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QUESTIONS NOT ANSWERED BY 20 NOVEMBER 1979

FROM 28 NOVEMBER 1978

201

Mr TSAACS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

What is causing the delay in the signing of the lease agreément between
V.B. Perkins and Company and the Northern Territory Port Authority, a
matter which has now been in dispute for exactly 6 years?

FROM 11 SEPTEMBER 1979

860

Mr PERKINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION

1. Is the minister aware of a letter, dated 14 August 1979, over the
signature of Dr Lyn Walker, Head of the Department of Education
Studies of the Darwin Community College, which has been sent to
all external students enrolled with the Darwin Community College?

2. Does the minister share Dr Walker's concern that the Community
College's commitment to external studies is under threat?

3. Is it true that the Darwin Community College, principal and staff,
regard the position of a co-ordinator of external studies to be
absolutely essential for the proper maintenance of the college's
external studies program and, if so, does the minister share this
opinion?

4, Can the minister give an assurance that cost-paring exercises will
not erode the academic integrity of the Darwin Community College or
affect its external study programs?

FROM 18 SEPTEMBER 1979
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948

953

Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

1. In view of the importance of the live cattle export trade to the
NT cattle industry, will holding facilities be established at the
wharf and will unloading facilities be improved?

2. What were the circumstances which resulted in the "Orient Clipper"
incurring $60,000 (or approximately $40 per head for each of the
1,400 head of cattle loaded) in stevedoring charges in June 19797

Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

In view of the expressed opinion of the Chief Minister of the value of
tourism to the NT does the government intend to lower the tax on toilet
facilities which are not used to capacity for months on end during the
off season for tourists? :

Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for EDUCATION

Has the Teachers Federation a policy on teachers' dress, hair and beard
styles?

Mr PERKINS to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

1. Will the minister table the lot numbers and location of the houses
involved in. the Special Aboriginal Housing Scheme in Alice Springs?

2, How much money was received by the NT government from the federal
government in the last financial year for the scheme?
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3. How many new houses will be built?

4. How many old houses will be converted?

5.‘When did the building and conversion program begin?
6. When will the program end?

7. When will tenants start to move in?

8. When the scheme was first proposed were any of the houses to be built
or converted opposite or next to privately-owned houses?

9. If so, how many?

10. Will any houses now being built or converted be opposite or next to
privately-owned houses?

11. If so, how many?

12. Did the minister receive a letter from the Central Land Council on
17 July, over the signature of Mr Ross Howie, asking fer an early
reply regarding several questlons on the schemel

13. Has the minister replied?

14, If so, when did he reply?

15. If not, why?

FROM 11 OCTOBER 1979

959 Mr ISAACS to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Does the Education Department provide spécial assistance for gifted
children? If so, what, in detail, are the programs currently in
operation, and have additional funds been allocated for them in the
1979-80 financial year?

1009 Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

1. Which organisations received subsidies for social workers employed
in community work in 1978-79?

2. Which organisations will receive the subsidy in 1979-80?
1010 Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
1. Which community organisations received Grants~in-Aid in 1978-797
2. How much did each organisation receive?
3. Which community organisations applied for Grants-in-Aid for 1979-80?
4. Which organisationswill receive Grants—-in-Aid in 1979-807?

5. How much will each organisation receive?

1011, Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

1. Which church organisations received the loans now administered by



QUESTIONS NOT -ANSWERED BY 20 NOVEMBER 1979
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the Community Welfare Division?

" 2. What are the terms of those loans?

Mr DOOLAN to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

1. Will the government be placing topsoil over the old cyclone garbage
“dump at Kulaluk and planting lawns in order to make the area use-
able?

2. Is the government content with the minuscule rehabilitation efforts
made along the line of the sewerage pipes through Kulaluk which
destroyed rain forest drainage patterns; and will it do more to
aid rehabilitation in this area? ’

3. Will the government survey .the damage done to the natural drainage
and tidal flows of the Kulaluk area by sewerage works and the
resulting death and changes to native vegetation there, with a view
to deciding proper rehabilitative action?

4, Will the government urgently assist in the clean-up of old refuse
dumps and mining in the Kulaluk area now while the area has been

burned off with a view to creating fire ptotection lines to protect
the remnant rain forest habitat of this area?

Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

When will the electrical wiring of houses at Duck Creek be completed
to enable proper use to be made of the generators and power lines
already supplied?

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Who was responsible for the organisation of the design-construct
competition for the museum and art gallery?

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Who chose the judging panel for the museum and art gallery competition,
and who were its members?

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Where all panel members present during the oral presentations by
the competing firms in the museum and art gallery competition and, if

not, who were the substitutes for panel members and for what parts of
the presentations were they present?

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

(a) ‘Which panel members and/or substitutes were present when the
decision was made to allow John Holland Construction Pty Ltd to
revise its design for the museum and art gallery after the initial
assessment?

(b) When was that decision made?

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Were any other of the competing firms, apart from John Holland Cons-
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tructionsPty Ltd,'givenvthe opportunity to revise their designs for
the museum and art gallery after the initial assessment and, if not,
why not?’

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Did the original John Holland Constructioms Pty Ltd design for the
museum and art gallery vary from the brief in that it did not include
a theatrette?

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Did the original John Holland ConstructionsPty Ltd design for the
museum and art gallery provide less area than required by the brief?

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Was the original John Holland Constructions Pty Ltd scheme for the museum
and -art gallery closer to the beach than all other submissions despite

instructions in the design brief that the foreshore should not be
disturbed?

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Will siting of the museum and art gallery close to the foreshore result
in considerable amount of fill being required?

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

(a) Did any departmental officers provide advice to the museum and art
gallery competition judging panel and, if so, who were they, and on
what matters did they advise the panel?

(b) If the answer to (a) is yes, why was this necessary in view of the
fact that a leading Australian architect, Mr Bryce Mortlock, was
available to provide expert advice to the panel?

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Did Mr Bryce Mortlock advise the museum and art gallery coﬁpetition

judging panel that the initial John Holland Constructions Pty Ltd
design was superior to all others?

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Did Mr Bryce Mortlock recommend that John Holland Constructions Pty Ltd
be invited to revise its initial submission on the design of the museum
and art gallery?

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Did Mr Bryce Mortlock recommend that other candidates be invited to
revise their submissions on the design of the museum and art gallery?

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

_'Is Mr Bryce Mortlock's written advice to the museum .and art gallery

competition judging panel available to be seen by me or other members
of the Legislative Assembly? '
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Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Did Mr Bryce Mortlock examine the revised submission of John Holland

ConstructionsPty Ltd to the museum and art gallery competition judging

panel?

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

When was the final decision made by the museum and art gallery competi-
tion judging panel to accept the revised John Holland Constructions Pty

Ltd design?

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Which museum and art gallery competition judging panel members and/or

substitutes were present when the final decision was made to accept
the revised John Holland Constructions Pty Ltd design?

13 NOVEMBER 1979
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Mr PERKINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION

1. Is he aware of the activities of the Yipirinya School at Alice
Springs and, if not, what help does the Education Department
propose to give to the school?

2. Is it a fact that the Education Department has prohibited mention
of this school on the Aboriginal program on radio 8HA and, if so,
why?

Mr MacFARLANE to CHIEF MINISTER

1. Have the creditors of the Roper River community store, who were

owed $167,000, been paid and under what system does this communi ty

now operate its store?
2. Are there debts remaining and, if so, how will they be paid?
3. Are the books of community stores audited?

4. What steps have been taken to prevent a repetition of losses in
community stores?

Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
1. Was the meeting of cattlemen, held in Katherine on 29 October 1979,
called to allow the Bureau of Animal Health to put a case for the

eradication of brucellosis and tuberculosis or to allow cattlemen
to discuss the 4 options put forward by the cattle industry?

2. Did it achieve either purpose?

Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Did the Fisheries Division examine the economics and purpose of the
fish farm at Kununurra before recommending against the establishment
of barramundi hatcheries in the Territory?

Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for EDUCATION

1. Will he have swimming pools built at each of the schools in
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Katherine to enable children to learn swimming and life .saving as
part of their education?

2. In considering this proposal will he take into account the oppos—
ition which many rate-payers have to the idea of a town swimming
pool? '

FROM 20 NOVEMBER 1979
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Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

Is it a fact that efforts to provide Katherine and district with low
cost LP gas supplies are being hindered by an Aboriginal land claim
over the site chosen for a gas depot?

Mr VALE. to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

(a) What is the current waiting time for Housing Commission homes and
flats in Darwin and Alice Springs?

(b) Is any information available concerning the waiting time for .
Commission houses and flats in the suburbs of Adelaide, Melbourne
and Sydney and, if so, what is the waiting time for Commission flats
and houses in the suburbs of these capitals?

Mr VALE to MINISTER for HEALTH

(a) What is the annual pdst—operative infection rate for the past 5
years for the Alice Springs hospital?

(b) Are comparative figures available over the same period for the
"major hospitals in Adelaide, Melbourne and Sydney and, if so,
what are they? )

Mr ISAACS to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Is it a fact that on the inaugural journey of the Darwin-New Guinea

shipping route, a number of NT buffaloes were found to have TB? If

so, what was the origin of the buffaloes and what steps have been taken

to assure our trading partners, especially New Guinea, that this will

not recur?

Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

1. Did the Australian Meat and Livestock Corporation grant special
quotas to North Australian meatworks in 1979, as the Australian

Meat Board had done, to overcome geographical difficulties?

2. What quotas in tonnes were granted to each meatworks, including
William Angliss?

Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Will cattle holding facilities be established at the Darwin wharf and
cattle loading facilities improved?

Will general unloading facilities be improved?
Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

1. Did the Chief Veterinary Officer, Mr D. Newton Tabrett, tell the
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cattle industry meeting at Katherine recently that if Australian
beef was banned from the US it would be because of brucellosis and
not tuberculosis?

2, If this is a fact, will all cattle slaughtered in the Northern
Territory have blood samples taken in an endeavour to locate areas
where the disease is prevalent?

3. Does he agree with the Canberra based Bureaﬁ of Animal Health that
brucellosis will be eradicated in the Territory by 1984? :

Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

Are government departmental caravans parked on residential blocks in
Katherine to avoid keeping them in caravan parks or because of the
shortage of serviced land?

Mr MacFARLANE to CHIEF MINISTER

Will the tax on toilet facilities in Katherine continue through the
tourist off season?

Mr PERKINS to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

Bearing in mind that the price of vegetables in Alice Springs is some-
times double that in Adelaide, and that the so-called Alice Springs
"farm area” is plagued by salt problems, will the minister advise what
steps will be taken to provide a more suitable alternative area for
the production of farm produce in the Centre?

Mr PERKINS to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
1. Has the Territory Development Corporation's '"Detailed Investigation
into Tourist Needs Throughout the NT" been completed; and, if not,

when will it be completed?

2. When will the corporation's report be produced and will the report
be made public? .

3. What areas have been surveyed?

4. Has the corporation sought the views of Aboriginal groups and organ-
isations and, if not, will the minister ensure that it does?

Mr PERKINS to CHIEF MINISTER

-1. Will he supply a copy of the instructions given to the police for

the arrest and treatment of persons "for protective custody', in-
cluding the measures taken to ensure that those arrested are aware of
their rights?

2. What measures are taken to ensure that the police do not misuse their
P
powers of arrest under '"protective custody"?
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474 Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

858 Mr

ANSWER

1.

Is it a fact that shortage of serviced land in Katherine is prevent-
ing the provision of sufficient housing for the 20-o0dd people on the
Housing Commission list?

Does the NT government have plans for providing Katherine with a
satellite development area as it has for Darwin?

-Will 5 and 10 acre blocks be available in the Katherine area in 19797

The Housing Commission was allocated 12 low density and 3 medium
density sites in Katherine in June 1979. I am informed that the
Housing Commission will build on all these sites this financial
year. All other vacant allotments have been sold privately. The
Department: of Lands and Housing is identifying possibilities within
the existing town area for release as soon as possible. Given the
limitations of this approach, any shortfall will be borne partly

by the Housing Comm1551on.

A strategy plan and a new town plan of Katherine are currently
being prepared. These are still in the formulative phase and it is
too early to forecast in which direction future development will
occur. This will depend on the problems caused by flooding in the
area, and costs of servicing alternative locations. This task is
proceeding as a matter of priority in view of the urgency of the
matter.

The Department of Lands and Housing is currently considering applic-
ations from the lessees of several agricultural leases, in the
Katherine area, to sub-divide their leases into smaller miscellaneous
leases. Arising from these applications, rural living lots could
become avallable over the next 6 months.

PERKINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION

Is is true that the Department of Education has no adequate and
proper facilities for the Aboriginal Vocational Training Program in
Alice Springs?

Has the Department of Education agreed to the purchase of a fully
equipped workshop facility in Priest Street, Alice Springs and, if
so, what purchase price has been agreed?

When did the Department of Education first consider the purchase of
this facility?

If the Department of Education intends to purchase this facility,
when will the contract be completed?

v

See answer to Question No. 958.

859  Mr PERKINS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

1.

Is the minister aware of the anguish and confusion among some
Central Australian Aboriginal communities over the rules and regul-
ations governing burials, which are being administered by his
department?
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ANSWER

865

2.

Ms

By

Would the minister explain why he has been unable to give a full
reply, as promised, to the points raised in my telegram of 9 August
19797

Will the minister provide a clear statement on the way in which the
rules and regulations governing burials in isolated areas will be

administered?

Will the minister give an absolute assurance that the traditional and

.ceremonial rites of Aboriginal communities will be respected, and

that officers of his department will handle such matters with dis-
cretion?

Will the minister give an assurance that officers of his depart-
ment will not seek information from relatives of the deceased
Aboriginal which will add ‘to their anguish and threaten their
cultural practices?

I am not aware that there is anguish and confusion amongst some
Central Australian Aboriginal communities over the arrangements for
burials. Certain representations have been made to me by the honour-
able member and by the Central Australian Aboriginal Congress about
administrative arrangements to accord with the prescriptions of the
amended Cemeteries Act.

On receipt of the telegram from the honourable member on 9 August,
I investigated his representations and issued a public statement
on the matter.

The second reading speech by the former Minister for Community
Development to the Legislative Assembly on 28 February 1979 in-
dicated the general arrangements for areas outside public cemetery
areas. The government's interest is in ensuring that there are no
unnecessary encroachments on land, that there are no health
difficulties and that, in respect of urban or fringe urban areas,
suitable identification of burial sites is available.

Within the limits of the conditions mentioned in part 3 ta the
question, officers of the department have and will continue to

handle the matter with sensitivity and discretion. It is a fact that
despite some inordinate delays in bringing to the attention of
officers of the Department of Community Development, the request for
approval, adequate arrangements have been made to enable burials

to proceed. There is no case on record in the Central Australian area
where an approval for a burial has been refused.

Officers of the department are aware of the need for sensitive handl-
ing of these matters. There has been no complaint from individuals or
communities registered of anguish or concern about conflict arising
between provisions of the Cemeteries Act and traditional cultural
practices.

D'ROZARIO to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

what provisions of which Act are premises situated at lot 1769

Town of Darwin being used as offices?
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The premises situated at lot 1769 Town of Darwin are being used as
offices without any formal approval or permit under any act, ordinance
or regulation.

There. are, however, several problems being experienced by property
owners whose properties are located in the area bound by Mitchell
Street, Daly Street, the Esplanade and Knuckey Street, which is general-
ly zoned B5 (Tourist Business). Lot 1769 is one of the properties which
is zoned B5 in an area which is considered to have a unique amenity,
being adjacent to an extensive park, having magnificient views towards
the sea and located in close proximity to the central business dis-
trict.

This area has been zoned B5 under the Darwin Town Plan 1978 which
permits such uses as motels, hotels, restaurants, guest houses and
hostels as well as varied residential uses. In the present economic
climate, the large scale redevelopment of land in this area is unlikely.
Where substantial buildings already exist on the land, then the likeli-
hood of redevelopment in the short term is even more remote.

Meanwhile, the land owners in this area are paying very high rates on
land which has been valued on the basis of its potential, under the
existing B5 zone. In an effort to present some short term or interim
solution to this problem, the City of Darwin Planning Authority
resolved on 7 August 1979 to give notice of intention that it was
considering the preparation of a draft planning instrument empowering
the authority to grant consent to the temporary use of several lots in
the B5 zone for office purposes, until 1 July 1982,

The lots in question had been identified by a survey carried out by
officers of the Department of Lands and Housing, This survey identified
3 fundamental clases of land use within the B5 zone. The first group
were those lots being used for purposes consistent with the current

B5 zoning, the second group were those lots which are currently vacant
or have non-substantial buildings on them, and finally there were those
lots which had substantial buildings on them which did not conform with
the B5 zoning and which were not likely to be redeveloped in the near
future.

It is this third group that the Planning Authority refers to in its
notice of intention which appeared in the NT News on the 9, 10, 11 and

13 August. It is intended that the existing buildings on each of the lots
identified, could be used for office purposes wntil 1 July 1982, At that
time, the whole situation will be reviewed and the future of this area
reassessed.

The draft planning instrument is now at a stage where it is about to go
on public exhibition for comment and objection for a period of 28 days.
After that exhibition period, the Planning Authority will consider all
the comments and objections lodged and make some decision in relation
to the draft planning instrument.

Mr DOOLAN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

Who paid for repairs on the new section of road near Pine Creek, which
was completed by McMahon Constructions only last year but has been
closed to traffic for many months this year because of its extremely
poor construction?
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ANSWER
The Northern Territory government.
934 Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

1. How does the Katherine development projection by Pak Poy fit in with
the present desperate situation for residential, industrial and
-commercial land sites?

2. Has the industrial subdivision and the residential subdivision of
Katherine East been deferred because of lack of funds?

3. What are the contributing factors of the desperate land shortage
in Katherine?

ANSWER

1. The Pak Poy report of 1973, forecast the need to develop more land
in Katherine to avert a shortage in the late 1970's. The government
of the day did not act on it immediately, presumably because the
demand at the time was satisfied. During 1975 and 1976, a large
proportion of Commonwealth funds was diverted to the reconstruction
of post-cyclone Tracy Darwin. This affected sub-division design
and construction in all major Territory centres.

2. Tenders were called for the construction of Katherine East industrial
sub-division during 1978-79 but the lowest tendered price was un-
acceptably high. The prospect of releasing land in the area, before
full servicing is completed, is being considered.

3. The government has produced a draft flood policy which will be cir-
culated for discussion in Katherine to test local reaction. A
public meeting will be held and the Katherine Municipal Council's
views sought as to whether they consider developing land in flood
prone areas to be an aceptable proposition.

Should this be the case, then considerable additional land ‘¢an be
developed within the existing town.

935  Mr MacFARLANE to CHIEF MINISTER

Has the Chief Minister satisfied himself that the federally funded
associations in Katherine -~ Yulngu Association Inc. and Baruwei
Enterprises Pty Ltd - are not competing unfairly with private
enterprise?

o
L

2. If these associations fill a community need, will he fund other
associations and unions such as the Cattlemen's Union of Australia
(Katherine Branch) and the Northern Farmers and Pastoralists
Association to fill a similar community need?

ANSWER

1. The Yulngu Association is a resource association established to
provide assistance to Aboriginal communities on pastoral properties,
and which receives federal government Grants—in-aid. The funds how-
ever, are not provided for the conduct of any commercial or quasi-
commercial activities.

Baruwei Enterprises Pty Ltd, which was established by the Yulngu
Association in April 1978 for the purposes of acting as a wholesaler
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. ANSWER

for the Aboriginal communities, has been granted a loan of

$503,000 by the Aboriginal Loans Commission and which now has a 517%
shareholding, to enable the company to expand its operations in
and around Katherine. This company would therefore appear to be
operating in accordance with normal business practices. Neither
association would seem to be competlng unfairly with private enter-
prise.

2. The purpose of the associations is to assist Aboriginals and the
funding is provided by the Australian Government.

It is suggested that you might seek the advice of the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs regarding the funding of other associations.

Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for EDUCATION

Are courses being devised for rural dwellers a responsibility of the
KREC or a college of practical education, or an intrusion of the DCC?

Short courses of a practical rural nature are at present being conducted
by the Katherine Rural Education Centre. A full-time course in rural
education, directed towards post year 10 level of education, is presently
being devised. The Katherine Rural Education Centre, under the auspices
of the Department of Education, will have responsibility for planning
and offering courses of both a practical and theoretical nature for
people of the rural community.

Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

What steps are being taken to satisfy the demand for land in Katherine
and to give this centre "over the counter" land sales?

Applications for sub-division of agricultural leases close to the

town are being processed, and an area along the low level road is being
investigated for sub-division by the government into 2 hectare blocks.
These moves. should satisfy the: demand for rural living type blocks.

Within the town boundary, all vacant blocks are being assessed to
determine whether leases are in compliance, or whether lessees wish
to sub-divide if appropriate. The objective is to encourage the
release of land which is not being used to satisfy the demand for
residential land. '

Until such time as there is serviced land available surplus to requlre—
ments, "over the counter sales'" cannot take place.

Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

How many streets in Katherine'are not up to the sub-divisional standard
contained in the offer of local government?

The Katherine council assumed control of roads in Katherine on
1 July 1979.

The offer of local government to Katherine made 3 specific undertakings
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for upgrading roa&s. These were:

~ recognition of roads in the northbank small farms area as new sub-
divisional, not to be handed over until roadworks completed;

- completion of reseal of roads overdue for such action prior to
handover; and ‘

- upgrade the Springvale access road.

Work will commence this year on the upgrading of Springvale road and an
amount of $160,000 has been allocated for the project in this year's
capital works program.

The road resealing program was brought up to date by the Department of
Transport and Works prior to 1.7.79 and at the time of handover, there
were no outstanding NT government liabilities in this area.

In the northbank area, the existing road network is based on the present
layout of rural blocks which are known to be subject to inundation
at flood time.

The Department of Lands and Housing are currently planning the possible
release of 2 hectare rural living blocks facing on to the old low level
road with larger rural living blocks between the river and the old low
level road. :

The release of this land may require the network of access roads to be
completely revised. Before the government can offer for lease, land
within a municipality, the standard of roads must be agreed to with
the council.

Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
1. Has a moratorium been placed on aerial baiting with 10807
2. If so, is there justification for this action?

y

1. Yes, a temporary moratoriumhas been put on aerial baiting with 1080
to enable a review of the policies and examination of the effect-
iveness of the program. ;

/

2. The Parks and Wildlife Commission is concerned about a widespread
program of aerial baiting which may well result in very substantial
reductions in the population of the dingo which is an indigenous
animal of the Northern Territory. The commission has decided that
as the present program expanéed from a trial in 1977, it is now time
to assess the conservation dgsts, thé effectiveness and the economic
benefits of an aerial lOSO/Baiting program. The only scientific }
evidence which the commission has on dingo control has been pro-
vided by CSIRO who recomménd that aerial baiting with 1080 is un-
necessary and uneconomic

It is proposed that a réview will be undertaken in the next 6 months

in consultation with the Department of Primary Production, the pastoral
industry and the CSIR(Q; research results will be taken into account.

In the interim, any pastoralists who can identify a problem area where
dingo numbers are excessively high and causing stock losses will be
given every assistance by the commission staff on an individual
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basis.
Note: This answer was provided by the Chief Minister as the matter
falls in his area of responsibility.
947 Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
When will the road to Springvale homestead be sealed?
ANSWER
Tenders for the reconstruction of Shadford Road closed on 11 October
this year. The work, which includes providing a sealed running surface,
is expected to be completed in May 1980.
949 Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING
In view of the need for small rural holdings around Katherine, will
the government negotiate with local landholders such as Manbullo
Station to provide such living areas?
ANSWER
The government is negotiating with lessees of land near Katherine who
have made applications to subdivide. Applications are currently being
processed for the sub-division of agricultural leases immediately
adjacent to Katherine. It is expected that these sub-divisions will
provide small rural holdings.
950 Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
What is the estimated annual cost of plumbing repairs in Katherine due
+ to mineralisation of the water supply?
ANSWER
The annual cost tb the community of using the existing bore water
supply is difficult to estimate, but is considered to be in the region
of $250,000. This includes costs to both the public and private
sectors for such things as repair and replacement of plumbing fittings
and heating appliances and water softener operating costs.
951 Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
1. When will a virologist be appointed to the new laboratory ét
Berrimah?
2, Is botulism killing cattle in the Mountain Valley-Moroak-Mataranka
area?
ANSWER

1. A virologist has been appointed to the Technical Officer Class 2
position and is presently in charge of the laboratory.

The department is experiencing considerable difficulty in attract-

ing the right person for the Officer-in-Charge, Veterinary Virologist

Class 3 position. This is partly because of the remoteness of
Darwin and the highly specialised nature of the position.

A recent applicant is considered highly suitable but there is no
guarantee that he will accept the position if offered.
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Mr

10.

Botulism is now considered to be more common in the Top End and is
thought to have been the cause of cattle deaths in the Mountain
Valley-Moroak-Mataranka area over the last couple of years.
Vaccination for botulism appeared to prevent further deaths in 2
herds in the area which were thought to be suffering losses from
botulism. The disease can be difficult to confirm by conventional
laboratory means and apparent prevention of further deaths may have
been coincidental.

The A.L. Rose Virology Laboratory should prove a useful addition
to our diagnostic ability, particularly in differential diagnosis
of a number of diseases including suspect botulism.

The botulism waccine is one of the most effective and cheapest
available. Cattle on any property with a history of botulism should
be vaccinated.

A

PERKINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION

Is it true that the Darwin Community College has 130 teaching staff”
and 3,455 equivalent full-time students?

Is it true that the Community College of Central Australia has
16 teaching staff and 985 equivalent full-time students?

Is it true that at .the Darwin Community College the student/staff

ratio is 27 to 1 and at the Community College of Central Australia
it 1s 62 to 1?

Is it true that the Community College of Central Australia staff and
council, -and the Alice Springs community, had been led to believe

by the minister that the change of status of the Alice Springs
Community College from an annexe of the Darwin Community College to
a Technical and Further Education College within the Education
Department would mean that the college would receive greater funds
and improve its facilities and resources?

Did the Couneil of the Community College of Central Australia seek a
budget allocation of $l,435,000 for this financial year?

Does the allocation of only $900,000 by the government to the
Community College of Central Australia indicate that post-school
education in the centre can be properly served by a lesser amount
than the College Council sought?

Does the minister recognise that the budget allocation is totally
inadequate to maintain proper services to the Central Australian
community?

Does the budget allocation of $900,000 indicate that the minister
has no faith in the analysis of the needs of post=-school education
in the centre by the College Council?

If the answer to 8 is yes, does this lack of confidence in the’
College Council indicate that the minister will seek to change the
composition of the Council; and, if so, will the College Council be
replaced by departmental staff answerable to the minister?

If the answer to question 8 is no, will the minister ensure that the
budget allocation to the Community College of Central Australia is
immediately increased to the sum requested by the Council; that is
$1,435, OOO?
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1.

Information provided by the Darwin Community College is that the
various schools of the college have 150 full-time teaching staff
(including 20 technicians) and 150 part-time teaching staff, as

at 13 August 1979. The number of students was 379 full-time, 4,719
part-time and 194 external studies.

The Community College of Central Australia had 17 full-time teaching
staff, and 50 part-time teaching staff with action being taken to
fill at least an additional 3 positions. The number of students is
13 full-time and 1,523 part-time.

Because of the diversity of courses and continually changing numbers
of full-time and part—-time students at each college, it is difficult
to establish an exact student/teacher ratio.

My department is currently investigating means of assessing more
accurately full-time equivalent of part-time students. This should
permit a more realistic calculation of staff/student ratios. It
should be recognised that in institutions such as the Darwin Com-
munity College and the Community College of Centrdl Australia,
staff/student ratios, when taken in isolation, can be very mislead-
ing and should be treated with caution.

The Community College of Central Australia approached the Commonwealth
Minister for Education with a proposal to separate from the Darwin
Community College to operate as a post-school education institution
under the provisions of the Education Act. :

Yes.

The estimation of funds for 1979-80 for the Community College of
Central Australia was carried out when that college was an annexe

of the Darwin Community College. Following discussion between

the Darwin Community College, Treasury and the Department of Educ-
ation, it was agreed that $790,000 should be excised from Darwin
Community College funds for the Community College of Central ‘
Australia. It was agreed that this sum would be sufficient to
maintain the status quo as it incorporated actual expenditure for
1978-79 plus an inflation and growth factor. Cabinet finally allocat-
ed $900,000 which allows for some expansion of activity.

It will be obvious from my previous comments that the budget alloca-
tion is adequate to maintain existing services and allow a modest
expansion of activity.

- 9. - 10, The answer to question 6 and 7 disposes of the necessity
to answer these questions.

PERKINS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Is the minister aware of the case of Emily Jako Nambajimba, who was
sentenced to 2 years gaol in 1977 with a non-parole period of 4
months?

Is the minister aware that this woman was not granted parole even
though the judge, Mr Justice Muirhead, asked the Parole Board to
find suitable accommodation for Ms Jako as "she is, in fact, no
criminal but a young woman, an epileptic, suffering.a most serious
personality disorder"?
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What steps were taken to find the suitable accommodation recommended
by the judge?

Does the minister agree that there is an urgent need for a half-way
home facility in Alice Springs to take care of people like Emily Jako
Nambajimba?

Is the minister aware that there are several other people in urgent
need of such a facility?

Will the minister take action to ensure such a facility is provided?

What does the minister suggest should be done for Ms Jako to ensure
she receives a "meaningful program for her care" as Mr Justice
Muirhead suggested?

Yes.
Yes.

Every effort was taken to find suitable accommodation for Emily Jako
Nambajimba including an interstate placement in what could be
described as a home for young women. Miss Nambajimba either declined
to accept these accommodation arrangements or they proved to be
unsuitable to her needs.

Half-way house facilities that have been established elsewhere are
normally designed to cater for ex-prisoners or ex-psychiatric
patients. In the case of Miss Nambajimba, accommodation. in a half-
way house facility for ex-prisoners would not be appropriate to her
needs. The question of establishment of a half-way house with a
medical orientation is outside the ambit of my portfolio.

Half-way house facilities have been subjected to critical evaluation .
both interstate and overseas. The results of the studies have been
equivocal in regard to their effectiveness.

I am advised that at this point there is not a need for the establish-
ment of a half-way house for ex-prisoners in Alice Springs. However,
my department will continue to monitor this situation. E

I do not intend at this stage to proceed with the establishment of a
half-way house until the need for such a facility is clearly
established.

. Judge Muirhead acknowledged the difficulty of this case before refer-

ring. it reluctantly to the Parole Board for consideration. I am
advised there are many complex and difficult problems associated with
this case. During the times they have access to her, my staff con-
tinue in their efforts to develop constructive post-release
alternatives.

Mrs O'NEIL to CHIEF MINISTER

(a) Who are the members of the Oral History Committee?

(b) What are their qualifications?

(c) What are the terms of reference of the committee?
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(d) Where is it intended that the material collected be stored?

(e) Is it intended that this material be available for use (e.g. in
- publications) and, if so, is the donor's permission obtained?

(f) Do interviewers receive any training?

(g) In selecting interviewees, what efforts are made to minimise biases
in the collection towards certain periods or events, districts or
racial groups?

ANSWER

(a) Harry Giese (Chairman), Peter Spillett, Don Dickson, Peter Forrest,
Jim Bowditch, Vern O'Brien and Dr "Slim" Bauer.

(b) Harry Giese - Co-founder, NT Historical Society; some experience
as interviewer of old Territorians.

President, NT Historical Society; Councillor,
Oral History Association of Australia; Author/
Historian; Churchill Fellow (NT History).

Peter Spillett

Don Dickson - B.A., Dip. Ed. (Sydney); M.Ed. (PNG); Thesis for
M.Ed. on "Documentary and Oral History Sources;
published journals and articles on history;
Examiner and Supervisor for Masters and Ph.D.
history students.

Peter Forrest - Director of National Trust.

Jim Bowditch Editor, Central Australian Advocate, for 4 years
and 19 years Editor of NT News from late 1954;
has written widely on NT including articles with

major historical content.

Vern O'Brien - Secretary, Department of Mines and Energy; Author
of articles dealing with various aspects of
Territory history; preparing a book on David
Lindsay.

Dr "S1im" Bauer - Ph.D.; Field Director, Notth Australia Research
Unit (ANU) since 1974; completed definitive study
of early history of land settlement in North
Australia.

(c) The major role of the committee is the collection of historical data
in the form of personal recollections of people and events from persons
who have had a lengthy association with the Territory. At the same
time the committee is concerned to collect and store any documents,
materials, etc. which people interviewed are prepared to make avail-
able for archival purposes and possible display in the Territory.

(d) The tapes and tréanscribed material, together with documentary
material, photographs, newspapers, pamphlets, etc. will be stored in
a selected area of the Commonwealth Archives Building in Darwin.

(e) In all cases people supplying the information are asked whether they
wish to place any restrictions or limitations on the use of the
material. Their wishes will be scrupulously followed. The material
will be available to bona fide students of history and writers.
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At the present time interviewers have been selected on the basis of
previous experience in undertaking interviewing associated with
oral history .programs and other forms of information collecting.
Pamphlets, publications and instructions on the collection of oral
history material is being provided to them as it is obtained. The
first of a series of seminars will be held shortly where people
presently*ﬁndertaking work can extend their experience and where
other-persons who may be interested in offering themselves as inter-
Yieﬁérs can obtain an understanding of what is involved.

The question has not yet arisen. As the program develops, any biases
which may become apparent will be progressively ironed out.

PERKINS to CHIEF MINISTER

‘How and when will the new director of the Territory Parks and
Wildlife Commission be selected?

What qualifications will be required for the position?
What will the salary be?

Can the minister give an assurance that the government will make
every endeavour and advertise internationally to get the best
possible person for the job?

Who will be on the selection panel for the position?

The new director of the Territory Parks and Wildlife Commission will
be selected in the same manner as all other heads of departments
and prescribed authorities, i.e.:

- the position will be advertised inside and outside the Public
Service; and :

~ the selection committee will examine applications and recommend
an appointment to the minister.

The position was advertiead in the Government Gazette of 25.10.79 and
the press commencing the same week.

Prime qualifications required will be proven high level managenent‘
ability combined with a background in conservation and wildlife park
management.

At present it is Executive Level E6 - currently $32,585 - plus
district allowance, but the salary may have to be negotiated to
secure the best applicant as most states directors' salaries are
higher than being offered here.

The government will make every endeavour to get the best person for
the job. Advertising will not be outside Australia.

In accordance with standard practice the selection panel will be
composed of persons recommended to the Chief Minister by the Public
Service Commissioner. The usual makeup is the Public Service Commis-
sioner and another departmental head or appropriate specialist.
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958 Mr PERKINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION

1. Does he agree that there is an urgent need for an Aboriginal vocation-
al training facility at the Community College of Central Australia?

2. Did the minister inspect a faeility in Priest Street, Alice Springs,
called "Sportorama" and agree that this would meet the needs of an
Aboriginal vocational training facility?

3. Was the building valued and, if so, how much was it valued at?

4. Did the 'minister agree that the property should be acquired for.
Aboriginal vocational training purposes and that acquisition should
be made in this financial year?

5. Is there an allocation in the budget for acquiring this facility and,
if not, why?
" 6. Will the minister ask Cabinet to ensure that the premises, are
acquired this financial year?

ANSWER

1. It is recognised that there is a need for some form of Aboriginal
vocational training facility in Alice Springs.

2. Officers of the Department of Education have inspected premises
called "Sportorama" which could be suitable for a vocational train-
ing facility. This could include activities related to Aboriginal
vocational training.

3. The Valuer-General has assessed the property including machinery
and improvements and his valuation is now known to the government.

4. A decision to acquire this property has not yet been made.

5. No provision has been made in the 1979-80 budget for specific
acquisition of this property because it was first necessary for the
premises to be valued. The Valuer-General's valuation has only
recently been received.

6. No assurance can be given that the department will acquire the pro-
perty this financial year until all aspects of the proposal have
been fully considered.

1008 Mr ISAACS to CHIEF MINISTER

What was the breakdown of expenditurevof the Office of Information for
the year 1978-797

ANSWER
iSalaries and allowances $ 180,475.51
| Travel $ 5,619.08
Printing $ 26,737.53
Photographic requisites $ 7,975.59
Incidentals $ 4,922.36
TOTAL $ 225,730.07
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Mr DOOLAN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

1.

M

Why was the Nightcliff-Fannie Bay connector road located so far into
the Kulaluk area and away from existing roads at Ludmilla?

. How much has this increased the cost of the road compared to

connecting Totem Road to Nemarluk Drive and Nemarluk Drive to
Fannie Bay by the shortest possible route, with provision for a
noise barrier to houses affected in Ludmilla?

. Does locating the road deep into Kulaluk land ruin or decrease the

chance of using reclaimed land there (i.e., cyclone garbage dump)
for ovals in the future?

. The location of the connector road between Fitzer Drive and Ludmilla

Creek has been chosen to provide an adquate buffer between Ludmilla
North residents and the expected traffic. It was originally proposed
to connect Nemarluk Drive to Coconut Grove Road and then to provide
for an intersecting road from Nemarluk Drive, south of the old sewer
treatment area, to Playford Street via the waste water treatment
plant. This proposal was rejected because of the effect this would
have on residents of Nemarluk Drive and the hazards that would occur
by use of an intersection as previously described. This has not
affected the alignment of the comnector road north of a point
opposite Tudawali Street.

The development now under construction is actually shorter than that
utilising Nemarluk Drive. Because existing roads are not being
utilised the cost of construction was increased by approximately
$200,000 based on proposals considered in 1977. However, the savings
to motorists in running costs alone for the 1 km shorter journey
have been estimated to be in excess of $100,000 per year. The over-
all cost to the community is thus much less than if we had opted to
use Nemarluk Drive. .

As already stated, it is only a very short length near the southern
part of Kulaluk, that the alignment differs from that which would
have been used to connect to Nemarluk Drive. Large areas of land
remain, both on the cyclone dump and elsewhere, that can be developed
for sports ovals or other recreational purposes. This possibility

has not been compromised by the alignment selected.

r DOOLAN to CHIEF MINISTER

In answer to Question No. 326 regarding eradication of hyptis at Obiri
Rock, the Chief Minister said:

"Weedicides have hot been used at this stage because they are considered

1

2

to be ineffective according to the advice we have."
. Who gave this advice to the Chief Minister?-

. Does the Chief Minister have confidence in his own Department of
Primary Production?

. Is he aware that officers of ‘the NT Department of Primary Production
are certain that some weedicides (e.g., 2 4 D) are effective against
hyptis?
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1. The source of that advice cannot be located. However, a Better answer
would be that the broadscale use of weedicide for practical long
term control of hyptis in. the Alligator Rivers Region does not
appear to be the most suitable means of control. Hyptis is wide-
spread in the area and broadscale use of weedicide in a national
park has serious consequences. The control of hyptis can possibly
be wndertaken by other means .

2. Yes.
3. Yes.

Mr ISAACS to MINISTER for EDUCATION

- What are the minister's intentions; in regard to the early 1ntegrat10n

ANSWER
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of handicapped children 1nto the school system?

The Northern Territory Department of Education is committed to a policy
of integration for handicapped pre-school age children wherever it

can, in the interests of the child, be achieved. I am unaware of any
case of a pre-school age handicapped child being refused admission to

a pre-school. Where it is considered that immediate integration of a
handicapped child into a regular pre-school is not in the best interests
of that child (this would apply in severe cases of handicap requiring
close paramedical treatment), then I have undertaken to provide
educational assistance to the Darwin Spastic Centre, to those children.
whose parents elect to send them to that institution.

In relation to the philosophy of integration, I would like to make it
quite clear that for a small number of children this will be at best
a long term goal, and placement in a special school will work most
effectively towards the achievement of this goal.

My department prefers not to see the integration/segregation arguments
polarise. It prefers to use the policy statement of the Australian
Association of Special Education as its guide when it defined integra-
tion as a "maximum useful association consistent with the interest of
both groups", i.e. handicapped and non-handicapped.

At present I am prepared to consider early admission to a pre-school for
deaf and severely visually impaired children if, in the opinion of a
placement and review panel, it is thought that early intervention could
lead to later educational gains. The Stuart Park pre-school is specific-
ally designated for the deaf and the Tiwi pre-school for the blind.

The services of the Spastic Centre are already available for other
forms of handicapped conditions among children of below pre-school age.
I have already indicated that I have undertaken to provide education-—
al assistance to the Darwin Spastic Centre.

Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

Will he ascertain from the federal Minister for Tramnsport the cause

of an incident at Tindal airport on Tuesday 2 October 1979 involving

a TAA Friendship aircraft, a Lear Jet and a light aircraft from Darwin
and obtain from the minister, for the information of the Assembly,
details of any action he is taking to prevent such incidents occurring
in the future?
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Matters involving air safety are the responsibility of the federal
Minister for Tramsport. I therefore suggest the honourable member
makes representations to him.

Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

Has the need for and the practicability of establishing a barramundi
hatchery in the Territory been investigated and, if so, with what
results?

To date, the Fisheries Division has made no detailed investigation on
the needs and practicability of establishing a barramundi hatchery

in the Northern Territory. Such a hatchery would only be necessary in
the following circumstances:

(a) if a reproductive failure of wild stocks necessitated restocking
of natural waters;

(c) where large freshwater empoundments incorporating recreational
fishing have been constructed; and

(d) if commercial pond rearing of barramundi becomes economically
feasible.

As none of these circumstances had arisen in the Northern Territory,
no investigation of the feasibility of a barramundi hatchery has been .
warranted.

Research officers of the Fisheries Division are monitoring developments

in this field, particularly in South-east Asia where there has been
limited success in developing hatchery techniques. However, the establish-
ment of a reliable hatchery system for barramundi is still in the

early stages of development and a considerable amount of additional
research will be necessary before a routine system becomes available.

Mr MacFARLANE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

To whom and for what kinds of Tlicences should persons wishing to
establish crocodile farms in the Territory apply?

Within the Northern Territory, it is illegal to kill, take, possess or
dispose of any crocodile or crocodile product except as provided for in
a permit issued under the Territory Parks and Wildlife Conservation
Act. The government is examining the feasibility of establishing
crocodile farming under appropriate controls and applications should
be made to the Director of the Territory Parks and Wildlife Commission.

This answer was provided by the Chief Minister who is the minister res-
ponsible in this area.

Mr ISAACS to CHIEF MINISTER

1. Is the Northern Territory government negotiating to purchase
the Baptist Hostel in Katherine?

2. If so, what is the purpose. of the purchase?
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. What studies have been undertaken to show a demand for the purpose
indicated in answer to 2. above?

ANSWER
1. Yes.

2. Primarily for the accommodation of children from remote areas for
educational purposes.

3. Studies of the educational needs of children from remote areas
are continuing. Enrolment figures for the School of the Air provide
some guide., Parents' views also have been obtained to determine
desirable terms of residence.

1055 Mr MacFARLANE to CHIEF MINISTER

Have the Police been provided with powers to move loiterers and lay-
abouts from the vicinity of public toilets in Katherine and, if so,
have the Police been instructed to use them?

ANSWER
The Police have limited powers to deal with loitering offences. A
bill before the Assembly will expand those powers and if the bill is

passed and becomes law, the Police will enforce those expanded pro-
visions in the same way as they enforce all laws of the Territory.

1056 Mr MacFARLANE to CHIEF MINISTER
Does his government intend to exercise the same powers over unalienated
land in the Territory as is exercised by state governments over un—
alienated land in each state?

ANSWER

Yes.
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Mr ISAACS to CHIEF MINISTER

Is the Chief Minister aware that individual police officers are
negotiating with individual high school principals to obtain daily
absentee lists? Would the Chief Minister confer with his colleague,
the Minister for Education, to put a stop to this practice?

I am not aware of this practice. I will look into the matter to
ascertain whether there is such a practice and, if so, the intention
of the practice.

Mr VALE to MINISTER for EDUCATION

Can he advise whether or not matriculation classes w1ll be conducted
at Sadadeen High School in Central Australia?

Much has been spoken about this issue over the last couple of weeks. I
understand that the problem will be somewhat exacerbated by very
lengthy articles in this week's Centralian Advocate. The concern of
parents has arisen largely out of an answer I gave in the House on
10 May 1978, some 14 months before the function of education was
transferred to the Northern Territory. My responsibility to this
House at that time was to answer questions for the information of
honourable members based on information given to me by the Common-
wealth government. Whilst the level of consultation between myself
and the Commonwealth was very good indeed, the executive decision-
making did not lie with me. It does now and I am determined to make
decisions in the best interests of Territory children and in light
of current information and advice.

With the exception of one adviser only, I am advised that a matricula-
tion program at Sadadeen High School would not be in the interests of
children attending there. Indeed, it would not be in the interests of
secondary education in Alice Springs as a whole. My advice is such
that I have every reason to believe that such a move would destroy
matriculation in Alice Springs as a whole. There are 47 matricula-
tion students in Alice Springs at the moment and 45 is regarded by

my advisers as being the absolute minimum possible to run a viable
matriculation program. Indeed, to offer all of the electives and
options normally associated down south with matriculation classes,

you would require about 60 students. Nevertheless, 47 is viable.

To have 2 parallel programs would result in a greatly reduced number
of students in each.  In other words, instead of there being 47-50

at Alice Springs High, there would be approximately 25 in each high
school. As such, my advisers inform me that there would be very
little prospect of the students doing a successful matriculation
program.

The proposal I am putting to parents in a letter dated 12 November

1979 will offer yet another option. Alice Springs High at the

moment is the only place to offer a year 12 in the Northern Territory.
It is our intention to upgrade the standing of that year 12 certificate
in the eyes of the community. In addition, the second high school
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in Alice Springs gives us a unique opportunity to provide a third
stream of education, one that is very close to your heart, Sir.

It is proposed to offer in this third stream a school of vocational -
studies in years 11 and 12. That school of vocational studies

will be broken into 2 sections: vocational studies technical on

one side and vocational studies business and administration on

the other.

The proposal to parents will be that years 8, 9 and 10 in both

Alice Springs High and Sadadeen High will be of a parallel nature so
that students who wish to attend Sadadeen through years 8, 9 and

10 will not be disadvantaged in any way if they wish to move to

Alice Springs High to do the matriculation program. Similarly,

those students in Alice Springs High will have the opportunity, if
they so wish, to transfer to the vocationally orientated Sadadeen
High. The further advantage of this system will be that the program
of vocational training will be done by way of what is called "link
courses' with the Community College of Central Australia. Specialist
tuition will be made available to students of Sadadeen High who

wish to undertake a vocationally biased secondary education system.
If the parents of Alice Springs agree to this program, it is also
proposed to enter into discussions with colleges of advanced educa-
tion around Australia who are interested in linking with the Northern
Territory such that the year 12 certificate in vocational studies

can be seen as an admission to colleges of advanced education to

"undertake such degree courses as Batchelor of Business Administration

and diplomas in electronics and so on.

What we are offering to the people of Alice Springs is a very new and
very exciting program in secondary education. It is not to be seen
as a downgrading of Sadadeen High in any way. We are offering the
whole of the Alice Springs district a third stream of education and
you, Sir, would be well aware of the national concern of having
people properly trained in schools to handle vocational activities

in this very complex and technical world.

Mrs LAWRIE to TREASURER

Is he aware that, following approval of an application for a loan from
the 4% home loan scheme, it takes 6 weeks for the loan moneys to become
available? If he is aware of this, could be explain to the House
this seemingly unreasonable administrative delay?

I am not aware whether it normally takes 6 weeks after approval

for loans to come through the system or whether that is an exception
to the rule. However, I will endeavour to obtain information from
the Housing Commission and advise the House later this sittings.
I personally see no reason for such a delay because there certainly
are adequate funds available for this particular program. That
certainly is not the reason for any possible delay that may
exist. :
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Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for HEALTH

Dr John Campbell of the New South Wales Health Commission has been in
Darwin examining the hospital system. He is due to make a report to
the minister shortly. Could the minister inform me whether that
report will be made public or not?

Dr Campbell is on secondment to the Northern Territory from the New
South Wales Health Commission. His report is expected to be in our
hands before the end of November. I have not addressed myself to the
issue of whether the report should be public or confidential. I
could not decide until I see the report. I cannot give the
honourable member an indication at this stage of whether it will be
tabled at some future date.

Mrs O'NEIL to CHIEF MINISTER

Is he aware that the Solicitor-General has received a complaint
alleging that the Minister for Community Development committed an
offence against the Child Welfare Ordinance? In view of the gravity
of the allegation that a minister had breached the provisions

of an act that he himself administers, will the Chief Minister
assure the House that the matter will be investigated as

a matter of urgency?

The honourable member for Fannie Bay appears to be making a political
issue of what is essentially a matter for the proper administration of
justice. Matters that relate to alleged eriminal offences should not
be brought into this House even though the honourable member for Fannie
Bay has plenty of good precedents on her side of the political coin for
attempting to try to convict men in absentia in other places. She
certainly can take a correspondence course from the New South Wales
Attorney-General on how to pillory a man when he has not been given

any rights at all to answer for himself. This is an attempt by

a politician in the Northern Territory to prejudice the course

of justice. If there is a complaint and if it has been lodged

with the Solicitor—-General, he will investigate it. If he finds

that there is any substance to the complaint, he will no doubt

issue a summons.

Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING
Which government department has responsibility for the housing

and house Trepairs at Coastal Plains Research Station and which
government department collects the rent for these houses?

The Primary Industry Division has that responsibility.\
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1067 Mr COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

Why was Mr Ken Day allowed to illegally extract $375,000 worth of tin
from Collia mine and who gave him permission?

ANSWER

I am not sure that Mr Ken Day has actually mined $375,000 worth

of tin. Together with 3 othér parties, Mr Day claims to have

an interest in a mine called Collia. They have been operating for
some time. They have recourse to settle at law the issue amongst
themselves. The issue was referred to the Wardens Court earlier this
year and was not resolved. It was then sent back to the parties to

try to resolve it while the operation of the mine continued. The matter
is still not resolved but it will again be referred to the Wardens
Court at the earliest possible time so that the parties can appear
together before the Mining Warden to have this dispute settled. I
would not care to say anything more than that until the matter has been
dealt with by the Mining Warden.

1068 Mr BALLANTYNE to CHIEF MINISTER

In light of the recent crocodile sightings at recreational areas in
Gove, has a report been received by the Chief Minister in relation to
the number of crocodiles reported at recreational areas or other areas
on the Gove Peninsula? If not, will there be a feasibility study

on the monitoring of such sightings?

ANSWER

A few weeks ago, the honourable member for Nhulunbuy asked
whether there would be a survey of the number of croc-

odiles in that area. My recollection is that the Territory Parks
and Wildlife Commission was to undertake such a survey. The results

of the survey have not reached my desk at this stage. It is a job that
will take some time because crocodiles are apparently not animals
that walk up and introduce themselves to the people loocking for them.

I will inquire into the matter and try to give the honourable member
some indication as to when the survey is likely to be completed.

1069  Mr ISAACS to CHIEF MINISTER

Can the Chief Minister inform the House when he expects to make a
decision about the purchase of Connair?

ANSWER

The purchase of Connair is a matter for the shareholders

of Connair. I understand from reading the popular press and

many communications that come my way that there are various parties
interested in buying Connair. Those people are free to negotiate with
the Connair company for its purchase. Indeed, we heard not so many
weeks ago an announcement that the company had been sold. Subsequently,
there appeared to be considerable doubt. as to.whether that was in fact
the case. The Northern Territory government has indicated that any
party purchasing Connair without the Northern Territory government's
approval could not expect an automatic grant of additional civil
aviation licences within the Northern Territory when it became the
province of the Northern Territory government to grant those licences.
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ANSWER

At present, a panel of 3 members, chaired by Mr John Riley, the
Deputy Secretary of the Department of Transport and Works - I do

not recall the names of the 2 other members of the panel but they are
both people from outside the Territory who have long experience in
civil aviation: I think one of them was our civil aviation attache at
the Washington Embassy at some stage - is looking over applications
that we have received from TAA, Ansett, East-West Airlines and one or
two others in relation to the future grant of licences within the
Territory. I assume that it will take them some weeks to arrive at

a decision because the matter dis complex and I do not

know whether they have -actually met to look at the applic—
ations as yet. After they have made a decision, T would expect
that they would submit their decision, together with the reasons
therefore, for final ratification by Cabinet and an announcement would
thereafter be made to the public.

Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for Community Development

I have heard recently that Palmerston House is scheduled to be demolish-~
ed. Could he inform me if this is correct and, if so, when is that
demolition to commence?

At the moment Palmerston House is being used by the Department of
Community Development for the storage of refrigerators and other
equipment until such time as a firm plan is made to demolish the premises.
I am unable to provide any further information.

Ms D'ROZARIO to CHIEF MINISTER

What arrangements have been made in the Northern Territory Public
Service and statutory authorities for the employment of Territory
tertiary students during the forthcoming long wvacation?

Various arrangements have been made. I do not have the full details
with me at this time but I can obtain them from the Public Service

Commissioner. There have been arrangements made in Alice Springs, I
understand, for students to work with the Department of Transport and

‘Works and in other departments and I am certainly not aware that all

1072
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these students will be paid. Offers have been made in some circum—
stances for students to gain job experience rather than actually work
for a wage. I will obtain full details for the honourable member and
supply them later in the sittings.

Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

Is it planned to close down the Coastal Plains Research Station?

It is not proposed to close down any research station in the Northern
Territory even though there has been some public discussion about the
closure of the Katherine Experimental Farm. There is some variation
to the activities being undertaken at that farm and I note your
remarks, Sir, in regard to rural education facilities in that
region. These will be considered. There is no departmental or
governmental instruction or policy to close down any research
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station whatsoever.
Mr OLIVER to MINISTER for TRANSPORT -and WORKS

Will he confirm that the proposed connecting road between Lovegrove
Drive and Smith Street in Alice Springs will be in the same position as
originally planned? '

I am unable to give that confirmation to the honourable member. The
area in question is currently being re-arranged to some extent to cater
for railway lines and other facilities.

Mr DOOLAN to MINISTER for EDUCATION
Could he advise on the progress relating to the working party report on

a Northern Territory teaching service which is believed to have been
completed about last July?

ANSWER -

1075

" ANSWER
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To the best of my knowledge, the time period which we had set for
community and parent reaction to the working party's report has now
expired. The collation of all that information is being done at the
moment and I will be going to Cabinet with the results. The matter will
then become one for Cabinet's consideration. I had proposed to the
members of the working party that they reconvene briefly to consider the
comments made on their report. From memory, I think that all parties,
with the exception of the Northern Territory Teachers Federation,

agreed to do so. It seems that, in the absence of cooperation from the
federation, it will not be possible to reconvene the working

party to examine comments. The matter will now take its course and
become a matter for Cabinet.

Mr BALLANTYNE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

What plans are there to upgrade library facilities in Nhulunbuy?

An overall policy to use the infrastructure of the Education Department
throughout the Northern Territory is currently being examined by the
government. I am very happy to say that,in the initial stages of the
Nhulunbuy High School, facilities will be upgraded to provide a library
service not only for the school but also for the community. This is a
first step towards community use of many of the Education Department's
infrastructures. We were not able to use it prior to 1 July but, in
consultation with the Minister for Education, the government is seeking
ways to use education infrastructures, especially those in remote
areas, for community purposes.

Mr COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION

At previous sittings of the Assembly, it was the minister's intention

to make a ministerial statement on the status of education services in
the Northern Territory. 1Is it his intention to -proceed with that state-~
ment at this sittings? )
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Yes. However, due to the time lapse; some updating is necessary but
I will try to present it at this sitting.

Ms D'ROZARIO to CHIEF MINISTER

Is he aware of a proposal by the Territory Parks and Wildlife Service
to obtain possession of former mining tenements identified by numbers
IX and 7K of some 2.4 hectares in area which were formerly part of

Oolloo Station and, if so, what is the purpose intended for this land?

Mr Speaker, you will have to forgive me if my answer is not 100Y%
correct because I do not really carry the mining registers of the
Northern Territory in my head. I think that those areas are the

leases at the Oolloo crossing which somebody took out some years ago
and erected a store. The Terrltory Parks and Wildlife Commission has
acquired those interests for the purpose of setting up a ranger station
and a small reserve in that part of the country. Honourable members
would be aware that the Daly River Wildlife Reserve is across the river
in that area. It is a long time since the proposal came to me. If the
honourable member wants more complete details, she should ask me a
question on notice and I will supply them.

Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

Have the inspectors been appointed for after hours policing of illegal
sand and gravel mining in the rural areas?

At this stage, additional staff have not been appointed to undertake
the surveillance to which the honourable member for Tiwi refers. How-
ever, there has been a reorganisation of the environmental inspectorial
side of the department to ensure that officers can work after hours and
on weekends to maintain surveillance over some of the illegal mining
that does occur in the area.

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Has he received the results of the youth needs inquiry which was
catried out in the Northern Territory this year and is it intended that
those results be made public?

I have received the report and I believe some 200 copies have
been circulated. Tt is a matter of my taking it to Cabinet and,
after that, I hope to be able to table it in the Assembly.

Mr OLIVER to MINISTER for tANDS and HOUSING
In view of the proposed hobby farms adjacent to some towns further up

the track, can he advise what the situation is relating to hobby farms
in the Alice Springs area?
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I would have to seek some further information for the honourable member.
There is a small area near Alice Springs which is called a farms area
but which is not strictly a viable economic unit for farms. I believe
some of the area may be used for what is termed these days "hobby farms"
for semi-rural pursuits consistent with the availability of water and
good soil. I am unaware of any particular proposal to have a specific
subdivision created near Alice Springs for sale as hobby farms. The
areas immediately adjacent to Alice Springs have a series of problems
in relation to this type of activity as far as soil types and water
supply is concerned. In particular,there is concern expressed by
people from the Primary Industry Division and the Parks and Wildlife
Commission in relation to any activities relating to the running of
animals on areas which are liable to be overgrazed very quickly,
particularly as Alice Springs may not continue to enjoy the very good
wet seasons that it has had in the past few years. Such activity

has to be carefully watched to ensure that serious harm is not done to
the environment in Alice Springs. Certainly, the hobby farms concept
envisages a small area of land on which a person may keep a number of
animals and use for agricultural purposes. If the honourable member
wishes a more specific answer or wishes to make a proposal, T would
appreciate a letter from him.

Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

I read a report recently in the Northern Territory News that said that
problems had been experienced in the processing of Taiwanese fishing
vessels. Was this report correct and, if so, could he give me some
detail on the problems?

I understand there were some quarantine difficulties. From the
Fisheries Division's point of view, there were few difficulties. I
propose to make a statement on the Taiwanese vessel situation at a
later time.

Mr COLLINS to CHIEF MINISTER

When will the Chief Minister make a statement concerning his recent
negotiations with the federal government over the control of Jabiru and
the Kakadu National Park?

When I am in a position to do so.
Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

Following on from my repeated requests to the minister regarding‘bus
services to the Darwin rural area, when will this service be
inaugurated?

I must give the honourable member an 'A' for persistence but, unfort—
unately, the extension of the bus service in any way at all is just
beyond our financial capacity at this time. Obviously, it is a year
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to year proposition. The cost of a bus is about $85,000. To employ
extra people will cost between $12,000 and $15,000 per person not
counting the extra costs involved. It is not proposed that any extension
of the bus services will be made at present.

Mrs LAWRIE to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

As he has now received submissions concerning the future use of
Carpentaria College, would he advise the House when his government
will be deciding the future of that area?

The department has received a small number of applications relating

to the future use of Carpentaria College. They are being collated

in the form of a briefing to me. I have not received it but I under-
stand it is complete. I hope to receive it within a few days and to
submit it to Cabinet for a recommendation and a final settling of the
whole question. Hopefully, this will be after the next Cabinet meeting
in about a fortnight.

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

The land formerly occupied by the Parap Infant School has been
vacant for nearly 5 years since the cyclone. When does he anticipate
that a decision will be made as to the future use of this land?

I do not have that specific information with me. I am not sure what
the land is zoned for currently under the Darwin Town Plan.

However, I will wundertake to establish what it ~is  proposed
to use the land for and advise the honourable member.

Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

The minister mentioned that progress announcements on a solution to
the parking problems being experienced in the main city area will be
made shortly. Is he able to give me more details on those proposals
at this time?

I cannot release any further details on this matter until it has been
considered by Cabinet and certain decisions made. However, I would
like to advise the House that a fairly recent statement in the local
newspaper was incorrect. It implied that an agreement had been reached
with the local city council on the future of the government's involve-
ment and the corporation's involvement in car parking in the central
business district of Darwin. We have had a working party working
closely with the city council with a view to coming up

with an acceptable solution to what is developing into

a very serious problem. The govermment has accepted a

degree of responsibility "to assist the corporation in
establishing permanent car parking in the central business district.
The situation has certainly been outside the control of the city
corporation up until very recently.when, through the implementation

of the new Planning Act, local government gained a majority of members
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" on the Town Planning Authority. Theréfore, it is now in a position to
control the conditions whereby car parking spaces will be provided by
developers in the future.

However, the government accepts a degree of responsibility for the
situation as it has evolved today. I now have a Cabinet submission
prepared detalling recommendations on the level of government assist-
ance. It proposes the establishment of a car parking trust which
would receive all income from car parking revenues in the city as well
as governmental assistance if any. The trust would administer land
and car parking facilities which may be constructed. The trust would
also have the ability to borrow up to $1.2m outside loan council
approval., On the proposals that have been presented so far, it

seems to me to be a very workable and sensible solution to a fairly
complex problem. I cannot give any more details until Cabinet has
made certain decisions on the matter.

1087 Mr ISAACS to CHIEF MINISTER

Does he or an officer of his department, as a matter of practice, inform
the relevant traditional owners when the Chief Minister issues permits
for entry onto Aboriginal land pursuant to the Aboriginal Land Act?

If not, will he consider implementing the practice?

ANSWER

I personally sign all permits for public servants who are entering or are
likely to enter upon Aboriginal land. These permits are signed on the
application of the department, placed in a plastic cover and remain
valid until revoked. When public servants intend to enter
Aboriginal land 1in the course of their duty - and that is the only
circumstance in which those particular permits may be used - they

are required to telegram the local community about the purposes of

the visit and when it is likely to take place. Generally speaking, it
is hoped that they will receive an acknowledgement that the visit will
be in order. Unfortunately, due to poor communications in the bush

and perhaps to less than 100% efficiency with office administration,
answers are not always received to these communications. Indeed, it is
alleged on occasions that public servants enter upon Aboriginal land
without first notifying their intention to do so. Nevertheless, at

my request, a number of circulars have been sent through the whole
public service asking that this practice be adopted and adhered to.

We endeavour to rectify any complaints received from individual
commmnities or through the Northern Land Council.

However, I must say that there is a degree of reluctance by public
servants, for instance, to wear the permits on their shirts as has been
requested in some places. There have been misunderstandings because
some public servants have not first called at community council offices
as has generally been requested. These incidents are understandable
when one considers that not every public servant is experienced in
moving around these communities. Many community council officers are
entirely anonymous and one only knows who they are through experience.
I have asked communities, through the Northern Land Council and some
directly, to mark their community council offices prominently. I have
also asked that public servants, upon entering an Aboriginal community, to
attend first at the community council office. I do not know that there
is a. great deal more that we can do.
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1088 Mr DOOLAN to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Is he aware that the dreaded noxious weed mimosa is abundant at
Kulaluk and, if so, what does he intend to do about it?

ANSWER

I was not aware specifically that mimosa was growing at Kulaluk. T
was aware that there is a small acreage in that area populated with
bovine species of which the honourable gentleman may not have been
aware. I am aware that mimosa is scattered throughout the Adelaide
River region and the Primary Industry Division is taking measures to
control the spread of this weed along with other weed prevention
proposals being undertaken.

1089  Mr BALLANTYNE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

Can he inform me if the recent shortage of avgas has had any detrimental
effect on the coastal surveillance program and, if so, what steps
have been taken to overcome the problem?

ANSWER

I cannot reflect about the impact that any avgas shortage or alleged
shortage may have had on coastal surveillance. My understanding is
that the avgas shortage that we experienced in August and September
has been substantially overcome. The normal levels of activity in
the third level of our airline industry have been maintained and no
disruption or shortage in avgas is expected at least before next
March.

1090 . Mrs LAWRIE to TREASURER

He will be aware that he has 2 public housing lists under his control,
one dealing with Northern Territory Public Service housing and the
other dealing with public sector housing. - Can he change the policy

so that persons transferring from one list to the other may retain
any accrued waiting time?

ANSWER ‘

I guess the honourable member was seeking an affirmative answer but I
find that difficult because I can foresee a number of problems. I
will undertake to examine the matter but, in the meantime, I suggest
that the honourable member write me a letter on the subject so that T
can formally respond to that.
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Mr ISAACS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

My question relates to the statement attributed to the minister in
the NT News a couple of days ago in relation to the Darwin Trader.
What is the latest information on the future of this service and
what steps are being taken by the Northern  Territory government

to prevent the service ending?

e

ANSWER

1094

The question of the Darwin Trader ceasing its regular service to
Darwin has been one of great concern to the Northern Territory
government and indeed to everyone in the -Northern Territory. We
thought a solution had been reached when ANL, Portland Cement and
Norcement agreed to a contract for the delivery of cement to Darwin.

.This particular contract fell through and ANL attempted to obtain
a freight agreement with Burns Philp and Brighton Cement. This

did not eventuate either. The government set up a committee to
look at alternatives with the Darwin Trader at the time. Amongst
other alternatives we considered Bourkes Shipping.

The Trader is currently undergoing a refit and there is no indica-
tion from the Commonwealth or from ANL that it will be removed

from the shipping route. However, we are concerned about the
possibility that they may remove the Trader from the shipping route.
If this was to eventuate, we would expect several months notice.

The committee that the government originally set up for the pur—
pose of looking at alternative shipping has now been reconvened.

We are pressing for a continuation of the service after the refit
has been carried out and we are looking at viable alternatives for
another shipping service.

Mr PERKINS to CHIEF MINISTER

Is it the policy of the government to provide housing for govern-
ment employees in outback areas? If so, are the Aboriginal
health workers who are employed by the Health Department provided
with housing in the same way as other government employees in out-
back areas and, if not, why not?

ANSWER

The government's policy is to provide housing for all employees of
the public service wherever they are forced to reside in the course
of their employment. Funds are allocated each year in the budget
for the provision of public service housing. The Northern Territory
government has embarked on some ambitious programs through the
Departments of Health and Education to train and employ numerous
Aboriginal health workers and teachers. We recognise that we

have a responsibility to provide housing for public servants such

as these and we will move as quickly as we can within our financial
capacity to provide the appropriate housing.
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Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

When will the houses in Stow Road, Howard Springs, built for gaol
staff at Gunn Point Prison Farm be occupied and will all the houses
be occupied?

- T understand that the houses are completed and are now awaiting final

1096
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inspection by the department. As soon as that is done, the houses
will be allocated to prison officers.

Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for HEALTH

Is he able to inform this House when the Casuarina Hospital will be
open to receive patients?

The main ward block at Casuarina Hospital has been handed over in the
last couple of weeks to the Department of Health which is in the
process of commissioning it. It is anticipated that the ward will
start to receive patients in March 1980. Present planning indicates

~ that there will be 360 beds and cots available when the unit opens.
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Ms D'ROZARIO to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

Is it the intention of the government to impose a 100 kilometre per
hour speed limit on -all Territory rural roads?

The question has not been decided at this stage. No doubt these
questions are being raised because of the energy situation.

Mr OLIVER to MINISTER for EDUCATION

Is it proposed that he will meet with the parents in Alice Springs to
discuss openly the new proposals for Sadadeen High School?-

In answer to the honourable member's question, might I try-to restate
what I indicated yesterday. It is not a question solely of Sadadeen
High School but a question of a composite education system for the
entire Alice Springs district. I think the parents of the children
at present at Sadadeen must recognise the reality of that. The
proposal is not confined solely to one school but will affect students
from Tennant Creek to the South Australian border. It will be a
composite system of 3 streams of education. '

!
To answer the question specifically, it is certainly my proposal to
have a public meeting with parents in Alice Springs who have children
in all schools in Alice Springs - primary, secondary and private
schools - because they are affected by the type of secondary education
which the Northern Territory government provides. I anticipate that
that meeting will occur tomorrow fortmight, probably at a school other
than Sadadeen in order to make it quite clear that it is a matter of
concern to the whole c¢ommunity. Of course, it is also of paramount
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concern to the parents who have their children at Sadadeen at the
moment and those who are looking forward to placing their children
in Sadadeen next year and the year after.

Mr VALE to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

What plans has the department to provide additional residential land
in Central Australia? Will his department examine the possibility
of making alternative residential block sizes available?

Confining my remarks to Alice Springs rather than Central Australia

as a whole, the current turn-off of land for this particular year in
Alice Springs for 1979-80 is expected to be a total of 410 lots. Some
of those have been sold already to the private sector and quite a
number have been allocated to the Housing Commission. The 410 lots
are considered to be above the actual demand for land in Alice Springs.
In 1980-81, it is expected that another 340 will be available. These
will be lots for single unit dwellings, houses and town houses. For
1981-82, a further 440 lots are programmed. For flats and home umits,
the terminology used is land for a certain number of units rather

than blocks of land because that can be misleading in that a few blocks
can provide many units of accommodation. Land will be turned off for
90 units in .the current financial year, 100 units in 1980-81 and 120
units in 1981-82.

The second part of the question referred to the release of varying sized
parcels of land for these purposes. Subdivisions nowadays do provide
for a variety of sizes of land for houses, flats and town houses. When

I say ‘a "variety" of sizes, they usually differ marginally. If the
honourablé member is asking whether we are proposing to release, for
example, 0.5 acre or 1 acre lots for houses, that has not been proposed
nor is it intended at this stage.

Note: See also answer to question 1168.
Mrs LAWRIE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

Having regard to the debate which took place yesterday on the proposed
Fish and Fisheries Act, will he indicate whether there will be an
increase in the research section of the Fisheries Division to allow the
necessary monitoring of the fishing industry over the next few years?

That is a fairly difficult question to answer: Since we accepted fish-
eries 'as a responsibility from the Commonwealth, the units of administra-
tion itself has doubled in size. It is now a unit of some 42 persons.

At this stage, we are looking towards a period of stability whereby the
unit may be as effective as possible. Some research is still being under-
taken but no large program or concentrated program has been outlined at
present.

Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

When will work commence on the sealing of Whitewood and Hillier
roads at Howard Springs since the wet is now here and the work is
planned for this year? Will the $220,000 budgeted for the sealing of
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Whitewood and Hillier roads be sufficient for the job?
ANSWER

I am unable to satisfy the honourable member that the work will be done
before the wet season. Tenders will be called in May next year and

it is assumed that the estimated amount will be sufficient to cover

the work involved.

1102 Mr ISAACS to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Is it a fact that on the inauguration of the Darwin to New Guinea
shipping route a number of Northern Territory buffalo were found to have
TB? If so, where did the buffalo come from and what steps have been
taken to assure our trading partners, especially New Guinea, that this
will not happen again?

ANSWER
I ask him to place his question on notice.
1103 Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

The future of the old Town Hall in Mitchell Street has been on quite a
number of citizens' minds for a number of years. Has this matter been
raised with the minister and is he able to give us some insight into
the future proposals for the old Town Hall?

ANSWER

The Minister for Lands and Housing has approved in principle the
reservation of lot 4955 Smith Street, the site of the old Town Hall,
for preservation and protection under the Crown Lands Act as a place
of historical interest. Executive Council approval is currently
being sought and consultant architects, Wilkins, Klemm and Morrison
have been commissioned to document the project, call tenders and
‘administer contracts for the demolition and removal of the modern
auxiliary structures, the stabilisation of the ruins and the develop-
ment of the site. Tenders will not be called until after Executive
Council approval has been received. Discussions are currently being
held with the department for the potential use of the site with a view
to submitting options for the future management of the area once the
physical conservation has been carried out.

1104  Ms D'ROZARIO to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

Has there been any undue delay in confirming the appointment of the
candidate who successfully appealed against the provisional promotee
to the position for Director of Mines and, if so, what is the cause of
the delay?

ANSWER

I.am not aware of any undue delay but it is a matter that probably is
the prerogative of the Chief Minister because it would fall within the
jurisdiction of the operation of the Public Service Commissioner's
Office. ’
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1105 Ms D'ROZARIO 'to CHIEF MINISTER
Mr Speaker, I redirect my question to the Honourable Chief Minister.
" ANSWER

As far 'as I am aware, there has been no delay. From information from
the Public Service Commissioner this morning, I understand that it is
unlikely that the Public Service Commissioner will confirm the appoint-
ment of any person from the current batch of appointees to the position
of Director of Mines. I understand that the position of Director of
Mines is to be re-advertised.

1106 ~Mr BALLANTYNE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

Recently, it was announced that approximately 150 ships from the
Taiwanese fishing fleet would be calling into Darwin from time to
time in connection with licensing matters and to take on provisions
and fuel. Can he inform the House what arrangements have been made
to safeguard the supply of fuel to the Northern Territory fishing
industry so that it will not suffer from any fuel shortages which
might arise from the increased demand?

ANSWER

As a result of the government's introduction of the 200-mile fishing
limit, fishing boats such as the Taiwanese will operate in our
northern waters and will call into the port of Darwin for goods

and supplies. The first 60 ships that are due to come throdgh will
consume about 1,800 tonnes of distillate. The 150 ships that are
expected to go through the port in the next 3 months will require

an additional 4,800 tonnes. I have taken this matter up with the
federal Minister for National Development, Mr Newman. I requested
of him that, in the event of there being any shortages of distillate,
the Northern Territory be given an additional quota to cover the
increased consumption of the fishing industry. Most of the
difficulties that we have had with the continued supply of petroleum
products in the Northern Territory have been caused by a great
increase in the business sector and the productivity of the commun-
ity.

1107 Mr COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

What is ‘the status of -the government's proposal to restore the old
uranium mining areas of the Northern Territory and, in particular,
when will work resume at Rum Jungle?

ANSWER

The honourable member asked this question before and I think the last
advice I gave him was that there was a proposal before the Commonwealth
Cabinet for several million dollars to proceed with work and rehabilit-
ation in the Rum Jungle area and in a few other areas in the Territory.
As honourable members would be aware, I think an amount of about
$300,000 has already been spent. I am not aware of any further commit-
ment by the Commonwealth in this particular area of expenditure. How~
ever, I will undertake to find out for the honourable member and advise
him at some future date.
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Mr DOOLAN to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

Could he advise the House of the amount of money received for 7 drums
of tin concentrate obtained from old battery stands at Mt Wells which
was forwarded to Associated Tin Smelters in Sydney?

I do not carry an accounting register of the sales of the Mines: Branch
products around in my head. I will undertake to obtain the information
if the honourable member will provide me with details of the particular
drum concentrates involved, the owners and when they were dispatched.

Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Has a Director of Library Services been appointed yet?

The answer is no. However, we are hopeful that an appointment will be
made in the next couple of weeks. '

Mrs EAWRIE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and INDUSTRY
Has he given any consideration to forming a mercantile marine authority

given that people wishing to upgrade their qualifications as merchant
seamen in the Northern Territory face an- almost impossible task?

" No consideration has been given to the formation of such a body. It

1111
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is a matter we will have to examine. If the honourable member would
1like to write to me, we will see what we can do about it.

Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to CHIEF MINISTER

Have any firm plans been made for night police patrols in the Darwin
rural area?

Yes. The police proposal is that partrols will move around the Howard
Springs and Humpty Doo areas. I do not have full details but the
honourable member may obtain them from the Commissioner of Police or,
if she cares to write to me, I will supply her with full details.

Mrs O'NEIL to TREASURER

Is he aware that the price of buffalo meat for pet consumption has
doubled in the last 12 months in Darwin from approximately $1.40 to
$2.80 for a 2 kg pack? Will the minister have this enormous price
increase investigated in the interests of consumers and, presumably,
their owners?

¢

I was not aware that such a price increase had' taken place. However,
the opening up of the European Common Market to our buffalo meat - and the
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Northern Territory is one of the few places in the world today where
buffaloes are slaughtered for human consumption - has made a tremendous
demand on the buffalo resource and no doubt has driven up prices fairly
dramatically over recent months. Perhaps that is an excuse for the price
rise. However, I will ask the Price Controller to make some inquiries
and submit a report to me on the results of recent increases.

Mr VALE to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Have there been any results from the study of agriculture, crop
development and marketing in the Territory undertaken for the govern-
ment early this year by the Queensland Department of Primary Industries?

The study group has recently submitted 2 reports covering the horti-
cultural and cropping industries. The reports are being considered
by the department and the government will be in a position to outline
its plans early next year.

Mr ISAACS to CHIEF MINISTER

Have the police compiled a report in relation to the Collia Mine
and, in particular, have investigations been made into the whereabouts
of the missing partner, Mr Kay?

I cannot be sure that the police have compiled a report into the Collia
Mine as such nor can I be sure that the police have compiled a
report on the missing partmer. I do know that the police have made
investigations into the whereabouts of the missing partner and, in the
view of the investigating officer, there are suspicious circumstances.
Nevertheless, there is apparently no evidence available on which any
charges can be laid. -There have been reports that Mr Kay has been

seen elsewhere on this globe since the date of his alleged disappearance
in the Northern Territory. -

Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY .

There have been reports in the press of late that industrial solar
air-conditioning systems are not receiving financial support from the
Northern Territory government while similar systems in other states
do receive support. Are these reports factual and, if so, why is no
support being provided?

The government receives requests for support from time to time for
various types of solar emnergy applications in the Northern Territory.

I guess the honourable member is referring to the application we
received from the Telford group who were seeking financial assistance
with the establishment of a solar air-conditioning unit on their
revamped hotel in Darwin. I think they wanted a similar amount for the
one in Alice Springs if that was possible. The consideration that was
given to this proposal was quite extensive but there are a couple of
points in it that determined that assistance for these projects should
not be forthcoming. We are particularly keen to encourage the
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use of solar air-conditioning appliances in the Northern
Territory where there is a need for an impetus. In this particular
case, there was no need for any encouragement on the project because the
proposal was identical to a program that had been conducted in Perth.
The proposed unit for the Telford Hotel in Darwin was an identical

unit to the one that had been tried and proven in Perth. There was no
experimental stage to be gone through and there was no doubt about the
viability of the project.

Given that our electricity and operating costs are very much dearer
than those in Perth and southern cities, the introduction of a solar
alr-conditioning unit in this case was just that much more attractive.
The government had to decide whether it was prudent to spend $60,000 to
encourage somebody to install this infrastructure - if the price of

. electricity continues to rise at its present rate, he would probably

1116
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get his money back within 5 years - or whether to try to save those
resources for other solar applications that would have more practical
uses in the community. ' Perhaps we could introduce solar appliances to
sectors of the community where there is not a proven capacity at the
moment,

The government is committed to supporting the introduction of solar
equipment and hardware in the Northern Territory. We will continue to
look at every particular case on its merits. This case was very
difficult to justify on financial grounds.

Mr COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

In view of the heartening nature of the honourable Minister for Mines
and Energy's statement on the economies of solar air-conditioning
what programs does the government have to introduce this system into
its own building programs?

Mr Speaker, tonight the energy section of the Department of Mines and
Energy, together with the Department of Transport and Works, will
canvass the application of solar hardware in Northern Territory
buildings. To date, the only suitable structures for the proposed
system are the Housing Commission units at Casuarina.

The -particular system that has been developed in Western Australia has
to be retained in close proximity to the area that is intended to be

. air-conditioned. It is extremely difficult to situate it on the roof

and pump the cool air from the solar unit down into the basement. While
it may have an application on the roof of a restaurant, it is un-
suitable for very high-rise buildings.

We are considering the introduction of solar refrigerated air-condition-
ers into some government buildings, particularly a new health

centre which is planned for Dripstone. Some time ago, a Japanese firm
distributed literature advertising the first solar refrigerated air-
conditioner available on the Audstralian market. It was not completely
solar; it utilised a small electrical component. However, it was

the first commercial product to be offered for sale in Australia. I have
taken this matter up with the Directors of Mines and Energy and Health to
see whether these appliances could be installed in the new Dripstone
centre on a trial basis. If they are suitable, there would be a
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considerable cost-saving to the Northern Territory. Again, it is
a new principle and, man being as conservative as he is, not many
‘people in the community will rush out and purchase a trial unit at a
cost of $1,000 in the hope that it will have a suitable application.
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Mr ISAACS to CHIEF MINISTER

Since Christmas Day and New Year's Day will fall on a Tuesday this year,
will the Northern Territory government follow the lead given by the
Victorian and New South Wales governments in proclaiming both the 24th

" and the 31lst of December public holidays?

ANSWER
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I have not given this matter any consideration. It certainly has not
been drawn to my attention by my advisers and, unfortunately, I have
not had a chance yet to look at the days on which Christmas and New
Year fall.” Since it has been brought to my attention by the Leader of
the Opposition, I will seek advice from the Public Service Commissioner
and my departmental head and I will attempt to provide some information
before the sittings concludes.

Mr VALE to MINISTER for HEALTH

Have orthodontists been engaged in the Alice Springs and Darwin areas
as foreshadowed by the minister earlier this year?

The recruitment of an orthodontist to the Alice Springs area has been
successful and I had the good fortune to meet the new orthodondist down
there during my last visit. He seems to be well supplied with a workload
that he did not think would abate in the near future. In the Top End,
we have an orthodontist appointed to the Health Department and we

are recruiting a second one. We have been very fortunate in securing
the services of a second orthodontist. Because of these 2 appointments,
it is anticipated that visits to places like Katherine, Tennant Creek
and Gove will begin in the new year.

Mrs LAWRIE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

Will he introduce this sittings a bill to close the loophole in the
Liquor Act which mitigates against the conviction of liquor traders for
the serving of liquor to under-age persons as was reported on After
Eight? '

I did not hear After Eight so I cannot comment on what was said. We
propose to introduce during these sittings about 20 amendments to the
Liquor Act which result from recommendations of the Liquor Commission.
They relate particularly to the administrative side of the commission's
activities rather than policy. With regard to the particular point
that the honourable member raises, I will have to check ‘and let her
know.

Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Has the government any plans for extending the reticulated water supply

to the rural area because of the great expense incurred by block owners
in sinking individual bores?
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ANSWER

There are no immediate plans to extend the water facilities to

© persons on rural blocks. The matter will be reassessed in the
light of regional plans that will be presented to the
Minister for Lands and Housing in due course. I would warn that, at
that time, there would be somé cost recovery aspects to be taken
into account and it may not be as clearcut as first thought.

1127 Ms D'ROZARIO to MINISTER for EDUCATION

Is it his department's intention to conduct in-service training courses
for immigrant teachers to improve their English language skills?

ANSWER

I undertake to provide the honourable member with the answer to that
question later in the sitting. I have no direct knowledge of a
specific program to improve the English language capabilities of
migrant teachers. As the honourable member would be aware, a wide
range of in-service programs are constantly going on and one would
assume that, if there was an identifiable need in that area, that
would be catered for. Nonetheless; I will seek a specific answer for
the honourable member. )

1128 Mr BALLANTYNE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

Has a decision been made on the siting of a new motor vehicle registry
office at Nhulunbuy and, if so, when will the branch be opened?

ANSWER

The proposed motor vehicle registry will be sited within the existing
space at the Transport and Works depot at Lot 42. The existing
arrangements will continue in the short term. The police department
will continue to carry out the testing function and the clerical
function will be carried out by a Transport and Works officer. Addit-
ional office accommodation is currently being provided at Lot 42 and
will be completed in early 1980. This additional accommodation will
house the existing clerk and the motor vehicle tester. The tester
will be appointed now and will be in Nhulunbuy some time in January.

1129  Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

A few years ago the Darwin Sailing Club and the Darwin Trailer Boat
Club applied- for extra land adjacent to their existing leases for the
purpose of parking their boats. A decision on this matter was
deferred until after the foreshore environmental study was completed.

- This has been completed for approximately 12 months. When can these
clubs expect a definite answer to their application?

ANSWER

I too would certainly seek.an early resolution to the question of
additional areas to be used by clubs like the Sailing Club for parking
boats and for car parking. As the honourable member for Fannie Bay
said, the foreshore management study has been completed. Unfortunately,
such studies often lead to others. There has been a recent study on

all foreshore areas of Darwin with a view to assessing the suitability
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of various sites for a marina which a number of parties have proposed
should be established. The Vesteys Beach area is one of the areas
which has been examined. Until such time as a number of decisions

have been made on such matters, it is not really proper that the

Darwin Sailing Club or others should be allocated specific land for

the parking of cars and boats. In the meantime, I understand that there
has been a fairly liberal attitude taken towards the Darwin Sailing

Club and its stacking or storing of boats on what is virtually a public
reserve. They will not be harassed in any way by inspectors until
such time as a satisfactory resolution can be found.

Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for EDUCATION

Is he aware of a letter from the Darwin Primary School Parents,
Teachers and Friends Association to the Director of Education asking
about the provision of school furniture, fire protection, detection
equipment and a public address system? If so, what action will he
take to ensure that these matters are treated as a matter of urgency?

The matters referred to by the honourable member for Port Darwin have
already been treated as matters of urgency. I understand that, a
couple of years ago, there was a rather extraordinary foul up in that
the furniture purchased for Darwin Primary School apparently went else-
where. There is nothing to be benefitted by canvassing that any further.

I understand that the question of furniture has now been largely over-
come by a mutual arrangement between 2 principals. The Principal of
Darwin Primary School is one of these people and is satisfied by the
arrangement. Certainly, the department has been in constant commun-
ication on this issue with the Principal of Darwin Primary School.

In respect to the question of fire alarms and a public address system,
the public address system contract has now been let. I understand
that the Department of Transport and Works are looking after that
particular system which will have the dual purpose of fire alert.

I undertake to vigit Darwin Primary School probably next

Monday. If the honourable member will meet me at the airport, I will
go straight to Darwin Primary School and have a look at the problems
first hand. My understanding is that the design of the building is
such that making an exit in the event of a fire emergency is very easy

indeed. The main problem is to alert staff and students to the

presence of the fire as early as possible. By combining the fire alert
facilities with the public address system, we hope to overcome any
problems which may exist at the moment.

Mr ISAACS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

Is the minister yet in a position to supply me with an answer to
question 201 which I asked on 28 November 1978? This concerns

a lease agreement between V.B. Perkins and the Northern Territory
Port Authority? Can the minister inform me whether a lease
agreement has been completed and, if not, why not?
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I am not in a position to provide that information at the present
time.

Mr VALE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

Can he advise whether certain organisations and buildings within the
Northern Territory will now be charged at domestic rather than
commercial electricity rates and whether churches are included in
those organisations?

There was an announcement several months ago to the effect that
Cabinet has agreed that electricity rates for churches were to be
charged at the domestic rate rather than at the commercial rate. It
was Cabinet's view that this would be a big help to the churches con-
cerned. Cabinet also agreed to charge people who run boarding houses,
accommodation quarters, banks and similar institutions

at the domestic rate rather than at the industrial rate. An anomaly
existed in the regulations to the Electricity Commission Act that made
it compulsory for the commission to charge the commercial rate for
electricity for accommodation that was provided adjacent to premises
in which a business was operating. It seemed to be an unreasonable
burden to place on people who ran institutions of this type and who
provided a great deal of accommodation in the Northern Territory
community generally. Where any organisation has accommodation adjacent
to its business premises, it may now have that metered at the
residential rate.

- Gabinet is also in the process of giving consideration to praviding

1133
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18122.801—28

domestic power rates for caravan parks. We have a difficult situation
in the Northern Territory in that caravan parks, which normally provide
a service to the touring public, are often used as permanent home sites
for people who cannot obtain accommodation or land in the wider
community. We are looking at the possibility of extending this con-
cession to caravan park operations because so many of the residents

in those parks are permanent dwellers who, if they had the opportunity,
would move into the wider community where they could obtain power at
residential rates. I would be happy to make a further statement on
that -in the future. :

Mr DOOiAN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT AND WORKS

What action has been taken by the Primary Industry Division on the
interim report on agricultural and horticultural development compiled
by Queensland consultants to the Northern Territory government?

Mr SPEAKER: I believe that was answered yesterday.

Mr BALLANTYNE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

What steps must be taken to see that comment is received from as
broad a spectrum as possible before the new Mining Bill is debated?

The honourable member would recall from the text of the second-reading
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speech that it is the government's intention to include as many people
and organisations as possible in the consideration of the new mining
legislation. Times have changed dramatically since the pick and
shovel days. Because mining has such an impact on so many areas of
the community and it will become more important by the year 2000 when
society will be that much more sophisticated, it is important that
everybody should have an opportunity to consider the legislation.
Copies of the legislation and related material have been sent to 142
mining companies throughout Australia, most of whom are active in or
have an involvement with the Northern Territory in some way. The
legislation has been sent to Commonwealth ministers and departments
and all relevant state government departments for their comments.

In the Northern Territory, copies have been sent to the Environment
Council, the Aboriginal Tand Councils, the Heritage Commission and
other organisations. We are looking forward to receiving their
comments.

One interesting thing that has come out of the circulation of the bill
was that we received an approach from AMIC through the local chapter

of the Chamber of Mines to hold a forum in a southern city because most
mining company people would be able to attend. Discussion could take
place on the actual mechanics and land administration side of the
legislation because they are so important to everybody on a day to day
basis. That seemed to me to be a very practical suggestion. I have
informed the Chamber of Mines that, if they organise it, we will make
the staff available to participate in the workshop. I am sure that an
exercise like this will benefit the community as a whole.

Mr OLIVER to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

Can the minister advise me on the progress of the proposed lake at
Alice Springs?

The information that the honourable member requests is not

available to me at this stage. However, I am led to believe that
drilling, silt testing and early investigations have proved quite
satisfactory, This would enable the government to construct a lake
just above the old telegraph station. The cost of such a venture would
be in the order of $2m which would be quite an investment. I think
that the results of further studies should be available early next year.

Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Has a suitable position in the city yet been found for the Darwin
public library?

This particular question has been asked of me several times in the
House. At this stage, I am still unable to confirm that the library
services have secured premises within the city boundaries for the
operation of the Darwin library. However, I hope that some sucess-
ful negotiations might be held later this week or early next
week in relation to the selection of a location in the Smith
Street Mall.
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Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Will he confirm that the hobby room and other areas at Berrimah prison
which were designed for the rehabilitation and recreation of prisoners
are in fact being used to accommodate prisoners because of an excess
in numbers?

I received a report several weeks ago confirming that. However, I
am not sure of the current position. I will find out and supply her
with that information later in this sittings.

Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

Has the governmerit any future plans for the sealing of other roads
in the rural area of Darwin?

Obviously, there will be further developments in the sealing of roads
as time goes on. We are studying this with the help of consultants
who are in that area at present. A report should be available

by January next year which should provide an analysis of the existing
road networks and proposals for areas which we should look at. The
priorities of course for the sealing of roads in this area will be
dependent on this further information and the availability of funds in
the budget.
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Mr ISAACS to CHIEF MINISTER

Has the Northern Territory government held discussions with the
Australian Electoral Office over the conduct of the next Legislative
Assembly elections? If so, can he confirm that the Australian Electoral
Office will be responsible for the conduct of the next Assembly election?

The Northern Territory government has been holding discussions with . the
Australian Electoral Office for some 12 months regarding arrangements
for the conduct of Northern Territory elections to be held in the future.
On one occasion whilst I was in Canberra, in company with Northern
Territory government officials, I wpaid a courtesy call on
Electoral Officer and senior members of his staff. There was consider-
ation being given at one time for the appointment of a Northern Territory
government official as Chief Electoral Officer under the Northern
Territory Elections Act. However, I understand that the attitude of the
Australian Electoral Office was that, if it was to handle the conduct

of Northern Territory elections, then it required an officer of the
Australian Electoral Office to be appointed as Chief Electoral Officer
rather than do the work on an agency basis. Arrangements are virtually
in the process of finalisation - although it may take a couple of months
more — for an officer from the Australian Electoral Office to be
appointed Chief Electoral Officer of the Northern Territory. When the
Electoral Bill is assented to, I would expect that staff of the Aust-
ralian Electoral Office will be responsible for the conduct of future
Northern Territory elections.

Mrs LAWRIE to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

Can he indicate whether the offer of a health team to be sent to East
Timor has been 'accepted by the authorities?

The offer by the Northern Territory government to provide a team of
health officials to go to East Timor was made about 10 days ago by the
Chief Minister to the Minister for Foreign Affairs in Canberra. To my
knowledge, there has not been any response to the offer. When there is,
the details will be made available to the House.

Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Several areas in the Port Darwin area are still to be connected to the
main sewerage system. These areas include Myilly Terrace, Carey Street

and also Temira Crescent. Can he inform me when the main sewerage
system will be extended to include these areas?

I understand that the items to which the member for Port Darwin refers
are on  the 1979-80 capital works program. The work is due to go to
tender in June 1980.

Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

The Elizabeth River people have been placed in an invidious position
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regarding access to blocks in stage 1 and stage 2 of the subdivision
done under Commonwealth requirements. Can the minister inform me of
the position of the proposed standard of roads for stage 3 of the
subdivision?

There certainly has been a great deal of difficulty experienced by
persons in that area. A subdivision was well under way in June 1978
when legislation was passed through this House which effectively stopped
all subdivisiens on freehold land in the Northern Territory until

such time as they had approval. In order to obtain aproval,
developers had to provide  at 1least an adequate access to

each parcel being subdivided. In the Elizabeth River area,

quite a number of people had purchased land and, while some work was
done on roads, the roads were never accepted by the Department of
Transport and Works as roads that it would maintain. There were other
difficulties associated with a particular crossing over the Elizabeth
River. The legislation effectively prevented further subdivisions.
Fortunately, in this particular situation, the developer still had a
large parcel of land in stage 3-which he proposed to complete and the
government was able to withhold approval for the completion of stage 3
until such time as roadworks had been brought up to a certain standard
and until a causeway over the upper reaches of the Elizabeth River had
been built. I have had a number of meetings with the developer and we
have reached an agreement on the construction of a causeway over the
upper reaches of the Elizabeth River and some associated roadworks. I
feel that there is an end in sight, fortunately, for the people who were
victims of the inefficient legislation which was in operation in the
Territory until last year when I moved in this House that we should pass
urgent legislation absolutely prohibiting further subdivisions without
approval. I believe that the case before us is a reinforcement that that
action was indeed necessary and has served its purpose.

Ms D'ROZARIO to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

Has the government recently given an undertaking to residents in the
Elizabeth River Estate that a causeway will be built over the Elizabeth
River and this causeway will be paid for by the government? If so, what
is the estimated cost of this structure and when is it likely to be
constructed? . -

In reply to the previous question, I mentioned I had a number of

meetings with the director of the company concerned about whose respons-
ibility it was to construct a crossing over the upper reaches of the
Elizabeth River having regard to the fact that it will service quite a
number of blocks belonging to this particular developer which he proposes
to develop. It will also service quite a large number of blocks that

he has already sold - land which was legally subdivided but which did
not have adequate access.  Those persons are now the responsibility of
the government in a strict sense. The causeway will also service future
subdivisions in the area. Thus, there are a number of people who will
benefit from that particular causeway. I have given an undertaking to a
number of people in the area that the government will build the causeway.
The estimated cost is $54,000 - that is a preliminary estimate - and the
developer has given me a verbal undertaking, which I am seeking to
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clarify in writing, that he will contribute $44,000 towards the
building of that crossing. The government will be contributing the
remainder.

1144  Mr COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION

Does the government intend to establish a Northern Territory Teaching.
Service on 1 January as planned and, if not, when will the government
establish such a service?

ANSWER

In answering the question, I might take some liberties with the terms in
which it was couched. I would assume that the honourable member's
question was promoted by an ABC press report yesterday in which the
Teachers Federation was reported to have said that, unless a firm prop-
osal is forthcoming from the government by 1 July next year, it will
take industrial action. I must say that I am very disappointed that the
Teachers Federation would take out on children what they see as a real
or imagined frustration between themselves and the government. Indeed,
if one is to canvass this question properly, one must ask why the
Teachers Federation is suddenly so anxious to have a Northern Territory
teaching service when it has always been the Northern Territory Teaching
Federation's policy to continue with the CTS. One can only assume that
the working party report envisages terms and conditions of employment
way beyond that which they presently enjoy. I suppose that that is a
subject for another day.

The Teachers Federation has been well aware that the report on the
establishment of a Northern Territory teaching service has been widely
circulated in the community over the last months. They are also well
aware that the time for expiry of submissions from the public

was 16  November and we already have threats of industrial
action. Mr Speaker, let me say that that sort of statement is a total
misrepresentation of the facts. . As I have said in this Assembly, the
federation has been asked to reconvene the working party to study the
submissions from the public. I have also indicated previously that, to
the best of my knowledge, they have declined to do so.. At the moment,
we are having a valuation done by the department and by various other
interested departments such as Treasury in relation to the financial
implications of the report. The Public Service Commissioner is studying
the administration of the type of system envisaged. When all of that is
collected, it will be condensed into a paper for Cabinet's consideration
as soon as possible.

I want to see the establishment of a Northern Territory teaching service
by July 1 next year and not just a proposal. Let me reiterate that no
threat of any kind is going to remove this government's commitment to the
widest possible consultation of the public in matters concerning education.

1145 Mr BALLANTYNE to CHIEF MINISTER
This relates to the Employment (Leave of Absence) Bill inquiry. Can the
Chief Minister tell me what stage the inquiry has reached and whether
a date has been set for its completion?

ANSWER

Certain correspondence has been dispatched to the gentleman whom we
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proposed to appoint as the person to conduct the inquiry. That
person has been so appointed by the Executive Council. I am not aware
when the retired Judge from the Conciliation Arbitration Commission
will come to the Northern Territory. I can ascertain that inform-
ation for the honourable member before the conclusion of this sit-
tings.

Ms D'ROZARIO to MINISTER for EDUCATION

What arrangements are being made for school children attending
Anula and Wulagi schools to attend swimming classes. at Casuarina
swimming pool now that funding for this specific purpose has been
discontinued? : )

Before I answer the question, a little bit of history is necessary.
Funding for swimming and road safety programs is an extemsion of
benefits which flowed from the cyclone, if indeed benefits did flow
from the cyclone. This is a benefit which no other school children
in the Northern Territory have ever received. It was a special
allowance for excursions originally made to schools in Darwin

because of their destroyed or semi-destroyed state. It was a special
disability grant which was only applied to Darwin children as a
result of the cyclone. On my understanding, as the building settled
down and those purposes were no longer relevant, the special alloca-
tion was never terminated. These funds were channelled - and quite
rightly; I am not criticising it ~ into specific programs of
swimming training and road safety training both of which are highly
desirable activities. However, there is a limit to the amount of
money available for every endeavour. I would like to see funds
available for pools and road safety cycle tracks for children every-
where in the Northern Territory. Nonetheless, this is quite impossible
in the present economic circumstances.

To answer the question specifically, the general school-based funding
for the year has been seriously eroded in Darwin schools because they
anticipated that this special fund would continue. As a result, the
general one-line funding which covers 4 areas in school-based funding
is nhow somewhat depleted as a result of the continuation of these
programs which were not specifically funded this year. In light of
that, I have asked the department to find the money to reinstate those
programs at least for the balance of this year. To pick up that pro-
gram for less than half the year for Darwin alone will cost between
$15,000 and $20,000. It gives some idea of the cost of bussing. If
you were to amplify that right throughout the Territory, it would
give you some idea of the staggering cost of those sort of excursions.

Mr ISAACS to CHIEF MINISTER

In. view of the fact that 6 out of the 19 Legislative Assembly seats,
as at 19 October 1979, were outside the 207% tolerance of electorates,
will the Chief Minister give an assurance that a redistribution. of
all electorates in the Territory will be carried out before the next
Assembly election?

I am not at present aware of the figures for the various Legislative
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Assembly seats but, before any assurance can be given as to whether a
redistribution will be effected, certain factors would have to become
known. Amongst those factors would be whether the Electoral Office has
embarked on a campaign to register voters which has taken place only in
certain seats and not in others as yet and other factors so that a true
picture of the position can be ascertained. For instance, I am aware in
my own electorate that there are many persons whose names are on the
roll but who have moved out of the electorate and, of course, there

is the continual registration of new electors. Whilst the

Leader of the Opposition may well be quoting figures which are available
at the Electoral Office at the present time, perhaps further examination
of these figures- and some effort by the Electoral Office to establish
the true position in all the electorates may be necessary before a
decision on a redistribution can be taken.

Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for HEALTH
What steps is he taking to minimise the risk of introduction of exotic

disease ..both human and animal, into the Northern Territory as the
result of recent arrangements whereby large numbers of Taiwanese fishing

~ boats are to be based in Darwin?

ANSWER

The Northern Territory Health Department role is tied up with the
federal Department of Health's quarantine services. We act in cooper-
ation with and as an agent for the federal department in these matters.
My understanding is that both the federal and local departments have
taken particular measures to ensure that plant and animal species do not
come ashore from the boats. There has been a great deal of comment in
the press about the fact that there are animals and birds, particularly
fowls, on these boats. The people involved have advised me that that is
not in fact the case. The particular concern is with rodents which are
likely to come ashore from boats that come to Darwin. The quarantine
people board these vessels, confiscate any food, meat or animals that
happen to be on board and fumigate the boat for any other things that
are likely to bring disease into Australia. It is interesting to note
that the quarantine people have not recorded, to my knowledge, any
fowls or animals coming ashore in Darwin. One other interesting point
that was brought to my notice some time ago was that most of the boats
that have come to Darwin in the last 12 months have had a fumigation
certificate which they received in their port of disembarkation. It is
quite obvious that the people on these boats were expecting quarantine
investigators to be quite strict with them and they have taken the
precaution, in the first place, of having their boats fumigated to make

~ their passage a little easier.

1149

ANSWER

Mr COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

Is it true that 7 senior officers of the Mines Branch at either E4 or
E5 level have resigned from the branch since 1 July.

I do not have any details on the number of officers that have departed
from the Mines Branch at that level. I ask him to place the question
on notice. '
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Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

Why was the Darwin rural area, including Berrimah, given only

$80,000 for the re-gravelling of rural roads out of what I understand is
a total allocation of $11.5m for repairs and maintenance in the

Northern Territory?

I ask her to place the question on notice.
Mr PERKINS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

What is the current proposal by his department for the establishment of
a sewerage farm in the Alice Springs area?

It is well known that there is no current proposal for a sewage farm

at Alice Springs. We did have a farm on the program at an earlier time
but the council objected to that through the town planning processes

and we withdrew our proposition. I understand that discussions are still
taking place between the Alice Springs corporation and senior officers

of the Department of Transport and Works. If a sewerage farm is proposed.
at a later time, we will support it.

Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

The last annual report received from the former Mines Branch was for
the financial year 1968-69. Is it intended to re-institute the pub-
lication of annual reports on Territory mining?

ANSWER

The short answer is yes and I believe the first onme is being printed
now. : h

D'ROZARIO to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

In view of the extensive redevelopment which has taken place over recent
months in the Smith Street Mall, what is the future use of the former

-government tourist office site and when is it expected that this site

will be developed?

The future use of the site in question is still under consideration by
the government. At the moment, it is our intention that the site will
be used for the Darwin operations of the Northern Territory Tourist
Board which will shortly become the Tourist Commission. The centre of
the mall will be an ideal spot for that purpose. ‘However, until such
time as the car parking situation in the central business district is
resolved, it is difficult to ascertain the size of buildings to go on
particular. sites. This is very relevant to that site. There is no
specific public car park near the site and it is an unusual site in
that it does not back on to West lame. In fact, there is a small parcel
of land at the vear of the block which completely isolates it at the
present time. Technically speaking, except from the mall, there is no
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access whatsoever which is fine for pedestrians but not for other
purposes. There are a number of problems to be resolved in relation

to the block and its future development. I hope that they are resolved
in the near future. The provisions of multi-storey car parking facil-
ities in Darwin will also help to clarify all the issues.

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for HEALTH

Will he confirm that doctors on duty at Darwin Hospital have been
instructed to advise patients to seek treatment from private practition-
ers rather than from the hospital outpatients department and was this
decision made as a result of concern expressed by private practitioners
about competition from Health Department services?

I have no knowledge of the instruction to which the honourable member
for Fannie Bay has alluded. I ask the honourable member to provide cases,
ingtances and the names of people involved because I would like to
follow the matter up. '

Mr ISAACS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

Can he inform the House of the electricity needs for a uranium enrich-
ment plant and can he indicate the cost of such a plant?

The honourable member has raised a question that requires a great deal
of detail to answer. I would prefer that he put it on notice because
the size of an enrichment plant governs any demands for power. If

the honourable member has any particular size of unit in mind, I

would be happy to provide information for him,

Mrs LAWRIE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Why does the Motor Vehicle Registry no longer place on car registra-
tion stickers the date of expiry of registration, the car engine

number nor any other means of identification linking the sticker to
the car?

I ask the honourable member to place that question on notice.
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Mr ISAACS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Is his department responsible for youth employment programs? If so,
what initiatives are being taken this year to provide jobs for 962
unemployed young people in the Northern Territory?

My department is not responsible for any youth employment programs.
However, my department has had several discussions with the Commonwealth
Department of Employment in an effort to have it continue the wvarious
programs which it operates in the Northern Territory such as the EPY
course which is conducted by the Darwin Community College.

I believe that the Chief Minister will make a full statement on the
unemployment problem in the Northern Territory during this sittings.

Mr VALE to CHIEF MINISTER

If Katherine is the most racist town in Australia, as claimed last
week by the honourable member for Victoria River, what does the Chief
Minister propose to do about it? '

I recall the honourable member for Victoria River saying that Katherine
was the most racist town in Australia but I for one do not accept such
a statement. I believe that we certainly have our problems in the
Northern Territory. People have problems everywhere in Australia.
There are problems between people of all sorts of ethnic groups right
around this country and we must all work together to solve the various
problems. At the present time, there is no doubt that, in some
circumstances, unemployment exacerbates problems. Indeed, -
problems often occur because people do not have enough

to occupy themselves either physically or mentally. I cert-
ainly do not accept the statement that Katherine is the

most racist town 1in Australia. I believe that, if the
honourable member reflected on that statement, he would
probably seek to qualify it.

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Has the Marriage Guidance Council been forced to close its Alice Springs
office due to lack of funds and is the closure of the Gove office
immipent for the same reason? Will the minister review his recent
decision not to approve additional funding so that the work of this
worthwhile organisation can continue?

I will advise the member at a later hour.

Mrs PADGHAM-PUKICH to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

What is the current position regarding people in the rural areas
paying bonds or levies and undertaking to use the minimum amount of
electricity before their blocks are connected?
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The previous regime in the Northern Territory under the Commonwealth
government had a system of minimum accounts or bonds that people were
required to enter into to enable them to obtain electricity on their
blocks. While it served a very useful purpose, the Electricity
Commission felt that it could come up with a better arrangement to
provide a rural electrification scheme that would be much more wide-
spread than the previous program. My understanding is that, where
previous consumers had an agreement or contract with the government for
the minimum sale of electricity, they could enter into a new agreement
with NTEC or they could continue with the present scheme. I under-
stand that only one person has opted to change at this stage.

Mrs LAWRIE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

Has the working party established to report on the examination and
development of legislation to control the ingredients of stockfeed,
including antibiotics, yet reported to the minister and, if not, when is
it likely that the report will be forwarded?

We did promise that the report would be completed by the end of this
year but I have not seen it as yet. I will let the honourable member
know in due course.

Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

Is- the Darwin Planning Authority continuing to waive parking require-
ments under section 38B?

There has been some difficulty in Darwin with regard to planning

and building approvals. Some discussion ensued yesterday in this
House on this matter. The Planning Authority has deferred or declined
to make a decision on at least 2 applications before it to waive

the provision of car parking for developments in the central business
district in Darwin pending an agreement with the Northern Territory
government on a solution to the financial problems of establishing
permanent multi-storey car parks in Darwin. As I mentioned earlier
during these sittings, a submission on this matter is about to go to
Cabinet for decision. Until such time as the Planning Authority and
the city council can be assured that there is a solution in sight, I
understand that they are taking the attitude that they will not waive
further car parking provisions in the central business district. This
is causing some problems to developers at present.

Mr ISAACS to CHIEF MINISTER

What action is being taken by the government to reform the law of
rape?

This is an interesting question because I may have mentioned this
matter in this House earlier. If I have not, I regret that I have not
done so. It is certainly fairly common knowledge that the government
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is undertaking a reform of the whole of the criminal law, not just the
law in relation to rape. That well-known Darwin newspaper, that
unbiased organ of journalistic freedom, the Darwin Star, carried a
story some months ago to the effect that the Chief Minister had
appointed one of his cronies as a consultant to assist the government
in carrying out its reform of the criminal law. In fact, the position -
is that, .quite some time ago, the Department of Law, the Solicitor-
General, the Crown Prosecutor and the Crown Counsel, together with a

Mr Connolly, a very senior member of the Queensland bar, engaged in a
mammoth study of the Northern Territory's criminal law which is scattered
through various pieces of legislation, principally in the Criminal Law
Consolidation Act.

After lengthy consultations with the judges of the Northern Territory '
Supreme Court, the Law Society and other interested parties, Mr
Connolly embarked on the codification of the Northern Territory's
criminal law because it was believed, as a matter of policy, that it
was probably best that there should be a complete criminal code produced.
Because Queensland was the leading code state, it was decided that a
Queensland counsel should be employed. This first draft code

has 1in fact been produced and was some months ago. sent to

the judges of the Supreme Court for their comment. At present,
I understand we are still awaiting those comments. I would not like to
infer any criticism of those judges by saying that they have had the
document for 4 months or 3 months because there are 4 volumes of the
proposed code and I myself have only had time to read one as yet. It
is something that I do not think we should rush into; it is something
that should be given careful consideration. After the judges have

made their comments and these have been considered, the legal profession,
the civil liberties council and various other groups must be given
their opportunity to comment. Finally, I hope it will result in the
production of a bill that can be introduced into this House some time
next year. I believe it would need to go over probably at least 3
sittings so that everyone in the Territory and indeed around Australia
may examine it if they so wish. I might remark that our new code
includes the English Theft Act provisions which are quite an innovation.
I believe that criminologists, legal people and ordinary people right
around this country will want to pass comments on this bill, I do not
think that we should be in a hurry but I expect that this House will

.see it next year.

Mr BALLANTYNE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

When will the boat ramp at the town beach in Nhulunbuy be available to
the public? i

Work has proceeded on design, access roads and the parking facilities.
Clearances are being obtained from the Northern Land Council and we
expect to complete the work by the middle of next year.

Ms D'ROZARIO to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING -

When is it expected that the Aboriginal housing agreement, which is to

" be entered into with the Commonwealth government, will be signed?
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I expect that it-will be signed very shortly. The document has been
going back and forth between my office and the office of the federal
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs for some time to incorporate minor
changes., It is presently in his hands; I do not have the final
draft of the document. I cannot give a specific time but I expect
that it will be signed shortly.

Mr OLIVER to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

Is there a new or revised town plan for Alice Springs? If so, when
will it be available for public inspection?

A new draft town plan has been completed for Alice Springs. It has
ourrently been given to the Alice Springs corporation and a limited
number of other persons for their comments prior to going on formal
public display. I do not have a specific time for that display.

It must first go before the Alice Springs Town Planning Authority
for its consideration and possible amendment.

Mr VALE to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

This is a follow up to a question I asked last week about the
availability of residential land in Alice Springs. Can he advise
which blocks would be made available during the next 3 years and
in which areas they will be made available?

I have to apologise to the House and to the honourable member on
this matter. The information I provided to question 1099 for the
honourable member for Alice Springs, where it quoted a number of
figures for Alice Springs, was incorrect. It was my own fault
because I wrongly deciphered figures that were provided to me.

I would like now to correct the record. In terms of production

of house lots in Alice Springs, in 1980-81, there will be 40 lots
in Araluen, 50 lots in Sadadeen, 20 lots in Mt John, 40 lots at
Spenser Hill - a total of 150 lots. In 1981-82, the expected
turn-off is 50 lots in Araluen, 150 lots in Sadadeen, 60 lots in
Mt John, 40 lots at Spenser Hill - a total of 300. The provision
for units of accommodation in the multi-density area — home units
and flats - in 1980-81, there is expected to be 60 for the Mt John
and Sadadeen area and 70 for 1981-82.

Mr COLLINS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

My question is in relation to an answer I received to a question last
week. In view of the fact that the Mining Warden has ruled that he’
connot adjudicate in the matter of the Collia Mine dispute, what
circumstances have changed to allow that re-adjudication to take
place and when will it take place?
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I believe that the parties have asked that they be joined together
under another section of the act - I think it is section 180 - to
appear before the Warden to have the matter reconsidered.

1170 Ms D'ROZARIO to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

Does the Northern Territory Housing Commission have a pool of emergency
accommodation in Darwin for quick allocation to persons in necessitous

circumstances and, if so, what is the kind and approximate size of this
pool in terms of the number of households that could be accommodated?

ANSWER

As T understand the system, the Housing commission does not keep a
specific pool of houses set aside for emergency allocation. Because of
the size of its house turn-off, house acceptance from contractors and
houses handed back to the Housing Commission by tenants vacating, it has
a constant supply of houses available for reallocation. The Housing
Commission has a system whereby persons can make .application to bypass
the Housing Commission waiting list and seek emergency accommodation.
At present, it receives some 30 applications a month for emergency
accommodation. These are scrutinised very carefully because every
person who is able to obtain accommodation forthwith is, in fact,
disadvantaging hundreds of people who have been on the waiting list for
a long time and who may be paying a large percentage of their income
for private accommodation. At present, only 4 emergency allocations
per month are made out of the 30-odd applications. I understand a
separate pool of houses is not kept vacant wa1t1ng for an agreement to
house people in emergencies.

1171 ~ Mr VALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

The Stuart Highway north of Alice Springs to the foothills has been
reconstructed recently and a portion of that road is now open. Can the
minister advise when the whole of the newly reconstructed highway will
be open to traffic?

ANSWER

This is the road that Favaro went broke on by under-tendering for the
job which it could not complete. It was taken over by. the Department of’
Transport and Works. 'In an effort to show the department's spirit and
its skill in road work, it completed the road in very good time and

not very far outside the budgeted allocation. The road itself is
driveable at this stage. We are waiting for the Charles River crossing
to be completed. I understand that that is due for completion in
February and the honourable member may even have the pleasure of

opening it if he twists my arm.

1172 Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

When the new fire station is built at Parap, will the Daly Street
fire station continue to service the city area?

ANSWER

I do not know that all the processes have been completed to allow the fire
station to be built at Parap. On the assumption that the fire station
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may be built at Parap, I would suggest that the activities of the
Daly Street fire station would be reduced somewhat and that the
Parap fire station would provide all the activities that one would
associate with a fire headquarters. If the honourable member would
like to write to me or perhaps place the question on notice, she will
receive more information.

Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY
If there are subsequent connections of blocks to reticulated electricity

before the lapse of the bond or levy do these later block owners have to
pay a proportionate bond or levy and, if not, why not?

I ask that the quéstion be placed on notice.

Mrs LAWRIE to CHIEF MINISTER

When is it likely that people affected by the collapse of the Northumber-
land Insurance Company will be afforded some relief? Can he indicate
any further developments since his last answer. i

I cannot indicate any further developments since my last answer. After
the Northern Territory Cabinet approved a scheme, the Australian
government, which had resolutely resisted any contribution up to that

" stage, suddenly came good with an offer, the details of which I cannot
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recall. I thought the Department of Law would sort it out. I will
certainly ascertain the present position in order to try to resolve this
matter.

Mr BALLANTYNE to MINISTER for HEALTH

Last year considerable publicity was given to the worrying problem
of syphilis in the rural areas. At that time, the Department of
Health said that a control program was under way. Is he able to
indicate how that program is progressing?

The Department of Health has programs of public health control
continuing throughout the Territory. The attack that the department
has made on the VD problem in the Territory is meeting with some
success. There has been a 257 reduction in the notifications of
syphilis in the last year.

Mr PERKINS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS
Is he aware of a report in yesterday's NT News that the tourist
industry in the Top End is in jeopardy? If so, is it a fact that the

industry is being jeopardised by inadequate funding and a lack of
certain facilities in the Top End?

It sounds like a Dorothy Dix question. I certainly saw the article and
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went to the trouble of cutting it out. I thought that the report of
the Chairman of the Darwin Regional Tourist Promotion Association
lacked government information and that perhaps I should seek to hold
a symposium to bring people like the chairman up to date on various
tourist matters. I refute 99%% of what was said in the article and I
assume that it is an accurate publication of the initial press state-
ment.. The fact is that something like $12 to $13m is being spent on
tourism through other departments in the current budget. The
operational budget supports tourist bureaus in the south and provides
for a reasonable promotional campaign to have people visit the
Northern Territory. The article indicated that a director of tourism
was to be appointed. T would suggest that, if the act had been read,
it would have been noted that the position is a chairman/general manager.
It said that the 2-year job tenure was insufficient for any person to
construct and implement a cohesive plan to market the Territory's
tourist attractions. The 2-year term épplies to the part-time .
tourist commissioners and also to those people who will be appointed
to the Tourism Advisory Council.

Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

Will additional caravan parks be provided in the near future?

There is quite a lot of interest in this matter. We have applications
from developers seeking about 5 sites. Most of them have expressed
interest in a site within reasonable proximity of the foreshore. The
Darwin Planning Authority has been contemplating proposals put to

it for display of a rezoning at Brinkin to incorporate the additional
areas that the government.has undertaken to allocate to the Darwin
Community College and for residential and other purposes. I
specifically asked that my department put to the Plamning Authority the
subject of the provision of a caravan park at Brinkin and left it to the
Planning Authority and the department to decide what would be the most
suitable site.

I was not actually directing that a caravan park be put there but that
the proposal be displayed. I understand the planning authority has
rejected the concept of a caravan park being displayed for Brinkin.

As a result of that information which only came to hand this morning,

I will seek a report on why such a display has been rejected. It has
been my philosophy that, whilst the Plamning Authority is quite rightly
a very independent board, I believe that the government does have some
rights to have its proposals put on display to test public reaction. It
seems that the Planning Authority has decided - although. I have not
been advised of this formally - not to put the caravan park in the plan
for display.

I understand it has approved a display of a rezoning for a caravan

park at Coconut Grove which will provide quite a number of caravan
sites.. There are other applications in the system which will probably
receive a great deal of objection. An applicant has applied again

for a caravan park site on the vacant crown land on the old golf course
site this side of East Point. I am not sure whether the Planning
Authority will choose to exhibit such a plan again because this area has
a history of exhibition uses being rejected. I do share the honour-
able member's concern. With an increasingly mobile population in
Australia, increasing leisure time and matters such as the sealing of



QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - Wednesday 21 November 1979

1178

ANSWER

1179

ANSWER

1180

ANSWER

the South Road for which an undertaking has been given by the South
Australian Liberal government, I believe we should be developing more
caravan parks throughout the Northern Territory and they should be
of the highest possible standard to assist our tourist industry.

Mrs LAWRIE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

Concerning the joint Sumital Taiyo fisheries investigation to be
carried out in Northern Territory waters, could he advise who is
providing the surveillance machinery available to the authorities to
verify the operation of the joint fishing research as he indicated in
his speech last Tuesday?

I would need to clarify one point. I am not too sure of the word
"gurveillance". The honourable member might mean "observer™.

Mrs LAWRIE: I quote directly from his speech: "...comprehensive and
regular radio contact particularly in relation to navigational details
so that surveillance machinery available to authorities can be

used to verify they are indeed operating in accordance with

prior arrangements made with wus ...". Who is providing that
surveillance machinery?

Mr STEELE: I understand that it is under the administration of the
federal Department of Transport. There is a sub-unit of administration
that looks after coastal surveillance right across the north. T
understand that full reporting procedures have to be entered into, that
the vessels have to be numbered or marked in a certain way and that they
are limited to so many vessels. I understand also that, in respect of
the Taiwanese, for example, there is some self-discipline. If the
rules are broken in any way, the boat is sent back to Taiwan and another
is sent out. It is probably a little early to say just how effective
the surveillance will be but, if it is not effective, we will be the
first to criticise it.

Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

What does the Northern Territory government intend to do with the
McMinns. bore field?

We propose to rehabilitate and extend it.
Mr COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION

In view of the government's failure to utilise funds for the education
of unemployed youth in 1978-79 when only $14,000 of a $60,000 Common-
wealth grant was spent, can the minister assure the House that funds
made available for this purpose in 1979-80 will be spent?

I understand that the honourable gentleman's information on the
spending of the federal government allocations last year is correct. I
do recall receiving some advice as to why that occurred and I will
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certainly check that out and let him know what my formal advice is.
When I found out about it, I was extremely annoyed. I can assure the
House that it will never happen again.

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

In reply to a question on notice from the member for Victoria River

the Minister stated: "The location of the connector road between
Fitzer Drive and the Ludmilla Creek has been chosen to provide an
adequate buffer between Ludmilla north residents and the expected
traffic". Can he explain why it was seen necessary to provide such a
buffer for the residents in his electorate and not for the residents of
Fannie Bay where the level of traffic is expected to be even higher?

I would have assumed that the whole matter was fairly self-explanatory.
If you go through a built-up area, obviously there will be houses on
both sides of the road. The government has seen an opportunity to
provide a buffer to some people living in this area and that has been
provided. I think it is very simple.

Ms D'ROZARIO to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

What assistance is offered by the Northern Territory Housing Commission
to community organisations for the provision of non~residential
premises?

I am taxing my memory but I do not recall that the Housing Commission
has assisted any organisation with non-residential accommodation. If
the honourable member would care to place the question on notice or
write to me, I could clarify it for her.
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Mr ISAACS to MINISTER for MINES and ENERGY

In view of the lack of an appeal provision in the Liquor Act against
decisions of the Liquor Commission, is the government considering the
insertion of such a provision?

Not at this stage.
Mr VALE to CHIEF MINISTER

Following on his successful negotiations with the Minister for Post
and Telecommunications resulting in a direct broadcast of the Melbourne
Cup, has he had any negotiations with the federal minister concerning
the forthcoming Australian test cricket matches and, if so, what was
the result of those negotiations?

It was interesting to hear the petition this morning because, obviously,
the persons who subscribed to that petition are way behind events. I
suppose that is a product of the fact that perhaps they cannot hear the
radio. I do understand that, within 18 months or so, people in remote
areas of the Northern Territory should again be able to receive short
wave from Cox Peninsula. T understand that the federal government is
allocating funds for that purpose. The Northern Territory government
has taken action through the Restrictive Trade Practices Tribunal in
respect of the Packer agreement with the Australian Cricket Board of
Control. The hearing of the matter will commence within about a week
or so. It is difficult to know whether Territorians will be able to
see any test cricket on TV this year. Yesterday, I sent a further
letter to the Minister for Post and Telecommunications regarding the
coverage of major sporting events by the Australian Broadcasting
Commission, including coverage of the 1980 Olympic Games. ‘I thought

we should take steps now to do our best to ensure that people in this
remote area will see what their fellow Australian citizens down south
will be seeing.

I have made representation in the strongest terms to Mr Staley on the
basis that the ABC has a responsibility to provide a good all-round
service to people, especially in remote areas, and that the Territory
is virtually covered by the ABC in the absence of any other Territory-
wide media network. Therefore, the ABC has a special responsibility
for the Territory to ensure that we are kept well abreast of develop-
ments in the sporting world and, of course, in other areas as well. I
will report to the House from time to time on the success or otherwise
of my negotiations with the minister.

Mrs LAWRIE to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Is it his intention to institute any form of inquiry into the handling

of the dog problem in Darwin by the corporation prior to the passage
of the Dog Bill as requested by 1695 people of Darwin.

The matter is under consideration.
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Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

What is the current position regarding the recommissioning of the
North Australia Railway?

The Commonwealth has agreed to our proposal that we undertake a joint
study into the benefits and costs of a standard-gauge railway between
Alice Springs and Darwin and for the Australian National Railways to
identify the corridor for this railway so that the land can be
reserved. Work has commenced on both projects. The joint study team
consisting of Mr Grant Taylor, Commonwealth Department of Transport,
and Mr Bill Foo, Department of Transport and Works, is expected to
have its report completed by the end of the year. The Chief Minister
has written to the Prime Minister urging a Commonwealth commitment to
commence construction of the rail link within 5 years.

Mr OLIVER to CHIEF MINISTER

Is it the government's policy to utilise to the full the resources
of the Northern Territory Tourist Bureau when making official travel
arrangements?

I have not given this matter any consideration. For instance, when I
make visits interstate or, infrequently, when I make visits overseas,
the people that we go directly to are the airlines concerned. I am not
sure whether any other ministers avail themselves of the services of
the Northern Territory Tourist Bureau nor am I aware whether any
departments avail themselves of those services. If the government
gave all dits business en masse to the Northern Territory
Tourist Bureau, it could cause some dislocation in the

travel industry. I doubt that the Tourist Bureau would be

in a position in Darwin to handle such an influx of business because
there are only about 6 staff in the office. It would mean that staff
presently employed in airlines offices would probably not have enough
work to do. Whilst I appreciate the question and will certainly

.look into the matter, I think it could cause problems. The North-

ern Territory Tourist Bureau should direct its efforts more towards
the promotion of tourism outside the Territory and satisfying the
requirements of visitors to the various centres in which the bureau has
offices rather than actually directly selling plane tickets.

Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for EDUCATION

There has been concern expressed in my electorate as to the future of
the Larrakeyah Primary School. This is a growing and much needed
school in the Darwin area. What is the future of the Larrakeyah
Primary School and when can it be expected that the existing facilities
will be brought up to the standard of existing primary schools?

Let me assure the honourable member that there are no plans that I am
aware of to phase out the operations of the Larrakeyah Primary School.
Nonetheless, I think it is the responsibility of any govermment to
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maximise the use of the resources which are available to it. - There

is no question that the 2 primary schools in the greater Darwin
district together have a smaller student population than one of the
average northern suburbs primary schools. When we talk about upgrading
the facilities to the standard of other primary schools, it would

be absolutely impossible to upgrade Larrakeyah without bulldozing

it and rebuilding it completely which is probably not warranted

having regard to population densities.

To answer the question of providing additional materials to the school,
I indicated to the House the other day that one particular school
gained from the loss of the Darwin Primary School. That school was
Larrakeyah and one would presume that its furniture and fittings are
in good order. Nonetheless, there are deficiences at that school,
such as playground equipment, and the department has this in mind.

As funds become avilable, those facilities will be upgraded.

There is the further problem of unsightly ground adjacent to Larrakeyah.
That ground is a very steep slope and is unsuitable for a playground.
The best thing that I can do is to take the matter up with the Chief
Minister in his capacity as minister responsible for the Territory Parks
and Wildlife Commission so that that area is upgraded to be a more
aesthetically pleasing piece of ground. :

Mr ISAACS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

- Will the minister take steps to ensure that traffic lights are erected

ANSWER

at the Berrimah intersection of the Stuart Highway and McMillans
Road? If not, what steps are being taken to make this potential death
trap a safer intersection?

I can only say that we could look at the matter. I would not say

" positively here today that we will put lights on that major highway.
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I understand that there have been some problems. I will have the matter
examined.

Mr BALLANTYNE to MINISTER for EDUCATION

My question relates to a parking problem with school buses outside
Naulunbuy Area School. Has the minister taken any steps to
improve the parking facilities for these .buses because there
is a safety problem? If so, when does he envisage such
work will .commence? -

I have been aware of the difficulty at Nhulunbuy Area School for some
time having visited the place on several occasions. We have taken
steps with the Department of Transport and Works to increase the area
available to buses. That work should commence very shortly with a view
to being completed some time early in the first term of next year. It
is proposed to provide parking for at least 4 buses. One would assume
also that, if you have a problem with safe depositing of children from
buses, the same would apply to cars. It is unlikely that there would
be 4 buses there at any one time. This would allow a safe spot for
parents to deposit children from cars.
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Mr COLLINS to MINISTER for EDUCATION

Is it the minister's intention to establish an advisory council for
handicapped children?

It would be somewhat misleading to say yes because, in effect, there
already is an advisory committee which makes final recommendations on
the placement of students in such places as the Darwin Special School.
The question obviously relates to the formalisation of that in the
terms of the Education Act. That would be my intention Mr Speaker.

Mrs PADGHAM-PURICH to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

What plans does the Northern Territory government have to build a
third major water storage for Darwin and environs?

It is planned to build a third major water storage when it is
required. We are looking at options at present and the necessary
planning is underway.

Mr .DOOLAN to MINISTER for INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Under what conditions and which crops will be covered by the operations
of the crop development scheme for 1979-80? What staff are available

to service the scheme and what markets are available for crops grown
in the Northern Territory.

I ask the honourable member to place his question on notice.

Mrs LAWRIE to CHIEF MINISTER

" Has the panel of 3 members to report to the Territory government on the

ANSWER
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applications regarding the proposed takeover of Connair yet met
physically? If not, can he indicate when they will be meeting and if
the 2 members who come from outside the Territory will be required to
stay in the Territory to report as soon as possible?

I am not in a position to provide that information. I would ask the
honourable member to place the questions on notice. Furthermore, T
would consider the proposition put forward by the honourable member in
the last question to be rather unreasonable. '

Mr VALE to TREASURER
Can the Treasurer advise the House whether the Northern Territory

government loan-raising program which closes tomorrow has been success-
ful?

It does appear that the government's loan will be fully subscribed.
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As at 19 November, a total of $7,176,000 was subscribed to the
Northern Territory government's $10m program. It was pleasing to note
that $5.3m came from Territory residents and institutions based in
the Territory. There were 243 contributions under $50,000 which
amounted to $427,000. I suspect that most of those were probably
from small individual investers. It is very heartening to see that
people are prepared to put their faith in the Territory. It is

quite an attractive investment which has been put on the market for
the first time. It séems that it has been a very successful exercise.

Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSiNG

An Aboriginal spokesman was quoted in the NT News yesterday as saying,
"They are complaining that people are camping everywhere but it is

no use trying to shift them if there is nowhere to shift them to".
What progress has been made to provide land for transient Aboriginal
campers in the Darwin area and, in particular, will land be provided
near the new Casuarina Hospital for Aboriginal campers?

In Darwin, there have been 3 needs claims settled. The Railway Dam was
the first one and I understand that development is proceeding there

at the present time. Kulaluk was recently handed over and this is
quite a4 substantial area. The third one which has been completed is
the Knuckey's Lagoon lease which has not been formally handed over but
people are aware that it is theirs. It has not been formally handed
over because problems have arisen in arranging a handover ceremony. At
present, I do not know of further needs applications to the government
from Aboriginals in towns in the Northern Territory. The member for
Fannie Bay specifically referred to land in the vicinity of Casuarina
Hospital. I do not think any application has been made for any
specific land there but we would certainly consider the matter if one

" is made.
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Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for HEALTH

Is he able to provide any further information about the government's
offer to send a volunteer health unit to East Timor?

The honourable member for Nightcliff raised this matter on 2 occasions.
As a result of her reference to the issue last night, we had depart-
mental officers take the matter up with the federal government which

is considering this issue. Honourable members would all appreciate
that we have to operate within the framework of a national effort in
offering assistance to Timor. It is not possible for us to fly off

on our own. I would like to advise the House of the contents of a
letter between the Chief Minister and the Prime Minister making the
offer and then consequently advise the House of the subsequent result:

My Dear Prime Minister, My government' is anxious that the
Northern Territory should make a practical offer to the
Commonweal th government with regard to the famine situation
in Kampuchea and, more particularly, in East Timor. Australia
is assisting these countries on a large scale with food
supplies, additional funds and specialist personnel.
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I believe the Northern Territory is in a position to assist in

a modest way with Northern Territory Department of Health
volunteers. In my view, we should actively consider the position
of aid to our neighbour East Timor and I understand we could, in
all probability, raise a Northern Territory volunteer health unit
from the Department of Health consisting of a doctor, 4 or more
nurses, a dietician and administrative support. Such a team could,
of course, only operate as a part of an overall Australian or

Red Cross relief organisation having its own logistic support
system, equipment and supplies

If you consider the above offer is necessary and acceptable, I
will make the Secretary of the Department of Health, Dr Gurd,
available to assist in making more detailed arrangements with
officials you may wish to nominate.

Yours,
Paul Everingham.

There has been a great silence since that letter was transmitted to
Canberra. . At the time the offer was made, we regarded the matter as
one of urgency because we felt that every day that went by was just
another unnecessary day of suffering and famine for people on the
other end. Last night, I received a reply from the Department of
the Prime Minister:

A proposal to send a medical team to East Timor is under consider-
ation. The whole guestion of aid is one that has to be handled
very carefully as it is a matter of what can be proposed to the
Indonesian government which will be accepted by them.

The Australian government is most anxious not to disturb
negotiations in getting food directly to Timor rather than
through Jakarta and it is a question of weighing up whether
the offer of a medical team may upset these other priority
arrangements.

The department assures us that the matter is being actively
pursued and they will let us know something definite as soon
as it can be arranged.

For the information of members, we will follow up the matter by con-
tacting the federal government every 2 or 3 days until there is a
result because it seems to me it is taking them an unnecessarily
long time to consider an offer of the sort that we have made.

Ms D'ROZARIO to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

In view of his undertaking that the government will contribute
$10,000 to the construction of a causeway over the Elizaheth River,
has he made any inquiries as to whether the owmers of land in other
subdivisions in the rural area would benefit from improved access to
their land? TIf so, does the government intend to contribute to the
cost of improving access in the same way that it is assisting the
subdividers of the Elizabeth River estate?
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One would not have to be very bright to assume that the government
contribution to other roads in the area would be of benefit to land
owners. That was a rather ridiculous question that the honourable
member for Sanderson posed. The government has the responsibility to
make and upgrade all public roads in the Northern Territory many of
which are of a fairly poor standard. However, if a developer lodges

a current application the government can say: "Well, if you are

going to subdivide this parcel of land and therefore reap the benefits,
you will have to provide a reasonable standard of access to it". This
of course has only been possible in the Darwin rural area where most

of the freehold land is. Amendments to the relevant legislation in
this House last year, over which the opposition fought very. savagely
stopped a whole range of subdivisions right in their tracks including
the one at Elizabeth River. We are able to say to the developer,
"Unless you contribute fairly towards this crossing, which admittedly
will benefit more than simply the landowners to whom you will sell

your land, you will not receive approval for the rest of your subdivis-
ion'". The government has an on-going program of maintaining roads.
Where other people will reap great financial benefits from subdivisions,
we are asking them to contribute to public roads and public crossings
which provide access to their subdivisions whether or not these also
provide access to other people.

1201  Mr HARRIS to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

Is it proposed that the government will support the establishment of
a marina in the Darwin area?

ANSWER

The government does support the establishment of a marina in Darwin.

In fact, it has undertaken preliminary studies into a range of sites
that might be considered. Some of the sites mentioned in reports are
subject to further envirommental clearances. In due course, I imagine
that Cabinet will take the view that further feasibility studies should
be undertaken. ‘

1202 Mr DOOLAN to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

Is there a likely or guaranteed market for rice grown in the Northern
Territory? Will the Northern Territory government be bearing in mind
the famine and starvation in Kampuchea and East Timor in formulating

its policies on cropping for 1979-80. ’

ANSWER

It is very hard to obtain a guaranteed market for any crop grown in
the Northern Territory. At present, the Northern Territory government
guarantees certain prices to growers. The only 2 growers in the
Northern Territory who are making some money are Ron Hersey at
Katherine and Ian Dahlenburg at Ti Tree. The Dahlenburg story is not
as widely known as it should be. He has 5000 table grape vines and,
this year, he will be in the Adelaide market some 6 weeks before the
southern producers of table grapes. Samples of that crop will be sent
to South-east Asia to see if we can excite some interest in that
region. ’
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The tone of the honourable gentleman's question was partly answered

by the Minister for Health in his explanation about the health teams

to Timor. T think the explanation does relate back to the Common-
wealth government which prefers to coordinate all aid out of Australia.
I do not know of any other mechanism that could be used.

Mr VALE to MINISTER for TRANSPORT and WORKS

Can he advise if an amount of $3.2m was provided for in the 1979-80
capital works program to increase the Tennant Creek water supply to
meet the needs of the new abattoirs?

The answer is yes. It was provided for at the time the abattoir was
approved. The available information indicated that the Cabbage Gum
Basin would not have the capacity to provide sufficient water for the
operation together with other developments in the Tennant Creek area.
Supply from the Tennant Creek west bore field was therefore considered
and a cost advice estimate of $3.2m was given to supply water for the
abattoirs and other local needs.

In view of the considerable expense involved in developing this new

bore field and pipeline, investigations were resumed to update inform-
ation on the Cabbage Gum and Kelly Wells Basin. It is now known that
the potential of these bore fields is much greater than had previously
been proved. It will therefore be possible to defer development of the
Tennant Creek west bore field for some time. This item has been
deleted from the 1979-80 capital works program. As far as the original
project, the Division of Primary Industry was asked to assess the

real rural demand for irrigation water in the area and to determine
soil suitability. This information will be relevant to any future
development of the Tennant Creek west site. '

Mr COLLINS to MINISTER for COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Is he aware that 1980 is the International Year of Handdcapped
Persons? Is the government considering any action to mark this event?
Will the minister keep this in mind when he is considering applications
for community grants next year?

I am aware that next year is the International Year for the Handicapped.
I will take the honourable member's comments into consideration at the
time of the grants-in-aid for 1980-81 grants program.

Ms D'ROZARIO to MINISTER for LANDS and HOUSING

Can he confirm that one of the subdivisions of the Elizabeth River
Estate and the person with whom he has negotiated the construction

of the causeway over the Elizabeth River is, in fact, David Veale who
is also the Director of Land Development in his department?

I cannot confirm that because it is not true. The only person I have
had extensive discussions with on this matter and the only person, as I
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understand it, who has any interest in the further subdivision of the
area concerned is a Mr Lapira of Joondanna Investments.

1206 Mrs O'NEIL to MINISTER for HEALTH

On the late radio news on the ABC last night the Secretary of the
Department of Health confirmed that patients were in fact being turned
away from the Outpatients Department at Darwin Hospital. Will he
investigate this matter in view of the fact that he was apparently
unaware of this policy? Will he explain what he intends to do about
it?

ANSWER

I took this matter up with the Secretary of the Department, Dr Gurd,

and the advice I have on this particular matter is as follows:

"I wish to advise that no change of policy has taken place in the Darwin
Hospital. There are 3 outpatient departments at Darwin Hospital: one
which provides specialist consultation by referral; a casualty department
which works around the clock to deal with casualties and other emerg-
encies; and a third that deals with primary care needs of an urgent
nature". I am informed that the latter is not intended, designed or
staffed to provide a full general practitioner service and cases of a
non-urgent nature have always been referred back to a particular GP.

The situation has always been particularly difficult on public holidays
and weekends when people perhaps find it difficult to obtain the
services of their GP. As -a result, the available facilities become
overloaded and the hospital is unable to cope. A notice to this effect
has been displayed in the outside section of the outpatients department
in both English and Greek for the last 7 years, It comes back to an
issue of communication between people. If people going to outpatients
departments have no private practitioner and have always dealt with

the hospital, they should make that perfectly clear to the doctor or
the person to whom they are talking. It has been pointed out that, in
many cases, people who have their own private practitioner and know
they cannot obtain services after hours or weekends are quite happy to
be given immediate attention at the hospital. We are dealing with

2 different problems. I ask the member again to give me the names and
the instances involved so that we can pursue the matter and have it
rectified at a personal level.
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