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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY

WRITTEN QUESTION

Mrs Lambley to the Chief Minister:

Opposition Status

. Who determined the official opposition in August 2016? Who actually
made this decision? Was it the Chief Minister? Was it the Speaker? Was it
someone else?

. If it was the Speaker, then why could the Speaker determine the official
opposition in 2016 but claims she cannot determine the official opposition
now in 20197

. If it was the Chief Minister, please explain the process used by the Chief
Minister to determine the Official Opposition in 20167?

. If it was the Chief Minister, on what authority or advice did the Chief
Minister make this decision?

. Why is the Speaker now no longer willing or able to determine who is the
official NT Opposition?

. Does this mean that the Speaker will never, under any circumstances,
determine who the Opposition is, or just in certain circumstances?

. Under exactly what circumstances would the Speaker determine or decide
who the official NT Opposition is?

. Under exactly what circumstances would the Speaker not determine or
decide who the official NT Opposition is?

. Is this position taken by the Speaker not to decide who the official NT
Opposition is, supported or endorsed by the Chief Minister?

10.Who will determine the official opposition, if a political party numerically

greater in number than the current CLP Opposition forms within the term
of the 13th NT Parliament?

11.What process will be used to determine the official opposition, if a political

party numerically greater in number than the current CLP Opposition forms
within the term of the 13th NT Parliament?

12.Who will determine the Official Opposition in August 2020 if there are

multiple claims for Opposition status, and what will the process be?



13.Given that the NT Solicitor General has not provided advice on the
process to be used to decide the official NT Opposition, who will decide on
the exact process used?

14.Under exactly what circumstances would the NT Parliament, rather than
the Speaker, determine or decide who the official NT Opposition is?

15.1n the case of the NT Parliament determining who is to be the official NT
Opposition, would the Gunner Government be voting on this motion as to
who their Opposition would be?

16.Now that there are 7 Independent Members of the NT Legislative
Assembly, with the possibility of more independent Members being elected
in 2020, what changes could be made to better reflect the unique nature of
the NT Parliament?

17.Who would form the official NT Opposition if no political party affiliated
Members, just Independent Members, were elected to the cross benches
of the Legislative Assembly in 2020?

18.1s it true that under the advice of the NT Solicitor General on these matters
provided in 2016 and 2018, if no political party affiliated Members, just
Independent Members, were elected to the cross benches of the
Legislative Assembly, then there would be no Opposition?

19.How would our democracy function without an Opposition?

20.Given that the NT Solicitor General in her advice to the NT Parliament on
the matter of the official NT Opposition in 2016 stated that a group of
Independents could not form the Opposition, could you please explain the
rationale for this opinion?



