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Comparative chart

Relationship between offences charged, persons charged , and persons received in prison for

methamphetamine offences

Methamphetamine Offences: Offences charged. Persons charged and Prisoner receptions
12-month rolling sums
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Methamphetamine offences include offencesofimport/export, supply, possession, production or use of a drug identified as methamphetamine (including

methylamphetamine).



Methamphetamine Offences and Drug Testing -1

Adult receptions for methamphetamine offences
12-month rolling sum
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The chart shows the number of receptions into an adult correctional facility (sentenced or remand) where the prisoner was identified as having one or more

methamphetamine offences in their current charges/convirtions. Each point shows the total number received in the last 12 months. E.g. in the 12 months ending

May 2015, there were 158 receptionsof adult prisoners for methamphetamine offences in the Northern Territory, Methamphetamine offences include offences

of import/export, supply, possession, production or use of a drug identified as methamphetamine (including methylamphetamine). Some prisoners with

methamphetamine offences may not have been identified; these results should be considered preliminary atthis stage.



Methamphetamine Offences and Drug Testing - 2

Results of Amphetamine and Methamphetamine Testing in Correctional Episodes
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This chart shows the percentage of all tests administered during a corrective episode that returned a positive result for amphetamine or

methamphetamine. Each point represents the percentage of tests administered in the last 12 months, not just the month shown, to better identify

underlying patterns. E.g. 2.1% of the tests administered in the 12 months ending April 2015 returned a positive result for methamphetamine. Note
that the number of tests administered has increased over this time as well. Tests with an outcome of "Dilute-retest" or "Due to Medication" have

been excluded, as were those that did not test for methamphetamine/amphetamine, or for which results have not been received. No

standardisation for number of tests per individual per time period has been made, and different types of tests are included. Results should be

considered exploratory at this stage.



Anecdotal and Observed
Lack of measurable data

Availability & purity is on the increase
Violence and psychotic episodes are the
extreme manifestation of ice use
Linkage between crime and drug dependency
Distribution of ice involves organised crime as
well as the exploitation of young and vulnerable
)ersons

Noticeable increase in number of youth entering
detention centres who use 'ice' over past 3
years- observation of withdrawal symptoms.
J3one from 'rarely' to 'significant' in past 3 years



Anecdotal and Observed
Lack of measurable data

Residual effects of long-term use - young

people don't "appear to go back to

normaF(impact on cognitive development)

Inter generational impact (becomes

normalised behaviour)

Challenging and complex behaviours

(violence, psychoses, self-harm, lack of

motivation, unpredictable)



Trends

Ice is being used by younger cohort

Ice is more available and number of 'cooks' is
Increasing

Negative impacts are becoming more evident

Poly-drug abuse

Offence types for youth entering detention
centres have changed over past 10 years

Severity of offences increasing and link to drugs
apparent over the past three years



What we know
and Case studies

Community Corrections

Unable to provide any statistical information on ice usage

Urine testing does detect methamphetamine consistently

Correctional Operations

Currently 12 in Alice Springs sentenced for meth-related offences since January 2015

One prisoner on Sentenced to a Job tested positive for methamphetamine and removed from the program in the
last 6 months

Youth Justice

Since 2014, 90-100% of admissions into the Don Dale Youth Detention Centre (DDYDC) self reported 'ice' use

Ice is not a major issue at the Alice Springs Youth Detention Centre with only 3 youth self-reporting ice use upon
reception (with no ongoing concern)

The 16-17/8 year old age group typically self report ice use

Increasing evidence emerging that 13-14 year olds are reporting ice use

Youth detention staff report (anecdotal) noticeable increase in offending patterns to finance ice use

Staff note evidence of significant physical deterioration for detainees returning to detention (e.g. 70kg youth
returned at 50kg in weight)

Recent admissions into DDYDC acknowledged small amounts being used but costing $50-100 over several days

In a recent 3 month period 10 detainees received into DDYDC were exhibiting what is feared to be ice withdrawal
symptoms



Case Study 1

Patrick is a 16-year-old Aboriginal male, born in Darwin. He was raised by his mother in the Palmerston area, and
has never met his father. It has been reported that Patrick's mother consumed large amounts of alcohol during her
pregnancy with him. Patrick has six siblings, who share the same mother, but have different fathers. Patrick's early
childhood experience was characterised by family violence, parental substance use, and physical and emotional
neglect. Patrick has the reading age of a 10-year-old, and has recently been diagnosed with a depressive illness,
following several instances ofself-harm in detention. Patrick enjoys doing art and sport activities. He has many
talents in these areas, and won an art prize one year ago, when a teacher encouraged him to enter his drawings in
a competition.

Patrick was placed in the care of the Department of Children and Families when he was 10 years old. He has had
over 12 placements in DCF accommodation; however, he regularly absconds from these placements and often
returns to his mother.

Over the past two years, Patrick has been regularly picked up by the police wandering the streets at night. The
police have also found him sleeping in parks and public areas. He committed his first offence at the age of 12
years, when he broke into a school with older peers. Since this time, Patrick has been convicted of over 50
property crimes and more than 40 motor vehicle offences. This is his fifth episode in detention. Patrick has never
been convicted of a violent offence, however, recently, when he was received into detention, he seriously
assaulted a youth justice officer, who was hospitalised as a result of his injuries.
During an interview after the staff assault, Patrick reported large amounts of methamphetamine use prior to his
incarceration. He reported some experience of auditory hallucinations and feelings of paranoia. On detention
reception, Patrick was also observed to have lost a significant amount of weight compared to his last admission,
and he appeared confused and agitated to staff. He stated that he had commenced using "ice" two months prior,
and had engaged in criminal activity to fund his drug use. He denied a significant history of substance use, apart
from some sporadic alcohol and cannabis use with friends. Patrick stated that he used "ice" with his friends. He
reported that he enjoyed using it as it made him feel "so good" and "like I could do anything". Patrick identified that
"ice" use reduced his depressive feelings and provided him with a social activity that connected him to others. He
stated that he did not wish to address his methamphetamine use issues and was planning to use "ice" when he
was released from custody.
Patrick engaged in further aggressive behaviour towards staff and other detainees during his detention period.
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Case Study 2

Ruby is a 15-year-old Aboriginal female. She was born in Katherine and spent most of her childhood in Darwin.
Ruby was raised by her grandmother, as her mother experienced significant mental health issues, in addition to
substance use problems. Ruby's father died when she was an infant. Ruby has experienced early childhood
trauma including multiple instances of sexual abuse. She has engaged in self-harm behaviour from the age of five
years, and has often been placed "at risk" in detention and in the community, for tying ligatures around her neck
and cutting her body. There have been a range of services involved in Ruby's life since early childhood including
welfare services, mental health services and outreach services.

Ruby has responded to very few of these services. Ruby has^ long history of problematic alcohol and cannabis
use. She has reported using volatile inhalants on occasions. Ruby is often targeted by older males. She has had
several "older" boyfriends and identified that many of her offences were committed in their company.

Ruby has been in detention on six occasions for offences ranging from stealing and property damage, to
possession of illicit substances. Staff know Ruby as a bright, friendly, engaging young person. She has performed
well in school when she attends. She has excelled at sporting activities both in and out of detention.
Recently, Ruby's grandmother passed away. Ruby was living with an older male at the time, which she identified
as her boyfriend. She reported that he offered her "ice" as "he said it would make me feel better".
Ruby stated that using "ice" made her feel better for a while, but when she stopped using it, she felt depressed,
suicidal, and scared. Ruby reported that she used more "ice" to get rid of these feelings, and ended up having sex
with several of her partner's friends, in order to "pay for it". Ruby's mental health deteriorated further and she
attempted suicide. She was admitted to hospital for one night, however, discharged the next day as she told staff
she was "fine" in order to "get more ice".

As a result of Ruby's recent substance use behaviour, her parole order was revoked and she was re-sentenced to
detention. Staff who knew Ruby observed a significant deterioration in her physical appearance and mental health.
She presented as aggressive, irritable and teary. Ruby spat on a staff member and became involved in several
physical altercations with other female detainees. Ruby recently told her caseworker that she felt "hopeless" and
"worthless".
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Solutions/Recommendations

Drug testing of all prisoners and detainees upon
reception (non-punitive)

Drug testing in police watch houses

Information sharing to increase understanding of
the issue and increase access to treatment
services

Appropriate mental health staff, particularly child
and adolescent mental health staff to service
prisons and detention centres

Increased education for staff and
prisoners/detainees
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