
Joint correspondence - practising local building certifiers | Serial 77 

7 September 2026 

 
Oly Carlson MLA 
Chair, Legislative Scrutiny Committee 
Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory 
GPO Box 3721 
Darwin NT 0801 

 

Dear Chair and Committee Members, 

RE: Lands and Planning Legislation Amendment (Red Tape Reduction) Bill 2026 (Serial 77) 

 

We, the undersigned practicing building certifiers in the Northern Territory, write in relation to the proposed 
amendments to the Building Act 1993 (NT) and Building Regulations 1993 (NT) contained in Serial 77. We 
support the objective of improving administrative efficiency, reducing unnecessary delay and ensuring that 
building regulation remains effective and proportionate. 

However, from our practical review of the proposed building amendments, we are concerned that a number of 
the changes do not appear likely to reduce red tape and may instead introduce additional administrative steps, 
documentation, delay, cost and regulatory uncertainty for certifiers, builders, consultants and building owners. 

Examples include the removal of the established expression “in all material respects” from inspection and 
occupancy provisions, the proposed requirement for inspection certificates to be issued within 14 days of an 
inspection, additional reporting and documentary obligations, changes to reporting-authority processes and 
timeframes, and broader regulatory and enforcement provisions. While individual amendments may have a 
legitimate policy purpose, their combined operational effect should be tested carefully against the stated 
objective of red-tape reduction. 

Of particular concern is that these changes do not appear to have been the subject of sufficient or meaningful 
consultation with the local building certifiers who apply the Building Act and Regulations on a daily basis. 
Consultation after drafting is substantially advanced can make it difficult for practical consequences, unintended 
outcomes and workable alternatives to be properly identified before legislation is settled. 

We therefore respectfully ask the Committee to consider whether the building-law amendments should be 
subject to further targeted consultation before finalisation. Local building certifiers can provide practical 
examples of how the proposed provisions would operate on real projects, identify areas where additional red 
tape may arise, and suggest alternatives that may better achieve the Government’s stated objectives without 
reducing appropriate regulatory oversight. 

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with the Legislative Scrutiny Committee as a group, or to participate 
in any further industry consultation arranged by the Committee, to discuss these matters constructively. 

 
Yours faithfully, 
Local Building Certifiers of the Northern Territory 

Name Company / Practice & Position Signature 

Patrick Berts 
MOB Building Certifiers Pty Ltd 
Director  

 
Peter Dounas  

Dounas Group Pty Ltd  
Director 
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Building Practitioners Board Registration Check
Home > Results >

Practitioner Details

Name of Individual or
Company

Patrick (Paddy) Berts

Registration Number 211971BU

Category Building Certifier (Unrestricted)

Scope of Works
A building certifier may issue building permits and occupancy permits for all
classes of buildings or structures, in accordance with the requirements of the
NT Building Act, Building Regulations and provisions of the Building Code of
Australia.

Status ACTIVE

Independent Review Engineer N/A

Postal Address

Telephone Number

Mobile Number

Active Registration Periods
04/10/2018 - 04/10/2020
04/10/2020 - 04/10/2022
04/10/2022 - 04/10/2024
04/10/2024 - 04/10/2026

Conditions or Endorsements Restricted to projects on behalf of MOB Building Certifiers Pty Ltd and Acer
Forester Pty Ltd only

Related Company or
Individual

Acer Forester Pty Ltd
MOB Building Certifiers Pty Ltd

Feedback | Disclaimer/PrivayCopyright | Interpreter Services

Last Updated: 09/11/2026 11:41:15
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Building Practitioners Board Registration Check
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Practitioner Details

Name of Individual or
Company

Peter Dounas

Registration Number 56816BU

Category Building Certifier (Unrestricted)

Scope of Works
A building certifier may issue building permits and occupancy permits for all
classes of buildings or structures, in accordance with the requirements of the
NT Building Act, Building Regulations and provisions of the Building Code of
Australia.

Status ACTIVE

Independent Review Engineer N/A

Postal Address

Telephone Number

Mobile Number

Active Registration Periods

10/06/2009 - 10/06/2011
11/06/2011 - 10/06/2013
10/06/2013 - 10/06/2015
10/06/2015 - 10/06/2017
10/06/2017 - 10/06/2019
10/06/2019 - 10/06/2021
10/06/2021 - 10/06/2023
10/06/2023 - 10/06/2025
10/06/2025 - 10/06/2027

Conditions or Endorsements Restricted to projects for Hendry Group Pty Ltd and Dounas Group Pty Ltd
only.

Related Company or
Individual

Albright Services Group Pty Ltd
Dounas Group Pty Ltd
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Last Updated: 09/11/2026 11:42:19

Building Practitioners Board

Page 3 of 11

~ Prml lllis page 

http://www.bpb.nt.gov.au/home
http://www.bpb.nt.gov.au/members
http://www.bpb.nt.gov.au/meeting-dates
http://www.bpb.nt.gov.au/application-forms
http://www.bpb.nt.gov.au/practitioners
http://www.bpb.nt.gov.au/policies
http://www.bpb.nt.gov.au/links
http://www.bpb.nt.gov.au/contacts
javascript:void(printSpecial())
javascript:void(printSpecial())
https://www.ntlis.nt.gov.au/building-practitioners/index.jsp
javascript: history.go(-1)
http://www.bpb.nt.gov.au/feedback
https://nt.gov.au/copyright-disclaimer-and-privacy
https://nt.gov.au/interpreter-services
https://bpb.nt.gov.au/
https://nt.gov.au/
https://nt.gov.au/


Page 4 of 11

7 September 2026 

Oly Carlson MLA 
Chair, Legislative Scrutiny Committee 
Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory 
GPO Box 3721 
Darwin NT 0801 

Dear Chair and Committee Members, 

RE: Lands and Planning Legislation Amendment (Red Tape Reduction) Bill 2026 (Serial 77) 

We, the undersigned practicing building certifiers in the Northern Territory, write in relation to the proposed 
amendments to the Building Act 1993 {NT} and Building Regulations 1993 {NT) contained in Serial 77. We 
support the objective of improving administrative efficiency, reducing unnecessary delay and ensuring that 
building regulation remains effective and proportionate. • 

However, from our practical review of the proposed building amendments, we are concerned that a number of 
the changes do not appear likely to reduce red tape and may instead introduce additional administrative steps, 
documentation, delay, cost and regulatory uncertainty for certifiers, builders, consultants and building owners. 

Examples include the removal of the established expression "in all material respects" from inspection and 
occupancy provisions, the proposed requirement for inspection certificates to be issued within 14 days of an 
inspection, additional reporting and documentary obligations, changes to reporting-authority processes and 
timeframes, and broader regulatory and enforcement provisions. While individual amendments may have a 
legitimate policy purpose, their combined operational effect should be tested carefully against the stated 
objective of red-tape reduction. 

-- -

Of particular concern is that these changes do not appear to have been the subject of sufficient or meaningful 
consultation with the local building certifiers who apply the Building Act and Regulations on a daily basis. 
Consultation after drafting is substantially advanced can make it difficult for practical consequences, unintended 
outcomes and workable alternatives to be properly identified before legislation is settled. 

We therefore respectfully ask the Committee to consider whether the building-law amendments should be 
subject to further targeted consultation before finalisation. Local building certifiers can provide practical 
examples of how the proposed provisions would operate on real projects, identify areas where additional red 
tape may arise, and suggest alternatives that may better achieve the Government's stated objectives without 
reducing appropriate regulatory oversight. 

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with the Legislative Scrutiny Committee as a group, or to participate 
in any further industry consultation arranged by the Committee, to discuss these matters constructively. 

Yours faithfully, 
Local Building Certifiers of the Northern Territory 

,__N_am_-_e ____ ~------+-----~~~-------~ Signature 

Patrick Berts MOB Building Certifiers Pty Ltd 
Director 
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Building Practitioners Board Registration Check
Home > Results >

Practitioner Details

Name of Individual or
Company

Annette Joseland

Registration Number 170202BU

Category Building Certifier (Unrestricted)

Scope of Works
A building certifier may issue building permits and occupancy permits for all
classes of buildings or structures, in accordance with the requirements of the
NT Building Act, Building Regulations and provisions of the Building Code of
Australia.

Status ACTIVE

Independent Review Engineer N/A

Postal Address

Telephone Number

Mobile Number

Active Registration Periods

20/12/2013 - 20/12/2015
20/12/2015 - 20/12/2017
20/12/2017 - 20/12/2019
20/12/2019 - 20/12/2021
20/12/2021 - 20/12/2023
20/12/2023 - 20/12/2025
20/12/2025 - 20/12/2027

Conditions or Endorsements Restricted to projects on behalf of AB Consulting (NT) Pty Ltd only.

Related Company or
Individual

Feedback | Disclaimer/PrivayCopyright | Interpreter Services

Last Updated: 09/11/2026 11:42:41
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Joint correspondence - practising local building certifiers | Serial 77

David Duxfield7 September 2026

Oly Carlson MLA
Chair, Legislative Scrutiny Committee
Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory
GPO Box 3721
Darwin NT 0801

Dear Chair and Committee Members,

RE: Lands and Planning Legislation Amendment (Red Tape Reduction) Bill 2026 (Serial 77)

We, the undersigned practicing building certifiers in the Northern Territory, write in relation to the proposed 
amendments to the Building Act 1993 (NT) and Building Regulations 1993 (NT) contained in Serial 77. We 
support the objective of improving administrative efficiency, reducing unnecessary delay and ensuring that 
building regulation remains effective and proportionate.

However, from our practical review of the proposed building amendments, we are concerned that a number of 
the changes do not appear likely to reduce red tape and may instead introduce additional administrative steps, 
documentation, delay, cost and regulatory uncertainty for certifiers, builders, consultants and building owners.

Examples include the removal of the established expression “in all material respects” from inspection and 
occupancy provisions, the proposed requirement for inspection certificates to be issued within 14 days of an 
inspection, additional reporting and documentary obligations, changes to reporting-authority processes and 
timeframes, and broader regulatory and enforcement provisions. While individual amendments may have a 
legitimate policy purpose, their combined operational effect should be tested carefully against the stated 
objective of red-tape reduction.

Of particular concern is that these changes do not appear to have been the subject of sufficient or meaningful 
consultation with the local building certifiers who apply the Building Act and Regulations on a daily basis. 
Consultation after drafting is substantially advanced can make it difficult for practical consequences, unintended 
outcomes and workable alternatives to be properly identified before legislation is settled.

We therefore respectfully ask the Committee to consider whether the building-law amendments should be 
subject to further targeted consultation before finalisation. Local building certifiers can provide practical 
examples of how the proposed provisions would operate on real projects, identify areas where additional red 
tape may arise, and suggest alternatives that may better achieve the Government’s stated objectives without 
reducing appropriate regulatory oversight.

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with the Legislative Scrutiny Committee as a group, or to participate 
in any further industry consultation arranged by the Committee, to discuss these matters constructively.

Yours faithfully,
Local Building Certifiers of the Northern Territory

Name Company / Practice & Position Signature

Patrick Berts MOB Building Certifiers Pty Ltd
Director 

David Duxfield Project Building Certifiers Pty Ltd
Director
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Building Practitioners Board Registration Check
Home > Results >

Practitioner Details

Name of Individual or
Company

David Paul (David) Duxfield

Registration Number 332500BU

Category Building Certifier (Unrestricted)

Scope of Works
A building certifier may issue building permits and occupancy permits for all
classes of buildings or structures, in accordance with the requirements of the
NT Building Act, Building Regulations and provisions of the Building Code of
Australia.

Status ACTIVE

Independent Review Engineer N/A

Postal Address

Telephone Number

Mobile Number

Active Registration Periods
28/02/2022 - 28/02/2024
28/02/2024 - 28/02/2026
28/02/2026 - 28/02/2030

Conditions or Endorsements Nil

Related Company or
Individual Project Building Certifiers Pty Ltd

Feedback | Disclaimer/PrivayCopyright | Interpreter Services

Last Updated: 09/11/2026 11:42:56
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Joint correspondence - practising local building certifiers | Serial 77 

7 September 2026 

 
Oly Carlson MLA 
Chair, Legislative Scrutiny Committee 
Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory 
GPO Box 3721 
Darwin NT 0801 

 

Dear Chair and Committee Members, 

RE: Lands and Planning Legislation Amendment (Red Tape Reduction) Bill 2026 (Serial 77) 

 

We, the undersigned practicing building certifiers in the Northern Territory, write in relation to the proposed 
amendments to the Building Act 1993 (NT) and Building Regulations 1993 (NT) contained in Serial 77. We 
support the objective of improving administrative efficiency, reducing unnecessary delay and ensuring that 
building regulation remains effective and proportionate. 

However, from our practical review of the proposed building amendments, we are concerned that a number of 
the changes do not appear likely to reduce red tape and may instead introduce additional administrative steps, 
documentation, delay, cost and regulatory uncertainty for certifiers, builders, consultants and building owners. 

Examples include the removal of the established expression “in all material respects” from inspection and 
occupancy provisions, the proposed requirement for inspection certificates to be issued within 14 days of an 
inspection, additional reporting and documentary obligations, changes to reporting-authority processes and 
timeframes, and broader regulatory and enforcement provisions. While individual amendments may have a 
legitimate policy purpose, their combined operational effect should be tested carefully against the stated 
objective of red-tape reduction. 

Of particular concern is that these changes do not appear to have been the subject of sufficient or meaningful 
consultation with the local building certifiers who apply the Building Act and Regulations on a daily basis. 
Consultation after drafting is substantially advanced can make it difficult for practical consequences, unintended 
outcomes and workable alternatives to be properly identified before legislation is settled. 

We therefore respectfully ask the Committee to consider whether the building-law amendments should be 
subject to further targeted consultation before finalisation. Local building certifiers can provide practical 
examples of how the proposed provisions would operate on real projects, identify areas where additional red 
tape may arise, and suggest alternatives that may better achieve the Government’s stated objectives without 
reducing appropriate regulatory oversight. 

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with the Legislative Scrutiny Committee as a group, or to participate 
in any further industry consultation arranged by the Committee, to discuss these matters constructively. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Local Building Certifiers of the Northern Territory 

Name Company / Practice & Position Signature 
Craig Leslie 
 

 
BCA Solutions NT 
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Building Practitioners Board Registration Check
Home > Results >

Practitioner Details

Name of Individual or
Company

Craig Leslie

Registration Number 12885BU

Category Building Certifier (Unrestricted)

Scope of Works
A building certifier may issue building permits and occupancy permits for all
classes of buildings or structures, in accordance with the requirements of the
NT Building Act, Building Regulations and provisions of the Building Code of
Australia.

Status ACTIVE

Independent Review Engineer N/A

Postal Address

Telephone Number

Mobile Number

Active Registration Periods

28/06/2006 - 28/06/2008
28/06/2008 - 28/06/2010
28/06/2010 - 28/06/2012
28/06/2012 - 28/06/2014
28/06/2014 - 28/06/2016
28/06/2016 - 28/06/2018
28/06/2018 - 28/06/2020
28/06/2020 - 28/06/2022
28/06/2022 - 28/06/2024
28/06/2024 - 28/06/2026
28/06/2026 - 28/06/2028

Conditions or Endorsements Nil

Related Company or
Individual BCA Solutions NT Pty Ltd

Feedback | Disclaimer/PrivayCopyright | Interpreter Services

Last Updated: 09/11/2026 11:43:12

Building Practitioners Board
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Joint correspondence - practising local building certifiers | Serial 77 

7 September 2026 

 
Oly Carlson MLA 
Chair, Legislative Scrutiny Committee 
Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory 
GPO Box 3721 
Darwin NT 0801 

 

Dear Chair and Committee Members, 

RE: Lands and Planning Legislation Amendment (Red Tape Reduction) Bill 2026 (Serial 77) 

 

We, the undersigned practicing building certifiers in the Northern Territory, write in relation to the proposed 

amendments to the Building Act 1993 (NT) and Building Regulations 1993 (NT) contained in Serial 77. We 

support the objective of improving administrative efficiency, reducing unnecessary delay and ensuring that 

building regulation remains effective and proportionate. 

However, from our practical review of the proposed building amendments, we are concerned that a number of 

the changes do not appear likely to reduce red tape and may instead introduce additional administrative steps, 

documentation, delay, cost and regulatory uncertainty for certifiers, builders, consultants and building owners. 

Examples include the removal of the established expression “in all material respects” from inspection and 

occupancy provisions, the proposed requirement for inspection certificates to be issued within 14 days of an 

inspection, additional reporting and documentary obligations, changes to reporting-authority processes and 

timeframes, and broader regulatory and enforcement provisions. While individual amendments may have a 

legitimate policy purpose, their combined operational effect should be tested carefully against the stated 

objective of red-tape reduction. 

Of particular concern is that these changes do not appear to have been the subject of sufficient or meaningful 

consultation with the local building certifiers who apply the Building Act and Regulations on a daily basis. 

Consultation after drafting is substantially advanced can make it difficult for practical consequences, unintended 

outcomes and workable alternatives to be properly identified before legislation is settled. 

We therefore respectfully ask the Committee to consider whether the building-law amendments should be 

subject to further targeted consultation before finalisation. Local building certifiers can provide practical 

examples of how the proposed provisions would operate on real projects, identify areas where additional red 

tape may arise, and suggest alternatives that may better achieve the Government’s stated objectives without 

reducing appropriate regulatory oversight. 

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with the Legislative Scrutiny Committee as a group, or to participate 

in any further industry consultation arranged by the Committee, to discuss these matters constructively. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Local Building Certifiers of the Northern Territory 

Name Company / Practice & Position Signature 

Patrick Berts 
MOB Building Certifiers Pty Ltd 
Director  

 
 

Dehne Tynan 
 

WSP Australia Pty Ltd 
Associate Director & Senior 
Building Certifier 
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Home > Results >

Practitioner Details

Name of Individual or
Company

Dehne Tynan

Registration Number 17564BU

Category Building Certifier (Unrestricted)

Scope of Works
A building certifier may issue building permits and occupancy permits for all
classes of buildings or structures, in accordance with the requirements of the
NT Building Act, Building Regulations and provisions of the Building Code of
Australia.

Status ACTIVE

Independent Review Engineer N/A

Postal Address

Telephone Number

Mobile Number

Active Registration Periods

27/08/2006 - 27/08/2008
27/08/2008 - 27/08/2010
27/08/2010 - 27/08/2012
27/08/2012 - 27/08/2014
27/08/2014 - 27/08/2016
27/08/2016 - 27/08/2018
27/08/2018 - 27/08/2020
27/08/2020 - 27/08/2022
27/08/2022 - 27/08/2024
27/08/2024 - 27/08/2026
27/08/2026 - 27/08/2030

Conditions or Endorsements Restricted to projects on behalf of WSP Australia Pty Ltd only.

Related Company or
Individual WSP Australia Pty Limited

Feedback | Disclaimer/PrivayCopyright | Interpreter Services
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