmnorth-east of Alice
Springs and a group of about 70 Aboriginal people have been resident there for
many years and are incorporated as Anguala Community Incorporated.
Mr Speaker, as member for Braitlin.g, you wrote originally to the minister
on 17 February 1986, requesting a power generation plant for the community.
You had been approached by your friends in that area and you had represented
them when the member for Stuart. You sent a telex on the subject on 17 March
1986 and wrote again on 3 July 1986. You received replies stating that the
government was undertaking investigations in that community to s,ee~ what could
be done. The'facilities there include a new school, 5 new brick houses, 8 old
, shelters, 5 laundry shower units, a health clinic and an old school building
which may soon become a store. The water supply comes from 2 bores, one of
which is equipped with a windmill and the other with a diesel motor.
Mr Speaker, following the investigation, I 'wrote to you indicating that
there was a need for power in that community but unfortunately it was too late
for it to obtain funds in this year's,budget. I was advised thC!.t we would be
allowing for it in next year's budget, and the power would certainly go in
then: It is quite obvious that this is art illustration of the speed with
which the opposition works. If I took the matter up as a result of the member
for MacDonnell's inquiry today, the community probably would not get its power
on until the following year. Thanks to your good work, Mr Speaker, the people
will have it on next year.
ANSWER TO QUESTION
Community Assistance Funding
Mr DALE (Community Development): Whilst I am on'my feet, I would like to
take the 'opportunity', to answer a questi on put to, me by the member for
Nhulunbuy. He referred to the community'assistance budget allocation in a
question directed to me during these sittings. He stated that, in real terms,
there had been an increase of $600 000 when, in fact, there had been an ~ctual
decrease of $16 000.
The community assistan,ce activity in.cludes a number of funding programs
providing grants to non-government organisations to operate welfare and
children's services. The areas in which 1986-87 allocations are less ~re
those Northern Territory funding progra~s which, in 1985-86, made considerable
one-off payments' for special projects or to establish new services; for
·example, funding the Katherine Social Planning Committee, an establishment
grant Jor 3 child-care centres, funding for a Darwin City Council services
officer and funding for a remote area women's resource centre. Although there
is less provision for new one-off payments this year, no ongoing service had
its fundi ng reduced. In fact ,a 11 servi ces funded through these programs have
been indexed according to, natinnal wage increases and there are specific
additional payments to some services as requested.
An
Remote
aim to
remote

additional $150 000 is available for new services in 1986-87 under the
'Areas Funding Program and the Family Support Program. These programs
provide assistance to children and families in need in both urban and
areas of the Northern Territory. An additional $538 000 is available
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this year under the Accommodation Assistance Program which funds community
organisations providing emergency accommodation and related services to men,
famil i es, youth, women and chil dren.
Funding for the Emergency Fi nancial
Assistance Program, which provides for discretionary payments to families and
individuals, has been increased by $36 000.
Expenditure last year was ,inflated by one-off compensation payments of
anomalies 1n the motor accidents compensation scheme. The Pensioner
Conce~sion Scheme budget has been increased by $47 000 and the recent review
of the scheme should reduce misuse and anomalies and should go a long way
towards effectively/reducing expenditure in real terms. In addition, some of
the programs in the community assistance budget are subject to ongoing
negotiation with the Commonwealth which are likely to result in increased
allocations during this year.
Trade Development Zone
Mr POOLE to MINISTER for BUSINESS, TECHNOLOGY and COMMUNICATIONS:
In the committee stage of the Appropriation Bill, he advised that he was
seeking a meetin.g with the federal Minister for Industry, Technology and
Commerce, Senator Button, to discuss recommendations contained in the draft
lAC report. Can he advise what arrangements have been made?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, at the\moment the Trade Development Zone appears to be quite
topical.
In fact, it has been suggested in certain quarters that certain
people were meant to be in certain places and did not show up •. I refer to a
remark in the opening part of the 7.30 Report last evening. I would like to
indicate for the public record that I did not have any arrangements to appear
on. the show. I had a pre-commitment with a journalist earlier in the week to
do a show with Senator Button and Minister Dawkins 'but that did not eventuate.
However, I' have no problem defending the zone on TV or anywhere else. To my
mind, the zone is still one of the greatest initiatives of this government.
I have received recent advice from Senator Button that it would be
inappropriate for him. to see me until the lAC has made its final
. recommendations to him. I respect that advice, but I might add that I have
written to the Leader of the Opposition asking him if he would like to join me
in a mission to Canberra to request a~eeting with Senator Button because I
think the matter is of such ,importance to the Northern Territory's present and
future economy. I might also add that Minister Dawkins' advised that he would
be available to see me early next week. Unfortunately, we will be sitting·
next week and he will be unavailable during the following 2 weeks. However, I
advise the honourable member that I will continue to press both Senator Button
and Minister Dawkins for an early meeting. Considerable publicity has been
given to the lAC report which is a draft report and nothing more than that.
Mention was made in that draft report that the Northern Territory was not able
or not prepared to give forward-cost estimates for the zone. That is quite
true because •••
Mr Ede:

You don't know.

Mr HANRAHAN: You had better listen to this
issue in context.
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The statement in the lAC report is more than a little misleading because
we had very informal hearings before the lAC regarding the zone at the
insistence of the Northern Territory government. After all, this is the first
'trade development zone in Australia. Those discussions took place prior to
the final formulation of the budget and the preparation of the final cost
estimates. The paragraph in the draft lAC report is quite misleading because.
in fact, the formal hearings involving the Northern Territory will take place
in Canberra on Monday week when all the relevant information regarding the
zone will be presented. In that sense, I think that the statement is
misleading and it is not encouraging that a statement like that could be
prepared after such informal discussions because it places a gross
misrepresentation on what actually happened before the lAC. We were not in a
position to present the budgetary items. However, we will present them at the
formal hearings, because that is where they are required to be heard. That is
where the Northern Territory will make its final case.
Mr Speaker, there is 1 final item I would like to bring to the
of the Assembly because I am aware of some rather scurrilous rumours
circulating. For the information of honourable members, certain
information has been found to be missing from the zone and this fact
submitted for reference to the Northern Territory police as a
priority.

attention
that are
sensitive
has been
matter of

ANSWER TO QUESTION
Harry Giese Centre
Mr HARRIS '(Health)(by leave): Mr Speaker, I have some further information
in response to a question from the member for Nhulunbuy to the Minister for
Community Development in relation to a letter from the Harry Giese Centre.
The honourable member would be aware that I am the minister responsible for
funding of the Harry Giese Centre. I was most concerned that the honourable
member did not direct the question to me because the whole issue was debated
in great detail on Tuesday 11 November. This very issue was debated as a
matter
of
public
importance
in this Assembly..; the care of
intellectually-handicapped and physically-handicapped people in the Northern
Territory. The opposition was pathetic in putting forward that case. The
situation is that I. as the minister responsible, was forwarded a letter from
the executive director, Dick Hosking, in relation to this particular issue. I
responded to that letter and I will read my response to honourable members:
I refer to your letter of 27 October 1986, concerning changes to
occur in the association's respite service, and note that, from
December 1986, you will not accept 0 to 6-year-old disabled children
into overnight care.
I am advised that the Commonwealth Department of Community Services,
with the assistance of the Northern Territory Department of Health,
is to look at the issue of respite care, as a matter of urgency, with
a view to facilitating access by the 0 to 6-year-old group to other
respite care options. In the meantime. it would be appreciated if
you could continue to provide assistance to the families of this
client group.
Mr Speaker, subsequently, I contacted Mr Graham Bull from Somerville
Homes. because the matter was of grave concern to the government. At all
times, the government has been most concerned about thi s issue.
I had
discussions with Graham Bull as to ways and means by which to address this
particular problem. As you would be aware, Mr Speaker, Somerville Homes have
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2 cottages at present. It is hoped that a third cottage will come on stream
in the not-too-distant future. At the present time the matter is the subject
I was looking at putting to government that we
of further. investigation.
bring forward a fourth cottage for Somerville Homes in order to address an
immediate need. - We are also looking at the possibility of giving additional
funds to Somerville Homes for 3 extra staff so that they can move into the
!homes of people who have disabled children with behavioural problems. That
would provide relief for these people, and we have always acknowledged that
they need it.
We have also looked at extending ward 9 at the hospital in order to cater
for disabled people. Those issues are being addressed by the government,
which is a little more responsible in this area than the opposition, and I
wish opposition members would get in touch with their colleagues in Canberra
and find out what is happening.
As the Minister for Community Development me.ntioned in his reply to the
question, it requires everyone to be involved on this issue. The Commonwealth
government, is helping. The people involved in those particular areas are
helping, and we are trying to do something about this very real problem. As I
mentioned in the discussion of this matter of public importance, and I refer'
anyone interested in this subject to the debate held on 11 November, the
Northern Territory grants-in-aid funding to the Harry Giese Centre, for its
respite care services, totalled $400 232, with Commonwealth funding of
approximately $175 000, which included provision for respite services.
Massive amounts of funding are directed towards the care of handicapped
people. The government is concerned and will. continue to be concerned. The
matter is being addressed, and people have already seen me about the letter
circulated by the Harry Giese Centre.
A
to the
·assist
ensure

meeting .is to
department for
those people
that the needs

be held at lunch time today. That memo has gone from me
assessment of the funding aspects to see if we can
who need care. This government is concerned and will
of these particular people-are catered for.
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Government Purchases on Vendor's Estimate of Value
Mr LEO to ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Mr Speaker, my question without notice is to the honourable minister in
his capacity as acting Treasurer. It is the same question that I asked him
last week on Annabur,roo. Can he advise whether or not it is standard
government practice to purchase items of property on the basis of the vendor's
estimate of the number of items involved and the vendor's estimate of their
value? If it is not standard practice for the government to purchase items of
property on the vendor's estimate of the number of items and their value, can
he explain why the practice was not adhered to in the purchase of Annaburroo
and why the vendor's estimate of the value of the items on Annaburroo Station
was the only valuation that the government adhered to?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, for items, the normal procedure is to go through the tender
process so that everybody is . given an opportunity to bid for the items
specified in the tender. The normal practice for the acquisition of land is
to rely on an independent valuation of the land. Probably details regarding
the Annaburroo situation could be elicited better if the question were
directed to the Minister for Lands.
.
Reductions in NTPS
Mr PERRON to CHIEF MINISTER

\

In July of this year, the Chief Minister announced that the public service
in the Northern Territory would be reduced by some 400 persons by June next
year as part of cost cutting measures. What progress has been made towards
.
achieving this target?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am pleased. to advise honourable members that the target
of 400 is well on the way to being achieved. By 31 October, there had been a
reduction of 303 in the total number of persons employed in the Northern
Territory Public Service. That represents 75% of the target. The figures are
modified somewhat by the fact that the number of persons on leave without pay
has increased by 25 within the period, and we need to take that into account
when looking at the total figureS. When we hit the magical figure of 400, it
will not be the end of the picture. The process under way is not one of
taking out functions but of improving the efficiency and organisation of the
public servi~e and it is a process that should continue until we hav~ the most
efficient structure possible.
In the process, I must pay credit to the Chief Executive Officers within
the Northern Territory Public Service, ·the Office of the Public Service
Commissioner and the public service trade unions, all of whom have acted in a
cooperative and dedicated way in carrying out a very difficult and sensitive
task. There is a commitment in the service to achieving this target. I can
say that it has been achieved through natural attrition, without 1 person
having to be retrenched compulsorily. It has been done in cooperation with
the trade unions to the extent that the trade unions were able to suggest
areas where there has been inefficiency or duplication.
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It is an example of how the process of consultation can work effectively.
Quite clearly, it is the first time since self-government that we have seen an
actual, physical reduction in the number of people working in the public
sector over a sustained period. That by itself is not necessarily a thing to
be proud of, because it reduces the availability of some jobs. However, it is
a responsible approach in a very difficult economic environment, and I give
credit to all of those who have been involved in the continuing exercise.
As I mentioned earlier in these sJttings, that process does not impinge
upon the school leaver program which will continue this year as it has in
previous years, nor will it affect the scholarships and other schemes that
operate within the Northern Territory. It has not meant a total freeze on the
public service because we have ensured that jobs which need to be done are
.done. W~ere people need to be retruited, that is continuing. However, where
there is an opportunity to reorganise within the service, as a consequence of
terminations, that opportunity has been taken, and that is how the reductions
have been achieved. This process will continue until we have a service that
is efficient, effective and running at least cost.
Mustering on 001100 Station
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
This is an update of the question I asked the Chief Minister last week.
Since I asked that question, stock inspectors and other departmental officers
have been thicker on the ground at 001100 than ticks on a cow's back and
therefore he should be able to answer it this morning. Can he confirm that
the owner of Oori5vale Station achieved a tender with the governme~t for a
total of $60 000, which figure was reached on an estimate of 1200 head of
cattle at $50 per head, for the muster of cattle off 001100 and adjoining
grazing licences, and that, to this point, the owner of Oorisvale has
processed 3300 head of cattle at a total value of in excess of $0.5m, with an
estimated 2000 head to go, which will bring the total value of cattle
harvested to in excess of $800 000, and probably closer to $900 000, for a
total $60 000 outlay? The cattle were owned by the government through AOMA.
Is that information correct and, if so,why was this extraordinary arrangement
entered into by the government and why did the government not, through AOMA,
contract on a normal 50-50 split basis which is the normal practice for
mustering operations in the Top End?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am not in a position to confirm or refute what the
honourable member has said. I have been pressing to obtain information to
answer his earlier question, and I appreciate the additional advice that he
has given me. I have had some briefings this morning. They were incomplete,
and I have asked for further information. I understand - and I put it no
higher than my understanding of information that I have received so far from
AOMA - that it is exceptionally difficult to obtain accurate figures because
the contr~ctor who, I have been advised, is from Oorisvale, has been putting
stock through the abattoirs not only from 001100 but from other mustering
contracts and his own property." I understand that officers of the AOMA and
opp are currently in the process of assessing waybills to establish the
accuracy of the figures.
Mr Speaker, normally a question of this kind would be put on notice.
However, we are seeking to obtain as accurate and complete a picture as
possible. I have been advised that the contract was for a figure of $60 000
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and I have asked for the specific details of that contract. In fact, 1. called
this morning for the full file concerning this subject so that I can examine
all the correspondence myself, to ensure that I am in a position to answer the
member's question properly andaccurate-ly.
Alice Springs Electricity Supply
Mr D.W. COLLINS to ACTING MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
There. has been a high rate of interruptions to the electricity supply in
Alice Springs over the last few months. What steps are being taken to redress
the situation?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it is quite true that there has been a higher than normal
incidence of interruptions to electricity supplies in Alice Springs, as you
would most probably be aware. This has been due to several factors.
I will
run through the problems and the remedial steps that have been taken.
There has been abnormally high wind and lightning activity in the area.
This has caused damage to overhead mains and interruptions have occurred as a
result. The connection of several new consumers within the central business
district has required temporary and planned interruption to adjacent
consumers. Business is developing rapidly in Alice Springs and every time a
new service is connected there is some. disruption to the supply to other
businesses. However, we will not be doing anything to inhibit business growth
in order to prevent those disruptions.
The generating plant and distribution system in Alice Springs are very
heavily loaded at present and I have been advised that this situation will be
relieved soon by augmentation work. Currently, however, the heavy loading is
causing abnormal maintenance requirements to plant and equipment, and this is
necessitating interruptions to the supply to consumers. The action that is
being taken to provide for increased reliability of electricity supply in
Alice Springs includes the calling and letting of tenders in relation to the
installation of No 9 generator set at the power-station. Some members would
have seen the article in the Central ian Advocate regarding the gas turbine
generating set that will be installed in Alice Springs. Tenders closed in
September but, at this stage, I cannot give details of who won the particular
tender.
Construction of a high voltageswi~ching station in the Lovegrove Drive
area is progressing and completion. is programmed for February 1987. This
station will augment supplies to the west of the central business district
and, in parti2ular, will provide for the Larapinta development. A contract
has been let to. Pipeline Constructions Pty Ltd for the civil and building
works, siteworks have commenced and the contract is running to ~chedule. The
contract period is for 10 weeks with completion in mid-December 1986.
Delivery and installation of switch gear is programmed for February with a
completion date for the entire project by March 1987.
Mr Speaker, I think I am in a position to be able to advise members from
Alice Springs that the interruptions that have been occurring to the Alice
Springs power supply will be a thing of the past. I am sure that the
central ian people will be most satisfied with their electricity supply in the
future.
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Rapid Creek Water Gardens
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
What date is anticipated for the completion of the installation of
playground equipment in the water gardens at Rapid Creek which, though
commenced, for some reason has been stalled for the past several weeks?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, unfortunately, when the playground equipment was delivered
some of the components were missing. It is now being remanufactured and,
hopefully, it will be installed in the near future.
Trade Development Zone "
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for BUSINESS, TECHNOLOGf and COMMUNICATIONS
Has he yet sought a legal opinion.to determine the legal standing of
letters of intent for potential investors in the Trade Development Zone as he
undertook to do in this Assembly on 13 November?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the answer is yes.
Kava Research Assistance
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for HEALTH
During the last Assembly sittings, he informed the Assembly that he had
approached the Commonwealth Minister for Health for a grant to assist the
Menzies School of Health Research in its investigations into the health
effects of kava. At the time, he had not received a formal reply from the
federal minister and I ask whether he has had correspondence to date?
ANSW~R

Mr Speaker, I have received 2'responses from Hon Dr Blewett. The first
letter, dated in August, 'referred to my suggestion that funds for kava
research 'mlght be made available. under the National Campaign Against Drug
Abuse program. On that occasion, Dr Blewett informed me that the drug. abuse
program did not include funding for pharmacological or toxicological research
and that, therefore, the national campaign funds would not be made available
to assist the. Menzies School of Health Research in carrying out that
particular activity. Naturally, I was very disappointed, as I am sure other
members of the Assembly were disappointed. I know that the Menzies School of
Health Research was disappointed that the National Campaign Against Drug Abuse
did not make funds available for this particular purpose. However, the
Commonw~alth minister appears to have had a sudden change of heart.
Last'
Thursday, I received notification from him that an amount of money would be
made available to the Menzies School of Health Research to carry out research
into the effects of kava. The amount was some $37 876.
Some cynics might suggest that the Commonwealth ministerts change of heart
is connected to the fact that, at the end of this week, the National Health
and Medica~ Research Council, in cooperation with the Menzies School of Health
Research, will hold a workshop in Alice Springs to look at priorities in
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research to improve Aboriginal health. Cynics may suggest further that the
Commonwealth minister's lack of support for kava research could be
embarrassing to him politically as there will be wide representation on a
national basis at this particular workshop. I am not saying that that is the
case. May I say that, while Dr Blewett may have seen some political mileage
to be gained through this grant, I would rather regard it as a fortuitous
coincidence.
.
However, politics apart, I am delighted that the Hon Dr Blewett has seen
fit to make funds available for work to be carried out on the effects of kava
by the Menzies School of Health Research. It is a body that is becoming
renowned for its work, and I am sure members in this Assembly support
wholeheartedly the research that is being carried out by it. I hope that
further money will be made available to enable the Menzies School of Health
Research to look into the effects that kava has on Aboriginal people. and that
the workshop to take place at the end of this week will give more emphasis to
the school. We look forward to continued support from the Commonwealth in
relation to that wonderful organisation.
Kakadu Video
Mr FIRMIN to CHIEF MINISTER
On the radio program AM this morning, the ABC corres~ondent in Paris,
Mark Colburn referred to the video which is being used to support the
Territory's submission opposing the inclusion of Kakadu stage 2 on the World
Heritage list. He said that the federal government alleged, and that the
Northern Territory government has acknowledged, that some of the' shots of
buffalo damaged country were taken in parts of the Northern Territory which
were ,not within Kakadu stage 2. Was what the ABC reporter said correct?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am happy to confirm that all of the shots of buffalo damaged
country shown on the Territory video were taken in Kakadu stage 2. The report
from Pari sis totally erroneous and does no credit either to the ABC or the
reporter concerned.
I can only assume that someone from the Australian
delegation to the World Heritage Committee has passed this totally misleading
allegatipn to the ABC's reporter.
I would add, by way of clarifi"cation, that there are some shots on that
video of areas which are not in Kakadu stage 2. Members who have seen the
video will be aware of some very attractive scenery contained in the footage
to show some of the outstanding features of the Northern Territory. These
include Katherine Gorge, Tolmer Falls and the Finniss River, none of which are
within Kakadu stage 2. Those shots were included to make the point that, by
a,nd large, Kakadu stage 2 is unexceptional in its beauty while other parts of
the Top End contain areas of outstanding scenic and cultural value. It is a
pity that the ABC reporter missed the opportunity to speak with the Deputy
Chief Minister who has been in Paris. The Deputy Chief Minister would have
been able to set the story straight and the ABC could have avoided getting the
story so embarrassingly wrong:
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Reptiles
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER, for CONSERVATION
Mr Speaker, I ~ave asked this question several times before but I will ask
it again. When will the Conservation Commission have a program to permit
private people to keep reptiles?
ANSWER
As tlie member for Koolpinyah has said, she has asked this question many
times before- and it is not an easy one to answer or to act upon immediately.
The keeping of reptiles anywhere in Australia is bound by rules and agreements
in relation to the keeping of any native animal. We are looking very hard at
ways of enabling people to keep some of the more harmless species that exist
in great numbers. Obviously, there are problems with the keeping of reptiles
because some are dangerous and not everybody is able to control reptiles in
cages - or out of cages, for that matter - in their yards. We would not want
to have released here reptiles that are a danger to the wildlife of the
Territory, particularly if they are exotic and have been brought in from other
places. We would be very reluctant to see those sorts of reptiles kept.
However, there are some harmless species that may be able to be kept and the
Conservation Commission is liaising with the states in an attempt to find a
means of keeping those. If we can come up with'some guidelines that will suit
the purposes of people who wish to keep them, we will be able to introduce
some amendments to the present act to enable us to do that.
Trade Development Zone
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for BUSINESS, COMMUNICATIONS and TECHNOLOGY
Mr Speaker, my question is a follow-up to my earlier question.- Has he
received the legal opinion that he has asked for on the letters of intent and,
if so, what are the contents of that legal opinion and, if he has not received
a legal opinion, when does he expect to do so?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, as yet I have not received the legal advice that I sought. In
future, I intend to be very careful indeed about any information I give to the
Leader of the Opposition because,quite frankly, I do not trust him.
Mr B. COLLINS: A point of order, Mr Speaker! The honourable minister
kn,ows full well that imputations or, assertions going to the honesty or
integrity of members of this Assembly are absolutely out of order. He should
withdraw that remark.
Mr HANRAHAN: _ I withdraw that remark, Mr Speaker.
The formula in place for the establishment and signing of investors into
the Trade Development Zones is something that I have spoken about at length,
and I am very happy with the way in which procedures are being followed at the
moment. If the Leader of the Opposition has a legal opinion to the contrary,
I would ask if he would like to lay that on the Table.
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CT Scanner at Royal Darwin Hospital
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for HEALTH
In early September, he announced that a Brisbane firm ofradiolog;'sts had
been appointed to install, operate and maintain a CT scanner· at the Royal
Darwin Hospital. Is that CT scanner fully operational now?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am very pleased to inform members that the CT scanner,
upgraded from a head scanner to a full body scanner, has been installed at the
Royal Darwin Hospital. It is working extremely well. I understand that, by
early November, some 44 scans had been undertaken. The quality of the
pictures has been top class. Installation was completed on about 7 October.
The radiologist, Dr Morgan, who was a senior partner in a Brisbane practice,
has come to Darwin to operate the CT scanning service. He is taking up a
part-time positipn as specialist radiologist at the hospital and this will
improve the specialist staffing situation. I am very pleased to say that the
CT scanner at the hospital is now fully operational.
Expenditure

o~

Education

Mr B. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
On 11 November 1986, the Minister for Education disputed in this ,Assembly
figures on education spending that I quoted from the Australian Bureau of
Statistics Bulletin No 5504. They related to the level of expenditure by all
states on education, which was 42% of total outlays. The minister was so
emphatic that this figure was inaccurate that he said that, if I could
substantiate my figures, he would eat his hat in Smith Street Mall. To make
sure I was absolutely right, I triple-checked my figures in personal
communication with the Australian Bureau of Statistics over a period of
1 week. I advise the minister that the figures I quoted related to general
government final consumption expenditure, classified by government purposes.
Table 2 of the bulletin showed the figures for all states and table 70 showed
the figures for the Northern Territory. General government final consumption
expenditure is defined in ABS Bulletin 1217 as current outlay on goods and
services referred to as real transactions. This figure for all states in
1984-85 was $20 819.7m, of which $8678.4m wa~ for education; that is, 42%.
For the Territory, the comparable figure - based on the same criteria - was
$574 200m in total, with education expenditure of $147.7m; that is, 26%.
I do not expect the minister to do this today, but will he ask his staff
today to check the accuracy of those ~igures? I am happy to supply him with
them now. Will he then make a statement to the Assembly as to whether he
believes .that the information I gave the Assembly was accurate, and consequent
upon that, will he arlvise us all as to when and where in Smith Street Mall, he
will fulfil his promise?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I would be most happy to have the figures that the opposition
has partly quoted presented to me so that I can carry out a check. If, on a
per capita basis in terms of total education expenditure, ,Territory
expenditure on education is lower than in the states, and I find that I have
to eat my words - and that means literally eating my hat - obviously I will
have to make arrangements to do that publicly. However, until I have time to
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take a. look at the detailed figures, I shall not eat my hat. Certainly, I
would like an undertaking that, if I can establish that the member for Arafura
has been using statistics to try to imply certain matters in some way that are
not actually correct, he will reciprocate and eat his hat.
Educational Programs at Alice Springs Prison
Mr POOLE to MINISTER for CORRECTIONAL SERVICES
What educational programs are available to prisoners at the Alice Springs
Prison?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I -am happy to say that educational programs are now in place
at the Alice Springs Prison. I would like to mention also that we are
starting a number of industries in that area. These 2 new industry projects
for prisoners in Alice Springs will provide meaningful work and useful job
skills as well as producing good financial returns for the department. One is
a vehicle number plate manufacturing plant, expected to go into.production by
the end of this year, while the other project involves the manufacture of
prefabricated housing units for Aboriginal communities. This scheme has been
developed through the Northern Territoryl Housing Commission. The operation
started in January of this year and has been very successful indeed.
The number plate plant involves a capital outlay approaching $0.25m. All
vehicle number plates for the Territory will be made at the Alice Springs
Prison under contract to the Motor Vehicle Registry. I have some statistics
that will be of interest to members. The registry requires number plates in
the following quantities: motor Gars 20 000 pairs, motor cycles 3500 singles,
trailers 4000 singles, government vehicles 1000 pairs, and buses 100 pairs.
Replacements for lost or damaged vehicle plates and personalised number plates
will be part of the job also. The plates will be made of aluminium instead of
steel, and this will save on the cost of drying in ovens and the lacquering
side of the operation. The Territory will be the only government in Australia
making its number plates from aluminium. Tenders have been finalised for the
machinery needed in this project and delivery is due within a few weeks. The
building for the plant is being constructed within the prison using prison
labour. Prison-produced number plates will be supplied to the Motor Vehicle
Registry at cheaper rates than it pays now while,at the same time, some
revenue will be earned by thepri son •. Some 10 or more prisoners will be
employed gainfully on this particular process.
Thrdugh the other project, 36 prefabricated houses for Aboriginal
communities have already been supplied in accordance with Housing Commission
specifications, and there are orders for another 15. The houses are rather
modest 2-room dwellings, steel-framed and clad, with a 3 m verandah at the
front. They are prefabricated down to the last nut, bolt and door lock.
Erection is easy and such that nothing can go wrong - dare I say. A display
home. can be seen at the Alice Springs Prison and I must say that they are the
pride and joy of the inmates that have been working on them. Amazingly, these
houses sell for $2900 which is pretty close to the actual manufacturing cost.
From a comparison of that price with the cost of housing generally in some of
the communities, it is clear that there are tremendous savings across the
board. This project provides employment for 12 prisoners in a range of
welding and steelwork jobs, and maximum use is made of Aboriginal workers.
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Following the success of the Alice Springs housing project, a similar
program is being established for the Top End, based at the Darwin Prison.
Approximate house designs, cyclone proofing and other aspects have been agreed
upon with the Housing Commission and other authorities. We believe this whole
project will provide 2 important benefits: an economic boost for small
Aboriginal communities, where dollars spent on housing will go further, and a
much-needed work outlet for maximum security inmates at Darwin Prison who have
limited opportunities for constructive activities.
For this reason, the
housing plant will be adjacent to B Block, the maximum security wing at
Darwin Prison.
Both of these projects illustrate the Department of Correctional Services'
concern to see that prisons become more productive and more viable
economically and therefore less of a financial burden on the community. Any
option offering a financial return and prisoner employment is being asse~sed
.as part of the move aw~y from traditional prison indus~ries which were mainly
labour-intensive.
When I went to the wilderness camp at Wildman River last week, I was very
interested to note that the young lads out there have provided their wet
season accommodation by actually setting up 2 of these prefabri cated homes and
putting a verandah between them. They have constructed a considerable
facility using a great deal of initiative. At a cost of $5400, they have
created a substantial unit that will give them plenty of shelter from the wet
weather. It is their own initiative and I believe it is very worth while. A
number of magistrates and media representatives who visited the camp had'quite
a day. It was an education for them to see what was going on down there, to
see the initiatives that the young men are taking to develop their own
self-esteem and to learn skills in welding, building and the like. I am very
happy to say that a number of these lads have already been offered jobs. One
has been offered a job a little way down the road from the wilderness camp
project. I look forward with a great deal of enthusiasm, as minister
responsible, to the future of these wilderness camps.
Water and Sewerage Charges for Housing Commission Tenants
Mr BELL to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
~ I draw his attention to remarks he made about water and sewerage charges
for Housing Commission tenants. He said in the Assembly that the Housing
Commission tenancy agreement provided that the tenant was responsible for all
lawfully levied water rates and that the circumstances of water and sewerage
charges will be changed. However, in answer toa question without notice last
Thursday, the Minister for Housing said: 'Although arrangements have not been
finalised I can assure the tenants that there .will be very little change in
their water charges'. Exactly what is the government's intention with respect
to ~ater and sewerage'charges both for Housing Commission tenants and for all
of us who are levied with
those charges in the Northern
Territory?
.
.

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it was my intention to cover this topic in detail during the
second-reading d~bate of the r~levant bill that is before the Assembly.
However" to set the member for MacDonnell's mind at ease, there isa proposal
to amend the legislation that is before the Assembly. This amendment would
allow 500 kL to be deemed as the basic. amount above which excess water charges
would apply. This is because of some of the contractual arrangements that
exist between landlord and tenant in regard to excess water charges, including

243

QUESTIONS - Tuesday 25 November 1986
some involving the Housing Commission. It was thought that the easiest way to
overcome the problem, whilst still maintaining the thrust of attaining parity
between water and sewerage· charges, was to deem that 500 kL would be the basic
limit. Everything in excess of that would have to .be paid for by the Housing
Commission tenant or flat or unit tenant.
Commemoration of Bishop O'Loughlin
Mr PERRON to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
What steps have been taken recently to commemorate the significant
contribution made by the late Bishop O'Loughlin to the community in the
Northern Territory?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am very pleased to advise that we have come up with a very
appropriate way to honour the late Bishop. The Darwin Institute of Technology
is advertising degree-level welfare studies for 1987. It is my understanding
that the DIT has completed all the necessary in-house arrangements to
introduce this course in 1987. The non-availability of professional welfare
education opportunities in the Territory has been a matter of great concern to
me for a considerable time.
It has forced us to rely on interstate
recruitment in a professional area of high turnover. The Darwin Institute of
Technology initiative means that, for the first time, my department has the
opportunity to plan for Territorians to be recruited to full positions in the
important welfare functional areas.
Accordingly, I propose to award 5 scholarships to commemorate this
important milestone in Territory self-sufficiency. The figure of 5 has been
chosen in order to award a scholarship to a student from each of the
5 recognised regions of Northern Territory administration. Each. scholarship
should be made up of a cash grant of $10 000 per annum, and I intend them to
be awarded in the nature of memorial scholarships. Memorial scholarships
provide the opportunity to perpetuate living contemporary Northern Territory
history, an important social awareness issue in our drive for statehood.
Thus, Mr Speaker, I intend to award 5 memorial scholarships in welfare
study at the Darwin Institute of Technology with a value of $10 000 per annum
to be known as the John O'Loughlin Memorial Scholarships in Welfare Studies.
I w6uld like this to be seen as an appropriate mark of recognition of the late
Bishop's contribution to welfare and community care. I am very pleased to say
that the response from the Catholic Church to this announcement this morning
was extremely enthusiastic. I think it rather appropriate that I am able to
make this announcement in the week of the visit to the Northern Territory of
His Holiness the Pope. Advertisements relating to these scholarships will be
appear in the media in the near future.
Government Purchases on Vendor's Estimate of Value
Mr LEO to MINISTER for LANDS
By what process did the Northern Territory government assess the value of
stock on Annaburroo Station? If the only valuation was consequential on the
vendor's estimate, is it normal NT government practice to purchase items based
on the vendor's valuation?
.
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, in December 1985, the Northern Territory Development
Corporation purchased. Annaburroo Station for $1.05m from the Baldwin family.
Of this purchase price, $883 000 was attributed to the value of the land and
some $167 000 to the value of stock. I am quite surprised that the member for
Nhulunbuy has persisted with the asking of this question because he should
have known that the Northern Territory Development Corporation.was a statutory
authority and therefore had the ability to negotiate either sale or purchase
in respect of any of its responsibil iti es. The Northern Territory Development
Corporation was set up in 1978-79 to allow it to move through the commercial
fields without having the encumbrance of government departments and serious
government policy hampering its operations.
The NTDC has a board made up of about 8 private entrepreneurial persons
and a chairman. It was a board decision to purchase Annaburroo in December
and the gauge that it used in purchasing it was an evaluation of the land. In
addition, information was available from the BTEC program which gave it the
number of head on that property at that time. NTDC used to administer the
BTEC program on behalf of the Commonwealth and Northern Territory governments.
The land value of the purchase was about $883 000 of a total purchase price
of $1.05m. The cattle price was $167 000 approximately. That particular
valuation was made by virtue of the information NTDC had through its
administration of the,BTEC program.
Aboriginals and Statehood
Mr D.W. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
What methods will the government be using to consult with Aboriginal
Territorians in relation to statehood?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, there are a range of options for dealing with that. Later in
the week,.I intend to make a statement when tabling the land options paper.
At that time, I will deal with the matter in considerably more detail than
would be appropriate in answer to a question. I can advise that 'the basic
avenues being developed are those of direct consultation with Aboriginal
communities~ The Leader of the Opposition and myself visited the Hermannsburg
community recently to discuss the statehood question. After these sittings,
members opposite will accompany me to meet and discuss the statehood question
with the communities in east Arnhem Land and Nhulunbuy, including Aboriginal
communities.
In addition to that, the Constitutional Development Unit will be moving
around the communities, consulting with the Aboriginal people, particularly on
the issue of land options. Use will be made of some written literature, but
principally videos will be used in order to provide as much information to the
Aboriginal communities as is reasonably possible, and to ensure that the
Aboriginal people, along with other Territorians, are fully' aware of the
issues relating to statehood and are in a position to participate fully in
this important program. I have under:taken repeatedly to engage in full
consultation and discussion with the Aboriginal people, particularly' on the
very vexed question of Aboriginal land tenure in the event of statehood.
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Kakadu Video
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
In a public statement made in the last few days, he said that
Mr Harry Butler had been paid nothing for his work on the Kakad~ video and
that he would imagine that the work was done in the course of Mr Butler's
employment as a commissioner on the Northern Territory Conservation
Commission. Was that statement correct or was Mr Butler paid a consultancy
fee for hi~recent work to prevent the listing of Kakadu stage 2?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I think that .could be termed a liberal interpretation of my
statement. To clarify the situation, I do remember'the interview, and my
comment was that I was not aware of any specific payment that had been made to
Mr Butler for that particular project. Mr Butler is a commissioner of the
Northern Territory Conservation Commission and, as such, receives a fee for
his attendance on and the work that he carries out for and on behalf of the
Northern Territory Conservation Commission. I am advised that Mr Butler was
paid fees that he would have received normally as a commissioner of the
Northern Territory Conservation Commission and, in respect of the time he
spent and the work that he did there, it is my advice that he was paid under
that contractual arrangement.
.
Trading Links with Indonesia
Mr SETTER to CHIEF MINISTER
Considering the Northern Territory's stated policy of developing trade and
cultural links with South-east Asian countries and the good work already
undertaken in east Malaysia, what action has Nortrade taken to promote trading
links with that enormous market of 162 million people to our immediate north,
and I refer to Indonesia?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the member for his question~ The member has been
working' quite . extensively in assisting the Northern Territory government to
develop trade and cultural links with the Indonesian' community, particularly
the Ambon east community where he has developed quite close and productive
communication and working relationships. He has done an excellent job in the
development of a joint working group between the Ambon east community and the
Northern Territory community.
It is 'true that the Northern Territory's major trading thrust has been
directed to those countries to 'our immediate north in the South-east Asian
region. A great deal of work has been done over the last 2 years in building
up strong links in east Malaysia, Brunei and Singapore to pave the way by
establishing links for Northern Territory companies. This activity has been
complemented by an investment attraction program, conducted principally by the
Trade Development lone Authority, in Hong Kong, Taiwan and Singapore. It is
recognised that many countries, such as Indonesia, China, the Philippines and
Japan, in the South-east Asian and north Asian regions, have large
populations. In recent years, many of those markets have been researched and
surveyed for trade potential. Target markets have been determined on a
priority basis, given the limited resources of N~rthern Territory industries,
to determine the number of companies capable of participating in export and
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other trading activities and the long lead time required to secure those
markets.
Brunei and east Malaysia have been selected as target markets for reasons
such as ease of access, transport and communication links, large development
projects which offer opportunities to Northern Territory businesses, a small
business base which parallels the Northern Territory's own industrial
capacity, comparable economic and commercial mechanisms- for example, many of
the politicians and business leaders in those regions have been educated in
Austral ia and have an affinity with th.e Australian way of doing business - and
access to decision makers. These are not complex markets and they offer an
opportunity for Territory businesses to cut their teeth before expanding into
the more complex markets such as Indonesia, China and Japan.
This approach is paying dividends as many of the companies have
participated in Nortrade-sponsored exhibitions and trade delegations are now
achieving worthwhile results •. Nortrade itself was recognised at Brunei Build
recently by' being awarded second prize for the design, layout and
implementation of the Brunei Build Exhibition in' which 8 Territory companies
pa,rticipated. This achievement is testimony to the fact that the Northern
Territory is on the right path in promoting its companies and products in the
South-east Asian region. Might I say that at least 15 countries exhibited at
Brunei Build, including countries from Europe and around South-east Asia, but
the only organised participation from Australia came from the Northern
Territory. That is somewhat to the discredit of those who are talking loudly
about the export drive but doing very little in that respect.
Currently, preliminary survey work is being' undertaken by Nortrade to
explore the market prospects in Indonesia as well as other countries
throughout the region such as Taiwan, Papua New Guinea and peninsula Malaysia.
Indonesia is acknowledged internationally as a difficult market. Market
research provided by Austrade and other trading associations indicates that
Indonesia' must be thoroughly researched before extensive trade promotion
activity is undertaken. Companies and products must be well prepared before
launching ,into that market and, at the moment, many of those companies capable
of participating in export activities are saturated with' other export
development workloads. Nortrade is proposing to participate in a trade
exhibition scheduled for Jakarta in May of 1987 and is already planning this
exhibition with the organisers, AR Format from Singapore. AR Format is
developing a program for Nortrade to meet with members of the Indonesian
Manufacturers Council and chambers of commerce in Jakarta to plan the 1987
program.
Of specific note is the fact that the Australian consulting group has
already opened accounts with 2 local dealers in Darwin to supply spare parts
for equipment used in an agricultural development project in Indonesia. The
same organisation has undertaken to use Darwin as a rest area for Australian
consultants in transit, thereby assisting the Northern Territory accommodation
industry by guaranteeing the use of a large number of hotel rooms per year.
Nortrade has commenced longer term discussions on the supply of equipment
needed for development of various primary industries. It is significant that
the Northern Territory Branch of the Austra14an Institute of Agricultural
Scientists recently arranged a tour of Timor for its members thereby
indicating its growing awareness of the significance and role of Indonesia to
the Northern Territory's agricultural industries. Nortrade is monitoring this
progress. In addition to this, a trade delegation from Ambon is to visit
Darwin in December to explore the prospects of establishing trade links
between Darwin and the Moluccas group.
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Whilst Indonesia may appear to be a lucrative market because of the size
of its population, the history of our previous contacts with Indonesia,
through a joint working party arrangement established some years ago, never
progressed beyond initial briefing because the Indonesian authorities did not
respond to our initiatives. That was not encouraging. It is known that
payment is difficult to extract from many Indonesian dealings. Our advice is
that the Indonesian market must be approached with caution.
It is my intention to visit Jakarta at the earliest opportunity to
establish links at the highest po~sible level and to ensure that, when it
commences, the market push will meet with favourable responses at all levels
within the Indonesian government and commercial structure. Mr Speaker, I will
advise further when this visit is to take place, particularly when formal
invitations are received from Indonesia.
Land near Railway Terrace in Alice Springs
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for LANDS
What progress has been made towards establishing a bus terminal in Alice
Springs on land adjacent to Railway Terrace and what proposals are being put
forward for the possible use of the southern section of that land?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, an offer has been received for the' purchase of that land to
establish a bus terminal. The offer has not been finalised and, until further
documentation is given to me, I am unable to give any further information. In
respect of the land adjacent to that area, at the moment the Department of
Lands is evaluating an 'application for its use.
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letter from leader of Opposition
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for BUSINESS, TECHNOLOGY and COMMUNICATIONS
Given that the minister tabled a letter yesterday written by myself to
Mr David Cran, which was posted to 2 Warrego Street, Darwin, and which
Mr David Cran never received, and given the fact that the current occupant at
2 Warrego Street, Darwin, is a senior Trade Development Zone employee, could
the minister explain how he came by the letter?
ANSWER
Surprise, surprise! Isn't it amazing, Mr Speaker, that the Leader of the
Opposition has yet to answer the public challenge as to whether he received
any of the information contained within the file missing from the zone? last
night, it was suggested on a local television program that the saga of the
Trade Development Zone had now turned into the case of the stolen letter.
If
it is being suggested by anybody that a senior official or otherwise has
stolen a letter or has interfered with the mail , I ,would challenge the leader
of the Opposition and any member of the press to make that statement outside
this Assembly.,
After discussion with the chairman of the zone this morning, I am aware of
the details pertaining to the arrival at the zone of anonymous letters. I
have asked, quite correctly, for the chairman of the zone to communicate those
details, in writing, to the investigating police officer. I am aware, as is
the leader of the Opposition, of the details of the address shown on' that
letter. I can assure honourable members that, if people are suggesting that
senior officials of the zone have stolen a letter or interfered with the mail,
they are on very shaky ground indeed.
Trade Development Zone
Mr FIRMIN to MINISTER for BUSINESS, TECHNOLOGY and COMMUNICATIONS
Can he advise what incentives are available to investors i'n the Corby
Enterprise Zone in the United Kingdom which th~ leade~ of the Opposition
visited a year or so ago and praised" as the way to go?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this is good news. We have
opposite about what a rough deal we are giving
result of incentives to investors in the zone.
decision it has made in relation to incentives
zone. The zone will impact in a major and
economy.

all heard comments from members
taxpayers in the Territory as a
The government stands by every
for investors coming into the
beneficial way on the Territory

For the benefit of members opposite" I have a rough list of some of the
incentives that rare available to investors and manufacturers establishing
themselves in the zone at Corby in England.
I believe the leader of, the
Opposition has inspected that zone. Financial incentives, including regional
development grants, either 15% of the cost per job or £3000 per job created,
paid to the manufacturer; regional selective assistance, including phased cash
grants against capital expenditure; loan repayment guarantees and cheap
European loans; exempti on from development 1and tax; exempti on from 1oca 1\
authority rates on industrial and commercial property; 100% allowances for
corporation and income tax purposes for capital expenditure on industrial and
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commercial buildings; grants towards marketing strategies,
research studies, .£7000; translations, il500; management
advice, £5000; new product and processes, £35 000; computer
£1500; and a range of other smaller grants. Investment grants
the cost of fixed assets, including plant, buildings and
available also.

[1500; market
and financial
applications,
of 20% towards
machinery are

Mr Speaker, those are some of the in<;redible incentives offered and t~e
Leader of the Opposition has said in this Assembly that we should learn from
the Corby experience. Why are these incentives offered at Corby? Because the
English are seeki,ng a positive impact on their economy. They are looking to
create jobs and growth in the industry and manufacturing face of the area
around Corby. The Leader of the Opposition agrees that that is the way to go.
However, the Territory has not approached the level of incentives applied at
Corby.
I can quote similar examples for the zone at Shannon. It cannot be denied
that Shannon is one of the biggest and most successful free trade zones in the
world. : There is also Penang, and Kao-hsiung in Taiwan, where we launched the
Trade Development Zone yesterday. Enough of this debacle, Mr Speaker, and may
we have some honesty from the Leader of the Opposition, and answers to
questions that are a little more relevant to the debate than the biggest beat
up since the media and the opposition learned how to spell 'contingent
1i)abil ity' •
Trade Development,Zone
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for BUSINESS, TECHNOLOGY and COMMUNICATIONS
As ,the Corby zone shows no reluctance to publish the
incentives that are made available to investors, and as the
represented that zone as an efficient and effective operator,
to give the Assembly details of the incentives available to
potential investors in the Trade Development Zone?

details of the
minister has
is he prepared,
investors and

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, that is a very poor question. As the Leader of the Opposition
knows, the Corby handbook contains guidelines to incentives available to
investors and industrial operators in the zone. They are exactly that:
guidelines. I have made a clear statement in this Assembly and the Leader of
the Opposition has been briefed by TDZ officers on the range of incentives
that apply to anybody investing in the zone in Darwin.
Mr

~mith:

I want guidelines to the amounts.

MrHANRAHAN: Particular details concerning the levels of those
incentives, whether they be maximum, minimum or in between, will not be given.
I have told the Leader of the Opposition why repeatedly. It would ~lace the
operations coming in to establish i'n the zone at a commercial disadvantage.
Once again,he is highlighting his ~bsolute ignorance of'the facts that apply
to anybody operating in the real world called commercial business. I just
hope that he grows up, gets off the band wagon and does something a little
more responsible than trying to destroy 1 of the greatest incentives that this
government and the Territory economy have going for them.
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Draft Food Standards Regulations
Mr PERRON to MINISTER for HEALTH
I refer to the draft Food Standards Regulations which his office has
available for interested members. I understand that these regulations are to
come into force right across Australia at some time in the future.
I have
some concern about some of the draft standards. What is the timetable for the
introduction of the standards as formal regulations?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I thank the member for his question. I am aware that a number
of members have concerns about the Food Standards Regulations. The first
draft of the regulations is available and, whilst it follows very closely the
model regulations recommended by the National Health and Medical Research
Council, a number of corrections and amendments are required. The department
is working on the second draft and this is expected to. be completed in another
month or so. The final regulations will be ready for presentation to the
Executive Council early in the new year. The draft regulations are available
and I will provide a full copy to the Leader of the Opposition so that his
colleagues can study them. A full copy is a.vailable in my office for other
members. Interested people who are listening should contact their local
member so that they can view the draft regulations and comment on them.
Trade Development Zone
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for BUSINESS, TECHNOLOGY and COMMUNICATIONS
Mr Speaker, in an, attempt to get some information from him again, I refer
to the information he supplied concerning Corby where definite upper limits
were placed on the amount of assistance available under anyone incentive. Is
he prepared to make a statement to this Assembly outlining the maximum amounts
of money that are available under any of the incentives? Is he prepared to
state the maximum amount of money the government would be prepared to pay to
any firm for relocation costs, and what is the maximum amount it,would be.
prepared to pay to any firm in respect of export freight subsidies?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am not prepared to give the maximum and the minimum amounts
to the'Leader of the Opposition because they are not relevant for the exact
reasons that I have repeated ad nauseam in this Assembly. Every business is
different. I will give him a simple example. 'The machinery coming from
Hong Kong to set up 3 runs of a knitwear product could involve several
thousand tonnes. The output could be fantastic' and the number of jobs created
could be quite large. Those minimums and maximums will not apply to someone
manufacturing plastic bags. It is irrelevant. The board assesses the
commercial viability of the manufacturer. It is quite simple. The Leader of
the Opposition canriot understand that; it is too simple for him.
Mr Speaker, I will
in the discussion of a
August that detailed
establishing in ~one.
that time. This is an

not repeat what the Chief Minister had to say yesterday
matter of public importance. A document was tabled in
the types of incentives available to manufacturers
Members opposite applauded that document unanimously at
incredible turn of events, Mr Speaker.
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Youth Centre for Katherine
Mr STEELE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
What progress has
Katherine?

been made on the establishment of a youth centre for

ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am very happy to tell the member for Elsey that we have had
a great deal of success in negotiating for a worthw~ile youth facility in
Katherine •. It is a much-needed facility when we take into account the very
rapid growth in the population of that area and the general demography of the
Northern Territory. Katherine has a very young population and we have been
quite concerned about this for some time. I have been down to Katherine to
speak with the member for Elsey, the Mayor of Katherine and various community
groups.
As recently as yesterday, the Minister for Transport and Works signed a
lease over what is known as the old Katherine sports complex. I believe that
by 6 December of this year, the owners will have renovated some floor space
that was the old bowling alley, and that that will be used for youth programs
over the Christmas break. We will be taking over· the entire area early in the
new year when some general interior cleaning has taken place. Part of the
'complex comprises a skating rink and health studios, and all will be utilised
during,the Christmas'break. I believe that the member for Elsey will be quite
pleased to. be there with me at the opening of the youth centre early in the
new year. The youngsters and their parehts can be very pleased to see that,
through the negotiations of the member for Elsey, Katherine once again has a
high-class youth facility, as do a number of other major centres in the
Northern Territory.
National Parks in Central Australia
Mr BELL to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
I refer to the anticipated increase in the number of vehicles travelling
to central Australia following the sealing of the south road and the
consequent impact on national parks in central Australia. What assessment has
been made of the environmental impact on /those parks of the anticipated
increase in tourist numbers?
ANSWER
There is ongoing assessment of visitor numbers to national parks. As the
member said, they are on the increase. Certainly, we expect the increase to
continue and to grow very quickly over the next few years. The Conservation
Commission is looking at that constantly and trying to disperse the numbers of
visitors over a greater range of parks. We are searching for ways to. extend
our park options and have people visit other areas. Of course, we do not have
much say about the major park in the Centre in which the member for MacDonnell
would be mainly interested. We do not have any control over the environmental
impact of visitors at Uluru. However, we have responsibility for the wider
area and we are assessing tourist needs in the central region through our
office in the Petermann district.
While we are trying to disperse tourists over a larger area and so lessen
the impact on the major parks, we are looking also at the possibility of
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expanding our operations in some of the smaller parks. In fact, we are
acquiring portions of property to expand those parks and so lessen the impact
on the very small parks in the MacDonnell electorate. It is very difficult to
undertake a full environmental impact study on something that is fairly
airy-fairy. We do not have a clear'indication of what the numbers will be or
where peo~le will want to go outside of places like Uluru, which is under the
control of the federal Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Environment. I do
not really have any say at all in that matter although I would certainly like
to have some in the not-too-distant future.
The Conservation Commission is assessing the needs of tourists visiting
parks in the whole of the Northern Territory, not just the central region. We
are expending substantial sums of money this year to improve facilities in
Kings Canyon including walking trails and horse-riding trails which will be
operated by the Aboriginal communities in that area. Also, we are looking at
areas in the eastern Petermann district, that area south of Alice Springs and
bounded by the boundaries of states to the east, west and south. We
anticipate that we will be able to lessen the impact on some of the present
areas and expand more into thqse areas that have not been visited by
significant numbers of tourists in the past.
There are many means by which to assess impact. Feasibility studies could
be undertaken on a multitude of aspects. I guess feasibil ity studies coul d be
set up to establish the.numbers of cattle roaming the Northern Territory at
present and numbers of kangaroos hopping around, to see what damage they may
be inflicting on the environment but, in fact, it is very difficult to come up
with a clear picture of what is required, when we do not control the whole
area and do not have unlimited resources.
Sadadeen Secondary College and Anzac Hill Junior High School
Mr D.W. COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Can he assure the people of Alice Springs that the revamping of the
Sadadeen Secondary College and Anzac Hlll Junior High School is on schedule
and that they will be available for the 1987 school year?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I am able t'o advise that the work is progressing on schedule.
The Anzac Hill Junior High School will be open for the coming school year. I
have had the pleasure of walking around the site of the old Anzac Hill High
School which became the Community College of Central Australia. The amount of
work that has been done there in a short time is very good. The facilities
that will be available to students at the junior high will be most
satisfactory. Probably, it will be the most pleasant junior high school in
Alice Springs.
I would like to express my thanks in the Assembly to 2 people who were
heavily involved in arrangements for the changeover of secondary colleges and
junior high schools both in Darwin and Alice Springs. Mr Denis 8ree of the
Department of Transport and Works has done a great job as has the Department
of Education's consultant, Mr Peter Cross. Those 2 officers have worked very
well together and the results can be seen in both Darwin and Alice Springs. I
am very pleased, and I would like to thank all officers involved, for the
amount of work that has been done very well in a very short time in order to
provide excellent quality education to all young Territorians.
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Promotion of Buffalo Meat
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for CONSERVATION
In view of recent interest in the restaurant trade in crocodile meat, have
any attempts been made to promote buffalo meat further for both restaurant and
home consumption?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the Territory has the potential. to develop a variety of
options for restaurant meats. I would very much like to see the buffalo
industry stimulated by the sale of good young buffalo meat to the restaurant
trade throughout Australia. ~ossibilities for the sale of buffalo meat to the
restaurant trade throughout Australia, and probably much further afield, are
very good. A recent estimate, made by a man involved in the sale of deer meat
to the restaurant trade within Australia, indicated that there was probably a
market for 20 000 buffalo per year througb restaurants in Australia alone. If
that estimate is accurate, clearly there is a good market for buffalo meat.
That person was keen to obtain young buffalo, preferably grain-fed, for sale
to that market. Estimates of price went as high as $20 a kilo for that sort
of meat. That price is better than any obtained for any meat that we are
selling out of the Northern Territory at present. If we are able to sell
buffalo meat to the r.estaurant trade within Australia for $20 a kilo, we
should be working in that direction.
As a consequence, recently I· approved funding of $2500 to feed a test
group of young buffa10 to be put into that market to determine whether we can
find a niche there.
I have no doubt that we will have a great deal of
success. The Buffalo Industry Council is keen on the project. It is donating
the buffalo and we are providing the feed. The animals will be fed close to
Darwin and then killed for this market. Deer meat from the southern· parts of
Australia is being supplied to the same market. We believe buffalo meat will
compete successfully. I have no doubt that this will be the way for the
Northern Territory buffalo industry to go in the future.
Trade Development Zone
Mr FINCH to MINISTER for BUSINESS, TECHNOLOGY and COMMUNICATIONS
In response to an earlier question, he mentioned the launch of the Darwin
Trade Development Zone in Kao-hsiung, Taiwan. Is he in a position to advise
the Assembly as to the success of that launch?
. ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I certainly am and it gives me a great deal of pleasure to do
Yesterday, the chairman of the zone authority launched the Darwin Trade
Development Zone at a business and industry seminar in Kao-hsiung. I
explained earlier in these sittings that he was overseas honouring these
commitments. As members are no doubt aware, Kao-hsiung .is the manufacturing
centre of the Republic of China, and Taiwan's second-largest city.
so~

The level of interest there in the Trade Development Zone is enormous.
Some 120 people attended yesterday's seminar and I am told it was one of the
best attended - if not the largest - seminar of its kind arranged by an
Australian state or territory. I would suggest that is not a bad marketing
effort and it speaks volumes for the interest being shown in the Territory by
the world's most active and aggressively competitive manufacturing nation.
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Expressions of support for "the zone have also been received from the
Taiwanese government. This has been in the form of encouragement for
Taiwanese manufacturers to invest in the zone. None other than the Director
of Information for the Ministry of Economic Development addressed yesterday's
Trade Development Zone seminar.
That gentleman came to Darwin in July to
inspect the zone. The Ministry of Economic Development is the authority which
receives applications by Taiwanese busi'nessmen to withdraw reserves for
offshore investment. The secretary-general of the Kao-hsiung municipal
government, the Chairman of the huge Kao-hsiung Fishing Guild, and the
Chairman of the Sino-Australian Cultural and Economic Association also spoke
in support of the zone.
I am informed that, following the seminar, our
sub-consultant based in Taipei was inundated with requests for places on the
next group tour to Darwin. That tour - the seventh group of potential
investors to come to Darwin to inspect the zone - is due to arrive here on
4 December. The results of our marketing in the region are clear and
positive. The interest is increasing at a rate we had not thought possible,
and that, I might ~dd, is due ~argely to the expertise of Mr K.K. Yeung.
TB-positi've Cattle
Mr SMITH to MINISTER for PRIMARY PRODUCTION
Is he aware that TB-positive cattle ,have been found on Eva Downs and
Anthony's Lagoon properties which have both been classified as clean or free
from TB? If he is, what action is being taken by the government to protect
neighbouring properties from the spread of TB,' and is action against the
proprietor of Eva Downs and Anthony's Lagoon being considered for allowing his
clean properties to become dirty again?
?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the question reflects a misunderstanding of brucellosis and
tuberculosis and the campaign that is currently under way.
I was not
specifically aware that unclean cattle had been found recently on properties
that had been clean in the past. However, I know what actions are taken the
moment that happens. We have excellent facilities for finding unclean cattle
on properties and finding out where unclean cattle have come from. I ~m not
aware whether these cattle were found during a normal ,test on the property or
through abattoir slaughtering checks. In either situation, testing will take
place on the property in the area that ,the cattle were taken from.
Even if
they went through an abattoir, we will be able to determine their origin
through our tail-tagging system. We will be able to trace exactly where the
cattle came from on that property.
To talk about taking punitive action against pl'operty owners because 1 or
2 head of cattle turn up with tuberculosis is rather a strange way to react.
The potential for that sort of breakdown will be there for a few years,
particularly in the northern regions. I do not, know whether the property
owner in this case is responsible for that breakdown. If there has been a
breakdown there, the correct action will be taken. There will be further
testing of cattle in the area and'a cleanup of the area from which the cattle
were taken. If there is only a very small percentage of cattl e wi th TB, it
will not mean that the area will be destocked. If the numbers are under 3%,
they will be put through a testi ng program. I am not fully informed of the
facts. I will find out the facts and give a full answer to the Assembly.
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Traffic Lights on McMillans Road
Mr SETTER to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS,
Will the new
duplication of the
people to cross
Lee Point Roads in

traffic light installations incorporated in the current
McMillans Road project include a pedestrian phase to allow
McMillans Road at the intersections with Rothdale and
order to gain access to the Marrara~porting complex?

ANSWER
A pedestrian-activated crossing is to be installed and, hopefully, will be
in place by about May next year.
Trade Development Zone
Mr PALMER to MINISTER for BUSINESS, TECHNOLOGY and COMMUNICATIONS
How many potential overseas investors have come to Darwin to inspect the
Trade Development Zone?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, this is another example of positive marketing to which members
opposite seem to shut their eyes and ears. Let me say to the member for
Arafura that, at this time, he has been ~ery wise in his silence on the
subject. We have had seminars running at the zone over the last 12 ,months
which have enabled prospective investors to look at the zone and to be taken
through the whole procedure of establishing in the zone. They are shown the
Darwin area. Indeed, they are told everything they need to know about coming
to live in Darwin.
It is interesting that one of the greatest selling points to Asian
investors is that the Territory will have a university next year.
It is no
secret that some 5000 Malaysians have invested in the city of Perth. You
would find that perhaps four-fifths of those people had gone to Perth for
educational purposes. That is an interesting sidelight.
Mr Speaker, 94 investors, including 17 that are due here on 4 December,
will have arrived in Darwin at their own expense to find out about the Trade
Development Zone. Those are encouraging figures. After the news of our
marketing success, I anticipate that ,several more investor groups will be
coming to Darwin early in the new year. That proves beyond a shadow of a
doubt that the marketing of the Trade Development Zone overseas is succeeding.
We wi 11 make it one of the bi ggest successes thi s Territory has seen.
Mustering on 001100 Station
Mr B. COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER
Who authorised the transfer of the 001100 Grazing Licence 2082 to ADMA in
June 1985 and why? Considering the considerable personal distress caused to
the former owners of that property by the compulsory acquisition of that
property, why were they not given the opportunity to muster their own cattle?
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ANSWER
Mr Speaker, it is probably appropriate for me to take this opportunity to
provide as much information as I can on this issue. As I said yesterday, the
member has asked questions that should normally and reasonably be submitted as
written questions. The member knows only too well that, in the period since I
have been in the ministry, there have been no delays in responding to written
questions. However, Mr Speaker, allow me to deal with the issue.
On Thursday of last week and again yesterday, the member for Arafura asked
me a series of questions relating to the acquisition and subsequent destocking
of 001100 Station.
I have now had the opportunity to personally peruse the
files related to these activities and I am in a position. to answer the
questions as far as is possible.
001100 Station was acquired compulsorily by the Agriculture Development
and Marketing Authority on 24 March 1982. The land was required for
development as agricultural land. The previous owners, Mr and Mrs Rixon, were
. given until 31 December 1984 to remove their s~ock from the 1ease. Little
effort was made by the Rixons to remove stock from the property although, in
January 1984, the authority met the cost of helicopter hire to assist Rixon
with destocking operations.
Cattle became a major nuisance to the project
farmers on the. 4 farms which had been developed in the. area.
Farmers
complained about fencing being broken down and crops being damaged. By
December 1984, stock removal was far from complete.
The Rixons asked for a further 12 months in which to complete mustering.
Based on their previous record, it appeared unlikely that an extension of time
would allow the matter to be completed.
For that reason, ADMA sought my
approval, as the Minister for Primary Production, to purchase the cattle
remaining on the property. This purchase was suggested by the Rixon's
solicitors in a letter dated 1 October 1984. The proposal involved the
authority purchasing the cattle at a price based on. the Valuer-General's
submission td the Land Acquisition Tribunal .. That submission had placed a
value of $40 a head on estimated stock numbers of 3000 head.
The estimate of numbers was considered generous by the Valuer-General, the
Department of Primary Production and officers of the Department of Lands. It
resulted in a value of about $106 880 being placed on~he stoc,k remaining on
001100, calculated on the basis of the stock numbers as accepted by the
tribunal less the number sold by Mr Rixon. ADMA was willing to pay that
amount to purchase the stock so that the authority had full control over the
property, and because the purchase would allow orderly removal of the stock by
mustering and shooting, when necessary, without undue disturbance to the
project farmers.
It is a matter of public record that, during that period, the authority
bent over backwards to be generous to the Rixons in all respects. The
valuation placed on the property prior to the acquisition was $200 000.
The
'authority offered the Rixons $350 000 for the land only, even though this was
well in excess of the Valuer-General's valuation, with numerous options for
settlement and with provision for stock to be removed by .them over a
considerable period of time.
However, the Rixons rejected that offer and the matter was referred to the
Land Acquisition Tribunal for decision.
The tribunal determined that the
Rixons should be paid compensation totalling $202 250. The authority then
gave the Rixons exclusive use of their homestead and the paddocks adjacent to

257

QUESTIONS - Wednesday 26 November 1986
it. To facilitate destocking of the area, the Rixons were allowed to keep
their stock horses and, as indicated above, were allowed a very generous
amount of time for destocking of their cattle. Apart from all this, I
approved a payment of nearly $32 000 to meet costs incurred by the Rixons in
presenting their case to the Land Acquisition Tribunal as part of the deal
concerning the purchase of the remaining cattle.
A considerable number of interested ~arties ~ad inspected the-Oolloo
property and adjacent grazing licence. Some had undergone considerable
expense for helicopter hire in order to estimate the stock population on the
lease. The authority was advised that· none of these inspections 'revealed
stock numbers as high as Mr Rixon expected. Of course, this was of no
surprise to the authority who had calculated his payout figure for the stock
on a basis considered to be extremely generous to Mr Rixon.
Mr Rixon negotiated privately for the sale of the cattle to several other
parties. His negotiations apparently centred on a price of $150 000 based on
3000 head at $50 a head, subject to an' inspection to confirm numbers.
Regarding Mr Rixon's private negotiations, lam advise~ that original private
negotiations between Mr Rixon and Mr Harrower fell through as no agreement
could be reathed on stock numbers. Mr T; McFarlane inspected the stock also,
but was not satisfied with stock numbers claimed by Mr Rixon. This became
known to the authority in June 1985 and, at a meeting between Mr Rixon and
'myself on 20 June 1985, I agreed to extend Rixon's option of negotiating with
independent buyers until 19 July 1985. However, ADMA understands that, whilst
a number of interested parties inspected the cattle, Mr Rixon received no
offers which exceeded the ADMA offer. Apparently, negotiations lapsed when
the parties failed to reach agreement on the stock numbers.
The ADMA purchase of the stock was finally concluded by an agreement
executed on 18 September 1985. The authority then entered into a contract
with a private contractor for the removal of the cattle from the property.
The contract was let by public tender on a lump sum cash basis with no
guarantee as to stock numbers. The amount was paid in advance of the muster.
In response to ADMA tenders, inspections were carried out by various
people including the following: W. Sullivan of Douglas Station, which is a
neighbouring station, who considered the stock numbers too low and of such
poor quality that they would not be worth the effort of mustering; T. Teese
who, after a helicopter inspection of 3 hours, considered stock not worth the
effort of mustering and did not submit a tender; T. Fawcett who 'was prepared
to tender on catt1e on the farm area only; and M. Teelow who made an extensive
-inspection over 4 hours in- a helicopter and decided that, when cost of
recovery' for the stock was considered, he would be prepared to offer $22 000
only.
Tenders closed on 28 October 1985 for removal of both cattle and buffalo.
Tender documents were forwarded to 12 parties which had expressed interest.
No offers were received for buffalo but, at Mr Rixon's request, the successful
tenderer for the. ca ~t 1e agreed to dea 1 with buffa 10 as well. Two formal
offers and one 'informal offer covering the farm area only were received.
However, Mr Rixon continued to complain about the situation.
The next area of complaint related to buffalo numbers. ADMA carried out a
further inspection of the 001100 Grazing Licence by helicopter on 10 April
1985. This operation was directed by Mr Rixon. The helicopter pilot was
familiar with the area and had mustered previously on that portion of the
property for Mr Rixon. The result of the inspection was a total of 21 head of
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buffalo and a small number of horses which were spotted on the property. This
was wildly incompatible ~ith Mr Rixon's claim that there were 1000 buffalo on
the property at that time.
Once ADMA had bought the cattle, Mr Rixon forfeited all legal interest in
them. By. agreement, if sums greater than $106 880 were raised from the sale
of cattle from 001100, the excess would be paid to Mr Rixon. Needless to say,
it was in the government's best interests to raise as much money as possible
from the sales to at least recoup its purchase price. However, at that time,
all the evidence pOinted to a much lesser return being likely. As I said a
few moments ago, only 3 tenders were received. The highest of thes~ was a
payment of $60 000 to the NT government for the rights to muster all stock
left on the property. That tender was accepted and the rights to muster sold
to Mr John Harrower of neighbouring Dorisvale Station. I wish to stress that
the contract between the government and Mr Harrower was not based on any
particular number of animals although, on the basis of all available evidence,
it was believed that less than 3000 cattle remained on 001100. Whatever
Mr Harrower was able to realise from the sale of the cattle was a matter for
him, and I am unable to confirm the accuracy of the figures quoted by the
member for Arafura.
My information is that, whilst the muster is still in progress, the member
for Arafura's estimate of some 3500 head having been sent to meatworks or
taken as breeders to Dorisvale Station is probably a reasonable one. However,
I must add a caveat. Since the boundary between the 001100 grazing licence
and Dorisvale Station and its associated-grazing licence is not fenced and
cattle graze freely over the area, it is likely that many of the cattle
mustered belonged to Mr Harrower in the first place. In addition, once cattle
are removed from an area, more cattle will move in from neighbouring areas to
take advantage of available feed. Members will be aware that last year's wet
season was a rather dry one. As a resul t, many of the waters to the south,
traditionally ~used by cattle in\ this area, dried up. Cattle have migrated to
001100 and to the Daly Ri ver whi ch flows through it, to obtain water and to
take advantage of the available feed. For this reason, it is likely that
there were more cattle on 001100 during the current dry season than there ever
were when Mr Rixon owned it or when!the contract was originally let.
A few points need to be made regarding the revenue figures bandied about
by the member for Arafura. As I said earlier, the contract Jet was for a
fixed sum on an as-is where-is basis. No guarantee of numbers was given. I
do not know how much Mr Harrower'has been paid for the cattle he has mustered
so far. That is his business. What I do know is that, at the time when the
contract was let, the cattle were assessed as being worth about $50 per head.
However, as we all know, as a result of economic policies implemented by
Mr Collins' hero, the world's greatest Treasurer, Mr Keating •••
Mr B. COLLINS: A point of order, Mr Speakerl The Chief Minister knows
full well that members of this Assembly will not be referred to by their
personal names. Debate in this Assembly cannot be personalised and he. knows
it.

Mr SPEAKER: There is a point of order.
the member for Arafura by his correct title.
Mr HATTON:
hero

The Chief Minister will refer to

Thank you, Mr Speaker.

As we all know, as a result of the economic policies implemented by the
of the member for Arafura, the world's greatest Treasurer,
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Hon Paul Keating, the value of the Australian dollar has fallen considerably
in the intervening period. This has had a substantial effect on the price of
beef on the international market so that today Mr Harrower is probably
realising in the order of $120 a head.
In addition, the member for Arafura does not seem to acknowledge the
considerable expense involved in mustering these animals. I am advised that
Mr Harrower has had a minimum of 6 and a maximum of 16 men employed during the
whole of the dry season to undertake the muster. Also, he has had to make
extensive use of helicopters at considerable expense. It is only the nature
of the contract awarded to Mr Harrower that makes the extensive muster in
which he is now engaged worth while. The 50-50 type of contra'Ct that the
member for Arafura refers to - and I am-advised by ADMA that the best deal
that it has ever been able to achieve on this basis was an 80-20 split with
ADMA getting the 20% - would have meant that substantially fewer cattle would
have been mustered, as the extensive muster now being carried out would not
have been a financially viable operation. The implications of the BTEC scheme
are obvious.
In summary, having examined all the relevant documents and having been
briefed by relevant departmental officers, I am firmly of the view that the
utmost propriety has been observed by all concerned in this matter. The
contract to Mr Harrower was let after the calling of public tenders. He
submitted the highest tender and, on the information available to the
government at the time, the terms of Mr Harrower's offer were very reasonable.
Even after I had agreed to extend the time limits, Mr Rixon had been unable to
come up with a better deal. I do not know how much Mr Harrower stands to_make
from this deal. As I said before, that is his business. I suggest that, if
the member for Arafura is so concerned at the prospect of a businessman making
a dollar as a result of his legitimate business dealings, he will have to seek
that information direct from Mr Harrower. With respect to the grazing licence
question, I suggest he direct it to the Minister for Primary Production.
World Heritage Listing of Kakadu Stage 2
Mr PERRON to CHIEF MINISTER
What is the outcome of proceedings in the High Court in respect of the
proposed inclusion of ~kadu stage 2 on the World Heritage List?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the decision of the High Court on this matter was handed down
just over an hour ago. The issue was an appeal to the High Court/by the
Commonwealth against orders issued in the Federal Court restraining the
Commonwealth from seeking to have that part of Kakadu stage 2 included on the
World Heritage List which was the subject of mining interests held by
Peko-Wa 11 send. As members aOre aware, the Northern Terri tory government had
entered proceedings in the Federal Court also and, because our interests in
this particular matter were very similar to those of Peko-Wallsend, we also
sought to intervene in the High Court action.
The High Court decided this morning to dismiss the Commonwealth's appeal.This means that the orders issued by the Federal Court stand. Effectively,
this means that the courts of Australia have taken the view that the
Commonwealth should not proceed with the proposed World Heritage Listing in
Paris until the question of Peko-Wallsend's rights can be determined properly.
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The reasons given by the High Court this morning for its decision are
extremely important. The High Court dismissed the Commonwealth's appeal on
2 grounds. The court made the point that the embarrassment which the federal
government had claimed it would suffer at UNESCO if the Federal Court's
restraining order were not lifted constituted no ground for this appeal.
The
court said that embarrassment was no ground for denying people their rights.
I am sure that all members would share that view.
I would remind honourable members that, in my first letter to the Prime
Minister requesting him to defer this matter so that· full and proper
consultations could take place, I emphasised that it was not the Territory
government's wish to cause embarrassment to the federal government, but that
we had rights and prerogatives which the Commonwealth had to respect. All
along the. line, the Commonwealth has sought to steamroll Northern Territory
interests in this exercise in an arrogant and cavalier fashion. The Prime
Minister, is fond of talking about consultation, but the Commonwealth has
landed itself in this sorry situation because its actions do not match his
rhetoric.
The second reason given by the High Court was that no detriment would be
caused to the Commonwealth by any delay in the matter, and that this again
meant that there were no valid grounds for appeal.
I take it that the Australian delegation in Paris will be instructed now
not to proceed with the proposed listing Of Kakadu stage 2. That is the
position that the Northern Territory has sought to advocate since we first
learnt that the Commonwealth had decided to repudiate the undertaking which we
were given that we would be consulted. We stand ready to cooperate fully with
the Commonwealth in a proper assessment of Kakadu stage 2, and we will support
World Heritage listing of any areas which meet World Heritage criteria
genuinely. I regret to say that the arrogant and bullying tactics of the
Commonwealth seem likely to continue.
I note with great concern statements attributed to the Prime Minister last
night. that legislation will be introduced to preclude any mining activity in
either Kakadu stage 1 or 2. This is not an acceptabl~ bas·is for the
cooperation and consultation which I believe is required on Kakadu. We will
do our part, but I assure this Assembly that we will fight again as hard as we
have fought over the last few days and weeks to ensure that our interests are
protected.
Registration of K.K. Yeung Consultants
Mr SMITH to MINISTER FOR BUSINESS, TECHNOLOGY and COMMUNICATIONS
Is the company, K.K. Yeung Consultants, which operates from offices in the
Raffles Plaza building, registered with the Northern Territory Companies
Office?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, I will supply that information to the Leader of the Opposition
when I have checked the register of the Northern Territory Companies Office.
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Increased Health Facilities for Katherine
Mr STEELE to MINISTER for HEALTH
'Will adequate health facilities be provided to meet increasing needs
resulting from the growth that is taking place in Katherine? .
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, work is nearing completion on the new 32-bed wing on the
Katherine Hospital site. That wing will cater for 20 paediatric ~eds and
12 general beds at a cost of over $2.6m. I would like to take the opportunity
to inform the member for Elsey that there has been some delay in the
completion date of that particular project. Completion is now expected to be
achieved at the end of February or the beginning of March.
We are very much aware of the growth of the Katherine area and we are
attempting to' meet the needs of the people there. Included on the 1986-87
design list is provision for an obstetrics and gynaecology wing, and upgrading
of the' operating theatres in Katherine. That work will be to the value of
some $3.5m. I hope that will be on next year's capital works program. The
government is aware of the growing need and will ensure that adequate health
facilities are available.
NT Road Toll
Mr BELL to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Is he aware of the report on the front page of the NT News of 24 November
in which the road toll was given as 64 so far this year, which was 1dentified
as being 6 more than at the same time last year and only 6 short' of last
year's total road death toll of 70? Has the government conducted any analysis
of the Northern Territory road toll, and road accidents generally, which would
compare the 5 years previous to the introduction of random breath testing with
the 5 years after the random breath testing operation commenced, to ascertain
whether RBT had reduced road trauma in the Territory? If an analysis of road
trauma does not reveal any improvement due to the introduction of random
breath testing, does he have any plans to identify the causes of road deaths
in the Northern Territory and to take preventive action?
ANSWER
Mr Speaker, the question resembled an adjournment debate statement.
During the course. of the next 7 days, I will provide in writing all the
information that the honourable member has requested.
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