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NORTHERN TERRITORY
STATEHOOD STEERING COMMITTEE
R eport to the Legislative Assembly Standing Committee on Legal
and Constitutional Affairs - 2005 Calendar Year Activities
Tenth Assembly, February 2008
Introduction
At a meeting of the Legislative Assembly Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional
Affairs in November 2005 the Northern Territory Statehood Steering Committee was requested
to provide a report on activities of the Steering Committee during 2005. This document is an
activity report prepared to fulfil that request. It is not a report on policy issues nor does it contain
recommendations. It is provided to brief the Standing Committee and ultimately the Legislative
Assembly of the Northern Territory on the work undertaken by the Statehood Steering
Committee to date.
Background
The Northern Territory Statehood Steering Committee was established by resolution of the Ninth
Northern Territory Legislative Assembly by adoption of a Terms of Reference on 17 August
2004.
The Statehood Steering Committee (the Committee) is a unique body in the Legislative
Assembly Committee system comprised of community representatives and three members of
the Legislative Assembly Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs (Standing
Committee) the Chair of which is also the chair of the Committee. The Terms of Reference state
the Committee is an advisory committee to the Standing Committee.
The Committee’s existence came about after detailed examination of the outcomes of the 1998
Northern Territory referendum on Statehood resulting in a negative response. The referendum of
1998 saw 51.3% of voting Territorians reject Statehood on the terms offered at the time. The
Standing Committee’s Report into Appropriate Measures to Facilitate Statehood (April 1999)
provides a detailed analysis of the issues and rationale for the creation of a new process leading
to the establishment of the Committee.
The Standing Committee initiated the establishment of the Committee Secretariat in the second
half of 2004 resulting in the recruitment of an Executive Officer commencing in the position on
10 January 2005. Action was taken to seek expressions of interest from Territorians to be
members of the Committee during January and February 2005 with 95 nominees expressing
such an interest.
The Standing Committee initially selected 14 community based representatives who
commenced as Committee members at the first meeting of the Committee in Alice Springs on
April 20 2005.
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Committee Membership
During the course of 2005 Committee membership changed as a result of the Northern Territory
election held in June leading to the formation of a new Standing Committee for the Tenth
Assembly and the resignation of two other Committee members.
Committee membership as at January 2006 is:
• Mr Elliot McAdam MLA (Chair)
• Mrs Sue Bradley (Co-Chair)
• Mrs Loraine Braham MLA
• Mr Terry Mills MLA
• Mr Daniel Bourchier
• Ms Kathleen Chong Fong
• Mr Peter Davies
• Mr Stuart Kenny
• Ms Irene Nangala
• Mr Brian Martin AO MBE
• Ms Jenny Medwell OAM
• Ms Kezia Purick
• Mr Jamey Robertson
• Mr Geoff Shaw AM
• Ms Margaret Vigants
Committee membership is outlined in the Terms of Reference which details the Standing
Committee may take into account representation from various stakeholder groups when
appointing membership.
The Committee has membership with representative status of the following stakeholder groups:
• Territorians for Statehood
• The Central Land Council
• The Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association
• The Northern Territory Minerals Council
• Unions NT
• Multicultural Council of the Northern Territory
In addition, membership expertise extends to legal professionals, an Aboriginal traditional land
owner from a remote area, a long time radio broadcaster, a former Young Territorian of the Year
and members experienced with community organisations and government processes.
Consideration of the membership and any replacement of the two former members who
resigned during 2005 has been referred to the Standing Committee.
Committee Staff & Resources
The Committee is supported by an Executive Officer and an Administrative Assistant.
During October 2005 the Committee Secretariat engaged an officer on temporary transfer for six
months from the Department of Education to assist with Aboriginal community liaison and the
creation and production of materials in an appropriate format for Aboriginal community
consultation.
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Committee staff consists of:
• Mr Michael Tatham, Executive Officer
• Ms Nora Kempster, Community Liaison Officer
• Ms Sharon McAlear, Administration and Research Officer
With a small commencement budget, the Committee utilises the expertise and assistance of
officers of the Department of the Legislative Assembly for other education and administrative
functions
The Committee Secretariat has an allocation of $350 000 each financial year for all costs
including staff Further funds have been sought to ensure the meeting requirements and
education and consultation activities required by the Terms of Reference are being met.
Committee Meetings
The Committee met for the first time over two days in Alice Springs on 20 and 21 April 2005. The
Committee met again on 17 June in Darwin, 7 July in Tennant Creek, 16 September in Darwin
and 28 October in Katherine.
The Committee has chosen different locations for its meetings to reflect the diversity of the
Territory and the Committee membership and the need to ensure the focus is not on the capital
city during the consultation process. At each location the Committee has conducted meetings
with local bodies. These meetings have assisted with the focus of education and communication
strategies for the Statehood Work Plan.
The first Committee meetings focused on the immediate issues of planning and
communications. The Committee has considered and endorsed the publication of Fact Sheets
and an information folder, a presence on the 2005 Show Circuit and the development of
resources such as story boards, powerpoint presentations and other materials.
Some highlights of issues considered at each meeting are:
Meeting 1
Adoption of a draft Work Plan, adoption of draft Communications Strategy, consideration of first
ten Fact Sheets, consideration of membership of the Executive Group, conduct of the first public
forum.
Meeting 2
Further consideration of Fact Sheets, briefing on the role of the Legislative Assembly
Parliamentary Liaison Unit, discussion of Working Groups, planning for Show Circuit surveys,
consideration of the Kalkaringi and Batchelor Statements.
Meeting 3
Joint meeting with the General Manager of Anyinginyi Health, General Manager Julalakari
Aboriginal Corporation, the Mayor of Tennant Creek Town Council and other local
representatives on the proper process for engagement of Barkly residents on Statehood issues.
Meeting 4
Website development, ethnic communities’ liaison, constitutional issues and planning.
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Meeting 5
Joint meeting with the Mayor of Katherine, consideration of budget issues, adoption of first 25
Fact sheets, planning for public forums.
The Minutes of each of the five meetings conducted during 2005 are attached as Annexure 1 to
this Report.
Committee Executive Group
The Executive Group of the Statehood Steering Committee has met twice since the creation of
the Committee. It is the Executive Group’s role to oversee the administration and conduct of the
Committee including planning and finances of the Committee as specified in the Terms of
Reference.
The Executive Group has to date reported to the Standing Committee on the proposal to form a
collaborative relationship with Charles Darwin University to undertake research into engagement
with remote communities, the financial requirements of the Statehood Work Plan and the
proposed visits to communities as well as logistics for the Communication Strategy.
The Executive Group will continue to meet as required during 2006.
Committee Activities
1. Public Forums
The Statehood Steering Committee conducted its first public discussion forum on 21 April in
Alice Springs. Subsequent forums held in Darwin, Palmerston and Jabiru over November and
December 2005 attracted small audiences. In total, 62 Territorians have attended this format of
education and consultation.
The Executive Officer is preparing a report on Public Forums to the sixth meeting of the
Committee to consider this avenue further.
Given the success in engaging Territorians on the Show circuit, further consideration is being
given to incidental rather than specific appearances by the Committee. Using markets, shopping
centres, festivals and events as well as the Show Circuit may be a better approach to engaging
people as they go about their everyday business. Coupled with arranged meetings and
invitations by school and community groups, consideration of Statehood issues could reach
more Territorians over a shorter period of time using such an approach.
2. Show Circuit and Surveys
The Committee has been consulting Territorians about their level of understanding on Statehood
issues. 1595 people have taken part in the survey, more than 1400 of these at the 2005 Shows.
The survey was a simple means of gathering some baseline data about the kind of issues
Territorians need to have more information about before they may support Statehood.
A summary of the results of the 2005 Survey is attached as Annexure 2.
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3. Teachers Advisory Group
An advisory group of teachers (the Statehood Teachers Advisory Group - STAG) has been
established to assist the Committee develop appropriate materials that can link into the school
curriculum.
The STAG is vitally important as it provides an avenue for school teachers, the professionals
delivering the information to school students, to engage directly with the Statehood and
parliamentary processes. It is intended the Statehood website will link materials into the Explore
electronic resource used by Northern Territory Schools.
Workshops have been conducted with senior school students both at Parliament House as well
as on site at local schools. Two interactive all day activities called Statehood Challenge were
conducted at Parliament House in August and October. More are in the planning stage for 2006.
4. Community Visits
During 2005 visits were undertaken to Alice Springs, Docker River, Tennant Creek, Katherine,
Mataranka, Maningrida, Milingimbi, Daly River, Jabiru and Wadeye to discuss Statehood issues
with community groups and organisations.
The purpose of the visits is to provide presentations, discussion opportunities and education
sessions on Statehood. The Committee representatives seek meetings with community
organisations, local governing bodies and representatives and individuals as well as schools to
provide information on Statehood and what the Committee is working towards.
Communities have consistently told the Committee there is a need for repeated exposure and fly
in - fly out visits may be counter productive. Committee representatives are endeavouring to
build relationships in communities and support visits with reminders as part of the
Communication Strategy. For example, radio advertising and other material in language is
required to keep the Statehood message current. The Committee is working on developing this
supporting resource in 2006.
A detailed plan has been developed to undertake visits to as many communities as possible
across the Territory during 2006. The Visits Plan was endorsed at the fifth meeting of the
Committee in Katherine in October 2005 and destinations are included in the attached Work
Plan.
Statehood Work Plan
The Committee’s Work Plan has been developed to provide guidance on timeframes to achieve
the goal of an eventual grant of Statehood for the Northern Territory. An original plan was
developed in February 2005 in seven distinct phases over a timeframe of approximately five to
six years. The second draft created in December 2005 will be placed before the Committee at its
sixth meeting for consideration.
Bringing about Statehood for the Northern Territory in a timely, cost effective and efficient
manner is the main aim.
Flexibility is the focus of the Plan. Reporting milestones are determined according to the
activities and priorities along the way. Reporting to the Standing Committee on Legal and
Constitutional Affairs is planned on a quarterly basis.
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The phases of the Work Plan are: 1. Establishing the Statehood Steering Committee; 2.
Community Consultation; 3. Community Education; 4. Public Meetings and Hearings; 5. Legal
Requirements; 6. Statehood Convention; 7. Referendum.
At the completion of the first year of the existence of the Committee, phase one is complete and
the next two phases of community consultation and education have commenced and are
ongoing in tandem. The Statehood Steering Committee is acutely aware of a need for flexibility
and the Work Plan will remain subject to constant review and further consideration by the
Committee.
The updated Work Plan is attached as Annexure 3
Communication Strategy
A Committee Communication Strategy was developed in March 2005 and updated in September
2005. It is designed to assist the Committee with planning and to provide a framework for raising
awareness and encouraging action among various Territory target audiences.
The Strategy outlines and examines core messages to be disseminated, products and materials
to be utilised and promotional activities and partnerships relevant to promoting Statehood across
all Territory communities.
The goals of the Strategy are to encourage individuals and the broader community to engage in
discussion on issues surrounding democracy, governance, fairness, self determination and
ultimately Statehood for the Northern Territory. It is also targeting reduction in the level of
confusion in the community about what Statehood means and to provide an understanding
about constitutional issues and the way in which constitutions work.
In addition we must increase the level of awareness about the rights and responsibilities of all
Territorians under limited self government and in the future if the Territory were to become a
State and to make the issue of Statehood relevant to Territorians in an everyday context.
A copy of the Committee Communication Strategy is attached as Annexure 4
The Committee website (www.statehhod.nt.gov.au) was launched in November 2005. It contains
an archive of all issued media releases, speeches given by Committee representatives from time
to time and publications including the Fact Sheets. The site is linked to relevant parliamentary
and legal websites in order to be a useful resource and is constantly updated.
The Website contents include:
• Links
• Newsroom
• FAQs
• Committee Members
• Publications
• Events
• Have Your Say
• Contact Us
• What is Statehood?
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The Committee and the Committee Secretariat have issued sixteen media releases and
received coverage in all major daily newspapers in the Northern Territory as well as the national
daily newspaper and some other State based newspapers. National Television coverage and
local and national radio coverage on the establishment of the Committee and its activities has
also been achieved.
An article The State of the Territory published on 16 July in the Weekend Australian provides a
report on the establishment of the Steering Committee.
The Indigenous Community newspaper published by the Office of Indigenous Policy; Common
Ground has a feature in its current edition outlining the community visit activities of the
Committee planned for 2005/2006.
During 2005 the Committee received calls for comment on the issues of a radioactive waste
facility and Northern Territory Government policy on uranium mining. The Committee has taken
the view that these issues are a matter for government to government relations.
The Committee’s 2005 media releases are attached as Annexure 5
The Statehood Steering Committee has developed 25 Fact Sheets and an information folder
about Statehood and the Committee’s role as a key part of its communication strategy and
profile building.
The Fact Sheets were developed as a result of the issues raised through the surveys as well as
the concerns that have been expressed in communication with the Committee. The Committee
has also been informed by the 1999 Report into Appropriate Measures to Facilitate Statehood.
Fact Sheets are now available on the following topics:
1 - Self Government and Statehood - What’s The Difference?
2 - How the Territory is not equal to the States
3 - Who decides we are not a State?
4 - Will Statehood give us a bigger voice in Canberra?
5 - Will we be an equal state?(Federal Representation)
6 - What is the impact of Statehood on financial relations with the Commonwealth
7 - Will defence forces still be based in the Territory?
8 - A new name for a new State?
9 - How would Statehood affect the everyday cost of living?
10 - Australians voting to change the Australian Constitution - why Territorians don’t count
11 - Territory Population
12 - Territory Way of Life - Speed Limits and Fire Crackers
13 - Statehood and the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976
14 - Some Important Historical Dates for Aboriginal Peoples of the Northern Territory
15 - Aboriginal Citizenship and the Right to Vote
16 - The 1998 Aboriginal Constitutional Conventions
17 - Political Development of the Northern Territory
18 - Territorians and a Process Towards Statehood
19 - Democracy Denied in the Northern Territory
20 - Statehood - What does it Mean for Me?
21 - Does Statehood Mean Another Layer of Government?
22 - Statehood and the Proposed Radioactive Waste Management Facility
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23 - What Territorians say they understand about Statehood in 2005
24 - The Commonwealth Constitution and the Northern Territory
25 - Why Some People May NOT Support Statehood
More Fact Sheets are in preparation. All published Fact Sheets can be seen at
www.statehood.nt.gov.au The Fact Sheets and accompanying information folder are attached to
this Report as Annexure 6.
Statehood Intern
During 2005 the Committee was provided with an intern from Charles Darwin University to work
on research regarding a Bill of Rights. The Intern’s report was received in December 2005 and
will be placed before the sixth meeting of the Committee. At this stage there is no plan for an
intern in 2006.
Conclusion and Next Steps
At the conclusion of the first calendar year of the operation of the secretariat and eight months of
the existence of the Committee membership, the Committee has developed an initial profile for
the issue of Statehood in the Northern Territory after more than six years since the last serious
consideration of the issue.
The first year has laid the foundations for growth. Education remains the essential key to an
understanding of what Statehood means. The Committee’s work in 2005 has shown a great
many Territorians remain unclear on what Statehood is and how it is of benefit to the Northern
Territory.
During 2006 the Committee intends to consolidate its base and continue to provide education on
Statehood to all Territorians. Subject to allocation of necessary resources, use of electronic
media will be a part of this process.
The Committee will also look to the creation of specific working groups on issues of concern.
Volunteers will be sought to assist the Committee in delivering its message over the next year as
well.
A range of community visits have been planned to continue to increase the Committee’s profile
as well as a further presence on the Territory Show Circuit. Further reports will be provided to
the Standing Committee as required throughout the 2006 calendar year.
EXECUTIVE OFFICER
3
February 2006
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Annexure 1

Minutes of Meetings of the Northern Territory
Statehood Steering Committee

NORTHERN TERRITORY

STATEHOOD
STEERING COMMITTEE
Minutes of Proceedings

Meeting No. 1
The Committee met at 11.00am on the 21st of April 2005, Alice Springs Convention Centre, Alice
Springs and concluded on the 22nd of April 2005 at 3pm.
Present:

Mr Elliot McAdam MLA
Ms Sue Bradley
Mr Daniel Bourchier
Ms Margaret Vigants
Mr Geoff Shaw
Ms Kezia Purick
Mr Kim Hill
Mr Brian Martin
Ms Jenny Medwell
Mr Stuart Kenny

(Chairman)
(Co-Chair)

Also Present

Hon L Braham
Mr D Horton
Mr Michael Tatham
Mrs Sharon McAlear
Ms Liz McFarlane

(LCAC)
(LCAC - Secretary)
(Exec Officer, Statehood Secretariat)
(Statehood Secretariat)
(Speaker’s PA)

Apologies:

Mr John Elferink
Mr Galarrwuy Yunupingu
Ms Kathleen Chong-Fong

(LCAC)

Late arrivals

Mr Peter Davies
Mr Jamey Roberston
Ms Irene Nangala

Business
1.
Co-Chair Protocol (Relates to agenda item 2.3)
The Committee adopted the Protocol, the Co-Chair was recognised as the media spokesperson
for decisions of the Committee.
The Committee noted the Protocol does not preclude other members from speaking publicly or
commenting in the media on Statehood issues or the work of the Committee.
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The Committee noted the Secretariat can provide speaking notes if members require and
members agreed to advise the Secretariat when comment had been made about the Committee
so the Secretariat could keep a record of the Committee activities.

2. Role of the Secretariat (2.4)
The Executive Officer gave an overview of the role of the Secretariat.
The Committee agreed the Secretariat should maintain an open door policy for members of the
public to have access to the Committee and information about the Committee.
3. Membership
The Committee was advised of the intention of the Standing Committee on Legal and
Constitutional Affairs to retain a place on the Steering Committee for a young female indigenous
member.
ACTION - EO in consultation with Chair
4. Attendance/Alternates
The Committee noted the suggestion of the Standing Committee that applicants for the Steering
Committee may be considered as alternates. The Committee resolved alternates would not be
considered for short term absences. Longer absences would involve consultation over a list of
possible alternates to be established by the Secretariat and provided to the Committee.
The Committee resolved Margaret Vigants would act as alternate to Co-Chair Sue Bradley.
The Committee noted video conferencing and/or phone link could be made available under
Legislative Assembly Standing Order No. 270A.
5. Meeting Agenda Papers
Mr Kenny suggested single page briefs be provided at the commencement of each agenda item
to identify any key issues and provide a draft resolution where appropriate. The Committee
resolved this be adopted.
Action - EO
6. Work Plan (4.2)
The Committee noted the Work Plan prepared by the Executive Officer and agreed it is a
framework document to guide the work of the Committee and Secretariat but subject to
alteration by the Committee.
The Committee noted the draft timeframes provide for a primary role in the initial years of
information gathering, education and community outreach.
7. Resourcing and Relations with Government
The Committee resolved the Executive Officer will write to the Chairman of the Standing
Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs expressing the Committee’s concern that the
activities of this Steering Committee and government must remain clearly separate and seek an
assurance that appropriate funding will be provided to the Committee Secretariat for the work of
the Committee to proceed as required.
Party politics will not play a part in Committee deliberations and the independence of the
Com m ittee is to be expressed clearly in the letter.
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ACTION - EO to draft Letter
8. Research and Reading (2.5)
The Committee resolved the Executive Officer is to provide all members with a copy of the
Report entitled Report into Appropriate Measures to Facilitate Statehood (commonly referred to
as The 1999 Report)
ACTION - EO to send with these Minutes

9. The Executive Group (4.3)
Pursuant to the Terms of Reference the Committee nominated members for the Executive
Group.
• Ms Margaret Vigants was nominated and accepted
• Mr Kim Hill was nominated and accepted
ACTION - EO to pursue Standing Committee (LCAC) about their two members and
arrange initial meeting
Mr Pete Davies nominated to act as a moderator or master of ceremonies where appropriate
and the Committee accepted his offer to undertake that role.
10. Select Working Groups (5.1)
Constitutional - Mr Martin offered to write a briefing paper about the constitutional development
process. He will include some preliminary advice to the committee on important and useful
issues. The rationale is for the Committee to feel comfortable when talking to people about this
aspect of the Statehood process.
ACTION - Martin
Mr Hill expressed an interest in the constitutional issues and a suggestion that there be a
constitutional working group was considered but not pursued at this stage due to the Draft Work
Plan examining education and consultation at this stage.
Marketing - Mr Davies also identified a need to set up a marketing and communication sub
committee. The Committee resolved Mr Davies, and the Executive Officer would be initial
members with consideration being given to seeking the nomination of non committee members
such as Ms Tanya lllett from Channel 7 and Cilia Collins of CAAMA Radio would also be asked
to work with this sub-committee as well.
The Secretariat will obtain copies of relevant events calendars (including Indigenous Arts
Calendar and Multicultural Events Calendar)
ACTION - Davies, EO
Indigenous Engagement - A working group to develop strategies for Indigenous communities to properly inform and engage, Ms Vigants indicated an interest to being involved in this working
party.
ACTION - EO to place on next agenda as an item for detailed discussion
Reporting back on matters dealt with in this manner will be a standing agenda item.
ACTION - EO
11. Big Picture Issues (7.1)
The Committee resolved to defer this item and for the Secretariat to provide a briefing paper out
of session, to include a basic background paper on what has happened since the Kalkaringi
14

Statement. The Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs has a separate brief on
this issue.
ACTION - EO to provide paper to accompany these Minutes.
12. Brand Development (8.1)
The Committee resolved the Marketing & Communication sub-committee will meet the
advertising agency and Department of Chief Minister Communications Unit to select a format to
send to the whole Committee for comment and approval
ACTION - Davies, EO to coordinate dissemination to Committee.
13. Participation in out of Session Decision Making
The Committee resolved matters for decision could be emailed (or faxed in the case of Ms
Nangala) and followed up by telephone after 48 hours if no response was received. If the
Member did not respond their lack of comment is to be seen as an abstention not an approval.
14. NT Show Circuit
Members of the committee to volunteered to participate at Show locations as available. The
Secretariat will have a core staff of four officers of the Legislative Assembly for the Show circuit.
The Committee agreed a web site was a priority in advance of the Show presence.
ACTION - EO to report back next meeting
15. Questionnaire
The Committee noted some preliminary results and the intention to continue this research.
Question 3 of the Questionnaire seeks what further information people may need to have a
better understanding of Statehood.
Ms Purick indicated an intention to send the questionnaire to Minerals Council members and
contacts.
ACTION EO to provide electronic copy of Questionnaire to Ms Purick
16. Communications Strategy
The Committee noted the Draft Strategy. It was resolved government agencies should not have
a significant role in ‘selling the message’, they can be a conduit to communities or people but not
asked to take on Statehood in addition to their normal duties.
17. Statehood Ambassadors
As per the draft Work Plan a register of people to be compiled who can be a resource as a
‘speakers’ bureau’ or a ‘Friends of Statehood’ group to assist in a voluntary capacity.
ACTION - Members to seek views of their contacts and provide details to EO. EO to
commence compiling from contacts already to hand. Report back to next meeting.
Community groups may occasionally seek a speaker on the issue of Statehood. Secretariat to
establish initial contact.. Those present: Mr Bourchier, Ms Vigants, Mr Robertson, Mr Davies, Ms
Purick, Mr Martin, Ms Medwell, Mr Kenny indicated an immediate willingness to be on a
‘speaking register’
ACTION - EO writing to service clubs and groups, NGOs etc in first instance. Report back
with full list of those approached at next meeting.
ACTION - EO to develop a generic power point is to be developed and made available to
all members.
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18. Fact Sheets (10.1)
The Committee noted the first ten Fact Sheets and the proposed introductory booklet.
The Committee suggested further Fact Sheets on:
• The Territory and what makes us equal to or better than the rest. (Mr Martin)
• Constitutional development (Mr Martin).
• Customary law.
• Aboriginal - see next item below (Mr Hill)
• How will this affect my family?
• Youth Specific (Mr Bourchier)
The Executive Officer also requested members read the content of the current Fact Sheets,
make comment and advise.
ACTION - Committee members
19. Definitions of terms Aboriginal and Indigenous
Mr Hill noted the Kalkaringi and Batchelor Statements were made by Aboriginal people not
‘indigenous people’. Mr Hill defined Aboriginal citizens as those with a continuing attachment to
land in the Northern Territory.
Mr Hill agreed to assist the Executive Officer in developing a Fact Sheet for and about Aboriginal
people. Mr Hill asked Mr Shaw to assist as well.
ACTION - Hill, Shaw, EO via out of session electronic exchange.
20. Confidentiality
The Committee agreed that items in confidence would be identified as such and be treated as
such. All other items can be discussed openly.
Next Meeting
Friday 17th June at 10 am
Location - Parliament House Darwin
(Ms Purick not available)
Following Meeting
Thursday 7,h'8,h July - Tennant Creek - Afternoon of 7th, maybe a working dinner.
NB - Accommodation has been reserved for Thursday evening in Tennant Creek.
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NORTHERN TERRITORY

STATEHOOD

STEERING COMMITTEE
Minutes of Proceedings

Meeting No. 2

17mJune 2005

The Committee met at 10am on the 17th June 2005, Litchfield Room, Parliament House, Darwin
and concluded at 4.50pm.
Present:

Ms Sue Bradley
Mr Daniel Bourchier
Ms Margaret Vigants
Mr Brian Martin
Ms Jenny Medwell
Mr Stuart Kenny
Ms Kathleen Chong-Fong
Mr Pete Davies
Mr Jamey Robertson

(Co-Chair)

Also Present

Mr Michael Tatham
Mrs Sharon McAlear

(Exec Officer, Statehood Secretariat)
(Statehood Secretariat)

Apologies:

Ms Kezia Purick
Mr Geoff Shaw
Ms Irene Nangala
Mr Kim Hill

Business
1.

Welcome
The Co Chair introduced Kathleen Chong-Fong attending for the first time

2.

Inaugural Meeting Minutes

3.

2.1

The Minutes of Meeting held 21/22 April 2005 were adopted. It was resolved that
Minutes would be formally adopted at each meeting.

2.2

Formal Minutes of Proceedings will be action minutes and sent to all members.
There will also be an unedited transcript of the recorded meeting and a recording
available from the Secretariat if required.

Business Arising
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4.

3.1

A Steering Committee position remains vacant. The EO has noted this in a memo
to the Acting Secretary to the Standing Committee which lies in abeyance since
the Legislative Assembly was prorogued.

3.2

A Letter was sent to the Chair of the Standing Committee (LCAC) with regard to
Resourcing by Government (minuted item 7 Meeting No. 1)
ACTION - The EO will follow these matters up with the incoming Chair of the
Standing Committee when formed.

3.3

LCAC members of the Executive Group are to be determined. A memo to the
Acting Secretary has been sent.
ACTION - EO to follow up as above

3.4

Members availability for their attendance at NT Shows. A draft show roster will be
drawn up and sent to members. The Secretariat will be in touch with members
regarding accommodation and logistics.
ACTION - EO to send out draft roster

3.6

EO noted Brian Martin’s input with the first 10 Fact Sheets. These are to be
printed for the forthcoming Shows. EO will email the drafts of the next 10 Fact
Sheets (11 -20) for comment from the Committee. Note Protocol
ACTION - All Members to provide comments they may have to EO for
discussion at next meeting (7th July Tennant Creek)

3.7

Aboriginal Fact Sheet
ACTION - EO with input from Kim Hill

Executive Officer Reports
4.1

Members noted correspondence received from the Chair of the Standing
Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs in Canberra regarding federal
implications of Statehood for the Northern Territory. A reply has been sent from
the Chair of the LCAC.

4.2

Mr Bourchier reported on a meeting he had at a Youth Forum and advised he will
be speaking to a Year 12 group in Tennant Creek next term.

4.3

EO gave an update of Statehood brand development. Show materials are on
track. Web site development is also progressing. It was all agreed that the
website needs to be extremely user friendly.
ACTION - EO to send the website to the Committee as a staging platform
for comment before it is finalised.
ACTION - Each Committee member to contribute some lines of text for their
profile which will eventually be uploaded to the website.

4.4

EO sought comments with regard to the status of euthanasia legislation in the
Northern Territory on the grant of Statehood from the Solicitor-General’s nominee
Mr Graham Nicholson correspondence and advice was noted.
ACTION - Advice to be filed for reference. Not for public comment until
sought.
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4.5

CDU Partnership - Papers were noted. After lengthy discussion it was resolved
that:•

4.6

4.7

The allocated $25000 be placed in a Trust Account as discussed between
EO and the Finance officer of the Legislative Assembly
• The scope of work would be negotiated with CDU to do a trial by
December 2005
• CDU Project Committee established (M Vigants, S Bradley, B Martin)
ACTION - EO to set up meeting with CDU
Survey Results
ACTION - EO to collate all the survey results after the Show Circuit and
compile a report with the total result. Note an agenda item for September
meeting.
On-going Protocols
The following were agreed:
•

Minutes are publicly available documents except for tagged confidential
matters to be attached. Any requests for the unedited transcript will be a
matter for decision by the Committee.

•

Travel - Speakers Determination noted and it was agreed that
Secretariat will administer travel, accommodation and meals rather than
allocating a daily travel allowance.

•

Parking - Members will be reimbursed parking expenses during SSC
meetings on production of receipts.

•

Select Working Committee
No Select Working Committees attracting sitting fees have been set up at
this stage. Working committees have been established.
Fact Sheet development process
1.
A draft will be emailed to all members
2.
Members will respond within two weeks
3.
The response may agree, track suggested changes, or object.
4.
Where there is an objection to proceeding with the fact sheet that
Fact Sheet will be taken to a full meeting.

•

4.8

Sponsorship
The Committee resolved it is up to the Government to fund Committee
activities. Contractual agreements will be entered into by the Committee
as normal corporate relationship but sponsorship will not be sought at this
stage.

Committee to note calendar of events as an on-going document. Any member
that thinks we should have a presence at a particular event will advise the
Secretariat. Noted
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5.

4.9

EO advised of the planning to seek the secondment of Indigenous Education
Specialist (Ms Nora Kempster)
ACTION - EO to continue planning with Ms Kempster and relevant agency
heads.

4.10

Report on EO meeting with Administrator- Noted

4.11

EO provided a brief on the necessity of reformation of the Statehood Steering
Committee on the commencement of the 10th Assembly. - Noted

Members Reports
Mr Bourchier advised he will be speaking to the ‘Youth Round Table’ about Statehood in
August and will contact Executive Officer regarding possible alternates as he will be
away from September to January
Jenny Medwell provided a report which was tabled.

6.

7.

8.

Working Group Reports
6.1

Marketing and Communication
• Website a priority ACTION - EO and Pete Davies
• Mobile Phones as an incentive for the younger public to complete the
questionnaire at the shows. Might be better to buy them from various
agents so as not to favour one or the other. See Sponsorship Protocol
ACTION - Stuart Kenny to contact Telstra

6.2

Constitution Discussion Paper ACTION - Brian Martin, on-going

Information and Discussion
7.1

Docker River Report - Noted and deferred

7.2

Education Program
Co Chair introduced Ms Jan Sporn, Ms Raine Caldwell and Ms Anna-Maria Socci
from the Parliamentary Liaison Information Unit of the Legislative Assembly. The
Parliamentary Officers from the Parliamentary Liaison Information Unit gave a
brief on activities undertaken by that Unit and cooperation with the Statehood
Secretariat.

7.3

Aboriginal Governance - Deferred

General Business
8.1

Statehood Themes (refer to hand written paper from Co Chair)
(a) Role of the Statehood Steering Committee
The Role of the Statehood Steering Committee according to the Terms of
Reference is to provide advice to the Standing Committee on matters concerning
the Northern Territory’s ongoing constitutional development to a future grant of
Statehood.
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The EO advised of the current intention to report to the Standing Committee by
way of quarterly reports.
(b) Commonwealth Terms and Conditions
Co Chair noted Legal adviser Mr Graham Nicholson advised engagement with
the Commonwealth is required sooner rather than later.
Draft advice is to be prepared from the Steering Committee to the new Standing
Committee with a view to engaging the Commonwealth on a government to
government level about relevant issues.
ACTION - Mr Martin, Co Chair with EO (Strategy document)
(c) Kalkaringi Issues
Is the Kalkaringi Statement still relevant to the people?
There may need to be in place some sort of MOU that relates to the rights of
indigenous people prior to development of a constitution.
ACTION - In the context of the Indigenous Constitutional Conventions of
1998 the EO to follow up.
(d) Research and Education Planning
Development of what elements of research will be undertaken for engagement
across the Territory. The Committee to examine and expand communication
strategy. Agenda Item for next meeting.

9.

8.2

The Co Chair canvassed the various levels of community participation by way of
creating Statehood Ambassadors - The proposal is to develop and circulate a
profile which identifies what we expect of them and for them to sign off and make
a commitment.
Friends of Statehood - people offering expertise at no cost who would like to be
recognised as ‘friends of Statehood’ ie scout groups etc
ACTION - Pete Davies

8.3

Big Picture Issues - Noted and deferred

8.4

Aboriginal Communications and Working Committee. Deferred

Other Business
Paper - Development workshop for Public Service employees - Ongoing
Document - Building Stronger Regions Stronger Future. In terms of Governance issues
Ms Vigants recommended Bob Beadman be contacted. ACTION - Co Chair

10.

Next Meeting

7th July 2005 Tennant Creek : 10.30am
Member for Barkly’s electorate office community meeting room

Meeting No. 4

Friday 16th Sept, Darwin : Time to be advised
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NORTHERN TERRITORY

STATEHOOD

STEERING COMMITTEE
____________________________ Minutes of Proceedings__________________________
Meeting No. 3

7th July 2005

The Committee met at 10.30am on the 7th July 2005, Barkly Electorate Office, Tennant Creek
and concluded at 4.30pm
Present:

Ms Sue Bradley
Mr Daniel Bourchier
Ms Margaret Vigants
Mr Brian Martin
Ms Jenny Medwell
Mr Stuart Kenny
Mr Jamey Robertson
Mr Kim Hill
Mr Geoff Shaw

(Co-Chair)

Also Present

Mr Michael Tatham
Mrs Sharon McAlear

(Exec Officer, Secretariat)
(Statehood Secretariat)

Apologies:

Ms Kezia Purick
Mr Peter Davies
Ms Irene Nangala
Ms Kathleen Chong-Fong

Note:

Parliamentary Members not yet elected to Standing Committee on Legal
and Constitutional Affairs Committee

Business
1.

Welcome
Co Chair thanked members for attending and recorded apologies.
The issue of attendance of members was raised. It was resolved that a meeting in
October be held in Nhulunbuy.

3.

2nd Meeting Minutes
Minutes of Meeting held 17th June 2005 were formally adopted.

3.

Business Arising - Action Items
3.6
The next 10 Fact Sheets (No 11 - 20) were discussed including the use of ‘tag
lines’. It was resolved that after some concerns and amendments from members
that they would be redrafted and resubmitted to members for comment.
ACTION - EO to amend and resend to members for comments
AGENDA ITEM next meeting - Issue of key words and agreement on how
we place them on our fact sheets as a general branding issue.
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3.7

Aboriginal Fact Sheet will be developed showing a timeline of “government” for
NT Aboriginal people.
ACTION - EO with input from Kim Hill

4.6

Survey Results
AGENDA ITEM next meeting (after all NT Shows)

4.7

Executive Group
DEFERRED until Parliamentary members are appointed

4.9

Indigenous Education
EO advised a memo and submission has been sent to the Clerk of the Legislative
Assembly seeking approval to transfer Ms Nora Kempster to commence in
October.
Parliamentary Liaison Unit
ACTION - Co Chair to send a letter of thanks to the Clerk to say how much
we welcomed input from the Parliamentary Liaison Unit and look forward to
working with them in the future

6.1

Website
On-Going
Mobile Phone Prizes as Show Incentives
RESOLVED that no incentives are needed for the Show Circuit
Constitutional Development
Mr Martin advised in his opinion that the ‘green book’ is a good model to work
with. A lot of good work has gone into that book.
On-Going

8.3

Statehood Ambassadors & Friends of Statehood
ACTION - EO to draft roles/responsibilities, resources and develop a
Strategy to get moving

Visitors joined the committee for an informal discussion:Barb Shaw
Pat Brahim
Rod Swanson
Michael Dougall
Kent Peak

General Manager of Anyinginyi Health
General Manager Julalakari Aboriginal Corporation
Mayor Tennant Creek Town Council
Regional Director Barkly
Consultant

Concerns raised:•
•
•

Demonstration of practical responses is needed rather than just words on paper
Inclusion in the constitution process must come from the start
Communicating with the people on the ground - best form of communication
Imparja (15 languages in this region not including Borroloola) just to give the
picture of what Statehood is about.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Planting the seed, keep going back and watering it so people get a feel, for what
it is. Inclusion is important.
Key organisations - forums that are already established not new ones should be
used.
Barkly Region Safer Communities Committee (BRSCC) is one forum we may
wish to use as it has representation of nearly every stakeholder in the area.
Suggested that there be a Statehood presentation at a general stakeholders
meeting.
Ali Curung - stand alone community should be targeted.
Tennant Creek Town Council should be targeted.
Barkly Regional Co-ordination Committee - Barkly heads of each govt dept NGO’s invited 6 monthly - could structure a meeting to include all others suggest the SSC use this resource.
Speakers - write direct to the agencies - community awareness and education.
Indigenous people need direct consultation.
Employ Interpreters to get the message out.
Audio/video - television station at Ali Curung may be useful.
Not a lot of areas with video conferencing availability.
Show some positive things to get people back on board - perception
amongst indigenous staying as a Territory safe under Commonwealth

ACTION - The SSC will examine the above suggest approach to devise a
communication plan and advise the relevant organisations.
4.

Executive Officer Reports
4.1

Correspondence In/Out
Letter from Minister Henderson with regard to NT Representation on National
sporting bodies
NOTED & ACCEPTED

4.2

Canberra Bill of Rights
EO to provide a more detailed report to the committee

4.3

LCAC
EO gave an update of members - Terry Mills and Fay Miller from the Opposition,
Loraine Braham Independent and government members yet to be decided after
their next caucus meeting.

4.4

EO Background Report
Michael Tatham provided a brief CV

4.5

Show Reports
Presence at the Alice Springs Show was well received. Survey Questionnaires
being compiled
EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORTS ACCEPTED

5.

GENERAL BUSINESS
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5.1

Role of the Statehood Steering Committee
It is clear that its core role is to advise the Standing Committee on Legal and
Constitutional Affairs. If the SSC is to be effective then the SSC must be properly
resourced. Concern that the Standing Committee is normally serviced by a clerk
and that that position had been vacant for some time. This committee will be
asking a lot of the Standing Committee and if it is not properly resourced then our
requests may go nowhere.
ACTION - Co-Chair to write to the Chair of the Standing Committee seeking
assurance about resourcing of that Committee

5.2

Commonwealth Terms and Conditions
Re: Mr P Slipper’s correspondence with regard to emerging issues on the grant of
Statehood.
ACTION - EO to prepare dot point brief (in association with Graham
Nicholson) to advise SSC members about issues that may have
implications for Federal arrangements.

5.3

Kalkaringi/Batchelor Issues
Identify if there is a representative group with regard to issues from the Kalkaringi
and Batchelor Statements. Mr Shaw advised he believes the land councils and a
group known as Combined Aboriginal Nation of Central Australia (CANCA)
should be the representative groups to contact.
ACTION - Mr Shaw to arrange an invitation from the CLC for the Chair, CoChair and EO to attend an Executive Meeting for an informal discussion.
Mr Hill to approach the Chairman of the NLC and advise of his preferred
approach

5.4

Communication Strategy
At the Inaugural meeting the committee adopted the Draft Communication
Strategy as a starting point.
Co-Chair expressed frustration of current incapacity to document a cohesive
strategy to clear targets to use for planning and audit. Noted that all SSC
members are fully engaged elsewhere.
ACTION - Update the Draft Communication Strategy, look at the work
process and develop a clearer and more formalised plan.
ACTION - Draft Work Plan, target date set for end of dry 2007.
EO to draw up a framework, prepare a brief and send a letter seeking a joint
meeting with the Standing Committee to discuss resourcing
Ethnic Communities Paper
Ms Medwell presented her paper and discussion with regard to ‘Modules’ being
prepared
ACTION - Electronic Modules to be sent to EO. Ms Medwell to check
costings and update on progress
EO to write a brief about the establishment of the committee, fact sheets
available.
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Introducing the Committee
EO to redraft introductory letter - who we are first, close with a high
positive.
ACTION - All SSC members to provide profiles for website
6.

WORKING GROUP REPORTS
Deferred

Next Meeting

Friday 16th Sept 2005, Darwin

Meeting No. 5

Late October, Nhulunuby TBA
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NORTHERN TERRITORY

STATEHOOD
STEERING COMMITTEE
Minutes of Proceedings
Meeting No. 4

16th September 2005

The Committee met at 9am on the 16th September 2005, Litchfield Room Parliament House,
Darwin and concluded at 4.05pm
Present:

Ms Sue Bradley

(Co-Chair)

Mr Peter Davies
Mr Brian Martin
Mr Stuart Kenny
Mr Kim Hill
Ms Irene Nangala
Mrs Loraine Braham MLA

Ms Margaret Vigants
Ms Jenny Medwell
Mr Jamey Robertson
Mr Geoff Shaw
Ms Kathleen Chong-Fong
Mr Terry Mills MLA

Barbara McCarthy MLA
James Burke MLA
Mr Michael Tatham
Ms Pat Hancock
Mrs Sharon McAlear

(LCAC)
(LCAC)
(Exec Officer, Statehood Secretariat)
(Secretary LCAC)
(Statehood Secretariat)

Mr Elliot McAdam
Ms Kezia Purick
Mr Daniel Bourchier

(SSC Chair & LCAC Chair)

Also Present:

Apologies:

Business
1.

WELCOME
Co Chair thanked members for attending and recorded apologies.

4.

MINUTES of PREVIOUS MEETING
Minutes of Meeting held 7th July 2005 were accepted.

5.

BUSINESS ARISING - ACTION ITEMS
Members Web Profile: LCAC (SSC) members that are SSC members and Secretary to
the LCAC Committee to be included for the website profile.
ACTION: All Members to respond by end of September.- EO to draft profiles where
required
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Kalkaringi/Batchelor Issues: Letter has gone out to other 3 land councils - Northern
Land Council, Tiwi Land Council and Anindilyakwa Land Council.
ACTION: Waiting response . EO and CC to follow up
Ethnic Communities Paper: Ms Medwell advised translation of fact sheets into
languages needs to be done by accredited translators so there is credibility on the
translation itself. The Capacity Building Modules are still being sourced for electronic
form and fine tuning of the ethnic communities communication strategy.
ACTION: J MEDWELL agreed to prioritise languages needed, indicate reason for
priority order provide estimates of translation costs and advise of best methods to
communicate fact sheets to ethnic communities.
Introducing the Committee: Co Chair advised she was not entirely comfortable with
the intro letter that has recently been sent to some organisations and communities.
ACTION: Ms Hancock to examine letter and provide comment.
6.

RECOGNITION OF PAST WORK ON CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
The EO gave the committee an introduction to the documentation of the work done by
the Sessional and Standing Committees between 1985 and 1996. After discussion it was
resolved by the Committee to recognise the past work as a valuable resource within an
historical context.
Mrs Bradley, Ms Medwell and Ms Chong Fong were issued with copies of the
documents. If other members require copies they are available from the Secretariat
ACTION: EO to examine documents in detail in context of future work program

5.

CONSULTATION REPORTS
5.1
Central Land Council Meeting (Paper)
A copy of the annotated Indigenous Constitutional Strategy Document (incorporating the
Kalkaringi Statement) was included in these meeting papers. The document and letter
has been sent to the CLC and the committee are waiting a reply to the annotated
document. The CLC have been asked to identify an appropriate consultation process.
ACTION: The Committee noted the following draft resolution: The SSC notes the
outcomes of preliminary discussions with the CLC and the views of members on
these issues and agree to continue discussions to discern aspects of
Constitutional development arising from these discussions.
The SSC determines to audit these concerns at a later date once further
consultation has been undertaken with other groups.
OTHER COMMENTS NOTED BUT NOT DEALT WITH BY RESOLUTION:
• Bradley: CLC Exec agreed that Indigenous Constitutional Strategy
document was a useful starting point for statehood discussions.
• Martin: SSC needs to ask why these matters should be entrenched in
constitution.

28

•

•
•

Shaw: SSC should review the ICS document to tease out irrelevant
items, identify historical progress and identify some common starting
points.
Shaw: The green constitution should be utilised to define issues and as
a concrete starting point for comment.
Hill: Mapping should include Aboriginal Nation Groups identified
through Native Title Tribunal.
ACTION: EO to place on agenda for next meeting for some clear
direction.

Mataranka Town Council Meeting (Paper)

Noted

Borroloola Town Council Meeting (Paper)

Noted

Haasts Bluff Community Government Council advised they will take the introductory letter to
their council members '
6.

EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORTS
Correspondence In/Out
SSC agreed they would like to have the correspondence in and out available for viewing
ACTION: Correspondence File to be tabled at each meeting
Show Report
Noted
EO provided a summary of survey results and will be included on the website.
ACTION: EO to include Borroloola survey results in the Fact Sheet about Show
Surveys before submitting to the website
STAG Report

Noted

Statehood Schools Challenge Report

Noted

Parliamentary Activity 19th October
ACTION - EO to follow up members to participate
Website
Software has been installed to maintain the website.
ACTION -EO updating the website regularly.
Email Protocol
ACTION -EO and Co Chair to develop draft protocol for next meeting
7.

STANDING COMMITTEE ON LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS MEET
STATEHOOD STEERING COMMITTEE
The Co Chair welcomed members from the Standing Committee LCAC and all members
introduced themselves.
Report of SSC Activities

Noted
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Membership Process
• CoChair requested access to list of those people who originally nominated for the
Steering Committee but were unsuccessful particularly in light of the letter to
those people from the Chair asking them to remain involved.
ACTION: LCAC to consider and advise
• It was suggested that that where a nominee was employed to represent an
organization the nominee would change with a change in the position eg Minerals
Council, Cattlemen’s Assoc (future possible LGANT) all others are appointed as
individuals eg: a nominee from an organization, once appointed does not y need
to continually endorsed by that organization. Example the President of the Multi
Cultural Organisation to retain their seat on the committee.
ACTION: LCAC to consider the membership status to date.
•

Replacement and additional membership was discussed.
ACTION: EO and CC to follow up with LCAC.

Resources
Noted
Ms Hancock advised that the Standing Committee will be adequately resourced and
should there be an issue in a particular area then it should be brought to the attention of
the Standing Committee. Anything the Standing Committee does will come under
Parliamentary funding.
On Going Issues
• Indigenous governance-SSC needs to understand where LCAC is at with its
current reference on this issue and the June 2002 discussion paper.
ACTION: EO to place on agenda for SSC discussions with LCAC.
• Commonwealth Terms and Conditions- SSC need to understand NT position on
terms and conditions before meeting with Slipper Committee. We should be
aware of any agreements that were in place at the time of the 1998 referendum.

ACTION: EO to prepare documentation to LCAC for timely discussion. Pat
Hancock to advise when Slipper Committee plans to visit Darwin.

•

•
•

Communities wanting practical outcomes from statehood. Eg: recognition of
customary law. LCAC has brief from AG to look at this issue.
ACTION: EO to seek update from LCAC on their current position on this
issue.
ALRC: SSC would like to know what is happening with proposed amendments.
ACTION: EO and CC to raise at LCAC meeting.
SSC reporting to LCAC- It is clear SSC will come across a broad range of issues
well outside constitutional reform. Some may be issues the Parliament or
Government would like to address. Our TOR clear we report to LCAC which has
a narrow brief relating to constitutional reform. Is it appropriate that the current
reporting structure remain.
ACTION: EO and CC to address with LCAC.

Executive GroupLCAC Meeting Date 13 October - Executive Group to meet at 12pm on that day
ACTION: EO to provide an Agenda for the Executive Group
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8.

COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY
Revised Plan (Paper)
Recommendation A: In order manage available resources and ensure strategically we
are not overextending our limited resources, it is suggested the EO and Ms Kempster
integrate these into the Draft Work Plan and commence with contact of the key
organisations, develop a simple presentation, undertake some visits and in early 2006
use the experience to develop suitable messages to be disseminated in a n advertising
campaign using Imparja with further follow up visits. It should be noted Ms Kempster has
broad experience visiting and consulting with communities, using interpreters and
relevant methodology and has suggested commencing consultation in the Top End
during the Wet moving South during the Dry.
Committee noted that the service agencies may not be the most appropriate means to
communicating with indigenous people.
The Committee agreed with this recommendation.
Recommendation B: Continue to pursue relationships with the Land Councils.
The Committee agreed with this recommendation.
ACTION: Follow up letters sent with Chairs of the various land councils
Recommendation C: Roll out a Territory-wide strategy in 2006 based on further
development of timeframes and targets for the above model.
The Committee noted this recommendation.
ACTION: Development of 2006 Education Program based on content of Rec A ,
mapping process as well as research outcomes from CDU
Recommendation D: Plan a Public Forum for late October in both Darwin and
Palmerston based upon our database of show goers and others.
The Committee noted this recommendation
ACTION: Public Forum themes - EO to email draft checklist - Meeting of Marketing
Working Group to discuss further 26 Sept 05
Ambassadors and Friends of Statehood
Differences between Ambassadors, Friends of Statehood and Speakers Bureau was
discussed. Each would have a very specific role Earl James helping to draft papers.
Nominees not successful for a place on the SSC had been contacted previously to
become members of Ambassadors/Friends of Statehood
ACTION: EO to provide draft roles and protocols to present next meeting.
EO advised committee that an external meetings checklist is available to record issues
arising from outside presentations/meetings and kept on file
Coloured Letterhead/Business Cards - Noted
ACTION: EO to follow up - generic business cards for members
Co Chair Proposals - Question and Answer format
Discussed that a monthly or bi-monthly column in the newspapers be implemented in this
format.
ACTION: Meeting of Marketing Working Group 26 Sept 2005 to discuss further
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9.

FACT SHEETS
New Fact Sheet No 13 & No 14 drafted. Fact Sheets 15-25 redrafted and provided to all
members.
ACTION: Members to provide comments before next meeting (by Friday 21
October)
Key words and taglines
ACTION: Members to email their comments - EO to collate and provide report on
results back to next meeting
Launch of the 25 Fact Sheets
EO outlined proposal to launch at the proposed public forums in November.
ACTION: Members to comment on revised sheets. EO to proceed with launch
plans.

10.
COMMONWEALTH TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Advice from G Nicholson and dot points of advice presented by Mr Tatham. Noted

ACTION: EO to incorporate into work plan. See also Agenda item 7 above.
11.

CONSIDERATION OF A BILL OF RIGHTS
Report from Seminar in Canberra. Noted

Role of the Intern will be to provide a briefing paper back to the SSC. Looking at the current
ACT Bill of Rights, the Victorian Inquiry, some international examples and will provide a
summary of pros and cons of a bill of rights. Endorsed
ACTION - EO to flag as an agenda item when Intern Report is complete. Will be considered
with Session Committee’s Report No 8 of 1995
12.

CDU PROJECT UPDATE
The Scope of Work had been tightened up to reflect practical results identified by the
committee. If first pilot report doesn’t come back as useful the next $25 000 not be
spent. Noted
ACTION: EO to continue with procurement process.

13.

MEMBER REPORTS
• Pete Davies reported on his speech on a businessmen’s lunch which was
attended by approximately 38 people. In light of this being a first outing as a
member of the SSC Mr Davies suggested as a committee we need to ensure
‘speakers’ are well prepared and supported.
Thanks was given to Mr Earl James who attended also.
•

Daniel Bourchier’s report was tabled and noted.

•

Brian Martin reported on a trip he was invited to along with the legal profession at
Elcho Island to observe leaders of the community publish an Aboriginal
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I
I

I

I

I
I

Customary Law document with particular reference to criminal sanctions. This
was a significant step in demonstrating there is a system of law.
•

Mr Jamey Robertson reported on his attendance at the recent Statehood
Challenge. This was a very enjoyable experience and is recommended to other
members that are available to attend where the students are involved.

•

Mr Geoff Shaw spoke briefly on his meeting at the full Central Land Council and
some difficulties he faced being seen as an advocate of Statehood.

•

Mr Kim Hill raised the issue of population growth he has witnessed. We need to
recognise that there is a young emerging indigenous population no longer a
minority group.

n

II

N
li

Next Meeting No.5
Public Forum

Katherine
Darwin
Palmerston

28 October 2005
16 November 2005
23 November 2005

Meeting No. 6

Darwin

9 December 2005

Meeting Closed: 4.06pm
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NORTHERN TERRITORY

STATEHOOD
STEERING COMMITTEE
Minutes of Proceedings
Meeting No. 5

28 October 2005

The Committee met at 8.30am on the 28th October 2005, at the Katherine Hotel and concluded
at 2.30pm
Present:

Ms Sue Bradley

(Co-Chair)

Mr Peter Davies
Ms Jenny Medwell
Mr Geoff Shaw

Mr Brian Martin
Mr Jamey Robertson
Ms Kathleen Chong-Fong

Mrs Fay Miller
Mr Michael Tatham
Mrs Sharon McAlear

(LCAC)
(Exec Officer, Statehood Secretariat)
(Statehood Secretariat)

Mr Elliot McAdam
Mr Terry Mills
Ms Kezia Purick
Mr Daniel Bourchier
Ms Irene Nangala

Mrs Loraine Braham
Ms Pat Hancock
Mr Stuart Kenny
Mr Kim Hill
Ms Margaret Vigants

Also Present:

Apologies:

Business
1.

WELCOME
Co Chair thanked members for attending and recorded apologies.

7.

MINUTES of PREVIOUS MEETING
Minutes of Meeting held 26 September 2005 were accepted.

8.

BUSINESS ARISING - ACTION ITEMS
To be considered at Agenda Item 10

4.

EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORTS
4.1

Correspondence In/Out
Correspondence Files tabled with correspondence in/out and in/out emails.
Particular attention was drawn to the correspondence received from the Member
for Nelson. A copy of the letter and reply are on file.
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Letter from CLC wishing to provide administrative support for their delegate Mr
Shaw at SSC meetings was noted. Mr Shaw advised that he felt the support for
him is an internal issue for the CLC.
Invitation letters and emails to approx 500 people with regard to the upcoming
Public Forums have been sent out.
Ongoing Protocols
Email - It was resolved that when communicating to all Committee members by
group email the email not be carbon copies to other persons. If the sender
wishes to send the information they are communicating to the Committee
members they may wish to do so separately.
It was noted the protocol document requires amendment to reflect the
Communications Working Group is not a Select Working Committee of the
Statehood Steering Committee but an informal working group at this stage.
Statehood Schools Challenge (Darwin)
Oral Report provided reflecting on the value of the Statehood Challenge format
with school groups. The Students formed groups which worked on Fact Sheets
and gave a presentation back to the entire group.
Roll out Territory-wide Statehood Teacher’s Advisory Group (STAG) is
anticipated subject to resources. Alice Springs to be the next roll out in early
2006. The Secretariat is liaising with Raine Caldwell from PLU.
Website
Oral report provided.
Ongoing Web development and discussion with the Department of the Chief
Minister to maintain and update the site.
ACTION: Content of proposed funding Cabinet Submission
ACTION: Development of a new survey, questions and content prior to end
of year.
Committee resolved that the govt domain is not supported.
ACTION: Executive Officer to explore domain hosting and seek funds
through proposed Cabinet Submission.
4.5

Travel re-Determination
New Speakers Determination with regard to Travel Allowance was noted and the
Committee was advised the allowance would be direct deposited into member’s
bank accounts in conjunction with future meetings.
It was resolved that members should not be financially disadvantaged as a result
of their membership on the Committee.
ACTION: Members to provide advice as to any out of pocket expenses
incurred as a result of Committee activity.
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If any Committee member incurs an expense in the course of their duties as a
Statehood Steering Committee member they should forward a tax invoice.

5.

CO-CHAIR REPORT - Meeting Executive Group and LCAC
The Co-Chair reported on the Executive Group Meeting and the joint meeting
held on 13 October with the Legislative Assembly Standing Committee on Legal
and Constitutional Affairs (LCAC).
The Executive Group clarified issues regarding what constitutes specialist
knowledge and engagement of specialists under the Terms of Reference.
It was resolved the existing complement of staff are engaged as per normal public
service procedure and consultants will require approval under the Terms of
Reference as well as the normal procurement procedures of Government.
Ms Miller observed it may be useful if Minutes of LCAC meetings were available
to the SSC.
ACTION: EO to ask Ms Hancock for LCAC to consider this issue.
CDU Partnership process almost finalised. NOTED
Law Reform Conference 2006. NOTED: decision to attend will depend on any
further budget allocation.
Commonwealth Terms and Conditions - Government to Government issues were
discussed and it was NOTED the Secretariat is exploring a process to alert
Government of the need to at some stage reach an MOU with the Commonwealth
on a number of threshold issues.
Access to the list of nominees. NOTED Co Chair has drafted a letter to the LCAC
indicating the difficulty the Steering Committee faces in providing information to a
group of people as per previous correspondence when the Committee is unaware
who they are.
The Co-Chair also attended the Chair’s briefing to the Chief Minister. And NOTED
the Chief Minister encouraged the submission of a Cabinet proposal for further
funding.

STATEHOOD STEERING COMMITTEE BUDGET
Briefing for Chief Minister
A copy of the Briefing document was provided to the Steering Committee.
The Committee was advised the Executive Officer followed up the briefing with a
meeting with Graham Symons Deputy CEO, Department of the Chief Minister
concerning linkage between the Committee and the issues for policy decision on
a government to government level.
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ACTION: EO to prepare a submission to the Cabinet taking into account the
issues outlined in Mr Graham Nicholson’s recent advice and the 1996
Statehood Working Group Report, to canvass Commonwealth terms and
conditions issues for Territory Statehood.
The Budget Cabinet Submission was discussed as a separate Submission and
will be circulated to the Executive Group prior to lodgement with Cabinet
Secretariat.
ACTION: Budget Cabinet Submission to be prepared by EO and forwarded
through appropriate channels.
Issues of Customary Law were also raised with the Chief Minister noting the need
for some specialist expertise to cover this area of law and guide the policy
position in the future. NOTED

7.

NEW FACT SHEETS
Fact Sheets 1 3 - 2 6
Fact Sheet 20 - Territory Government, Territory Parliament should be amended
to ‘new state’
ACTION EO to amend
Fact Sheet 26 the Committee decided to hold Fact Sheet 26 for further
investigation
ACTION EO to examine issue further.
Fact Sheets 1 3 - 2 5 agreed to be published.
ACTION - Secretariat to publish first 25 Fact Sheets in hard copy and on
website.
Strap Lines
Tabled Paper - Recommendation to select a line.
ADOPTED: TOGETHER TOWARDS STATEHOOD
ACTION to be placed on published material and used in advertising where
appropriate

COMMITTEE AGENDA BUSINESS INTRERRUPTED Welcome Guests:
Katherine Mayor
Anne Shepherd
Town Council CEO Geoff Brooks
EO Member for Daly Julie Morris
EO gave a brief history and outline of the origins of the NT Statehood Steering Committee and
what the Committee has done to date.
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EO in response to questions asked by Mayor •
•
•
•
•
•

Federal Government has given in principle support
Draft Work Plan has a flexible time frame
Timeframe is not predetermined by the government
Schools - STAG to be set up throughout the Territory
Indigenous communication is very important
Hot topics such as uranium mines and radioactive waste are addressed but the
Committee is not interested in taking sides.

Discussions took place about working with the Town Council to conduct a Public Forum and the
Town Council could assist with contacts, venues and organisation
ACTION - Committee to consider a Katherine Forum in light of forthcoming Darwin
Forums.
Local Government issues:- constitutional recognition of local government was raised. NOTED
Identities from Katherine to work with the Committee.
ACTION - Ms Miller will discuss the nominees list with the LCAC
Daly region have specific views (Member for Daly Office representative) - Pine Creek has a very
strong local community identity and they like to have a say and to be involved. NOTED in
context of a separate forum if progressed.
A point of distribution Fact Sheet Packs - Council office and library.
ACTION SSC Secretariat to send 25 Fact Sheet Packs for initial trial distribution

MEETING CONTINUED - AFTERNOON SESSION - Agenda Item 8
COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY
8.1 Draft Electronic Media Plan
A draft working document was provided to the meeting - EO explained it fits as
an annexure to the NT SSC Communication Strategy 2005-2006
ACTION - Ongoing development of this strategy and seeking of funds to
support it via the proposed Cabinet Submission.
Multilingual Broadcasting Council Radio.
ACTION: Jenny Medwell to check if they take paid advertising. EO to get
details to send Media Releases
ACTION: Committee Members to send any further media outlets that are
not listed on the Draft Electronic Media plan to the EO
8.2 Aboriginal Communities - Draft Education Plan
Draft Plan was considered by the Committee as a working document only.
Recognition and thanks given to Nora for the work done to date.
ACTION Continue development of the plan
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Story boards still in development with the Department of the Chief Minister and
advertising agency. NOTED
The Committee discussed initial program of community visits - First visit being
Maningrida/Milingimbi on 7-10 November
Mr Shaw made some suggestions concerning the proposed itineraries. He
suggests the use Ti-Tree as a base for Barkly and Central visits.
ACTION: Members comments on the Draft Plan to be forwarded to EO or
Nora.
ACTION:
Community visits to commence on the assumption the
Committee’s activities are going to be funded.
8.3

Public Forum and Launch of Fact Sheets
Format and content of the Public Forum was discussed.
ACTION: B Martin, EO, Co-Chair to meet prior to Forum to discuss logistics.
ACTION: EO to book advertising in the NT News
NOTED: Mr Martin objects to the CDU being a venue (Museum, Casuarina
Shopping Centre Community Room, Entertainment Centre venues to consider)
(Katherine - Cinema Complex, Council Chambers)

8.4

Threshold Questions (Q and A)
Deferred to next meeting
ACTION to be placed on next agenda

8.5

Ethnic Communities
Circulated paper discussed, supplemented with update paper tabled.
Ms Medwell noted the Fact Sheets are not the core business of the Multicultural
Council and therefore a charge will apply for interpretation.
ACTION: Interpretation costs are to be included in the proposed budget
submission

9.

STATEHOOD AMBASSADORS
9.1

Friends and Ambassadors
Updated Paper tabled and noted. Mr Martin commented that the paper needs to
state clearly the role is voluntary.
ACTION: EO to adjust document to reflect voluntary nature of the role

9.2

Volunteers Policy
EO gave an update of volunteers in government. Committee expressed concern
about lack of policy.
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ACTION: EO to follow up with formulation of a draft policy in conjunction
with HR Manager
10.

CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
10.1

NT Self-Government Act (SGA)
Copy provided - Mr Martin commented the Act has been in operation since 1978
and served us well. Proposal to use the Act as a template for an NT Constitution.
ACTION: Co Chair to write to Speaker on behalf of SSC and ask where the
Self Government Act has been ‘difficult to work with’
ACTION: EO to use SGA as a template in to develop a model for minimal
requirements of a Constitution and provide to Committee for the next
meeting.

10.2

Framework Paper (B Martin)
Paper prepared by Mr Martin outlining the minimum constitutional requirements to
comply federal constitution and Australia Acts.
NOTED

Other Business
CLC request to provide secretarial support to Mr Shaw at Meetings was
discussed again See item 4.1. Mr Shaw feels the CLC will need to establish a
structure within their organisation to assist.
ACTION: Arrangements stand as is. EO to draft reply to CLC
ACTION: Mr Shaw to consult with CLC (Siohban McDonnell)
Next Meeting which was scheduled for 9th December 2005 to be rescheduled for
Late Feb 2006.
ACTION - Notice to be sent in late December
11.

OTHER MEMBER REPORTS
Christmas Party - Expression of Interest
ACTION: Pete Davies to email with some recommendations
Emails - Monthly newsletter/issue report to members
ACTION: EO to adapt his report from the Department of the Legislative Assembly
Weekly Planning Meeting into a brief newsletter for the members each month.
Co Chair lead a discussion on attendance and Committee membership
ACTION: Members that are representatives of organisations were asked to
provide written reports on the link they provide between the Committee and their
organisations at the meeting in February. EO to prompt members by 1 February
2006.
Proposed meeting with NLC, need to progress.
ACTION Jamey Robertson to attend with EO and Co-Chair
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Public Forum

Darwin
Palmerston

Meeting No. 6

Darwin

Meeting Closed:

2.30pm

16 November 2005
23 November 2005
Feb 24 2006

Annexure 2

Statehood Survey Results

NORTHERN TERRITORY

STATEHOOD
STEERING COMMITTEE

2005 Statehood Survey Results
The Northern Territory Statehood Steering Committee undertook a survey between April and
November 2005. A total of 1595 people took part in the survey. The survey comprised 10 basic
questions related to knowledge and understanding of Statehood issues.
The survey was conducted in the following forums - Fred’s Pass Rural Show; Alice Springs
Show; Tennant Creek Show; Katherine Show; Darwin Show; Borroloola Show; as well as
participants at information sessions and participants on-line on our website.
Further surveys will be conducted over the life of the Statehood Committee.
This survey provides the Committee with a better understanding of what people understand
about Statehood in 2005 and how we might provide further information and education about
Statehood.
The detailed results of the survey are as follows:
Question 1
Are you comfortable with your level of understanding of what Statehood means?
Yes 737
No 512
Not Sure 327
Nil Response 19

46%
32%
21%
1%

Question 2
If you were to receive more information on Statehood, what way would you like to receive
it?
Mail 453
28%
TV 315
20%
Mixed media 189
12%
Radio 145
9%
Email 133
8%
Newspaper132
Total Other Responses 228
Question 3
Are there issues concerning Statehood about which you would need to be further
informed before you would support Statehood?
Yes 681
No 768

43%
48%
43

Nil Response 146

9%

Most commonly received comments Taking the figure of 681 Territorians wanting to know more as the baseline 100%, the highest
proportion of those surveyed (20%) want advice on financial issues. “Can we afford it” is a
frequently asked question.
135 cited funding, financial and tax issues as important to them (20%) 81 people wrote
comments such as “I want to know everything” 45 want to know more about parliamentary
representation in the Federal Parliament 35 asked what Statehood is; and 20 asked what the
difference was with 15 asking what the benefits are 10 people indicated outright they oppose
Statehood And a further 16 raised constitutional issues as important. Other individual comments
about issues such as speed limits, licence demerit points, fireworks, the cost of living,
indigenous issues, land rights, mining royalties, toxic waste and uranium mining were received.
Question 4
Do you believe the Northern Territory has all the same rights as a State already?
Yes 213
No 1055
Not Sure 313
Nil Response 14

13%
66%
20%
1%

Question 5
Do you know how many representatives the Northern Territory has in the two houses of
the Australian parliament?
Yes 724
No 855
Nile Response 16

45%
54%
1%

Question 6
Does the Northern Territory have its own constitution written by Territorians?
Yes 118
No 666
Not Sure 793
Nil Response 18

7%
42%
50%
1%

Question 7
Do you have a good understanding of financial relationships between the Northern
Territory and Australian Governments?
Yes 507
No 1071
Nil Response 17

32%
67%
1%
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Question 8
Do you believe the Northern Territory would be worse off financially if it were a State?
Yes 299
No 603
Not Sure 679
Nil Response 14

19%
38%
43%
<1%

Question 9
If the Northern Territory becomes a State do you want to change the name?
Yes 195
No 1353
Nil Response 47

12%
85%
3%

Question 10
Do you want to receive information from the Statehood Steering Committee?
Yes 700
No and No Response 895

44%
56%

‘

Note - percentage figures are rounded, where appropriate, to the nearest full digit.
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STATEHOOD WORK PLAN
Updated February 2006
Executive Summary and Notes
This is the second draft of the Statehood Steering Committee’s Work Plan. The original plan was
in seven distinct phases over a timeframe of approximately five to six years. This draft follows
the same benchmarks but is adjusted to reflect the situation as at December 2005.
Objectives
Bringing about Statehood for the Northern Territory in a timely, cost effective and efficient
manner is the main aim.
Flexibility remains the focus of any recommendations made to the Standing Committee on Legal
and Constitutional Affairs as well as the Statehood Steering Committee in terms of implementing
the phases of the plan.
Reporting milestones are determined according to the activities and priorities along the way.
Reporting to the Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs is undertaken in
quarterly reports. A report to the Parliament is envisaged for the February 2006 sittings.
The phases are: 1. Establishing the Statehood Steering Committee; 2. Community Consultation;
3. Community Education; 4. Public Meetings and Hearings; 5. Legal Requirements; 6. Statehood
Convention; 7. Referendum.
At the completion of the first year of the existence of the Office of the Statehood Steering
Committee Phase One is complete and the next two phases of community consultation and
education have commenced and are ongoing in tandem. Activities and outcomes for 2005 have
been moved to the end of this document.
COMMUNITY EDUCATION
Year Two (2006)
The second year builds upon the first year of activities with the implementation of a Territory
wide community education program. Some of the first year’s activities that are unrealised such
as advertising to raise awareness are incorporated into the 2006 year in anticipation of funding
being provided.
The 1999 Standing Committee Report found the need for an education program on Statehood
was raised more consistently across the Territory than any other issue. The Steering Committee
has considered the plan for community education as well as school education and will oversee
its further implementation this year.
Schools Specific education is being handled through the Statehood Teachers Advisory Group
(STAG) relationships. A direct mail to all senior schools in the Territory was sent on 12
December 2005 to assist with planning for the 2006 School year. Principals and SOSE
Coordinators were targeted as suggested by STAG.
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January 2006
• No Statehood Steering Committee Meeting.
• Planning and preparation - ongoing.
February 2006
Sittings 14,15,16,21,22,23
• Draft Report to Legislative Assembly for Minister McAdam as Chair
• Draft a Cabinet Submission regarding Commonwealth Terms and Conditions attaching
Mr Nicholson’s advice, the 1996 Working Group Report and analysis of previous situation
where these were not resolved. Approval to circulate then lodge.
• 6th Meeting of Steering Committee.24 February, Darwin.
• The Steering Committee agenda will focus on the community and schools education
process for the year ahead and communications themes and strategies.
• The meeting may not proceed without further funding.
• Meet with NLC
• Chase other Land Councils
• Commence plan for Darwin and urban area visits/consultation (Nora)
Visits
•
•
•
•
•
•

HiBiscuss Shopping Centre x 2
Nightcliff Shopping Centre x 2 (trial run of shopping centre)
Parap and Nightcliff Market
Forwaard, Indigenous employment centre, Indigenous Urban communities, One Mile
Dam,
Knucky Lagoon and Palmerston Village
Presentation to Indigenous Employment an CDEP Darwin
(late February to be
confirmed)

March 2006
(Full CLC meeting out at Utopia possible invite from Maurie Ryan Deputy C hair)
Sitting dates 28,29,30
• Contact Barkly/Tennant Creek Organisations with our local strategy for the region to
follow up on the meeting we had with them last July. Strategy dependent upon funding.
• Follow up with Marion Scrymgour a plan for visiting Maningrida with her assistance.
• Coordinate follow up advice to Borroloola, Mataranka, CLC, Palmerston Council and
Katherine Council as to how we will liaise this year.
• STAG Meeting
• Advertising Planning
• Renew Nora for a further six months (subject to funding)
• Nora to continue urban visits / doorknocking
• Central Australia Business Expo - Statehood Stand 10-11 March
Visits
Tennant Creek 8/9
• Barkly Region Safer Communities Committee
Tiwi Island (2 night trip) 26/27/28
• Coincides with Cultural and Football Activities to increase profile
• Nguiu, Pirlangimpi, Milkapiti,
• Minjilang, Warruwi
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April 2006
• Meeting of Steering Committee.
• Planning for 2006 Show Circuit
• Buy advertising airtime and production of adverts (subject to funding)
• Website issues
• First Anniversary of Committee - Media opportunity
• Shopping Centres and Markets - Darwin area
• Craft Fair and Expo Presence 23 April
May 2006
Sitting Dates 2.3.4
• Executive Group Meeting re next fiscal year planning issues
• Implement Statehood Ambassadors and Friends of Statehood
• Check Status of Terms and Conditions Cabinet Submission
• Develop agenda for next meeting.
• Nora to report on doorknocking outcomes
• May Day 1st Esplanade exhibit - TBC
• Freds Pass Show 20-21 May
Visits
Jabiru (2 night trip) 8- 10 May
• Outstations and Gunbalanya
West Katherine region (5 night trip) 22 - 26 May
• Kalkarindji, Daguragu, Lajamanu, Yarralin
Timber Creek (2 night trip)
• Bulla Camp, Amanbidji,

June 2006
Sitting Dates 13,14,15,20,21,22,23
• Focus on community engagement do we have work for the Ambassadors. Are they self
motivating n their communities?
• Prepare for Budget Estimates
• Planning for advertising spend from 2006/07 budget (if allocated)
• Palmerston Festival 3 June
• Adelaide River Show 10th June
• Pine Creek Goldrush and Dijeridu Festival 23-24 June
July 2006
• Alice Springs Show 7-8 July
• Tennant Creek Show 14-15 July
• Katherine Show 21 -22 July
• Darwin Show 23-25 July
• Publicity surrounding Show Circuit
• Announcements
Visits
West of Alice Springs to coincide with Show visit
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Alice Springs Region 3rd, 4th, 5th 6th
• Amoonguna, Santa Teresa, Ntaria (Hermannsburg), Wallace Rockhole,
Anmatyerre Region (4 night trip) 10th 11th
• Laramba, Yuelamu, Nturiya, Wilora, Neutral Junction
Barkly Region (6 night trip- 9 night trip) 12th 13th
• Ali Curung, Epenarra, Neutral Junction, Stirling, Imangara, Mungkarta, Canteen Creek
Elliot, Corella Creek
August 2006
Sittings 22,23,24,29,30,31
• STAG Meeting
• Statehood Schools Challenge at PH
• Commence awareness advertising on radio and television
• Garma Festival 4-8 August - Arrange a stall if possible
• Harts Range Bush Sports Weekend - Possible presence for Statehood Ambassador or
Committee Member?
Visits
Nhulunbuy Area Visit 4th 5th 6th August
• Yirrkala Community, Laynhapuy Homelands, Marngarr Community,
Gunyangara,
Gapuwiyak, Ramingining, Galiwinku
South of Alice Springs
• Titjilkala, Finke, Ukaka, Mutitjulu, Docker River, (Swag and overnight Yulara)
Borroloola (2 nights)
Groote Eylandt (1 night)
September 2006
• Advertising ongoing
Visits
Port Keats Region (4 day trip)
• Nauiyu (Daly river community), Peppimenarti, Woodyculdiya (Outstation resource
centre), Palumpa, Wadeye.
Sandover Region (3 night trip)
• Utopia, Amplilatwatja, Alpurrurulam
Pently Highway (3 nights)
• Alcoota, Harts Range, Bonya
West of Alice Springs
• Papunya, Haasts Buff, Mount Liebig, Kintore, Yuendumu, Nyirripi, Areyonga
•
(Accommodation Tilmouth Well and Yuendumu)
October 2006
Sittings 10,11,12,17,18,19
• Follow-up Visits as required
• Statehood Steering Committee Meeting to consider a ‘hearing’ process
• Advertising of submission and hearings if desirable
• Masters Games 21-28 October. Maybe have a presence, assess against other Alice
Springs activities earlier in the year.
November 2006
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Sittings 28,29,30
• Assess the idea of holding Public Hearings - community members may wish to make
written or oral submissions to a ‘hearing’.
December 2006
• Review
LEGAL REQUIREMENTS AND NEXT STAGE
Year Three (2007)
Steering Committee meetings will have been considering a range of legal issues over the almost
two years of its existence. The Territory Government may have commenced a process of
examining the parameters of Territory Statehood with the Commonwealth toward creating a
Memorandum of Understanding on the Terms and Conditions of Statehood.
A plebiscite, referendum and Constitutional Convention are all next phase issues.
Where are we with discussions on a Territory Constitution and A Territory Bill of Rights? Review
what 2006 has brought up in those contexts.
The role of the Solicitor General or his delegate Mr Graham Nicholson, will increase this year as
we deal more intricately with legal and constitutional issues.
Previous reports indicate there may be a need for a question to be put seeking community
support for ongoing work on constitutional development. At this stage with two years of visibility
behind the Steering Committee the question - Do you agree the NT should proceed toward
Statehood? would test the waters further if required. The Committee resolved at its third
meeting (Tennant Creek July 05) a plebiscite by the end of Dry Season 2007 is desirable.
A plebiscite, referendum and constitutional convention will require an allocation of resources
specifically aimed at achieving those outcomes.
It is suggested in December 2006 / January 2007; the Steering Committee will review • What is working and what isn’t?
• How have the Indigenous Framework concerns been met?
• What does the consultation process and database look like?
• How is it tracking in terms of constant interaction and feedback?
• Activities of the Steering Committee have yielded?
• What resolutions have come out of the Steering Committee that remain unaddressed?
• Reporting of these to the Standing Committee has resulted in?
• What should we do differently?
• Evaluate the timeframe and proposal for a plebiscite.
• Evaluate Terms and Conditions status.
After the evaluation of the legal requirements to take the process forward. As well as the
education and consultation processes a determination will be made as to the need for ongoing
education and consultation or progression to a process of seeking delegates for a convention.
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Note - the review and ongoing education/consultation may consume the remainder of year
three. This will push activities out by a further year according to this draft work plan. Otherwise
Year three may be dedicated to the plebiscite or to the holding of a Convention.
STATEHOOD CONVENTION
Develop a process for the realisation of an inclusive democratic Statehood Convention or
Statehood Summit.
Delegates to the Convention should be appointed (elected?) up to six months prior to the
holding of the Convention.
In this period they will become active participants in the process in terms of determining the
format and content of the Convention itself.
To ensure the process is democratic and transparent, the Delegates should be elected.
However, the Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs may decide to appoint
constitutional law experts and representatives of communities so long as they are not tainted by
being so appointed.
How to facilitate a Territory-wide election of delegates? The logistics need careful consideration
if it is to be a popular poll. Significant resource implications for a poll of this kind. A 2003
Discussion Paper: Conceptual Models on the Promotion and Awareness of Statehood and
Constitutional Development prepared for the Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional
Affairs estimated the cost of this process at around $1 million.
Briefing Material for Delegates - Finalisation of briefing material to be provided to delegates.
Delegates should be consulted on the form, volume and content of briefing materials.
Distribution of briefing material - Approximately four months should be allocated for delegates to
read digest and comprehend the papers. During the period information seminars should be
made available to delegates to assist in explaining and understanding the materials and the
issues they face. At the end of the period a final information session for delegates to ensure
clarity and preparedness for them to go forward to the Convention. Resource implications,
preparation of draft constitution documents required.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Business of the Convention - Review the process so far and gauge community
reaction as well as response from Delegates.
Development of question or questions to be put - Delegates to consider and vote on
questions they will consider during the Convention.
Development of a model agenda.
Presentation to Delegates - how an agenda could work.
Presentation to Delegates - Rules of Debate.
Delegates to vote on the rules of debate.
Delegates to vote on membership of a rules committee for the Convention.
Report back to Standing Committee and Legislative Assembly.
Hold Convention. The 2003 Discussion Paper estimated the cost of a Convention over a
twelve month period with 40 sitting days at approximately $2million.
Adopt a draft constitution.
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•

•

The 1998 Convention lasted 8 days over three weeks and had 54 delegates with a cost
borne by the Legislative Assembly alone of $432 000 notwithstanding the costs incurred
in the Department of the Chief Minister and other agencies.
The new Convention will have a framework as determined by the Steering Committee
and the Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs.

REFERENDUM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Consideration of the outcomes of the Convention by the Standing Committee on Legal
and Constitutional Affairs and the Legislative Assembly.
Legislative Assembly debate and adoption of draft constitution.
Preparation for a referendum.
Consideration of cost of a referendum - could it stand alone - Chief Minster made a
2003 commitment it would not be part of state or federal elections.
How many questions?
Referendum
If vote is ‘yes’ - Implementation Phase.
Grant of Statehood for the Northern Territory pursuant to S.121 of the Australian
Constitution.

YEAR ONE - ESTABLISHING THE STATEHOOD STEERING COMMITTEE
This phase now complete has been moved from the beginning of the original Work Plan to the
end of the document for review purposes only.
December 2004
Statehood Steering Committee advertising for membership nominees- completed
Year One (2005)
January 2005
• Establishment of the office of the secretariat to the Statehood Steering Committee completed.
• Acquire equipment and operational consumables, commence office fit out - completed.
• Establish office systems - completed.
• Develop contact database - ongoing.
• Direct mail sent from secretariat to interest groups - completed.
• DCM assisting with further direct contact via Community Engagement Division completed.
• Develop process for short listing nominees - completed.
• Complete work plan and Budget Cabinet Submission for 2005/06 - completed.
• Recruit administrative assistant - completed.
• Meet Parliament House Library staff and examine materials on hand - completed.
• Examine and catalogue all internal materials - completed.
February 2005
• Short list of nominees to be members of Steering Committee to be prepared completed.
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•
•
•
•

Shortlisted nominees to be presented to the Standing Committee on Legal and
Constitutional Affairs - completed.
Establish links with relevant Government agencies on external consultation - ongoing.
Develop a media plan and strategy for the Committee, Chair, Co Chair and Executive
Group - completed.
Develop protocols for Co-Chair of the Steering Committee - completed.

March 2005
• Standing Committee to select final membership and Co Chair of Steering Committee completed.
• Successful and unsuccessful nominees to be advised - completed.
• Secretariat to make individual contact with incoming members of Steering Committee completed.
• Develop plan and agenda for first meeting of the Steering Committee - completed.
• Arrange presentation from experts such as Solicitor General - completed.
• Develop ‘branding’ for Statehood. Consult DCM Marketing and discuss with Steering
Committee at first meeting - completed.
• Establish links with Charles Darwin University regarding a proposed two year
collaborative research program on communication and community engagement with
indigenous and remote communities under the CDU/NTG partnership agreement completed.
April 2005
• 1st meeting of Steering Committee. Location Alice Springs (over two days) - completed.
• Conduct first public consultation on day two of meeting. Advertise as a ‘Public Forum’ to
test who comes and what they want to discuss - completed.
• Engage the Media to introduce Steering Committee members - completed.
• Prepare media call and media conference with Chair and Co Chair - completed.
• Exhibition planning for NT Shows in July (the last such show presence in 1995 was
deemed successful): Arrange logistics for exhibition space, accommodation, travel,
designs for display stands and screens, finalise temporary/casual staffing needs to staff
the exhibit - completed.
• Develop and finalise a Statehood Steering Committee booklet for production in June and
launch in July. This is to be a document stating the goals and proposed methodology of
inclusiveness of the Steering Committee - completed.
• Develop and finalise Fact Sheets to address frequently asked questions. Design, layout,
publication - completed.
• Develop Agenda for next meeting - completed.
May 2005
Budget Sittings 3,4,5
• Schedule meetings with key stakeholders in and external to Government to introduce the
concept and existence of the Steering Committee and discuss draft program of activities.
• Executive Group meeting - ongoing.
• First “in-service” for Darwin based secondary school teachers - Trial a two or three hour
session to be designed and delivered with assistance from the Legislative Assembly
Parliamentary Liaison and Education Unit - completed (STAG).
• Develop web presence - discuss with relevant internal agencies as to hosting and
maintenance - - completed.
• Continue developing materials for further Fact Sheets or materials as required - ongoing.
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June 2005
Sittings 14,15,16
Estimates 21,22,23,24
• 2nd meeting of Steering Committee. Location Darwin - completed.
• Training for Show exhibit staff as required - completed.
• Design advertising for local media outlets to promote a visit the Statehood stand at the
Shows - completed
• Book advertising - completed
• Finalise all Show and meeting arrangements for July - completed.
• Production of Fact Sheets and booklet - completed.
• Develop agenda for 3rd meeting - completed.
• Preparation for Borroloola Show (August) - completed.
• Recruit Indigenous Communities’ Liaison A06 Officer - completed
2. COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
July 2005
• 3rd meeting of Steering Committee. Location to coincide with show and Statehood
display presence. Conduct a consultative meeting as well. - completed
• Show Days/ Public Holidays • Friday 1 Alice Springs (Show is 1st & 2nd)
• Friday 8 Tennant Creek (Show is 8th & 9th)
• Friday 15 Katherine (Show is 15th and 16th)
• Friday 22 Darwin (Show is 21st -23rd)
• Activities associated with Show presence: Travel, staffing, training, accommodation,
advertising, design and production of static displays and material for dissemination completed.
• First Territory-wide awareness advertising campaign to coincide with the launches of the
introductory booklet and the Fact Sheets. Postponed
• Print and radio advertising to accompany launch. Postponed
• Launch of Fact Sheets & Booklet - completed.
• Distribution of booklet by direct mail to relevant stakeholders. Ongoing
• Develop agenda for next meeting - completed.
August 2005
Sittings 16,17,18,23,24,25
• 4th meeting of Steering Committee. Location Darwin- completed.
• Executive Group meeting. Postponed.
• First “in-service” for Alice Springs based secondary school teachers - Half Day session
with assistance of Parliamentary Liaison and Education Unit. Postponed.
• Arrange for Steering Committee to be given a presentation on the developing In-Service
Program, school curriculum issues and relevant parliament house education at this
month’s meeting - completed.
• Committee to give further consideration of current Standing Committee references on
Customary Law and an examination of the Kalkaringi and Batchelor statements in
context of Government action since 1998 - completed.
• Develop agenda for next meeting - completed.
• Borroloola Show 19 August - completed.
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September 2005
• 5lh meeting of Steering Committee. Location to be confirmed. Postponed
• Roll out of detailed program for school educators based on May and August In-Service
Program trial sessions if appropriate - partially completed (STAG).
• Following
the
examination
of
the
Indigenous
community
statements
(Batchelor/Kalkaringi) the Steering Committee could now consider the level of
satisfaction in indigenous communities relating to Government programs and progress
since the 1998 referendum. The Standing Committee is conducting an audit of progress
- link to this - ongoing.
• With endorsement from the Steering Committee the Secretariat will link into the Standing
Committee’s desktop audit to examine it form the point of view of Indigenous
communities levels of satisfaction. The aim of this consultation is to take the issue of
Statehood forward in these communities. The Secretariat could engage with the Office of
Indigenous Policy in the Department of the Chief Minister on this process-awaiting
decision of LCAC
• Secretariat to commence remote community outreach and relationship building. Visits to
communities across the Territory will allow the Committee to understand from first hand
reporting how communities have responded to policies in the context of readiness to
consider Statehood. Postponed to November 05.
• The Executive Officer (and Co Chair as required) to consult with peak bodies and travel
to identified communities as part of the audit process - ongoing.
• Finalise any annual report requirements - completed.
• Develop agenda for next meeting - completed.
October 2005
Sittings 11,12,13,18,19,20
• 5th meeting of Steering Committee. Location to be determined (Katherine) - completed.
• Executive Group meeting - completed.
• Develop agenda for next meeting - ongoing.
• Recruit Education Officer A 0 6 position for 2006 commencement not possible within
budget allocation.
November 2005
Sittings 29,30
• 7th Meeting of Steering Committee. Location to be determined. Postponed
• The Steering Committee to consider seeking the support of the Department of the Chief
Minister in developing and supporting a Statehood Senior Officers Coordinating
Committee (SSOCC). This would comprise senior officers from each relevant
Government Agency, particularly DCM, Justice, Education, Health and Community
Services in order to examine and identify access points within government. The role
would be to facilitate consultation and information sharing and promote statehood across
the Territory - Replaced at this stage by a series of internal presentations and
development of a Terms and Conditions Cabinet Submission.
• Secretariat consultation - ongoing.
• Secretariat to develop a database to record audit results and create a matrix of existing
Government responses noting progress and work yet to be done in relation to the
readiness and willingness of indigenous organisations and communities to consider
Statehood - Not commenced.
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December 2005
Sittings 01.
• No Statehood Steering Committee Meeting.
• Executive Group meeting if required - completed.
• Secretariat consultation - ongoing.
• Update databases - ongoing.
• Review Steering Committee procedures - ongoing.
• Develop agenda for next meeting - ongoing.
• Develop any new priorities for 2006 - ongoing.
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UPDATED September 2005
Introduction and Background
The Northern Territory Statehood Steering Committee (SSC) was established by the Legislative
Assembly of the Northern Territory to advise and assist the Standing Committee on Legal and
Constitutional Affairs (LCAC) on matters concerning constitutional development that may be tied
to a future grant of Statehood for the Northern Territory. The Terms of Reference for the SSC
were tabled in the Legislative Assembly on 17 August 2004.
The SSC has the major role in developing and guiding the communications strategy for issues
surrounding Statehood for the Northern Territory over the period of the campaign leading up to
any referendum on the issue.
The main threats to the goal of achieving eventual Statehood for the Territory are; hostility
arising from previous experience with the Statehood issue; hostility generally about politics and
governance issues; apathy; accessibility; and relevance for everyday Territorians.

Communications Brief
The 1999 Report into Appropriate Measures to Facilitate Statehood prepared for the LCAC
states “a very detailed program is needed to respond to the range of information needs identified
in the consultations and the market research” .
On that basis, the communications strategy is to provide a framework for raising awareness and
encouraging action among various Territory target audiences. It outlines and examines core
messages to be disseminated, products and materials to be utilised and promotional activities
and partnerships relevant to promoting Statehood across all Territory communities.

Communications Goals
•

•
•
•
•

To encourage individuals and the broader community to engage in discussion on issues
surrounding democracy, governance, fairness, self determination and ultimately
Statehood for the Northern Territory.
To reduce the level of confusion in the community about what Statehood means
To provide an understanding about constitutional issues and the way in which
constitutions work.
To increase the level of awareness about the rights and responsibilities of all Territorians
under limited self government and in the future if the Territory were to become a state.
To make the issue of Statehood relevant to Territorians in an everyday context.
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Ongoing Situation Analysis
Awareness
Territorians have varying levels of awareness about the issue of Statehood. The Report into
Appropriate Measures to Facilitate Statehood indicates “people want to understand this issue,
particularly from the perspective of themselves, their families and their jobs. Research also
indicates that people are now far more conscious of the importance of understanding Statehood
and making a personal assessment.” (page 5)
Given the heightened state of awareness in the wake of a 1998 referendum, this level of
consciousness can no longer be taken for granted.
The Statehood Steering Committee conducted surveys of 1595 people during the 2005 show
circuit and at other venues and found only 46% of people identified as being comfortable with
their level of understanding of what Statehood means. The complete results of the Survey are
available from the SSC in a separate report.

Attitudes
The 1998 referendum resulted in 51.3% of voters saying NO to the questions as put.
Whilst indicative, the results are contextual. The 1999 report shows us there was much
sympathy for the concept but some level of disappointment or hostility toward the process
leading up to the 1998 referendum is evident
Previous research materials on hand with the SSC secretariat show evaluation of attitudes
toward Statehood can only be realistically achieved through an understanding of general
attitudes towards government and current affairs.
The 1995 Qualitative Assessment of Community Attitudes Toward Northern Territory Statehood
used the focus group technique with 16 group discussions held across the Territory including
people from various ethnic and socio-economic groups and revealed a high level of pride in the
development of the Territory since self government and the uniqueness of the Territory. When
Statehood was discussed there was a demand for more information about “how Statehood will
affect my family and my lifestyle’.
A low level of understanding about fiscal arrangements between the Territory and the Federal
Government was revealed as was an almost total lack of understanding about constitutional
issues.
The concerns about the financial aspects of Statehood were raised during the 2005 Shoe
Surveys with ‘Financial Issues’ being identified as the most common issue Territorians require
more information about before they will support Statehood. The results of the 2005 Show circuit
and additional surveys of school groups and other groups are informing the Statehood Steering
Committee there remains a level of distrust and suspicion when it comes to Statehood. The
levels of pride about uniqueness found in 1995 are still evident in the interactions the Committee
has with Territorians about Statehood ten years later.
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Multiple Messages
Targeting messages is a major component of any Communications Strategy.
The members of the SSC with access to particular sectors of Territory society may assist with
the tailoring of messages to achieve the goal of promoting Statehood issues.
Our Show Survey indicated that the largest proportion of those surveyed wanted to receive their
information by direct mail. This informs us that those surveyed, mainly from urban or regional
centres or with access to them are willing to receive direct printed matter, however it is indicative
not conclusive.
Message targeting and accessibility of material is a key. For example, the 1999 Report
indicated; “ Particular strategies will need to be developed to consult with and inform Aboriginal
communities...because traditional information distribution through the various media and ‘mail
outs’ has been demonstrated to be totally inadequate”
The other most favoured means of communication revealed in the Show Surveys were television
and radio advertising. Newsprint advertising received a fairly low result.
The SSC Secretariat is engaging an indigenous communities’ specialist from October 2005 to
assist with the development of appropriate materials and methodology to promote Statehood
issues to Aboriginal communities. Field work will be a major aspect of the duties of this officer in
conjunction with the Executive Officer and Committee members.

Unique Selling Point
The unique selling point (USP) is that Statehood means equality; Territorians remain second
class citizens so long as we are denied Statehood.

Campaign audiences
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Territorians as a whole
Indigenous groups, communities and leaders
Business organisations and entities
School age and young people
Ethnic communities
Seniors
Isolated workers and communities in regional areas.

Messages
The key messages for the campaign should reflect the USP. Emphasising the need for equality
and fairness would be incorporated in the messages noting that the status quo means
Territorians are effectively second class Australian citizens.
The messages would be crafted with certain audiences in mind. The development of the
messages will depend on the context of their delivery
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With the pervasiveness of media and information sources most people block out information that
is not for them. One of the first roadblocks is whether or not there is a connection of values and
whether this message is directed to me. In developing the messages we need to use the values
to connect the messengers with the audiences.
Connection requires relevance - why should I be interested in this information - how will it help
me? Relevance needs to be backed up with credibility - Is this source credible? Do I believe
them?
We want the audience to see the messages and the messengers as the prime source of
credible, relevant information on democracy and Statehood

Messengers
Primary messengers
•
•
•
•

The Statehood Steering Committee (SSC) Chair and Co Chair
The SSC Members
The SSC Secretariat
The Northern Territory Parliamentary Liaison and Information Unit in the Department of
the Legislative Assembly

Secondary messengers
•
•
•
•

Members of the Legislative Assembly
Community and business leaders
NGOs
Local Government

Repetition of messages can only be effective if all messengers are briefed before they make
public statements and a well coordinated free media strategy is planned and executed.

Campaign Implementation Plan
Overview
A campaign to meet the goals of the communications strategy needs to work from the ground
up. Because of the existing low levels of understanding among Territorians about what
Statehood is and means, the communications campaign will need to start with messages
constructed around key issues of law making and the current financial relationships between the
Territory and Federal government then move toward more fully explaining governance,
Statehood, constitutional reform.
The overall strategy is divided into stages in order to allow time for clear consistent messages to
penetrate the com m unity.
A media campaign that leverages off a launch of the website and the Fact Sheets following the
display presence on the show circuit is suggested.
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1. The first stage involved announcing the membership of the SSC, the selection of a Co-Chair
and making a statement by conducting the inaugural meeting outside Darwin. Alice Springs was
the location. This provided a picture opportunity for media outlets and received coverage on
radio and in newsprint.

2. The second stage was the commencement of public consultation through the show circuit.
Media releases issued and radio, television and newsprint coverage has been achieved
increasing awareness of the Committee and its activities. Interest about the Show Surveys has
been good.
3. The next phase is suggested as a launch of the website and Fact Sheets. A major launch
could take place in the centres of Darwin and Alice Springs with community launches occurring
as we visit individual communities.

4. The fourth stage is the launch of the Territory wide community education campaign with
associated field visits and meetings. With the commencement of the indigenous education
specialist in October a generic paid campaign about finding out more and expecting a presence
could be launched. Cost is a factor. If we are to use electronic media the design, production and
broadcasting costs are possibly outside the budget allocation for the current fiscal year.
Alternately a media release could issue to get some immediate local coverage as we undertake
this task and a separate release about Statehood and Ambassadors may issue offering a
Speakers’ Bureau service later.

5. Further Stages include the information leading up to a plebiscite, the creation of a
constitutional development process and a constitutional convention and finally a referendum and
post referendum implementation phase.

Communication channels
1. Free media as a target group
Given the resources available for the campaign, there is a high reliance on free media coverage
to communicate the key messages. It is critical that free media coverage be strategically
targeted for maximum impact and maximum influence to the key audiences.
Placement will be targeted at wide general news coverage, print and electronic. However the
core of the free media effort should be focussed on securing media coverage in:

•

Talk-back and discussion programs on radio and key sections of metropolitan
newspapers should be targeted with this information

•

Suburban, community and regional media outlets

The local suburban giveaway newspaper is a cost effective and well-read tool for communicating
with Territorians - the Darwin Sun has already demonstrated its utility in this regard with front
page coverage on 2 February 2005 relating to the campaign to select members for the SSC.

2. Materials and products
•

SSC Members themselves
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•
•
•
•

Fact sheets
Booklet
website
Materials for the media launches including media releases, media kits, etc.

3. Events
•
•
•

Shows
Public consultations
Meetings

Concluding Notes
Ongoing evaluation of the strategy is required. This version is current as of August 2005. A
Media and Marketing Working Committee of the SSC was suggested in the February version.
The Committee adopted this recommendation however; the Working Committee has not met
since the brand development exercise in May and June.
The timeline for this strategy depends upon the time taken for each activity. It is envisaged the
education process will commence on a broader scale in October November 2005, and though
2006. The timeframes should be a matter for ongoing review at each Statehood Steering
Committee meeting.

Michael Tatham
Statehood Steering Committee
September 01 2005.
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Annexure 5
Media Releases

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

25th January - Call to Territorians to get involved
14th February - More Than 80 Territorians put their hands up for Statehood
12th April - Central Australians Confirmed for Statehood Committee
12th April - Membership of the Statehood Steering Committee
18th April - First Meeting of Statehood Steering Committee
21st April - Statehood Steering Committee Co-Chair Appointed
21st April - First Public Forum on Statehood
19th May - Statehood Steering Committee Coming to Fred’s Pass
28th June - Get the Statehood Facts at Alice Springs Show
7th July - Statehood Committee Comes to Tennant Creek
12th July - Statehood Katherine Show Challenge
18th July - 1007 Territorians and Counting
15th August - Surveys Show we want More Information
25th October - Statehood Forum - GET THE FACTS
14th November - Statehood Forum - THIS WEEK
21st November - We Need a Strong Voice from Palmerston at Wednesday’s
Statehood Forum
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Media Release 001
25 January 2005
Elliot McAdam MLA

Call to Territorians - Get Involved in Statehood
The Northern Territory takes a step toward to statehood today with the Chair of the newly
created Statehood Steering Committee Mr Elliot McAdam MLA calling for expressions of
interest to join the Committee.
The role of the Statehood Steering Committee is to consult with Territorians on a future grant of
statehood and report to the Legislative Assembly’s Standing Committee on Legal and
Constitutional Affairs.
“We are getting the Steering Committee up and running for 2005 with advertising calling for
nominations now taking place across the Territory,” Mr McAdam said.
“With the Australia Day holiday upon us, it is an ideal time to be thinking about how we want to
be governed and not just our identity as Australians but also as Territorians.”
“W e are looking for Territorians from a range of backgrounds with a commitment to the
Territory’s future. People willing to put in the time and effort to consult widely to develop
statehood for the Northern Territory.”
“People respected in their communities who can be an ambassador for statehood should
consider throwing their hat into the ring.”
“The Committee is to be representative of communities across the Territory from Central
Australia to the Top End and in between. Indigenous and non indigenous Territorians will be
represented as well as young people and senior Territorians.”
“Once the membership of the Steering Committee is finalised it will give all Territorians a place
to participate in discussions about statehood.”
“The Statehood Steering Committee will have a busy year ahead of them with the first meeting
planned to be held in Alice Springs in the first half of this year.”
Mr McAdam also announced the Legislative Assembly has established an Office of the
Statehood Steering Committee with a dedicated Executive Officer to coordinate the work
toward statehood.
Any person wishing to nominate should call the Office of the Statehood Steering Committee for
a form or download a form from www.nt.gov.au/lant/statehood and submit it by Monday 7
February 2005.
The Office of the Statehood Steering Committee can be contacted on (08) 8946 1418 during
office hours.
Media inquiries Michael Tatham 040 111 9570

w w w .staiehood.ntgov.au

Media Release 002
14 February 2005
Elliot McAdam MLA

More Than 80 Territorians put their hands up
for Statehood
82 Territorians have put them selves forward to be part of the history making
new Statehood Steering Com m ittee.
During a recent advertising campaign Territorians were asked to nom inate to
serve on a new Statehood Com m ittee representing everyone in com m unities
across the T e rrito ry from Central Australia to the Top End.
The Com m ittee will be tru ly com m unity based; all Territorians will be running
the Statehood agenda.
"Each and every one of these Territorians should be congratulated fo r taking the
tim e and making the e ffo rt to seek nom ination."
"It's great to see this level o f interest from fellow Territorians about Statehood
and being part of this new beginning fo r T erritory Statehood." C om m ittee Chair
Elliot McAdam said today.
The Legislative Assembly Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional
Affairs will m eet in the coming week to consider the applications and undertake
the difficult task of selecting those for the Statehood Steering Com m ittee.
" I t is going to be very difficu lt because I have had a look at some of the
applications and they are all of a very high standard" Mr McAdam said
"Once the Steering Com m ittee is up and running it will give all T erritorians a
place to participate in discussions about statehood."
" I f there are any more Territorians wanting to make a late nom ination there is
still tim e, but they will have to be fa st."
"C ontact the Office of the Statehood Steering Com m ittee on 8946 1418 before
Wednesday 16 February to get any last minute form s in and be part o f the push
fo r Statehood. "
Media inquiries Michael Tatham 040 111 9570

www.statehood.nt.gov.au

Media Release 003
12 April 2005
Elliot McAdam MLA, Chairman

Central Australians Confirmed for Statehood
Committee
Three Central Australian Residents have been confirm ed as mem bers of the
newly created Statehood Steering Committee.
They join the existing Chair, Elliot McAdam, MLA, the m em ber fo r Barkly and
tw o other Central Australian Members of the Legislative Assembly, Mrs Loraine
Braham and Mr John Elferink who also have a role w ith the Statehood Steering
Com m ittee.
"This is great news for Central A ustralia" Mr McAdam said today.
"W e had to ensure we got the balance right and with the quality of candidates
from Central Australia there was never any doubt we would have great
representation fo r the region"
The Central Australians joining the push fo r Statehood are:
.
.
•

Mr Daniel Bourchier 2005 Young Australian of the Year (NT)
Ms Irene Nangala Teacher from Kintore
Mr Geoff Shaw Central Land Council

"Each one of the members of the Statehood Steering Com m ittee was appointed
afte r a lengthy exam ination of more than 90 nominees. All the nominees
showed a dedication to Statehood th a t we hope to become reflected across the
entire com m unity" Mr McAdam said.
"W e have also determ ined to keep a place vacant in the short term to be filled
by another suitable young Central Australian candidate. This will even fu rth e r
increase Central Australia representation on the C om m ittee."
"The Statehood Steering Com m ittee will be meeting in Alice Springs later this
m onth and consultation with Centralians will start alm ost im m ediately"
A Co-Chair fo r the Com m ittee will be determ ined at a meeting later in April.

inquiries Michael Tatham 040 111 9570

www.statehood.nt.gov.au

Media Release 004
12 April 2005
Elliot McAdam MLA, Chairman

Membership of the Statehood Steering

Committee
Following a T e rrito ry wide advertising campaign seeking expressions of interest
and consideration of more than 90 nominees, membership of the com m unity
controlled Statehood Steering C om m ittee has been determ ined.
The Legislative Assembly Standing Com m ittee on Legal and Constitutional
Affairs announce the following people as members of the Statehood Steering
Com m ittee:
• Mr Daniel Bourchier 2005 (NT) Young Australian of the Year
• Ms Sue Bradley Com m unity representative
• Ms Kathleen Chong Fong S olicitor/ com m unity representative
• Mr Pete Davies Radio broadcaster/ com m unity representative
. Mr Kim Hill Reconciliation Council Nominee
• Mr S tuart Kenny Cattlem en's Association Nominee
• Mr Brian Martin AO MBE Retired Chief Justice/ com m unity representative
• Ms Jenny Medwell OAM M ulticultural Council/ com m unity representative
• Ms Irene Nangala Teacher / com m unity representative
• Ms Kezia Purick Minerals Council Nominee
• Mr Jamey Robertson Unions NT Nominee
• Mr Geoff Shaw AM Central Land Council Nominee
• Ms M argaret Vigants Territorians fo r Statehood Nominee
• Mr G alarrwuy Yunupingu AM Former Chair Northern Land Council/
com m unity representative
The Statehood Steering Com m ittee has a brief to consult widely, educate
T erritorians fu rth e r about Statehood and then advise the Legislative Assembly
on the appropriate steps to take on the road to Statehood fo r the Northern
T erritory.
The Chair of the Legislative Assembly Standing Com m ittee on Legal and
Constitutional Affairs and Chair o f the Statehood Steering Com m ittee, Mr Elliot
McAdam MLA welcomed the com pletion of the selection process fo r members.
"Each one of these dedicated C om m ittee members will be working ve ry hard
to g ethe r with all Territorians over the next couple of years towards Statehood.

...cont'd
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Media Release 004 contd
12 April 2005
Elliott McAdam MLA, Chairman

"All members of the Legislative Assembly Com m ittee, which m et on several
occasions to finalise the selection of these members, welcomes th e ir
enthusiasm and dedication to the task th a t lies ahead."
"Each and every person who nominated is to be congratulated fo r putting th e ir
name forw ard. They will all have a role to play, I am asking them today to
consider remaining involved with the Statehood Steering Com m ittee in oth er
roles they may be able to play in prom oting Statehood. The C om m ittee
Secretariat will be in touch with every one of them and asking them to be part
of the Statehood tea m ."
"We have taken the decision to keep a place vacant in the short term w ith a
view it should be filled by a young indigenous fem ale Central A ustralian" Mr
McAdam advised. "This will assist in balance and fresh perspectives fo r the
Com m ittee over its life".
A Co Chair fo r the Statehood Steering Com m ittee will be confirm ed at the next
meeting of the Standing Com m ittee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs
expected to be held by the end of this month.

Media inquiries Michael Tatham 040 111 9570

Media ReSease 005
18 April 2005
Elliot McAdam MLA, Chairman

First Meeting of the Statehood Steering
Committee
14 com m unity members of the Northern T errito ry Statehood
Com m ittee will m eet for the first tim e in Alice Springs this week.

Steering

Members of the media are invited to m eet the Statehood Steering C om m ittee at
lp m on Thursday 21 April at the Convention Centre where a new Co-Chair will
be announced.
The Steering Com m ittee meets over tw o days from Thursday 21 until Friday 22
April and will culm inate in a Public Forum on Statehood.
The Statehood Steering Com m ittee has chosen Alice Springs as the firs t location
to hold its meetings. Meetings will be held in different locations across the
T errito ry from tim e to tim e.
"A t each meeting we hope to give the w ider com m unity the o p po rtunity to
discuss Statehood with the entire C om m ittee" Chair Elliot McAdam said today.
"Alice Springs is an im portant firs t stop fo r the Statehood Com m ittee as Central
Australians need th e ir voices to be heard in all things related to S tatehood."
The Statehood Steering Com m ittee has a busy agenda with the m eeting going
over tw o days.
Agenda item s include:
• Examination of the Terms of Reference for the Statehood Steering C om m ittee;
• Discussion of a com m unications strategy to ensure all Territorians are engaged
in a tru ly consultative process toward Statehood;
• An understanding of issues th a t resulted in the rejection of the model the last
tim e Territorians considered Statehood and;
• Planning fo r education across the T errito ry on Statehood issues.
Members of the public are invited to attend a public forum at the Convention
Centre called Statehood - The Future in Our Hands on Friday 22 April starting at
12 Noon.
inquiries Michael Tatham 040 111 9570

www.statehood.nt.gov.au

Media Release 006
21 April 2005
Elliot McAdam MLA, Chairman

Statehood Steering Committee Co-Chair
Appointed
Long tim e T e rrito ria n and D a rw in re s id e n t Sue B ra d le y has been a p p o in te d as th e C oC h a ir fo r th e n e w ly fo rm e d S ta te h o o d S te e rin g C o m m itte e , m e e tin g fo r th e fir s t tim e in
A lice S p rin g s to d a y .
T h e L e g is la tiv e A s s e m b ly S ta n d in g C o m m itte e on Legal and C o n s titu tio n a l A ffa irs m e t
th is m o rn in g and c o n firm e d th e a p p o in tm e n t o f Ms B radley.
M r E llio t M cAdam MLA o rig in a tin g C h a ir o f th e S ta te h o o d S te e rin g C o m m itte e w e lc o m e d
th e d ecision o f th e S ta n d in g C o m m itte e and c o n g ra tu la te d Ms B ra d le y on h e r
a p p o in tm e n t.
"S u e B ra d le y w ill be th e c o m m u n ity fa ce o f th e S ta te h o o d S te e rin g C o m m itte e , she is a
re sp e cte d T e rrito ria n w ith a passion fo r S ta te h o o d , w e are v e ry lu c k y to h a ve h e r s k ills
and d e d ic a tio n fo r th is p o s itio n "
To re fle c t th e in te n tio n th e S ta te h o o d S te e rin g C o m m itte e be c o m m u n ity d riv e n C o C h a ir B ra d le y has a b ro a d b a c k g ro u n d w o rk in g w ith c o m m u n ity based o rg a n is a tio n s in
th e N o rth e rn T e rrito ry .
S p e a kin g fo r th e fir s t tim e to d a y in th e role as C o -C h a ir, Ms B ra d le y s a id ; " I am
pleased and p riv ile g e d to ta k e up th is p o s itio n . W e ha ve a big jo b ahe ad o f us a n d I am
c o n fid e n t th e c o m m u n ity w ill be p a rt o f th e process as w e w o rk to g e th e r to w a rd
S ta te h o o d ."
" I am g o in g to spend a lo t o f tim e ta lk in g to p e o p le , a skin g th e m to te ll us w h a t th e y
th in k and m a ke su re w e g e t th e m e ssage r ig h t fo r all T e rrito ria n s . People ne e d to be
c o m fo rta b le w ith w h a t a s ta te m eans fo r th e m ," Ms B ra d le y s ta te d w h e n o u tlin in g h e r
fir s t p rio rity .
"A s a lo n g s ta n d in g T e rrito ria n I ha ve a lw a y s b e lie ve d w e d e se rve to be tre a te d e q u a lly ,
n o t ju s t by C a n b e rra b u t by th e s ta te s as w e ll. O u r y o u n g v ib ra n t m u ltic u ltu ra l
p o p u la tio n , p ro x im ity to Asia and a b u n d a n t n a tu ra l w e a lth need to be re c o g n is e d fo r
th e c o n trib u tio n s th e y m a k e to A u s tra lia as a w h o le ."
"W e w o n 't give up u n til w e are e q u a l, w e are n o t g o in g to be ig n o re d f o r a n o th e r
h u n d re d y e a rs and I w ill be ta k in g th a t m essage to T e rrito ria n s w h e re v e r I g o in th is
n ew ro le ."

M edia in q u irie s M ichael T a th a m 0 4 0 111 9 5 7 0

www.statehood.nt.gov.au

Media Release 007
21 April 2005
Sue Bradley, Com m ittee Co Chair

First Public Forum on Statehood

The Statehood Steering Com m ittee will hold its first public forum on Statehood
in Alice Springs tom orrow .
The forum is called Statehood - The Future in our Hands.
I t will focus on com m unicating the messages to prom ote Statehood and why it
is up to us as Territorians to decide on a model fo r the future governance of the
Northern T errito ry th a t suits us all.
"W e have placed an announcement in newspapers and people have starting
talking about it so lets see if the public w ant to come along and m eet the
Statehood Steering C om m ittee." Co-Chair Sue Bradley said today.
"This is an ideal opportunity fo r Central Australians in Alice Springs to m eet the
m em bers of the Statehood Steering Committee.
" I t is an essential part of the Com m ittee's work th a t we are open and accessible
to the com m unities we m eet in. We are in Alice Springs to m eet local people and
listen to th e ir views. I f you support Statehood or even if you don't come and tell
us w h y." Sue Bradley urged.
The Public Forum on Statehood will be held at the Convention Centre at 12 noon
Friday 22 April.

Media inquiries Michael Tatham 040 111 9570

www.statehood.nt.gov.au

Media Release 008
19 May 2005
Sue Bradley, Co Chair

Statehood Steering Committee coming to
Fred's Pass

The Northern T erritory Statehood Steering Com m ittee will be at Fred's Pass
Show this weekend to give people in Darwin and the rural area the opportunity
to m eet Com m ittee members for the firs t tim e.
" I t will a great opportunity fo r newly appointed Com m ittee mem bers to get out
there and speak to people and get th e ir views on Statehood," C om m ittee CoChair Sue Bradley said today.
"W e will be testing some of the newly developed Fact Sheets on Statehood
issues, conducting surveys and offering Statehood Com m ittee representatives to
follow up with visits or fu rth e r inform ation if people have an ongoing interest.
'I t is our firs t tim e at any of the shows so we are very excited about the chance
to talk to Territorians in a fun and inform al atm osphere."
Sue Bradley indicated she is very interested in finding out the sorts o f things
Territorians th in k are m ost im portant when it comes to Statehood.
"People need to come and tell us w hat they th in k and w hat they want, already
prelim inary surveys are showing us Territorians need to know a lot more before
they are com fortable w ith any final moves toward Statehood, it is essential fo r
everyone to have th e ir say" she said.
The Northern T erritory Statehood Steering Com m ittee is made up of 14
com m unity members and three members of the Legislative Assembly. Its role is
to consult widely and develop strategies to provide education on Statehood
issues for all Territorians.
The Com m ittee m et fo r the first tim e in Alice Springs last m onth. C om m ittee
representatives will be at the Fred's Pass Show on your left shortly a fte r the
main entry to the grounds.
Media inquiries Michael Tatham 040 111 9570

vvww. state hood.nt.gov.au

Media Release SOS
28 June 2005
Sue Bradley, Co Chair

Get the Statehood Facts at the Alice
Springs Show
The Northern T erritory Statehood Steering Com m ittee will be at the Alice
Springs Show this week circulating Fact Sheets and surveying Centralians about
th e ir views on Statehood.
" I t will be a great opportunity fo r some of our Com m ittee m em bers to get out,
speak to people and get th e ir views on Statehood" Com m ittee Co-Chair Sue
Bradley said today.
"The firs t ten of our newly developed Fact Sheets on Statehood issues, will be
available for the firs t tim e.
"W e are also conducting surveys and offering Statehood C om m ittee
representatives to follow up with visits or fu rth e r inform ation if people have an
ongoing interest.
' I t is our first tim e at the Alice Springs show and we are very excited to talk to
Centralians in a fun and inform al atm osphere."
Com m ittee members have indicated they are very interested in finding out the
sorts of things Centralians th in k are most im portant when it comes to
Statehood.
"People need to come and tell the Com m ittee representatives w hat they think
and what they w ant, already prelim inary surveys are showing us T erritorians
need to know a lot more before they are com fortable with any final moves
tow ard Statehood, it is essential fo r everyone to have th e ir say" she said.
The Northern T erritory Statehood Steering Com m ittee is made up of 14
com m unity mem bers and three members of the Legislative Assembly. Its role is
to consult widely and develop strategies to provide education on Statehood
issues for all Territorians.
The Com m ittee m et fo r the first tim e in Alice Springs in April.
Com m ittee representatives will be at Stand G41 at the Show.
Media inquiries Michael Tatham 040 111 9570

www.statehood.nt.gov.au

Media Release 010
07 July 2005
Sue Bradley, Co Chair

Statehood Steering Committee Comes to
Tennant Creek Show
The Northern T erritory Statehood Steering Com m ittee will be at the Tennant
Creek Show this week circulating Fact Sheets and surveying locals about th e ir
views on Statehood.
"Following on from only our third C om m ittee meeting on Thursday 7 July, also
being held at Tennant Creek, it will be a great opportunity fo r C om m ittee
members to speak to people and get th e ir views on Statehood" Com m ittee CoChair Sue Bradley said today.
"The firs t ten of our newly developed Fact Sheets on Statehood issues, will be
available fo r the firs t tim e to people in Tennant Creek.
"W e are also conducting surveys and offering Statehood C om m ittee
representatives to follow up w ith visits or fu rth e r inform ation if people have an
ongoing interest.
'I t is our firs t tim e at the Show and we are very excited to talk to people in this
part of the Barkly in a fun and inform al atm osphere."
Com m ittee members have indicated they are very interested in finding out the
sorts of things people th in k are m ost im portant when it comes to Statehood.
"People should come and tell the Com m ittee what they think and w h at they
want. Already prelim inary surveys are showing us Territorians need to know a
lot more before they are com fortable with final moves toward Statehood, it is
essential fo r everyone to have th e ir say" she said.
The Northern T erritory Statehood Steering Com m ittee is made up of 14
com m unity members and three members of the Legislative Assembly. Its role is
to consult widely and develop strategies to provide education on Statehood
issues fo r all Territorians.
The Com m ittee m et fo r the first tim e in Alice Springs in April.
Media inquiries Michael Tatham 040 111 9570

www.statehood.nt.gov.au
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12 July 2005
Margaret Vigants, Acting Co Chair

Katherine Show Statehood Challenge

The Northern T erritory Statehood Steering Com m ittee will be at the Katherine
Show this week circulating Fact Sheets and surveying locals about Statehood.
"We are laying down a challenge to the people of Katherine - will they surpass
the num ber of people who visited us at last week's Tennant Creek Show?"
Acting Com m ittee Co-Chair Margaret Vigants asked today.
At the Tennant Creek Show 139 Territorians completed the inaugural Statehood
Survey. This follows the 318 who filled out a survey at the Fred's Pass Rural
Show, and the 342 people at the Alice Springs Show.
"W ith 799 already counted we are aiming to survey more than 1000 T erritorians
by the end of the Show Circuit this year, the people of Katherine should take the
opportunity to be counted and tell us th e ir views on Statehood" Ms Vigants said.
"The firs t ten of our newly developed Fact Sheets on Statehood issues, will also
be available for the firs t tim e to people in Katherine."
As well as surveys, there is fun fo r the kids with Statehood stickers, balloons
and tattoos and on a serious note we are offering Statehood C om m ittee
representatives to follow up with visits or fu rth e r inform ation if people have an
ongoing interest.
"Come along and have some fun, meet us at the Statehood stand, learn some
m ore about Statehood and most im portantly, tell us w hat you think.
"This is a great opportunity for everyone to talk about Statehood, we have
enjoyed the shows immensely and as a form er long tim e resident of the
Katherine region, this show is a personal highlight." said Ms Vigants.
The Northern T erritory Statehood Steering Committee is made up of 14
com m unity members and three members of the Legislative Assembly. Its role is
to consult widely and develop strategies to provide education on Statehood
issues fo r all Territorians.
Media inquiries Michael Tatham 040 111 9570

www.statehood.nt.gov.au
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M argaret Vigants, Acting Co Chair

1007 Territorians and Counting
The Northern T errito ry Statehood Steering Com m ittee has so far surveyed 1007
Territorians about Statehood during the 2005 Show Circuit.
The three days of the Darwin Show, starting this Thursday 21 July and
concluding on Saturday evening 23 July will give locals and visitors from around
the NT an opportunity to talk to Com mittee representatives and be counted.
"The results so far have been trem endous" Acting Co-Chair M argaret Vigants
said today.
"A t the Katherine Show we took 208 surveys, 139 at Tennant Creek Show, 342
at the Alice Springs Show and 318 at the Fred's Pass Rural Show. We now have
1007 and counting...
"W e were originally aiming fo r 1000 for all five shows, but w ith these great
results maybe we can do 1500 or more, said Ms Vigants.
"W e have had our firs t ten Fact Sheets available at each show and plan to
com plete a fu rth e r tw o, giving us twelve in tim e for the Darwin Show. The Fact
Sheets a tte m p t to answer some of the questions we are getting.
"All Territorians in town fo r the Darwin Show are invited to come along and have
some fun, grab a ta ttoo and a sticker, m eet us at the Statehood stand, learn
some m ore about Statehood and most im portantly, tell us w hat they think.
"The Darwin Show is another great opportunity fo r everyone to ta lk about
S tatehood." said Ms Vigants.
The Northern T erritory Statehood Steering Com m ittee is made up of 14
com m unity members and three members of the Legislative Assembly. Its role is
to consult widely and develop strategies to provide education on Statehood
issues fo r all Territorians.

Media inquiries Michael Tatham 040 111 9570
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15 August 2005
Sue Bradley, C om m ittee Co-Chair

Surveys Show we want More Information
With 1447 Territorians taking part in the Statehood Steering Com m ittee's Show
Surveys at this year's Rural Shows, 52% indicated they are not com fortable or
not sure w hether they are com fortable with th e ir current level of understanding
about Statehood.
The Northern T erritory Statehood Steering Com m ittee undertook surveys as
part of activities at the Fred's Pass, Alice Springs, Tennant Creek, Katherine and
Darwin Shows.
"The survey results show us we have plenty of work to do" Com m ittee Co-Chair
Sue Bradley said in response to the prelim inary analysis of the figures released
today.
Speaking face to face with thousands of Territorians about Statehood and
form ally surveying alm ost one percent of the population has provided the
Statehood Steering Com m ittee with baseline data to inform the developm ent of
an education and com m unication plan.
"The 2005 Shows offered us a te rrific opportunity to speak directly to
Territorians about th e ir views and understanding of Statehood. I t is not a sim ple
concept and we were pleased with the willingness of Territorians to discuss the
issues with us.
"4 2 % of Territorians need more inform ation before they will support Statehood.
I t is our role to provide th a t inform ation in the best ways possible." Sue Bradley
said.
43% of those surveyed are willing to receive more inform ation from the
Statehood Steering Com m ittee. 30% of those surveyed want inform ation in the
m ail; the second m ost popular means of com m unication identified was
television. The com plete figures are in the attached docum ent which will be
placed on the Statehood Website.
Members of the Statehood Steering Com m ittee will be at the Borroloola Show
this Friday 19 August to ta lk to more Territorians about Statehood.
Media inquiries Michael Tatham 040 111 9570

www.statehood.nt.gov.au

A Public Forum organised by the Northern Territory Statehood Steering
C om m ittee will officially launch the Statehood Steering Com m ittee's
com m itm ent to com m unity discussion on Statehood in the Northern T errito ry.
On Wednesday 16 November at 7.00pm the Statehood Steering C om m ittee
will : —
• Launch the firs t 25 Fact Sheets on Statehood
• Officially launch the w w w .statehood.nt.gov.au website and;
• Convene a Public Forum at Charles Darwin University
The Forum will take place at Theatre 2201 Charles Darwin University on the
16th and be repeated at Palmerston High School (in the T he atrette ) on
Wednesday 23rd November at 7.00pm .
Further meetings will be planned
throughout the T erritory in 2006.
Northern T erritory Statehood Steering Comm ittee Co-Chair Sue Bradley
encouraged as many people as possible to get involved and Get the Facts;
" I t is a great opportunity fo r Territorians to see w hat we have been w orking on
over the firs t few m onths of the Com m ittee's existence, to get the facts, to ask
questions, and give us th e ir view s" she said.
"W e will be welcoming a panel of presenters from Charles Darwin University
with plenty of opportunity fo r com m ent from the public".
Statehood has been on the agenda before, but now it is more im p o rta n t than
ever, dem onstrated by;
• The Comm onwealth's expressed com m itm ent to override existing T e rrito ry
laws in relation to a proposed radioactive waste facility;
• Reports indicate any T erritory right to be heard in the High C ourt will be
denied on this issue;
• Recent Commonwealth G overnm ent moves which will override T e rrito ry
G overnm ent policy on uranium m ining;
• i invA/iiiinnnacc hw fhp rn m m n nw palth to cooperate with the T e rrito ry on safari
.... cont'd

www.statehood.nt.gov.au

Media Release 014 contd
25 October 2005
Sue Bradley, Com m ittee Co-Chair

Territorians are encouraged to be part of discussion about how we w ant our
T erritory to be governed. I urge everyone to come along. We need to know
w hether Territorians are happy to stay as we are or if we w ant more say over
our own lives.
"D o n 't leave it to someone else; the best way to have your say is to come and
get involved." Sue Bradley said outlining the them e of the Forum Statehood Get the Facts.

Panel members from the Statehood Steering Com m ittee will be joined by
• David Carment, Professor of History, Charles Darwin University
• Ted Dunstan, PhD student in Law, Charles Darwin University
• Ian Thynne, Professor of Governance, Charles Darwin University

Statehood Public Forums are direct com m unity talk-back where everyone is
welcome to express th e ir views, get th e ir copies of the Fact Sheets and take
part in a com m unity driven process. For more inform ation contact the Office of
the Statehood Steering C om m ittee statehood@ nt.gov.au

Media inquiries Michael Tatham 040 111 9570

www,statehood, ntgov.au

T h e N o rth e rn T e r r ito r y S ta te h o o d S te e rin g C o m m itte e 's fir s t Public F orum in D a rw in w ill
be held th is w e e k.
On W e d n e s d a y 16 N o v e m b e r a t 7 .0 0 p m th e S ta te h o o d S te e rin g C o m m itte e w ill: •

C o n v e n e a Public F orum a t C h arles D a rw in U n iv e rs ity to

•

Lau nch th e fir s t 25 Fact S h e e ts on S ta te h o o d

•

O ffic ia lly launch th e w w w .s ta te h 00d .n t.Q 0v .a u w e b s ite a n d ;

•

D iscuss w h a t S ta te h o o d m eans fo r T e rrito ria n s

T h e F o ru m w ill ta k e place a t B u ild in g 23 in T h e a tre 1 a t C h arles D a rw in U n iv e rs ity .
A n o th e r F o ru m w ill ta k e place n e x t w e e k a t P a lm e rsto n High S chool. S ig n a g e and
d ire c tio n s w ill be a v a ila b le fro m th e U n iv e rs ity In fo S hop.
N o rth e rn T e r r ito r y S ta te h o o d S te e rin g C o m m itte e C o -C h a ir Sue B ra d le y to d a y o u tlin e d
w h a t co uld be d iscussed a t th e F o ru m :
"S p e a k e rs w ill ta lk a b o u t th e d iffe re n c e b e tw e e n being a T e rrito ry and a S ta te and
a n y th in g th e F o ru m w a n ts to d iscuss, can be d is c u s s e d " she said.
"T h e re w ill be an o p p o rtu n ity fo r a n y o n e a tte n d in g to have in p u t a b o u t S ta te h o o d
issues.
"S ta te h o o d is a b o u t p a rtic ip a tio n , w e have a once in a life tim e o p p o rtu n ity to shap e
o u r fu tu re and de sig n th e b e s t s y s te m o f g o v e rn m e n t to s u it T e rrito ria n s , e v e ry o n e
sh o u ld co m e a lo n g ha ve a say and G e t th e F acts" Sue B ra d le y said w h en e m p h a s is in g
th e th e m e o f th e F orum to d a y .
Panel m e m b e rs fro m th e S ta te h o o d S te e rin g C o m m itte e w ill be jo in e d by
•

-D avid C a rm e n t, P ro fe sso r o f H is to ry , C h arles D a rw in U n iv e rs ity

•

Ted D u n s ta n , PhD s tu d e n t in Law , C h arles D a rw in U n iv e rs ity

•

Ia n T h y n n e , P ro fe sso r o f G o ve rn a n ce , C h arles D a rw in U n iv e rs ity

In u rg in g e v e ry o n e to co m e along Sue B ra d le y said 'D o n 't leave it to s o m e o n e e lse ; th e
b e s t w a y to h a ve y o u r say is to co m e and g e t in v o lv e d ."
C opies o f all th e Fact S h e e ts w ill be m ade a v a ila b le a t th e F orum . For m o re in fo rm a tio n
c o n ta c t th e O ffice o f th e S ta te h o o d S te e rin g C o m m itte e s ta te h o o d @ n t.q o v .a u
M edia in q u irie s M ichael T a th a m 0 4 0 111 9 5 7 0

www. statehood .nt.gov.au
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Sue Bradley, Com m ittee Co-Chair

We Need a Strong Voice from Palmerston
at Wednesday's Statehood Forum
T h e N o rth e rn T e rrito ry S ta te h o o d S te e rin g C o m m itte e 's Public F o ru m in P a lm e rs to n w ill
be held th is w e ek.
" L a s t w e e k w e had 25 people a tte n d a Forum in D a rw in . W e ta lk e d to 15 0 0 p e o p le on
th e S how c irc u it th is y e a r and th is w e e k w e are ta k in g th e c h a lle n g e to th e pe o p le o f
P a lm e rs to n :
H ere is an o p p o rtu n ity to have a say a b o u t o u r fu tu re , so co m e alo n g a nd g e t th e
fa c ts ."
N o rth e rn T e rrito ry S ta te h o o d S te e rin g C o m m itte e C o -C h a ir Sue B ra d le y said to d a y .
On W e d n e sd a y 23 N o v e m b e r a t 7 .0 0 p m th e S ta te h o o d S te e rin g C o m m itte e w ill •

D iscuss w h a t S ta te h o o d m ea n s fo r T e rrito ria n s

•

P rovide copies o f th e n e w ly p u b lish e d 25 Fact S h e e ts on S ta te h o o d

•

D isp la y o u r new w e b s ite and

•

Listen to th e People o f P a lm e rsto n

T h e F orum w ill ta k e place a t th e P a lm e rsto n High S chool T h e a tre tte a t 7 .0 0 p m .
" D o n 't leave it to s o m e o n e else. T h is is y o u r o p p o rtu n ity to ha ve in p u t in to b e tte r w a ys
o f d o in g th in g s in th e T e rrito ry . I f yo u have e v e r th o u g h t th e re is ro o m fo r
im p ro v e m e n t th e n th is is th e place fo r yo u . I t is an o p p o rtu n ity to le a rn s o m e th in g , say
s o m e th in g and m a ke a d iffe re n c e " Sue B ra d le y said.
Panel m e m b e rs fro m th e S ta te h o o d S te e rin g C o m m itte e w ill be jo in e d by
•

D avid C a rm e n t, P ro fe sso r o f H is to ry , C harles D a rw in U n iv e rs ity

•

Ted D u n s ta n , PhD s tu d e n t in Law , C harles D a rw in U n iv e rs ity and

•

T he People o f P a lm e rsto n

C opies o f all th e Fact S h e e ts w ill be m ade a v a ila b le a t th e F orum .
For m o re in fo rm a tio n
s ta te h o o d @ n t.g o v .a u

c o n ta c t

th e

O ffice

o f th e

S ta te h o o d

S te e rin g

C o m m itte e

M edia in q u irie s M ichael T a th a m 0 4 0 111 9 5 7 0

www.s iate hood.nt.gov.au

Annexure 6
Fact Sheets and Folder Information

This Document contains the text of the folder designed to contain
Statehood Fact Sheets.
Folders are available from the Office of the Statehood Steering
Committee.

84

NORTHERN TERRITORY

STATEHOOD
STEERING COMMITTEE

Its your place to talk about Statehood
Contents

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Introduction
What is Statehood?
Why Statehood?
The Role of the Committee
Looking Back
A New Beginning
The Consultation Process
Getting in touch and learning more

Introduction
The Northern Territory Statehood Steering Committee is a group of people like you from all over
the Northern Territory.
Their job is to talk about Statehood with everyone living in the Northern Territory.
The Committee itself, its individual members and its representatives plan to visit communities
across the Territory to examine the issues Territorians want to discuss about Statehood.
The Committee wants to hear your views on Statehood. The opinions of Territorians who agree
with Statehood as well as those who may not be comfortable with the idea will be heard.
Statehood has been a dream for many Territorians since limited Self Government was granted
to the Northern Territory in 1978.
Democracy demands Territorians have a voice equal to all other Australians.
Fairness dictates Territorians decide how they want to be governed just like Australians living in
States. True self determination can only come with Statehood.

What is Statehood?
The Northern Territory Government can only exist because of a law made by the
Commonwealth Government, a law that can be changed in Canberra by non Territorians without
asking us.
Statehood would limit the ability of Canberra to interfere into local matters.
Statehood would make all the people in the Northern Territory equal to those people living in the
states of Australia.
The way we are not yet equal is evident in many of the laws of Australia.
For example, we do not get counted the same way in a referendum question that may be put to
all Australians on a matter of national importance.
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We do not have the same rights about making our own decisions and laws. Any law made in the
Northern Territory Parliament can be removed by Canberra.
The Statehood Steering Committee has produced a number of Fact Sheets that will tell you
about the difference between being a state and being a territory.

Why Statehood?
The Northern Territory is a unique place in Australia; its character comes from the unique land,
the people and the lifestyle of Territorians.
Because it is not yet a state, the people and the land in the Territory are subject to a different
system of government to the vast majority of Australians.
Being ‘Territorian” is what makes us different, but in the administration of government we are not
yet treated equally to other Australians.
So long as the same rights and responsibilities are denied to Territorians we will not be able to
take our place in a fully democratic society.
Statehood for the Territory means we get to make decisions for ourselves without fear of them
being changed. It means we get to express ourselves our way.

The FtoSe of the Committee
The Northern Territory Statehood Steering Committee is formed to provide a community based
focus to move to an eventual grant of Statehood for the Northern Territory.
The process is to take into account respect for and proper recognition of the Indigenous people
of the Territory and Indigenous people are to be involved in all stages of the process.
The Committee’s role is to represent the views of all Territorians to the parliament and the
government.
It is to ensure all views are respected and considered in providing advice on how to best obtain
Statehood.

Looking Back
Territorians were asked to consider Statehood in a Territory-wide referendum in1998.
At the time, a majority (51.3% of voters) voted against the model proposed.
Some people said after that they did not understand the difference between a state and a
territory enough to feel it was time to change.
Others did not like the constitution proposed.
It is important we understand the reasons why people said no and learn from those reasons but
it is not the role of the Statehood Steering Committee to go back over the past.
The Statehood Steering Committee is a group of people from all over the Territory who are
looking at what Territorians want if we become a state in the future.
It is different to any other way we have looked at Statehood before.
It is about everyday Territorians setting the agenda and telling the parliament and the
government how we want to move toward Statehood and when.
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A New Beginning
The focus of the Statehood Steering Committee is a new beginning. An opportunity for all
Territorians to decide together on what we need for Statehood.
•
•
•

What will our constitution look like?
Who will decide what goes into our constitution?
Why do we need a constitution?

All these issues will be part of discussions about Statehood that you will be hearing about over
the next year or two.
Many Territorians will be eligible to vote at a future referendum on Statehood who were too
young to vote last time or who were not in the Territory last time.
The Statehood Steering Committee wants to ensure these Territorians have a full understanding
of all the benefits of Statehood.
The Statehood Steering Committee wants to ensure that everyone who votes in the next
referendum knows just what Statehood is and what it means for all of us.

The Consultation Process
A program of activities is being developed by the Statehood Steering Committee.
Statehood will be on display at places coming to your community such as the annual Shows.
Information will be made available to schools and visits will be undertaken to communities
across the Northern Territory.
The Committee will be meeting in different locations over time to conduct public forums.
At these meetings any person will be able to come and meet the members and provide their
views on issues of Statehood.
A series of Fact Sheets have been developed on Statehood.
The Steering Committee asks you to look at these and let us know if they answer your questions
or if you have more questions that we can answer in any future Fact Sheets or other publications
from the

Getting In Touch and Learning More
You may contact the Statehood Steering Committee by email, regular mail, facsimile or
telephone.
We also have a website that we will be updating from time to time with information on Statehood
and information about the consultation process.
The Statehood Steering Committee welcomes your comments and views on Statehood.
www.statehood.nt.gov.au
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Self Government and Statehood
What’s The Difference?

•

A Northern Territory Government only exists because of law made by the
Federal Parliament. A law that can be changed in Canberra but not directly by
Territorians.

•

The Northern Territory Legislative Assembly has a limited ability to make laws
for Territorians.

•

Statehood means Territorians have the final say on how our government works.
We can have our own constitution and the ability to make laws like any other
state.

•

Statehood means that so long as the laws comply with the Australian
Constitution they are valid laws and cannot be changed by Canberra.

•

Self Government means that politicians in Canberra can abolish the Territory
Legislative Assembly and our government at any time.

•

Statehood means that outsiders cannot change the way Territorians are
governed; only Territorians can.

•

Self Government means that every time the Territory Legislative Assembly
passes a new law the Territory has to check the Self Government Act to see if it
complies with our limited ability to make effective laws.

•

Statehood means when a Territory law is passed it must be in accordance with
the constitution of the State.

•

Self Government means that politicians in Canberra can disallow any NT made
law

•

Statehood means politicians in Canberra cannot change valid NT law; only
Territorians can.

•

Self Government means unequal status and treatment compared with the
States.

•

Statehood means a fair go for all, Territorians equal to all other Australians at
last.

July 2005
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•

Law Making Powers
States are guaranteed broad powers under the Australian Constitution. The
Northern Territory has no such powers apart from those given to it by the federal
government in the Self Government Act which can be changed or repealed at any
time in Canberra.

•

The Executive
The Administrator of the Northern Territory is appointed by the Governor General.
State Governors are appointed by the Crown on the recommendation of a Premier.
Executive authority of the Territory is limited and may be changed by the
Commonwealth at any time.

•

National Referendum Q uestions
The Northern Territory is not counted for the purpose of determining whether a
majority of States has been achieved for a referendum proposal.

•

Senate Representation
The Australian Constitution guarantees all the original states the same number of
Senators in federal parliament. For example Tasmania as one of the original states
has 12 Senators which is equal to the number representing the most populous state,
New South Wales.
In 1974, the Northern Territory was granted two Senate seats. This grant was twice
unsuccessfully challenged by the states. There is no constitutional guarantee that
the Territory will always retain two Senate seats or indeed any Senate seats.
State Senators serve a term of six years. Territory Senators serve a term of three
years.

•

House o f Representatives Representation
There are 150 members of the House of Representatives. The Australian
Constitution guarantees all original states at least five members of the
Commonwealth House of Representatives (MHRs). Beyond this level, the number
depends upon the population of the State. Tasmania has 5 Representatives whilst
the most populous state, NSW, has 49.
The Northern Territory has two MHRs. The number of MHRs for the Northern
Territory is based on population. There has been recent argument that the Territory
may be returned to a situation of having just one MHR. There is no guarantee of any
i for the Northern Territory.

July 2005
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•

South Australia decided in 1902 to begin discussions with the Federal
Government to transfer the Northern Territory from South Australia to the
Commonwealth.

•

The Commonwealth decided in 1911 to complete the transfer and make the
Northern Territory a Commonwealth Territory.

•

As a result, the people of the Northern Territory lost their representation by
South Australia at the Commonwealth level.

•

The Commonwealth decided in 1922 to give the Northern Territory one member
of the House of Representatives but with no right to vote on anything.

•

In 1947 the Commonwealth decided to establish a Northern Territory based
Legislative Council with a majority of appointed members.

•

In 1958 the Commonwealth decided to give the Territory member of the House
of Representatives the right to vote but only on laws with a direct impact on the
Territory.

•

In 1968 our one member got full voting rights for the first time.

•

In 1974 the Commonwealth decided to give the Territory two Senate seats in
Canberra and allowed for a fully elected Legislative Assembly in the Territory.

•

In 1978 the Commonwealth decided to give the Territory limited responsible self
government.

•

In 1996 the Prime Minister and the states expressed ‘in-principle’ support for
Northern Territory Statehood.

•

In 1998 Territory voters decided to reject Statehood by a majority of 51.3% on
the terms being offered at a Territory wide referendum.

•

In 2004 the Territory parliament decided to establish a new the Statehood
Steering Committee to examine Statehood for the Territory on terms to suit the
overwhelming majority of Territorians and in a timeframe to suit all Territorians.

July 2005
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FACT
SHEET

Will Statehood give us a bigger voice
in Canberra?

4
O ver the com ing few years, Territorians will be asked to decide on w hat
term s they w ould accept Statehood.
S tatehood fo r the T erritory could, fo r exam ple, be conditional upon
m inim um guarantees of representation in C anberra.
T o som e extent, the voice a State has in C anberra depends upon its
population.
The existing States have guaranteed m inim um representation, so that
they have the sam e num ber of senators and a guaranteed m inim um of
five m em bers in the House of Representatives.
The conditions the Northern Territory, the C om m onw ealth and the states
agree to fo r Northern Territory entry into the C om m onw ealth as a state
will determ ine the voice we have in Canberra.
Historically the
C anberra.

N orthern T erritory has

had

a very sm all voice

in

This voice has grown over tim e as we have achieved Self G overnm ent
and T erritory representatives have finally been allow ed to participate fully
in all C om m onw ealth law making.
By becom ing a State on negotiated term s that cannot be changed by the
C om m onw ealth w ithout T erritory approval w e can have a stronger voice
in C anberra.
It is only by becom ing a State that Territorians can achieve equality with
all other Australians.
Statehood m eans as the T erritory grow s and develops we get a bigger,
louder, stronger voice in Canberra.

July 2005
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•

Representation in the House of Representatives depends on our population.

•

The existing states have a guaranteed minimum of five members of the House
of Representatives. Tasmania has five members; the Northern Territory has
two.

•

No new state has been made since the existing states were formed from
colonies in 1901.

•

The guaranteed minimum does not apply to a new state. The Northern Territory
may ask for a guaranteed minimum as a condition of entry as a State.

•

Existing states have an equal number of Senators; the number of Senators for
each of the existing states is 12.

•

The Northern Territory has two Senators.

•

Senators are the members of the Commonwealth Parliament who represent
every person in a state or territory.

•

The number of Senators the Northern Territory will have upon Statehood will be
a matter for negotiation with the existing states.

•

To be fair, we should have the same number of Senators as every other state.

•

It may be agreed with the states the Northern Territory will have fewer Senators
as a condition of becoming a state.

•

It may be agreed the Northern Territory has fewer Senators at first and then an
equal number later on.
W hat do T erritorians want?

•

Some Territorians have said they support Statehood but not on any terms.

•

Some Territorians support Statehood accepting compromises at first to start the
process and eventually achieve full equality.

•

No matter how many Senators, Statehood means a bigger voice for Territorians
running their own affairs.

July 2005
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What is the impact of
Statehood on financial
relations with the Commonwealth?
Statehood for the Northern Territory will not change the current financial arrangements
with the Commonwealth.
The Commonwealth provides grants to the States and Territories in the form of tied
grants called Specific Purpose Payments and untied grants called General Purpose
Payments which mainly come from GST revenue.
The Northern Territory receives Commonwealth revenue in the same way as the states
and has been doing so since the late 1980s.
Specific Purpose Payments are grants made by the Commonwealth to be spent under
the terms and conditions set by the Commonwealth. Those funds are generally to be
spent on Health and Education.
General Purpose Payments can be spent in the way a state or territory wishes.
General Purpose Payments are distributed to the states and territories on the basis of
‘per capita relativities’ calculated by the Commonwealth Grants Commission.
The calculation seeks to ensure that each state and territory has the capacity to provide
services at national average levels of efficiency.
According to these calculations the smaller jurisdictions such as the Northern Territory
receive more than their per capita share of GST revenue.
Despite moves by some of the larger states seeking a change to the way GST revenue
is allocated, the Commonwealth is unlikely to make any changes without the agreement
of all the states.
The current formula recognises the unique circumstances of the Northern Territory.
Statehood will not jeopardise the existing formula.
Statehood for the Northern Territory will preserve the right of the Northern Territory to
receive Specific Purpose Payments under S.96* of the Australian Constitution and will
entrench the right of the Northern Territory to be treated fairly for the purposes of the
allocation of GST revenue.
*S.96 states - The (Commonwealth) Parliament may grant financial assistance to any State on such terms and
conditions as the Parliament thinks fit.

July 2005

www.statehood.nt.gov.au

•

The C om m onw ealth has the exclusive pow er under the Australian C onstitution to
m ake laws for places acquired by the C om m onw ealth fo r public purposes such as
m ilitary bases and quarantine stations.

•

The Northern T erritory has a proud tradition of being a hom e to A u stralia’s defence
forces.

•

Northern A ustralia is the only part of m ainland A ustralia to be attacked repeatedly
during a tim e of war.

•

T erritorians have a unique perspective on the im portance of a strong local m ilitary
presence.

•

There is a significant m ilitary presence in existing A ustralian states and there is no
reason w hy the presence of m ilitary bases would not continue upon a grant of
S tatehood for the Northern Territory.

•

The 2004 Federal Budget com m itted approxim ately $102 m illion dollars to defence
capital projects spending in the Northern Territory.

•

A continuing m ilitary presence w ould rem ain a part of T erritory life upon Statehood.

•

O ur significance as a regional access point fo r A sia and a training location for
exercises will not be reduced by Statehood.

•

The Northern T erritory has served as an essential staging post fo r A ustralian
operations in South East A sia in recent tim es.

•

The Bali Bom bing in 2002 saw Darwin as a focal point fo r em ergency assistance.

•

The independence of East T im or saw Darwin used as a m ajor regional centre for
assistance to the w o rld’s new est nation.

•

The Boxing Day 2004 Tsunam i resulted in troops being deployed out of Darwin to
assist with the clean up of Aceh in Indonesia.
vn itself to be an essential part of A u stralia’s m ilitary
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•

The nam e of the Northern T erritory as a State is a m atter fo r all
Territorians.

•

Becom ing a State does not require a change of name.

•

Som e Territorians m ay wish to keep the nam e ‘Northern T e rritory’; som e
m ay w ant to change it.

•

During consultation about Statehood, the S tatehood Steering C om m ittee
is interested in your view s and suggestions on this issue.

•

The Statehood Steering C om m ittee will m ake a recom m endation to the
Legislative A ssem bly afte r detailed consultation as to the view s of
T erritorians on the nam e of the future State.

•

It m ay require a question at a referendum to determ ine if the nam e stays
the sam e or changes upon Statehood.

•

W hat do you think?

•

You m ay contact the S tatehood Steering C om m ittee by visiting our
w ebsite to com m ent on this and other m atters.

•

All opinions on the question of the future nam e of a new State will be
collected by the S tatehood Steering C om m ittee and a report will be
prepared to the Legislative A ssem bly before any further consideration is
given to the issue.

•

The nam e of the Northern T erritory will not change unless Territorians
w ant it to.
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the everyday cost of living?
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Statehood should not cost Territorians a cent extra.
Territorians would benefit from the fairness of Statehood without any
additional burden upon them.

•

The everyday cost of living in the Northern Territory is influenced by a
variety of factors.

•

These factors include international economic movements, the health and
stability of the Australian economy, policies of both the Federal and
Territory Governments and special circumstances we experience in the
Territory such as distance and remoteness.

•

Your everyday cost of living will still be something that you consider
when you vote in local, state and federal elections; the only difference is
that it will be a State election not a Territory election where these issues
can be decided by you.

•

A strong State Government means that the government in power in the
Northern Territory will be even more accountable to its electors.

•

Statehood affects your everyday life because it would make you more
equal as an Australian citizen, it does not affect the everyday cost of
living.

FACT
SHEET
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Australians voting to change
the Australian Constitution why Territorians don’t count
Territorians are Australian citizens, but Territorians do not have the same rights
as those in the states when changing the Australian Constitution.
The Australian Constitution can only be changed by a referendum.
A referendum is a question put to all voters. The rules require a majority of voters
in a majority of states, plus a majority of voters Australia wide to record a YES
vote (the ‘double majority’ rule).
Territorians as residents of South Australia in 1906 could vote and be counted in
the first Australian referendum (A YES result about the timing of Senate
elections).
When South Australia surrendered the Northern Territory to the Commonwealth
in 1911 Territorians lost their vote in a federal referendum and lost their vote at a
federal election.
YES votes were carried in referenda in 1928, 1946, 1967 and 1977 therefore
changing the Australian Constitution. Territorians had no vote.
NO votes were returned in 1911, 1913, 1919, 1926, 1937, 1944, 1948, 1951,
1967,1973, and 1974. Territorians had no say then either.
In 1977 a referendum question asked if electors in territories, as well as electors
in the states should be allowed to vote at referendums on proposed laws to alter
the Constitution.
The result was a YES vote. At last Territorians could vote again, but remember,
the rules require the double majority - a majority of Australians in a majority of
states to record a YES vote.
The Northern Territory is not a State.
For example, if there was a question that resulted in a majority of Australian
voters saying YES, but only three states and the Northern Territory made up the
majority, the result would be NO because it needs four states to say YES. If the
Territory were a State in this example the result would be YES.
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Is the Territory population too small for
Statehood?

Population is not a barrier to equality and fairness.
The population of the Northern Territory reached 200 000 for the first time in 2005.
The population of the Northern Territory represents approximately 1% of the Australian
population.
The population of Tasmania on attaining Statehood in 1901 was recorded as less than
172 000.
The population of Western Australia on attaining Statehood in 1901 is recorded as
around 188 000.
The population of Australia in 1901 is recorded as 3.78 million people.
The population of Tasmania was approximately 4% of the Australian population at the
time it attained Statehood.
The Northern Territory’s recorded population has increased about 40 fold since 1901.
Proportionally that is a much faster growth rate than the States.
The population of the US Territory of Alaska was approximately 138 000 in 1950.
Alaska became the 49th United State in 1959.
The population of Alaska today is approximately 626 000 representing about one
quarter of one percent of a total US population of around 294 million people.
The Northern Territory has a young dynamic population of energetic people living
across 1.3 million square kilometres of land mass occupying one sixth of Australia.
The people of the Northern Territory should not be denied Statehood on the basis of
how many people may live here.
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Territory Way of Life :
Firecrackers and Speed Limits

Some people have told the Statehood Steering Committee they do not want Statehood
if it impacts on their existing way of life in the Northern Territory.
Becoming a State will have no impact on the existing ability of the Territory Government
to make laws about speed limits, demerit points on licences or fireworks.
Speed Lim its The Australian Road rules commenced on 1 December 1999. The
Australian Road Rules are model rules formulated by the Australian Transport Council.
The Australian Road Rules had no legal effect until each State or Territory made laws to
apply them.
The aim of the Australian road rules is to provide certainty for drivers no matter where
they are driving. Road signs have been standardised but not all States and Territories
use all the signs.
For example; the derestricted speed sign of a black circle with a diagonal stripe is a
valid sign all over Australia but irrelevant where derestricted speed zones do not exist.
All States can have them if they want to.
During 2004 a group called the Pedestrian Council of Australia called on Canberra to
use its existing powers to impose speed limits on Territory roads.
So far the federal government has resisted this call.
Firecrackers The sale and display of fireworks is regulated in the Northern Territory.
Fireworks can only be purchased in certain circumstances, during a limited timeframe
and let off on a prescribed date.
For specific information on the rules regarding the purchase of fireworks, NT Worksafe
publishes material which can be easily viewed at
www.nt.aov.au/deet/worksafe/corporate/fireworks
The regulation of fireworks is a matter for the State or Territory to decide; Statehood will
not threaten our ability to have firecrackers - it is a decision of the government as to
whether fireworks are legal or not.
Statehood will not threaten the unique things in the Northern Territory that make us
different from the existing states. Statehood offers an opportunity for us to promote our
identity and difference on equal terms.

www.statehood.nt.gov.au

Statehood and the Aboriginal Land
Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976

•

The Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act is a law of the Commonwealth
Parliament. The Northern Territory Parliament cannot change the Land Rights Act.

•

In October 2005 the Commonwealth proposed changes to the Act to provide for a
Northern Territory based Authority to approve long term leases of land for the purposes
of developing commercial and residential interests in towns and creating new towns on
Aboriginal land with the permission of traditional owners.

•

The changes are relevant to Statehood because changes to the way land in the Northern
Territory is administered under this Act is the responsibility of the Commonwealth.
Legislation is debated and passed by a parliament with just two Territory representatives
in each house, two out of 150 in the House of Representatives and two of 76 in the
Senate.

•

Administration of the Land Rights Act by Canberra has previously been supported by
many traditional owners; with changes in the political landscape is this still the case in
2005? The following information provides some background to the Act.

•

The Act came about as a response to a Commission of Inquiry by Justice Woodward
completed in 1974 to examine appropriate ways to recognise Aboriginal land rights in the
Northern Territory.

•

In his report Justice Woodward found that land was an essential part of peoples’
economic wealth and their identity.

•

As a result, the Land Rights Act says that decisions about mining and other development
on Aboriginal land must be made by the traditional Aboriginal owners.

•

The Land Rights Act also establishes the land councils in the Northern Territory and
provides for the management of Aboriginal land.

•

The functions of a Land Council are:
1.

To find out and express the wishes and the opinions of Aboriginals living in their
area about the management of Aboriginal land and;

2.

To protect the interests of traditional Aboriginal owners, and other Aboriginals
interested in Aboriginal land in the area and to assist in the protection of sacred
sites on land (whether or not Aboriginal land) in the area.

•

The Act also outlined a process for land claims and provides for the Aboriginal Benefits
Account which funds the four Northern Territory Land Councils for operations and to
support Aboriginals in areas affected by mining.

•

The Future of the Land Rights Act as either a Commonwealth or a Northern Territory Act
is an important Statehood issue.

November 2005
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Some Important Historical Dates for
Aboriginal Peoples of the Northern
Territory
Aboriginal peoples had been living in the Northern Territory practising their laws and customs,
trading with their neighbours and forming their governments since time immemorial.
In 1824 the first Europeans to arrive in the Northern Territory established a short lived military
camp on Melville Island.
In 1872 the discovery of gold and building of the telegraph line connecting Darwin and Alice
Springs to England resulted in opening up Territory land to more Europeans. In many cases,
Aboriginal people fought to repel the new comers.
In 1928 a famous incident occurred, 300 kilometres northwest of Alice Springs when up to 100
Aboriginal people are reported to have been killed in the Coniston Massacre.
In 1962 Aboriginal people were given the right to vote, sixty years after it had been taken away
by Commonwealth legislation in 1902.
In 1963 the Yolngu people of north-east Arnhem Land presented a ‘petition’ to the Australian
Parliament in the form of a bark painting calling for their land rights.
In 1966 the Gurindji people led 200 Aboriginal cattle workers and their families in a walk off
from Wave Hill Station over unpaid and unequal wages. The strike lasted nine years and
eventually contributed to the recognition of the Gurindji land claim.
In 1967 a referendum result allowed for Aboriginal people to be counted in the census and for
the Commonwealth to enact any specific legislation for people of any race including Aboriginal
people.
In 1971 traditional land owners lost their case at Gove when the Supreme Court declared
Australia had been uninhabited land when Europeans arrived.
In 1976, the new Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act established the Northern, and
Central Land Councils and new systems of land management for Aboriginal Territorians. The
Tiwi Land Council was gazetted in 1978 and the Anindilyakwa Land Council was incorporated
in 1991.
In 1992 the landmark Mabo decision of the High Court found that Australia had not been
uninhabited land after all and recognised native title for the first time.
In 1993 the Native Title Act was passed to recognise the findings of Mabo and set up a process
for determining native title claims.
In 1996 the High Court found in the Wik decision that native title can still exist with other land
interests like pastoral leases.
In 1998 the Land Councils declared their opposition to Statehood until such time as the NT
Government negotiated Aboriginal interests in regard to Statehood.
In 2005 the Statehood Steering Committee will recommence consultations with Aboriginal
Territorians about Statehood.

November 2005

www.statehood.nt.gov.au

FACT
SHEET

15

Aboriginal Citizenship and the
Right to Vote

All men including Aboriginal men in South Australia had the right to vote from 1857. The
Northern Territory became a Territory administered by South Australia from 1863. Aboriginal
women under South Australian law had the right to vote from 1894.
The Northern Territory was administered as part of South Australia until 1911. The rights of
people living in the State of South Australia applied to all Territorians.
South Australian Aboriginal voting rights were protected in the Australian Constitution by
Section 41 which provides that all people who had State votes should also have
Commonwealth votes.
Even when the Commonwealth enacted a law in 1902 to set up uniform voting rights across
Australia which banned Aboriginal people from being enrolled to vote, Section 41 meant
Aboriginal people already enrolled in a State could vote in a Commonwealth election.
However, the interpretation of this 1902 Act by the Commonwealth Solicitor General in effect
meant only Aboriginal people enrolled in States prior to the new Commonwealth law in 1902
were still allowed to vote in Commonwealth elections.
When Territorians could finally vote again in a federal election in 1922 as the first Territory
representative was elected to Federal Parliament, Aboriginal Territorians were excluded.
The 1948 Nationality and Citizenship Act in theory made Aboriginal people Australian citizens,
because they were born in Australia. There was still no right to vote in Commonwealth
elections and in the Northern Territory no right for Aboriginals to vote in the newly implemented
Legislative Council elections.
In the Northern Territory the Federal Government had responsibility for the electoral roll for the
House of Representatives and the Territory's Legislative Council. The Electoral Regulations
provided that Aboriginals could not enrol or vote if they were wards as defined by the Welfare
Ordinance. In the Territory Gazette nearly all Aboriginals were declared wards before they
attained voting age. In August 1960 the Minister for Territories, advised that 15 277 persons
had been declared wards, all except one being Aboriginal.
In October 1961 a Select Committee on voting rights of Aboriginals, reported that some 17 000
Aboriginal people were declared wards in the Northern Territory. It recommended that the
Commonwealth Electoral Act be amended to provide that the right to vote at Federal elections
be accorded to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander adults.
The right to vote finally came in 1962 for all Aboriginal Australians.
In 2005 the Northern Territory Legislative Assembly has 5 members with Aboriginal heritage
out of a total of 25 Members.
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•

During August 1998 the Central Land Council organised a conference at Kalkaringi in
anticipation of the October 1998 Northern Territory referendum on Statehood.

•

From that convention a statement know as the Kalkaringi Statement was issued.

•

Following that convention another was held at Batchelor, arranged with the
participation of the other Land Councils.

•

The result was the production of a combined document called the Indigenous
Constitutional Strategy document.

•

The document states The Aboriginal Nations of The Northern Territory are governed
by our own constitutions (being our systems of Aboriginal law and Aboriginal structures
o f law and governance, which have been in place since time immemorial). Our
constitutions must be recognised on a basis of equality, co-existence and mutual
respect with any constitution of the Northern Territory.

•

The Strategy Document also notes the Aboriginal peoples represented will: Withhold
our consent (to Statehood,) until there are good faith negotiations between the
Northern Territory Government and the freely chosen representatives of the Aboriginal
peoples of the Northern Territory leading to a Constitution based upon equality, co
existence and mutual respect.

•

The Strategy Document outlines a range of issues that Aboriginal people considered
vitally important in the context of Statehood in 1998.

•

Many Aboriginal people see Statehood as an opportunity to realise some long held
goals in terms of recognition of traditional laws and culture.

•

The Statehood Steering Committee is seeking the views of Aboriginal peoples as part
of the consultation process. Some have already told us practical outcomes from
Statehood are important to them.

•

It is only with the participation of ALL Territorians that we will be able to move together
toward Statehood.
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Political Development of the
Northern Territory
Since self government in 1978 there have been eight general elections in the Northern
Territory.
Each Territorian of voting age (18 and over) has the opportunity to participate in
choosing their government.
According to a 2005 Report for the Australian Electoral Commission the participation
rates for electors in the Northern Territory on the Electoral Roll is 97.19%. The same
report indicates that the accuracy rate for enrolments in the Northern Territory is the
worst in Australia at only 80%. This is partly attributable to the NT having the highest
mobility rate (over 26%) in the country.1
One challenge to Statehood is engaging Territorians who may not intend to reside
permanently in the Territory. No matter if people are here for the short or long term
their political voice is lessened by virtue of living in the Territory.
Some people have said that because we are a young jurisdiction with limited self
government for less than 30 years we may be ‘politically immature’.
The Northern Territory (Self Government) Act (See Fact Sheet 1) is legislation of the
Commonwealth Parliament in Canberra.
The Self Government Act provides for limited self government. Its limitations do not
reflect the maturity of the Northern Territory electorate but are a reflection of
Canberra’s previous unwillingness to provide for equal status of the Northern Territory
with the States.
At the 2005 election, the Northern Territory electorate voted in five Aboriginal members
(making up 20% of MLAs) ten women members (40% of MLAs) and other members
from non English speaking backgrounds. The diversity of our parliament reflects a
young diverse community.
The Statehood Steering Committee provides all Territorians with an opportunity to
participate in the process to determine how we want to be governed if we become a
State.
You may wish to tell us what you think and what other information you may need
before you might consider Statehood for the Northern Territory.

Visit our website - www.statehood.nt.aov.au

Email us - statehood@nt.aov.au

1 Measuring the Accuracy of the Electoral Rolls and Testing the Effectiveness of Continuous Roll
Update Australian Electoral Commission 19 April 2005. Page 30.
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Territorians and a Process
toward Statehood
Statehood has been on the agenda for the Northern Territory for a long time. The Launch
Edition of the Centralian Advocate Newspaper in 1947 mentioned Statehood as a goal.
In 1975 former Prime Minister Fraser indicated Statehood would be attained in ‘five years’.
Between 1985 and 1996 successive committees of the Northern Territory Legislative Assembly
undertook detailed examination of Statehood related issues including the development of a draft
State constitution for the Northern Territory.
The Northern Territory Statehood Steering Committee was formed and met for the first time in
April 2005. Its role is to advise the Parliament about a process toward Statehood in a timeframe
to suit Territorians.
The process may be as fast or as slow as Territorians want. The process is not fixed, the views
of Territorians guide the process as we go.
The Chief Minister speaking in May 2003 indicated Statehood by 1 July 2008 may be desirable.
However, the Chief Minister has made it clear that neither the Government nor the Parliament
will be setting a firm timeframe; it will remain a matter for Territorians if and when we want
Statehood.
Statehood is not inevitable and will not happen without community participation.
During 2005 and 2006 a community awareness and education process is being undertaken.
It is expected Territorians will be taking part in constitutional development through the
Committee and via a constitutional gathering or convention.
Recommendations to the Parliament will follow, then a referendum asking Territorians to decide
about Statehood. Only then and if Territorians agree, the Commonwealth will need to enact laws
to allow us to become a State.
This process may take some time. Our surveys show us about half of all Territorians want to
know a lot more about Statehood before they will support Statehood.
We will be asking for your views and we want to know if you think we are going too fast or not
fast enough.
You can tell us any time by emailing us at statehood@nt.aov.au or calling (08) 8946 1437
We have begun to visit schools and communities to promote discussion on Statehood.
We will be conducting public forums and producing materials to help you decide. The Statehood
Steering Committee is your place to talk about Statehood.
November 2005
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Democracy Denied in the
Northern Territory
When South Australia gave the Northern Territory to the Commonwealth in 1911, Territorians
lost their democratic representation in Federal Parliament.
The Territory was ruled directly by an Administrator appointed from Canberra.
In 1918 the residents of Darwin marched in protest through the city to Government House
demanding the removal of the Administrator and an investigation into his administration. Many
were angry because they had no say in who ruled them; no taxation without representation was
a common catchcry.
The Northern Territory Representation Act 1922 first granted the Northern Territory one member
in the House of Representatives. One of the key critics of taxation without representation,
Harold Nelson, took up the first seat allocated to the Territory in the House of Representatives
however, he had no right to vote in Parliament.
In 1936 our Territory member in the House of Representatives obtained a limited right to vote on
matters relevant to the Northern Territory only.
In 1947 a Legislative Council was created in the Territory with six elected members and seven
members appointed by the government in Canberra who could outvote the six Territorians at any
time!
From 1922 to 1968 the Territory member of the House of Representatives did not have the same
rights as other members. Amendments in 1968 finally provided the full right to vote on all
matters before the Federal Parliament.
In 1974 the Northern Territory Legislative Council was replaced by the Northern Territory
(Administration) Act giving the Territory a 19 member fully elected Legislative Assembly with
limited powers.
During 1975, Western Australia and New South Wales challenged a 1973 Commonwealth law
allowing for the Northern Territory to have representation in the Senate. In 1977 Queensland
also challenged our Senate representation.
The Northern Territory had no direct say; it was a fight about our representation between those
States and the Commonwealth decided in the High Court.
The High Court decided the Territory is permitted Senate representation if provided for by the
Parliament in Canberra.
Territory residents had no vote in national constitutional referenda until 1977.
Territorians votes count only to the overall majority (See Fact Sheet 10)

Since then

In 1978 the Territory was given limited self-government by the Commonwealth Parliament in
Canberra with the Northern Territory Self Government Act.
Until we are a State admitted with a right of Federal representation, we have no guarantee of
ongoing Federal representation in either the Senate or the House of Representatives.
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•

Statehood means some differences that I may not notice in my everyday life.

•

It means that the Federal Parliament will have agreed to a level of representation for the
new State in the Federal Parliament that won’t be changed arbitrarily.

•

It means the Federal Parliament cannot abolish my elected and representative new
State Government and Opposition.

•

It means that when I vote at national referenda my vote will be counted exactly the
same as the other States instead of the current situation where it only counts in the
overall majority (See Fact Sheet 10).

•

It also means my government can get on with the business of governing - they do not
have to keep checking their competence with reference to the limitations of the Self
Government Act.

•

Statehood means I can be assured valid laws enacted by the new State Parliament can
only be overturned by the new State Parliament.

•

Statehood does not have to mean more regulation or bureaucracy in my life.

•

The process toward Statehood may be an opportunity for relationship building between
myself and other Territorians. We may come together to decide on a modern
constitution that suits us all as Territorians.

•

Statehood is a rare opportunity for all of us to have a say in how we are governed into
the future. Having a say in what forms our constitution and our shape as a State is a
legacy for future generations and an opportunity that does not come about very often.

•

Fairness and taking my place as an equal Australian can be the hallmarks of Northern
Territory Statehood.

November 2005
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Statehood for the Northern Territory does not mean an additional layer of government.
Statehood would mean we replace the Self Government Act, a law of the Federal
Parliament, with our own constitution.
It would mean the Chief Minister would be like the Premiers of the other States and he
or she would probably be called Premier.
It means the Administrator would be replaced by a Governor representing the Queen of
Australia as our head of State.
All States in Australia except Queensland have a legislative council. This is sometimes
called the ‘upper house’ of government. In the Federal Parliament in Canberra it is
called the Senate.
An upper house reviews and comments on legislation coming from the Legislative
Assembly and has a limited capacity to introduce its own legislation.
Statehood does not mean we must have an additional house of parliament.
The Statehood Steering Committee does not promote nor does it oppose the Northern
Territory having a second house of parliament.
An upper house could be a matter for consideration as part of the Statehood debate or
at a later time. It may be something we contemplate in relation to increased population
or other factors.
Local Government already exists in the Northern Territory. At the moment local
government representation is not Territory-wide. Some people think Local Government
should be recognised in a constitution. Where it exists, Local Government is separate
to Territory Parliament representation and Federal Parliament representation.
Territorians who wish to comment on this issue should contact the Statehood Steering
Committee to have their views recorded.
Statehood will not change the existing spheres of government.
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Statehood and the Proposed
Radioactive Waste Management Facility
The Northern Territory has a law called the Nuclear Waste Transport, Storage and Disposal
Prohibition Act 2004. This law prohibits a nuclear or radioactive waste facility in the Northern
Territory.
South Australia and Western Australia have similar laws.
The Territory law cannot prevent the Commonwealth deciding to place a radioactive waste
facility in the Northern Territory because Australian law overrides Territory law and in the case of
some radioactive waste laws the Commonwealth will prevail.
What if we were a State? The relevant Commonwealth law is the Australian Nuclear Science
and Technology Organisation (ANSTO) Act 1987 which says certain State and Territory laws do
not apply to ANSTO activities.
The ANSTO Act deals only with the activities of ANSTO. ANSTO activities include the nuclear
reactor at Lucas Heights in New South Wales. Waste from ANSTO may be stored in any State
or Territory.
However, valid State laws could still prohibit radioactive waste storage facilities that are not from
ANSTO.

This is where Statehood is relevant. States will have an advantage if they want to prohibit
other sources of radioactive waste (not generated by ANSTO), because they can enact valid
laws to prevent that waste being stored in their State. Remember Commonwealth laws will
always prevail over Territory laws but only sometimes over State laws.
Some people have said that South Australia being a State prevented the placement of a
radioactive waste facility at Woomera. This is not correct.
In the South Australia case, the Federal Court ruled there was ‘no urgent necessity for the
acquisition’ of the privately owned land under the Land Acquisition Act 1989 and rejected the
Federal Government’s argument that it would have been contrary to public interest for the
purchase to be delayed.
The Commonwealth is proposing to use Commonwealth owned land for a radioactive waste
facility in the Northern Territory, so the acquisition argument cannot be raised.
The
Commonwealth’s new legislation is specifically aimed at preventing Territory laws or objections
to the facility having any impact on the siting or building of the facility.
The Statehood Steering Committee provides this information as factual advice for all
Territorians. It does not have a view on the merits or otherwise of a radioactive waste facility.
This is a matter for Territorians and for the Northern Territory Government to discuss with the
Commonwealth.
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What Territorians say they
understand about Statehood in 2005
During the 2005 Show circuit, the Statehood Steering Committee visited Fred’s Pass Rural
Show, Alice Springs, Tennant Creek, Katherine, Darwin and Borroloola Shows where we
surveyed 1457 people on their understanding of Statehood.
A survey was developed with ten quick questions to prompt Territorians to consider how much
they know about Statehood and identify issues they may want to know more. We intentionally
did not ask people whether or not they support Statehood, although some people indicated they
do already and some said they do not.

Key Findings of Survey Results
The Statehood Steering Committee is mindful that this was a sample of people with access to
major centres and it may not reflect the views of Territorians in more remote areas.
More than half of people surveyed are either not comfortable, or not sure if they are comfortable,
about what Statehood means. Just 47% indicated they are comfortable with this issue.
42% indicated there are issues concerning Statehood about which they want more information
before they would support Statehood. 20% of those want information on financial and tax
issues.
This indicates some people are concerned that Statehood may mean the Territory would be
disadvantaged financially or that taxes could increase. The Statehood Steering Committee has
developed a Fact Sheet on financial relationships with the Commonwealth. (Fact Sheet 6)
66% of people are of the view that we do not have the same rights as a State with a further 20%
unsure.
51% of people surveyed are not sure of our Territory constitutional status.
Territory Self Government Act 1978 is an Act of the Commonwealth Parliament.

The Northern

The survey asked people about how they want to receive information. The most popular was
30% surveyed prefer to receive information on Statehood by direct mail.
The second most popular means of receiving information was television with 19% of participants
wanting to view information on Statehood this way. 10% want to listen to it on the radio and 13%
want to receive information from a variety of media.
The information collected tells us how we should talk to Territorians about Statehood.
These surveys are not conclusive. The Statehood Steering Committee has a lot more work to
do.
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The Commonwealth Constitution
and the Northern Territory
The Territory Government produced a document in 1986 entitled Northern Territory
Constitutional Disadvantages - Overview. Most of the content of that document remains current.
The document is available from the Statehood Steering Committee.
Some points from that document have been selected to illustrate the types of things that people
can take for granted if they live in a State.
The Commonwealth of Australia Constitution refers to ‘The States’ throughout the document.
The guarantees for the States do not apply to the Northern Territory.
Significant examples include the requirement the Commonwealth may not discriminate
between the States: the Commonwealth shall not, by any law or regulation of trade, commerce,
or revenue, give preference to one State or any part thereof over another State or any part
thereof (S. 99).
The Commonwealth Parliament has the right to make laws regarding taxation but those laws
cannot discriminate between States or parts of States (S51 (ii)) Nothing about the Territory in
there.

Trade, commerce, and intercourse among the States, must also be absolutely free. (S91) No
mention of Territory here either!
These are just a few of the important references to the Commonwealth and the States in the
Constitution that excludes the Territory and Territorians by the very fact the Northern Territory is
not a State.
The Commonwealth has no power to acquire land in States except for Commonwealth
purposes on just terms, whereas Territory land can be used by the Commonwealth as they wish
and acquired on the terms they see fit.
The Northern Territory has no guarantee of Federal representation at all unlike the States
which have guaranteed minimums.
There is no constitutional recognition of the existence of our Supreme Court. Territory residents
in disputes with State residents cannot use the inherent jurisdiction of the High Court that State
residents in dispute with other State residents can.

Uranium deposits remain the property of the Commonwealth, whereas States own their own
uranium.
The Territory has no direct control over Industrial Laws, National Parks or Land Rights
legislation as the States have.
These issues have the potential to impact upon Territorians and will remain until they are
addressed through an eventual grant of Statehood.
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Why some people may NOT
support Statehood
•

Some Territorians have asked the
disadvantages of Statehood may be.

Statehood

Steering

Committee

what

the

When people raise their concerns we try to answer them. One way is by Fact Sheets.
Some Territorians have raised concerns about financial relationships with the
Commonwealth.
Fact Sheet 6 provides a brief outline of the current financial
arrangements and concludes that there is no reason these should change because of
Statehood.
Some Territorians have noted that most States have more regulations when it comes to
speed limits and the banning of fireworks. Fact Sheet 12 discusses this and concludes
Statehood is not relevant to these laws. The Territory has the ability to make similar
laws now. Statehood does not mean the Parliament would suddenly decide to make
such laws.
Other Territorians have concerns about the size of our population. Fact Sheet 11
examines the statistics on population for other States on entry to the Commonwealth of
Australia and concludes population is irrelevant to whether or not we become a State.
Some people have told us they moved here and became Territorians to get away from
over regulation and big government. They embrace the Territory Lifestyle’ because it is
unique and different. There is no reason any of that has to change on Statehood.
Territorians will make up their own minds about Statehood.
It is the job of the Statehood Steering Committee to present the facts as fairly as
possible to assist Territorians making up their minds. If you think we are not doing this
in a fair way let us know.
The Statehood Steering Committee welcomes positive and negative views about
Statehood.
We will listen to arguments and present the facts where we can.
Territorians to present a NO case if they believe there is one.

We encourage

If it is a persons’ opinion that they prefer the status quo because they do not recognise
benefits and advantages in Statehood, that is their choice.
The Committee hopes all Territorians will have an opportunity to become more informed
by the existence of and work of the Statehood Steering Committee and make up their
own minds.
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