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To the Legislative Scrutiny Committee,

Re: feedback on the Care and Protection of Children Legislation Amendment (Every Child
Matters) Bill 2026

We are writing with regards to the Every Child Matters Bill 2026. We write from Community
Restorative Centre- a lead non-government organisation supporting people exiting prison in
NSW. Given the out of home care to prison pipeline, wherein children who are placed in out
of home care are disproportionately more likely to enter the prison system,! we have a
specific interest in this Bill. We highlight that any legislation that could increase children’s
chances of being removed from their families and guardians has notable implications for
children’s risk of criminal legal system involvement. We say this recognising that children
involved in the out of home care system are more likely to come into contact with police at
earlier ages, and receive harsher penalties through the criminal legal system.? Ultimately,
we recommend the Parliament abandon this Bill and ensure any work in the child safety
space is done through substantive consultation with relevant stakeholders, particularly with
Aboriginal community-controlled sectors. This position is in alignment with a coalition of
legal experts in the Northern Territory, including Aboriginal community controlled
organisations like the North Australian Aboriginal Justice Agency (NAAJA), the North
Australian Aboriginal Family Legal Services (NAAFLS), and the Central Australian Aboriginal
Family Legal Service (CAAFLU).2 We highlight that over 330 Northern Territory organisations
do not support the Every Child Matters Bill.#
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While the government has stated that the Bill will introduce the safety of children as ‘the
primary consideration’ ‘for the first time’,> we recognise that the best interests of the child
are already considered paramount under the Northern Territory Care and Protection of
Children Act.®

We highlight the concerns raised by First Nations led organisations with respect to the way
the Bill weakens the Aboriginal child placement principle.” We highlight that at present, only
17.5% of First Nations children in the out of home care system in the Northern Territory are
placed with First Nations kin or family.® This rate is the lowest across the continent.

We also share the concern raised by the North Australian Aboriginal Justice Agency (NAAJA)
that the Bill expands the power of the state to intervene in child protection matters,
without meaningfully supporting families to care for children®- for instance, through the
provision of safe and stable housing.'° The aforementioned coalition of experts like NAAJA
and the North Australian Aboriginal Family Legal Service highlight that, ‘child safety
outcomes are strongest when families can access stable housing, therapeutic support,
culturally safe services and early intervention before crises escalate’. 1!

We are also concerned about the lack of consultation with respect to this Bill, including with
First Nations led organisations and leaders'? and the short time frame offered for this
consultation. Providing 1 week for the community to provide feedback on a Bill whose text
was inadequately consulted on risks worsening the displacement of First Nations children
and removing them from their communities. This is not in the interests of children’s safety
and wellbeing.
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Kind regards,

Dr Rory Gillard

Senior Research and Policy Officer
Community Restorative Centre



