Final Draft

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY

SESSIONAL COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Final Draft Constitution
for the
Northern Territory

| ncor por ating:
o the Final Draft Constitution tabled in the Legislative Assembly on 22 August 1996;
o the Schedule of Amendments tabled in the Legislative Assembly on 9 October 1996; and

0 explanatory notes.

December 1996

Please note that this Final Draft Constitution for the Northern Territory isan extract
from " Volume 1 of Foundations for a Common Future: The Report on Paragraph 1(a)
of the Committee's Terms of Reference on a Final Draft Constitution for the Northern

Territory" — Refer Appendix 8.
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PLEASE NOTE: In accordance with the Committee's Terms of Reference, the Chief Minister and the
Leader of the Opposition, although not members of the Committee, may attend all meetings of the
Committee, question witnesses and participate in deliberations of the Committee, but are not eligible to
vote.

NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA
FINAL DRAFT CONSTITUTION
CONTENTS

PREAMBLE
PART 1- THE NORTHERN TERRITORY
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1. ESTABLISHMENT OF BODY POLITIC
PART 2- LEGAL SYSTEM OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY
Division 1 - Laws of the Northern Territory

2.1 LAWS

2.1.1 ABORIGINAL CUSTOMARY LAW

2.2 CONSTRUCTION OF LAWS

2.3 ORGANIC LAWS
Division 2 - Altering the Constitution and Organic Laws

2.4 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

2.5 AMENDMENT OF ORGANIC LAWS

2.6 STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITUTION

AND ORGANIC LAWS
PART 3- PARLIAMENT OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY
Division 1 -Legidlative Power

3.1 LEGISLATIVE POWER OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY

3.2 ASSENT TO PROPOSED LAWS

3.3 PROPOSAL OF MONEY VOTES

3.4 APPROPRIATION AND TAXATION LAWSNOT TO DEAL

WITH SUBJECTS OTHER THAN THOSE FOR WHICH APPROPRIATION

MADE OR TAXATION IMPOSED

3.5 POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF PARLIAMENT
Division 2 - Constitution and Membership of Parliament

3.6 PARLIAMENT

3.7 QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS

3.8 VOTING AT ELECTIONS

3.9WRITSFOR ELECTIONS

3.10 TERM OF OFFICE OF MEMBER

3.11 ELECTION PROCEDURES
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3.12 RESIGNATION OF MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

3.13 FILLING OF CASUAL VACANCY

3.14 QUALIFICATIONS FOR ELECTION

3.15 DISQUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP OF PARLIAMENT
Division 3 - Procedure of Parliament

3.16 SESSIONS OF PARLIAMENT

3.17 QUORUM

3.18 SPEAKER

3.19 ACTING SPEAKER

3.20 VOTING IN PARLIAMENT

3.21 VALIDATION OF ACTS OF PARLIAMENT

3.22 MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

3.23 STANDING ORDERS
PART 4 - EXECUTIVE

4.1 EXTENT OF EXECUTIVE POWER

4.2 GOVERNOR

4.3 REMUNERATION AND OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS

OF GOVERNOR

4.4 ACTING GOVERNOR

4.5 OATH OR AFFIRMATION TO BE TAKEN BY GOVERNOR AND

ACTING GOVERNOR

4.6 EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

4.7 MINISTERIAL OFFICE

4.8 APPOINTMENT OF PREMIER AND OTHER MINISTERS OF THE

NORTHERN TERRITORY

4.9 TENURE OF OFFICE

4.10 OATH OR AFFIRMATION TO BE TAKEN BY MEMBERS OF

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND MINISTERS
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PART 5- FINANCE
5.1 PUBLIC MONEY S
5.2 WITHDRAWAL OF PUBLIC MONEY S
PART 6 - JUDICIARY
6.1 JUDICIAL POWER OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY
6.2 APPOINTMENT, REMOVAL AND REMUNERATION OF JUDGES
OF THE SUPREME COURT
6.3 DOCTRINE OF SEPARATION OF POWERS
PART 7- ABORIGINAL RIGHTS
7.1 PROTECTION OF ABORIGINAL LAND RIGHTS
7.2 PROTECTION OF ABORIGINAL SACRED SITES
7.3 ABORIGINAL SELF-DETERMINATION

PART 8- RIGHTSIN RESPECT OF LANGUAGE, SOCIAL, CULTURAL AND RELIGIOUS
MATTERS

8.1 LANGUAGE, SOCIAL, CULTURAL AND RELIGIOUS MATTERS
PART 9- LOCAL GOVERNING BODIES
9.1 LOCAL GOVERNMENT
PART 10 - TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS
10.1 DEFINITIONS
10.2 CONTINUANCE OF LAWS AND ACTIONS TAKEN AND
DECISIONS MADE UNDER LAWS
10.3 ADMINISTRATOR TO CONTINUE IN OFFICE ASFIRST
GOVERNOR FORUPTO 12 MONTHS
10.4 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY TO CONTINUE
10.5 REMUNERATION, ALLOWANCES OF MEMBERS OF FORMER
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY TO CONTINUE
10.6 FUNCTIONS PERFORMED BY LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY AND
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
10.7 FUNCTIONS PERFORMED BY SPECIFIED PERSONS
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10.8 PROPOSED LAWS OF FORMER LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PASSED

BUT NOT ASSENTED TO BEFORE COMMENCEMENT DATE

10.9 REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS

10.10 TRANSFER OF PROPERTY

10.11 CONTRACTS

10.12 LEGAL PROCEEDINGS

10.13 OTHER RIGHTS, OBLIGATIONS, LIABILITIESAND DUTIES

10.14 CLARIFICATION OF TRANSITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

10.15 NORTHERN TERRITORY ABORIGINAL SACRED SITESACT
PART 11- INTERPRETATION

11.1 DEFINITIONS

11.2 INTERPRETATION OF THIS CONSTITUTION

11.3 MISCELLANEOUS INTERPRETIVE PROVISIONS

SCHEDULE 1

SCHEDULE 2

SCHEDULE 3

SCHEDULE 4

SCHEDULE 5

SCHEDULE 6
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