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Mr HATTON: My name is Steve Hatton and | am the chairman of this Select Committee on Constitutional Development. |
have with me Rick Setter, the member for Jingili in Darwin, and Wesley Lanhupuy, the member for Arnhem. They are
members of this committee. If you look in the back of this book, you will see the photos of the 6 members of this
committee, including Danny Leo. This committeeis not like most of the committees of the parliament in that it has 3
members from the government side, the CLP side, and 3 members from the opposition side, the ALP side. On many
occasions, you know the ALP and the CLP are arguing about things. Thistime, we are not arguing. Thistime, we are
working together on this job. This committee has equal numbers from both sides because we are working together to try to
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get thisjob done.

The job that we are trying to do isto write aspecial law. It isalaw that is called a constitution and it is unlike the other
laws that you hear about because this one is not written by the government. It is not written by the parliament. Thislaw is
written by the people and that is why we are coming around now to talk about it and explain what we are going to do to
have this law written. We are asking you and all the people whom you represent to become involved in writing this law
and to ensure that the views and the needs of your people are looked after in thislaw. Thislaw is not like any other law we
have ever had or you have ever seen in the Territory. That is because, when you make thislaw, it stands over the top of the
government. It islike the boss over the government. It tells the government what it can do and what it cannot do. Y ou put
in it things that you do not want the government to be able to touch because they are too important to you.

This law says how you elect a government, what sort of a parliament you want and how the courts will work. It says what
rights have to be protected so governments cannot touch them. Thus, it contains all the really important things. It isalaw
which the government cannot change and which it must abide by. As| said, thislaw sits as the boss over the government.
It iswhere the people say: 'Thisiswhere we want this Northern Territory to go and how we want to make laws to enable
the people to live together and go forward together'. Y ou give thislaw to the government and tell it that that is the way it
has to go.

This has never happened before in the Northern Territory. It isthefirst time. All the laws that you have seen have been
written by the government. It can then come along next week and change that law and aweek later change it again. Thisis
sometimes very confusing for Aboriginal people because your yolgnu law is going one way al the time. It has been the
same for thousands of years and it will keep going into the future. It does not change. However, the white man's law seems
to go thisway and then back that way and keeps changing al the time. Thislaw is the white man's way of writing alaw a
bit like the yolgnu law because it is there and it stays there. It does not change and the government cannot changeit. It has
all the really important things about how people will live together, how they will elect their government and how they will
protect all their rights. Those rights are in this law so that the government cannot touch them. It stands over the top of the
government and becomes its boss.

In thislaw, the people say how the Northern Territory hasto go. The government does not say where it hasto go. It lays
out the road and the government has to walk along that road. It might go this side of the road or that side of road or down
the middle, but it has to go down that road. When | cameto Yirrkala previously, when | was Chief Minister, wetalked a
lot about people coming from different backgrounds. The yolgnu people have a different language, law and culture than
the balanda people. There are people who come from Asian backgrounds who are different again. Somehow, we have to
pull all that together and say that we are going to go down this road into the future together. How are we going to live side
by side? How are we going to go forward together with everyone being equal and everyone having agood placeto live? If
we all work hard together on writing this law and argue about it but get it right, we can make it that way. We can enable
everyone to go forward together and protect the things that are important to us. Wesley and Rick will perhaps talk more
about those things, but | simply want to put across the message that you must write this law and put it over the top of the
government, that the people will say where we have to go and how we will get there.

Y ou can put in that law the rights that we talked about. It might be your right to vote in elections so that the government
cannot take that away from you. There might be other rights that are really important to you such as your land rights. Y ou
might want to put something in there that the government cannot take away your land rights. Y ou might put in there that
the government cannot destroy your sacred sites and that it must protect them and your language, culture and law - the
things that are really important to you and which you do not want any government, no matter who it is, to be able to touch.
If you put them in there, you will protect them from the government. That is what this people's law is about.

Every other government in Australia has one of these constitutions over the top of it. The federal government in Canberra
has a constitution over the top of it that sayswhat it is allowed to do and what it is not allowed to do. All the state
governments - Queensland, Western Australia, South Australia, New South Wales, Victoriaand Tasmania- have a
congtitution over the top of them. The Northern Territory does not have that. We are the only place which does not have a
constitution and we are not protected by the constitution over the Canberra government. The federal government can do
what it likes with us because the people have not made this law to stand over the top of us. There islots of fighting because
the people have never said: "We will go thisway'. It has always been the Canberra government or the Darwin government.
It is always someone telling you where you have to go and we have all sorts of fights about that.

Thistime, we are going out saying: "The people have to write this law and they have to tell us where this Northern
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Territory hasto go, not only for us but for our children, our grandchildren and grandchildren's children’. How are we going
to make this Northern Territory a place that our children and our grandchildren will be happy to live in? How are we going
to make the rules by which this place can go forward? That is the sort of job that we al have to do as Northern Territory
people. We have to write that law and start sorting out some of this fighting that is going on. We must work out how we
can come to an understanding of each other and go forward together with respect. We must work towards doing that
through this law.

| am not asking you to tell me now what you think should go in that law. All we are doing today really istelling you that
we have thisjob to do. We have come here to tell you about it because we want you as a community to talk about it and
think about it. Think about the sort of things that you believe should go in there to protect the interests of your people.
Listen to what other people in the Northern Territory are saying and think about that too. When you have had a chance to
get your ideas together, we will come back later this year or early next year and you can tell us what you think.

After we have got the ideas of all the people, this committee will sit down and try to write up what we think the people are
saying. We will try to get it right. However, we are not going to do thisjob in the end. We are just going to put down ideas
for people to look at. We want then to form a big committee of representatives of al the people in the community,
representatives who can speak for people al over the Territory - people from Pitjantjatjara country, people from Alice
Springs, Darwin, the VRD, Arnhem Land and everywhere else. That special committee will be called a constitutional
convention. This committee will have to meet time and time again. The representatives will have to talk about what we
have done and determine whether it really is what the people are saying. They will argue it out and come up with what
they think isthe law that the people want. When they have done that, it will be put to the vote of the peoplein a
referendum. If the people think that it is good, they will vote yes. If they think that it is not quite right, they will vote no. If
they vote no, we will have to go back and start work again and we will have to keep on working and talking until we get a
law for which the people will vote yes. When they vote yes, it becomes the peopl€e's law because the people are saying:
"That iswhat we want. That is how we want this Northern Territory to go in the future. These are the rights we have to
protect from the government. Thisis how we want to make a government. Thisis how we are going to vote for
governments. Thisis how will live together in the future'. That is what we have to write this law for.

Y ou have heard alot of talk about the Northern Territory becoming a state. Some people think that that is a good idea and
some people are not very happy with that at the moment. They are not sure whether that is good or bad now and they want
to know more about it. They are saying: 'Hold off a bit'. Some people are for it, some are against it and some are
undecided. But, | am not asking you that question. We are not saying that the Territory should become a state. What we are
saying isthat we cannot even think about the Northern Territory becoming a state until we know what we want. What is a
state? How isit going to work? How will the peopl€'s rights be protected? Y ou do not know that until you have done this
job and you have written this constitution. When you have finished writing this constitution, you say: 'That is how we want
thisplace to go'. After that, perhaps you may ask whether you should become a state then or later. However, you cannot do
that until thisjob is done.

Thisjob of writing the constitution will take 3 years or perhaps even 5 yearsto do it properly. It will take along time
because there are alot of thingsto sort out in the Territory. There are alot of people to talk to and we have to get this one
right because, when we make this law, that law isthere and it will not change. That is the way it will be for peoplein 100
yearstime. They will go that way. We have to get this one right, not only for ourselves but for our children and our
grandchildren. Y ou cannot say, 'That job istoo hard; | do not want to do it', and walk away. If you do that, you will not be
carrying out your responsibilities to future generations, to your grandchildren and great grandchildren.

Y ou fought hard for the future and for your land rights, didn't you? There was the bark petition. Y ou fought to get your
land rights in place and to build afuture for your children here. Thisis part of that. Thisisthe next step: to sort out the
fights that have been going on, the arguments between balanda and yolgnu, arguments about sacred sites. How are we
going to have the laws going together instead of bumping into each other al the time? We have to sort that out so that we
leave a place whereby our grandchildren can look back and say: "Those old people did agood job for us. They made thisa
good place to livein for al of us. If we do not do thisjob, they will look back and say: 'Why didn't those people do their
job? Why did they leave that mess behind for usto fix up? That is the difference. If we do thisjob, and do it well, we will
leave behind a place that our children will be proud of and they will be proud of al of usfor doing that job. If we do not do
it, they will say: "'Those people let us down. They did not make the future good for us.

That is why we have aresponsibility - not to ourselves but to our future generations - to work on this job. And it will not
be easy. Y ou know that there will be lots of arguments. There will be things that you think should go in there and that
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other people will not want to go in there. Y ou will have to talk at that constitutional convention. We will all have to talk
and talk because, the more we talk and explain why some things are important to us, the more other people will
understand. In thisway, we will begin to get where we want to go. The other people can tell you what isimportant to them
and help you understand what they are thinking. Together, if we understand each other, we can make that road. That is
what we have to work towards. That is the only way that we will make a good future. We cannot walk away from this job
all the time; we have got to do it.

| have come here to ask you to be sure that you become involved in this job as responsible people and talk to your
communities and get them thinking about it. When thisis being done, make sure that you have your say and that it says
what your people want. Make sure that it is right for your people. Do not leave it to someone else to do the job. That isthe
only way we are going to do thisjob properly and make a good future. We are here to get you thinking about it. Let's get to
work and start working on this one and work out where we want the Northern Territory to go.

Mr SETTER: In Australia, we have the Australian government that |ooks after all Australia and we have 6 state
governments - Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, Western Australia, South Australiaand Tasmania. The Australian
government and all those state governments have their own constitution. They all have their own strong law, like the one
that Steve was talking about. It isalaw that is very hard to change. It is perhaps like their bible and all of their government
is based on that strong law, that constitution.

The relationship between the federal government and the state governmentsis like that of the parent to an adult child, the
young fellow who is grown up but the parent is still there. But, the Northern Territory is not like that. A long time ago, the
Northern Territory wasjust like alittle child in this relationship. That is because we do not have that strong law, that
constitution, like the states and the Australian government have. In 1978, we became a self-governing territory and we
have our own government which makes many laws in the Northern Territory. Steve, Wesley and myself are all part of that
Northern Territory government. So, in 1978, we grew up a bit. We grew from asmall child to maybe ateenager. But, we
are still not an adult. We have not grown up to be ayoung fellow like this. We are still down here. We need that law to
help us grow up. That is very important. If we never get this new constitution, we will never grow up. We will always
remain like a teenager and never become a man.

Y ou have probably all seen this poster. It says: 'Have your say'. That is why we have come here to talk to you. We want
you to think about this, discuss it among yourselves and tell us what you think about it when we come back next time.
Steve, Wesley, myself and other members of the parliament could sit down and have a meeting and we could write that
constitution ourselves. But, it would be no good if we did that. It is very important that we should come and talk to all of
you.

In the last 2 months, we have been all around the Northern Territory, from the south near Alice Springs, to the middle near
Tennant Creek and Katherine and now to the Top End. We have spoken to alot of Aboriginal people and alot of white
people and we are saying the same thing to all of them. We want to explain what we are trying to do and ask you to think
about it. When we come back next time, you can tell us what you would like put in that strong law. That is very important.
If you tell uswhat you are thinking, you will be happy with that law when we write it. It would be no good if we wrote it
without asking you. That iswhy we are here to talk to you.

Apart from that book, there are other books that we have written already which contain alot more information. However, |
will not talk to you about those today. They are there for you to read later so that you will understand more. We will leave
copies of those for you. | will close off by urging you once again to think about it, study these books and discuss it among
yourselves so that, when we come back next time, you can tell us what you would like in this new strong law, this
constitution.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)..........cccoooernrveeeerinrennns
(English Trand ation)

You may have already heard from our chairman from this committee and also this man here, Rick, asto why we
have come here. The Parliament of the Northern Territory has given usthisjob. They havetold usto go and ask all
of the Balanda and Y olgnu people of the Northern Territory if they would like to have a constitution, to be a part of
thislaw. If Balanda and Y olgnu together would like their lawswritten into a constitution. Thisman ( pointing to
Steve Hatton) has already told you about this.
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In the past Canberra has been looking after the Territory but recently they have been giving usmore
responsibilities, bit by bit. For example, the Territory isnow running it'sown health services, public services and
police department, and we've got our own Parliament for the Territory just like other states. But what we don't
have isour own roots, a constitution for the Northern Territory - we still don't havethis, yet. Thisiswhat the
committee are hereto talk about, not statehood, but the establishment of a constitution, a law in which we can plant
all of the sorts of laws which we want to include for the Yolgnu community. Laws that will stand strong before the
Parliament of the Northern Territory.

The constitutional law requiresthis. It will not allow politiciansto play - fool around with these laws oncethey are
written. The people's power isthe constitution. We can bring all our Yolgnu lawstogether into one constitution
which cannot be touched. But it'syour decision both Yolgnu people and Balanda, asto whether you agreeto thisor
disagreeto thisone. We cannot do this behind your backs and once those laws ar e created we cannot changeit like
the current laws of the legislation wher e politicians have the power to change them in the parliament when they
want. For example, our kind of job isto changethelegisative lawsto do with alcohol, putting prices up for

cigar ettes and petrol. We, the politicians, have theright to do this because we have been elected by you, the people,
to take on these responsibilities. But for the constitution only Yolgnu people and Balanda peoplein the Territory
population have theright to change the constitutional laws. Thisiswhat we are about to begin at the moment. This
iswhy the two parties, Labor Party and Liberal Party believeit isa good reason to ask the Federal Gover nment for
our own constitution.

At the moment our aim isto tell you this story about the constitution and advise you. We are visiting over sixty
communitiesthroughout the Northern Territory and we ar e saying to people what we think - like now we are
advising you. You look at this, think about it, give usyour views and let usknow if you want usto come back. If you
get any ideas about what we've been telling you then we'll come back and tell you the story again. Thisisour

lawyer and these are the people that are working for us. And it'sfor thisreason that we are going around and
saying, " Here'sthe paper look at it, think about it and let usknow if you want to know more." Then we'll come
back and shareideas. Thisisthereason wearehere. Thisisonly thefirst step. The second step iswhen we've
finished going through these discussions we sit down and write a draft paper and then giveareport tothe

Par liament sometime perhapsthisyear or next year.

When are we giving areport to the Parliament?

Mr HATTON: We are supposed to report by April next year, but as you know, in the past, we have had that one year
obligation for 3 years. If we do not have it done properly, we will delay it.

Mr LANHUPUY (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)........ccccoovveiniirnieeeeeene
(English Tranglation)

We haveto report to parliament first and then parliament must agree and say, " OK, it'sfine". In the second stage
we will get all the people from mining companies and other businesses, get them together and have a big meeting
which will be called a Constitutional Convention. At that meeting we will sit down and begin to look at ideas for
thispaper and start drafting the laws and say how we want these lawsto be. We will say what laws the Northern
Territory should have - lawslike other states have. When everybody agreesin that big meeting then this paper will
be voted for in areferendum throughout the Northern Territory. If the Northern Territory population disagrees on
this paper, this constitution, then this paper will return into the hands of the politicians, us mob, and we will haveto
start all over again talking to people both Balanda and Y olgnu. When everyone agreesto have this constitution then
it will overcome our parliamentary powers. It will become a foundation - a very strong law for the Northern
Territory. If you don't trust usto to look after your land rights, like that man has been saying, then put all your
lawsinto this paper here and then no one can play around with them. Put your customs, your cultureinto this
constitution then the politicians cannot play around with them. Only you the Territory population will be ableto
make any changesto it by voting.

At the moment we are under legidative laws and it's easy for usto do anything we want to do because we have the
power todoit. Wearethe onesthat you peoplevoted for. If you put your lawsin this constitutional paper we can

then have power for our rights. We will have theright to talk for our freedom, for our religion for our culture and
to go into an Assembly meeting and other thingsif only we put it into the constitution. Then the politicians cannot
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do anything with it. Only the Yolgnu and balanda, those of you who vote for this paper, will be able to makethe
changestothoselaws. Thisisfairer. If you people give alittle bit of power to those of uswho sit in the parliament
with this constitution you will be creating a law which can overcome our powersand everyonein the Territory will
be ableto change thislaw. To methis constitution soundslike a very good idea, a good way of thinking, so the
politicians cannot interferewith the laws year after year changing our laws. At the moment we are only sharing
ideas with you people and the committee aretelling you this story and sharing our thoughts. We will come back
another timeto visit you and to talk more.

Mr Daymbal'pu MUNUNGGURR: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE)........cccccvvenee.
(English Tranglation)

I will talk briefly and | will talk to you ( Lanhupuy) in my own language because you under stand my language and
| under stand yours.

I've got two thingsto say here. Thereistheir story (the committee), our story and everybody'sstory. | work for
Laynha (homeland) and I'm interested in continuing to work for Laynha, for Yolgnu people. I'm just letting this
government mob know this. You mob in the Northern Territory understand Yolgnu laws before and we are still
living with those same laws and the same culture, looking after our culture and our thoughts. Those old people who
helped usto know more and over come, the main heads of our clans, laws and culture, the oneswho look after our
language and laws ar e not her e today to advise us. You gover nment people must under stand us from the start. You
must under stand how we live with our law and our culture. If you gover nment people want to change laws for

Y olgnu people then we haveto sit down face to face. Don't give usyour backs and talk behind our backs. Let'stalk
straight. The government peopletell uswhat storiesthey have and we respond with what we know. When they look
at our land rights, and they have already heard about our laws and ideas because we have talked about thisbefore.
They already have it documented. From now on we will have to open our earsand eyesto see what isgoing on. The
government people should turn around and look at uswhen they aretalking. We have already talked about our
land and our culture and we don't forget about that because that iswhere we stand. Now we have to under stand
their ideasand laws.

I'm saying thisto the gover nment people not you L anhupuy because you are Y olgnu. The Balanda gover nment
should understand our laws and from here on we will give our ideason laws. Thisiswhat we think and thisis
where we stand. There has been trouble over our land and we stand firm on our land and culture. I'm the chairman
for Laynha and I'm giving ideasfor Yolgnu from that position. Now the government isturning around and they
should look at us Yolgnu in a good way, face to face. We people all together need to sit down and work together on
what laws we should have written in this paper. We Y olgnu people need to sit down with you gover nment people
and watch you write these laws because we don't want the lawsin this constitution to be crooked or half done. What
will happen in the futureif wedon't get thelaws straight? | just had to tell you this. When you mob take our ideas
and put them into this paper you should fully under stand what we want. We can't throw your gover nment laws
away, we'll have alook at them for the future. These an my ideas. Wetalk from this position so don't talk behind
our backsaway from us. You must look at our ideasfor our constitution. We'll all have another meeting over there
or you mob come over hereand listen to our ideas. Thisiswhat | have to say to you.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........ccccovivieriniienieisesienens
(English Tranglation)

Yes, alright thisiswhat Steve has been telling us and what you (L anhupuy) have told us and what Stevetold uslast
year before heresigned from being Chief Minister. He talked about this constitution. He mentioned it before, and
now it sounds mor e under standable. This paper idea makes mor e sense now and now you'retelling it morelike
Steve had been telling it. It's more under standable but it will take a while.

You will haveto give Yolgnu peopletimeand get all Yolgnu peopletogether to comment and havetheir say on this
paper. It might takefive, six or seven yearsto do this. This paper soundslike a good one. To meit sounds great but
it will taketime.

Has Canberra already got a paper like this?
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Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)........c.cccoviieieenicneenienes

(English Tranglation)

Canberrahasgot it's own constitution. They are watching the way we do all of thisand how we play our games.
They arewaiting to get our answer. If everybody agreesthen they will also agree.

Canberra are saying that Yolgnu people should talk about thisand we'll get Balanda to explain to you and we'll
haveto get a Yolgnu to talk to you aswell.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)......c.ccooiiininieerieneee
(English Trandlation)

That man Stevetold us. That'swhat they may have said.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)........ccccoiiiieniiieneeieenn
(English Trandlation)

That'stheir last power. Canberrawill give usthat power when we have a constitution.
Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)......ccccooiiiiinieeeieieee
(English Trangdlation)

Theland rightsthat was established for the community of Laynha and Yirrkala, for all of the people who live here
isgood. Welive heretogether to form one people. Our land rights was created with legal advice from both Yolgnu
and Balanda people. Now to usit islegal. We are standing firm for our land and we can carefor our land. It was
thelegal system that helped us Y olgnu people with the knowledge so that our land rights could be recognised.

We haveto stand up and look after our land and our homelands. Maybe a lawyer can help us know more about this
congtitution and maybe later Laynha and Dhanbul will get their own lawyersfor North-East Arnhemland. That

per son can endor se any statements we make and then those statements can go to the committee and the community
can work with the lawyers. Those lawyer s can also teach us how to look into this constitution and look into these
speechesthat the committee are giving so that we can see what people are saying. Then a lawyer can be herewith
the community, when we all come together from here and thereto look at it and say whether it isalright. We can
look at what Yolgnu people want and what the Balanda law says and see whether it isOK for both Yolgnu and
Balanda. If it isalright then we'll all go forward with it and do it thisway, and we will both be together on this.

You may not want thislaw or want statehood. Y ou might not likeit, especially if welook at what statehood has
donefor other stateslike Queensland and Sydney. It has destroyed their culture. Most culturesin the Northern
Territory are still standing firm. Thisiswhat Y olgnu people have to be careful about.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)........cccocviivinineieieseine
(English Trangdlation)

Can | reply to your speech? Let me say thisfirst. If outstation people are willing to have a meeting whenever they
want we will then have a strong meeting in one of the outstations. If Laynhaisready then a meeting could be
organised at one of the outstations and we could come back. In your speech Roy, when you said, " We don't want
statehood because we are not ready for statehood” . That's why the committee are saying that a constitution should
comefirst. Statehood will come later in the future and only when everybody is satisfied. It won't be like New South
Wales and Queensland who have lost their culture. This paper will be kept well above the influences of the
politicians. The constitution will have power over the Parliament and that'swhy we ar e talking about thisfirst and
maybe we will haveto think about thisin the future, too.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........cccooniininiecerene e
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(English Tranglation)

You area Yolgnu yourself and that isvery good, but don't forget your culture and your customs. Each clan must
get together to look at this constitution so that everyone will recognise (dharangan) and under stand it. Steve Hatton
has been talking about this constitution for a while now - it hastaken him alongtimeto do thisjob for usYolgnu
people. Thisman (pointing to someone) did theright thing. What will we say to our Yolgnu people here? Should
land rights be put into a constitution or not? We might decide thislater, when wereally understand it.

Both the Northern Territory Government and Canberra Government should recognise that all Yolgnu land rights
must be put into a constitution not in Balanda constitution but a Yolgnu constitution. If this constitution isto
becomereal for Yolgnu peoplethen it should not be ableto be broken up or torn into pieces. It should stand strong
and firm. Your speech (to Lanhupuy and Hatton) has been under stood. We Y olgnu people need to discuss thislater
on because most of our people are back in Laynha outstations. All of the old people, the head of our clans, those
peoplewho talk for our rights, are away. At the moment thereis only me and this other man the two chairpeople,
talking to the committee. And these other Yolgnu peoplethat are sitting down here are not saying anything.

The constitution must not be only good for Balanda people or not only good for Yolgnu people. The constitution
must be good for both. Remember when Lanhupuy said that it was a very good decision and they will work for
everybody. It must beall right for Balanda and for Yolgnu so that the two laws do not ar gue, but balance together.

Thisiswhat we want becausein the future we, the old people, will pass away and then there will be children and
mor e children to come after that. We will all need to have a proper constitution - we don't want one that's half good
and half bad. Alright? Because of thiswe need to clearly understand the constitution and itslaws. The Northern
Territory Government will then hold the law and serve uswith it. So we must make surethat they do not supply us
with a half law or trick usor play any gameson us.

Mr GRAY: Got to make sureit is done properly.

EVERYONE: Yo.

Mr LANHUPUY: :

Yes, yes, it isaright.

MR MARIKA:

Just bear with me, this talkative no good person you see here (pointing to Mr Lanhupuy).
Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)............covvmreeieeeessessisreesnens
(English Trand ation)

You lot sitting heretelling stories are all exchanging viewswith uson this paper. I've already told you that we're
happy to come back any time, whenever you areready. Thisone might take five yearsor six yearsuntil all Balanda
and Yolgnu people under stand about this. Then we will put it into the law.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........ccccoviiieieninenieeniesienens
(English Tranglation)

TousYirrkala peoplethisisanew thing which isvery good. We haven't seen thiskind of constitution before. This
isall new to us.

Mr WAKURATJPI: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE)........ccccoiiiiieiieneesenieeeenan
(English Tranglation)

Remember what the old people have said beforein the past when talking about our land rights, and still their voices
seem to exist now - their voices are still alive. Thisisgood for the new generation because they have fresh minds,
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and the new generation is building up. The new generation is growing up and going to school, some are married.
Still today their minds and voices are fresh. Today they talk about the samething - they are on their ancestors
trackstalking the same things over.

Should we change these laws so that all Northern Territorianswill share onelaw, for both Balanda and Y olgnu?
Balanda will have their law and Y olgnu will havetheir law. Balanda and Y olgnu must put down their laws together
and work together. They should not take each otherslaws. Yolgnu laws should not beinterfered with by Balanda
people. Yolgnu people do not interferewith Balanda law, or other different laws, they look after their own laws -
Balanda law and Y olgnu law separ ate.

We cometogether when we share the same jobs, when we work together and only then will we all be on the same
level and try to balance them together. Not Balanda up and Yolgnu down. In Darwin our law for the Territory
should be level not crooked. We should share onelaw. Wedon't want the Territory to steal other Yolgnu people
and then kill them. Our Territory laws should be kept clean because back in the old days, Yolgnu people from the
Territory weretaken away, kidnapped, and they never came back. They died. Queensland took my father and his
brother away as slaves and he died over there. My father isyour waku (relationship term to Lanhupuy).
Queendland isathief. Please, you should think about thisreally seriously because we ar e not ready to go and see
our fathers burial ground because our fathersweretaken away, kidnapped. The Territory law should be strong so
you must legally support usfor thisreason - for my father. You mob in Darwin should do something about this.
Two of my fathersand two of my cousinsburial grounds are over therein Queensland.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).......ccccooiiiieririieeeneeienns
(English Tranglation)

That state, that mob over in Queensland, took our people away.

Mr Wirilma MUNUNGGURR: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE).......ccccccovovvieneennnne
(English Tranglation)

Our law should be strong and clean. Our Territory should not take any other Yolgnu people from other states and
then kill them.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).........oo.covimeiereeresrrsneesenns
(English Trand ation)

TheTerritory population should do something about it.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)...........coouireeieresressiesreesnees
(English Trand ation)

I will haveto do something myself on laws that concern us.

Someone.

Yo (Yes).

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)............coovvreeieeesseessiesseesnens
(English Trand ation)

That's Yolgnu custom and other certain cultureswhich isours... (not clear)

Mr WAKURATJPI: (Speaking DIAPU LANGUAGE).........cocooveieeineeiereeseesesnee
(English Trand ation)
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That'sall | haveto say to you. | want you to do thisonejob (favour) for us, for every Yolgnu stayingin Yirrkala
and for those staying in their homelands. The government in the Northern Territory should support uslegally on
this (referring to Queensland).

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)........c.coooveererseeeeessnneneens
(English Trandation)

Excuse mefor interrupting what you are saying. | already know that story (talking about gatjil djerrkura). He has
already told meand | know that for myself.

Mr WAKURATJPI: (Speaking DIAPU LANGUAGE).........cooovveieeieeseeeeseseessee
(English Trand ation)

Not now, we'll talk about that sometime later.

Mr LANHUPUY:Yo. (Yes)

Mr WAKURATJPI: (Speaking DIAPU LANGUAGE).........cooomveieeeeesereereseessee
(English Trandation)

When we put our laws into a constitution they should be clean, not dirty like other state's laws.
Mr LANHUPUY: :

Yo

Yes.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).........oo.ovvieeeereereseesresenes
(English Trandation)

Our laws and our people should keep well away from those of all the other states. To the other stateswe say they
are no good because they took away too many

of our people. They snuck up and kidnapped many people. When we have our constitution for the Northern
Territory we should have clean and good relationships with the gover nment, not corrupt. Remember when Steve
Hatton said, " Wedon't want two roads - one good and the other one bad" . Unlike Balanda people who always
changetheir laws, Yolgnu people have always had onelaw. Alright? If what Steve has said istrue then our laws
should betogether. Ok? Let'sall cometogether to onetrueroad. On thispoint in the past there have been alot of
mistakes. We must come together on theright track.

Mr WAKURATJPI: (Speaking DIAPU LANGUAGE).........cooooveieeseesereereseesnee
(English Trandation)
That stateisathief.
Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).........oo.oovimeeereereseesrenenes
(English Trandation)

An exampleis Queensland, a long time ago in Queensland, Balanda people wer ethieves. Thiswas beforetherewere
states and they wer e independent doing what they wanted. The gover nment took away the rights of the people
because Queensland became independent and a state before Darwin. In Darwin, the Northern Territory hasn't
become a state. Darwin has never been a state sincel was a boy. It'sjust now that they are thinking of statehood.

file:///K|/lant/committees/Sccd/Committee Transcripts/YIRRKALA u Monday, 8 May 1989.htm (10 of 27) [26/07/2000 11:40:44]



YIRRKALA — Monday, 8 May 1989

They aretryingto get Darwin recognised as a state so we can have ourown constitution. If we work together
properly through the community with proper communication until we come to an agreement then we will be
unified.

Mr LANHUPUY : The Northern Territory islucky. The last time other places became states in Australiawas in 1901,
right?

Mr HATTON: That was for the federal one. The states made their constitutions over 100 years ago.
MR LANHUPUY : 100 years ago.

MR HATTON: You know that thereis still lots of fighting in the states between yolgnu and balanda. They have not fixed
up the problem there. When they wrote their constitutions 100 years ago, they did not do it properly. They did not go and
talk to the people. They did not talk to the balanda or yolgnu people, did they?

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)............coovmeeeeveeeessessennens
(English Tranglation)

That'swhen we didn't have any voting rightsthat time.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).........oo.ovvieeeereereseesriesnnes
(English Tranglation)

That'strue.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)............coovoeeeeeeeeeeresreesnees
(English Translation)

Today Yolgnu people have voting rightsin the Northern Territory and that'swhy we are saying, " Let'sall go this
way, let'slisten to Yolgnu people”. A quarter of the population in the Northern Territory are Y olgnu people so how
could they ever forget about us. Thisman (pointing to someone) told us such laws. When we put our cultureinto
this constitution then politicians cannot play around with it and the Yolgnu people will have that law and they will
look after it. People have also said that nowadays we are still on our ancestor stracks, talking about the same thing.
Now we have our land rightswhich arein our hands. It's good that we have land rights and that we see them
clearly and now we areready to set up thislaw for our children. We can set up how they are going to continue to
live along the same tracks asour descendants. They will have theright to exercisetheir rightslater on. But we have
to straighten things out for them now.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........ccocviinininenienese e
(English Tranglation)

Yesthat'sfine, but let'sdo it slowly.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE).......ccccoociiiinininieeneneine
(English Tranglation)

We still have along way to go and many moretalksfor thisone.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........ccocviniiniinenenese e
(English Tranglation)

We want to once again have thisexist in two lots, but one.

Mr WUNUNMURRA: (Speaking Dhalwanu language)............cccceeveveeveeceseesieeeene
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(English Tranglation)

Let'sdoit thisway. Let'sforget about statehood and don't put it first.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........ccoonininineienese e

(English Tranglation)

Gaminyarr, let'sstart talking about it and dealing with the issues beforeit all becomestoo big.
Mr WUNUNMURRA: (Speaking Dhalwanu language)............cccceeveveereeieseesieeeene

(English Tranglation)

Wewill haveto put our constitution first and then we will be able to put all of our lawsinto it. Then when we die
our lawswill be safe and clear.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........ccccoviiierieiienieesesienens
(English Tranglation)

Try and break up each word that's being said to sort it all out first. Let'stalk about that other stuff later, or next
year sometime.

Mr Wirilma MUNUNGGURR (Speaking in an Aboriginal language):
(English Trandlation)

Wedidn't get it right when they told us before, but now it's clear and under standable what this man here (Steve
Hatton) and L anhupuy have been telling us about this constitution. They are also allowing ustime to do some
thinking and talking, to listen to each other's opinion and to decide whether it'sgood or no good, or whether we
leaveit and forget about it.

How welived in the past was different and we wereforced to live like captivesin another world, the Balanda world.
So now we will start to choose our own law because the Northern Territory Gover nment is still young and its
self-management process has not yet reached maturity.

Weareableto listen to what they have to say, what they have to share with us here. Hopefully what they tell usisn't
bad, but | need to ask Yolgnu peopleto think about thisand make surethat thereisnothing in their speech that
will deceive usor whatever. | am not against what the NT istrying to offer us. It'sjust that I'm not surewhy they
want our law to be put into one constitution.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)........c.cooovueererreeeerenrnreneens
(English Trandation)

They will haveto advise you about this again when they have a meeting at the Laynha or Dhanbul office. I'm telling
you straight that you will meet alot of Balanda and Y olgnu people who will say, " Why are you looking at this
paper and why areyou listening to them" ? Then you say back to them that you already know the story that these
politician people havetold. If you don't trust the Labor Party for your land rights, for your culture and for your
customs, or even if you don't trust the Liberal Party, then put your lawsinto a constitution that we can't touch or
play around with. Thisiswhat the constitution is about.

Mr Wirilma MUNUNGGURR: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE)........cccccvvvvieriinnenne
(English Tranglation)

That'swhat | have been asking for. Before it waslike the Balanda people had been playing gameswith us, not
telling usthetruth. The Yolgnu people have been going wild, not knowing what's going on. But now it's much
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clearer. We Yolgnu people now under stand what thisis all about, concer ning the laws. So we will get all of the
leader s from Laynha and leader s from Dhanbul and the whole community and discuss this matter to make it clear
to them. We under stand what you have said and told us and what the Balanda have been saying on laws about our
land, about other people coming and living on our land, or about certain people who might try and dig for minerals
in our land. OK. We understand most of the story that we are being told, so we will then have to put our lawsinto
thispaper. We can put all of our decisionsthat the Balanda people have never listened to. Now this paper might
allow usto ensure our decisions are heard.

Yolgnu people will need to talk about it again, and Yolgnu leaderswill talk about it amongst themselves because

Y olgnu people have not said anything like thisto the Balanda people before. They have been holding back their
thoughts. Now it'stimefor Yolgnu peopleto speak up for their rightsand laws and put them all into a constitution,
so that Balanda people will understand and realise our law. Before our land rights were considered small - without
power, and wetried to fight for them but nothing happened, and still nothing. Our land rights haven't been
recognised, haven't goneinto a constitution fully, and they are still along way from being truly recognised. We are
now dealing with laws and our rights- Yolgnu laws. We need to be and will be on the same level, Balanda and
Yolgnu not upside down, their law and our law. Thisisthe way we ought to fight for our rights. The storiesthat
you have been telling us and what the Balanda have been saying are good enough for now. Also our Territory isnot
under any umbrella of the state. It hasn't got it's own statehood yet.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE).......c.ccoiovriinieneeieseeseenn
(English Tranglation)

Thisiswhat Steve has said. Already the other states arelooking after themselves. Their stringsthat used to be
attached to the Federal Government are cut and they arelooking after their own state affairs such as DAA, public
services, mining and parks. Only wein the Northern Territory still have strings attached to us. What ever we do
now we are still under Self Government. Canberra still make a lot of decisionsfor us. The Northern Territory is
clinging onto the Self Gover nment Act.

An exampleisif you look at our land rights, it's still in the House of Parliament and it iseasy for the Labor Party
or for theLiberal party tothrow our land rightsout if they wanted to. Some Balanda people are till trying to get to
our land rights. They would like to throw them out. The only way to stop the Balanda people from mucking around
with our land rightsis by putting them into a constitution.

Mr MUNUNGGURR: (Speaking DIJAPU LANGUAGE).........cocoeeevenrneesreereessennenes
(English Trandation)

So if we Yolgnu and Balanda ar e arguing together in the communities, will Canberra and the Northern Territory
be doing the same, talking to each other, so we'll all come up with good answersand arrive at the same level? If we
both cometogether that will be all right. We will then come together to look after our laws. They will not haveto
argue because the Y olgnu people want them both to work together. Let'stry and not reject Balanda people.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).........cccoviiieieinenieesesieens
(English Tranglation)

Wedon't want two stories - onein the Northern Territory to cover Yolgnu people and another story from the
Federal. We want the same story - one good story. We don't want one bad story.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE).......c.ccooiiiiniinenieseenen
(English Trangdlation)

Talk to him so hewill tell you. Talk to him, hewill tell you.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).......ccccoiiiiiiririieneeiee
(English Trangdlation)
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Okay, that should be or will be our gover nment, two gover nments, the Northern Territory Government and
Federal Government, right? They should listen to Yolgnu peopleto open up their mindsfor ideas- listen to Yolgnu
people properly instead of cutting usinto pieces. We don't want the Balanda people'sideas. If the two gover nments,
Federal Government and Territory Government make one law to look after Yolgnu peoplefor the constitution, and
if the government in the Northern Territory, Darwin and Canberra say right, we haveto listen to Yolgnu people,
alright. If they want to put their land rightsinto this constitution, that's up to them, and we haveto support them,
alright? Yes, that'sthe two governments, Territory and Federal.

Mr HATTON: Roy, we go one step further. Wes, you explained that land rightsis just an act of parliament, didn't you?
What we are saying is that you do not have to ask our permission. With this law, you do not say to the Northern Territory
government: "We want to do this. You do it for us. Thistime, the people sit down together. | know that Aboriginal people
are going to say that they want to make sure that no government can take away their land rights. That isimportant and you
say that you want to make sure that no government can touch them. If you put that in the constitution, the government
cannot touch it. You do not ask the government that. Y ou talk to all the Territory people. Y ou have to talk to balanda
people too and explain to them why it isimportant. | understand what you are saying. Y ou must tell the balanda peoplein
Alice Springs, in Darwin and in other places, and that is what this constitutional convention is about. Y ou have to sit there
and explain it so that they understand why it isimportant, so that it does not just become like a political fight. Itis
important to explain why there are things that you have to lock up so that the government cannot touch them.

You do not ask us. You tell usin thislaw. The government does not write this one. The people make this law and they put
it over the top of the government and the government has to go that way. That iswhere it is different. With this one, you
do not say: 'Please, will you do this? With this one, you say: 'We are telling you that you must do this. That iswhat a
congtitution is.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........ccccoeiiieiirenerieenesienens
(English Tranglation)
Yes, theland rightsand sacred sites are not for Balanda, they arefor Yolgnu people.

Mr HATTON: That isyolgnu. That isright. Thisis for everyone and you have got to say that those things are important
for yolgnu people. Y ou have to explain why it isimportant so that your rights are protected. There are other things that
balanda people might want in there too. Y olgnu people might say: 'Those are balanda things. We are not as interested in
those'. Balanda people are going to want some things in there for themselves. | cannot think what isimportant for balandas
but not for yolgnus. | think they are all important. The right to freedom of speech, the right to vote, the right to practise
your own religion, the right to meet like this etc are important to balanda and yolgnu. However, there are special things for
yolgnu people because you were here first. These are things concerning your land rights, culture, law, sacred sites and
other things that perhaps balanda people do not understand enough about. When somebody does not understand what is
important to other people, he does not think about it properly. When | have a better understanding of what is important to
you and why it isimportant to you, then | can respect it better.

It isimportant not only to put that law there, but also for people to understand why it isimportant. It isimportant for
people to increase their understanding of one another and, in that way, build up their respect for one another. That is how
you start to find adirection. The law by itself is not enough. What is important is the understanding that comes from the
talking that goes into the making of this law.

Mr MARIKA: We keep on talking.

Mr HATTON: Y es. When yolgnu people have a problem, they sit down and keep talking until they sort it out, don't they?
WEell, that is the way that we have to do this one.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........cccovivieieinenieisesienens
(English Tranglation)
What about the mining? Will this mining business go into the constitution? Y ou tell me, Bulany.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)........cccoovineiinineeseeieene
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(English Tranglation)

It will, it'svery big. Already the miningisunder the Territory Legislation - we look after it. We will talk about all
of those other businesses like mining, services, road works and there'sa lot more. At the moment we should talk
about bigger matters.

Onevery important matter isthis constitution and how we will plant all of our lawsin it. Leave all of the small
mattersand we'll come back to them later. All Balanda and Y olgnu should get together and say OK, we would like
to have this paper - let's all agreeto get ourselvesthiskind of paper. Then later on we will start to talk and

under stand each othersthoughts- we'll agree or quarrel and again discussthis constitution. That'swhat he's been
telling us (pointing to Steve Hatton).

Mr Wirilma MUNUNGGURR: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE).........ccccocvvireenienes
(English Trandation)

If we stick to this constitution business some of uswill haveto get a solicitor to explain what isgoing on, to
straighten out thisstory and makeit clear to us, then when wetalk we know what we ar e talking about and can
continuetotalk straight.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE).......ccccoooiinininieierenicine
(English Tranglation)

That'sOK, it'sjust likeour ... (not clear). Yes.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........ccocviininenenienese e
(English Tranglation)

We must be willing to take on this constitution and itsideas before we get mor e information from you. We must be
willing before you or we can make a decision.

Mr Wirilma MUNUNGGURR: (Speaking DIJAPU LANGUAGE)...........oovcnerererenne.
(English Trangdlation)

We need your support. Wewant you to help us.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).......ccccoioiiinieiieeneeiee
(English Trangdlation)

We will need legal support for this. We will haveto draft it first with alawyer. Thiswork will be your work for the
commission and you committee people will have to formally incor por ate into this constitution our sacred beliefs and
rituals (ranga) - all of the Yolgnu law. Then you people of the Northern Territory and Canberra gover nments must
draft this paper with the help of lawyer and Y olgnu people.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)........c.coooveiveerneeeeenrsreneens
(English Trandation)

Theother thingisthat we have been to many communities and we've heard people say that the story they've heard
from other groups of people about this constitutional development doesn't sound right - it's not clear from what we
say. We on the committee say back to thisthat if you want we can all come back together and then we can sit down
again and debate about it and tell you mor e infor mation about this constitution.

Mr Daymbal'pu MUNUNGGURR: (Spegking DJAPU LANGUAGE)..........ooovvvvveee.
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(English Tranglation)

| bet those Balanda people don't even understand our Yolgnu culture and views because they areliving far away
from us. We can't seethem to talk to them. Balanda people living far away from us need to hear from us about our
laws as well because they might not under stand our cultural views.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........ccoceiiiiininenenene e
(English Trandlation)

Yes, these Yolgnu people must under stand what you ar e talking about, but Y olgnu people have to work it out for
themselves to under stand the concepts. You need to keep telling us and keep coming back and informing us about
these things. You have to keep coming back and telling usthe same story until we understand it. We think we have
an idea about what you ar e saying but you have to check on thisagain and again, advising us until we under stand
thewhole situation. For example, it'slike telling a young boy, teaching him about (narra) sacred ceremonies. Soon
he getsto know everything about what isgoing on in the narra. He will learn a lot of thingswhile he'sin narra and
then later on he'll understand everything and be strong. Thisiswhat it islike with the constitution that we are
talking about. It'slike a picture of a child learning to be strong. It'slike thiswith the constitution, too. Y ou haveto
keep teaching us until we get it.

Mr Dhunggala MUNUNGGURR: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE)............ccccovvun...
(English Trandation)

It'slike people staying in their homelands, staying in their clan and tribal areas. We under stand our stories because
we Yolgnu live under one law, one head, with unity. Not like some of the othersyou tell your information to who
livein their own world. Some of them will never under stand what you ar e saying because they drink too much
alcohoal, or they get too highly educated and sometimes get highheaded. They are not taught the olden ways, the
Yolgnu ways. They still need educating in Yolgnu ways and in that way they, the young people, may not under stand
but might need to under stand what we aretrying to teach them and advise them.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).......ccccoooiienieiiceseeieens
(English Tranglation)

With this (constitution) it will become more under standable.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE).......ccccovoiiiinieneeieseesieenn
(English Tranglation)

Here are some of my thoughts on this constitution and what it can do for our land rights. Thereisgoing to be big
trouble. Mor e Balanda people will come and live here on your land and ther€'ll be plenty mor e of them. Then later
they will decide to take over our land. So let's put all of our lawsinto this constitution so we can stop them from
getting our Yolgnu land. With this constitution Yolgnu peoplein the Northern Territory will have the power, not
the politicians.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........ccccviininiinenenese e
(English Tranglation)

When the Labor party gave usthat paper we understood clearly what you wrote down.
Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........ccocviirinienienienese e
(English Tranglation)

It'slikewhat I've told you before, that's how it iswith our law.
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Mr Wakuratjpi MUNUNGGURR: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE)..........cccooveun....

(English Tranglation)

It'sthe same story that our old people have been saying and we are still talking about it now. Probably these
Yolgnu people are wanting to participatein thislaw and are saying, " When will the laws change here in the Top
End?" Thisisthelaw that we aretalking about.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).........ccooveiiriininenerese e
(English Trandlation)

Weonly had little time before. The scheme will change and it isa dangerousthing. We don't want Balanda people
who areignorant coming around heretoo much, to Yolgnu areas and land and making changes. We want
fullbloodsto remain Yolgnu in their ways - not go half-castein their ways. That'sno good. Let's put all of our laws
into a constitution later, when we make good friends with the Balanda people and get them to under stand our laws
and culture. Wewill understand each other with the colour of our skins. If we Yolgnu people have our own
constitution or our own background or our own culturein the future then many Balanda people might come and
the population will increase, then we will lose our language and talk and behave like other Yolgnu in other places
like Sydney, Melbour ne, Perth and Adelaide. We don't want that - we are against that. Wetalk our own language,
that'sall right and we also talk other people's languages which we can under stand - that's no problem. But skin is
the main thing. Culture with sacred ceremony isthe main thing. All of thishasto be planted into this constitution
including our land rightsand L aw.

Mr HATTON: That iswhy you have to be part of this. Y ou must make sure that you start working on this now and keep
working all the way so that you ensure that the things that are important to you go in there. If you stand back and let
someone el se do the work, they might not hear. Y ou have to start now and keep working on thisjob all theway. That is
what we have come here to say. Y ou have to be part of this to make sure that the things that are important to you go in
there. We are trying to get started on this.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).........ccccovvemeneerereeeerensnnennens
(English Trandation)

We haveto talk and tell NLC straight because we don't want to be split in two. And you (the committee) and NLC
should cometogether, talk to each other and argue about this constitution. Work it out so you don't continueto
split usin two with different ideas. If the lawsin this constitution are changed then the Yolgnu will under stand later
on, not now, but later on when we get together. By then they'll all come up with different stories. The Northern
Territory Government will come up with a different story, the Canberra Government will tell one story and again
the NL C will come up with another story. We should have onetrue story.

What we have been saying, all these Y olgnu people, isto put all of our ideasinto one and get back our land rights
which iscurrently in the hands of the Canberra Government. We need to establish and plant land rightswith all
other aspects of Yolgnu cultureinto one constitution. The Yolgnu in the Northern Territory will haveto be Yolgnu
and every timethe Yolgnu wish to make lawsfor their constitution that'stheirsand it will only belong to the
Yolgnu living in communities, not for the Balanda.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)........ccccocivinininieieseneine
(English Tranglation)

How many of us Y olgnu peoplework for the Land Council?

MR MARIKA: Uh?

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)........cccociininireeneneine
(English Tranglation)
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How many of us Y olgnu people, this skin (pointing to himself) work for the Land Council?
Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).........ccocnirininerienesenienes

(English Tranglation)

We will talk about that later, not now.

Mr LANHUPUY : (the question is not audible)

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........ccoonininineienese e

(English Tranglation)

No. Thisman mari isnot here now, he's somewher e else. He'sthe man who has been helping us. Heworked for us
Yolgnu people sorting out land right matters. We don't want just any person writing down our lawsfor land rights.
Wewant a Balanda lawyer to write down the laws with Y olgnu people over seeing him.

Mr LANHUPUY : We wrote to the NLC and the Tiwi council.

Mr HATTON: Yes, we are writing to al the land councils. We want to meet with the land councils. We do not want to
meet only with the land councils' executive, although that might be a start. We would like to actually meet with the whole
land councils, all the representatives, so that everyone hears and talks straight. We do not want to cut them out. We want to
talk. What we do not want is them talking over there and us talking over here. That is silly. We should come together and
talk.

Mr BANAMBA: That iswhat Roy was saying.

Mr HATTON: Yes. They are running around the Northern Territory saying things about us, but they have never talked to
us. How do they know what we are doing?

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE).......ccccociiinininieiereneine
(English Tranglation)

You can see me anytime.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........ccccviiriniinenenese e
(English Tranglation)

You mob talk to each other so you'll under stand each other. We only under stand a little bit of this becauseit's only
thefirst stage. You'retalking, talking and talking until you take over. We will haveto look at thisagain and try and
understand it. Later on if we put all of our land rights, sacred ceremonies and Y olgnu businessinto thislaw, it will
befor our djamarrkuli (children) for their future. And we don't want other people splitting usin half and making
commentsor arguing.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)........c.cooovvovenrneeeeenrsreneens
(English Trandation)

The constitution for the Northern Territory people will become like land rightsfor both black and white. The laws
for the land ownerswill become land rightsfor everybody in the Northern Territory and thiswill tell ushow we
will run our laws, what those laws will become like and how many politicians you will list.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........ccccovivieriniienieesesienens
(English Tranglation)

Put land rightsinto this constitution and then everybody will under stand this constitution. We will put all of our
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comments and opinions, what the old people say, what Wakuratjpi say, what | say and what this man (pointing to
someone) says. L ets put our mindsand lawsinto thisand stick to the one road. Remember what Steve said, " We
don't want two roads leading ustwo ways' , nor do we want to be jumping back and forth from oneroad to
another. We're splashing around like a fish. We should have oneroad only and we need to put the things we have
been talking for about our land rights down in the one place. Through the land rights system that the NL C (can't
hear) understand the NT Government all right? The NLC aretelling one story and creating and making trouble by
disagreeing with the NT Government. Both groups have different stories.

Mr HATTON: | saw that pamphlet that they sent around and, to be absolutely honest, it isjust aload of rubbish. Thereis
no truthinit at all. Will you interpret this for me, Wes? If there is no constitution, a government can do anything it likes.
Okay? When the people write a constitution and put it over the top, that ties the government down. That is how the
people's rights are protected. If you do not have a constitution, the government can walk over the top of your rights at any
time.

Y ou talk about land rights. Y ou have no constitutional rights here. If people in Sydney and Melbourne change their mind
and go against land rights and it becomes important for someone to oppose land rights in order to be elected to Canberra,
they can abolish land rights. Y ou have land rights only because of an act of parliament. Y ou must always remember that
what the government gives you, the government can also take away. If it takes away the Land Rights Act, things would be
back to where they were in the 1960s. It can do that. | do not believe that it will do that, but it has that power. If you lock
those sorts of things up in a constitution, the government cannot touch them.

Mr BANAMBA: That iswhat Roy is saying.

Mr HATTON: Y es. We cannot touch them. The land council is saying that we want to take land rights away from you. |
know that it is saying that. It isnot true, but it is frightening people by saying that. If you do not trust us or the Labor Party
- it does not matter which side - you put the things that are important to you in the constitution and we cannot touch them.
That isyour protection. All we are saying to you is that, in doing this job, you must make sure that you look after your
rights. Does that sound like | am saying something bad to you? We are here to say that you must start thinking about this
and be part of it. If you are not part of it, other people will do the job and they might not protect your rights the way you
think that they should be protected. It isin your interest that you be part of this and not walk away from it.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE).......cccovovriinieneeieneeneee
(English Tranglation)

Right. It'snot our job to arguewith the NLC. Thisisjust what they're doing. They go before usand tell one story
and we follow them and tell another story. Then we go first and they come after - just following each otherstracks
and disagreeing. If we call the Land Council to go with us, so both groupssit down and debate these issues. You tell
uswhat you haveto say, what you think about it and then they'll tell you what opinionsthey have. We have to talk
it through faceto face, to the whole community. I f they arewilling to do that job then we will have to do it together.
Otherwise we will spoil therelationship and reputation between the NL C and the gover nment.

Mr Wirilma MUNUNGGURR: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE)

(English Trandlation)

Do this, do this your self.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE).......ccccooiiiiinienineneeenn
(English Trangdlation)

Probably it has got to do with power. The NLC don't want to lose their power.
Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).......ccccooiiiiniiieneeiee
(English Trangdlation)

How many of you work in this committee?
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Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)........cccocnineiininieeseeeenes

(English Tranglation)

Six. Myself, Danny Leo and Brain Ede. We'refrom the Labor party and these two here (pointing to someone) and
Rick Setter and Col Firmin, they are from the CLP in Darwin.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........cccoviiierieiiinieeseseens
(English Tranglation)

If you will, and thisiswhere all the Yolgnu community comeinto it. This community isfunded and employed by
two governments, the NT and the Federal, thisiswhere our funding comes from. If these two gover nments open
their mindsand heartsto Yolgnu people and go along with what Y olgnu people expect them to do OK, and if the
Labor party and the other party (CLP) areworking with all the communitiesin therole of ensuring that Y olgnu
people understand what their party ison about, then the Yolgnu people will understand. The NL C will under stand
that you have alr eady been working with the community. Now you two don't under stand each other because you
are sitting on opposite sides of abigriver. It's not until we cometogether and are unified that we will lock our ideas
into a constitution.

Mr Daymbal'pu MUNUNGGURR: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE)........cccccevuenee.
(English Trandlation)

What areyou intending to do with thislaw, make it one? From hereon will thislaw be one? We Y olgnu people
need to work on thislaw and later on put it together piece by piece. I'm asking you about thislaw, Yolgnu law, for
our land, our country and community that belongsto those places. Our law has got itsown Yolgnu world view, its
own constitution. Over therein the homeland centresthe people who go back there and stay and live there no one
comes and invades our land. That law, that power will stand and exist forever where people go back and take
control of their land.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........cccoviiierieiienieesesienens
(English Tranglation)

Thisisadraft. These conversationswe are having are at draft stage. Culture, every community involved in the
culture, every clan, every piece of land, every community within thisland must put thislaw and lock it in so that
Balanda people will understand that Y olgnu people have a fundamental connection to theland. The Yolgnu law
connectswith each clan, connectsto the land which becomes our land rights. These words are not new. Our law is
very ancient. Onceyou lock this (our law) into a constitution then the NL C will under stand what you aretryingto
do. They understand that thisiswherethe Land Rights Act will be constituted.

Mr Wirilma MUNUNGGURR: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE).........cccccoceviinenenne.
(English Tranglation)

Likethe saltwater hereisstill connected to the Dhuwa and Yirritja people.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........cccooniminineiesese e
(English Tranglation)

The 2 kilometre sea law is not good enough. It's still not right. The searightslegisation isno good. This must also
be put into a constitution.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)........ccccoviiverinirieiseceene
(English Tranglation)

file:/lIK|/lant/committees/Sccd/Committee Transcripts/YIRRKALA u Monday, 8 May 1989.htm (20 of 27) [26/07/2000 11:40:45]



YIRRKALA — Monday, 8 May 1989

That'sright what Roy just said. If you want to protect your rightsthen let's draft a paper that includes all of our
customs, ceremonies and culture so they will remain strong and firm. This constitution can protect our rightsand
make them strong. All of the sacred areas on the land and sea that we sing about and all the other Y olgnu aspects of
our world view must be locked into this constitution. By doing thisit will make our law stronger. We will only

over come the Balanda law with a constitution because at the moment the parliament islooking after the laws.
(Can't hear) At the moment we don't have a constitution. If the gover nment people decide to change the legislation
they can do it anytime and they are able to play around with us because our laws are not protected.

A constitution will stop them from doing all sorts of thingsto we Yolgnu - our laws, our landsand our customs. The
Land Councilsare carrying out their work but our laws aren't constitutionalised. Our land rightsarenot in the
Federal Government Constitution.

At the moment our land rights are different from what we're asking to be put into this constitution. We must put
our personal rightsthat concern us- our customs, our land and others - into this paper.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).........cococereereeeeereeerenrsnennens
(English Trandation)

We can see what you are doing. Okay. The other thing you two groups, Canberra and Northern Territory, must sit
down together and talk. Don't talk on telephoneswith the Northern Territory on thisend and Canberraon the
other end. Cometogether and talk.

Now wetalking for the sake of the Yolgnu people and their land. Thisisyour committee, you Wesley should add
mor e people (Yolgnu people) to makeit real for us, so that more people can work together on this, not alone. Don't
talk alone, talk together. Say to usthat you are working, travelling and dealing with thisfor the sake of Yolgnu
people - thisiswhat you should do. If these drafts (these conver sations) go into the constitution the voice of Yolgnu
peoplefor land rights, the voice of all the people sitting here must be under stood because this constitution,

accor ding to our own land rights, should be recognised. Ther efore the mining companies will not be able to come
onto our land without previous communication or consultation with Yolgnu people and the Yolgnu power, that our
Yolgnu law holds (not clear) belocked in then no one can touch it. All right? Also in that constitution people will
have to think critically before people make up their mindsfor anything for mining or anything.

Mr HATTON: Thisisthe mining, isit?

Mr MARIKA: For mining or anything.

Mr WAKURATJPI: (Speaking DIAPU LANGUAGE).........oovreereeeereseeeseeeseresesee
(English Tranglation)

L et our voices, the voices of the old peoplethisiswhat they have always said. L et's keep their voicesalive. Thisis
what they've been asking for all along, all of the thingsthat we have been talking about heretoday. Let'slock it into
thislaw and also the other thingsthat our old people have been talking about, thisiswhat they predicted and thisis
what is happening to the future generations. Thisiswhat you (Roy) and the older people have been talking about in
the past.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).........cccovemrnreereeeeeerensesnennens
(English Trandation)
Yolgnu law must be legal. It hasto become a constitution and legal.

Mr HATTON: Perhapsthat is one way that it could be done. | do not know all the answers. Do not ask me for all the
answers because | do not have them. | know that there are the issues of yolgnu law, land rights, mining and all sorts of
problems. | know they are there and | know other people have other ideas. Different people have different ideas. What |

am saying is that we need to get all the different people inside one room and say: "When you work out how to live together,
you can come out'. It is no good you just convincing me and me saying: '‘Okay, | am convinced. | am happy'. What about
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all those other people in Darwin, Alice Springs, Katherine and Tennant Creek? Y ou have to talk to them too. That iswhat |
am saying.

Mr MARIKA: Get them to come out and talk to us.
Mr HATTON: And they have got to come and talk to you, yes.
Mr MARIKA: Ask them to come and talk to us.

Mr HATTON: That is what we want that committee for: to get representatives of the people together so that they can talk.
They can go backwards and forwards to the communities and talk it through.

Mr WAKURATJPI: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE).......cccoiiininieeieee e
(English Trandlation)

The old peoplein the past knew what they wer e talking about and it wasright. Even though they didn't under stand
the Balanda language and ways they wereright in what they were saying. You mob know you were therewith them
when you went to court in Darwin and the High Court and you fought for our rights. So we can under stand
Balanda views and make views level with them. Don't chase Balanda people away - work with them.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).........oo.ovvieeeereereseesriesnnes
(English Tranglation)

Wewon't.

Mr WAKURATJPI: (Speaking DIAPU LANGUAGE).........cooooveireseeseeeereseeseee
(English Translation)

Because Balanda people are working here and also our law we need to lock it in and later on it will grow and
becomereal for later on, for usand then we can talk about other things.

MR HATTON: Isit yolgnu law that he is talking about?
Mr WAKURATJPI: Any law. Balandalaw. Y olgnu law.
MR HATTON: How do you make them work side by side?
Mr WAKURATJPI: Work together.

MR HATTON: Yes but how? That is the question? We have had some Aboriginal people say that they do not know
whether thiswill work or not.

Mr WAKURATJPI: Part Yolgnu they got different ideas.
MR HATTON: Yes, that isright.

Some people have said that Aboriginal people should have to face Aborigina law first, after that, they can go to the
Balandalaw. | do not know if that isthe way it should go or not. However it is something that we should talk about
because some people will say that that is the way to go.

Mr WAKURATJPI: Balandalaw ...

MR HATTON: | do not know. All | know isthat ...

Mr WAKURATJPI: (Speaking DIAPU LANGUAGE).........cocovvireireeieseesseseisnien
(English Trandation)
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Balanda law is different, they got different culture, different background, and same goes for us Yolgnu people. We
come together, we work together, we learn together, that's why we still need to under stand each others background.

MR HATTON: And that is what we have got to get out of this.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).......ccccoiiiinieiiceeneeiee
(English Trandlation)

What you said befor e you two was to have that law working side by side.

Mr WAKURATJPI: (Speaking DIAPU LANGUAGE).........oveieereeeneeeneeeeesesereseeenens
(English Trandlation)

Because still the Balanda don't under stand Y olgnu law and we Y olgnu need to under stand Balanda law. But we
need to make the law work for everybody. Let's put our lawsin this constitution. One law that recognises both laws,
Yolgnu and Balanda in the Territory constitution but our Yolgnu law must exist and be recognised.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........coccoeemenrnrereeeerensnnennens
(English Trandation)

Let'sbeclear on this. Let's help each other on thisand encourage each other for those two lawsto go into the one
constitution. If we put our law into the one constitution, Balanda and Y olgnu together then we can lock it in and it
will be beneficial for thosethat are yet to come. Wein the Northern Territory hold that key but we can't open the
door until people say yes.

MR HATTON: That isright. The people have got to say yes. That is what makes this law strong.
MR MARIKA: Not the government in Darwin, not the government in Canberra but the people (Y olgnu people).

MR HATTON: Only the people can change that. Y ou remember that, last year, when the Federal Government wanted to
change the federal constitution, there was a referendum and you had to vote yes or no to four questions? The government
had to ask the people. The people said no and so it could not touch it. It had to stay the way it was. That is the way it would
be with this law.

MR MARIKA: That the Federa or Darwin?

MR HATTON: That was the federal government in Canberra. Last year it had to ask the people. When the people saw
what it wanted, they were not happy and said no and the federal government could not change the law.

MR MARIKA: Have the people in Darwin been asking Canberrato changeit?

Mr HATTON: No, it was not. It was the federal constitution. Remember, last year, you had to vote on 4 questions, not for
the government. Y ou had to vote yes or no on 4 different questions. That was to change the Canberra constitution, the
Australian Constitution. But, the people said no and so the government could not touch it. If we do this one properly, in the
same way, the government will not be able to change it without asking the people. If the people say no, it will have to stay
asitis. You can write that in there too.

Mr WAKURATJPI: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE)........cciiiiiirieeee e
(English Tranglation)

Mari, to meit lookslike we're always talking about the same thing, | think you understand that already. Try not to
ask them any more questions. It looks like the same thing.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).........ovveoomeereeerseeeeecesneneee
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| just want to be clear on what he's saying, just so I'm clear on theidea he's presenting - say it again. Okay leaveit.
Mr WAKURATJPI: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE).......cccccoiineinineineseeeeseenes
(English Tranglation)

In the past you have been talking about the same issues and we have been talking about this beforein many
meetings, and still we aretalking about it.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........cccoviiierieiiinieeseseens
(English Tranglation)

Thisstring of yours, hold onto it and somewher e that raki (strength) might break so wait until your stringis
stronger and just hold onto that string (strength).

Mr WAKURATJPI: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE).........cccoeieieienenese e
(English Trandlation)

That isthe way we should be because we will be having a homeland confer ence soon. And everybody from each
homeland will come and we might have to talk about these issues and ther e are people from the homeland in this
meeting.

Mr MARIKA: Larrtjannga, come on let's hear you talk.

Mr LARRTJANNGA: (Speaking in An Aboriginal language)

(English Trandation)

Thisisjust it.

Mr WAKURATJPI: (Speaking DIAPU LANGUAGE).........cocooveieenresereereesssnee
(English Trandation)

Thisisvery old. You've talked about thisissue before, mari.

MR WirilmaMUNUNGGURR: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE)

(English Trandation)

In every conference we attend whether it's Laynha or Dhanbul who will we get to explain thismoreto us, just to
explain again to the leaders, and who would we get to go to this convention or conferenceto explain again.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).........oo.covvieeeereeressesrinnnes
(English Tranglation)

Herethisman isready to do the work.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE)............coovoeeiieeseesressesnnes
(English Tranglation)

Werethe people - available.

Mr WAKURATJPI: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE)

(English Tranglation)
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ThisDanny Leo isthe other person to see.

Mr LANHUPUY : Danny Leo.

Mr Wirilma MUNUNGGURR: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE)
(English Tranglation)

Danny L eo, yes. Danny L eo's another one.

(Everybody's talking at the same time)

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).........co.covvimeiereesressisneennnns
(English Trand ation)

YesDanny Leo and thisYolgnu (referring to W. Lanhupuy).
Mr LARRTJANNGA: (Speaking in an Aboriginal language)
(English Trand ation)

| wish to speak just a few words.

MR GUNGATA: (Speaking in an Aboriginal language)

(English Trand ation)

| just can't remember this Balanda's name.

Mr LARRTJANNGA: (Speaking in an Aboriginal language)
(English Trandation)

If and when wetalk, later on.

Mr Wirilma MUNUNGGURR: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE)
(English Trandation)

Thisistheman to see.

Mr LARRTJANNGA: (Speaking in an Aboriginal language)
(English Trandation)

Later when we get this straight we will elect them. How many we want of these people her e sitting down today who
have come to this meeting. Then later wewill look at them and vote for them when we come together and talk. We
will get their nameswritten down and get them to talk for us, talk on our behalf.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).........cccovemvnrneeneeeeeensnnennens
(English Trandation)

Let'severy Yolgnu ask the two gover nments, Canberra Government and the Northern Territory Government, let's
all say, " Comeheretoour Yolgnu (narrali) and witness our sacred customs'.

Mr LARRTJANNGA: (Speaking in an Aboriginal language)
(English Translation)
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It lookslikethe discussion we'vetalked about isthe same, when we were over at your office wetalked about this
before.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........oveoeeeeeereeeercenerenseenenes
(English Tranglation)

That'sit.

Mr LARRTJANNA: (Speaking in an Aboriginal language)..........cccceeveveeeveereneeseeenne.
(English Tranglation)

It'sthe same.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........oovoeeoeeeeseeeeerceneenseenenes
(English Tranglation)

That's how we should deal with them. Let'sbring them through our sacred law, through our sacred ritualsand
ceremony.

Mr WAKURATJPI: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE)........ccoceoviiieneeneseeee e
(English Tranglation)

Wewill call them all together, people staying herein Yirrkala and everybody elsein their homelands, call them to
cometo this meeting and then we'll look at it.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........ccccoviviirieininieesesieens
(English Tranglation)

These people will talk about it again, that isthese people will talk to usin detail about it beforethey do the drafting
of thispaper.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE).......c.ccooiiinieninereeenn
(English Trandlation)

Yesdo that together with the othersfor the land rights.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE).......ccccooininieicieneeieee
(English Trandlation)

Wewill do that, we will call them. We Yolgnu will call them to cometo our Narra (sacred ceremony).
Mr Wirilma MUNUNGGURR: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE)

(English Trandlation)

No, not next year. We still have to wait a bit longer.

Mr LANHUPUY : (Speaking WANGURRI LANGUAGE).......c.ccooiiiniineneneeenn
(English Trandlation)

It'svery far, we will wait.
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Unknown : (Speaking in an Aboriginal anguage)...........ccceeeeieeceveenieece e
(English Tranglation)

Onething I've already told you, that thing will be done anyway.

Mr LANHUPUY:: Yo, banham Yo (Yes, that's - yes.)

Unknown : (Speaking in an Aboriginal anguage)...........ceceeeereeieieerieeie e
(English Tranglation)

(Can't hear) It'sfor everybody.

Mr MARIKA: (Speaking RIRRATINGU LANGUAGE)........ccocnininineierese e
(English Tranglation)

[t'slunchtime.

Mr WAKURATJPI: (Speaking DJAPU LANGUAGE)

(English Tranglation)

Tell these Balanda people.

Mr MARIKA: It's about the constitution. We are looking forward to seeing them, meeting again and talking again, okay.
WEell call you back when we get all the people to come wherever to Yirrkala or homelands and talk more. That was a good
talk. We are beginning to understand now. All right? If there is different talking, and different ideas we need to keep on
talking until we can balance it.

Mr HATTON: Thank you very much. It has been avery good meeting.

file:/lIK|/lant/committees/Sccd/Committee Transcripts/YIRRKALA u Monday, 8 May 1989.htm (27 of 27) [26/07/2000 11:40:45]



	Local Disk
	YIRRKALA Š Monday, 8 May 1989


