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QUESTIONS NOT ANSWERED BY 5 MAY 1977 -------_.-----------------------
FROM 21 DECEMBER 1976 

1628 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK 

Could he please advise the following in respect of -

(1) Central Australian Aboriginal Medical Service: 

(2) Central Australian Aboriginal Legal Aid Service; 

(3) Central Australian Aborigines Congress; 
I 

(4) Aborigirlal Hostels Ltd, Al1ce Springs -

(a) The number of persons employed ? 

(b) Titles and remuneration received. and other employment bene­
fits? 

(c) Who is responsible for the-hiring and firing of their employ­
ees ? 

(d) Are the organisations' financial records and expenditure sub­
ject to any audit requirements, if so what? 

(e) Are vehicle records and logbooks kept ? 

FROM 1 MARCH 1977 

1722 Mr STEELE to Miss ANDREW 

How many persons were breathalyser tested in the Territory in 1976 and 
what was the blood alcohol conce~tration reading in each case? 

FROM 3 MAY 1977 

1895 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS 

Would the Honourable-Member arrange for the tabling in this Assembly 
of an audited set of accounts for the Aborigines Benefit Trust Fund, 
established under the Northern Territory (Administration) Act, for the 
years from the year ended June 1973 to June 1977, or such of these 
accounts as are available at the time of tabling? 

1898 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr PERRON 

As from the start of 1977 school year, how many students have been -

(a) suspended; 

(b) recommended for expulsion; 

(c) recommended for permission to leave school before the requir­
ed age, at: 

(i) Darwin High; 

(H) Nightcliff HighJ and 

(Hi) Casuarina High? 
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1899 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr PERRON 

1. How many students at Darwin High School -

(a) sat for matriculation; and 

(b) passed that examination in the following years I 1970. 1971. 
1972. 1973. 1974. 1975. 1976? 

2. How many students at Nightc1iff High Schoo1-

(a) sat for matriculation; and 

(b) passed that examination in the following years: 1970. 1971. 
1972. 1973. 1974. ·1975. 1976? 

3. How many students at Casuarina High School -

(a) sat for matriculation; and 

(b) passed that examination in the following years: 1973. 1974. 
1975. 19761 



ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

1550 Mr BALLANTYNE to Dr LETTS 

~NSWER 

Has there b.een a feasibility stu!iy made in 
the use of the Northern Territory rivers to 
cattle for export? 

the Northern Territory for 
load and transport live 

The following information has been supplied in answer to the Honourable 
Member's q uesti'on: 

"Yes. A feasibility study into the use of the Victoria River to tran­
sport live cattle was carried out in 1951. The outcome of the study 
was not encouraging in terms of the economics of such a transport 
system, although it was established that the river was navigable, 
albeit with some difficulty, to shallow draught vessels as far up­
stream as Victoria River Depot. Some ten years later when the pro­
posal was revived the earlier navigational aspects were confirmed by 
a further survey of the river but this review also did not include 
an economic evaluation of such a form of' transport. 

The Bureau of Agricultural Economics undertook a survey in 1961 into 
the physlcal and economic practicability of moving cattle by water 
from the Cape York Pens insula and Gulf region to abattoirs on the 
east Queensland coast. That survey was extended to include contig­
uous areas of the Territory (Wearyan, McArthur and Roper Rivers). 
In summary, the report found that existing methods of transport were 
inadequate and suggested that by using water transport the cattle 
industry in the survey area would benefit. 

In the same year, and for several years following, the then Department 
of Territories, through the medium of the Port Superintendent, car­
ried out navigational/hydrographic surveys of the major rivers. The 
main purpose of these surveys was to determine which rivers could be 
used to promote the development of local industries including beef 
cattle. Generally these rivers presented some navigational diffic­
ulties; deep inland penetration was poor other than to specially 
designed shall<7N draught vessels; construction of holding and load­
ing facilities were required; and frequent maintenance of channel 
marker buoys woul1i be necessary. 

It is considered that the implementation of the Beef Roads Program has 
considerably alleviated the earlier need for an alternative method 
of transport to overcome the shortcomings in the cattle movement 
ment systems. 

1626 Mr DONDAS to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

1. Has a water filter been fitted at the departmental residence of 
the Director of Health in Darwin and~ if so~ was the f:t1ter in­
stalled at departmental expense and how much did it cost? 

Experimental work has been carried out with water filters at a depart­
mental residence which at present is temporarily occupied by the 
Director of Health. 

The first filter was connected at the water meter and this trial con­
firmed that the ,particular type was not suitable. An alternative 
was then arranged to serve the house only, and as this trial filter 
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WAS only ;!..nstal1ed on 2 J)eceDJbeJ:.J.'esults are not yet available. 

The possibility of installing filters has been under consideration for 
areas giving particular trouble and little reliable local informat­
ion is available on performance. The experimental to'ork now in pro­
gress required a reliable observer and the residence selected will 
enable an expert opinion to be obtained. Information gained from 
this ins tallation will be of assistance not only in relation to 
Government residences but also to privately owned residences. 

The cost of the project. including the filter and associated install­
ation costs. was approximately $190.00. 

1629 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

1. Can he advise the name of the contractor company in charge of the 
construction of the timber Creek Police Station? 

2. Is is true that this company is having financial difficulties? 

3. Is the construction of the Timber Creek Police Station on schedule 
in keeping with the requirements of the Department of Construct­
ion? 

If not. what are the problems and why the delays? 

The following information has been supplied in answer to the Honour­
able Memer's question: 

1. The company in charge of construction of the Timber Creek Police 
Station is Gateway Constructions Pty Ltd. 

2. The department is not aware that the company is experiencing ;un­
due financial problems in conducting their general business act­
ivities. 

3. The contract is 35% complete and it is anticipated that the con­
tractor will complete all the work by August 1977 which is the 
current completion date for the contract. 

1720 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr PERRON 

. 1. Is there an emergency power supply provided for the ABC tele­
vision transmitter in Darwin? 

2. If so. what is the nature of the emergency supply? 

3, Is the Postal Institute of the Northern Territory Social Club sit­
uated adjacent to the ABC television transmitter in Darwin? 

4. Who or what is the registered lessee of the land on which the Pos­
tal Institute of the Northern Territory Social Club is situated? 

5. Is the Postal Institute of the Northe~ Territory Social Club pro­
vided with an alternative supply of electric power to the normal 
Darwin reticulated power supply? 

6, If so, what is the source of the alternative power supply? 
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7. If the alternative power supply is not provided by the club itself 
was its provision to the club authorised by the supplier? 

8. If not. what then is the basis of the supply? If so. what charges 
are levied for the supply? 

9. Was there on 5 January 1977 a strike by public servants which 
necessitated the shut down of the normal Darwin power supply? 

10. Was on 5 
Territory 
source? 

January 1977 the Postal 
Social Club supplied with 

Institute of the Northern 
power from an alternative 

11. If so. who authorised the supply of power on that day? 

12. What charges were made for the supply of power on that day, if the 
supply was authorised? 

13. Is it the policy of the Australian Broadcasting Commission or the 
Post Master General's Department to permit use of their emergency 
power supply by outside bodies? 

14. If not. why was this exception made? 

ANSWER 

The following information is provided for the Honourable Member: 

1. Yes. 

2. There is an emergency power plant at the Telecom Australia Radio 
complex at Blake Street. Darwin. If commercial power fails facil­
ities at the site are automatically supplied with power from this 
emergency power source. At the present stage of development, the 
emergency power plant has sufficient capacity to feed all facilit­
ies on the site and the adjacent studio of the commercial tele­
vision station. whose transmitter is located within the Telecom 
Aus traila Radio complex. 

3. The Post-Tel Institute is located on the same site as the Telecom 
Australia Radio communications terminal and the national and com­
mercial television t ransmi tters. 

4. The area of land on which the Post-Tel Institute activities are 
situated is not leased. It is land reserved for PMG (now Telecom 
Australia) purposes. Reserve No 993 refers. 

5. Yes. 

6. The power supply for Post- Tel Institute activities is via the ra­
dio Communications building and, if the commercial power fails, 
power feed is maintained from the emergency power plant referred 
to in 2 above. 

7. In the sense that power is automatically supplied from the emerg­
ency Telecom Australia source when normal commercial power fails, 
it was authorised by Telecom. 

8. No charges are levied. 

9. Industrial action did disrupt normal power supply. 
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10, Yes, 

11. See answer to 7, 

12. See answer to 8, 

13. So far as Te1ecom Australia is concerned, it is regarded as app­
ropriate to supply emergency pCMer to facilities on an establish­
ment where the emergency power .source is located, up to the normal 
limit of capacity of the generating plant. 

14. Not exceptional. See answers to 3 and 13. 

1723 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

I refer to the 1,500 sheets of high quality 
the people of Darwin from the Government 
ask: 

teak plywood 
and people of 

given 
Burma 

(a) how many of these ply wood sheets have been distributed; 

(b) by whom were they" distributed; 

(c) to whom were they distributed; 

(d) when were they distributed; 

(e) how many remain in stock; 

(f) where are the remaining sheets being held; and 

(g) to what purpose is· it intended to put the remaining sheets? 

to 
and 

The following information has been supplied in answer to the Honour­
able Memer's q ues tion: 

(a) 191 sheets 

(b) The Department of Northern Australia 
The Corporation of the Ci ty of Darwin 

(c) The German Club 
Private citizens with special needs 
Corporation projects 

TOTAL 

(d) From August 1975 to the present. 

(e) 760 sheets. 

8 sheets 
183 sheets 

36 sheets 
68 sheets 
87 sheets 

191 sheets 

(f) Under cover at the Corporation's municipal depot. 

(g) The organisations listed below have plywood reserved for them 
of which they have not yet taken delivery. The remainder is 
available on application to the City Corporation by any vol­
untary organisation, service club or sporting body that can 
use it in a reconstruction proj ect. Because of the small qu­
antity available the Corporation does not issue the plywood to 
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private citizens unless there are special circumstances. 

Brown's Mart 
Museums and Art Galleries Board 
Nightcliff Sports Centre 
DalWin Sailing Club 
Boy Scouts Association 

177 sheets 
40 sheets 
30 sheets' 

Amount not specified 
Amount not specified 

There is a discrepancy of 549 sheets between the original con­
signment which was received by the Department of Construction 
and the quantity issued and on hand in the Corporation's Muni­
cipal depot. The organisations concerned are investigating this 
dis crepancy • 

1724 Hr s LAWRIE to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

I refer to the Aboriginal Development Foundation and ask -

1. (a) how many meubers does it have; 

(b) do members of this foundation meet and. if so, how often; 

. (c) are elections held and. 1£ so. when; and 

(d) are financial statements issued and. if so. to whom? 

2. Is this foundation holding $100.000 received from various 
sources since Cyclone Tracy and. if so. what audit checks are 
made on the funds received? 

The following information is supplied in answer to the Honourable 
Meuber's q ues tion: 

l~ (a) Clause 4 of the foundation's constitution reads: 

"The Association's Executive Committee may admit to membership 
any Aboriginal who agrees to accept the rules of the 
Association" • 

It has at present approximately 50 financial members but it 
should be bome in mind that the services of the foundation are 
directed mainly towards unsophisticated Aboriginals who do not 
seek formal meubership. The number of Aboriginals therefore 
dependent on the foundation is considerably in excess of the 
above figure. 

(b) Clause 11 of its constitution reads: 

"General meetings shall be held monthly." 

Monthly meetings are held by the foundation and the proceedings 
appropriately recorded. 

(c) An annual general meeting is held for the election of the Ex­
ecutive Committee in accordance with the provisions of its 
cons ti t ution. 

(d) Under the Grants in Aid Scheme, funds are provided by the 
Department of Aboriginal Affairs to Aboriginal organisations 
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subject to certain conditions which are repeated below: 

"An organisation receiving funds shall, at the end of every 
quarter and not later than one month after the end of that 
quarter, furnish to the Department a certified statement of 
income and expenditure to the end of the quarter, comparing it 
with the approved budget. This statement shall be certified by 
the book keeper or accountant to be correct and shall be 
countersignodby the Presiden~. 

"At the end of each financial year and not later than two months 
after its close, the organisation shall furnish to the 
Department -

(a) a certificate under the signature of the President to the 
effect that the funds have been used only f.or the pur­
pose for which they were provided and that the condit­
ions stipulated have been complied with; 

Cb} an Auditol'~srepol't with an audited statement of ,income 
and e.xpend:l:turefor the financial year in t'!uestion, com­
paring it·with the appl'oved budget, and a balance sheet 
showing assets and liabilities at the close of the fin­
ancial year; and 

(c) a certified inventory of assets together with explanat­
ions of any, missing items." 

These requirements are being observed by the foundation. 

2. This presumbaly refers to a grant of $40,361.76 (not $100,000) 
made to the foundation by the Cyclone Tracy Relief Trust and 
representing part of a donation made to the trust by the gov­
ernment of Papua New Guinea, The purpose of the f;rant was to 
construct a brick and mortar community facility at Knuckeys 
Lagoon. The construction of this community centre has been 
delayed pending the grant of legal land title to the Fo~ndation 
at Knuckeys Lagoon and it is hoped that this will be finalised 
with a few months, When received on 1 August 1975, the grant 
was placed in a separate trust account where it is still held 
and there has been no expenditure. 

l8io Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS 

1. From whom or where did the Department of Aboriginal Affairs obtain 
or purchase'the galvanised iron with which they built the shed on 
the Maranboy commonage near the creek adjacent to Bamyili Settle­
ment? 

2. Can he confirm that this iron was removed from a number of build­
ings on mining leases at Maranboy? 

3. In view of the answer given by a Mr Lovegrove on 25 July 1974 to 
the effect that road building ni'aterial possibly came from an area 
of land over which there were mineral leases, authorising the min­
ing of tin, ,will the Department of Aboriginal Affairs undertake 
the expense of cleaning out the shaft since, as a result of the re­
moval of this gravel from the collar, there has been d-uD)ped into 
the shaft, a la't'g~ quantity of gravel Which makes ,it necessary for 
considerable work to be done before the shaft can be worked again? 
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ANSWER 

The following information has been supplied in asnwer to the lionourable 
Menber's question: 

1, 

2. 

All new galvanised iron was used which was supplied by Cyclone - K. 
M. Products, Order No. B5033/72, dated 8 June 1973. 

No. 

3, A certain amount of material was used to surface a short tract into 
the shed area, The place from which the material was removed was 
not near any mine or shaft and its removal would not have caused 
the duq>ing of gravel in a mining shaft. The Department of Aborig­
inal Affairsi does not accept a responsibility of having any mining 
shafts on thj Maranbay Tin Fields cleaned out. 

1896 Mr MANUELL to Mr! TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

1. Has the tender for the construction of a bridge over the. Todd 
River been advertised? 

2. When will the tender close? 

3. When is construction planned to commence? 

4. What is the proposed completion date? 

1. Yes on 8 March 1977. 

2. Tenders closed on 23 March 1977. 

3. On present indications late May 1977 depending on availab­
ility of increased funds. 

4. .Period of con·tract is 52 weeks from date of acceptance. 

1897 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

1. Has the Department of Northern Territory decided that the present 
Stokes Hill Power Station and subseq uent extensions will adequat­
ely supply Darwin's power requirements for the next seven years? 

2, Has the Department of Northern Territory suspended work on the 
Environmental Impact Study for Darwin's second power station? 

3. Has the Department of Northern Territory shelved plans for a sub­
mission to Cabinet so that funds could be made available to allow 
preliminary design work on Darwin's second power station to pro­
ceed? 

1, No. 

2, Yes, pending receipt of the Final Report of the Inquiry into Public 
Electricity Supply. Northern Territory. 
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3. Any such decision will be taken following the receipt and eval­
uation of the Final Report of the Inqui~ into Public Electricity 
Supply, Northern Territo~. 
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1900 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

How many applications for the 6% concessional loan have yet to be 
approved by the HFT? What is the total value of these outstanding 
applications? 

The information sought by the honourable member is similar to inform­
ation that I sought of the Minister ii'or the Northern Territory on 20 
April. I have not yet received that information. As soon as I have it, 
I will make it available to honourable members. 

1901 Mr VALE to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

I refer to an article which appeared in the Bulletin on 23 April written 
by Richard Hall. Is there any accuracy in this statement: "Already 
there have been a good number of unreported incidents of mass killing of 
expensive stud cattle on at least one property?tl 

I have seen the article to which' the honourable member refers. The 
whole article is composed of inaccuracies, not the least of whi'Ch is 
that particular paragraph mentioned in the question, The inference from 
a previous sentence in the article is that, because of the build-up of 
racial tensions in the Northern Territory following activities by this 
Assemly, Aboriginals are shooting stud cattle belonging to station 
owners. The incident to which, he refers is quite the reverse situation. 
It refers to a case which has not been kept in the dark as Mr Hall 
suggested. It has been public knowledge for some time. Officers of the 
Wildlife Branch in pursuit of their duty to destroy feral cattle on a 
piece of Aboriginal land which is also a wildlife sanctuary, inadvert­
ently shot some branded and ear",marked cattle on a neighbouring pastoral 
le,ase and' on an area where the Aboriginal cattle company is running 
cattle. It is a case of governinent officers taking action to the 
detriment of Aboriginals and also of the station owner rather than the 
suggestion which has been made by Mr Hall. I notice that 'his articles 
from time to time on the Northern Territory bear little resemblance 
whatever to the facts of life up here. I suggest that the gentleman 
might pay us a visit so that: he can get things in better perspective. 

1902 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

What steps have been taken by the Darwin Reconstruction Coinmission to 
provide a suitable site and funding for a Darwin Museum? 

I would prefer a statement from a responsible member of the Commission 
rather than relying on press reports or off-the-cuff statements by the 
chairman. ' 

I will have a statement prepared that lists the actions that have been 
taken over a long period. 

1903 MrEVERINGHAM to Miss ANDREW 

Has the Counter Disaster Ordinance passed by thlsAssembly~ in December 
1976 yet been assented to? 
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-----------------.--------

ANSWER 

No. 

1904 Mr MANUELL to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Following the cattle industry conference held in A1ice Springs on 23 and 
24 April, has an application by the A1ice Springs abattoir to 
participate in current beef quotas been granted? 

The matter is s till under' consideration by the Meat Board which meets 
this week. We will be making recommendations to the Minister in re­
lation to the matter. It is hoped that the situation was spelt out 
fairly clearly to the Meat Board representative who was at the confer­
ence and also to the Minister. It is quite important to the cattle 
industry i.n Central Australia that a quota be made available to the 
A1ice Springs abattoir when it opens in about July. 

1905 Mr EVERINGHAM to Miss ANDREW 

ANSWER 

If the Counter Disaster Ordinances 1976 has not been assented to, under 
what authority were emergency services proposing to operate had cyclone 
Verna struck Darwin'as it appeared likely yesterday? 

I understand that the basis was a letter from the Minister for the 
Northern Territory to the Administrator that'authorised'the exercise of 
all powers and functions of the Administrator as deemed under the 
ordinance and these were to be exercised as though the ordinance was 
passed. It was a letter of instruction. 

1906 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Is he aware that money allocated for repair work on the Sandower Highway 
was recently reallocated to repair work on the Plenty River Road? If 
not, would be undertake to investigate the reason why that money was 
reallocated and would he also undertake to have the Department of 
Construction contact pastora1ists in the Plenty River area to find out 
what sections of the road are most urgent in need of repair? 

I will take the matter up with the Department of Construction and advise 
the Assembly later. 

1907 Mr EVERINGHAM to.Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Has the Education Department any plans to upgrade the grounds of the 
Casuarina High School by top dressing the grounds and oval and 
installing a water reticulation system? That high school is the host 
school this year for the inter high school sports. 

I will undertake to have the question answered later during these 
sittings. 
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1908Mrs LAWRIEto Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Is it his intention. within the life of this Assembly. to introduce 
legislat:f.on to license or regulate in some other manner secondhand car 
dealers?· 

This particular legislation would come under the control of the Cabinet 
Mem~er for Community Affairs. 

1909 Hr DO~DAS to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

When are tenders to ... be c;llled for construction of the Dripstone High 
School? Does he exPect any further delays in the original intention of 
the Minister for Education to call tenders by March 1977? 

The saga of the tenders for the Dripstone High School has been going on 
for some time and certainly there is quite a history of this in the 
question papers of this House. I undertook before the sittings to find 
outagaiil exactiy what the latest situation was because it was obvious 
that .1t was going to come up as it has at every sitting ever since the 
matteJ,", was raised some 12 months ago or .more ago. At this stage. 
because' of the unavailability of certain people in the Education 
Department. I have not got an answer. for today. However. I do hope to 
have an answer. by tomorrow. 

1910 . Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TUXWORTH 

. ANSWER 

Is ~ t hiS intention to legislate to license or regulate secondhand car 
'dealers in some m'anner wi thin the life of this Assembly? 

The member who had the portfolio before me has done a great deal of work 
on this and I have followed on in his steps. It is anticipated that we 
could have drafting instructions ready later this year for the 
introduction of legislation to control used car operations in the 
Territory. but. it is a mat ter of physical ability as to whether we can 
get this through be'forethe end of this Assembly. 

1911 Mr MANUEL'4 toDr LETTS. 

ANSWER 

Can he advise meof . the present estimated cattle numbe.rs in the Central 
Australian region and do these numbers represent a real threat to land 
and soil conservation in that area?' If in fact a threat does exist. 
what steps to control this situation currently apply? 

I did not have for9l1arning of this question and I would normally ask for 
the question to be placed on, notice. However. a week or so ago. I was 
present at the Cattle Industry Conference in Alice Springs where some 
figures were qrovided by the Animal. Industry and Agricultural Branch 
which illustrated the extent of overstocking throughout the whole of the 
Northern Territory. Every pastorald1Strict at present is .regarded as 
being overstocked to a greater or lesser extent. The problem is 
probably potentially more serious in the Alice Springs district than 
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elsewhere because it is a truly arid area and more susceptible to the 
affects of periodic drought. As I understand at the moment, the number 
of cattle in AliceSprings. based on stock returns and statistics held 
,by the branch and the C,ommonwealth Statistition' is over half a ,million 
,head which is' approximately twice the safe stocking rate estimated for 
that district by the New South Wales Conservation Authority some years 
ago. The only rejlSon that there is not a 'disaster on our hands at the 
moment is because of the s\1ccession of abnormally good seasons. 
~ncluding this re::oe"lt summer. in Alice Springs. 

It is true to say that unless something is done to lighten the stocking 
that the next drought spell - which is certainly overdue statisUcally 
to come upon that district. possibly even next sUlllller - could produce a 
major catastrophe o,f a type in which the Commonwealth Government no 
doubt would be forced to provide aid either in the form of drought 
relief subsidies or tbe shooting of cattle' as we have seen in other 
parts of Australia. What we 'are attempting to do. as you will hear 
later ,I think, is to impress upon the Commonwealt~ Government the need 
to provide some short term assistance to the industry which will bring 
about the lightening of the stocking burden in the distr~ct. This can 
be done by measures such as freight assistance. a scheme which applied 
last year and needs to be reactivated this year. and probably in a way 
which will give even greater encouragement to turnoff. and also through 
moves to support the opening and throughput of the Alice Springs 
abattoir. which an early question referred to. so that they may obtain a 
maximum throughput there. This. coDhined with a stock will be 
transported interstate will at least help to alleviate this very serious 
problem, 

1912 Mr DONDAS to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

I direct this question without notice to the Majority Leader in his 
capacity as a delegate to the Beef Industry Conference held in Alice 
Springs recently, Has the Majority Party considered the formation of a 
Meat Marketing Authority and, also, have discussions taken place with 
Government to provide freight assistance to beef producers? 

These matters were raised at the Cattle Industry Conference at Alice 
Springs. Following on that conference, there was a comment in the 
newspaper by a spokesman for the Australian Labor Party who said that 
nothing worth while had been atteq>ted or achieved at that conference. 
and he referred to his party's policy on freight assistance and a 
statutory authority for marketing. In fact. I believe that a great deal 
was achieved at the conference at Alice Springs. I was agreeably 
surprised ,at how much useful information came forward, and the useful 
nature of motions and resolutions which were passed for forwarding to 
government and appropriate authorities. 

The conference did pass a resolution calling' for the reactivation of the 
freight assistance scheme for 1977. and the formula that was adopted in 
that motion was the formula that I proposed: 60 per cent rebate for 
females and 40 per cent rebate for other cattle. 

The conference passed an additional resolution referring to the adapting 
of export standards to suit particular markets and to get away from the 
problem that we have at the moment where all exporters are tied 
virtually to the American standards which some ot'her countries do not 
necessarily require, 



QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Tuesday 3 May 1977 

The conference also passed a motion requesting the: Government to give 
further consideration to a fuel price equalization scheme, and the 
conference reiterated its support, which also happens to;be the policy 
6f the Majority Party, to bring about more orderly marketing and price 
stabilisation in the 10 eef industry. The' eXact way in which this is to 

, be, done is not yet quite clear. 

The conference passed a resolution calling on the Government for clari­
fication of policy regarding Aboriginal land claims outside reserves and 
also, I unders tand, raised the question of a marketing authority, 
although it was raised very late in the conference after most people had 
gone. An earlier reference 'to a marketing authorit-did not attract 
very'much enthusiasm' or support from the' conference. I recall, Mr 
Speaker, that it is a matter which you have suggested for examination 
from,time to time. 

"The conference did s et up a committee" a sort of working party, to have 
a look at the advantages' or disadvantages of a NO'rthern Territory 
statutory beef or meat ma'rketing authority, and it is clearly necessary 
to do this before one cari establish' a policy On it, Obviously, the 
setting up of an authority' is going, to cost money in administrative 
costs and the fees of people who will be on the board, and one has to 
judge what would be the advantages' compared with the c'ost of doing this. 
What we do know is that fiore than 90 'per cent of 'l'errito'ry b~ef is 
suitable and usually destined ,for the export market, and export markets 
in Auwtralia 'are controlled by the Department of Primary Industry at a 
CommotWealth level, and by the' Aus traliari' Meat Board. So what the 

,advantages of having a small, Northern Territory Meat Authority at this 
stage would be, are still not cleat and no doubt the working party will 
throw some more'light on it, ,It is not: yet a policy which has been 
adopted and supported by the beef industry it::;elf. ' , 

Finally, in the light of certain criticisms which the ALP has made of 
our activities in the beef industry~'Iwouldjust like to advise members 
of the Assembly that the Cattle Producers Conference, which preceded the 
Beef Industry Conference, passed a note of appreciation ;;md confidence 
in me'mbers of this Assemhly for the work which' they have been doing to 
try and support the beef industry and alleviate the depressed conditions 
in theindus try. " 

1913 Mr WITHNALL to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Is the honourable menber aware that there are still a large number of 
street lights in Darwin that have not been restored following the 1974 
cyclone? Will he' take steps to remedy this situation particularly in 
the city area where dark streets such as Li tchfield St,reet are becoming 
a favourite refuge for drunken and unruly persons? 

I am aware that there are many street lights s till requiring restol;atfon 
as a result of Cycl'one Tracy. There is a program for the repair and, 
where necessary, reins ta1lation of lights in the city and it is linked 
to ,the Reconstruction Commission's financial program for the coming 
years. I will seek to have that program "detailed and informaUon from 
it made available to,the honourablE! member, 
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1914 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

My question relates to congestion on Bagot Road. Is any action likely 
to be taken in ,the foreseeable future to provide an alternative access 
to the city for northem suburbs residents, particularly since it now 
appears that these silver tails and planners who live in Fannie Bay have 
managed to torpedo the Palmerston freeway? 

". 

The honourable mell!ber for lingili is spot on when he refers to the 
congestion on,Bagot Road. This" morning, the trllffic was banked up from 
the Stuart Highway back to McMillans Road, a distance of approximately 2 
miles. TheDRC are planning to build a road to the back of Ludmilla. 
This has been brought forward and hopefully will be on next year's 
program. This will not alleviate the problem completely but it may help 
to take, some of tbe traffic away from the Stuart Highway Ba got Road 
intersection. It would have been much more realistic to bring a road 
from Coconut Grove Road through Ku1a1uk down to the proposed road. This 
would have meant that people travelling from Nightcliff would have been 
able to travel right through without getting onto Bagot Road. However, 
the decision has been made to put it into the back of Ludmilla I am 
concerned with the situation that exists right now; even if they started 
building that road tomorrow, we would expect some delay. 

At least once a week, there is a holdup' for various reasons on Bagot 
Road and, between 7. 30 and 8.30. in the morning. it can take up as much 
as half an hour to get from the northern suburbs into town. I intend to 
take the matter up with the Department of' NT which still has the 
responsibility for' control of roads. However, I may be able to get some 
assistance fr9m the Cabinet Menber for Law in that it may -be .wise to 
introduce police control of traffic rather than lights. This seems to 
be a retrograde step but there is only so much that traffic lights can 
do. In some cities they switch the lights off at peak hours and have 
traffic poUce because ther,' are able to see where the problems are. 

I . would hate to think of the cost to Darwin in man hours of people 
arriving late for work every morning. The situation going home of an 
evening is not quite as bad because they are spread out somewhat. I 
certainly intend to look into the matter and see if we can do something 
in the short term to improve it. 

1915 Mr VALE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Can he advise the present waiting time for the allocation of government 
homes in A1ice Springs? 

I cannot provide that information without reference but I will certainly 
seek it for the honourable member. 

1916 Mr EVERINGHAM to Dr LETl'S 

By way of prefatory remarks. Mr Speaker, no doubt you saw newspaper 
reports of a sensational nature last week pointing out that the salary 
of the Northern Territory Public Service Commissioner might well exceed 
the Prime Minister's sa1aty. I believe that Senator Wright. Liberal, 
Tasmania, was reported as putting these questions' at a Parliamentary 
Estimates Coumdttee hearing. I would like to ask the Majority Leader 
whether in fact the true position is as put by Senator Wrigbt. 
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ANSWER 

The answer is nOI the facts were quite wrong. I do not know whether 
this was the fault of Senator Wright or in the reporting. Nor is it 
clear to me why the departmental officers who were present did not 
correct any misapprehension which the good Senator may have had. 

Instead of, the fee being. as I think are reported. $35.000 for a 6 
months period of service. it is actually set at the rate, I understand of 
$33.000 per annum - this is less than half the level suggested in the 
report - plus $1.000 per annum allowance. This works out at about 
deputy secretary level in the department and compares quite reasonab1)t 
with salaries paid for this level of responsibility in other states. 

1917 Hr DONDAS to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

I have asked this question on previous occasions in relation to the 
Nakara Primary School. Has a decision been made by the Education 
Department as to the f,uture of the Nakara Primary School? I ask the 
Cabinet Memer that question, Hr Speaker. because I have had information 
that the Education Department are thinking of USing the Nakara Primary 
School as office accommodation for the Education Department. 

I too have heard wi th some dismay that the Education Department were 
comidering using the Nakara Primary School. or parts of it. for 
administrative purposes. I was rather horrified at that considering 
some of the needs around Darwin for 1IIore space for educational purposes. 
I have written to the Minister ort thisslbject and have had some talks 
with the Department of Education on the matter. I will undertake to 
find out whether a declaion has in actual fact been made, as at this 
date. and supply the ho,nourable member with that answer. 

1918 Mr ROBER'l'SON to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

This question results primarily. Hr Speaker. from statements made by 
yourself in the media and also discussions I have had with you. Is the 
honourable memer aware of a survey of the highways of the Northern 
Territory conducted in March 1977? Will a report of that inspection be 
made public and will the report be acted upon? 

Hr RYAN: I am . not quite sure what the honourable member is asking 
about. I am not aware of any report on higlWiays. 

Mr ROBERTSON: Are you aware of the survey carried out in Harch 19771 
Is there a report and will you make it public? 

Hr RYAN: I am not aware of that particular report. I assume that the 
question does not relate to the survey done by the Bureau of Transport 
Economics last year on Territory transport in toto and which is due to 
be released this month. If. it' does not refer to that report. I am 
unaware of any other. 'However, I will ask the department concerned if 
thel'e has been one canied out and, if possible, see that it is made 
available. 

1919 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr RYAN 

What is the reason for the delay regarding grading of the Dhupuma 
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ANSWER 

College ROlida t Gove? Will' this horror road .b e fully graded or partly 
graded? 

Certainly, the hQnourab1e member for Nhq1unbuy cannot be accused of not 
keeping the pressure on in this matter, I was under the impression that 
it had been. fixed up, There is a prQbl.em of delays with the tenders. I 
will take them~4"~r' up. with the Department of; Construction. 

1920Mr BVERINGHAM to Mr PERRON 

. ANSWER 

Is· this Assembly likely to see tabled lit 
interim or final report of the Enquiry 
E1eCtrici ty Supply Sys tem? 

this sittings a copy of an 
into the.Northern Territory 

He certainly will not be seeing.a copy of the interim report tabled at 
this si ttings or a t any. future si ttings. 

However,the Minister· has undertaken to make. public a copy of the final 
report which is expected to be completed at the end of this month and 
tabled in the House. 

The. honourable member for Jingili asked me a similar question at the 
las't sHtings •. I advised .that the Minister had advised me that as the 
committee still had to complete its investigation, he felt ·that the 
releasing of the interim ;report might prejudice the ·fina1report. He 
'was not prepareq to. have· it released, and he still stands by this 
convic,tion. However, the final report will be made public and I will 
endeavour to obtain copies and table them in the House as soon as they 
are available. 

1921 Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Fo·llow,ing. the closing of tenders for the bridge over the Todd River, 
have the. tenders been examined, when will the successful tenderer be 
anp.ounced and when will work commence on that bridge? 

. . .' . 
There seems to be a delay in the final 1etting'of the tender. I am not 
·too sure why this is, I will take the matter up with the Department of 
Cons truc tion. , 

1922 Mr ROBERTSON to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

Some time ago, I asked a question of the then Executive Member for 
Resource Development relating to alleged base camps being set up by 
foreign fishing companies and vessels on Australian '. soil, Is he aware 
'ofany authenticated reports.of any such bases being set up on the 
mainland of the Northern '. Terr:ttory and,if so, w;111 hemilke theJII 
avai1/ib1e? 

I am not aware of any authenticated report of any base CB.l1}PS being set 
up on the mainland. of Australia by foreign fishermen, I have always 
been .in some doubt about these reports or rumours because, if this had 
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happened, it would not take any time at all for the matter to become 
well known. When Indonesian fishermen land on the coast here, it is not 
very long before they are discovered and :everbodyknows about it. I 
will endeavou,r to find out, more information and advise the honourable 
memer later.' 

1923 Mr EVERINGHAM to Nr PERRON ' 

~SWER 

When it is now anticipated that tenders will be called for a 
construction of the Dripstone High School. 

That very question was asked of -me earlier in these sittings and t 
undertake to supply an answer as s,con as I could, hopefully tomorrow. 

1924 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

How much has it cost the Corporation of the City of Darwin to redevelop 
the park on the corner of Mitche11 Street and Bennett Street? I refer 
to the, one next door to the Reserve Bank. 

I understand that the park on the corn~rof Mitch~11 and Bennett Streets 
has not been developed by the city c:orporation, ,MY understanding is, 
and I stand corrected on this, that that piece of land is not under the 
care or control of the Darwin City Corporation;'Ifthe work on that 
proj.ect has been undertaken by the Darwin ReconstructionConnnission, I 
will endeavour to obtain a statement with regard to the contract for the 
landscaping and improvement of that area and the associated area of all 
the government offices on the adjoining blocks. 

1925 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING • 

ANSWER 

Is it his intention to allow this year the same disgraceful transient 
camp at East Point? 

,It is outside my responsibilities, ,I believe, to control a camp in that 
area. The ,camp that existed last year was conducted by the Darwin City 
Corporation under a special licence of land given by the Department of 
the Northern Territory. From disc,uSs:l.ons I have held with the Mayor and 
other people, I was of the understanding, that there was not to be 
another camp of that nature this year. However, I will seek confirmat­
ion ,of that and make the information available to the honourable member. 

1926 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Can he advise of the outCOIb! of discussions be held last week in 
Canberra with the Federal Minister for Tr,ansport pertaining to the 
sealing or upgrading of the Stuart, Highway south' of the Northern 
Territory border? 

Among other items, I did discuss with the Minister for Transport the 
question of the sealing of the .South Road through from the border of the 
NT to Port Augusta. I think we are all aware that the upgrading of that 
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highway is the responsibility of the South Australian government. Funds 
for the national highways, of which that route is one, are made 
available by the Federal Government through theiDepartment of 'rransport 
to each of the s.tates. South .Australia have said that insufficient 
funds .are being made available ne~t year to li\tart work on that highway. 
I have asked the Minister for Transport if it is possible for him to do 
anything about it and he has agreed to see if anything can be done. 

1927 Mrs LAWRIEto Dr I.ETTS 

ANSWER 

What is the status of the land on the Rapid Creek side of the Lakes:l:de 
Drive? This includes the Alawa spor~ing complex and the toilet block. 

I would ask the honourable member for Nightcliff to place the question 
on notice. 

1928 Mr MANUELLto Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Is there any truth in the rumour that Alice Springs teleqhone 
subscribers will be offered STD facilities within the next 3 months? 

I will check with Telecom and advise the House later, 

1929 Mr DONOAS to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Has the Department of NT given any indication as to when a decision 
will be . made' to allow the Hooker Corporation to' develop the Brinken 
subdivision? 

.-
I will seek the information, 

1930 Mr VALE toMr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Would he be willing to make representations to the South Australian 
Minister for Transport to lift the road tax charges levied against 
freight haulers for unsealed sections of the Stuart Highway in South 
Australia? 

I find it difficult to believe that the Transport Minister would in fact 
wish to do that unless he really had pressure put on him from th!! 
Federal Government. I am not too sure whether I would like the idea 
because it would obviously be reflected in higher freight rates for the' 
Northern Territory, I would much prefer to sit quietly to see if the 
Federal Minis ter can do- something about it. 

1931 Mr DONDAS to Mr RY AN 
\ 

When are reflectorisedlicence plates going to be. introduced into the 
Northern Territory? 
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ANSWER 

I would say that we will be introducing reflectorised plates next year; 
they have been under test for some time. One of the biggest things we 
have. to decide -and this could also take some time- is the, colours 
which we would hav,e on number plates in the Northern Territory.' I know 
that ,the honourable member for AliceSprings would like number plates to 
match the cars he has and: as he changes cars very regularly this could 
mean that we would have to have a:fairly wide spectrum of colours. I do 
not necessarily agree with that and because of this I would assume that 
the party discussions could take some time. 

1932 Mr EVERINGlAM to M,r POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

My question relates to a block of flats on the corner of Cavenagh Street 
and Daly Street which I have noticed has been unoccupied since prior to 
Cyclone Tracy. I believe that these flats are owned by the Commonwealth 
Government or the Australian Atomic'Energy Commission. Is it proposed 
to sell off these flats or let them be occupied rather than stand idle 
at a time when accommodation is badly required in this city? 

The honourable member did give me some advice of the question and I made 
some representations' to the appropriate federal department. They have 
advised me that the then Commonwealth Department of Services and 
Property purchased the flats from Qantas on behalf of the Australian 
Atomic Energy Comiulssion on 17 July 1975. The flats were required to 
house Darwin based members and families of the commission's uranium 
exploration division. The flats suffered considerable damage as a 
result of Cyclone Tracy and were virtually uninhabitable when~cquired. 
They were repaired and renovatored by the commission as quickly as 
possible after possession was granted in July 1975 and were occupied by 
commi~sion staf~ as they became available; 

With the change of goverQment and the change of policy in relation to 
uranium exploration, the commission was requested to wind down its 
exploration activities a~d ,withdraw from the field by the end of 1976. 
This was. done although approval was subsequently ·granted to carry out a 
limited drilling program on the commission's Number 1 prospect. The 
flats in q.uestion were, however, all vacated by late, December 1976. 
They were offered to the HOUSing Commission of the NOrthern Territory on 
a temporary lease basis until approximately July 1977 but the offer was 
declined. They are now in the hands of the Department of Administrative 
Services which is arranging for the Department of Northern Territory to 
lease them on behalf of the commission. 

1933 Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN 

'On what basis did the Motor Vehicle Register consider change of colour 
for the registration plates to be attached to motor vehicles in the 
Northern 'Territory? If in fact a colour change is being contemplated. 
will the plates be reflectorised as he has described? Is it not a fact 
that the reflectorised plates have nowhere near the long life of the 
current plates? If in fact the reflectorised plates are not as durable 
as the conventional plates we now have, is it expected that the 
regiS trar will continue to own' the plates as opposed to the motor 
vehicle owner? 
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ANSWER 

The selection of the colour will be, I imagine, a decision for the 
Majority Party. ·That is why I mentioned it in answer to the previous 
question •. It may take some time to arrive at a. decision. I would be 
quite happy to accept the responsibility to pick the colour. In the 
test .. they did on reflectivity and longevity, the green reflect'orised 
plate did perform quite well. However, I think there are other colours 
that would be m('~Pc suitable for the Northern Territory. I do not' think 
that the registrar will.· have;.muchsay in the. colour of the plates. He 
will advise. us of the tests carried out on various colours. I would 
prefer the plates to be ref1ectorised, whether or not the life. of the;! 
plate is affected. I would assume that the plates would still belong to 
the registrar. 
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1934 Hr HANUEU. to Hr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Has any investigation been made by him or members 0'£ his department as 
to whether theexistiQg microwave tow,ers ~et.ween Ht •. Isa and Darwin and 
those stpposed to be installed betwee~ Ten,nant Creek and. AU.ce Springs 
could be used for medium wave broadcast bands by the installation of low 
poWer transmitters on.thollepowers? This. would give people travelling 
within the Northern Territorydong the, Barklyand Stuart H'ighways the 
opportunity of utiUsing medium wave broadcasts. . , . 

It is not within the capabilt'ties of my Department to investigate that 
particular matter. However, I will write to the Hinister for Post and 
Telecollllllunications to.ask if such a proposal is practical. 

1935 Hr DONDAS to Hr PERRON 

ANSWER 

When will the next industrial land auction be held :l.n the Darwin area? 

Twenty five lots will be available. for auction at the next industrial 
land sale to be held in .Darwin on 23 June 1977 •. , DetaUs of the lots in 
question willap.pear in the Gov,ernment Gazette on 13 May 1977. 

1936 " Hr DONDAS to Hr 'PERRON 

ANSWER 

When will the next residential land auction b,e held i,n the Darwin area? 

A further residential land auction is planned for Darwin in August pro­
vide.d full details can beassemled at an early date on the locality of 
serviced lots which, willbe available. This auction wui follow the 
release of 50 lots on 21 April and the indus,trialauctionw\lich is timed 

. for 2 3· June. : ' 

'1937 Hrs LAWRIEto MrTAHBLING 

Can he advise when the next auction of government caravans through the 
'Darwin Reconst.ruction COllllllission will take place? Also, has he any 

further advice as to the manner of distribution or auction of 
demountables ? 

ANSWER 

1 am not able to provide the information sought by the honourable metDber 
with regard to' ·c.aravaQS.ordemountables.I ,am aware that a study is 
be1ng undertaken with,regard to.the:distribution ,of a number of the 
demountable and mobile ,type .of units and that this should be available 
shortly for . consideration by the Darwin Reconstruct.iQn Commission and 
the Hinister. I . will' seekf,urther informati~n with regard .to caravans 
from the Department of the Northern TerritQr:Y ~ho have x:esponsibility in 
this regard. 

1938 Hr EVERINGHAM to:Hr TAMBLING 

How many appUcations for loans received in 1976.by the Home Finance 
Trustee have been held over or are for some reason not yet finalised? 
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ANSWER 

As I indicated in reply to a <tu.tion yesterday, 'I have repe,tedly 
sough't front 'the Minister for the Northern Territory .. overthe last 
several weeks detailed statistical information with regard .to the oper­
ations of the Home Finance' Trustee. 'This information has not been 
fO,rthcomingdespite further representations I lIlade yesterday-and last 
night to the Minister. I hope that information will be available at 
so_ stage today. When I have it I will make it available to honourable 
memers. 

1939 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr RYAN 

Is it his • intention to' introduce legislation within the i:f:fe of this 
Assembly deaUng with certificates ofroaclworthinessfor mot01' vehicles? 

ANSWER \ 

I all not quite sure what the honourable ·memerfor. Nightcliff mesns 'by 
certificates of roadworthiness. I want some clarification on that. 

1939A Mrs LAWRIE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Legislation along these lines was intro,duced by myself in the dying 
stages of the Legislative Council. It dealt with .. suchthingsas the 
sale of secondhandvehicles which should have a certificate of road­
worthiness or not so that the purchaSer knew the condition of the motor 
vehicle. In some states there is provision for checks by police and a 
motor vehicle can be put off the road until it has obtained such a 
certificate. " ' 

,There will be. as,'far as I know, . no legislation introduced on' that 
'matt,er in the life of this 'Assembly. At the 1Il0000nt. vehicles must 
undergo a test to be registered. There is no ;lntention at this stage of 
extending that any further. However. if legislation is 'introduced 
concerning the licensing of secondhand car dealers. there maY be' S01lM! 

co~1ementa'£)' legislation that is necessary.' but I have not got anything 
on the move at the moment. 

,. ;' ~ 

1940 Mr KENTISH to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

/ 

Can the cabinet memer provide any information on when the proposed 
farmers' market will be operational in Daxwin? 

I understand 'that 'negotiations are moving fairly favourably with the 
C:U.yCoU1\cH and the Department of the Northern Territory to secure 
a 81te for the market. When this is f~nal1sed tin ,the next few weeks, I 
understand the counc:l.l Will take appropriate steps to finance the 
i~rovement8 which will be required for that land. However, it must be 
in 'the next finaneialyear as the 'council advise that there are no funds 
in the current finaneial year. It looks as if it will be a few months 
before anything positive will firm up. This is perhaps a little 
disappointing in vial of the earlier enthusiasm but I am, assured 'that 
the, counc::l.l is taking eve'£)' step possible to implement the proposal with 
the least possible delay" . 
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1941 Mi'VALE toMr TAMBLlNG 

ANSWER 

1942 

ANSWER 

Why is government house number 112 in Woods Terrace.' on which 
construction was conpleted over 12 months ago. still vacant? 

I will seek an answer to that for the honourable member. 

Mr . KENTISH to Mr RUN 

Is he aware that many guide posts are mtssing from the callSeway on. the 
east side of the Adelaide River •. Arnhem HighWay? Is he aware of the 
length of unaerfined road that is· invQlvedin this area and what 
proposalsarelthere for replacing the posts? . . I ,. 

I was not aware that there are guide posts missing. I will ask the 
Department of Construction what is being done. 

1943 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

I asked this question yesterday but I believe he m'isunderstood it. 
Would he' make representations to the South Australian Minister for 
Transport to have ro4Cl taxon the unsealed section of the Stuart Highway 
in South Aus tralia removed? 

I' w~ confused; I thought lifted meant increased. I could undertake to 
ask the South Australian Minister to reduce the road tax on that .piece 
of road but I feel that this would· be a "aste of time. However. it may 
add some strength to our argwilent to get the road upgraded. I will 
discuss the matter further with the member for Stuart and possibly 
follow it up with.a telegram' to the minister in South Australia'.. I 
would not hold out too much hope of be:f,ng successful. 

1944 Mr EVERINGHAM to MrTAMBLING 

HOW many Housing CO .... ssion bOIlle8 which suffered damage in Cyclone Tracy 
have still to have repairs effected to them and how much is this likely 
to cost? How much money wasalloeated for this purpose in 1966-1967 • 

. and how much money has been sought for this purpose 1n1977-781 

ANSWER 

Relating to 80usl,J Coal .. ion hOlies only. not. flats, at. the time of the 
cyclone,. the Housing .Coa1ssion had 1,154 homes tenanted, and 318 under 
construction. Of the tenanted . h()uses~ there are. still 653 houses left 
to be' repaired. Of course, these w1Ube repaired and restored to the 
cyclone code. With regal'd to thellioney that it will ~ost to continue 
work on the 653 houses, It Is estimated that the cost will exceed some 
$1111. 

The latter part of the honoutableae.er's queationrei~tedt() the money 
sought both in the current financial year and the coming finaneld year. 
It . is '. difficult toprov1de a prec~seanswer to this question. In 
1976-77,' the total Northern Territory ·HousingCoiaission program was of. 
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the order of $21m, possibly - and I can: only guess at this stage - well 
in excess of half of that figure would have been for cyclone restoration 
worki.n .Darwill'. 

.>C" _ -, 

With regard to the coming year probably a figure of the same order will 
have to be included in the budget estimates for the Housing Commissi~ns 
restoration program, At the time of assessing the original damage of 
the Housing Commission as a result of cyclone Tracy,it.was estimated 
that they would r~ ;"'{re approximately $40m over a period of some 3 or 4 
years to repair the damaged housing in Daxwin •. 

1945 Mr DQNDAS ;to Mr.T~LING 

ANSWER 

" ... - " , . . ; 

Has the Northern Territory Housing Commission made a decision to allow 
t~nants to purchase their cyclone~amagedhouses? 

1. am aware .that the ,Housillg Commission Board has considered this matter 
and has taken the decision not to sell homes in a st4>standard or damaged 
state, even thou~ a number of the tenants may well be eligible under 
the terms and conditions of sale, This was before the Austra).ian 
Government reintroduced its home sale scheme for public servants where 
thel1inister d:i.d allow the Australian Government. to sell homes in a 
subs tand'ar d. state; ·so possibly the, Housing. Commission may well review 

,their earlier decision.- . The 'commission did acc.~pt that there WaS a need 
for certain options to b'e made available to p~ople who were eligible to 
purchase but could not buy the actual house they were living in and the 
Commission has resolved to make other houses available, either new'ho~s 
or restored homes in the same suburban area as the appU.cants currently 
liye. 

. . . .. 
1946 Mr wrTHNALL '. to, Dr, LE,~TS 

.. " . 

Will the honourable me!!Der ask. the Administrator this morning the 
. following ,two questions andtoday rep.ort 1:0 this Assembly the 
Administrator's. answers? --,Has the Admin:\.strator received 'from the 
Minister any general instructions as to the reservation for the 
Governor-Genera1's assent of ordinances .made by this Assembly and,. if 
any such instructions have been received by the Administrator. what is 
the text of those instructipns?Was . allY,. instru~tion reCeived by the 
Administrator. from the Minister whi.ch required the reservation of the 

. Northern ,Terri tory Pisa,s tears Ordinance for the Governor-General' s assent 
~md. :H so, what Were the ternu; qt:any. such instruction? I also direct 
the following question to the honourable member on the same subject. 
Since in every other parliament under the Westminster system, a fully 
elected legislature has a complete and regularly exercised oversight by 
perSOllS responsible to t.hat .parliament of the matter of assent or 
nOll.,.assenLto laws made by that. parliament, will the honouraUe member 
.set in. traina. vigorous campaign ,t.O. ensure that the matter of assent to 
ordinances. of this Ass'embly shou;Ld be determined by the only executive' 
body responsible to this Assembly,,: that is, by the Administrator in 
~~dU ' 

ANSWER' 

The h6nourable m ep1ber, t:qr Part DaN,:Ln d,id givemes01l)e forewarding of 
theseques tions and I. have already had a discussion with the 
Administratorregard:l,ng the questio~, a.skedby the honourable member. 
The advise' I have received ftom His Honour is that communications from 
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the Government through the Minister to the Administrator and vice versa 
are regarded as the property of the two parties concerned; in other 
words, ·that such communications are confidential and the text and terms 
will not be made available to me or to this Assembly. I think that also 
takes care of the second part of the question in relation to the 
Disasters Territory ordinance. 

The honourable member's further question deals with t.he campaign on the 
matter of assent to ordinances. I have already raised this· matter with 
the Minister for the Northern Territory following the transfer of 24 
functions on 1 January. When he visited the Territory shortly after the 
transfer occurred, I made very strong representations that it was 
entirely within the terms of .the Joint Parliamentary Committee's Report 
on Constitutional Development for the Northern Territory that 
legislation intespect of transferred functions and the assent to that 
legislation should become the business of this Assembly and its 
Executive and there should be no question of reservation of such 
legislation. I further pointed out to the Minister that, in relation to 
powers still exercised and retained by the Auatralian Government, the 
joint committee had recommended that any question of assent, reservation 
or non-assent should only be .exercised after fullest consultation and 
discussion with the Territoty Executive and that this did not appear to 
be being carried out asa matter of policy; The Minister undertook to 
examine the points that I made to him. I still have not received any 
further advice from the Minister on this matter. 

1947 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

I asked the MaJority Leader to ask the Administrator the follo~ing 2 
follow-up questions: Has the Administtatorreceived from the Minister 
any general instructions as to the reservation for the 
Governor...;General's assent of ordinances made by this Assembly? That 
question could be answered yes or no; it does not involve the disclosure 
of any text, Secondly, was any instruction received by the 
Administrator from the Minister which required the reservation of the 
Northern Territory Disas ters Ordinance for the Governor-General' s 
assent? That quest~on could also be answered yes or.no. 

I will undertake to convey. the questions to the Administrator. 

1948 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

When is it expected that tenders will be called and let for the first 
stage of the new Darwin gaol? 

I am aware. that. the Darwin Reconstruction Commission has given a very 
high priorityinit!!l proposed 1977~78d.vU works program to the tenders 
for a new Darwin gaol. In fact I was of the opinion that it was to be 
let as. early as. pOSSible, probably in July or the next financial year. 
However. this matter is subject to budget consideration and until such 
time as the Federal Cabinet has determined its budget strategies and 
policies, I do not believe a firm answ.er can be given. 
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1949 MrMANUELL to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Has the Alice Spring,; municipal council, in this financial year exper· 
ienced a shortfall in its fund for road reconstruction, that shortfall 
being represented by a difference between' appropriation, and allocation? 
Is the shortfall creating any embarrassment to that municipal council? 
If embarrassment is being experienced, what measures are heing taken by 
the Department of the Northern Ter#tory or the Minister for the 
Northern Territory to offset that embarrassment? 

I am, sure the honourab1eniember for Alice Springs ,is aware that local 
'government was a transferred function on the '1st January and therefore 
, any chang'es o,r alterations to the financial situation for this year has 

to be done in consultation withmysel£: and the Minister. However, in 
answer to the 'general question, in the agreement between the Common­
wea1th"and the people of Al'ice Springs on acceptance of the offer of 
local government. the Commomealth 'agreed to start work on certain roads 
to br,ing those roads to an acceptable standard. The allocat:ion for 
1976;"77 included a transfer from other 'votes, of $748.000. The actual 

'cos'tincurredby the corporation exceeded this amount by approximately 
$182.000., As there was no possibility of additional fimdsbeing 
provided by Treasurytiot, any means by which savings of this amount in 
other vot,es could be found, the corporation was advised to obtain a bank 
overdraft for the short term loan, The corporation was also advised to 
seek reinilursementin the, next financial year .for the interest charges 
involved. However. we did not' guarantee this reimbursement. The 
corporation has since resolved that the 'shortfall will be covered by 
Commonwealth Bank overdraft~ 

1950 MrROBERTSON to DrLETTS 

ANSWER 

In light of the fact that the Land Councils in the Territory seems to 
have .unlimited 1egalresources paid for by the taxpayer of Australia, 
will Similar legal a:id be, granted to peop le whose land is thesubj ect of 
a land claim by Aborigines through the various Land Councils?,' 

It has become evident in the adminis·tration of the Commonwealth Act that 
the resources that the Land Councils, acting on behalf of Aboriginal 
claimants. are able to' muster are quite considerable and fairly 
effective in presenting claims to land commissioners. We have already 
seen in respect of the claims in the Alligator River area that the Land 
Council. with the assistance of senior ,legal, advice, anthropologists and 
consultants from the Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies, mounted 
a fairly formidable and, I suspect, fairly expensive team to support 
such claims. On the other hand, people who consider that they have an 
interest in the area under claim, apparently have ,to do 'their own thing, 
appear on their own . account and support their own case. 'In fact , in 
some cases. they have had difficulty in- being able to obtairi an audience 
in order to do so. These matters have been brought to the attention of 
the Attorriey- General and to the Prime' Minister. I am sure that the 
Government 'is anxio~ tn See 'equitable arrangements made, 'and that there 
is no discrimination, in thecommuziity as regards the opportun:ity to deal 
wi th claims and is anxious to preserve the harmony on which Judge 
WoocUard placed such heavy emphasis in his report.. I have made 
representation that other interests in the community should be able to 
receive assistance as required, whether it is from the Australian Legal 
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Aid Office or some other kind of expert assil?tance. These matters are 
under consideration and I hav,e not had any final response to them as 
yet~ 

1951 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr EVERINGHAM 

ANSWER 

I appreciate the tabling of the 3 reports in the Assembly yesterday 
relating to the operations of the Cyclone Tracy Relief Trust Fund but I 
would ask him lfhe could adyise if any subsequent reports wH,i be made 
av;dlable to this Assembly and to the Corporation of the City of Darwin? 

Mr Speaker, I would answer the: question of the honourable, member for 
Nightcliff pursuant to Standing Order 91 which I think covers the 
situation. I can d,o no better than quote from a letter that I received 
this morning from the Minister for the North~;rn Territory replying to a 

'telex from me of 21 April: ' 

In your telex message of 21 April 1977, you. sought infoI'mation 
regarding the presentation of further finanaial statements of the 
Darwin Cyalone Tr'aay Relief Trust Fund. As you are aware, the 
trustees moved to wind up the fund on 30 September 1976. but the 
disbul'8ement of funcilwhiah lvas made as a aonsequenae of that 
der:nsion was subsequently required by me to be 're-paid fO Howing 
adviae from 1;he C;ommorMealth SoZiaitoro Generoal. Finalisation of the 
Troust Fund Reporots had progroeBsed to the stage wheroe the final reporot 
had been aompi Zed and was to be submitted to the Auditoro-Generoal foro 
his (]erotifiaation. The stiJsequent events have ahanged the situation 
and the ,normalmonthly roeporots have been resumed froom Oatobero 1976. 
Repqrts up to ,the end of AproiZ 1977 should be presented duroing the 
firos,t liIeek i,n May, .1977. 

I ,would hope to have reports to present either tomorrow or, probably next 
week. If not then, I' will have them at the, next sitting of this 
Assembly. 

1952 MrWITHNALL to Mr TUXWO~TH 

I referto ~ question I ,asked at the lastsittin:gs with reference to the 
unlawful occupation of F:l.re Brigade flats in Mitchell Street; I 
received an answer that action to evict people from the building was 
then under way. In view of the fact that no action has been taken since 
that date, in view of the f act that hepat:l.tis has been diagnosed in 
person~ f;rom those premises and in view of the fact that the Department 
of' Hea,lth ,now, will not acci:!pt the building and that the Department of 
the Northern Territ~ry disclai,med responsibility even for cleaning up 
'the' place and that,' when the city council proposed to clean the place 
up, the Department of Health warned ,the corporation that the 
corporation's responsibility ceased at the front "gate, will the 

, honouraple member for God's, sake do something urgently to sort out this 
incredible bungle? 

ANSWER 

I am well aware of the honourable member's concern over this matter,., As 
I indicated i,n my: last reply to his question, the Department of Health 
advised me that the Depart1l\ent of the Northern',Territory had taken steps 
to have the occupants of the building evicted. As the honourable member 
points out, very, litt+e appears to have beeq done. I had a personal 
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head count this morning and there were no fewer than 35 people after 6 
had gone to work while I was watching them. This morning the Department 
of the Northern Territory advised me that Crown Law has been given 
instructions to have the building cleaned out. 

Mr Withna11: That is a nice way of telling a lie. They have not been 
given full instructions. 

Hr Tuxwotth: All -ight, They have further intimated that ,they will do 
everything in their power to have the persons removed from the building 
today, 

I would just like to add my support to the honourable member's concern 
in the sense that it is now a very serious health hazard,. There are far 
too' many people living in the building without adequate sanitation. I 
will be putting it to the Department of the Northern Territory~that they 
board the building' up in such a manner that it cannot be used for 
habitation or that it be pulled down. 

1953 Mr VALE to Miss ANDRSl 

ANSWER 

Will she personally , inves tigate the problems in the supply of office 
supplies and equipment to police stations in outlying areas of Cel)tra1 
Australia? Will she also seek to have airconditioning fitted in the 
police station office at Hart's Range and the police station residence? 

I shall make some enquiries regarding the supplies to police stations in 
the centralian area,' However. it is very difficult to know exactly what 
the honourable member for Stuart means when he just says "supplies to 
police stations". because it is m:f understanding that any supplies not 
available at the moment are on otder and if the officers in these one 
and two-man stations mention the fact to their sergeant, I am sure their' 
needs will be met. 

1954 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

What action is proposed to review city council bylaws to ,ensure that the 
prob1ellis that occurred several months ago in Darwin and Alice Springs 
will not return? 

The general powers and bylaws' aspects of the Local Govemment Ordinance 
have been reviewed by my department and the Cabinet has issued drafting 
instructions with high priority for new legislation in this regard. 

1955 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr RYAN 

Has the honourable Cabinet Menber bll!en consulted in relation to the 
proposed widening of TrCMer Road in two stages rather than in one stage? 
If so, can he tell me what the reasons are ,for the widening taking place 
in two stages? 

ANSWER' 

No, I have not been consulted at all with regard to the widening of 
TrCMer Road. I am not aware of the reasons for' the splitting of the 
contract. I will make inquiries and advise the Assembly, 
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1956 Mr BALLAN'lYNEto Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Could' he up lain the purpose of the steel work structure being erected 
on .the ,Fort H11l Wharf? 

The steelwork which is being erected on Fort H11l Wharf is for the 
loading of cattle. Some $26,000 is being spent by the Port AuthQrity on 
the wharf to e,nable the loading of live cattle to be handled more 
easily. At the same time. they are also spending $10.000 on the wharf 
canteen and facilities for the wharfies. This may i!rase some of the 

, criticism that I sometimes get that we do not do much for the wharfies. 
We are spending $26.000 on cattle and $10.000 on wharHes:';" I reckon 
that is a pretty good conparison Mr Speaker. 

1957 Mr DONDAS 'toMrTAMBLING 

ANSWER 

The Minister for the Northern Territory has recently announced that 
Government housing has been made available to certain', industrial 
employees of the Australian Public Service~, 'Can the Cabinet Member 
advise me what similar arrangements have been made for employees of the 
NT Public Service? 

Identical arrangements are b~ng made for industrial e~loyees of the 
Northern Terri tory Public Service. As a result of the transfers powers 
on 1 January. a number of employees of the Northern Territory Public 
Servi,ce' came under our control and are possiblYTlot eligible for housing 
under the terms that the 'Minister announced for Australian Government 
employees. However. 'I have taken the opportunity to discuss the matter 
personally with the Minister for the Northern Territory ,and he has 
informed me that the employees will be treated on the sarnebasis as ,if 
they were eligible employees undera~ Australian Government Department. 

1958 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr ,TAMBLING 

In the last month or two. my inquiries as to delays in granttng Home 
Finance Trustee loans has led me to believe that there could be some 
problems in reIaUon to delegation offl!ncUoris by the Home Finance 
Trustee himself. ' I ask whethe,r the Home finance Trustee has in fact the 
power to delegate his 'functions and. if not. wUl anything, be done to 

, give, him such power? " , 

ANSWER 

This matter has been brougb't to my linention as a result 9f some claims 
that progreSs payments 'arid the initl-al applications for appr(lval were 
delayed because these matters had tOiee:eive the endorsemetitofthe Home 
Finance Trustee personally ,I have asked officers "f my department to 
look at this "matter, and, if any .cUen' can be talten by way of 
legislative amendllient. it W111be presented to t:h:ls Assembly as soon as 
p~s~l~ , ' , 
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1959 Mr DONDA'l to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Several months ago, a press re1ea!;lew8s issued ,through theNTNews that 
the Tracy Village complex was' going to go partly to the Northern 
Territory Hou;ing Commission, partly to the Corporation of the City of 
DaIWin, and partly to the Youth Hostels A!;Isociation of Australia. When 
will a decision be made regarding the future of the Tra~y Village 
complex for those applicants? 

,,:rhe. c~nimissiont s proposals for the future use of .the area now occupied 
. byTra~ Village have Qeenput ·beforethe Department ,of Defence which 
'has .cont~l over the land in question. .I):i.scussionshave been held with 

the department, and the commissions "isawa,re of the need to reach an 
early decision on the future use of the Tracy Village site. However, at 
this stage, the Defence Department is st1.ll consider:i.ng the matter 'and 
has made no commltment to relinquish control over the area. 

'1960 Mt S.~ELE to :pr LETTS 

'ANsWER 

I r'efEir to an, ABC broadcast .' !lews item thi~ morning' in whi~h ,w~s stated 
th~t 'theM8jori~Leader,Dr Letts, has been accused, of "running with 
the hare and hunting with, the hounds in his statements on Aboriginal 
land rights". I ask the Majority Leader if he could either run with. the 
hare or wi th the hounds and give us the facts. 

I am not a"are whi~ are tile hounds ,and which are the l)are in. this case 
to be qi,dte' honest~ so it makes it a bit difficult t;o 'give a precise 
answer.' I· am aware,. that th~ person to whom the" statement was 
'ahributed~ Mr ,NeVi,llePerkins, has nOt,been pre~ent . at any, of the 
discUSsionS I have had .withthe Northern Land Council, the Central Land 
Councii', Cattle industry representatives, ,or in fact any of the parties 

'wi'th'whom I have discussed this matter at all. So how he can purport 
to be an authority on the attitude I take in those d,iscussions, I am. not 
sure. 

inreiation to the pa,rt1tular matter that I was suggesting to 
p.ast:oral1Sts that~borlginals might be able to seize their " ,land either 
nOw or when leaseS expired, I<do not believe that I have ever made 
suggc!iJtions in those' terms. I have pointed out sonie of the problems 
whith exLstin theadministradon'oft1le Act as ,it is affecting' and may 
affect pastoral land in the future. As to the pastoral leases which 
have been acquired for Aboriginal use such as Wave Hill, Kildutk, 
Willowra, Mount Allen, Chilla Well - there may be others but those are 
some of them ,'" I understand that people acting on, behalf of the 
Aboriginal people are p\1ttingforwllrd submisSions and claims to have 

'th:!;"; land convettedto Abotig:l.nal 'freehold title. I have, made the point 
'tluit~shou1d this be. clO,lle, ,it will have an effect on the 'pastoral 

industrY'. The northerii'part o'f the Territory, 'the Kimberleys of Western 
Atistra1iaa;nd the' guUcountry df ,Queensland are going to be faced with 
grave difficu1t:iesW:l. i:hirithe ii'ext 6 or 7 years in trying'to carry out a 
cattle disease control program to keep pace with the rest of 'Australia. 
Should it not be successful in doing this, the future of the cattle 
industry in the northern part of the Territory will be greatly 
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jeopard:lsed. It could be that within 6 or 7 years export 'markets will 
be completely denied to the area and also the marketing o~ cattle from 
that area to other parts of Australia. The only way to avoid this is to 
have a properly coordinated and thorough going disease control program 
on cattle properties. In order tQdo this., His not suf~icient just to 
have the Stock Diseases Ordi.nance,. one has to have the resources with 
which to carry out the terms of that ordinance. 1;n other words, you 
must.have yards, fences, paddocks watering points and all .those other 
things. If the present pastoral leases which have been acquired by the 
Aboriginals are converted to freehold title, there will be no way to 
ensure that proper disease control occurs, It will be entirely optional 
to the owners under that form of title as to whether they will do 
anything, This does represent a serious problem for the cattle 
industry. I have made that point. I have made the point that the 

. granting of claims over the recent crown land are~ could cut across 
land use developments programs which have been established in the last 
15 years or so and could have a detrimental effect on pas'tora1 product­
ions there. 

It is also true to say that, where a claim has been registered over a 
pastora11ease. even though it does n.ot take effect in any way, the fact 
that some people representing Aboriginals have said that if the lease 
should come on the market for sale the Aborigines will move to acquire 
it, this in itself has an effect on the negotiability of lease 
instruments and an effect on the pastoral industry, I have said all 
these things and:1 am prepared to stand by them. 

Members: Hear. hear. 

\ 
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1961 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

I understand that the Minister for the Environment has announced a 
housing cost inquiry, Will, this inquiry effect the Northern Territory? 

Approximately one month ago, Mr Newman did announce that the Government 
was proposing a wide ranging inquiry into escalating land and housing 
costs in Australia. Following his statement, I advised him that the 
Northern Territory Cabinet would be keen to have details of this inquiry 
and to participate in it. At the HOuSing Minister's Conference last 
week in Melbourne, the matter was again raised with the state ministers, 
terms of reference have now been established and the details forwarded 
to the Prime Minister. I hope that this inquiry will get underway in 
the near future. I have indicated to Mr Newman that the resources of 
the Northern Terri tory Housing Commissiori will be made available to such 
an inquiry for any hearings that they might like to hold in the Northern 
Territory. There is a very strong need for the Northern Territory to 
participate in any inquiry'that is looking at reducing housing 'costs, 

1962 Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREW 

ANSWER 

Has she yet reached a decision on whether the police will be identified 
either by name or number?' If not, when is such a decision likely to be 
made. 

This matter is still under consideration by the Party. 

1963 Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Has' he had expressed to him any concern about drunkenness on the 
streets of Alice Springs or other Territory centres having a detrimental 
effect on tourist numbers in the Northern Territory, 

During the recent visit that I made to the centre, concern expressed 
,that this was calSing a detrimental effect on the tourist industry in 
Alice Springs. I do not have any figures to support this but i i: seems 
to be the opinion 'of quite a few people in Alice Springs. 

1964 Mr DONDASto Mr SPEAKER 

ANSWER 

Has there been al'\Y development in implementing a retirement benefit and 
pensions scheme ,for. members of thi,s Assembly? 

I have a statement on this matter, After a long period during which was 
thought that an officer of the Treasury was preparing a retirement 
benefit scheme for the consideration of members" the responsibility of 
preparing a proposal was returned to the Assembly. Accordingly, in 
November 19 76, ~ sent to the Minister for the Northern 'l;erritory, a 
proposal for Parliamentary Retiring Allowances (Northern Territory 
Legislative Assenbly) Act together with a detailed expbnation. The 
draft Act ,waS virtually a copy of the Act giving a contributory penSion 
scheme to members of the ,Federal Parliament. I asked that ,this matter 
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should be on of the references to the Remuneration Tribtmal in the hope 
that it could be dealt with in the tribunal's next review and enacted 
and implemented before the end of the first Assembly. The Minister for 
Administrative Services made a, formal reference to the Remuneration 
Tribunal on the 3 March 1977. The honourable Cabinet Member for 
Resources and I appeared before the tribunal on 4 April 1977 on behalf 
of all menbers and the Majority Leader and his deputy represented the 
Cabinet Members at a hearing on 26 April 1977. The tribunal has the 
pension scheme before it and it has the services of an expert, in this 
field to assist in its consideration, 

1965' Mr EVERINGHAM to Dr LETTS, 

ANSWER 

You may have heard several editions recently of an ABC program called 
"Broadband" • 

In th~ last 6 weeks, I' have noticed that certainssegments of the program 
seem to present only one particular point of view and there does not 
se.em to be any attempt at an even-handed pret:;entation of points of view. 
Last night's "Broadband" program was nothing but a full-scale, blatant, 
political attack. Did he hear last night's program regarding Aboriginal 
land rights and, if so, what action does he propose to ,take? 

I did hear last night's "Broadband" program. I say quite frankly that I 
was disgusted that a responsible organisation such as the Australian 
Broadcasting COlilmLssion funded by taxpayers' money could present a 
program in this way. I believe-that the ABC has a responsibility to 
report newsworthy items and controversial issues but it would be 
expected by the taxpayers that a balanced viewpoint would be presented 
if there are 2 sides to an argument and that the facts .shou1d be kept 
under control and the hour not devoted largely to the realms 'of fantasy. 
Because of the biased nature of the program and certain allegations 
which were made against individual members of this legislature and the 
Assembly generally, I am sending a message of portest ot the Prime 
Minister, the Minister for Post and Telecommunications and to the 
Chairman of the Australian Broadcasting. Commission. I am awaiting a 
transcript of the program which is being prepared. I believe, sir, that 
I will be speaking to -ou later in this House on possible questions of 
privilege raised by this .broadcast. 

1966 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

I refer to a question I placed on notice on December 21 last year and as 
of May 3 this year it is unanswered. The question sought certain 
information about. appointments ,to the Central Australian Aboriginal 
'Congress, Medical Service and Legal Aid. I ask the Cabinet Member Why 
are those questions 'still unanswered? 

I am unable to say at this. stage exactly why they are unanswered but I 
would .tend to consider ,that the department and possibly the Minister are 
having some difficulty in being able to furnish all the information 
required" to answer the honourable member's question. Some ",of the 
organisations concerned, ,despite the fact that they are funded 
principally and primarily by public moneys, have refused to provide 
certain information to the Minister and to myself in answer to questions 
rnsedabout them on previous occaSions. I dare say that the department 
is having similar problems in getting all the information to answer the 
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seequestions which are quite reasotflble. I will take the ma'tter up again 
with the department and see if something can be done too pull them into 
line. 

1967 Mr EVERINGHAM to Miss ANDR&1 

ANSWER 

How m~ny bailiffs are presently carrying out service and execution of 
process from the Darwin Court and what, delay is there being experienced 
in having a warrant of execution levied? 

This work is still t,he responsibility of the Commonwealth Police Force 
and there is presently one senior constable on full time duty. llowever, 
local provision has been made for assistance tobe given from time to 
time by one clerical assistant and, additionally, ,2 other clerical 
assistants on occasions. All personnel can give assistance sometime to 
serve'process although they are not designated as' bailiffs, and in 
add! tion to that, tw" private firms operate in Darwin doing work which 
:includes service of process. I am sorry I, am unable to answer the 
second partef that question but I will get information and convey it 
later in the day. , 

1968 Mr BALLAN'lYNE to MissANDR)!lol 

ANSWER 

Is the coastline of the Northern Territory patrolled proportionately 
with that of the Queensland and t\'estern Aus,tralia coastline? 

I ask that the qUE'Stion be placed on notice. 

1969 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Who owns the land where the Alawa Oval complex is situated? 

The area of land bounded by Trower Road, Lakeside Drive, the Darwin 
Community College and Rapid Creek is shown as vacant crown land on the 
Darwin Town Plan ,andis designated as open town space. Action is being 
taken to reserve for recreation and amusement of the public the area 
which includes the three playing ovals and the toilet block. The 
reserve is to be ves ted in the corporation. These lakeside ovals are 
already maintained by the Darwin City Corporation. 

1970 Mr TUNGATULUM to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Has the DRC resumed land at the Humpty Doo tip? If so, what is its 
proposed use' and will the DRC provide an area for a tip? 

The honourable member for Tiwi asked this question of me several 
sittings ago and I asked that it be placed on notice. I do not recall 
what the answer was.' However, I will undertake to find out what the 
answer was and relay it to the honourable member. 
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1971 Mr DONDAS to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

Has the Majority Party any intention of accepting ethnic affairs as a 
responsibility of this Assembly in the new NT Government. 

The answer generally is yes. The arrangements now being made between 
state governI'1elll-S and the Commonwealth in respect of sharing 
responsibility for migrants and ethnic affairs only came to my notice 
recently. The Department of Immigration is still respons_b1e for the 
migration program. When they ardve here, some of the difficulties 
which are, faced by migrants have been taken care of in the past by the 
pepartment of ,Social Security., To a greater extent in the last couple 
of years, ,by agreement betwe~p, the Commonwealth and the states, the 
state governments have been establishing agencies to' look ,after migrant 
problems in the c01llDlunity'. In all the other states., branches now exist 
for this purpose and ,resources are provided by the s,tlite government. In 
Sydney,in the1ast6 months, something like 4 new mig;rant aid centres 
have been opened by the state government there. At the moment, there 
are, a few, staff in Darwin who are working in the migrant aid area 
advising migrants where to obtain legal advice, where to find 
interpreters, organising English classes etc. These people at the 
moment are working f Qr the Department of Social Security. I have 
already made contact with the Minister for Immigration and I intend to 
follow this up with the Minister for Social Security indicating our 
interest in this area. I will be making representations to have this 
,considered, in part at least, as a state-type functlon so that we may 
plan to assist the very large migrant community in the Northern 
Territory in the best possib-1e way. 

1972 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Why does the Northern Territory Tourist Bureau no longer service people 
wishingtq travel ove~seas? I have had many complaints about this 
issue. 

It was a decision of the board that they no longer carry out thls 
funtrtion. The function of ,the board, is to promote tourism within the 
Northern Territory. There :are quite a n,umber of privately operated 
tourist organisations which cater for thls type of bus1ness and it was 
felt that the board should concentrate on the: promotion of the, Northern 
Territory. 

1973 Mr, EVERINGHAM to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

Has the allocation of funds ,for the creches and, child-minding ,centres in 
the Northern ,Territory in the, 'current financial year, 1976-77, been 
sufficient, or are children being turned away from these centres? 

The funding of creches and chlld-minding centres, particularly those run 
by community" qrganisations is conducted by the Department of Social 

, Se curl ty. 11y understanding lstQat it would not matter how much money 
the department poured into this area, the community could absorb it. 
Throughout the year, I have had the opportunity of supporting several 
creche organisations in their efforts to get more federal funding to 
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enable them to conduct their activities. I believe that some community 
creches are constrained by their financial resources. One of the prob­
lems, is tied up with the fact that .theco~sumer is not always able to 
pay the difference between the cost paid by the Commonwealth and the 
cost is incurred by the creche organisation and creches, rather than put 
tht!ir fees up and have a selective clientele, kElep their fees down and 
prefer to take as many people as they can. In doing so, they will 
always be turning people away. 

1974 Mis LAWRIE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Has the policy by the Northern Territory Tourist Bureau not to take 
overseas bookings re!i!ulted in loss in revenue? If he,d.oes not have the 
information. would he l,1ndertake to provide it latet: this sit1;ing daY? 

, , 

Quite obviousq ~ if you giveaway some of th~ busines~, you, lose some of 
the money that comes in. ' The purpose of the Northern Te rrio try Tourist 
Bureau is to promote to.urismin the Northern Territory not to run at a 
profit. Hy pol~CY will be that the board shall concentra,te on the 
promotion of tourism in the Territory and the. selling of tickets is a 
secondary interest within the Territory,., However,' I would say that we 
were able to have a federal Cabinet decision reversed. They had 
intended to close the interstate offices because they thought that they 
were not necessary. Obviously. these .offices, do sell tickets for 
,various tours in the Northern Terri,tory.: Many of the smaller tourist 
operators within the, Territory rely very heavily Qnthe interstate 
office. Once again. I point out that the job of the Tourist Bureau is 
not to make money but to get tourists into the Northern Territory. 
Subsequently. those tourists will spend money and this will benefit ,the 
Territory. 

1975 Hr EVERINGHAM to Hr RYAN' 

ANSWER 

Is it,a fact that the Northern, Territory' Government Tourist' Bureau was 
not. an lATA accredited' tourist, bureau and, therefore 'all overseas travel 
being sold by it was at no ,commission at allunti,l it received its lATA 
accrediation? 

I will have to find out the information. 
" ' 

1976 Mr DONDAS to Hr RYAN 

ANSWER 

What progress ~ beitig mad~ in the government sponsored tourism study of 
the Northern Territory. 

The study is in progress at th~ m'oment., Twooff:Lcers in the tourism 
section of my department' H'e spe!lding qul,te a lot of time on the project' 
as are s,ome meDbers of ,the Departme!lt 0,£ "NT. It wil;L b~ an ongoing 
study and wi11take some 1;ime before tile t;esu1ts are known. 

1977 Hr VALE to Hr PERRON 

Can he advise when parks and playing fields will be provided for the 
Brait1ing School in central Australia? 



QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Thursday 5 May ,1977 

ANSWER 

I have sought this information for the honourable member' :but have not 
yet received an, 'answer. 

1978 Mrs LAWRIEto Mr TAMBLING 

What steps have been, taken by the Darwin Reconstruction Commission to 
provide both finance and a site for a new museum in Darwin? 

ANSWER 

" The honourable memer" for Nig~tcliff aekeda similar question several 
d'aye ago, The question on that "occasion asked for the details since 
some period in 1974. I have several pages of detailed notes in that 
regard and I will make it available to the honourable member. ThiS sets 
out, the consequential studies. arrangements and decisions of the 
Reconstruction ,CommiSSion,. In March' 1977. the Department of the, 
NotthernTei'ritory took over the investigation for a . site for a museum. 

'With regard to the funding, it has been accepted fora long time that an 
amount' of approximately $lm'will,be required from the Government as ,an 
insurance replacement for the' building that was destroyed in the 
cyclone. , If the b'Ui1ding does not c-ommence by December this year when 
the DatwinReconstruction Commission ceases to exist,arid I doubt that 
it will, then the, appropriate 'sponsor for that building will be the 

'Northern TerritoryCabinet~ The'Northern Territory Cabinet has already 
putfolWard preliniinary 'suggestions to the Commonwealth Government, as 
part of' its fotward estimates. that' it would like it museum to, be 

" , Eis tab1ished. 

1979 MJ: EVERINGlIAM to Mr PERRON ' 

Is he aware that an application by the Top End Junior Motorcycle Club 
for a special purposes lease over an area of land where it has been 
operating n()Wfor some years has been rejected after a prolonged series, 
of negotiations, as usual by the Department of the Northern Territory? 
If the honourab1eCi:lbinetMember 'is aware of this; canheteU me the 
reasons for the rejection And' whether the 'department is prepared to 
reconsider the matter? 

ANSWER 

1980 

I, 

I was not aware that the app'Ucation thehon'ourab1emember referred to 
has been rejected by the Department of the Northern Territory. However, 
I will be happy to liaise with him and the people who made the 
application and see if we cannp~ get some review of the deciEfion from 
,the department.' " 

'Mr ROBERTSONto Mr RYAN 
'. i 

, What is the current positiOJ:l regarding reported negotiations between 
transport ownet...:drlverS' and the maj or hauling cOmpanies? Can he aclvise 
what eHect'thesucc~sful' bjd by the. owner ddvers ,would have on the 
cost of goods in 'the Northern~el?ritoty or", a1t~rnative1y, what would be 
the effect of the continuitY of tranSport, in the 'Northern Territory if 
those present negot;lations break down? 
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ANSWER 

No negotiations have taken place between the transport operators them­
selves: the owrieI'-drivers and the transport companies~ the freight 
forwarderS, and thus is of course the 'reason for the dispute. The 
subc,ontractors believe that they are being unfairly :treated and they 
have asked to meet with the freight forwarders, or the ,major, transport 
companies, to discuss the situation and to arrive ata better price per 
tonne on the goods that they are carrying, This has been going on for 
some 1I)0ntns. 

A meeting was I arranged ini tiaUy by the Minister for Trl:\nsport, Mr 
Ni xon , at whi!ch departmental people were present, plus the owner 
drivel'S, but the transport companies did, not turn up. Subsequently, 
there has been the threiit by the owner"-drivers fro~both SO,uth Australia 
and Queensland that, if Mr Nixon does not organise a meeting by 15 May, 
then they' will cease to deliver goods to the Northern TerritorY_ I have 
spoken to Mr Nixon on this point severai times and hehas made it quite 
clear that the area is not within his c'ontrol;' it is a dispute 
concerning prices be tween two companies, you could say the 
owner-drivers, who a re an industty of individual operators, and the 
companies themselves . It is out of his j urisdtction. He is concerned 
abo'ut the situation, arid I believe that one of the owner- driver 
organisers rang him yes terd8¥ and was keeping him f,tilly informed~ 

I myself feel that the transport companies should meet with the owner­
drivers to' see if some arrangement can be made. Of course, if this does 
not happen, and if the strike goes ahead, we will possible see 
disruptions, Whether or not they will be able to fill in with other 
drivers, I do not know. Ari increase in subcontract rateS, according to 
the slDcontractors, should not effect the cost in Diuwln'because they 
claim that the maj or companies do have enough margin to cover a higher 
subcontract rate. I be1ieve~ however, that if an increased rate was 
forced upon the maj or companies, we would see an increase in freight 
costs into the Northern Territory, 

1981 Mr EVERINGHAM to Miss ANDREW 

ANSWER 

'Is she aware that delays of up to 12 months are being exper,ienced in' 
Darwin in the finalisation of coronial inqUiries? Gan,sheinform me 
when the ci;>romalinquity' into the, unforttmate death of the lad Beutel 
who died recently as a result, we hear, of not receiving treatment from 
the Darwin Hospital, is to be set down and 'co1npleted? 

I unders tand on the morning of' 13 May, 

1982 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN 

ANStmR 

This question is asked on behalf, of the Cabinet Member for Community 
Affairs. When will, the motor registry function be removed from the 
police station in Te,tmant Creek and established in the district office?' 

As a result, of Cabinet DeCision, I have asked my department to look at 
the rearranging of mot<;>rregistry procedures in both Tennant Creek and 
Katherine, .' 
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Mr Ballantyne: What about Nhu1unbuy? 

Mr Ryan: We are not considering Nhu1unbuy at this stage although in the 
future this matter will be' taken up., At, the "lIlomentwe are only 
considering Katherine and Tennant Creek. 

When the Motor Registrat:ion Branch was under the Department ·of Northern 
territory, it was. the. intention of the Government to build motor vehicle 
test sheds at Ka thlOrine and Tennant Creek. Our. party has decided 
against this. We feel that it is a waste of money t;o spend it large 
amount in erecting a test shed. We feel that this could be more aptly 
handled by aslib-contractor to let .to a local garage to test vehicles. 
This would be on the basis that tenders would be called for the testing 
of vehicles for regis tration piJrpose and the lowest tender obviopsly 
would get the business. People would then attend that particular garage 
and have their vehiCle tested free~the payment being made to the garage 
by my department. . This then bi-ings the other centres into line with 
Darwin and Alice Springs, where the facili.ties are now available and we 
cannot do much. about them but they get free testing. 

In addition, to this, the facility will most probably enable, as in 
DaIWin, other garages to tes t vehicles. If people cannot get into tire 
official one, they could' still go to another garage, the same as they 
can in Datwin, and pay for the teSt. 

With regard .to the payment of moneys, we are hoping to get this function 
right away from,the police and possibly into the district office through 
the good offices of my colleague, the Cabinet Member .for Finance and 
Local Government. 

198.3 Mr, DONDAS to j\lr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

What progress has been made in regard to the completion of ·the Casuarina 
Hospital, and ~uld it be possible for members of this Assembly to make 
an inspecti()n? 

I understand that the construction state of the Casuarina Hospital is in 
the middle of the concrete, p.our on the seventh floor. I would think 
that the worlanen, the, companies and the department concerned with the 
erection of the hospital wO,u1d be delighted ,at. any intereat shown by 
members of t:hisAssembly, .If they should like to hav~ a look around, I 
will ask the Dire'ctor of Health to organise an inspection tour. 

1984 Mr BALLANl'YNE to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Are there any plans available for the proposed extensions to pre school 
at Nhuhmbuy and if so, will they be available to the public? Has the 
contract been let for the extensions? If so, when will. t:he building 
commence. Is there an estimated finishing date for that building?" 

I have been advised that the extensions have been designed for some time 
and thats when the first designs were completed, the proposal was sent 
to Nhulunb.uy for comment, in about February' of 1975. However, further 
copies of the plans' could be made available immediately for interested 
residentS of Nhulunbuy to view. As far as tenders are concerned, it is 
expected that a contract will be let in the immediate future for this 
project. The contract completion time is 28 weeks. 
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1,985 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBUNG 

ANSWER 

Can he advise formally the current statistical position of the cyclone 
reconstruction loans of the Home Finance Trustee?-

In the debate yesterdav afternoon on the Home Finance Trustee, I did 
make certain broad information available. I will provide now the 
detailed statistical information. This is up to the end of the week 
ending 29 April 1977' for the 6% concessiona1 loan scheme for the 
reconstruction of private homes in Darwin. The number of loans approves 
since the inception of the scheme are 928 with a total value of 
$28,235,427. Applications not yet approved total 637. It is 
anticipated that there will be some wastage in this figure as some 
people will not want to take up the loan for various reasons; for 
example, if they should leave the Northern Terdtpry-, The Minister has 
announced that the scheme is a commitment of the Governmenl; and the 
people have the right to take them up any time between- now and 1980. 

The value of progress payments made since the inception of the scheme up 
to 29 April is $23,966.754. 

1986 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

You may have noticed that the citY counCil has been tree planting along 
the Stuart Highway approaches to Darwin. What steps has the Department 
of Transport, which ·owns the railway land adjacent to the highway out as 
far as Berrimah, taken to co-operate with the city council on tree 
planting and beautification of the land along the approaches to Darwin? 

The DRC are the people responsible for the tree planting, I think the 
Railways would be doing nothing. Whilst I do not agree t-Tith. this, I 
find it fairly difficult to believe that we would be able to induce the 
Railways to spend money on planting trees .along the railway line when in 
fact tliey closed t!.te railway line down because of financial' 
difficulties. 

1987 _ Mr VALE to Mr TUJlWOR'lH 

ANSWER-

What state has the program for a recreation lake-in central Australia 
reached? 

My understanding is _that goverllll!,ent departments and organisations in 
Alice Springs have been looking at the prospect of having a recreation 
lake in one of 4 sites, I am not aware of any decision that has been 
taken or any commitments that have been made by government, I will 
endeavour to get the information for the honourable member later. 

1988 -Mr MANUELL to Dr LETTS 

I have received this morning a report -fr(lm the Department of Northern 
Territory Animal Industty and Agricultural Branch. I would draw his 
attention to page 4 and I would ask if he would request that turnoff 
figures be provided for the' years 1975-76 back to 1967-68. I notice 
that the populations are listed and there would be some interesting 
contrasts gained by looking at the turnoff figures. 
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ANSWER 

The honourable menber's question should have been directed to the 
Cabinet Menber for Resources. I am sure that honourable gentlemen will 
endeavour to provide the figures for the member for Alice Springs. 

1989 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

I refer to my last question to the Cabinet Member for Transport and 
Industry. I was rather disappointed with the negative answer but I was 
interested to hear that the DRC was responsible for planting the palms 
trees. Will he induce the DRC to plant palms on the railway land as 
well? 

I am sure that' the honourable member for. Jingi1i's intentions are well 
founded but there is a problem of .funds in relation to the beautifying 
and planting of trees. 1 have no objections' to asking the DR,C if they 
could plant trees along the railway line and I undertake to do so, Once 
again, I am being a little bit tregatiye and I alii sorry if that offends 
the honourable menber for Jingili but I thought he PQssib1y would want 
straight answers. 

1990 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBUNG 

ANSWER 

Can he advise the cost of the landscaping the park on the corner of 
Bennet and Mitche11 Street which I understand was undertaken by the 
Diltwin Recons truc tion Commiss ion? 

A similar question was asked by tYe honourable member for Casuarina and 
I have not yet been supplied with details for formal reply. I 
understand that the contract is part of a park for the, entire block 
which surrounds blocks 4. 5, 6, 7 and 8. It was origina11,y let as a 
tender in 1974 as part of the construction programs that were going on 
for office b10d<s in that area. As such, it represented a very sms1l 
percentage of the Government's construction program in that area. I do 
not have this authenticated, but I understand the figure is of the order 
of $110,000. 

1991 Xl' VALE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Has land been applied for in Central Australia, in both the northern and 
southern approaches of A1ice Springs ~ to provide parking bays and an 
information centre for tour;l.sts? 

Up to the present, nothing haS been done to get hold o~ land, This 
situation has been discussed by the Tourist Boal'd, I also discussed it 
with the Tourist Promotion Association in Alice Springs last week and we 
intend to try to acquire land so that there is a tourist information bay 
in Alice Springs. Whether there will be one at both the southern and 
northern ends of the town, .1 would not. like to say at this stage. Iwas 
hoping that we could establish one single centre. 
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1992 Mr DONDASto Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Has a site for the new Casuarina Library been selected and, if so, 
where? 

The siting of the Casuarina Library is very importanti because it is one 
of the maj or proj ects being looked at in the coming financial year. A 
number of sites were looked at in the areas adjacent to the- /Casuarina 
Shopping Centre and my understanding is that the site in Bradshaw 
Terrace, where the current demountables are situated, will be the one 
that will be approved. 

1993 Mr VALE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Has he any information on the question I asked yesterday concerning 112 
Woods Terrace in Alice Springs? If that house is not to be occupied in 
the near future, will the owner clear the grass which is a fire danger? 

I do not usually attend to domestic matters such as grass clearing. The 
honourable member for Stuart is well capable of ringing up any 
maintenance officer in Alice Springs and having that matter attended to. 

However, with regard to the questions that were asked in the last couple 
of days with regard to wai ting time for government homes in Alice 
Springs, I do have inofrmation now available. The waiting time for 
government homes in Alice Springs is 10 months. With regard to the 
government home at lot number 112 in Woods Terrace, I am advised that 
this is an executive stype house which has been built to house the 
medical specialist for the Alice Springs Hospital. Health have been 
attempting to recruit such a person. 

1994 Mr DONDAS to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Has any further action been taken to have the port facilities of Darwin 
upgraded? 

An inquiry was undertaken last year by the Bureau of Transport 
Economics. The latest advice I have from the Department of Transport is 
that that report should be available this month. This will affect some 
of the decisions that are to be made but I also believe that the 
Department of Northern Ter~itory have a proposal to go to Cabinet 
regarding the upgrading of the port. 

1995 14r EVERINGHAM to Mr TAMBUNG 

ANSWER 

How many residences owned by the Commonwealth of Australia damaged by 
cyclone Tracy still have to be repaired. 

The Darwin Reconstruction Commission's housing program is now estimated 
to be 73% complete, Work in hand or programmed at this stage involves 
2745d~ellings. Completions to 'date total 2,025, I will make the 
detailed information available to the honourable member, On work still 
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to be done, proposals have been considered for work on a further 405 
blocks for the Department of the Northern Territory and ·340 for defence 
services. 

1996 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr PERRON 

.t\NSWER 

In the light of the recent problems with the toilet blocks at the school 
at E1cho Island can he tell me if· the toilet blocks have been operating 
effectively sine,? Has he any indication of the cost of transpo.rting 
the demountab1es to E1cho Island? 

I am not quite sure whether the ablution block problems E1cho Island 
have been corrected. I understand that there has been a contract let 
for the transport and installation of two demountab1e ablution blocks 
from Kormi1da College to E1cho Island. I am not sure "at what stage the 
transportation and installation has reached. However, the contract 
price for the transportation and installation was $53,000. The price 
included provision of power and water to the block and the provision of 
septic tanks. 

1997 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Dr LETTS: T,he honourable member for Port Darwin asked two questions: 

"Has the Administroator received fpom the Minister any generoal inst-· 
ructions as to the reservation for the Gdi)ernop-Generoal's assent of 
ordinances made by this Assembly?I' and,sedondly, "Was any instruct­
ion received by the Administrator frointhe Minister which requires 
the reservation of the Northern Territory Disasters Ordinance foY' the 
Governor-General's assent?I' . 

I have been in touch with the Administrator and the information he has 
provided to me is in the samegenera1 terms as the answer which I gave 
to the honourable member for Port Darwin yesterdaY, that instructions 
given by the Minister to the Administrator are tegardedas the province 
and property of the parties concerned and the Administrator is not 
prepared to provide the details of them unilaterally in the way in which 
this question has sought. I am certain that the honourable member will 
not be very happy with this answer and I am certain that the 
Administrator does not have any wish to be obstructive to the business 
of this Assembly. As the question relates to an instruction from the 
Minister to' the Administrator in both c!ises, we may find it more 
productive to 'direct this inquiry to the Minister himself. The source 
of any instruction of this nature has been given and, should the honourable 
member so desire, I~m quit~ happy to redirect thiS, question to the 
Minister. 

1998 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr TAMBLING: The member for Ludmilla asked a question with regard to the 
temporary camp at East Point. I have sought information from the 
Corporation of the City 'of Darwin which has advised that at its April 
general meeting a recommendation was accepted that no one he allowed to 
camp at East Point this year. One caretaker is resident in the area. 
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1999 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr TAMBLING: The honourable' membe,r for Port Darwin asked what action had 
been taken by the Darwin Reconstruction Commission to replace and 
upgrade street lighting in Darwin, in particular in Litchfie1d Street. I 
am advised by the Darwin Reconstruction Commission that a program has 
been initiated of expenditure totalling $1.4m over a two and a half year 
period to res tore street lighting throughout Darwin. The current program 
for 1976/77 covers lighting at the following locations: Rothda1e Road, 
Nightcliff Road, Progress Drive, var'lous bus stops and telephone booths, 
and at intersections involving high mast l;Lghting at Daly and McMinn 
Streets, Stuart Highway-Bagot Road, Stuart H'ighway-Goyder Road, Stuart 
Hi ghway-Ro ss Smith Avenue, Goyder 'Road-East Point Road, Bagot 
Road-McMillans Road, Bagot Road-Trowel' Road-Nightcliff' Road, Trower 
Road-Rothdale Roads, Trower Road-Vanderline Drive, Lee Point 
Road-McMillans Road, Rothdale-McMillans Road and at various dangerous 
intersections and pedestrian crassings, I would advise the honourable 
member that a temporaty light has been erected in Litchfie1d Street 
pending the commencement of the next stage of under-grounding power in 
the city area. 

2000 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr RYAN: The honourable member for Arnhem asked about guide posts 
missing on the approach to the Adelaide River on the Arnhem Highway. The 
Department of Construction are presently using their resources to repair 
pavement surfaces and will replace these guide posts as resources become 
available. This is not expected to eventuate until the next financial 
year. 

2001 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr RYAN: The honourable member for Gillen,' asked me a question 
concerning a possible report on the state of the highways in the 
Northern Territory. I have chased this up myself and so far as I can 
establish from officers of the Department of Construction, there is no 
official report. I believe several senior engineers did drive down the 
highway and inspected it. This does happen qui te regularly, but there is 
no official report on the state of the highways and roads in the 
Northern Territoty'. 

2002 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr RYAN: The honourable member for Alice Springs asked about a rumour 
concerning STD facilities for Alice Springs. The answer that we have 
received from Te1ecom is that Alice Springs cannot be provided with STD 
until facilities are provided between Tennant Creek and Alice Springs 
and these are expected to be completed in 1978/79. 

2003 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr RYAN: The honourable meDber for. Nhu1unbuy asked about the Dhupuma 
Road. Apparently quotes were called to grade the road and there was 
some dispute over the granting of the contract to the lowest tenders 
which resulted in some queries back through the Department of Aboriginal 
Affairs. Subseq uently, the grading of about 1 or 2 kilometres of the 
road was awarded to the lowest tenderer. There are stili 3 or 4 kilo­
metres to complete. The Department of Construction is presently looking 
at getting quotes for. the rest of the work, There was some serious 
damage done recently during the heavy rains they had over at Gove and 
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the Department have asked that. these be. graded forthwith to solve that 
problem. I would ask that the honourable member for Nhulumbuy contact me 
if they are not getting a satisfactory result and I will follow it up 
with the Department of Construction to see if we can get over the 
proble\D he continually has over there. 

2004 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr RYAN: The honourable member from Jingili asked a question concerning 
the breaking into 2 contracts of the repairs to Trower Road. I have not 
been able as yet to get confirmation from the DRC on the reasons. I 
believe that it has. been something to do with the money situation. When 
I get the answer I will pass it in to the honourable member .for Jingili. 
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Coronial inquiries (Everingham) 1981 
Cyclone Tracy Relief Trust Fund 

reports (Lawrie) 1951 
Darwin approaches beautification 

(Everingham) 1986, 1989 . 
Darwin new gaol (Lawrie) 1948 
Darwin ',museum (Lawrie) 1902, 1978 
Dhupu~'College road (Ballantyne) 

1919,,2003 
Director of Health residence, water 

filter (Dondas) 1626'/ 
Disasters Ordinance (Everingham) 1903, 

1905 
Dripstone High School (Dondas) 1909; 

(Everingham) 1923 
East Point transients camp (Steele) 

1925, 1998 
Elcho Island School toilets 

(Ballantyne) 1996 
Electricity inquiry report 

(Everingham) 1920 
Electricity supply (Dondas) 1897 . 
Ethnic affairs (Dondas) 1971 
.Flats corner Cavenagh and Daly 

Streets (Everingham) 1932 
Fort Hill Wharf, steel structure 

(Ballantyne) 1956 
Highways survey (Robertson) 1918, 2001 
Home Finance Trustee, delegation of 

powers (Everingham) 1958 
Housing Commission, cyclone damaged 

homes (Everingham) 1944; 
(Dondas) 1945 

Housing and land cost inquiry 
(Steele) 1961 

Housing loan 6% (Dondas) 1900, 1938, 
1985 

Humpty Doo Tip (Tunguta1um) 1970 
Industrial employees housing 

eligibility (Dondas) 1957 
Industrial land auction (Dondas) 1935 
Maranboy mining leases (Withnall) 1810 
Market in Darwin (Kentish) 1940 
Meat marketing authority (Dondas) 1912 
Medium wave broadcast bands (Manue11) 

1934 
Mitche1l Street flats, squatters 

(Withnall) 1952 
Motor vehicle licence plates 

(Dondas) 1931; (Manuell) 1933 
Nakara Primary School (Doridas) 1917 
Nhulunbuy pre school (Ballantyne) 1984 
Northern Territory coastline, 

patrolling (Ballantyne) 1968 
Owner-driver dispute (Robertson) 1980 
Pension scheme for MLAs (Dondas) 1964 
Plenty River Road (Vale) 1906 
Plywood from Burma (Lawrie) 1723 
Police identification (Lawrie) 1962 
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P~lice station supplies, Central 
Australia (Vale) 1953 

Port facilities (Dondas) 1994 
Public Service Commissioner's 

salary (Everingham) 1916 
Ref1ectorised licence plates 

(Dondas) 1931; (Manue11) 1933 
Residential land auction (Dondas) 1936 
Roadworthiness certificate (Lawrie) 

1939. 1939A 
Secondhand car dealers, licensing 

(Lawrie) 1908, 1910 
Street lighting (Withna11) 1913, 1999 
Stuart Highway sealing and road 

tax (Vale) 1926, 1930, 1943 
Tennant Creek. Motor Vehicle 

Registry (Vale) 1982 

Timber Creek Police Station 
(Stee1e) 1629 

Todd River Bridge construction 
(Manue11) 1896, 1921 

Top End Junior Motorcycle Club, lease 
application (Everingham) 1979 

Tourism and public drunkenness 
(Manuell) 1963 

Tourist Bureau and overseas travel 
(Lawrie) 1972, 1974; (Everingham) 

1975 
Tourism study (Dondas) 1976 
Tracy village complex (Dondas) 1959 
Trower Road, two-stage widening 

(Everingham) 1955, 2004 
Tree planting (Everingham) 1986, 1989 
Turn off figures (Manue11) 1988 
Woods Terrace, house No. 112 

(Vale) 1941, 1993 


