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QUESTIONS NOT ANSWERED BY 5 APRIL· 1976 
FROM 17 FEBRUXRy 1976 

809 Mr.WITHNALL'to Dr LETTS -
\~j . . 

1. WilLhe obtain .,from the Department of the Northern Territory a 
s~'ry of all correspondence initiated by that department and 
any other department relating to the initial proposal to reserve 
and the actual reser.vadon of the Prices: Regulation . Ordinance 
1975 and the Crown Lands Ordindance (No: 4) 1975 indicating the 
'designation of the officers concerned, their section and branch? 

. 2. On how many occasions have the presentation copies of Ordinances 
been : .. lost and when this has happened did the loss :occur in the 
Darwin, Brisbane or Canberra. offices of the department? 

810 Mrs. LAWRIE to Dr LETTS -

Further to the answer supplied to question 758 -

(a) does the pollution of Metville Bay include a deposit on .the 
sea bed of Magnesium Chloride and has this deposit killed off 
seabedmarinelife in its vicinity; 

(b) if the killing of.seabe~. mllririe . life is not irreversible 
damage by what means, either natural or through measures to be 

.. applied by Nabalco, i.s the marine life .to .bereactivated and 
what reasonable measures can be applied; 

(c) did ,the pollution . of .. Melville Bay. take place over a period 
,.. of· many months or . years' with' both. Nab-aleQ.·ariJl~tJleDepartment 

'. of the Northerh Territory knowfng that it· was taking- place 
and,:. if so, how can the spillagesbe described' as 
"accidental"; . 

(d) how. in fact is the Animal Industry and Agricu;Lture Branch 
involved in the area if it only acts "per medium'"of the Mines 
Inspector: and 

(e) do the Branches of the Department of the Northern Territory 
publish the results of their investigations or are they not 
available to the public at all? 

811 Mrs LAWRI.E to Dr LETTS -

When will the protective works at Gave be finished to the point 
that no further pollution will be possible? 

812 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS -

Futtherto the answer to question 759 ~ 

(a) under whose supervision is filling . and restoration of min.ed 
sand. areas behind'WallabyBeach being done: and . I , ~ 

(b) 
L 0\ 

w~q carried out the work? 1 

. '~ 



QUESTIONS NOT ANSWERED BY 5 APRIL 1976, 
813 Mrs'LAWRIE to Dr LETTS-

hWhat'effects do the current trave1.nd,work restrictions placed 
'onthe:Publf.c ,Service have, on the Department of ,thee Northem 
Territory's ability to work at Gove?, 

2., Is the, Animal Industry and Agriculture Branch staffed to an 
adequste level to enable it to work effectively at ,Gove? 

814Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS-

With further reference to Naba1co's operations at Gove -

(a) has any monitoring of pollution been conducted around the 
general area of Drimmie Arm and.Hso by whom and are the 
results available; , 

(b) has the release of effluent combined with the level of mag~ 
nesiumraised the alkalinity of the sea Water around Drimmie 
Arm to a pH above 10; , 

(c) in view of the estimated s~venty 'years of effective life 
of the Naba1co project. have any studies by the various 
branches been carried out on the changes in the mangrove vege­
tatf.on fringing the Arm. or the beds of sea grass located in 
the Arm; and " , 

(d) have the levels of chromium and lead taken from samples of 
red:mud and of fish ,been abnormally high. and. if so what 
action does the Department intend taking to reduce. , or, 
assisting Naba1co to reduce. the high levels? 

816 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS -

1. On what 'occasions have caustic soda spi11ages occurred in 
Naba1co's operations, since February 1973? 

2. What,was the source and area and estimated volume of eaeh 
spillage? 

3~-wtier."wasthe caust1c'soda'depos:ltedf.neaeh case? 

4. Wllere dE!PQsition " took place "putside the operatillg pl,~nt.was any 
1IlOnitoTing,carriedout" beforeandlor ann~' who '. carr1edout ,the 
monitoring, if any, and are the reSUlts available? 

5. Has theDionitoringbeencarriad~~t at varying distances from the 
discharge"points in, the open Bay? 

6. What W8sthe, average,daily di.chargeof caustic soda for the 
fiscal years 1974 and 1975 and the average daily discharges for 
the six months ended December ],975? 

7. On what occasions have the security pond gates been opened to 
allow ~e1ease of effluent and what was the estimated volume of 
each release? 

8. Was any monitoring carried out before andlor after each release? 



QUESTIONS NOT ANSWERED BY 5 APRIL 1976 
9. Has the.Department of the Northern Territory advised Nabalco to 

strengthen the security pond walls and, if not, how are future 
conditions of possible breaching of the security pond walls to 
be met, or is it assumed that the recycling of the various solu­
tions and/or mud will reduce the volume of effluent and therefore 
reduce the storage holding of the ponds during the wet? 

FROM.24 FEBRUARY 1976 

817 Mr WITHNALL to Mr TAMBLING -

Has the Darwin Reconstruction Commission furnished to the Australian 
Government any and, if so, ,what advice with respect to matters 
relating to the expenditure cif public 'and private moneys in and 
in connection with development and construction in the Darwin 
area? 

FROM 31 MARCH 1976 

822 Mr ~ALLANTYNE to Mr TAMBLING -

When will the rehabilitation of Administration Block 3, Mitchell St. 
Dilrwin, be completed and when and by whom will it be occupied'? 

824 Mr MtNUELL to Dr LETTS -

I re~er to the consortium Which proposes to take over the Alice 
Springs abattoirs and ask: what is their prQgramme for the opera­
tion and development of the abattoirs and is it intended to pro­
cess all gra4es' of meat',? 



ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
760 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS -

ANSWER 

(a) How many Environmental Impact Statements have been called for 
within the Northern Territory? 

(b) What officers prepare such statements? 

(a) No Environmental Impact Statements have been called for within 
the Northern Territory in the terms of the Environmental 
Protection (Impact of Proposals) Act 1974-75 which is 
administered by the MiniSter for Environment Housing and 
Community Development. Projects with,in the Northern Territory 
for which K. 1. S. 's or other environmental studies and reports 
have been, or are being, prepared in response to government 
policy are·: 

Ranger Uranium Mines, 
Darwin's Second Powerhouse, 
Gove Red Mud Lellses" 
MacArthur River Mines Project, 
Marrara and MacMi11ans Road Tndustria1 'Sub~divisions 

(suspended following Cyclone Tracy), 
Darwin's New Town Development (also suspended). 

(b) The preparation of Environmental Impact Statements is the 
responsibility' of the proposer of the project requiring a 
statement. The preparation of the statements and reports 
referred to in '(a) above have involved a wide variety of 

. professions 'both within and outside of government service. 

767 Mr TUNGUTALUM to Mr TUXWORTH -

What plans does the Water Resources Branch, or any other department, 
have to provide water for the 50 000 gallon elevated tank 
installed near subdivided freehold Sections 462, 463 and 475 
Hundred of Strangways? 

ANSWER 

The Water Supply Undertaking has no 50.000 gallon elevated tank in­
stalled in this area. There are no, immediate plans to provide 
reticulated water supply to. these sections. 

769 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr RYAN -

Concerning the l,500.sheets of high-quality teak ply wood given to 
the people of Darwin from the Government and people of Burma -

(a) How many of these ply wood sheets have been distributed; 

(b) By whom were they distributed; 

(c) To whom were theydistribut'ed;' 

(d) When were they distributed; 
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ANSWER 

,(e) Where are- the remaining sheets being held; and 

(a) 

(b) 

(C:) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) To what purpose is .it intended to put the remaining sheets? 

Eight ofa ·total of 1,500 sheets. 

At the request of the Department of· Northern Australi? 

! 
To Mr A.C. Helberg, an aged- pensioner, to enable him to rep,air 
furniture which was damaged in the cyclone. 

Early August 1975. 

Distribution 'of the remaining plywood has been 
hands of the Corporation of the' City of Darwin. 
is stored under cover at the Municipal Depot: 

placed,in the 
All 'plyW~od 

\ 
\ 

(f) As there is not sufficient plywood to. make a general distrib~-
t.ion to the people of Darwin,it is intended to allocat;e it to 
organisations which will be able' to use 'it in projec~swhich 
will benefit the citizens of Darwin. All requests for plywood 
in.response to applications which were called. on 6 June 1975 
have been referred to the Corporation. Distribution of plywood 
in response to these requests 'has not / yet been made as the 
orgl:tnisations concerned, .while they have suitable projects in 
mind, havir not yet commenced this work. An example of the 
type of project for which the plyWood will be used will be, the 
lining of a feature wall in the Civic Centre on which a plaque 
will be mounted, commemorating the gift from the people of 
Burma. 

815 Mrs LAWRIE to_Dr LETTS -

1. What role is the Department of the Northern Territory adopting,. in 
the 'riegotiationspresently -~nde'rway' with the --Aboriginal 
communities of Arnhemland for further land to be used' 'for 
Nabalco's operation? 

2. Is the land in question envisaged for future use as a red mud 
pond 'or as'a security pond? 

3. ··What areas, including mangroves, . are envisaged fot: 
,within the next seyen years_, and what total area 
involve? 

ANSWER 

future, use 
does this 

1. The Department of the Northern Territory's role in the.negotia­
tions between-Nabalco and the Aborigines is to ensure that, the 
interests of both parties are preserved as far as is consistent 
with the overall national interest. 

2. A small portion .of the land will be used for the security pond, 
but the principal use will be for the disposal of ferro silt. 

3. In the next 7 years about 160 hectares will be used .for disposal 
of ferro silt, 'none of which will be in the mangroves area. ' 



ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
818 Mr D01~AS to Mr TAMBLING -

I refer to the contract of $20,000 for the transport of donated tim­
ber by Jackson & Spring Pty. Ltd. of Rocklea from Queensland to 
Darwin and ask, what does the Department of the Northern Territory 
intend doing with this timber and is it in Darwin? 

ANSWER 

All the timber donated by the people of Coffs Harbour (190 tons) has 
been carried to Darwin at the eXpense of the Federal Government. 
It has been deliveredt6 the Corporation of the City of Darwin f9r 
distribution and use as the Corporation sees fit. 

~he Corporation advises that it decided to limit the use of the tim­
ber toCorpo'ration purposes and public buildings hecause the 
timber was of v~rying sizes and there was insufficient for a 
general distribution; Use has been deiayed' because of the severe 
wet season conditions, but approximately one-third of the timber 
has been so used. ' 

819 Mr STEELE to Mr TAMBLING ~ 

1. Why did the Home Finance Trustee delay approval of the loan 
application ofJ.C.S. &M.E. Francis, Lot 4625, Daniels Street, 
Ludmi-lra-'submi-tted on 12 November 1975? 

2. Why was approval not given? 

3. When will approval be granted? 

ANSWER 

1. The Home Fi~ance Trustee did not unduly 'delay approval of Mr & 
Mrs J •. c.s.& M.E. Francis's loan. : 

I 

2. J.C.S. ",& M.E. Francis of Lot 4625 Daniels :Street, Ludmil1a sub­
mitted. an !i~plication on 12th November 1975. The papers were 
filed and submitted i:o the appropriate interviewing officer on 13 
November' 1975. 

While the necessary investigations to determine eligibility were' 
being carried out, an announcement was made that all available 
f.undsunder the 6% concessional loan scheme had been committed, 
and that no ,new :approvals could be given until additional funds 
wer.e allocated. . ' 

Mr & Mrs Francis's application was '!!tillprocessed tip to the 
. approval stage and submitted to the Home Finance Trustee awaiting 
approval. 

3. Application by Mr & Mrs Frartcis was approved by the Home Finance 
Trustee on 4 March 1976. 

820 Mr KENTISH to Miss ANDREW -

1. Is any .section of the pollce force currently investigating alle­
gations made by Mr Clyde 'Reborse of the Finniss River Cattle 
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ANSWER 

Company that his stock has been interfered with and illegal 
branding has taken place? 

2. If investigations are being made which 'section of the force is 
conducting.them? 

1. No. 

2. See Part 1 above. 

821 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr POLLOCI(·-

1. What.funds have been allocated to 
by the Federal Government and how 
eXpenditure-in the Territ~ry? 

the Family Planning As.sociation 
much was made available for' 

2. Do medical officers and nursing staff assisting' the association 
receive payment for their services? 

ANSWER' 

1. Family 1'lanningAssociations are jointly funded by Health 
Department and SoCial Security Department. 

Social Security Department - funds the clinical services o.f· 
. the Association, which is by far the largest component. 

Health Department provides funds for administrative CQsts, 

Health Depart:ment funds for. State 
totalled $183,450 of which $1,164 was 
Association. Expenditure so far this 

and Territory Associations 
for the Northern Territory 

financial year totals $970. 

$250.000 was allocated to the Australian Federation of Family 
Planning Association. Of this amount $10.950 was earmarked for 
the Northern, TerHtory. The actual sum expended by the Australian 
Federation in the Northern Territory will not be available until 
audited accounts are received after the end of the financial year. 

In additwn to direct grants by Health Department, additional 
funds were made available in the form of'Health Programme grants 
totalling $885.913 for State and Territory Associations. The 
Northern Territory" s allocation from this. sum was $12 680. 

$24,794 was made available f()rexpenditure in the Northern 
Territory,as per details 'above. 

2. Medical and nursing 'staff are paid on a sessional basis when 
attending clinics. 

823 Mr ,MANUELL toDr 'LETTS _. 

Will the disease eradication programmes to which the Animal Industry 
and 'Agriculture Branch is already committed be adversely affect.ed 
by restrictions on staff travel and; if so. to what extent? 
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ANSWER 

The '1;uberculosis and Brucellosis.Eradication Programmes of the Animal 
IndUstry and Agriculture Branch of the Department of the Northern 
Territory have been relatively unaffected by restrictions on staff 
travel to the present time. . This is because stock movements and 
musterings .are at their uSl,lal s'easonal low point. 

Once the normal dry season movements and musterings increase markedly 
from April onwards, staff travel will increase. In addition 
requests for new whole-herd T.B. control 'programmes are being 

. received. Funds for travel to service both these programmes are 
expected to be adequate. . 

976 Mr ROBERTSON to Mr POLLOCK -

ANSWER 

1. At what stage of construction is the sewerage scheme at Papunya? 

2. When is it anticipated it will be completed? 

3. ,What are the reasons for delay in completing' the scheme? 

4. Are some constrlicticinprojeets'at'present under' construction at 
Papunya - for example, hospital anl1 'houses .. designed to' utilise· 
the sewerage system before they can be put into uS.e? 

. 1. Work completed includes' reticulation, pump station and lagoons. 
StUr-outstanditlg f:s.pipeworks.~atlagoons, anfl commissic:m:Irigo-f_ 
complete system. . . 

2. It is anticipated that work will be completed by July 1976. 

3. Failure of a contractor resulted in cancelling of the contract 
and the need to make alternative arrangements. 

4. It is expected the sewerage system will be operational prior.to 
completion of the hospitaL 

977 Mr ~OBERTSON to Mr POLLOCK -

1. At what stage o~ completion are the following houses being con~ 
structed at Papunya -

a) itco type homes 

b) .b:rick homes. similar to present Department of NT design: 
and 

c) ,Dowsett '~ontract? 

2. When are the houses expected to be completed? 

3, Are·thehouses designed with individual septic tanks, or. fo-r 
connection to the sewerage ,scheme 'at Papunya? 
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ANSWER 

1. a. Atco type .homes for Department of Education are complete. 
of N.T. design houses are' 90% complete. b. Brick Department 

c. Dowsett Homes 
At the time 
95% complete, 

Company has b'een placed under receivership. 
of failure of the contractor 4 residences were 

.2 residences were 50% complete. 

2. a. Atco now complete. 
b. Estimate late April. 
c; Estimate 6 months to complete work,from acceptance of tender. 

3. The sewerage system is for the collection of septic tal;1k effluent 
by a reticulation system. Theiefore houses are designed with 
individual septic tanks which will be connected .to sewerage 
system. 



QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE -Wednesday 31 March 1976 

978 Mr EVERINGHAM to Miss ANDREw -

ANSWER 

Can the honourable member advise me whether it is a fact that in' 
schools run by the Department of Education in Darwin children 
will be left unattended by their teachers for a period of 2 
hours? 

Schoolchildren will not be left unattended. Each principal has 
ensured that a skeleton staff will be there so that adequate 
supervision will be availabie, for any children who attend school 
whilst teachers are out on strike. 

979 Mr DONDAS to Dr LETTS -

ANSWER 

Is the Majority Leader ,able to give any indication as to when the 
Minister for the Northern Territory will appoint an Administra­
tor for the Northern Territory? 

I regret that I am unable to provide a satisfactory answer. When 
an Administrator of the Northern Territory is appointed, I pre­
sume the announcement will be made by the Minister for the Nor­
thern Territory. I understand that considerable progress has 
been made in the matter, to the point of selection, and it is at 
the stage 'now where formal rati,fication is probably all that is 
needed. In view of this, I expect that there will be an announ­
cement within a few days; but I did hold expectations of that 
sort earlier which were not realised. ' 

980 Mr STEELE to Dr LETTS -

ANSWER 

Is the Majority Leader aware that the opening of the Katherine 
'Meat Works has been postponed from late April to June? 

I have not heard any definite announcement to this effect from the 
meatworks management but there are strong and fairly a:uthorita­
tive rumours to that effect circulating in the 'Top End. I 
believe. that there is still some doubt on the opening of the 
works. This is extremely bad news for an industry that is al­
ready in critical circumstances and I am hopeful that tomorrow's 
sitting day may present another opportunity for some debate on 
the state of the beef industry and I, can' provide whatever 
information is available to me at that time. 

981 Mr VALE toMr RYAN -

.l\NSWER 

Can he advise when and where the next Rural Road Conference will 
be held? 

The date for the next Rural Road Conference cannot be set until 
such time as the programmes are known. 
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982 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr SPEAKER -

ANSWER 

'Last week I received a telegram advising this Assembly would re­
convene on Tuesday. On Monday morning, I heard on the ABC that 
the sittings had been postponed till this day and I received 
that advice late Monday. Why was the ABC advised of the change 
of date before the members of this Assembly or at least this 
member? 

I have had some forewarning of this question. On SaturdaY'after­
noon, the 27th, the Whip of the Majority Party rang me and re­
quested that the Assembiy meeting be postponed till l-lednesday 
from the original meeting date of Tuesday,because he was unable 
to guarantee' that all Country-Liberal Party members could be 
pr~sent due to the shortness of the notice of the special meet­
ing and because of airline interruptions. Unwillingly, I agreed 
that it was a reasonable request. However, as Mr Clerk is not 
on the phone, I was unable to contact him until Monday at 8 30 
am and he sent telegrams out immediately. Perhaps the delay of 
the honourable member receiving her notice of the change of ' date 
of the meeting should be brought to the notice of the honourable 
Executive Member for Transport and Secondary Industry in his 
capacity as being responsible for PMG matters. However, I do 
apologise for my indiscretion in allowing the media access to 
the information before a'1l honourable members had been notified. 

983 Mr WITHNALL 'to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

Is he aware of any proposal or discussion relating to the intro­
duction of a bill to increase stamp duty? 

I ani,not aware of any proposals or discussions to increase stamp 
duty. 

984 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

Can he advise when the rail line between Alice Springs and Port 
Augusta will be reopened? 

I do not have that information at the moment but will endeavour to 
find out later today and have the answer for the honourable mem­
ber tomorrow. 

985 Mr EVERINGHAM to Hr RYA~ -

Can he advise me why, in view of the, delays of up to and over 3 
months, in many instances, in telephone connections in the 
Darwin area and throughout the Territory generally, private 
subcontractors should notbe able to install telephone equipment 
at the subscriber's expense and to PMG specifications? 
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ANSWER 

I did' haNe' prior knowledge of' this, question and' contac,ted' the 
'Te'lecom Australia manager in Darwin., 'It is not; the- g~neral' 
practice of that department to, ha:v:e p,rt'll:ate: con1lrac,toI'S :Lnsta!! 
their equipment. The on:Ly t:Lme that th:Ls happens is in the 
ins,taJJlat:Lon of special telephone systems - such as PABX, et,c 
which, are ins,talled by the manufacturer or, the subcontractor and 
supervised' by the, PMG., L agree, with, the honourable member for 
J±ngci!!i that perhaps it would; be a way of overc,oming the 
probIT!eni~ but at, the moment the Telecom people do not intend, 
us;Lng privat,e contractors', at this stage to, try to catch up on 
the, backlog of' telephone installations. This applies to the 
whole, of Aus,tralta. 

9,86' Mr WITHNALL, to Dr LETTS -

ANSWER 

I adllness thb question to the' Majority' Lead,er on, hehalf of the 
member' fo,r Elsey. Will the honourable member investigate the 
possibility of est,abl-tshing, a, canning factory in the Northern 
Terri'tory for the purpose of assistance to the beef industry and 
to' suppiLy a demand from countries to the north of us for canned 
food;?, 

Yes", I will make- inqu:Lries through, and with the depa,rtment to see 
what ad\lantages such a cannery woul!1' offer to,the Northern 
territory;. Some hono,urable memb,ers will know that the' question 
of canneri,es' is, one, that has; been, aliive and rad:sed over many 
years, now. It, is probablly, s,omethtng like 15 years ago since, the 
Fede,ral Government, and Depa,rtment of Territories, as it was then 
known:, made, a s:l1.te' a:v:a:Llab'le for a cannery near Darwin. That 
site was never taken up. Stnc'e then, the matter has, been raised 
and, pursued; on a, number of occasions" particula,rl!y by the former 
membe'!' for Jingili ,in the Legislative Council. The department 
does, make ,periodic investiga,tions into,the feasibility of such a: 
proJect; ;r will che,ck on the lat,est views and convey them to, the 
honour,ab]),e member. ' 

987 Mr KENTISH; to Dr LETTS -

A'NSWER 

Is tt a fact that although, the No:rthernTerritory has 4 • .5 per cent 
0,£ the Aus.t.ral!ian cattle p.opulation, ttreceived onLy 1.5 pe,r 
cent of carry-on finance and 0',.,0'01:8: per cent of rural recon­
struction finane,e? Was this because the states matched Common­
wealth financial. assis;ta~ce and the NOr.thern Territory, having 
no: Tre'asury' of :lits own" was unab])e' to provide funds" or is thils. 
the rewalJ1.d for be-;ling; a,fe.dera,l responsib1:l!ity'? 

r canno.t vouclL for the' aecuracy of the f:Lgures. used by t.he honour­
able, member f,orAwhem b,ut I can say, that the, amoun,t ailllo.cat.ed 
by the Commonweali.th Gov~rnment to the NOl'.thern '1lerritory fQ.r 
rut'al r.econstruclzion pu~o,s:es was" on a, pro' rata basis: .. which .. 
ev:er, way you, lO,Qk at it - ];owe'r.· than the: amount. allocated; to. the' 

'var:!ious,: s,ta,tes;.. The r.eas.onfoT thd:s:lis probably the se,eond 
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suggestion advanced by the honourable member, that we are a 
federal responsibility and we have not got the protection of 
state powers and.the extra muscle which a state has in these 
matters. 

It is not tne first time we have suffered from this kind of situa­
tion. Some honourable members who have been connected with 
agriculture may well remember that, over a long period, some 20 
years, when the Commonwealth. Government disbursed money to the 
states for what they called the "Commonwealth Extension Services 
Grant" which provided special advisory services for the benefit 
of .farming throughout Australia, this territory received not one 
cent out of approximately $7m or' $8m, which was given per year to 
the other states for this purpose', As a consequence, 
agricultural extension services of the Northern Territory are in 
a run· down and decrepit condition, far below anything which 
exists in the states, Until we make progress in the direction 
of responsible self governmentwe·are going to suffer the kind 
of disadvantages which are represented by the ,low allocation of 
funds to rural reconstruction and other cases which we have seen 
in the past. 

988 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

I ask this question on behalf of the member for Elsey ~ Is it a 
fact that Borroloola has an airmail service from Darwin and Mt 
Isa and does Gulf Transport convey mail etc, in excess of what 
can be carried by air to Borroloola each week from Darwin? 

I do not have that information available, I will attempt to find 
it out later today and advise the Assembly, 

989 Mr WITHNALL to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

How much of the budget of about $lOOm has been committed by the 
Darwin Reconstruction Commission and has there been a decision 
made that no further money wili be committed this financial 
year? 

The Darwin Reconstruction Commission budget figure for 1975-76 
was of the order of $98m. It has been necessary for the Recon­
struction Commission to approach the Government for an increase 
in that cash amount to increase the figure to $llOm to meet all 
present contractual requirements of the Darwin Reconstruction 
Commission •. In fact, the whole $llOm now appropriated will be 
paid out by the Darwin Reconstruction Commission. 

990 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr SPEAKER -

You would be. aware that the Assembly is without a photograph copy­
ing machine. Is it intended that the facilities provided by the 
Assembly in future will include such a machine? 
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ANSWER: 

You probably are aware that a photocopier was part of the equip­
ment of the Legislative Council. I consider it to be a funda­
mental piece of equipment of t,he Assembly. Unfortunately. the 
machine used by the Council is now beyond repair' and funds have 
been sought from Treasury to provide a new one. In recent weeks 
I have had'a communication from ,the Treasury querying the need 
for these funds and I have protested most strongly at the inten­
tion of the Treasury to exclude these funds, 

991 Mr MANUELL to Miss ANDREW -

ANSWER 

Is it a fact that the Northern Territory Apprenticeship Board has 
insufficient funds to permit day release in A1ice Springs and 
Darwin Community Colleges and that some tr?de classes are having 
to attend block releases interstate? If the answer to these 
questions is yes, what is the p1an- for funding in the future and -
does the appropriation plan include proposals for day release 
for recognised trades? 

The Northern Territory Apprenticeship Board does not have suffic­
ient funds as it received a further~appropriation of funds last 
October. The Darwin Community College -arranged the courses, 
Problems have been experienc~d with regard to staff 'and a large 
apprenticeship increase of:jOO per cent to the normal annual in­
take. ' The Apprenticeship Board does not consider that Treasury 
would pass the travelling expenses of pupils to attend day re­
leases. Pupils do attend biock releases interstate and will do 
so in the future as there are no facilities, here for some 
trades. I have taken up this matter with the Minister for 
Education and lam awaiting an answer. 

992 Mrs ~WRIE to Dr LETTS -

ANSWER 

My question concerns the Cattle Price Stabi1ization Ordinance 1975 
w\lich is of some interest to the member for E1sey. This Ord­
inance was passed in April 1975 and reserved on 26 August 1975. 
I believe members have had advice from the Acting Administrator 
that questions of basic policy will need to be resolved in 
discussions between Federal Government departments and the 
Assembly before further progress will be possible with respect 
to the question of assent. I ask if these discussions have 
started, are ensuing' and, in fact, what is the general status of 
that legislation? ' 

Taking the last part of the question first, the legislation is 
largely one for the industry itself as well. as the Government. 
In order to make the schemewoik. there has to be a certain num­
ber of known participants ~ho are willing to go along with that 
form of assistance. ' At meetings of the Catt1emens Association 
and the Cattle Producers Council in recent times the indica­
tions have ,been that the priorities which the industry accords 

i, ,to assistance tak~ the form of a better system of carry-on 
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finance as an, urg!'!nt requirement., both, in the. terms of !:he cei,l­
ings' of the loan, and the, renewal of loan' conditions. They also 
stress attention to debt. reconstruction, and the' need for con" 
stant press.ure on' the government' to give. consideration to: some 
kind' of freight assistanc.e. The, industry would nnd; these forms 
of' assistance of greater advantage than the implementation of 
the beef cattle price' stabilbation scheme at this stage.. At 
the time the: 1egisl:ation was framed, the economic situation of 
the indus.try' was considerably ,different. By the time the' l:egis­
lation, could: have. been, commenced, the price of 6c or 7c per­
pound' of beef had sunk to a level which virtually made the 
scheme unworkable in' the form in which it was passed here. It 
has been: generally agreed in discussions with the officers of 
the department and the minister that.. for the scheme to become 
workable' again', there would have to be a substantial increase in 
the level of the base'. price' of beef towards the cost of produc­
tiOn, probably' somethi:ngin the' order of LSc or l6c a pound. At 
this moment, we do, not have' a firm indication of what the 
starting price for beef this year wilL be or even whether there 
wilL be one in the event of, the Katherine Meat Works not open­
ing'. The matter is still under consideration but the views of 
the industry have, been taken into account in discussion and 
these lean towards other forms of assistance at this time. 

993 Mr DONDAS toMr l'OLLOCK -

ANSWER 

In view of the Federal Government's intention to ban all cigarette 
advertising on electronic, media is he abl!:! to give me any indi­
cation when the. ban will take effect in the Northern Territory? 

My understanding is that the proposals will be operative from 1 
September this'year and will apply throughout Australia. It has 
been pointed out that a ban on this form of advertising on 
electronic, media which the. FederaL Government does control is 
discriminatory against other forms, of media. advertising. This 
is a matterwhlLch wil1 be further discussed at the conference of 
the State and Commonweal:th Ministers of Health in June' in 
Adelaide. I hope to be represented at that meeting and, these 
matters will be further discussed then. 

994 Mr EVERINGHAMto Miss ANDREW-

ANSWER 

Can she .advise me whether it is in fact correct that the. Attorney­
General of Australia will be visit,ing the Northern Territory 
during the month of ApriL and, if so, will arrangements be made 
for members of the Assembly to meet him? 

The Attorney-General: does plan, to v'±s,it Darwin' between. April 21 
and April 23 and I have asked hdis private secretary and the 
Attorney-General's Department in, Dal1Win if time can be i made 
available shortly after his arrival for'members of'the Assembly 
to speak with him. 
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995 . Mr KENTISH to Mr POLLOCK -

ANSWER 

I have a press release for the Northern Territory dated 17 July 
1974: "The Minister for· the Northern Territory Dr Rex Patterson 
today said steps were being taken to set up a Liquor Commission 
in the Northern Territory. Dr Patterson. said·it was expected 
that the Liquor Commission would be appointed and in operation 
in the near future." We know what has happened to Dr Rex 
Patterson_, but could the honourable member tell. me what has 
happened to the Liquor Commission? 

The words of the former Minister were all well and good but to 
provide a Liquor Commission you must have legislation. Since he 
made those statements, he was in a position to assist by 
providing the necessary manpower to 'draft legislation for this 
Assembly. However, nothing further eventuated. In the last few 
months, more work has been done on this matter and there is 
presently before the Executive 'a submission on the complete re­
view of the Licensing Ordinance, including the establishment of 
a Liquor Commission. I hope that, within the not too.distant 
future, we will have the green light from the Executive and 
sufficient draftsmen to prepare this legislation. 

996 Mr MANUELL to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

Is he aware Df a transfer of funds in excess of $100.000 being 
ma4e to the Central Australian Aboriginal Congress in recent 
days? If so, can he give me any indication on what these funds 
are to be used for? 

I am not aware of the transfer of funds of this proportion. I 
would ask that the honourable·member place this question on 
notice. 

997 Mr·DONDAS to Miss ANDREW -

ANSWER 

How much money is allocated by the Federal Governme~t to operate 
the. Australian-Legal Aid Office in the Northern Territory? 

I would ask that the question be placed on notice. 

998 Mr VALE to Dr LETTS -

ANSWER 

Can he advise the'southernmost-region of the Northern Territory in 
which the oriental. fruit fly has been detected? 

The oriental fruit fly seems to be proceeding on its merry way and 
every meeting I am able to give a progress report. It has now 
been discovered at Newcastle Waters and that is the southernmost 
limit of its range. Traps have been set along the Victoria 
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Highway' out as far as Timber Creek and further west and also 
along the Barkly Highway towards Mt Isa. The collections from 
these districts have not yet been processed. The work is going 
on all the time and the Animal Industry and Agriculture Branch 
keeps me closely informed about what is happening. 

The views, of the entomologists are that they may be getting some­
where near the limit of this pest's range at the present time in 
the Northern Territory. However, they cannot be sure of that 
for a while yet. I might mention that I have had notification 
from the Animal Industry and Agriculture Branch that there are 
some flaws in the Plant Diseases Ordinance of the Northern 
Territory which may need to be corrected in order to cope with 
situations which might arise for some greater activity on the 
quarantinefrorit. Following discussions," I will probably be 
introducing legislation on that matter in the near future. 

999 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

Myquestion refers to the Motor Vehicles Ordinance 1975 which was 
given urgency when introduced by the member for Jingili. It 
appears that advice has been received from the Acting Admin­
istrator that it has been reserved as it became apparent that 
objections raised by Treasury and the Underwriters Association 
warranted detailed consideration and considerable progress has 
been made towards the drafting of legislation to replace this 
ordinance. Has he been involved with discussions with the 
relevant department and/or any other organisation as to the 
drafting of legislation to supersede'the ordinance? If so, can 
he give an indication as to when it is likely to be introduced 
and if urgency will be sought? 

In 'reading a report from the Acting Administrator, I was a bit 
concerned with' the words "considerable progress". I do not 
really feel that there has been "considerable progress" made. I 
have been involved in discussions with the Department of the 
Northern Territory Transport Planning Branch. There is a paper 
which has been referred to the insurance organisation and an 
attempt will be made to come up with satisfactory legislation. 
I am presently waiting for a meeting to be arranged between the 
officers of 'the Department of the Northern Territory, the 
insurance companies and myself to try, to implement some satis­
factory legislation. There are many problems ,invcilved in the 
framing of an ordinance which will cover this particular problem 
particularly those events which have taken place in the past 
where companies have in fact gone broke. I hope that legisla­
tion will be introduced in the latter half of this year. 

1000 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr RYAN -

In view of the fact that the Majority Leader advised this House a 
few moments ago that the oriental fruit fly has penetrated as 
far south as Newcastle Waters, can he advise me:if it" .'too, is 
held up by the flooded causeway in that area? 
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. ANSWER 

I cannot answer this although I would like to take the credit for 
it if our road is in fact holding· it up.' It would be the only 
good thing that has happended at Newcastle Waters this year, so 
far. 

1001 Mr KENTISH to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

I refer to the half mile of the Stuart Highway from the airport 
gates to Bombing Road, which has been under construction since 
1974, about 18 months altogether. Is there a possibility that 
this road will be available to the public some time during this 
year? 

It is just that I should be asked that question once more because 
I can positively say, in view.of the fact that the contractors 
have been working on the road since last Saturday, that unless 
something unforeseen happens within the next week or so. that 
road win definitely be opened. I hope this is the iast time I 
will have to answer a question about that piece of road. 

1002 Mr ROBERTSON to MissANDREW -

ANSWER 

Is it a fact that an employer, of an apprentice cannot terminate 
the employment of an apprentice on the ground that the employer 
is no longer able to pay wages? Is it also a fact that an em­
ployer must physically close down the business and not re-enter 
that business in order to be relieved of responsibility to the 
apprentice? If the answer to those two questions is no, would 
she please make sure that the officers of the Apprenticeship 
Board are'aware of it? 

I was given some forewarning of this question and I contacted the 
Acting Chairman of the Apprenticeship Board this morning; He 
advised me that the answer is, in fact, no. Indeed, at the 
moment we have several apprentices from Brisbane up here seeking 
employment because they are no long~r in the employment of the 
person to' whom they were originally indentured. I will ensure 
that members of the board are aware of this. 

1003 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS -

ANSWER 

Has there. been any case in which the oriental fruit fly has found 
to have 'actually infested fruit in the No'rthern Territory? 

To the best of my knowledge, every case.of identification has been 
made from flies caught in fly traps. I know of no case in which 
the fly has been recovered from infested fruit. J. alii pr~tt~,,,.~.,.o<, 
certain, of that information' in relation to what' I might call .< ..... , 

domestic fruit anyway, fruit grown in gardens. I am not quite 
so' sure in relation to native fruit. There is a pretty strong 
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suggestion amongst the entomologists that the fly is not 
behaving as. pathogenically as it does in a place such as Hawaii, 
where it has been a major pest of the fruit industry. and there 
is no evidence, I believe, as yet to suggest that it is behaving 

'in this kind of way in the Top End of the Northern.Territory. 
This is an area which will require considerable further investi­
gation which may take some time. I will check on the answer and 
inform the honourable member precisely, 

1004 Mr DONDAS to MrTAMBLING-

ANSWER 

Is the Darwin Reconstruction Commission preparing to call tenders 
for construction of new homes in the next financial year? 

I am not aware that the 1976-77 budget has yet been finalised. 
The Darwin Reconstruction Commission ·has put forward its esti­
mates and requirements and they certainly included proposals for 
the construction of new homes, for the repair and maintenance of 
damaged homes, and for a large proportion of rebuilt homes on 
existing decks to be reinstated. It would be foolish of me to 
predict what the contracts will be because they will be totally 
dependent on the 1976-77 budget and the honourable member will 
be aware from the report in yesterday's newspaper that the 
General Manager of the Darwin Reconstruction Commission is in 
Canberra today having discussions with Treasury with regard to 
the .1976-77 program. 

1005 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

My question concerns the caravans bought by the Australian Govern­
ment for use as temporary accommodation I believe this matter 
is being handled by the Department of the Northern Territory. 
Can the honourable member advise the number of caravans present­
ly being held in the store yards and not being used at all, the 
number of caravans on site but not yet connected, and the reason 
for. these caravans not being utilised given the present housing 
shortage? 

Mr Speaker, I do not have that information 'readily available. I 
will seek it and mak~ it available to the honourable member, 

1006 Mr MANUELL to Miss ANDREW -

What is the proposed opening date of the Braitling Primary School 
in Alice Springs, and is it planned to accommodate the students 
from the Ross Park School, while the Ross ~ark School is being 
revamped in the Braitling Primary School? Is there also a 
proposal to commence upgrading the Ross Park School immediately 
those students vacate the Ross Park School? 
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ANSWER 

I am advised, that the Education Department is taking over Brait­
ling Primary, School at the end of this year arid hopefully the 
opening date will be February 1977. that is at the start of the 
1977 school year. Yes, students from Ross Park School will be 
accommodated at the Braitling Primary School if the Ross Park 
School is revamped; this, is dependent on whether money is avail­
able. Regarding the proposal to commence upgrading the Ross 
Park Primary School immediately, this is of cou!,se dependent 
both on funds'and the quick letting of the contract, 

1007 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

Is the honourable member aware of, or has he had any discussions 
on, the removal of subsidised rent on Austalian Government 
Public Service Homes in the Northern Territory; that is, ,the 
introduction of economic rent? 

I have not been acquainted with any studies in this regard, I 
will certainly make inquiries of the Department of the Northern 
Territory to find out if there are any departmental reports or 
studies going on and make the information available to the 
honourable member. 

1008 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

Is it true that the Department of the Northern Territory, are 
charging full rent to government employees for accommodation 
which is substandard because of cyclone damage? 

No, it is not true to say that full rent is being charged on sub­
standard dwellings, The manner in which the department deter­
mines the rent of, buildings in Darwin at the moment is that in 
residential housing there are several categories, I believe, 
three, each with a maximum rent, which is charged depending on 
the assessed status of that particular building, A very poorly 
constructed, lack of facilities type of home attracts a maximum 
rent of $10 a week; the inbetween home where the electricity and 
linings are in the building but perhaps not up to full standard 
has an inbetween figure, Where a house has been restored to 
pre-cyclone st~ndard or is a new home, then the maximum rent 
charged at the moment is 10 per cent of salary with a'maximum of 
$25 a week. From discussions with departmental officers, I have 
learned that there have been cases where incorrect assessments 
of the building's status have taken place! however, these have 
always been adjusted, when brought to the attention of the 
appropriate authorities, 

1009 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr POLLOCK -

It ha,s come to my attention that the ,Department of Health may Well 
be charging pensioners who are in-patients of the Darwin ~os-
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, ANSWER 

pita1 if they elect to continue to avail themselves of the 
services of their own doctors. As I recall the position, an 
undertaking was given to this House by the honourable 'member on 
behalf of the department, before the time of the introduction of 
the Medibank charging legislation that we approved last year t 
that expectant mothers and 'pensioners would be permitted to 
retain the services of their own doctors in the hospital without 
any daily bed charge beip.g,made. In fact I understand that they, 
are being charged $20 per day. Is it a fact that old age 
pensioners are being charged for the occupation of a bed whilst 
under treatment in the Darwin Hospital and wishing to retain the 
services of their private doctor? 

This ,is a matter which has been going on for some considerable 
t,ime, as the member for Jingi1i has mentioned, and was the sub­
ject of some considerable negotiation between members of this 
Assembly and the Department of Health at the time that legi­
slation to implement the Medibank system in the Territory was 
passed by this Assembly.' The situation in relation to the 
pensioners is that the Department of Health agreed for pen­
sioners to ,be treated free of charge, without the $20 per day 
being ,imposed on them by ,their own' private doctor, on the 
understanding of course that the ,doctor entered into an agree­
ment with the hospital in relation to payment; that is, that the 
doctors would be paid by the hospital on a sessional basis. The 
doctors, at the time of these negotiations, said that they would 
rather treat the patient at no charge, than enter into an 
agreement. Some have entered into an agreement but others have 
declined to enter into an agreement, and in consequence it is 
possible that some pensioners who are being treated by their own 
doctor, do.ctors who want to charge the pensioners the fee and 
who are' not prepared to enter into an agreement with the 
Department of Health, could be paying the $20 a day bed charge. 

1010 'Mr DONDAS to Miss ANDREW -

ANSWER 

Is it 
short 

, month 
birth 

true' that the 
staffed,and 

for a person 
certificate? 

Births and Deaths Registration Section is 
is it also true that it takes as long as one 
to obtain a certified copy of his or her 

Yes, it is true that the office issuing birth, death and other 
registration certificates is very short staffed. It is taking 3 
to 4 weeks to obtain a certified copy of a birth certificate. 
However" I am assured that this position is improving. The 
problem is that only one staff member is available to handle 
birth, dea~1l ana marriage certificates. 

1011 Mr EVERINGHAM to Mr POLLOCK -

Is it not a fact that he conveyed to this House an 
,unconditional undertaking by the Director of:Hea1th that charges 
would not be. ievied against old age pensioners in hospital under 
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ANSWER 

Medibank using their own private medical practitioners? 

I do not concede that it is a fact that it was an unequivocal 
acceptance of that proposal. The acceptance of the proposal has 
always been on the basis that the doctors would accept a fee: 
They are declining to do so. 

1012 Hr BALLANTYNE .to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

Is he aware that there was some $400,000 appropriated for resur­
facing the road from Gove airport to Yirrka1a Mission? Have 
tenders been called for this road in recent times? Have any 
tenders been received and, in the light of the economy at the 
present moment, will this appropriation remain? 

I do not have any exact details. However, I would say that, if 
the tenders had not been called prior to the decision being made 
that no further work be committed, I would assume that the job 
,has in fact been deferred. Iwi11 check with the department 
concerned and find out the status of that particular contract 
when the decision was taken to stop all further contracts. 

1013 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING 

ANSWER 

On his recent trip to Canberra has the Federal Government 
given him any indication. as to whether the Darwin Reconstruction 
Act will be repealed before its term is due to exp~re? 

I have received no information relating to the possible early 
termination date of the 'Darwin Reconstruction Commission but I 
am aware that it is under review. 

1014 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

My question refers to the free area. He made a statement I be­
lieve at the last sittings that such an area would be declared. 
I ask him when such an ,area would be gazetted so that objections 
can be received, considered and the. area can proceed? 

I am surprised that the gazettal has not yet taken place. From 
the information that was made available to me to use at the 1as.t 
session of the Assembly by the Acting Administrator, I would 
have hoped that by now the gazetta1 would have taken place. I 
will follow this matter up with the Clerk of the Administrator's 
Council to find out why there is a delay. 

1015 Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON -

When will Darwin get 
the Nudity Ordinance? 

an area for nude bathing as provided in 
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ANSWER 

I do have some information relating to this question. There are 
several problems "yhich have arisen in relation to getting a free 
beach for Darwin. The ordinance states that all boundaries of 
the proposed free beach' area shall have signs erected defining 
the area during a period,when objections can be lodged. This 
includes the seaward boundary. Advice from,Crown Law indicates 
that the signs should have fine details defining the boundaries 
including the various degrees of the compass as one sees in , 
applications for mining leases and the like. The signs must 
also be visible from any point around the boundaries of the area 
to be declared. Current estimates to have the required signs 
made, printed and installed is around $5,000, and that excluded 
the problem of the sign at ,the low water mark which will 
obviously be under water for most of the time, To further com­
plicate the issue, the High Court has recently decided that some 
doubt exists as to the validity of'state-type legislation which 
relates to any area projecting into the sea, Crown Law have 
some reservations on that aspect, In the light of these 
problems, unfortunately we cannot give an assurance as to exact­
ly when Darwin will hav~ a free beach area, 
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1016 Mr MANUELL to Miss ANDREW -

ANSWER 

Is she aware that the A1ice Springs Community College this year 
does not cater for the plumbing trade even though it did last 
year? If so, can'she advise if it is a fact tltat this year no 
plumbing trade is available in A1ice Springs because the Darwin 
C~mmunity College claimed the plumbing trades tutor to avoid 
breaking staff ceilings? Further, is she aware that plumbing 
trade apprentices this year have to travel to and from Brisbane 
for 8 week block releases? 

It is a fact that the Alice Springs Community College 'does not 
cater for the plumbing trade this year. In 1975, following the 
cyclone, the Darwin lecturer in plumbing was transferred to 
A1ice Springs Community College. Block release courses catering 
for all, Northern Territory apprentices in plumbing were offered. 
The arrangement was temporary and unsatisfactory' because the 
workshop facilities in Alice ,Springs were inadequate for the 
teaching of the plumbing trade and there was only one lecturer 
available at A1ice Springs to teach either 40 hours per week of 
plumbing or 40 hours per week of carpentery and j~inery. 

The reason that no plumbing trade is available this year is that 
the plumbing lecturer on transfer to the A1ice Springs Community 
College for 1975 was recalled to Darwin in 1976. As a result of 
this" no course is offered. The facilities 'are inadequate 
whereas the Darwin Community College has excellent facilities. 
The number of plumbing trade apprentices in A1ice Springs, 7; 
does not warrant the cost of duplicating facilities in that 
centre. The college has had only 2 plumbing lecturers on 
establishment both assigned to Darwin by agreement when alloca­
tion of the total college establishment was made. Block release 
courses in plumbing which would have catered for all Northern 
Territory apprentices were not offered at Darwin Community 
College because of the great time commitment which the DarWin 
Community College cannot cope with along with other commitments 
in the plumbing trade. 

In answer to the third part of t~e question, plumbing trade 
apprentices for all Northern Territory ~entres except Darwin 
travel to Brisbane for 7 ,weeks for full-time block courses. 
There are 7 plumbing apprentices from A1ice Springs, 4 from 
other centres going tp Yeronga Technical College. It costs 
about the same amount per apprentice to send 'an out-of-town 
apprentice to either Brisbane or Darwin for 'a block course; 
dearer air fares to Brisbane are compensated for by cheaper 
accommodation rates there. The costs are met by the Department 
of Education, through the Northern Territory Apprenticeship 
Board. Of the apprentices scheduled to train interstate this 
year~ about half could be trained at Darwin ,Community College if 
they were able to appoint additional lecturing staff required to 
mount the block courses. Regarding the college staff, ceiling, 
it is 214 for 1975-76, 16 positions of those were allocated to 
Alice Springs Community College but the ceiling was reduced to 
190 on 2 February 1976. The Alice Springs Community College 
still has its full complement of 16, 
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'1017 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

I refer to the cut of $lOm in the Northern Territory Housing 
Commission's pres~nt budget. Could the honourable member advise 
whether this cut is affecting only Housing Commission projects 
in Darwin or does'it affect ,other projects in other centres and 
can he advise any details? 

The cut that the honourable member refers to is the balance of the· 
unauthorised or uncommitted works program. It is in effect the' 
commitment value that has not yet been agreed to for the Housing 
Commission's work. The cash component of that I believe is in 

, the order of $lm required in this financial year. In the 
figures that I gave the House yesterday.' I indicated, that there 

. was a net increase of . $4. 3m in the budget appropriations to the 
Department of 'the Northern Territory administration capital 
works. That increase was made up of a, total increase to the 
Department of, the Northern Territory's appropriations for the 
year of $9.9m, which included the $5.5m for the Home Finance 
Trustee, and a reduction in the department's estimates for the 
year of $5.6m therefore producing a net increase of $4'.3m. I am 
not aware of the detail of how those figures were arrived at. I 
believe that the department, as a result of these decisions 
which were made earlier this week, will now be relaying to its 
various branches and statutory authorities what their program is 
for the balance of this year. I am also aware that the chairman 
of the Northern Territory Housing Commission has an appointment 
this morning in Canberra with the Minister for the Northern 
Territory to discuss the commission's program for the balance of 
this year. 

1018 Mr EVEKINGHAM to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

Is it a fact that the Telecommunications Commission charges a sub­
scriber whQ has only a 2-line telephone exchange more for a 
local call than a subscriber, who has a 4~line telephone. 
exchange? 

I have asked the appropriate officer with Telecom Australia and he 
assures me that they do not charge any more; the standard charge 
is 9c. 

1019 Mr VALE to Mr TUXWORTH -

ANSWER 

Can he ,advise me what the shareholding is of major mining compan­
ies holding uranium interests in the Northern Territory 'and what 
Australian shareholding is .the Austral:l.an Government seeking in 
companies mining uranium and will these companies currently 
operating comply with these requirements? 

We have, 4 major companies operatin'g in the uranium province 'in 
ArnhemLand, the Peko-Ez cOillbination is, Peko 93 per cent Aust-
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ra1ian owned, and the Ez component 92 per cent Australian owned. 
Noranda, which is a totally overseas controlled company have 
indicated that they are willing to release 50 or 51 per cent of 
the equity in their operations ~o Australian investors. I'an­
Continental, which is a consortium of companies involving Aust­
ralian interests in getting < oil is between 60 and 70 per cent 
Australian owned, and they too are prepared to increase the 
Australian equity if this is necessary. Queensland Mines is 85 
per cent Australian owned and the Australian company Kath1een 
Investments which holds 50 per cent of the shares in Queensland 
Mines is itself 21 per cent foreign owned. This in turn reduces 
the Australian equity of the whole project to about 70 per cent. 

In reply to the second part of the question, there is no doubt 
that the Australian content in any mining operation can never be 
enough, and in fact the ultimate. that we would like to achieve 
is 100 per cent but this is not always possible. It is my 
understanding, that the Australian Government will be looking for' 
as much Australian content as the market can stand,and the Aust­
ralian investor can afford to put up. To my knowledge, none of 
the companies operating in the uranium province will be 
prejudiced in their operations. 

loio Mr DONDAS to Mr RYAN -

ANSWER 

In light of the rece.nt' announcement by the DRC that the j)arwin 
Airport would undergo minor surgery, when will the bar 
facilities be made available to the public? 

I have it on fairly good authority that the Department of Trans­
port and the concessionaire of the bar out at the airport have 
made arrangements by 'which the concessionaire will repair the 
ceilings and fixtures of the bar and,the Department will .repair 
the floor. I believe that these repairs are well under way and 
it is hoped that the bar will be opened around 1 May. 

-1021 Mr KENTISH to Mr PERRON -

ANSWER 

I refer to the town of Katherine which has a pound with no pound­
keeper or dog catcher. When is it likely that one will be 
appointed? 

I heard a report that a private individual in Katherine had gone 
to the trouble of catching stray dogs on hiS property and 
delivering them to the local pound only to have them beat him 
home again. It seemed rather an unusua.l situation. Unfortunat­
ely, current legislation does not allow for a registrar of dogs 
to delegate his authority and all police officers are ex-otficl.O 
registrars of dogs. However, it is obvious that none of these 
people are going to go out irito the street personally and act as 
dog catchers as part of their duties and they cannot delegate 
this authority. The department is currently looking at legisla­
tion with a view to <proposing an amendment that will allow a 
registrar of dogs. to delegate his authority to go out into the 
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street and catch the dogs and put them into pound at Katherine. 
The department is also considering a total review of "the 
ordinance which does need updating. In the light of these 
proposals,I cannot give any assurance as to the pari:icui'ardate 
when Katherine will get an official dog catcher. 

1022 Mr MANUELL to Mr RYAN ~ 

ANSWER 

Is he aware of rumours circulating about proposed increases in 
rail freights of up to 40 per cent into the central AUstralian 
region? If he is aware of the rumour, istllere any truth in it? 

I am aware of the rumour. I have not had a chance as yet to check 
out whether there is any substance in it. 

1023 Mr, TUNGUTALUM to Dr LETTS ~ 

ANSWER 

What steps are being taken to control hyptis and cyder on crown 
land in the Northern Territory? 

The situation is far from satisfactory. In fact in the whole of 
the noxious weed exercise in the Northern Territory, the Depart­
ment of the Northern Territory and the ,Animal Industry and 
Agriculture Branch is hopelessly uridergeared and' has been for 
many years to have any real effect in this matter, either on 
crown land or private land. They have been working for years as 
a one-man-band with inadequate funds and they are unable to 
provide even asatisfaci:ory advisory service to private land 
holders, let alone have any real impact on the incidence of 
weeds' 'such as hyptis and cyder on crown land. It is a matter 
that does need improvement • If the Legislative Assembly had any 
final aU,thorityand power ,with regard to agricultural functions, 
it would give some early attention to this matter. 

1024 Mr ROBERTSON to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

Is he able to provide any details of the Government's new home 
savings grant scheme? 

I believe comprehensive details of this scheme were tabled yester­
day in the Senate. I only have scant information that has been 
relayed to me in a discussion with 'Senator Kilgariff. The 
interesting point that I have is that a $2,000 full grant will 
be made available ,for first homes and it is interesting to note 
that it will also now be available to single people and with no 
age limit. It will be backdated to 1 January and it will be 
based on a $1 grant for every $3 saved providing those savings 
are held in an acceptable form., I believe there is also some 
arrangement where people 'have saved other amounts in shorter 
terms, that is, perhaps if there was a $4,000 savings in 2 years 
then a grant ,of $1,333 would be made available. The scheme that 
has been carried on for a number of years has helped some 
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350,000 young Australians and up to last year a total amount of 
$167m had been made available. Tbe Federal Govermnent.'s new 
scheme will provide benefits 3 t.fm.es gJ:'eater than that p.rovided 
by ,the previous scheme and it: J is: ,currently estimat.ed that it 
wiM cost the Government in, the' ollcler of $90m peX' anJlmn. When I 
receive the comprehenSive detai1s., ,I will be: in" a position to 
make them available' to honourable members. 

1025 Hr Ev-ERINGHAMtoHr T~LING-

ANSWER 

Is he aware of any unsatisfactory sales activities in the Northern 
Territory by a Queensland real estate company called Rural Co­
operative Development Society LimIted? 

I am aware of what could be termed unsatisfactory sales activity 
if you take "unsatisfactory" to mean that the people have lost 
their dough. I had representations from some 5 peopleapprox­
imately a month ago 'with regard to the sales activities of tbis 
company in the Northern Territory., I contacted the Queensland 
Treas,urer, Sir Gordon Chalk. and'sought additional information. 
He has advised me that '2 companies are involve.cl. the Rural Co­
operative Development Society Limited ancl' Condamine Country 
Estates p·ty. Limited. He haS advised me that both companies are 
presently in liquidation' and are 2' of a number of companies 
which are the subject of a sPEl,cial iJlvestigation by' Hr J. 
MacCrossen QC who, is appointed bytbe honourable W.E. KJ!ox, 
Minister for Justice and Attorney-General pursuant to the Com­
paJlies Act in Queensland. An interim report has 1;leen submitted 
by the liquidators and this 'report indicates that there is a 
deficiency in funds of Rural Co-operative Development Limited of 
over $lm. Condamine Country Estates Pty. Limited is alleged to 
be hopelessly insolvent. The minister has also advised that 
Rural Co-operative appears to have no assets and although 
Condamine Country Estates has real estate assets at Millmerran 
these assets are subject to a mortgage to a building society and 
t.he compaJlY has substantial creditors. The full extent of 'the 
activities' of these companies wi.ll be known once the special 
investigation has been completed and more detailed information' 
will become available at that stage. 

1026 Mr'WITHNALL to Mr POLLOCK -

ANSWER 

Is he able to report to the ,Assembly the present position concern­
ing the battle which the medi.cal officers and nurses at the 
Darwin Hospital have 'been carrying on for months now to have 

'their salaries raised to those appropriate in other parts of 
Australia? 

In relitioJl to nurses first, the Royal Australian Nursing Federa­
tion's case in relation to their claims for improved wages and 
cOJlditions, is presently proceeding before a Deputy Arb;i.trator, 
Mr Watson. ,MX' Watson took evidence iJl Darwin between 16 and 19 ' 
Ml:\rch and,iJl AliceSprings between 22 and 25 March. The caSe .is 
continuing and there will. be further hearings in Melbourne where 
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a decision is expected later this month or early in May. With 
respect to medical officers, I am advised that the full bench of 
the ArbitratiQn Commission 'on Tuesday commenced hearings and 
there was a change' of ground by the Medical Officers \Asso-' 
eiation. ,In consequence of that, "the matter was referred back 
to a public service arbitrator, Mr Taylor, in relation to a time 
table. In cOnsequence to further discussion yesterday and some 
difference of opinion, I bel:i.eve, as to procedures and SQ forth, 
the matter has been returned to the full bench'for..hearing this 
morning. This matter is proceeding at the' moment, but I would 
advise the honourable member and the House that the Medical 
Officers Association has, in recent weeks, and particularly at 
this current hearing, changed its ground, considerably and this 
is complicating the processing of the case, However, it is in 
hand and it is hoped. that an early decision will be reached 
because, as the honourable member and others are aware, it is 
quite imperative to the medical service of the Northern 
Territory that this matter is resolved and we are able to, 
recruit and keep in the Territory medical service the medical 
officer$ that we need. 

1027 Mr BALLANTYNE to Mr TUXWORTH -

ANSWER 

Has the Northern Territory Tourist Board found a replacement 
the'recently r·esignedboardmember from . Nhulunbuy? If so, 
the replacement be from among the citizens of Nhulunbuy? 
not, when will the replacement be'made7 

for· 
will 

If 

I would say that the Northern Territory Government Tourist Board 
has a.policy of maintaining representation from every centre 
wherever it is possible, As a result of the resignation of 
'Mr Baxter from Nhulunbuy recently, investigations are now in 
hand as to who maybe a suitable successor to him. I am not 
aware of the exact date on which any. appointment. will be made, 
but I can assure the honourable member that it will be as soon 
as possible •. 

1028 Mt VALE to Mr RYAN-

ANSWER 

Can he advise what the present position 
ment and reconstruction of theStuart 
hills north of Alice Springs and 
Stuart Highway between Smith. Street 
Springs? 

is concerning the realign­
Highway through the foot. 
the reconstruction of the 
and Woods Terrace in Alice 

The situation' with regard to the realignment and upgrading of the 
road through Alice Springs remains the same as it did I think 
I have answered questions with regard to other sections of the 
highway which are not contained in the'upgrading, The second 
3-year program· as I think everybody is aware, never had funds' 
made available after it was approved by the Federal Government 
last October and it ls presently amongst the jobs which are 
deferred. Hopefully, money will be made available in the next 
financial year to go ahead with the job. I could say that the 
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planning ,for the A1ice Springs hill section of the road has been 
done and it, is well up on priprity so should money become avail­
able to proceed with the second 3-year program to upgrade the, 

i' Stuart Highway and Bark1y ,Highway" the Alice "Springs 'hill will 
" ,get, top priority. With regard to. the section of road in Alice 

Springs, I alll unable to answer that question,:I 'will attempt to 
get the information and pass it on' to the honourable member 
after these sittings. 

1028A ANSWER TO QUESTION -

Mr RYAN (by leave) ,: ,The. honourable member for Stuart asked me a 
question yesterday about the 'railway, between Port, Augusta and 
A1ice Springs. I have been advised that the rail line will be 
opened on 5 April. 

1029 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS -

ANSWER 

Who is carrying out the duties of Administrator while the Acting 
Administrator is in Canberra? 

I do not know who the actual person is who is doi,ng this but I 
shall endeavour to find out and 'advise the honourable member 
later today. 

1030 Mr MANUELL to Dr LETTS -

ANSWER 

Is he aware of the progress of the plans to purchase the A1ice 
Springs abattoir by a southern consortium? 

I am aware that some negotiations are taking place and, having had 
an indication from the honourable member that he might ask this 
question, I have endeavoured to find out whether any information 
is available that could be made 'known publicly, I have not 
been able to get any such information as yet, but I believe that 
I may be able to get some during the course of the day and, if 
so, I'wi1l pass it on to him. 

1031 Mrs LAWRIE,to Mr POLLOCK-

ANSWER 

In his official capacity, has he had consultations 
either the Northern or Central Land Councils 
proposed Aboriginal 1and,rights legislation and, 
prepared to state the views of those councils? 

recently with 
regarding . the 
if so is, he 

My consultations with these bodies has only been in relation to 
the Aboriginal land delegation committee from this Assembly last 
year. In recent times I have not spoken with these bodies 
directly or discussed the matters with them at all. 
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1032' Mr DONDAS to Mr PERRON -

ANSWER 

Is it true that water service connections were free until 3D March 
19761 Is so. 'd,id the department administering wate·r c'onnections 
advise·the'public that.the·water service ,connections wel1e to be 
no longer free· as of 3.0 March· 19'76 and' tha1tafeeof $6 would be' 
charged as of 31 March 19;76.1 Uthe public was notaqVlsed. why 
not? 

The situation is. nO.t ent:i:relyas outlined by the honourable member' 
for Casuarina. The situation basically has not changed from 31 
March. The situat:l.on is that block owners whohad'meters re­
moved' either as a result of damage during the cyclone or as a 
result of' damage during the clean-up of Darwin program can have 
reconnection at virtually any time free of charge. But if the 
block concerned did not have water connected to it prior to the 
cyclone or if the water was disconnected at; the owner's request 
for any reason whatso.ever. then a normal connection fee of $6 
applies. That situation for the moment and for the foreseeable 
future will remain as such. 

10'33 MrEVER1NGHAM to Mr POLLOCK-

ANSWER 

1 have a further question following , up on my question yesterday 
morning when he . advised that certain pensioner patients we·re 
being charged $20 a day in the Darwin Hospital, I preface my 
question to him by reading an extract from Hansard of Thursday 
19 June 197'5 where he said: "All patients will be provided with 
free hospital care but patients who elect to be treated by a 
private doctor of their choice will be ·charged the prescribed 
amount for' their accommodation and maintenance and will be 
nursed in the intermediate beds. Maternity patients are to be 
exempt from the provision. They will be nursed in standard beds 
and they will be able to continue under the care of the private 
doctor of their cho.ice." .Further on: "1 am also assured by the 
Department of. Health. by Dr·Gurd. the Director. that pensioners 
are to be treated in the Northern Territory hospitals on the 
same basis as maternity cases even though this is not provided 
for in black and white here." Is it not a fact' that the 
executive member conveyed to this House an undertaking by the 
Director of Health that charges would not be levied against 
pensioners in the Darwin Hospital who preferred to use the 
private doctor of their choice? 

The situation in relation to maternity cases and pensioners is 
exactly the· same. As I ,related to the House yesterday, pen­
sioners can be treated at the Darwin Hospital by their private 
doctor at no bed cost to them provided the private doctor enters 
an agreement with the hospital. The situation is exactly the 
same for:maternity cases. This is part of the .who1e Medibank 
scheme in Australia which. at that time. we had to accept. 
Maternity Cases that go to hospital can be treated by their 

,.private practitioner but that private doctor must have entered 
an agreement with the hospital in relation to the payment of his 
fees. 
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1034 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING -

ANSWER 

What plans have the Darwiri Reconstruction COllDllission in hand to 
provide additional caravan parks in the Darwin area and does the 
DRC intend that. these caravan parks be constructed to at least 
the standard provided in the Caravans Ordinance? If not. why" 
not? 

The Darwin Reconstruction COllDllission has turned its attention to 
caravan parks continually at every meeting, The recent actions 
have been. to encourage private developers t,o establish new cara­
van parks. With regard to stand.ards, there is apparently a 
survey going on to see whether the', Queensland and, in 
particular, \the Townsville code, would be adaptable as suitable 
standards for convenants on any new caravan park leases, That 
is not yet completed and it is' being looked at in association 
with the Caravan Parks Ordinance to ensure that adequate 
standards are maintained. I believe that the Northern Territory 
Housing ,CollDllission has also indicated to the Darwin 
Reconstruction Commission that it is keen to receive a grant of 
land to establish a caravan park, The Darwin City Corporation 
has also indicated that it is interested in extending the 
facilities at its Mindil Beach caravan park, I foresee 
continuing problems witl1regard to caravan parks in the Darwin 
area because of the fact that over 3,000 caravans have come into 
Darwin since the cyclone and, as home sites are rehabilitated. 
it is natural that these caravans. particularly those people who 
wish to use them as permanent· dwellings, will look 'for 
alternative sites. I do ,not ,see any easy answers, I think it 
has got to be a matter of co-operation between the 
Reconstruction Commission, private enterprise, the Government 
and local government. 

1035 Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREW -

ANSWER 

Can she advise me whether the present inadequate. buildings at 
~ightc1iff Primary School are to be upgraded or whether, in 
fact. the mooted new school will go ahead? 

Yesterday afternoon. we were visited by a building supervisor from 
the Department of Education and he advise4 us that repairs will 
be effected illDllediate1y to the current buildings .that make up 
Nightcliff Primary School. He did quote a figure of over 
$200.000 worth of repairs .that are needed illDllediate1y, He said 
that a new ~choo1' for Nightc1iff was on the drawing boards and 
work would be cOllDllenced on it probably in the 1977-78 financial 
year. 

1036 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING -

As it is obvious that a new Nightc1iff Primary School has been 
r.ecollDllended by the Department, is' he able to advise at this 
stage whether or not the Darwin Reconstruction Commission has 
accepted that advice and recollDllended that the new school be 
built? . 
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ANSWER 

It is not proper for me to indicate fully the preliminary details 
of figures with regard to, •. forwardbudget. planning. .1 am pre-

.pared to say that the matter of the Nightcliff . Primary School " 
has been brought before the Darwin Reconstruction Commission and 
the ,comments indicated by the executive member for Education and 
Law with regard to the repair requirements of the school have 
been carefully considered and put forward. With regard to the 
establishment of a new school, there has been a degree of 
controversy between the Education Department advis.ers and the 
technical staff of the· Darwin Reconstruction Commission and I am 
not aware that there has yet been any resolution between those 2 
bodies. I have, however, noted .the comment of. the Executive 
Member for.Education and Law that the Education Department would 
like to see it commenced in the 1977-78 financial year. 

1037 Mr DONDAS to Mr TUXWORTH -

ANSWER 

Could he give details to the House of activities planned by the 
Darwin Tourist Promotion Association for its "Back to Darwin 
Week 1978"1 

The Darwin Tou~ist Promotion Association has embarked' on a very 
aggressive and most enlightened program to encourage tourists 
back into Darwin in the year 1978. To do this. it has centred 
its activities on people who were formerly, in Darwin before the 
cyclone and those who had a very active part in the reconstruc­
tion and the clean-up of Darwin after the cyclone. The Tourist 
Promotion Association will be encouraging social groups such as 
the CWA and other womens' organisations, Apex. Lions Clubs. the 
various church organisations, Greek, Italian and Chinese 
communities to visit Darwin during this period in 1978 in the 
month of May. This will coincide with the school holidays in 
all States. With this, the Tourist Promotion Association is 
working hand in hand with industry to have caravan tours, 
package tours with both airlines and bus companies and with aero 
clubs and many other companies. 

One other aspect that the Tourist Promotion Association is very 
keen to encourage is a strong participation on the part of the 
armed' forces. The armed. forces playe,d a tremendous role in the 
clean-up of Darwin and there would undoubtedly be many people 
who worked at that time who would like to come back to see the 
improvement. Of course, all armed forces displays are of great 
public interest and attraction. The Tourist Promotion Associa­
tion is'now working towards encou,raging industry, particularly 
the airline and motel industry, to· reduce their prices for 
package tours so that the overall cost _.of returning to Darwin 
will be within the reach of southern citizens. 

1038 Mr MANUELL to Miss ANDREW -

I am led to believe there are some policemen who have been noted 
on duty without weari.ng numbers and I ask whether in fact it is . 
intended that policemen will have numbers on their new uniforms? 
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ANSWER 

It was felt by the Commissioner of Police that the uniforms should 
be >top priority and must be got 'to the 'Territory as ,soori as 
possible. I.t was, discovered that, these un;lfoX)DS did ,not ,have 

'numbers on tltem. Rather than send them back and start all ov~r 
again,'he decided that he,would allow the policemen to be issued 
uniforms without numbers. 

Mr Tuxworth: What happened to the old ones? 

Miss ANDREW: They fell off the old uniforms because they were so' 
old. 

It seems unlikely that the practice of wearing numbers will be re­
sumed. However, no definite decision has been taken. 

1039 Mr'ROBERTSON to Miss ANDREW -

ANSWER 

Is she able to ' advise if it is, planned to re-establish the dis­
banded Special Branch of the Northern Territory Police Force? 

>The Special Branch was disbanded when Senator Murphy,was Attorney­
General. It was operating under an old charter and it had the 
right to look into industrial matters and communism and other 
bogies. It was replaced about 4 months later by a Crimes 
Intelligence Section dealing with the criminal aspect especially 
and almost al matters concerned with the Special Branch. It is 
still 'in operation. 

1040 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr RYAN (by leav~): The honourable member for Nhulunbuy yesterday 
asked me a question concerning airmail services to Borroloola. 
I have been in touch,with the District Postal Manager and he has 
informed me that there is an airmail service from Darwin. There 
is no airmail service from Mount Isa. Gulf Transport no longer 
carries excess mail; they apparently" did in the past. So 
currently, Borroloola'has one mail service. the airmail service 
from Darwin. ' 

1041 ANSWER TO QUESTION 

Mr TAMBLING (by leave): The honourable member for,Nightcliff ask­
ed for details in connection with unused caravans in Darwin. I 
am advised by the, Department of the Northern 'Territory that 
there are 63 caravans in store. About 20 of these require 
repair. There are 31 caravans sited and awaiting power 
connection. There are 13 demountables awaiting the connection 
of services. The department has also, advised that all the units 
in' store are earmarked for the Housing Commission although the 
Department of the Northern Territory has a right to them if 
required. 
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