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QUESTIONS NOT ANSWERED BY 16 JUNE 1977 

FROM 21 DECEMBER 1976 

1628 Mr VALE to Mr POLLOCK 

Could he please advise the following in'respect of -

(1) Central Australian Aboriginal Medical Service; 

(2) Central Australian Aboriginal Legal Aid Service'; 

(3) Central Australian Aborigines Congress; 

(4) Aboriginal Hostels Ltd, Alice Springs -

(a) The number of persons employed? 

(b) Titles and remuneration received, and other employment 
benefits? 

(c) Who is responsible for the hiring and firing of their 
employees? 

(d) Are the organisations' financial records and expenditure 
subject to any audit requirements, if so what? 

(e) Are vehicle records and logbooks kept? 

FROM 3 MAY 1977 

1895 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS 

Would the Honourable Member arrange for the tabling in this Assembly of 
an audited set of .accounts for the Aborigines Benefit Trust Fund, 
established under the Northern Territory (Administration) Act, for the 
years from the year ended June 1973 to June 1977, or ~-of these 
accounts as are available at the time of tabling? 

FROM 7 JUNE 1977 

2005 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON 

What is the current market value in the Valuer-General's estimation of 
the land and improvements at Lot 2904 Trower Road Alawa? 

2006 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TUXWORTH 

Is it a fact that aerial spraying to combat mosquitoes and sand flies is 
carried out at Nhulunbuy. and if so -

(a) What spray is used and under whose supervision is the work carried 
out? 

(b) What areas are actually sprayed and for how long has spraying on 
Gove Peninsula been practised? 



ANSWERS 'ID QUESTIONS ON NOI'ICE 
• 

1722 Mr STEELE to Miss AN DREW 

ANSWER 

How many persons were breathalyser tested in the Territory in 1976 and 
what was the blo0~ alcohol concentration reading in each case? 

1,627 persons were so tested. 

Blood alcohol concentration readings were as follows: 

. 08 and under 220 .24 51 

.09 22 .25 59 

.1 60 .26 27 

.11 74 .27 29 

.12 68 .28 21 

.13 73 .29 13 

.14 74 .30 19 

.15 89 .31 12 

.16 114 .32 5 

.17 107 .33 5 

.18 103 .34 2 

.19 86 .35 2 

.20 84 .36 1 

.21 67 .37 

.,22 86 .38 1 

.23 53 

1896 Mr UANUELL to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

1 •. Has the tender for the construction of a bridge over the Todd 
River been advertised? 

2. When will the tender close? 

3. When is construction planned to commence? 

4. What is the proposed completion date? 

1. Yes, on 8 March 1977. 

2. Tenders closed on' 23 March 1977. 

3. On present indications late May 1977 depending on availability of 
increased funds. 

4. Period of contract is 52 weeks from date of acceptance. 

1897 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON 

1. Has the Department of Northern Territory decided that the present 
Stokes Hill Power Station and subsequent extensions will adequately 
supply Darwin's power requirements for the next seven years? 

2. Has the Department of Northern Territory suspended work on th' 
Environmental Impact Study for Darwin's second .power station? 
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ANSWER 

3. Has the Department of Northern Territory shelved plans for a 
submission to Cabinet so that funds be made available to allow 
preliminary design work on Darwin's second power station to proceed? 

1. No. 

2. Yes, pending receipt of the Final Report of the Inquiry into Public 
Electricity Supply, Northern Territory. 

3. Any such decision will be taken following the receipt and evaluation 
of the Final Report of the Inquiry into Public Electricity Supply, 
Northern Territory. 

1898 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

As from the s tart of 1977 school year, how many students have been -

(a) suspended; 

(b) recommended for explusion; 

(c) recommended for permission to leave 'school before the require 
age, at: -

(i) Darwin High; 

(H) Nightcliff High; 

(Hi) Casuarina High? 

(a) As from the start of 1977 school year, seven (7) students have 
been suspended from school: 

Cb) 

(i) 
(H) 

(iii) 

Darwin High School 
Nightcliff High School 
Casuarina High School 

3 students 
2 students 
2 students. 

Since the beginning of the 1977 school year no student has 
recommended for explusion from any of the three Darwin 
Schools. 

been 
High 

(c) Three students have been recommended for exemption from school 
before the required leaving age since the beginning of' term 1: 

(i) 
(ii) 

(Hi) 

Darwin High School 
Nightcliff High School 
Casuarina High School 

1 student 
2 students 
nil students. 

1899 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr PERRON 

1. How many students at Darwin High School _ 

(a) sat for matriculation; 

(b) passed that examination in the follOWing years: 1970, 1971, 
1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1976? 
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ANSWER 

2. How many students at Nightcliff High School 

(a) sat for matriculation; 

(b) passed that examination in the following years: 
1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, 19761 

1970, 1971, 

3, How many students at Casuarina High School -

(a) sat for matriculation; 

(b) passed that examination in the following years: 1973, 1974, 
1975, 1976? 

Prior to 1974 individual school records were not kept by this 
Department. Students results were sent direct to schools. Since the 
cyclone, accurate records cannot be readily obtained. However in 1970 
there were 27 students who matriculated. The percentage of matriculants 
in 1971 was 52%; in 1972, 48%: and in 1973, 52%. Nightcliff High School 
commenced matriculation in 1972 but did not have a class in 1975 due to 
the reorganisation following the cyclone. Casuarina commenced 
matriculation in 1976. 

The table below gives the relevant information for 1976, 1975 and 1974. 

MATRICULATION 

DARWIN H.S. NIGHTCLIFF H,S. CASUARINA H, S , 

Year No. of Students Who: No. of Students Who: No. of Students Who 
SAT MATRICULATED ill MATRICULATED ill MATRICULATED 

1976 89 31 26 8 36 6 

1975 123 54 - - - -
1974 52 27 69 30 - -

2007 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

I understand that the Federal Government has stated that the Department 
of Health is studying the subject of ciguatera and that ~t is following 
the developments of overseas research centres, Accordingly I ask -

(a) What current research is being carried out by the Department? 

(b) Is the Department to conduct marine biological research at Gove, 
or if not, by whom will this work be undertaken? 

(c) Will the Department make available already accumulated information 
on the problems of a ciguatera at Gove? 

No research is being done on ciguatera poisoning by the Department of 
Health in the Northern Terr5~ory or elsewhere in Australia, However, the 
.Department is. most interested in the problem particularly in the Gove 
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area. Extensive research has been carried out, particularly by Professor 
Banner in Hawaii and by Professor Hashimoto in Japan. The South Pacific 
Commission is playing a major role in the co-ordination of the research. 

However, the research required is of 
extent of the problem at Gove would 
which would be entailed. 

the most detailed nature and the 
not justify the scale of research 

The Department will make available to Mrs Lawrie a paper written on the 
subj ect 0 f ciguatera poisoning at Gove. 



QUESTIONS WITrlOUT NOTICE - Tuesday 7 June 1977 

2008 Mr KENTISH to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

I understand from a news item yesterday that VD is ripe in the 
e.1 ectorate of Arnhem. I have heard that children as young as 10 years 
pld are affe~ted. Can the honourable member advise me of the· most 
affected areas and whether the Health Department have efficient resour
ses to deal adequately wi th the disease? Are there any special problems 
associated wi th the outbreak? 

I will provide the information later in this sittings. 

2009 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Bearing iri mind the motion passed by this Assemly at the last sittings, 
can he advise whether adequate finance is available to finance the 
$15,000 Home Finance Trustee loan and, if not, when is it expected that 
this finance will become available? 

The Department of the Northern Territory issued a press statement 
, several weeks ago which pointed out that a large claim had been made on 

the operation of the $15,000 loan scheme operated by the Home Finance 
Trustee. In fact, at the end of April. the loans approved during this 
financial year were just over double those approved in the previous 
financial year and several financial years before that. The figures also 
indicated that approximately 111 applications were also on hand, The 
statement by the Department of Northern Territory alluded to the fact 
that the Home Finance Trus tee was seeking to raise further finance from 
his traditional commercial lending sources. I have not been advised 
whether additional funds are required in order to meet the expectations 
of those applicants but I will seek the information'for the honourable 
member. I would point out that, before the cyclone in Darwin, the 
average waiting time for applicants under that scheme was about 8 
months. I will seek the informatio~ and will make it available this 
week. 

2010 Mr MANUELL to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Have the present operators of the Alice Springs abattoirs delayed their 
announced opening date and, if so, for what reason? What is the revised 
opening date? 

I have not been able to speak to the principals of the abattoir directly 
but I have spoken to officers of the Department of Animal Industry and 
Agriculture. Branch who have been in regular contact with the abattoir 
operators. It was hoped that the abattoir wo·u1d commence killing for the 
domestic market in Alice Springs on 30 May, however, there have been 
some delays and that date was not able to be achieved. The company has 
now decided that it will not commence killing for the domestic market 
before killing for the export market because it may possibly prejudice 
the gradinB of the export licence requirements. It is anticipated that 
killing will begin in about mid July. 

2011 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON 

Can he advise when the freeze on processing applications for 
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ANSWER 

subdivisions of industrial land will be lifted by the Department of the 
Northern Territory? 

Unfortunately, I cannot advise when this freeze will be lifted. I have 
asked the Minister for the Northern Territory several times over the 
past,4 months to lift this unnecessary restriction on the private sub
division of industrial land but I have only received notification from 
the Minister that·he is looking into the matter. 

2012 Mr EVERINGHAM toDr LETTS 

ANSWER 

No doubt he has seen press reports recently that would indicate that 
because of the closure of markets in West Germany, the Northern Terri
tory buffalo meat exporters and breeders are likely to be wiped out. At 
the same time, I have noticed that West Germany appears t'o be one of 
cotmtries that are seeking Australian uranium. I would ask the Majority 
Leader whether it would be possible for him to see, if uranium mining 
went ahead, that cotmtries such as West Germany were encouraged, at the 
same time as they sought to purchase our uranium, to lessen their import 
restrictions on beef and buffalo. 

I will use~y best efforts to secure that happier situation. I have 
little doubt that Ministers who are connected with Australian exports 
will be doing the same thing. I imagine that the Prime Minister on his 
European trip would be taking that sort of line. I know that the Acting 
Prime MiniSter is extremely concerned about what happened with the 
threatened levy on buffalo meat. I would point out that normal market 
forces would tend to operate in the other way in that, if we sold 
uranium to a country and thereby changed the balance of trade situation 
to that country, it would normally be looking for the right to sell 
something back to us. In spite of that, we will-'use Our best efforts to,
secure the future welfare of the buffalo meat industry and the meat 
industry in general. 

2013 Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREW 

ANSWER 

Can she advise whether the uniformed policemen in the Terri tory will be 
identified either by name or number? If she is not in a position to so 
advise, can she advise when the decision is likely to be made. 

The answer is no to both questions. 

2014 Hr WITHNALL to Mr TAMBLING 

Is he aware that R.J. Bennel1 Constructions Pty Ltd which has 
remunera ti ve Housing Commission contracts is in serious financial 
difficulties and cannot pay its debts? Since this company is a foreign 
company not registered in the Northern Territory, will he provide an ex
planation as to how the company received the contract in breach of the 
Ordinance? Is it a fact that the company has a nominal capital only? Is 
he aware that the persons holding shares in and having the management of 
R.J. Bennell Constructions Pty Ltd have recently taken over a Northern 
Territory company registered as Artifax Pty Ltd '::lich is said to be 
about to receive a further lucrative contract from the Housing Commiss
ion? Is it a fact that this company has a nominal capital only and will 
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ANSWER 

he have the matter of the allocation of a contract by the Housing 
Commission suspended pending investigation of these companies and their 
personnel? 

The issue associated with the R.J. Bennell Pty Ltd have been brought to 
my attention and I have sought a report from the Housing Commission on 
the operation. Several of the aspects raised by the honoura1:l1e member's 
questions have been previously raised with me and I have also sought the 
information. As soon as this information is to hand, I will make it 
available to the honourable menDer. I will certainly be looking at any 
further contracts that are proposed. 

2015 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Is he aware of the statement made by a 'senior geologist, Mr Ryan, 
recently that the Northern Territory mining legislation is the most 
archaic in the world? Has any review been done on the Mining Ordinance 
recently? 

I did hear reports in the media that Mr Ryan told a recent seminar in 
Darwin that the legislation was the most archaic in the world. However, 
officers of the Mines Branch assure me that that is not a true 
assessment of the legislation because there is other legislation that is 
more archaic than ours. The Mines Branch has for some time been 
dissatisfied wi th the legis 1ation and has had an officer preparing 
instructi.ons for the draftsmen. This is quite a complex and detailed job 
and it will take some time even though the officer has devoted a fair 
amount of time to it over the last 9 months, Recently, there was a 
meeting between the Secretary of the Department of Northern Territory, 
officers of the Mines Branch and myself. It was agreed that this work 
would proceed more quickly and it is hoped that, in the next few months, 
they will be in a better position to again approach me on the matter. We 
hope that, in the not too distant future, a total review of mining 
legislation in the Northern Territory will be completed. In the 
meantime, there will be a need to effect amendments to the existing 
legislation. 

2016 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

In the past few weekS, I have been approached by members of the liquor 
and allied trades complaining bitterly about legislation supposedly 
before the House. They have seen it 'and I have Could he advise when a 
redrafted liquor licensing bill will be presented to this House. 
Secondly, if there is a draft in circulation to the community would he 
pay the honounb1e menDer for Port Darwin and myself the courtesy of 
showing it to us? We have been asked to comment but we do not know,a 
thing. 

I would just like to emphasise that there is no drafting legislation in 
circulation. However, there has been a great deal of work done by the 
Legislation and Drafting Section on the preparation of a new licenSing 
ordinance to bring our laws into the era of the 1980s. This ordinance is 
being drafted along the lines of the Adams Report, As soon as there i.s a 
draft, I can assure both honourable members that they will be among the 
fi rs t to receive a copy. 
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2017 Mr TUNGATULUM to Miss ANDREW 

ANSWER 

A human body has been found at Cape Fourcroy. Can she give further 
information on this matter. 

It is my understanding that in actual fact possibly six bodies have been 
found at Cape Fourcroy. This morning a brigade of CIB_ men and a 
pathologist have gone over and I would prefer to give further comments 
when they return. 

2018 Mr EVERmGHAM to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

What is the present position in relation to the bringing into operation 
of the Land and Business Agents Ordinance which was passed by the 
Legislati ve Council in 1974. 

The Land and Business Agents Ordinance is quite an unsatisfactory piece 
of legislation to be brought into operation. There has been a great deal 
of work done on this piece of legislation with a view to ascertaining 
what amendments are required so that it can be implemented. This work is 
proceeding but I could not undertake to give a date as to when the 
amendments will be introduced. 

2019 Mr WITHNALL to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Has the Majority Party adopted the policy expressed in the report of the 
Select Committee on the Landlord and Tenant(Control of Rents) Ordinance? 
If so, when will a bill be introduced into the Assembly? 

At this stage, the Majority Party is considering the select committee 
report with a view to its adoption or modification. The honourable 
member will have further information on this in the near future. 

2020 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBUNG 

ANSWER 

Is it a fact that the NT Housing Commission has decided to allow 
eligible tenants to purchase damaged houses and, if so, under what terms 
and condi tions? 

A number of honourEble menbers have made representations about the 
availabili ty of Housing Commission homes to eligible tenants. As a 
result of the legislation that was recently passed by this Assembly, I 
asked the Housing Commission Board to reconsider its plans on the sale 
of substandard homes. The Housing Commission did last week reconsider 
and has agreed to make subs tandard homes a vailab le to the tenants of 
those homes provided they meet the other eligibility criteria. This now 
gives 4 options to an eligible tena,nt: first, may elect to buy that home 
for cash but the Housing Commission is not in a position to make 
mortgage funds available for its purchase; secondly, he may elect to 
move to a new Housing Commission Home; thirdly, he may elect to transfer 
and purchase an upgraded Housing Commission Home in a similar suburban 
location; and, fourthly, he may wait for the home itself to be upgraded 
and then purchase it with Housing Commission financial assistance. 
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2021 Mr MANUELL to Mr· RYAN 

ANSWER 

Is he able to advise me when the long-awaited report from the Australian 
National Railways on the resiting of the passenger and marshalling yards 
at Alice Springs will be made available? 

I am not aware when or if a report will be made available. I will seek 
the information and advise the member for Alice Springs later in these 
sittings. 

2022 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

My question concerns the Select Committee Report on Regional Counci~for 
Social Development. What action is being taken as a result of that 
report and what financial arrangements are being made for regional 
councils, particularly those in Katherine and A1ice Springs, to continue 
thei r work in the new f inanci al year? 

The full consideration of the report has not yet taken place. However, 
the principle has been established by the Majority Party that the 
funding for the continued operation of all councils throughout the 
Territory will continue. I have met with 3 of the 4 councils to inform 
them of the finance that will be available ~o them in the coming period. 
They will be catered for in the supply bills which will be introduced 
today. In addition, I also indicated to them that they will no longer be 
on an open-ended operation. They will be provided for financially on the 
bas,is of work and project commitment and they have accerted this ruling. 

2023 Mr ROBERTSON to Hr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

I preface my question by referring to the recent elections in the third 
Alice Springs town council. It is now an extended council because there 
are a nlUllber of new members. What plans, if any. has he in mind to 
provide assistance and advice to that new council. 

I would like to indicate that my department and I will be pleased to 
extend all the usual courtesies and advice to any corporation in the 
Northern Territory. parti cularly the new Alice Springs corporation. In 
addition, I have made arrangements with the new Alice Springs corporat
ion to sponsor a special seminar in Alice Springs on local government on 
3 July. The participants at this seminar will include a specialist in 
local government administration, Dr Hichael Jones of the Canberra 
College of Advanced Education, 2 senior officers of my department, the 
Director, Hr Godwin, and the Chief Executive Officer of Community 
Development. I also hope that a representative of the political science 
section of the Darwin Community College will participate. It is proposed 
that the seminar will provide basic information on 'local government for 
the newly elected aldermen. At the same time I propose to issue 
invitations to council employees and to members of Aboriginal councils 
in communities near A1ice Springs, I propose to conduct similar seminars 
at a later date in Darwin and other Northern Territory centres, 

2024 Hr WITHNALL to Mr TAMBLING 

What is the present position with regard to assent to the Succession 
Duties Repeal Ordinance which was passed by the Legislative Council some 
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ANSWER 

4 years ago. 

The Majority Party supports the principles of the legislation. I under
stand the Majority Leader issued a statement this morning with regard to 
this legislation. We will negotiate with the Federal Government with 
regard to the iIq>lementation of suitable legislation. 

2025 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Has he made a decision about the Nightcliff Fire Station? Is it to be 
rebuilt and, if so, to what standard or, if not, what fire appliances 
are to be housed in the Nightcliff area for use in emergencies? 

It is not my intentions to rebuild the 'fire station at Nightcliff. The 
Cssuarina fire station was originally planned to cover the whole of the 
northern suburbs, including Nightcliff, Casuarina is presently being 
repaired and very soon should be back to its complete strength. 

2026 Mr TUNGATULUM to Miss ANDRElV 

ANSWER 

Prisoners at Fannie Bay are making artifacts which they would 
send to their wives or relatives but they are not allowed to. 
honourable menDer tell me why? 

like to 
Can the 

Under the present legislation, all artifacts made by the prisoners 
during their period of sentence are the property of the Department of 
Correctional Services. The Department of Correctional Services is unable 
to sell these but, with the approval of the prisoner, it has sometimes 
given paintings and pieces of craft work to charity. Since the transfer 
of powers on l' January, we have been looking at the feasibility of 
setting up a trust fund which we can operate so that the prisoners have 
the opportunity to sell or give away artifacts, providing that they make 
sqme contribution to the materials being used. I hope that, in the very 
near future, I will be able to announce the implementation of this 
polici to give or hand over work that he had made. 

2027 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

I refer to my question number 1895 relating to the tabling of audited 
accounts of the Aboriginal Benefit Trust Fund. What progress has been 
made in this matter. 

The question asked by the honourable 
app ropria te a uthori ties. I will check 
later. 

member has been referred to the 
on its progress and inform him 

2028 MrDONDAS to Mr PERRON 

Is he able to advise when, he will table a copy of the report of the 
committee enquiring in the Northe~n Territory electricity supply? 
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ANSWER 

I have been endeavouring to contact the Minister for Construction and 
Planning over the last few days to t"ind out when I can expect to receive 
copies of the report. I have not been able to contact the Minister as 
parliament is in recess. I have spoken to one of his aides who informed 
me that, as a result of an accident in ~ueensland, the delivery of the 
report to the Minis ter has been delayed by some 2 weeks. As soon as 
copies are available; they will be supplied to me. 

2029 Mr ROBERTSON to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Will he investigate the possibility of converting 
Commonwealth Hostel in Katherine to accomodate 
requiring primary and secondary education? 

one wing 
outback 

of the 
children 

I will have the matter referred to the appropriate authorities for their 
assessment. 

2030 Mr DONDAS to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

Will he advise me when the report of the Inquiry into the Lottery and 
Gaming Ordinance will be tabled in this House? 

The investigation was completed a month ago. It anticipated that the 
report will be tabled at the next sittings. 

2031 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

I address my question to the member with responsibilities for education 
and planning. Could he advise as to the present state of Carpentaria 
College, its likely future and the date when one can expect something to 
be done to rehabili tate the present wreck which is a daily invitation to 
marauding and irresponsible members of the public? 

I will correct the honourable member that I have liaison responsibility 
for education and planning and not responsibility for education and 
planning and there is a very real. difference. I will seek the 
information for which the honourable member has asked. Perhaps it would 
be advisable for her to place the question on notice. 

2032 Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN 

Is he aware that a group of federal and state politicans were travelling 
by bus to Alice Springs last weekend and that, during the course of that 
journey, the bus experienced mechanical failure? Is it a fact that the 
mechanical failure occurred near Coober Pedy and was the mechanical 
failure a result of the condition of the road? Since the tour of 
inspection was largely for the benefit of Northern Territorians,. does he 
consider that a note of apology to members of that tour would be in 
order in case they experienced inconvenience and discomfort and also 
will'he send a letter to the South Australian Government expressing his 
dissatisfaction at the state of the South Australian section of that 
road? 
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ANSWER 

I wish I could answer that by saying yes but I do not know what sort of 
trotble that would get me into. I was aware that state and federal 
politicans were travelling to Alice Springs via that particular stretch 
of road. I did have an invi tation to go myself but I declined. I did not 
think I had anything really to learn because I am well aware of the 
state of the roads, 

It may have been better for the people in the bus if I had have gone as 
a mechanic because I may have been able to fix the,mechanical failure. I 
do not think we should apologise because the road is in South Australia. 
I think the honourable gentleman who visited the weekend before last 
should be making some apologies for the state of the road. 

2033 Mr ROBERTSON to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Would he advise the result of the much publicised pilgrimage to the 
"holy city" Canberra for the purpose of urging a decision on the prop
osed Alice Springs refinety? ' 

Along with the honourable members for Stuart and Alice Springs, I did go 
to Canberra and had meetings with the Minister assisting the Treasurer, 
the Minister for the Northern Territory and officers of hls department 
concerning the proposed Alice Springs refinery, I was quite happy with 
the talks and I am much more confident that decisions will finally be 
made and that the companies concerned will be able to move forward with 
a little bit more certainty. I was a little sceptical at first about 
going but I am quite happy that the trip was vety worthwhile. I am quite 
confident that, as the results of the talks last week and the remarks of 

/ 
the Minister for National Resources in Alice Springs the previous 
weekend, the refinery project is much more a goer now than it was 10 
days ago. 

2034 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr POLI1lCK 

ANSWER 

In order that I can aVQid that particular store, could he tell me where 
he'bought his coat. 

I bought it from a reputable Swans on Street trader. 

2035 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Is it true that a contract has been let to underground the electricity 
supply in Tiwi and, if so, who is the contractor and when is ,the 
contract likely to be completed? 

I will undertake to obtain the information. 
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2036 Mr VALE toMr RYAN 

Can he advise where and when the next Rural Road Conference will be 
held? 

Yes. if I had brought the piece of paper across with me. I will give the 
information later. 

2037 Mr MANUELL to Hr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Did the Minister for Transport appoint a committee last year to inquire 
into costs and standards associated with the construction of the 
Tarcoola to Alice Springs standard gauge r.ail link? If he did, has the 
inquiry concluded anything about the costs and standard of construction 
or made any report? 

I am not aware of whether or not the Minister for Transport did under
take to inquire into the costs. I will obtain information for the 
honourable meuber. 

2038 Mr VALE to Miss ANDREW 

ANSWER 

How many breaking and entry officers have taken place within the town of 
Alice Springs in the last 6 months and what steps are proposed to reduce 
these offences? 

I have had some warning of this question so I do have some facts before 
me. There were 79 break and enter offences reported in the commercial 
area of Alice Springs during the last 12 months. Of these, 9 were' 
committed by juveniles, 5 by adults and the remaining 65 offences are 
yet to be cleared up. The area is patrolled as frequently as possible to 
prevent this type of offence. IIlcdeed, foot patrols in conjunction with 
mobile patrols are carried out in this a.rea as frequently as staffing 
permits. 

2039 Mr MANUELL to Hr PERRON 

ANSWER 

I ask this ques tion on behalf of the honourab le member for Elsey. Will 
the Daly Waters Hotel be supplied with electricity after 30 June this 
year? 

There are only 2 consumers at Daly Waters at present and this has been 
the case for some period, The Department of the Northern Territory has 
decided that it is uneconoml.cal to continue supplying electricity to the 
area on a pdllic electricity supply basis. They have advised the two 
consumers concerned, the police station and the hotel at Daly Waters, 
that supplies would be terminated on 30 June. This notification was 
given verbally by phone on the 29 March this year and followed up by a 
letter on 1 April. The consumers will have to make their own 
arrangements about alternative supplies. However, the instructions that 
have been given are such that the power supplies will not be cut off by 
throwing a switch at midnight on the 30 June if it is felt that the 
consumers qave not had reas·onable time to arrange alternative supplie.s, 
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\ 
Thus, I believe that power probably will not be terminated on the night 
of 30 June unless the consumers have alternative power supplies, 

2040 Mr TUNGATULUM to Miss ANDREW 

ANSWER 

With the incrcio£!e of population in 
area, what plans are being made to 
area? 

the Howard 
establish 

Sp rings and Hump ty Doo 
a police station in the 

As with all areas where population is growing, the matter is being 
looked at but there is no immediate proposal to put a police station in' 
the Howard Sp;-ings area, However, the matter is being reviewed. 

2041 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

What swdivisions and how many blocks of land are expected to become 
available to the public at auction during the years 1977, 1978, 1979 and 
1980 in the Darwin area? 

I have had some forewarning of this question and I have some details. 
Lots are expected to become available for auction to the public in the 
Darwin area as follows: In 1977, approximately 60 blocks from Wulagi 
swdivision: in 1978, approximately 140 blocks from Malak stage 1 
subdivision: in. 1979, approximately 20 blocks from the Miiner sub
division and approxi.1ately 50 blocks from the Malak subdivision; in 
1980, approximately 80 from Malak stage 2 subdivision ,and approximately 
100 from Kerama subdivision. The above does not take into account blocks 
in the existing service lot areas, Some of these should be available to 
support the 60 lots from Wulagi to be auctioned during 1977. Also, as 
the 222 lots currently being used for demountables become available in-
1979. this will assist the short fall for auction in that year. 

2042 Mr TUNGATULUM to Miss ANDREW 

ANSWER 

Can she advise the number of times patrol cars visit the Howard Springs 
and Humpty Doo areas? 

I understand that patrol cars go into that area once a day, Traffic 
patrols are conducted at random, particularly over the weekend when the 
traffic through the area is increased. 

2043 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Is he able to advise me what decision the Education Department has made 
on the use of Nakara School? 

I attempted to have answers to this question and one or two others on 
education here this morning, but they have not been able to be prepared 
in time. I .will undertake to have the answers stib~tted later during 
this si t tings. 
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2044 Mr V~ to Hr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Can he advise whether or not the contract has been let for the 
construction of a bridge over the Todd River and, if, not, can he advise 
when it will be let? 

So far as I know the letting of the co'ntract should be announced within 
the next week or so, 

2045 Mr ROBERTSON to Miss ANDREW 

ANSWER 

I apologise for the length of this question but it arises out of 
comments made by Mr Justice Muirhead in his reasons for judgment in the 
matter of an appeal agains t sentence filed on behalf of a minor 
previously sentenced in the Alice Springs Children's Court. His Honour's 
remarks refer to the failure of that child to successfully enter into a 
bond with surety at Papunya on 13 January this year, The matter, has 
been given wide national ptblicity and it is a matter that should be 
raised before this Assemly. I ask the honourable Cabinet Member is it 
not a fact: that the boy was represented at Papunya by a solicitor from 
Aboriginal Legal Aid; that there were a total of 139 individual charges 
dealt with by the magistrate at Papunya on the day in question and that, 
as a result, bond documents could not be prepared until the rising of 
the court; that a willing surety had in fact been found; that the surety 
and the convicted boy were abandoned by the representative of Aboriginal 
Legal Aid before that solicitor was satisfied that her clients interests 
had been properly looked after; that because of that neglect the surety 
disappeared from the precincts of the Papunya court and, despite all 
efforts by police, could not be found~ and that the solicitors from 
Aboriginal Legal Aid made absolutely no subsequent inquiries whatever to 
any of the officers of the Alice Springs Police Station, the Clerk of 
Courts, the Alice Springs Gaol or anyone else, to ensure that they had 
discharged their duty to their young client. 

It seems to be saga 6f failures, The boy was represented at Papunya by a 
solicitor of Aboriginal Legal Aid, I understand that there were a total 
of 109 individual charges dealt with on that day and, as a result, the 
bond documents could not be prepared until the rising of the Court. A 
surety had been found who, I understand, was a brother of 'the defendant 
and he was asked to wai t, However, with the preparation of the documents 
associated with the sitting of the Court that day, the waiting time no 
doubt was considerable and on 1·3 January no doubt the temperature was 
rather high in Papunra. The solicitor of Aboriginal Legal Aid, according 
to my information, talked to the defendant just prior to leaving Papunya 
by plane and assured him that a surety had been found and it would be 
simply a matter of time waiting for the document to be prepared. By the 
time the docuIllmts were prepared, the surety was not to be' found even 
though the police spent hours during the night looking everywhere around 
the Papunra area. There were no inquiries made by Aboriginal Legal Aid 
on 14 January or subs eq uently to ensure that recognizance had been duly 
entered into and that the fellow had been released. Because the papers 
.were completed in Papu~a and did not need to be done in Alice Springs, 
the matter was therefore not brought to the attention of the Clerk of 
Courts in Alice Sprin~ so she had no idea of the si tuation. 
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2046 Hr DONDAS to Hr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Can he supp ly me wi th any information regarding government policy con 
cerning the extension of time for residentiai lease covenants in 
relation to. lots sold at auctions for single dwelling constructions? 

I have had a reply from the Minister toa request I put to him that he 
consider altering the time which is required for compliance with 
covenants on land which will have single dwell~ng uni ts constructed on 
it. He told me that the exis ting situation whereby the purchaser 'of a 
block is required to commence construction within 12 months and finish 
within 2 years is believed by himself and his department to be a good 
policy and preferab le to the proposal I put to him that the time 
constraint be 2 years to commence and a further 2 years to complete. I 
find the Minister's answer somewhat unsatisfactory from my party's point 
of view. I will endeavour to take the matter up with him and with 
officers of his department to see if we can not have them take into 
consideration the fact that the situation has changed somewhat from when 
these covenants were firs t es tablished. It is difficult to obtain 
sufficient ini tial capital thes e days to purchase the block of land -
and they cost anything from $8,000 to $12,000 and even more for a 
residential block - and within a 12 month period also obtain sufficient 
finance to pay a deposit on $40,000 or $50,000 house. This is a pretty 
unrealistic proposition for the average young couple in the community. I 
hope to prevail on the minister to change his mind. 

2047 Hr TUNGATULUM to Dr L~TTS 

ANSWER 

Is he aware of the moves by people at Bathurst and Melville Islands to 
have their own land council? Can he assure my people that the Majority 
Party support us to establish this council? 

The Majority Party has always supported in the promulgation of legis 
lation for Aboriginal land rights the primary place of the traditional 
owner in the scheme of ownership and adminisration. In the federal act, 
the provision is made for land councils to assist the traditional owners 
and clearly they are the administrative agents and servants of those 
traditional owners. Provision is also made for the establishment of more 
than the 2 initial land councils on application to the Minister. Within 
the system which is laid down in the act, the closer that land councils 
can get to the traditional owner groups, the more effective should be 
the co-operation and misunderstanding should be minimised. The Tiwi 
people have had this concept under consideration for a couple of years. 
They have discussed it and the matter has been put to a vote among the 
Tiwis on a nunber of occasions. On a recent occasion, I was present at 
Garden Point when this issue was canvassed. There is no doubt in my mind 
that there is a very strong feeling among the Tiwi people that they wish 

. to have their own land council even though they may choose to use the 
services of a central body in Darwin such as the exis ting land council. 
While that is their view, the Majority Party will give them strong 
support in that move. 

2048 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr RYAN 

Could he tell me why we have had so many breakdowns on the Tropo Scatter 
communication:! system to Nh~'\ubuy?' Is this the aftermath of cyclone 
Tracy or are we going to continue to have these breakdowns? We have all 
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ANSWER 

the modern technology in the world and I am jlSt wondering whether this 
mat ter is being overlooked. 

I have not had the time to confirm this but I believe the problem exists 
because the transmitter is operated by an emergency ge,nerator set which 
has to undergo service. This is the reason that they do have 
interruptions. The question of the facilities over at Cox Peninsular 
are still up in the air although there does seem to be some indication 
that the Federal Government intends to reactivate the facilities over 
there and I am noW speaking about general facilities relating to Radio 
Australia. I krow unofficially that they are in the process of 
purchasing further generating equipment for the area and I would assume 
this could possibly alleviate the problem and could be tied up with the 
eventual rehabili tation of the whole complex on Cox Peninsula. I 
certainly hope so. 

2049 Mr TUNGATULUM to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

Can he advise me of the conditions under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 
under which the Catholic Church may continue to hold leases on Bathurst 
and Melville Islands. 

The Aboriginal Lands Righ t Act provides for the declaration of certain 
land to be Aboriginal land in the first schedule and that includes 
Bathurst and Melville Islands. It provides for the title to be issued 
when a trus t has been setup. It prov:i.des ,I think in section 18, that 
where a mission existed by licence or permission before such time, that 
mission can continue in occupation and use of the land. However, it also 
provides in section 18 that a land council can direct the land trust to 
terminate the lease of the mission at a date no earlier than 12 months. 
after the date of service of the notice. Thus, whilst they have 
immediate rights to continue occupation and use, a land trust at the 
direction of a land council could terminate that use at 12 months 
notice. There is provision in such cases for payment of compensation for 
facilities that are established there. There is a further provision for 
the granting by a land trust of leases to mission authorities in the 
place of their existing tenure but the term of such leases is not to ex
ceed 5 years. 

2050 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

How many new houses has the Housing Commission allocated to tenants 
since 1 January this year? What is the current waiting period for 
Housing Commission homes both in Darwin and in Alice Springs. 

I ask that the question be placed on notice. 

2051 Mr VALE to Dr LETTS 

Will copies of the second Fox Report be made available to members of 
this Assenbly? 
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ANSWER 

It is not possible at this time to give all members a copy of the second 
Fox Report. They have available to them the copy which was tabled and 
there are some 4 or S. copies available for those who wish to study the 
subject before the debate comes on. The arrangements that were made for 
the distribution of the second Fox Report did not include the Assembly 
Executive or any Assembly members~ As I understand it, the bulk lot of 
copies which came to the Northern Territory came through the Department 
of Ab!'riginal Affairs, presumably because that department had a 
representative on the eJePert panel advising Hr Justice Fox. I do not 
know that any other Department received any bulk copies at all. We have 
obtaine'd from the Department of Aboriginal Affairs apparently all the 
copies which we were able to get from that source. There were some 
available in shops for sale at $10 or more a copy, I understand that 
those copies have now been emausted for the time being. My office has 
further copies on order and I am not quite sure when they will arrive. 
As soon as they do arrive, I will endeavour to make copies available to 
each member. In the meantime, we will have to do the best we can by 
sharing the copies that are available • 

. 2052 Hr DONDAS to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

On 17 NoveIlber 1976, I asked question 1582: "On Sunday 17 October at 
8,45am, I had reason to visit the Casuarina Fire Station as the dash· 
board of my vehicle was on fire. I had a small electrical fire and I 
pulled into the Fire Station thinking that they would be of some assist!
ance. Unfortunately, there were no fire extinguishers at the station. 
Can the Executive member tell me why not?" The member replied at the 
time tha-t there was not one handy. Are there fire extinguishers at the 
Casuarina Fire S,tation now? 

I do not make it a practice to call at the Fire Station regularly to 
check to see if they have fire extinguishers available.I .have a chief 
officer who looks after thos e matters. I will ask him if there is a fire 
extinguisher available at Casuarina and if not, whether he could make 
one available to ensure that, should the honourable member for 
Casuarina's car Dr any one else's car catch fire, they could be put out. 
There are other methods of putting out fires, some of which the honour
member may not like. 

2053 Mr TUNGATULUM to Hr TU~ORTH 

ANSWER 

Is the Consumer Protection Council making any efforts to reach the 25% 
of the Northern Territory population who are Aborigines and require 
special attention because of literacy problems? 

The Consumer Protection Council in the coming 12 months will embark on 
an increased program of education amJngst all Territorian. One of the 
weaknesses that the cOmicil feels in its present provision of services 
is that it does not cater ade:tuate1y for the needs of Aboriginals. They 
have undertaken to look in to this and see what form of education they 
can provide and how extensively they can offer it within the limits of 
funds available to them, 
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2054 Hrs LAWRIE to Hr TAMBUNG 

ANSWER 

Even if there is likely to be assurfei t government housing available in 
the next 6 months, is it likely that some of these homes will be offered 
to the' Comm:ission or is it likely that a single housing author! ty can be 
brought into being earlier than otheIWise expected? 

The issues rais ed by the honourable member are under active 
consideration The Northern Territory Cabinet has formulated a policy 
with regard 'to a single housing authority and has put fOIWard certain 
proposals to the Minister for the Northern Territory. It would like to 
see the Housing Commission becoming that authority by way of 
transferring certain housing stock from the government pool and 
arranging suitable financial te~ and conditions. The various officers 
of the Northern Territory Public Service are currently holding 
negotiations and discussions with officers of the Department of the 
Northern Territory to tender advice to Mr Adermann to enable an early 
resolution of this matter. I would hope that, if there are any surplus 
stocks arising from the government building programs, houses of this 
type can be made available as quickly as possible. 

2055 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TUXWORTII 

ANSWER 

My question relates to an answer I received yesterday concerning the 
introduction of a new liquor and licensing bill. Could he advise the 
probable date of introduction of that legislation? Having regard to the 
expected life of this Assembly, can he assure us that there is time for 
the introduction and passage of that legislation before this Assembly 
expires? 

At the risk of being -difficult, I cannot give the honourable member the 
assurance she is looking for. 

2056 Mr ROBERTSON to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

What plans does the Government have for converting the unused buildings 
of the North Australia Railways in Katherine into a detoxification 
centre? 

I have no knON1edge of any plans to turn those buildings into a detoxi
fication centre. I am aware that the Regional Council in Katherine that 
operates a detoxification operation is looking for alternative premises 
but I have no other information on that. 

2057 Mr DONDAS to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

What aid, if any, has his department given to the DaIWin Regional 
Tourist Promotion Association plan for a "Back to DaIWin Week" in May 
1978? ' 

I attended a recent meeting of this partic.:~ '!.r group which is doing a 
pretty good j ob in organising the "Back to Darwin Week" for next year. 
One of the proble1l5 they have concerns the promotional side of the 
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event. I have asked that the Northern Territory Tourist Bureau take up 
the matter and assist, wherever possible, in promoting the forthcoming 
event with posters etc. It will be a fairly important event for Darwin 
and it will affect other parts of the Territory because anybody coming 
to Dal:Win has to go through the rest of the Territory. We believe many 
people will be travelling by car and we are giving all the support that 
we possibly can to that particular event. 

2058 Mr BALLANlYNE to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

What is the latest information regarding the future of a new gallery and 
has land been made available to the Museums and Art Galleries NT? 

I am aware that the Museums and Art Galleries Board have had discussions 
with officers of the Department of the Northern Territory and have come 
to an amicable conclusion over the provision of a block. I am unable to 
tell the honourable member where the block is and when it will be 
developed. 

2059 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

My question relates to the pedestrian crossing o.n Trower Road near the 
intersection of Francis Street. The honourable Cabinet Member would be 
familiar with that intersection because, under the redistribution, it 
will be in his nay electorate. In the ligh t of the considerable use of 
tha t pedes trian cross ing by school children from the Millner Primary 
School and St. Pauls School and the number of accidents which have 
occurred to people using the cross-over, is consideration being given by 
his department to . either the installation of lights or a pedestrian 
walk-over similar to the Ludmilla one? 

The honourable member 'for Jingili has a fairly valid argument for 
provision of some sort of system but whether or not money could be made 
available for an over-pass, I do not know, Certain:I.y, the situation that 
exists there at present is unsatisfactory and, with the advent of the 
Rapid Creek shopping centre, many morep.e0}!lle are using the crossing and 
crossing the road at a nuni>er of places. The council propose to upgrade 
that section of the road shortly and this will also cause problems 
during the construction period. However, I will take the matter up with 
th~ planning people to see if something .can be done and no doubt I will 
continue to take an interes t in the area after my re-election. 

2060 Mr DONDASto Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Does the fire department have a program during this dry season to burn 
off uninhabited blocks? 

It is generally the fire brigade's intention to burn off any uninhabited 
blocks or any blocks that are overgrown with grass, It could also be 
their intention in some cases to charge owners of blocks. If a complaint 
is lodged, the opportunity is given to the owner to clean up the block 
himself, If he takes no action, in the· interests of safety the fire 
brigade then burn the scrub off the block and send the bill to t1:? 
owner. 
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2061 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Can he advise the status and future of Carpentaria College? 

I cannot answer the <lues tion the honourable menber asked yesterday. We 
had an extremely busy day yes terday and I have not been able to get the, 
answers from the Department as yet. 

2062 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Dr LETTS: The honourd:> le member for Port Darwin yesterday asked a 
question without notice relating to a question on notice 1895 whi.,:h 
dealt wi th the call for tabling in this Assembly of an audited set of 
accounts for the Aboriginal Benefits Trust Fund. Since I rose to answer 
that question yesterday, I have received some information which I would 
normally add to the answer to the question on notice. The information 
indicates that audited accounts for the Aboriginal Benefits Trust Fund 
are not available as the Auditor-General is not required to carry out a 
full audi t of the fund as is the normal practice for commercial 
enterprises. This information from the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 
then goes on to give a number of references to the Auditor-General's 
report which' apparently it was thought may throw some light on the 
subj ect. However, I find that, of the 15 references given; 12 of them 
are inaccurate and evidently give the wrong page numbers. I will have to 
refer the information received from the Minister back to him to ask him 
for some clarification before I can pr'esent the honourable member with 
a final answer. 

Mr Withnall: Don't wprry. They are not audited. 

2063 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr TAMBLING: I would like to provide information relating to a question 
asked of me yesterday by the honourable member for Port Darwin. The 
question related to a certain company R,J. Bennell Constructions Pty. 
Ltd, and its arrangements with the Northern Territory Housing 
Commission. There were a number of issues raised in the honourable 
menber's question The Housing Commission has advised that R,J. Bennell 
Constructions Pty Ltd is in financial difficulties and that Shepherd and 
Partners accountants of Darwin are acting as unofficial managers. With 
relation to the question about the registration o.f a foreign company, 
thecompany R.J. Bennell Constructions Pty Ltd by signing a contract 
wi th the Commission was in breach of the Companies Ordinance by not 
registering as a foreign company in the Northern Terri tory .In relation 
to capital, as at 30 June 1975 - which I gather must be about the date 
in which the terms for the original contract were arranged the 
authorised capital of R.J. Bennell ConstructiOnS Pty Ltd was $10,000 
with issued capital fully paid amounting to $2. A further question 
related to whether a company by the name of Artifax Pty Ltd was about to 
receive a further contract. The Commission has no. dealings with a 
company called Artifax Pty Ltd. However, a company known as Artifacts 
Pty Ltd has tendered for commission contracts but is not about to 
receive a contract from the Housing Commission. It is not known what the 
authorised issued or paid-up capital of Artifacts Pty Ltd is due to the 
fact that this information is only required when a contract offer or 
acceptance is to be made. The final question was whether I would have 
any proposed contracts suspended pending an inves tigation. The Housing 
Commission will ,not enter into contractural arrangements with either 
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Artifacts Pty Ltd or Artifax Pty Ltd pending an investigation into these 
COllPanies and their personnel. 

2064 AR)WER TO QUESTION 

Mr PERRDN: The honourable member for Casuarina asked if a contract had 
been let for the undergrounding of electricity in Tiwi and, if so, who 
had rece:l. ved the contract and when it would be completed. The contract 
has not been let for undergrounding of electricity in Tiwi. A decision 
to award a contract for either underground or overhead reticulation of 
the electrid. ty supply is expected to be taken about the end of this 
month. 
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2067 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Is it a fact that Berkeleys relinquished the Darwin school 
enance contract for 1977 because it underestimated the job 
warded the contract when tenders were called a second time 
they were not the lowest tenderer? 

ground maint
and were re
even though 

The answer to the question is yes. Berkeley Cleaning Company withdrew 
from their original contract for school ground maintenance for 1977-78. 
Tenders were recalled and Berkeley Cleaning Company, with the approval 
of the permanent head of the Department of Education, were re-awarded 
the contract. 

2068 Mr MANUELL to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Is it the intention of the Department of Primary Industry to have an 
inspection of the upgraded Alice Springs Abattoirs upon the completion 
of the current works? If it is satisfied with the inspections, is ft the 
intention of the,department to grant that abattoirs an export licence 
and, if so, to what standard. If it is 'granted an export licence to US 
standards. is it intended that the Alice Springs Abattoirs will be 
permitted to participate in the current US beef quota? 

If the Alice Springs Abattoirs proprietors apply for an export licence, 
officers of the Department of Primary Industry would certainly inspect 
the premises and officers of the United States Government would also 
inspect the premises. I understand that there is only one standard of 
export licence at the,moment and that is the standard which satisfies 
United States Government requirements. As to whether they can 
participate in a quota, I understand that the company has applied to the 
Meat Board for a special quota in respect of the Alice Springs 
Abattoirs. This matter has not been finalised to any degree. There is 
considerable conjecture whether the company does have ways and means 
within its own structure to be able to allocate some of its meat towards 
the United States market. However, I do believe there is a substantive 
case for the granting of some special quota to the Alice Springs 
Abattoirs for the United States market. I have conveyed those sentiments 
to the Chairman of the Meat Board as recently as today. 

2069 Mr KENTISH to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

Is he aware of the value of the used railway line to the pastoral 
industry for yard and fence. building? Is he also aware the Railways have 
sold all the used rail in the Top End for export? What representations 
has he made or can he make' to ensure that this valuable commodity is 
available to the pastoral industry? 

I have received some representations expressing concern that much of the 
used railway line, which is of considerable value to the pastoral 
industry for fence building' and yards and grids, has been sold for 
export and that there is very little left for use in the Top End. I 
understand there is a considerable quantity of unused railway line in a 
stockpile here in the Darwin area and no doubt in other places along the 
railway. I have made representations to the Commissioner of Railways 
that, if this rail is of no use to them, some consideration should be 
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given to allowing pastoral interests to have first chop of the cake 
before they dispose-of it by export. 

2070 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Could he advise if it is a fact that, if the Nightcliff Fire Station is 
closed, the areas of Nightcliff and Ludmilla North will be more than 3 
miles by road from the nearest fire station and this distance is outside 
the guidelines laid down for urban fire control. 

I believe that the areas referred to will be within 3 miles, I will 
check the matter and advise if that is a fact. However, if they are 
slightly outside of the 3 miles limit, I doubt whether this will change 
my intention not to have the Nightcliff Fire Station rebuilt. I might 
add that the fire station has not worked since the cyclone and 
everything seems to be operating satisfactorily. I have nad no 
representations from the residents of either Nightcliff or Ludmilla nor 
have I ever had any representations from the honourable member for 
Nightcliff so I would assume she has not had' any complaints about the 
lack of a fire station. 

2071 ,Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Does the Department of Education promote sex education in schools? if 
so. is the subject compulsory and are the teachers involved qualified in 
this field? 

The Department of Education does promote sex education in schools. 
However, such subjects are not complusory for students. The, department 
holds in-service training inconjunction with the Family Planning 
Association for teachers involved in sex educatioIt. 

2072 Mr MANUELL to Mr PERRON 

Is he aware that there have been some recommendations made by the 
Minister for Education or his department that existing plans for the 
upgrading of the Ross Park Primary SchooJ be shelved? Is he aware that 
there is a recommendation in the plans to establish a Sadadeen Primary 
School? Is he aware that the basic criterion for the decision appears to 
be cost and is he aware that, if adopted, this will still leave students 
at the RossPark Primary School without adequate library and other 
facilities considered essential by parents and teacher bodies? Finally, 
has the proposition been discussed with the parent teacher body at that 
school and, if so, what was their reaction? 

Mr SPEAKER: I will allow' this question but I do request that lengthy 
questions be. placed on notice. 

Mr PERRON: I do not have details of the matters the honourable member 
has raised. However, I will undertake to investigate, the matter and 
report to the honourable member during this sittings. 

2073 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING 

I refer to the City Corporation's policy of sidewalk beautification in 
some suburbs. What does the council propose to do to the footpaths that 
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ANSWER 

are not planted with lawn because the 
Are there any special arrangements 
co-operate? 

residents refuse to co-operate? 
for those people who do not 

This is a policy matter for the Darwin City Corporation. I will -seek the 
information and make it available to him. 

2074 Mr WITHNALL to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

What plans has the Darwin Reconstruction Commission for the 5 wrecked 
houses in Packard Street which have been an eyesore since the cyclone 
and with respect to which no reconstruction work has been performed? 

The Darwin Reconstruction Commission has details of all of the 
substandard housing owned by the Government in the Darwin area and has 
categorised that housing into various groups,' Much of the work is to be 
undertaken in the 1977-78 financial year. I will seek the specific 
information with regard to the 5 houses in Packard Street and make it 
available to the honourable member. 

2075 Mr DONDAS to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

How much finance does the Regional Council for Social Development 
require to operate their Darwin organisation satisfactorily for the 
period 1 July 1977 to 1 October 1977? 

I have already had discussions with officers of the regional council in 
Darwin and they have intimated that they will be seeking $14,000 for' 
July, August, September in this coming.financial year. I have every 
reason to assume that they will get the money and, if there is any 
further information required by the member relating to this finance, I 
will be only too Pleased to supply it. 

2076 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Can he adivse as to the status and future of Carpentaria College? 

The honourable member asked this question last week. The Department of 
Education informed me that the matter rests with the church concerned 
and the Department of Northern Territory. I have yet to pursue the -
matter,with those bodies. -

2077 Mr WITHNALL to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Has the Reconstruction Commission approved of the erection of 3 
silo-type structures on land overlooking Kahlin Bay? 

As one of the residents in the p~operties immediately below the silos, I 
am very well aware that they have appeared in the area adjacent to the 
Darwin Hospital. In fact, one of my neighbours at first thought the 
Darwin Hospital had extended its boundaries for its boiler room 
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operation. However, I will find out what Building Board permits have 
been issued. I am sure that the owner of the property, a local Darwin 
architect, will be well aware of the requirements to obtain building 
permits. 

2078 Mr STEELE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Is he aware that visitors to Australia disembarking through the inter
national terminal at Darwin Airport are not afforded the use o'f a 
luggage carrier or any other conveyance to move their luggage from the 
customs area to the car park? If this is correct, would he advise the 
Department of Transport that a suitable conveyance for the carriage of 
luggage is not just desirable but essential? 

I will speak to the Department of Transport officials at the airport to 
see if anything can be done. 

2079 Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREWS 

ANSWER 

I refer to an article in the NT News of Wednesday 8 June relating to the 
acquittal of constable James Anthony Ryan. Mr Ryan has been under 
suspension from January and, following his acquittal, he is entitled to 
arrears of pay for those 5 months. Will she advise his present status 
within the Northern Territory Police Force and whether he is entitled to 
superannuation rights if he is not to continue in that force. 

I understand that this particular officer's suspension is being lifted 
and that the salary to which he was entitled during the period when/he 
was under suspension is to be paid as soon as possible. The officer has 
applied to be retired on' medical grounds and his rights for 
superannuation will be the same as anybody else who would be entitled to 
superannuation under such circumstances. 

2080 Mr KENTISH to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

In a news report today I heard a remark attributed to Mr Justice Kirby 
that it had been accepted that Australia would be a multi-cultural, 
multi-lingual society. Considering the context of his remarks, I 
presume that it would also be offica11y multi-lingual and have more than 
one law structure. Can he inform me whether this is the present policy 
of the coalition party in Canberra and how long have they had this 
policy? 

I see no conflict between a statement that a country will be 
multi-lingual and multi-cultural yet in fact still remain one nation. I 
think that the United States and a number of other countries and 
federations in the world give evidence of that. 

I do not see the reference under the act for the Law Reform Commission 
to investigate the place of Aboriginal law in the Australian legal code 
as bei.ng in any sense a direction to that eminent body to establish such 
a place •. It is their job to investigate the matter. I sincerely hope 
that, while there may be some spe~ia1 situations which ~ay require 
special treatment of Aboriginal people, we will still have one legal 
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code for all Australians and I believe that is the policy of the 
coalition party. 

2081 Mr .STEELE to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

I refer to recent media reports that indicate that there is a move to 
again provide a market place for local growers. Will the market be 
funded by the new Northern Territory government? Will the City 
Corporation fund the proposed market? Will the market be funded by 
non-ratepayers? Will he make a statement about these proposals so that 
tax and ratepayers will know what their liability is likely to be? 

There is a move to establish in Darwin a farmer's market. The member for 
Ludmilla should know from statements I have made here and statements by 
the Mayor that it is not envisaged that funding for the market will come 
from the Northern Territory .government. Funds for the establishment of 
the market will come from the municipality which derives its funds from 
the taxpayers. My understanding is that those who use the market will be 
required to contribute towards its operating costs and one would hope 
that the market would be successful enough to at least break even in its 
operation. If it does not, the ratepayers may have to assist in 
financing it. 

2082 Mr DONDAS to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

Is it true that the manufacture of the "Darwin Stubby" by local brewery 
is to be discontinued? . 

It is not true. There is no doubt that the continued production of the 
item known as the "Darwin Stubby" was certainly under threat earlier 
this year. The Australian Standards Association, a body made up of 
industry and government officials, met to set standards relating to the 
volume of packages that were being produced in this country and the 
volume of the "Darwin Stubby" was not included in this schedule of 
sizes. At a conference in Melbourne las.t week, an officer of my depart
ment presented a case on bahalf of the Northern ·Territory and Northern 
Territory Brewers pointing out that the "Darwin Stubby" was a very 
important tourist gimmick to the north and one which we feel should be 
maintained. By all accounts, we have won the case. The Standards Assoc
iation has accepted in principle the fact that the production of the 
stUbby by glass manufacturers should continue till 1987 at least or 

. until the dies wear out whichever comes first. 

2083 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Can he advise if and when demountable hOUSing units become available 
through the Department of Northern Territory they will be offered to the 
Housing Commission as interim accommodation for needy families or can he 
advise whether any such policy decision is under condsideration or has 
been made? 

The Northern Territory Housing Commission already has a considerable 
stock of demountable units which are owned by the Australian Government 
and they have been using these units for the provision of accommodation 
to needy people ever since they have been available. The Department of 
the Northern Territory is also conducting a major review of the disposal 
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or relocation of demountable units and other caravan units as a result 
of the reconstruction program in Darwin. I am aware that further units 
are being considered for relocation and transfer to the Housing 
Commission for use in a special village which may possibly be sited on 
the site of the existing Tracy Workers' Village at Wanguri and that 
quite a considerable amount of money has already been expended in 
investigation of those future developments. I have certainly supported 
the case of the Housing Commission to ~ontinue in this type of role. 

2084 Mr KENTISH to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

When will the instant school which sprang UI- at Berry Springs last week 
be in operation? 

I cannot advise when the Berry Springs School will be in operation. I 
noted a hint of glee in his voice that the Department has now got around 
to producing instant schools. 

2085 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Is he able to provide any information regarding ,the fate of the Nakara 
Primary School? 

The honourable member has asked me a number of questions in the past 
relating to the future of the Nakara Primary School. The Department is 
currently using the Nakara Primary School for a pre-school, for sections 
of the Curriculum Development Section and also for media and migrant 
education activities. in 1978, the school will continue to be used for 
the same purposes but there will be an extension of activities to take 
the pre-school activities up to year 3 for 1978 • 

. 2086 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

I refer to a small article in the Northern Territory News of Wednesday 8 
June 1977 where it was advis ed on page 3 that t enders for Dripstone High 
School have been called and will close on January 26 • However, the 
Department of Construction today would hot confirm when the contract 
would be let for the school or whether one would be let at all. Having 
regard to certain statements made in this House in response to questions 
by the honourable members for Jingili, Casuarina and Sanderson 
concerning the likelihood of Dripstone High going ahead, could the 
member give us ,some assurance that it is still departmental policy for 
Dripstone High School contract to be let as soon as possible and 
practicable. 

I know little more than other members about the contract for the 
Dripstone High School. I hav'e only been able to pick up what has 
appeared in the press. The minister and the department have made no 
attempts to keep me fully informed on the matter. However, I will make 
inquiries and advise the honourable member later. 
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2087 Mr BALLAN'lYNE to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

Have there been any recent changes to the permit system for Nhulunbuy 
residents travelling from Gove to Katherine? I have just heard that 
there will be a holdup of some 2 to 3 months'. If there is a hold up, was 
this caused by the recent legislation'presented to this Legislative 
Assembly in March? 

There is no reason at all why any legislation introduced into this 
Assembly and not yet passed, and still I believe a considerable way from 
being passed, should have any influence whatever on the existing system 
under the exis ting law. I would ask the honourable member to place the 
rest of the question on notice. 
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2088 Hr VALE to Hr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Can he advise has a contractbeen let for repair and maintenance' work 
to Yirara College, what does the work entail and how much is it expected 
to cost? 

There were 2 items programed for 1976 77 for repairs anQ maintenance to 
Yirara College. Retiling of ~he kitchen floor was completed in January 
1977 ata cost of $12,500. There were insufficient funds to enable 
repairs to domitory doorways, doors, window frames, ceiling panels and 
light switches to be carried out in, the 1976 77 financial year. This 
contract will belet at a cost of some $23,300 next financial year. 

2089 Hr DONDAS to Hr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Can he give me any indication as to whether or not the new Berrimah jail 
will go ahead in the foreseeable future? 

This i~ a bit like 40 years later. I understand that tomorrow the 
tenders will be called for the new jail at Berrimah. 

2090 Hrs LAWRIE to Hr PERRON 

ANSWER 

What accommodation is .,offered to single teachers by the CTS when they 
are being recruited for service in the Northern Territory? 

I do not have specific details of the offer that is made to teachers 
joining the Commonwealth Teaching Service. However, I will obtain the 
informatiDn in some detail and supply it to her at the next sittings. 

2091 Hrs LAWRIE to Hr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Could he also advise the basic rates of salary for single teachers in 
the various bands and length' of service? 

I will undertake to have that information supplied by tomorrow. 

2092 Hr DONDAS to Hiss ANDREW 

ANSWER 

It has come to my notice that a student marijuana selling ring may be 
operating at the Alawa Primary School. Would the Cabinet Member 
undertake to have this matter investigated? 

I will. 

2093 Mr BALLAN1YNE to Hr POLLOCK 

Has any advice been received 'of a grant made for research into the 
barramundi fishery? 
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ANSWER 

The Fishing Industry Research Trust Account has made a grant of $90,300 
to . be spent during the 1977-78 financial year by the CSIRO in 
co-operation with the Department of Northern Territory and the fishery 
section of the Queensland Government for research into 'the barramundi 
fishery. 

2094 Mr VALE to Miss ANDREW 

ANSWER 

This question is asked on behalf of the honourable member for 
MacDonnell. Can she advise when the Hermannsburg Police Station, which 
was opened 6 months ago, will be provided with a standard fingerprint 
plaque slab and when will work be completed to allow the permanent 
officers app,ointed to the station to take up resicie~ce? 

The fingerprint pad has already been sent from the Darwin police stores 
and I am advised by the. Department of Construction that the facilities 
at Hermannsburg Police Station will be completed by the end of August. 
Delays have been experienced in obtaining interested tenderers. 

2095 Mr BALLANl'YNE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

I refer to the recent TDT on uranium. During the program, the reporter 
was standing at the end of the Arnhem Highway. He said that the Arnhem 
Highway was intended to go to Gove but was not finished because of pr~s
sure from the Aboriginal people. Could he elaborate on that? 

I did in fact watch the particular program mentioned by the Honourable 
Member for'Nhulunbuy and was astounded when the announcer stood at the 
end of the highway and said that this road.was intended to go through to 
Gove but, because of Aboriginal pressure the road was stopped at Jabiru. 
I was so annoyed about this sort of information being broadcast 
Australi~wide that I got onto the telephone and, after a quarter of an 
hour. managed to get hold 0 f the bloke who was directing the show. I can 
assure you that, after about 10 minutes, he definitely had the right 
information about that road. The road was never intended to go to Gove; 
it was intended to go to Jabiru. 

2096 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

How many employees are engaged in the operation of powerhouses in the 
Northern Territory? Are all employees union members and, if so, of what 
unions are they memeIS? 

There are 4 manned powerhouses in the Northern Territory which. are oper
ated by the Electrical Supply Division. There is one in Darwin with 81 
employees, Katherine has 24, Tennant Creek has 11 and Alice Springs has 
30. All the employees in the powerhouses are union members. The 
Electrical Trades Union covers' the electrical fitters and switch oper
ators, the Amalgamated Metal Workers and Shipwrights Union covers 
boilermakers, welders, fitters and turners, sheet metal workers and 
trade assistants, the Transport Workers Union covers truck drivers and 
crane 'drivers and the Federated Miscellaneous Workers Union covers 
riggeIS, painters, brick layers and labourers. 
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2097 Mr TUNGUTALUM to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

Where does the Northern Land Council get its funds to have the Land 
Rights News printed? 

I refer to the May issue of the Land Rights News, which I happen to have 
with me which states that Land Rights News is published with the 
assistance of a grant from the Aboriginal Arts Board of the Australia 
Council and this assistance is gratefully acknowledged. I do not know 
whether that is where the full funding of the publication comes from but 
certainly some money comes from that source, 

2098 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

How many new government houses are waiting for 
electrici ty? 

connection of 

The information that I have on the electrical connections does not 
distinguished between government houses and government installations 
generally. The gover,nment list includes electrical connections for 
things like bus stops, telephone booths etc. As at Tuesday 7 June, there 
were 122 government installations awaiting connection, 32 Housing 
Commission houses and 67 private applications for connection. The 
waiting time at the moment for private connections is approximately 2 
weeks and the backlog which was caused by the ban on connections has now 
been caught up and new connections are being made at the rate of over 
100 per week. The Electrical Supply Division feel they are operating in 
a more normal capacity now than 'they have been for a long time. 

2099 Mr VALE to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

At what stage is the planning for the proposed recreation lake in Alice 
Springs? 

I am unable to' answer the honourable member's question. I ask that it be 
placed on notice. 

2100 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING 

What stage has) the transfer of the core unit at Tracy Village to the 
Corporation of the City of Darwin reached? 

ANSWER· 

The area of Tracy Village has been under a defence reserve title for 
some time and, whilst the Village was initially put there in 1975, the 
issues surrounding the future use still have to be resolved, The Darwin 
Reconstruction Commission has put forward a number of proposals to 
divide the area generally into 3 sections, the centre of which would 
come under the care and custody of the City Corporation and an area of 
the southern boundary of the lease would be transferred to the Housing 
ColllIllission for'the establishment of a mobile: :,ome camp. I am not aware 
what stage these negotiations have reached. However I will seek the 
information, 



QUESTIONS WITHOUT NUrlCE - Wednesday 15 June 1977 

2101 Mr MANU ELL to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Has he.been advised by the Federal Minister for Posts and Telegraphs 
whether there has been a revised date on the planned opening for .the new 
Alice Springs Post Office and, if so, what is the date? 

:i have not been advised of any proposed change in the date nor when the 
opening will take place. If the honourable member wishes, I will seek 
that information. 

2102 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

When will an adequate system of street lighting he restroed to the. Rapid 
Creek area? 

The repair and upgrading of street lighting in Darwin generally, includ
ing Rapid Creek, will be done in conjunction with the rehabilitation of 
the total electrical distribution system. The Rapid Creek area is 
currently planned for upgrading by October 1978 at the same time as the 
Millner and Nightcliff areas. The upgrading of major arterial roads and 
intersections is currently planned for completion by December 1977. 

2103 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr RYAN:· I wish to answer a question asked by the honourable member for 
Stuart last week concerning the Rural Roads Conference. The conference 
is scheduled ·for Tennant Creek in the last week in September or the 
first week in October. The actual date will depend on when the budget is 
brought down in the House of Representatives because it is felt that any 
discussions relating to road construction in the Northern Territory 
should take place after the budget has been brought down when we will 
know exactly how much money will be available. 

2104 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr TAMBLING: The honourable menber for Port Darwin asked about the 
rebuilding of 5 government homes in Packard Street. I am advised by the 
Darwin Reconstruction Commission that the houses in question are being 
appraised for inclusion in the 1977-78 rebuilding program. A decision on 
the economic viabili ty of the existing structures will determine whether 
the houses are rebuilt or demolished to ground level so that new homes 
may be built of the sites involved. 

2105 ANSWER TO QUESTION 
I 

Mr TAMBLING: The honourable member for Port Darwin asked a question 
about the construction of a home in Kahlin utilising 3 silos from Rum 
Jungle. He asked whether this had Building Board approval. The answer 
is no. The building section has not granted approval for the structure 
and is awaiting the production of appropriate drawings concerning the 
erection of this home. A stop work notice relating to this building has 
been issued. 
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2106 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mt TAMBLING: The honourable member for Ludmilla asked a question 
relating to the Darwin City Corporation's policies on the establishment 
of lawns on nature strips. I am advised that the City Corporation is 
hoping for full resident co-operation. However, they are giving 
consideration to by-laws or legislative amendment that may be necessary 
to help them enforce responsibility for maintenance. I would certainly 
encourage them to look carefully at the Western Australian situa~ion 
where lawns are registered and a rebate of rates is subsequently made 
where this type of activity is carried out. 

2107 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr TAMBLING: The honourable member for Casuarina asked a number of 
questions relating to the Northern Territory Housing Commission's 
reconstruction program in the Northern Territory generally and preferred 
specifically to new houses. It ,is difficult to give specific details of 
new houses because, in Darwin at the moment, if is hard to define what 
is a new house and what is a rebuilt house. For example, if you 
classified new homes as being those built off existing slabs and houses 
and flats restored and upgraded since the cyclone, then the figure would 
be of the order of 174 housing units in Darwin. However, if you included 
the built or restored housing up to the end of May, the figure is 
significantly different. For example, rebuilt or new homes in Darwin are 
390, restored houses 230, restored flats 190, a total of 810. It is also 
estimated that an additional 450 houses and flats in Darwin will be 
restored or built between now and the end of December 1977. In Alice 
Springs, I believe the figure is of the order of 20 new houses • 

. 2108 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr TAMBLING: The honourable member for Casuarina also asked questions 
relating to the length of waiting time to obtain tenancy of/properties. 
This is a difficult to assess and the only indication I can give is the 
period of time on the waiting list for people presently being allo-cated 
housing. You must take into account that, if more houses come off the 
production line, this wait could alter drastically. At the moment in 
Darwin, houses of 3 or 4 bedrooms are being allocated to applicants who 
have been waiting 1,9 months, people who are seeking 1 bedroom flats wait 
for a period of 17 months and people seeking 2 bedroom flats also wait 
17 months. In Alice Springs for a 3 or 4 bedroom house, the waiting time 
is 11 months and for flats with 1 bedroom, 2 months and for flats with 3 
bedrooms 3 months. 

2109 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

MrPERRON: The member for Nightcliff asked me what accommodation is 
offered to single teachers when they are recruited to the Northern 
Territory and what are the basic rates of pay for single teachers in the 
Northern Territory. I am advised that, in towns where accommodation is 
controlled by the Department of Northern Territory, single accommodation 
is generally in hostels or single quarters. In places other than those, 
single accommodation provided by the Department of Education for single 
teachers can vary from a 13 metre caravan to a 3 bedroom brick house, 
'depending upon location. 
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The basic rates of pay for single teachers in the Northern Territory 
are: for band I, there are 16 rates ranging from $10,159.00 to 
$15,334.00 per annum, and rates vary according to the years of training 
and the years of experience in the service; for band 2 teachers in 
primary schools, the rate is $15,729.00 and,in secondary schools, 
$18,778 per annum; and for band 4 teachers in primary schools, $20,820 
per annum. In addition to these basic rates of pay, we have various 
district allowances ranging from $310 per year to $2,040 per year and 
special teaching allowances which vary from $532 to $857 per annum. 
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2110 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Can he advise when $1.7m contract for the Head Street subdivision in 
Alice Springs will be let? 

I hope the Minister for Construction will make an announcement 
concerning this subdivision within the next 2 weeks. 

2111 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

This is a fol10W'-up question to one I asked some time ago relating to 
instructions to wildlife rangers not to shoot feral buffalo, 
particularly in the Cannon Hill area. This was causIng some distress and 
disturbances. Can he advise if this instruction has been waived and, if 
so, when? 

I did obtain' some information at the time that the honourable member 
asked me that question and I regret that I did not pass it on to her. 
The Director General informed me that no such instructions was in fact 
in operation. Certainly, such a blanket instruction not to reduce feral 
animals would be against my wishes as the Executive member responsible 
for this ·area, I will make a further check in the light of the 
honourable member's question and make sure that my policies are being 
pursued by those who issue directives to field officers. 

2112 Mr MANUELL to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

I ask this question on behalf of the honourable member for E1sey. Is any 
effort being made to ship live cattle from the Gulf area of the North.ern 
Territory? ) 

As far as I am personally aware, there are no specific efforts being 
made to transport live cattle from the Gulf of Carpenteria. I know that. 
it is a matter that has been looked at by a number of people from time 
to time but I do not know of any firm proposition to undertake such a 
venture. If anyone wants to export live cattle from the Gulf and it is 
feasible, I will do all I can to assist them, 

2113 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Can he advise when the badly potholed and washed out 
Stuart Highway approximately 30-35 miles south of Barrow 
repaired? 

section of the 
Creek will be 

A contract should be let within the next week for resealing that 
section, 

21 '.4 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TUXWORTH 

Can he give an indication when' will the report of the inquiry into the 
LOl.tery and Gaming Ordinance be presented to this House? 
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ANSWER 

I hope that the report will be tabled at the next sittings. 

2115 Mr VALE to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Can he advise when will a fence be constructed around tae Tea Tree 
School in Central Aus tralia? 

I have been seeking information over the last couple of days but as yet 
I am unable to give an answer to that question. 

2116 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

, 

Can he yet advise me what accommodation is offered to single teachers 
when they are being recruited by the Commonwealth Teaching Service in 
Canberra? 

I am advised that, when teachers are recruited for the Northern 
Territory, they are interviewed in various places, most often in a 
Commorwealth office in each state where various Commonwealth employees 
are interviewed for Commonwealth jobs. At these interviews, they are 
normally given some very thorough details of the accommodation which 
exists in various areas in the Northern Territory and the cost and 
availability of that accommodation. I spoke this morning to one of the 
officers of the Department of Education who goes south occasionally to 
interview ttachers for the Northern Territory and he went into great 
detail how ;''" explains to teachers coming ~o the Northern Territory what 
the situation is regarding accommodation in both outback schools and 
urban areas. As part of his job, he keeps up to date with the current 
accommodation situation in each place. He also advised me that perhaps 
50% of the teachers who come to the Northern Territory have spent some 
short time in the Northern Territory during their teaching training. 
They come to the Territory for a period of weeks quite often and spend 
some time in an out-station or in some other school and they stay in the 
normalaccommodation which is available, For single teachers, this is 
most often hostel accommodation. However, in some cases, there issshared 
house accommodation and, in outback areas, caravans and demountables. I 
will supply to the honourable member a booklet which is provided to all 
teachers who are coming to the Northern Territory when they are 
recruited which explains to them accommodation availability and 
conditions in the Northern Territory. Every teacher gets one of these 
and should be informed as to the position before he comes to the 
Northern Territory. 

2117 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS 

In the event that an Aboriginal who desires to make a claim for 
traditional land is dissatisfied with the service available through the 
Central Land Council will the Commonwealth Government meet the 
reasonable expenses of any other person whom they may choose to 
represent him before the Land Commissioner? 
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ANSWER 

As I undemtand the act, the land councils are given a specific respon
sibility in relation to the presentation of claims and the registration 
of traditional owners who may be making a claim. This is specifically 
their job and they have the' task of preparing claims and making 
representations on behalf of traditional. owners and of getting legal 
advice for this purpose. I understand it is also the policy of the 
Minister for the Department of Aboriginal Affairs to use the land 
councils virtually in evety case. 

I understand the point of the question and I have considerable sympathy 
with his point of view that should an Aboriginal or gro~p of traditional 
owners wish to proceed outside the Land Councils, to be consistent with 
the policy of self determination which the Government now applies to 
Aboriginal people, they should have the right to do so. I do not know 
whether this would be permitted and whether the funding would be 
provided to support such action but I will endeavour to find out the 
answer to the q ues tion, 

2118 Mr TUNGATULUM to Dr LETTS 

ANSWER 

How many Aboriginal groups have requested the Minister for Aboriginal 
Affairs to approve an application to set up a local land council? 

As far as I am aware, there is one group which has put in a formal 
written application and it has reinforced its application on several 
occasions. I refer to the group of Tiwi councils representing Bathurst 
Island, Garden Point and Snake Bay. There are at least 2 other areas 
which have expressed their wish to the Department and the Minister to 
m'ove in this dire'Ction and certain steps a re being taken in one case to 
examine the proposition of a separate land council. One group is the 
north east Arnhem Landers centred around Yirrkala and probably including 
as far west as Elcho on the one side and down as far as Numbulwar and 
Roper River to the south and possibly Groote Eylandt. ,This group has 
definitely expressed a wish to have a separate council; they expressed 
it personally to me on a recent visit. The other group is the 
Pi tj antj atara in Central Australia who occupies the south western corner 
in the Docker River and Aryonga area, They have joined forces with 
elements of their own tribe in Western Australia and South Australia. 
Meetings of Government officers from thol:!e 2 states, the Territory and 
the Department of Aboriginal Affairs have taken plac~ with the 
Aboriginals to examining the feasibility of forming a land council. 
Those are the 3 cases I know of. . 

2119 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

In the light of statements in recent days by the Western Australian and 
~ueensland Premiers concerning the territorial and economic fishing 
zones, what is the current situation concerning the proclamation of a 
200 mile fishing zone around the Australian coastal waters? 

This matter has been raised on a number of occasions in recent months in 
this ~ouse and I have advised the members of the situation. I have 
sought further information from the Department of Primary Industries in 
relation to the Australian Government attitude. I am advised that, at 
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the current sixth session of the United Nations Law of the Sea 
Conference, the Australian Government is actively s upportings the 
extensionnof the national fisheries jurisdiction to 200 miles. The 
Australian Government, in seeking the successful conclusion of a 
comprehensive and internationally agreed convention which will cover a 
wide range of interests other than fisheries, has not followed the 
exat!ple of a nUlli>er of other countries in the unilaterally declaring a 
200 mile fishing zone in advance of the current session of the 
conference. Australia, along with other South Pacific countries, in 
agreeing to wai t the outcome 0 f the current Law of the Seas Conference 
recognises that, if accep table progress towards an agreed convention 
does not eventuate, governments will need to consider unilateral 
extension of national fisheries jurisdiction. There is little doubt that 
Australia will declare a 200 mile fishery zone. However, the timing of 
such a declaration is of critical importance to Australia's relations 
with her near neighbours and to her standing generally in the 
international legal community. In preparation for an extension of 
fisheries jurisdiction, a working group has been established by the 
Australian Fisheries Council to examine management strategies and 
policies in relation to a zone of extended fisheries jurisdiction. This 
working group, which comprises Commonwealth and state government 
representatives and a fishing industry representatives in several states 
to discuss matters of direct interest to the Australian fishing industry 
such as increased Australian participation in the fishery zone. The 
working group is to report to the Australian Fishery Council later this 
year and a meeting will be held in Bundaberg. I hope to attend that. 

2120 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

I refer to the recent clean-up by the Darwin Reconstruction Commission. 
Is it a fact that the lessees of the properties that were cleaned up did 
in fact agree to pay the charges but now have not paid those charges? 

At a recent meeting of the Darwin Reconstruction Commission a paper was 
presented to the Commissioners concerning a number' of bad debts of 
people who have not met certain financial liabilities that have been 
incurred with regard to the demolition and clean up of properties. At 
the moment. there are 25 bad 'debtors still outstandi,ng with regard to 
this program and their individual liabili ties vary from approximately 
$100 to approximately $1,230. The total debt figure is at the order of 
$6,630. It is quite remarkable to .see some of the names on the list but 
that is a personal comment. I believe that Darwin Reconstruction 
Commission did a remarkable j ob in the clean-up, particularly prior to 
the last wet, in making safe a number of buildings. I would hope that 
further legal action can be taken against these outstanding debtors. 

2121 Mr MANUELL to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

With the proposed establishment of the Meat and Livestock Corporation, 
does he anticipate that there will be any special advantages that 
currently do not exist under the existing Meat Board arrangements for 
producers within the Northern Territory, 

I do believe that the establishment of the Meat and Livestock 
Corporation will provide the Northern Territory with some advantages 
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which it does not have at the moment. The menbership of the board will 
include 4 representatives of the Australian livestock producers who will 
be nominat~d by a producers consultative group. This will comprise 17 
menbers, who will be elected by producers in the various states and 
territories. The Northern Terri tory will have a representative on this 
producer group. Thus, we wi 11 have representation on the proposed 
corporation which we do not have at the moment in relation to the Meat 
Board, Also, the new corporation will have control over live export 
markets and the power to oversee these activities which does not happen 
at the moment. In the light of the growing export activities from the 
Top End and the encouragement that this sector of the market needs and 
the potential that it has if the new corporation can give support to the 
activities of those actively engaged in the export of live cattle from 
the Territory in a more organised manner, that will also be of 
considerable advantage to Northern Territory producers. 

2122 Mr ROBERTSON to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

Has an analaysis of domestic water supply at Areyonga been 
and, if so, what were the results of the last 3 tests so 
tests 

carried out 
far as those 

An analysis is normally carried out by the section that controls water 
reticulation in the Northern Territory, At the moment, this is being 
done by the Health Department on an agency basis. I will endeavour to 
get the information, 

2123 Mr VALE to Mr TUXWORlH 

ANSWER 

In view of the recent dog baiting in Alice Springs, what proposals are 
under consideration to combat this problem? 

The irresponsible baiting of dogs-in Alice Springs has been a community 
problem there for some 20 years, It is one that has been very difficult 
for the authorities to prevent. The honourable member for Stuart 
approached me on an earlier occasion asking that a moratorium be 
declared in Alice Springs for people who possess ~isons and ask them to 
bring any illegal poisons forward so that an opportunity may Qxist for 
police to remove any unnecessary poisons out of the public area and 
perhaps give them an opportunity to restrict the indiscriminate baiting 
that is going on. I have not had an opportunity to follow this 
throughbut I am most certainly in favour of the proposal, I will bring 
it before the Executive at an opportune time. 

2124 Hr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING 

Is he aware of a recent circular of the Administra·tive and Clerical 
Officers Association, dated 10 June 1977 which indicates mortgage re
payment scales for a house valued at $55,OOO? Just by way of 
information, the top of class 4 repayment is $143,000 a fortnight and 
the top of class 8 is $210, Would he make some representation to the 
Minister for the Northern' Territory to try to work out a solution 
because at that scale no one will buy any of them? 
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~SWER 

I am aware that, whenever it is necessary to have a 2 tiered interest 
structure with regard to repayment of mortgage, there has to be a 
cut-off point and from that point there will be differentials with 
regard to the actual amount of repayment. In both of the home sales 
schemes of the Northern Territory Housing Commission and the sale of 
Government homes, that cut-off point has been negotiated at a very high 
level of income. In fact, it is assessed in the Northern Territory at 
125% of the average weekly earnings, That at the moment is somewhere in 
the order of $14,000 per annum income. In the states, the arrangement 
for housing finance generally means that the low interest finance is 
restricted to people whose incomes are below 85% of the average weekly 
earnings and people above that level have to arrange their mortgage 
finance on the private market and of course this imposes a particular 
hardship because it would be even higher than the 9% charged in the 
higher incollE group here. I believe the schemes that we were able to 
influence and negotiate earlier this year have recognised the very 
unusual situation of the Northern Territory in that Government does in 
fact finance peop le wi th higher incomes. I can assure honourable members 
that the other ministers at the State Housing Minister~ Conference were 
very envious when they heard of the terms and conditions that we had 
been able' to arrange with the Commonwealth Government. However, I will 
continue to argue the case with the Commonwealth Government for a tiered 
interest system rather than 2 interests; at the moment, it goes directly 
from the five and three quarter per cent or the 6% to the 9%. I 
personally would like to see a system where, as income progresses, the 
interest structure also goes up progressively but not as harshly as the 
present agreement. However, it is certainly an advantage that, in the 
Northern Territory, people above an income of $14,000 do receive 
government assistance with regard to their mortgages. 

2125 Mr TUNGUTALUM to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Will he investigate the serious litter problem in the Howard Springs and 
Humpty Doo areas and ensure that prosecutions are made against 
offenders? 

The problems associated with litter in these rural areas have been 
brought to my attention. I am particularly mindful of the problem that 
exists on the Arnhem Highway, It would probably be very difficult to 
catch a guy actually throwing a can out the window. However, I will 
bring the honourable menDer's concern to the appropriate authorities in 
my department and the Department of Law. 

2126 Mr MANUELL to Mr POLLOCK 

ANSWER 

What is the level of investment made by the new owners of the Alice 
Springs Abattoirs since its date of purchase? Is it anticipated that the 
abattoirs, with its present level of investment cost will be a viable 
proposition without participation in the U.S. export beef quota? 

To provide 
question to 
dollars have 
project with 

a detai~ed answer to that question, I would requi're the 
be placed on notice. I do understand that millions of 
been invested there. The investors have gone into the 
ope..~ eyes and with no guarantee that an export quota would 
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be allocated to them. If a eruota is allocated to them. It will entrance 
the viabili ty of that operation and its viabili ty is important/ to the 
industry in Alice Springs for the domestic kill, for export and for the 
removal of stock from the area which is seriously overstocked at this 
stage. 

2127 Mr VALE to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

When will lawns and gardens be planted around Tea Tree School? Will the 
road between the school and the teacher's residence be gravelled and 
drainage provided? 

I will seek the information. 

2128 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

Is he able to supply information on the future use of Essington House? 

The future use of Essington House has been a controversial matter and 
has been under consideration by the DaIWin Re cons truction Commission for 
some time, At the 1as t meeting of the Darwin Reconstruction Commission, 
plans were sub m:!. tted. on the future use of this facility and hCM it could 
be modified for community use. I do have a copy of those preliminary 
plans and I would be happy to make them available to honourable members 
and make their comments known to the commission. A preliminary estimate 
in the order of $200,000 has been put against this project. 

2129 Mr BALLANlYNE to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Does he have available the report on the Kormilda, Dhupuma and Yirara 
Colleges? If so, will he make it available to members of this Assembly? 

I have not received a copy of that report which I understood was in the 
final stages of preparation a couple of months ago. However, I will 
endeavour to obtain a copy from the Department of Education and advise 
the honourable member for Nhulunbuy, 

2130 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Can he yet advise whether a ministerial decision has been made to bu5.ld 
Dripstone High School? 

The honourable for Nightcliff has phrased her question in a particularly 
difficult way, As she mentioned earlier in these sittings when she asked 
me this question in different words, tenders for the Dripstone High 
School were closing on 26 June. However, I cannot find out any date as 
to when the actual construction is to commence. I can only presume that 
there has been a decision that the project will proceed otherwise there 
would not be much point in calling tenders. I believe that the Dripstone 
School will be built and I believe that the minister has made that dec
ision. However, I cannot advise her on the construction date. 
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2131 Mr DONDAS to Mr TUXWOR'lli 

ANSWER 

A statement in the NT News Spot On column indicated that Block ; 8 
cafeteria known as "Big Al's" is to reopen in September. Is this true? 

I admire the persistence of the honourable member in this matter. Un
fortunately, I cannot give an answer to that question. 

2132" Mr VALE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

Can he advise when a contract for the reconstruction of the Stuart High
way between Kekwick Avenue and Head Street in Alice Springs will be let? 

The section of the highway is actually between Kekwick Street and Mount 
Nancy. It is expected that the contract will be let within a week. 

2133 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

I refer to a question I asked last week about the beautification of the 
footpaths in some of the suburbs. Is he aware that the council. as part 
of this program, is providing leaseholders with a new concrete driveway? 
Included as a beneficiaty in this commendable move is the Department of 
the Northern Territory; will the council receive reilli>ursement for the 
concrete driveways? 

I ask that the question be placed on notice. 

2134 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

In recent times, we have not heard much about the HFT. Can he confirm 
that the ship is now on a good course? 

A similar question was asked last week by the honourable member for 
Nightcliff relating specifically to the $15,000 loan scheme. I have been 
advised that the Home Finance Trustee has recently been successful in 
obtaining additional borrowings so that applications under the tradit
ional $15,000 housing loan scheme can continue to be approved. From July 
1976, the trlEtee has approved 213 loans under this scheme with a total 
commitment value of $3,189m. Actual expenditure during this time by way 
of progress payments has totalled $2, 703m. That is a rather remarkable 
number of loans given that, in each of the 3 previous 
financial years, the trustee under that scheme approved less than 100 
loans in each year. The trustee has entered into negotiations for long
term borrowings to service the 1977 ... 78 programme but actual details of 
these borrowings are not yet available. The 1977 loan applications on 
hand at this time are all awaiting further documentation to be provided 
by the individual applicants. Each applicant has been advised of the 
remaining requirements and that the applications cannot proceed to the 
approval stage until this information is received. 

For the information of honourable meD'bers, the current position with 
regard to the 6% concessional home loan scheme is that, from July 1976 
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to date, the Hom'e Finance Trus tee has ap.proved 481 loans with a to'ta1 , 
commitment value of $14,985111, The value of progress payments paid since 
the inception of the scheme is $25,636in. There are at present 549 loan 
application on hand that all require addi tiona1 information from the 
,applicants before they can I be approved.. Currently, 1:111 progr~ss payments 
against approved loans are, being met on demand. Any delays in payments 
are minimal and consistent with the checking and inspection processes. 

2135 Mr STEELE and Mr TAMBLING 
"- I 

I refer to a document that was placed on my desk this morning which says 
'---that funds haye been commissioned by Grant tamblirig, the Mayor; Marshal!. 

ANSWER 

Perron and Ian Tuxworth for a survey on leisure patterns. Can he provide 
us .witQ any information about these leisure patterns? 

This matter was canvased, b,y the honourable membe'i' for Nightc1iff in the 
adjournment .deoate last night. Some people seem to throw names around 
willy-nilly, As I mentioned in the adjournment debate last evening, an 
officer of the Darwin Reconstruction Commission has been give the 
opportunity to as;±st the Northern Territory Cabi~et Membe~s in certain 
areas and is looking at certain studies on our behalf, one of these 
relates to leisure, 

21)6 ~r VALE to Mr RYAN 

ANSWER 

It is my undemtanding from newspaper advertisements that tenders were 
called for recoIlS truction of the Stuart Highway in two sections" between 

'Kekwick Avenue and Head Street and Head .Street and Mount Nancy, Has the 
department in fact changed itS mind and these 2 sections late now to be 
let as one contract? 

I 
. I db not kn6w if the department has e:hariged its mind but the answer to 
,the ;question was that the contr~ct for the sealing 1)etween Kekwick 
,Avenue and Mount Nancy would be let. Perhaps, they are going i to le~ 2" 
. contracts together, ,I do not knOw, However, 1=hat waS the information 
that waS given to' me. 

2137 Mr DONDAS to MrTAMBLING 
/ 

. Are penalty rates of interest i-mposed on 
,instalments to the Home'- Finance Trustee? 
late, does thi~. ,also attract a penalty? 

ANS~IER 

late payments of ~onth1y 
and if ledger pcst~_ngs are 

/. 

The Home Finance Trustee may impose penaltY interest where payments are 
made after the due date, A representation was made to me yesterd~y with 
regard . to situation in which it was believed that someone had been 1\ 

charged penalty int~rest but had actually paid on or before the due ~. 
,date. Ihave been informed by officers for the Dep-artment of Northern 
Territory that, if any such situatiori, should arise, there would 
certainly be- a rebate .of any· interest p~nB.ity resulting from an 
administrative error. 
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2138 Mr VALE to Mr TUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

Can he advise when nursing sisters will commence duty at Tea Tree and 
take up residence there? 

I will"find out and' advise the member'later in the day. 

2139 Mr MANUELL to MrTUXWORTH 

ANSWER 

Was a st~tement made in the media yesterday by D,octor' Cut~er from Alice 
Springs, who ,is also presently an endors,ed candidate,for the ALP for the 
forthcoming Northern Territory elections? Did he make reference to the 
number of cases 6f venereal disease being experienced in Alice Springs 
,in other 'parts of the Northern Territory and suggested tpat the number 
of cases varied with the colour of the Federal Government in power at, 
the time? ' 

I am aware that Doctor Cutter did put out a report relating t,o' the 
health of 2 communities, PapunYlJand Utopia. In his report, he $uggested 
that every child under the age of 2 years spent its first 2 months in 
hospital and that every chil'd on the properties or settlements concerned 
was suffering from' some parasitic disease and that one third of the 
elderly, whoever they are, , were suffering from blindness and that there 
was a very strong case for the Central Aboriginal Congress to take over 
the admdnistration and provision of health services and care for 

• Aboriginals throughout the Northern Territory., 

In view of Doctor Cutter's political aspirations the statement was most 
timely because it does smack of opportunism which is an unfortunate 
thing. The continuing problem of Aboriginal\health throughout the North
ern Territory is one that is 'above politics. I do not believe that 
beca~se ~ particular government is in power that infant mortality or 
malnutrition goes up or down; it is a problem that has been with us for 
20 years and it is a problem we will spend the next 30 years combatting. 
We will have to do it as a total Northern Territory community 'and not as 
an individual group with political aspirations. In his reference to 
setting up an Aboriginal health serVice unit, he did not say whether' 
this was to replace existing health units on Aboriginal s'ervices. or 
whether he was suggesting that he should be made the head of the new 
adminisration surrounded by pe6ple of his choice. He also suggested that 
the provis:i.on of health services by Aboriginals would be j better 
service thim that provided by Europeans. F'rom my experience in this 
field, I find it hard to believe thatwe'would have sufficient numbers 
of qualified Aboriginals who could continue to extend to the Aboriginal 

'communities ,throughout,the Northern Territory the services they are 
now getting. 

2140 Mr MANUELL to Mr POLLOCK 

~I refer to his recent visi t to Canberra to' make representations to the 
Treasurer and the Minister for Minerals and Energy. Has he received any' 
word from'those departments about the establishment of the, oil refinery 
in Alice Sprinff? ' 

~ -; 
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ANSWER 

No, It is a matter which I intend to pursue so far as time allows. 

2141 Hr VALE to Mr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Has the Department of Education come back off holiday since Monday? When 
will a permanent· power sUpply be co~nected to various gove~ent 
buildings in Tea Tree? 

) 

/1 will ignore t;he first part of the honourable member's \ questi\>n. -Con
cerning the connection of services to Tea Tree School, I will have to 
press the Department a little further for this information. 

2142. Mr DONDAS to Hr PERRON 

ANSWER 

Has anY action been taken to ensure that owners 6f damaged properties in 
central Smith Street comply with building _covenants? 

This is a matter of some concern to quite a number of people. In the 
sec,tion of Smith Street,between Knuckey Street and Bennett Street, there 
are' nunber of blocks which are in a rather disgraceful state and, 
considering the length of time·.it has been sin.ce the cyclo~e, there 
seems to be very li ttle excuse. I have sought. information from the 

. Department as to whether it is doing its j ob in'" pOlicing . the· lease 
conditions for the blocks in the area. I referred in particular to 4 
bldcks.Lot 2310 in' Smith .Street is the site of the former Victo'ria 
Hotel and th,e Department advises .me that, after some action. was taken to 
prompt the owners into rebuilding, an application was made for extension 
of time and, as a result, the company has been allowed until 1 February 
1978 to' commencl! development and 12 months after that to complete 
.development, -In regard to Lot 2350·' in Smith Street, again after: some 
pr~mp-ting, the owners applied for ~n extension of time '·to comply with I 

covenants and they have been given until 31 January 1978 to commence and 
1,2 months after that to_complete •. The 2 lots side by side in Smith 2356 
and 2357 were not so much demolishedaf·ter the cyclone as never - having 
been developed after being sold at auction sev'eral ·y.ears ago. There was' 
an. application by the owners for further time to commence construction to 
meet covenants and they have been given u~ti1 1 July 1977 to commence. 
They have until. 1 January 1979 to complete the premises on thosebiocks. . \ 

214'3 MtDONDAS to Mr TUXWORni 

At what stage of development is the Casuarina Hospital? What is t,he 
, total, cost of the hospital? ',. 

ANSWER 

-Casuarina Hospital contract .A relates to th~e main ward block, Th~ top 
floor. slab was poured on May 19 and the lift-service tower has not yet 
been poured, Bricklaying, plas terin~ and the installation of mechanical 
duct-work and electrical units is now .in progress, Work is proceeding 

; satisfactorily ang it is expected the+- there .willbe a handover of this 
area in Septenber 1979. Contract C, which r~lates to the laundry and 
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services block, is sch~duled for completion on 15 December 1977 and this 
now has been set back to March 1978. Structural work on the services 
building is completed, the building work is 90% comPf-eted and machines 
are £urrently installed. In the laundry, \ structual work is completed, 
building work is 88% completed and th,e laU1}dry and equ:i,pment is placed 
in place. but services are not yet connected, In relation to the Nurses 
Training School and accommodation, the completion of, building 4 is \ 
expected in. August, for building 6 a certificate of practical completion 
has been issued in ~y and building 9 on the north side will be handed 
over for inspection within the next week. Building 9 on the south side 
has a 'certificate of completion issued in May. 

214,4 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Hr RYAN: The honourable meui>er for Alice Springs asked concerning the 
Central Australian Railway and the location of the terminal in Alice 
Springs. I have a copy of a telex which was sent ,by the Department of 
Transport. On the first question, it says: lithe review in'to the constru
ction standards and tosts of the Tarcoola Alice Springs Railway proj ect 
was completed last year. The review indicated a number of areas where 
cost could be reduced while still providing a reliable. all-weather 
railway to A1ice Springs. The Minister for Transport has directed that 
the recommendations of the review committee' be implemented by the 
Australian National Railway Commission." 

On the other question, the review committee recommended an I. D.C, comp
rising representatives of the ANR and Departments ot Transport'. Finance 
and Northern Territory report to the government on the least cost option 
for the rail terminal taking into account the overall town planning 
requirements of Alice'Springs. The terms of reference for this IDC are 
cu:,rmt1y being prepared, 

2145 ANSWER TO QUESTION , 

Hr TUJCI.l>RTH: Question 2006 fram the honourable member for Nightcliff 
asked,whether it is a fact that aerial spraying to combat mosquitoes and 
sandflies was carried out at NhuluDbuy. The answer is no-

2146 ANSWER TO. QUESTION 

Mr PERRON: The honourable member for A1ice Springs asked a question re 
lating to plans for the Ross Park School in A1ice Springs, He asked if I 
was aware that the Minister had made recommendations that plans for a 
major upgrading be shelved. He also brought to my attention, the fact 
that there seemed to be a ~umber of. facilities missing frdm the school 
and this would be detrimental to the education of the students there. I 
am advised that the Minister has approved an expenditure bn Ross ~ark 
School of some $400,000 for upgrading but, in actual fact. did shelve a 
proposal tlo virtually rebuild the school for something like $2,000,00'0. 
The $400,000 expenditure is for various improvements including a craft 
room and a librazy, The decision n9t to totally rebuild Ross Park was 
taken as it was felt that it wouid be better to carry on with the con
struction of a primazy schodl at S~dadeen as this would be a more'deS
irable option in,the long term. No doubt, c~'t 'also had some bearing on 
the decision, The honourable member mentioned insufficient -l:ibrary 
facilities. AsI have mentiorted. the $400,0'00 upgrading will include 
provision of ,a librazy amongs t other things, As to whether the Patents 
and Teachers Organisation was advised, I believe' they were. There was a 
discussion as recently as last ~eek, with education planners and the 
Parent Teacher Organisation, The latter body has submitted a' counter-
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plan to that produced by the Department of Education and that has larg
ely been adopted by the department in the expenditure of the $400,000. 

2147 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr TAMBLING: I would like to provide further information in answer to a 
question asked by the -honourable member for Port Darwin concerning the 
controversial home in-Kahlin to be constructed of silos, I did provide 
information yesterday that was given to me by the Darwin Reconstruction 
Commission which was in part incorrect. I believe that the owner 
submitted plans to the building section whereas I implied that they were 
still awaiting further plans. I am now further ~dvised that a letter is 
being sent to the owner informing him of the building in question will 
exceed the maximum height permitted in an R2 zone and an engineer's 
certificate should be supplied in relation to the footing and the 
structure itself and that certain room sizes and details of egress 
require amendment. 



llIDEX TO QUESTIONS 

7 June 1977 - 16 June 1977 

Aboriginal Benefits Trust Fund, audit 
(Withnall) 2027 

Aboriginal Colleges, report (Ballan
tyne) 2129 

Aborigines, land claims expenses 
(Withnall) 2117 
- local land councils (Tungutalum) 

2188 
Accommodation, single teachers 

(Lawrie) 2090' 
Alice Springs -

abattoirs (Manuell) 2010, 2068, 2126 
dog baiting (Vale) 2123 
burglary offences (Vale) 2038 
Head Street subdivision (Vale) 2110 
lake (Vale) 2099 
municipal council assistance (Rob-

ertson) 2023 
new post office (Manuell) 2101 
railway yards (Manuell) 2021 
refinery decision (Manuell) 2033, 

2140 
Areyonga water supply (Robertson) 2122 
Arnhem Highway, Gove extension (Ballan

tyne) 2095 
Art gallery, site (Ballantyne) 2058 
Barramundi research (Ball,antyne) 2093 

- Church leases (Tungutalum) 2049 
Bathurst and Melville Islands, land 

councils (Tungutalum) 2047 
Bennell Constructions (Withnall) 2014 
Berry Springs School (Ke~tish) 2084 
Berrimah jail (Dondas) 2089 
Block & cafeteria (Dondas) 2131 
Breathalyser (Steele), 1722 
Building & covenants (Dondas) 2124 
Buffalo meat, exports (Everingham) 2012 
Buffalo shooting, Cannon Hill (Lawrie) 

2111 
Cape Fourcray, dis'covery of body 

(Tungutalum) 2017 
Carpentaria College, rehabilitation 

(Lawrie) 2031, 2061, 2076 
Casuarina Fire Station, extinguishers 

(Dondas) 2052 
Casuarina Hospital (Dondas) 2143 
Ciguatera, research (Lawrie) 2007 
Clean-up, charges (Steele) 2120 
Consumer protection, Aboriginal needs 

(Tungutalum) 2053 
Covenants, time extensions (Dondas) 

2053 
Cuttler Dr (Manuell) 2139 
Daly Waters Hotel, electricity (Manu

ell) 2039 
Darwin, electricity supply (Dondas) 

1897 
Darwin High School, cleaning contract 

(Dondas) 2067 

"Darwin Stubby", manufacture (Dondas) 
2082 

Dripstone High School (Lawrie) 2086, 
2130 

Ess1ngton House (Dondas) 2128 
Fannie Bay prisoners, artifacts 

(Tungutalum) 2026 
Fingerprint slab, Hermannsburg (Vale) 

2094 
Fishing limits (Ballantyne) 2119 
Fox Report, copies (Vale) 2051 

- electricity connection (Dondas) 
2098 

Government housing -
likely surfeit (Lawrie) 2054 
purchase payments (Steele) 2124 

High School students, suspension 
(Lawrie) 1898 

Highway repairs, Barrow Creek (Vale) 
2113 

Home Finance Trustee -
$15,000 loan (lawrie) 2009; (Steele) 

2134 
penalty interest (Dondas) 2137 

Housing Commission -
damages, housing sales (Dondas) 2020 
house allocation (Dondas) 2050 
needy families (Lawrie) 2183 

Howard Springs -
litter problem (Tungutalum) 2125 
po~ce patrols (Tungutalum) 2042 
police station (Tungutalum) 2040 

Industrial land, freeze (Dondas) 2011 
Kahlin Bay, silo structures (Withna1l) 

2077 
Katherine -

accommodation for' outback students 
(Robertson) 2029 

detoxification site (Robertson) 2056 

Kirby, Mr'Justice (Kentish) 2080 
Land and Business Agents Ordinance, 

commencement (Everingham) 2018 
Land Rights News, funds (Tungutalum.) 

2097 
Leisure survey (Steele) 2135 
Live Cattle, export (Manuell) 2112 
Liquor licensing bill (Lawrie) 2016, 

2055 
Lottery and gaming, report (Dondas) 

2030; (Lawrie) 2114 
Luggage carrier, Darwin Airport 

(Steele) 2078 
Market, local produce (Steele) 2081 
Marijuana, Alawa Primary School 

(Dondas) 2092 
Matriculation exams, student numbers 

(Lawrie) 1899 



Meat and Livestock ~orporation 
(Manuell.) 2121 

Nakara ~imary School (Dondas) 2943, 
2085 

Nhulunbuy -
communications (Ballantyne) 2048 
permit system (Ballantyne) 2087 

Nightcliff Fire Station (Lawrie) 
2025, 2070 

N.T. electricity supply, report 
(Dondas) 2028 

N.T. mining legislation (Ballantyne) 
2015 

Papunya court, representation for 
Aboriginal boy (Robertson) 2045 

Packard Street, house reconstruction 
(Withnall) 2074 

Police, identification numbers 
(Lawrie) 2013 

Powerhouse, union membership (Dondas) 
2096 

Public land auctions (Everingham) 
2041 

Rapid Creek, lighting (Everingham) 
2102 

Railway, used line (Kentish) 2069 
Regional councils, financial arrange

ments (Everingham) 2022; (Dondas) 
2075 

Rent control report, policy (Withnall) 
2019 

Ross Park Primary School upgrading 
(Manuell) 2072 

Rural Road Conference, venue (Vale) 
2036 

Ryan Constable, suspension (Lawrie) 
2079 

Sex education (Ballantyne) 2071 
South Road, condition (Manuell) 2032 
Succession Duties ordinance, assent 

(Withnall) 2024 
Suburban sidewalk beautification 

(Steele) 2073, 2133 
Single teachers -

accommodation (Lawrie) 2090, 2116 
pay rates (Lawrie) 2091 

Stuart Highway, repairs (Vale) 2132, 
2136 

Tarcoola -
Alice Springs rail link (Manuell) 

2037 
electricity (Vale) 2141 

Tea Tree -
fence (Vale) 2115 
gardens (Vale) 2127 
nurses (Vale) 2138 

Tiwi underground electricity, 
contractor (Dondas) 2035 

Todd River, bridge (Manuell) 1896; 
(Vale) 2044 

Tourist promotion, Darwin 1978 
(Dondas) 2057 

Tracy Village (Dondas) 2100 
Trower Road, pedestrian crossing 

(Everingham) 2059 -
Vacant blocks, burn off (Dondas) 2060 
V.D, Arnhem electorate (Kentish) 2008 
Yirara College, repairs (Vale) 2088 


