PART II'

THE QUESTION PAPER

Questions are printed in numerical order

Anindex to questions appeiars at the end of Part I1



QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

20 MrMacFARLANE to Dr LETTS—

Is the Animal Industry and Agriculture Branch promotmg the sale and /or use of Townsvﬂle Stylo to African
countries?
ANSWER
The Animal Industry and Agriculture Branch is aware of experimental work being conducted in the
Sahelian region of Africa with several species of stylo leguminous pastures, A-prominent Northern Terri-
tory farming advisor has been seconded to both private and international consultancy agencies to carry
out this work south of the Sahara in several of the new African nations. He has indicated the prospects for
providing stylo seed to this area and would no doubt promote Northern Territory seed if adequate stocks
of the required varieties were available from local producers
23 MrKENTISH to Dr LETTS—
Following the tabling of the report of the Select Committee on Rural Land Settlement, what steps has the
Australian Government taken to arrange a final settlement w1th the pilot farmers and when is it expected
that the matter will be finally résolved?

ANSWER ‘ ‘ -
The main problem in reaching a settlement with the pilot farmers is that one farmer wishes to leave his block
and one wants to stay. Thus two equal offers must be made to each farmer at the same time; an offer to sur-
render the lease with compensation fortime and money invested if a farmer chooses to leave and an offer .
to remain on the lease with a restructured debt which can be serviced from expected income. Budget
studies on this latter proposition have indicated that a cattle breeding and fattening operation alone is
barely viable. However, the efforts of one-farmer in diversifying into cropping with a measure of success
over the past two years will improve the viability.
In view of the above it is expected to finalise negotiations with the farmers in the next twoto three months,
64 MrKILGARIFF to Mr POLLOCK —
In view of the increasing problems associated with the consumpuon of liquor in the Territory, what action
has been taken—
(a) toset up a Liquor Commission;
(b) _to review the types of liquor licences;
(c) toreview the hoursof trading under various licences; and
(d) tosetup overnight shelters and detoxification units? _
2. How many licences to sell liquor are current in Alice Springs; what are the different types of licenses and._
how many are there of each?
3. What'is the minimum amount of liquor that can be sold under each licence?
4. How many licences of each type were granted in Alice Spnngs in'1973,1974 and 1975?
ANSWER

1.(a) The Minister for the Northem Territory has agreed in principle to the establishment of a Liquor
Commission. This advice was forwarded to the Pres1dent of the Leglslatlve Council for the Northern
Territory on 11 June 1974.

(b) (c) and (d) Unfortunately action to implement the Minister’s decision lapsed after the cyclone but it
is now being re-activated. Certain aspects of the report of the Board of Inquiry which recommended, :
amongst other things, the establishment of the Commission, are being considered with the spec1ahst
, recommiendations made by Dr Milner, consultant to the Government on alcohol and drug dependency

" problems.
2..52 licences current Alice Springs.
Publications -, . 3
Private Hotels B 4
Restaurants . . . . . . . . . .. .. . 12
Storekeepers ..-.- . . . .. . . ... 16
Clubs . 8
Liquor Merchants : 9
Total . . . ... ... .. .. 5
3.LiquorMerchants . . . . ... . . . . Minimum?2 galions
Allotherlicences . . . . . . . . . . Anyamount
4, ‘ : : 1973 1974 1975
* Publication. .. . . . . . . . . . .  Ni Nil Nil
PrivateHotel . . . - . . . . . . . . Ni 1 Nil
RoadsideInn . . .. . . . . .. 0 L. 1 2 Nil
Restaurant” “. - . . . ... . . . .00 1 1 Nil
LiquorMerchant = . . . . .o Lt 1 Nil Nil

WineLicence . . . ... . . . .. . . Ni Nil . Nil
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5. Licences pending—

Publicans

Private Hotel

Wine

Storekeepers

Figures quoted above current at 16 May 1975.

98 MrSTEELE toMr EVERINGHAM—
1. How many apphcatrons for assistance have been recelved by the Busmess Assrstance Committee?
2. Have any of the applications been approved?
ANSWER .
1. 300 applications have been received.
2. 82 applications have been approved.
. The-above figures apply as at 30 April 1975.
126 Mr MacFARLANE to Miss ANDREW—

*1.Ts it a fact that Katherine power house is in disrepair, hasno engineer, two of its generating sets are out of
action and the remaining two operate at only 70% capacity?

P What is proposed to be done to upgrade the power house and when?
ANSWER ' :

1. Certain problemys have arisen due to the late commissioning of the No. 6 set at Katherine, requiring post-
ponement of maintenance on some-sets. However, statements that the power station is in a state of disre-
parr cannot be supported.

The five (5) sets at present installed are available and in reasonable condition although some maintenanceis
outstanding, Each sét would be capable of at least 85% of its site rating and this figure could be expected to
improve as outstanding maintenance is completed. The commrssromng of the No. 6 set in May 1975 will.
facilitate the additional maintenance required.

Itis not proposed to employ a professronal engineer to run the Katherine Power Station.

2. The installed capacity of the Katherine Power Station will be increased by 1.7 MW with the commission-
ing of the No. 6 setin May 1975 and by the commissioning of a further 2 MW setin May 1976.1t is antici-
pated that this expansion of the station will meet Katherine needs to early 1979.

2129 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK —
Further to the answer given to qiiestion 60—
(a) how many Aboriginals or other health workers have undertaken the 2 year trammg course;
(b) for how long was Rita Bapi trained, and did she qualify to use simple medicines; and
(c) inthe?2 year tralmng course are any other subjects taught and, if so, what are they?

ANSWER .
(a) The Health Worker Training Programme began in July 197 3 The course is of 2 years duratron None
have yet graduated. There are 31 students in training.

(b) The Health-Worker referred to in the question commenced training in November 1974 and has had
the first;6 one-month instruction sessions in Darwin. The first session is largely of an introductory
nature, Apart from minor dressmgs, omtments etc. she would not yet be expected to dispense medi-
cines.

(¢) The curriculum for the training program is:

— et kot

Diseaseand disability .- . . . . . . . . .0 o0 L oL L 15%

* Growth and development . . . e e o e 15%
‘Environment and environment change e e e e e e 15%
Culture, culture change and.conflict. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 15%
Familyhealth -~ . . . . .o . . . . 000 oL L 10%
Adults—life and work. . . . . e e e e e 0%
Communjcation—groups and communmes N (1)
Resources and sources e e s o e e e 10%

150 MrMacFARLANE to DrLETTS—~ = .
_ What aspects of decentralisation does the Country Liberal Party support?
ANSWER

The Country Liberal Party supports decentralisation of population to solve the overcrowdmg problems
characteristic of our larger cities, for decentralisation of industry for balanced economic growth, decentra-
lisation of administration to give people rapid public service, and decentralisation of government so that
electors can be inclose contact with their representatrves
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We believe that effective decentralisation in the Northern: Territory.in all these. fields depends on consti-
tutional development with transfer of executive powers to an elected legislature so that Territorians can
make decisions affecting decentralisation. .
153 . Mr MacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK—

An Aboriginal, Mr Yogi Kelly was reported on the ABC news service of 20 February, as havmg 1mper-'
sonated a police officer for the purpose of obtaining spirits—on what grounds was this man classified as-an
Aboriginal?

ANSWER

An Aboriginal is defined as a person of Aboriginal descent, e1ther in whole or in part who 1dent1ﬁes himself
as such and who is accepted by the Aboriginal community as such. The Department of Aboriginal Affairs
accepts this definition in the implementation of Government policies particularly dirécted towards the Ab-
original community. Mr Yogi Kelly was: not dassified by that Department as an Aboriginal and is not
aware if he mieets the criteria contained in the definition feferred to above.

The statement ‘that Mr Kelly was an Aboriginal' was made during an appeal against the séntence: The
grounds for this statement are not known.
154 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK —
1. How'many of the Abongmal Justices of the Peace appointed recently by the Government are literate?

2. How many had convictions recorded against them pnor to thelr appointments and what were the details
ineach case? :

ANSWER ,
1. All the recently appointed Aboriginal J ustices of Peace are literate.’

2.1t is not the practice to provide any recoid’ of any convictions which a person may have outside the
requirements of a Court. - :

155 MrMacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK—

1. Now that Abongmal oommumty aréas have been established at Urapunga, Roper Valley, Hodgson:
Downs, anid Elsey, has the general health of the communities improved?

2. Are the health facilities and general conditions at these places comparable with those avallable to the
Wattie Creek commumty" .

" ANSWER

1. No significant changes have been recently observed in the health of the people at Urapunga, Rovper Val-
ley; Hodgson Downs and Elsey, but such changes are not easy to measure.

2. The Wattie Creek community has the advantage of being sitnated close to the larger community at Wave
Hill Settlement which has a permanent health centre:

The Elsey community is visited weekly from the Katherine Community Health Centre. Urapunga has access
to the health centre at Roper River which is 20 miles away. There is a subsidised nursing sister at Hodgson
Downs. Roper Valley, Hodgson Downs and. Urapunga are offered visits by the Aerial Medical Service
and are also visited by sisters with the moblle health clinic, currently based at Roper Valley

156 MrMacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK —

1. Doés the Government have plans to-make the Katherine hospltal an area hospital catenng for centres
southto Elliott, east to the Queensland border and west to Kunnunurra? ) :

2. Will aerial medical services for the region be conducted from Katherme"
3. If there are plans, when will they be put into eﬂ‘ect"
ANSWER

1. The Katherine hospital is already an area hospital and the general intention is to build up its resources as a
medical centre for the surrounding rural areas.

2. and 3. Acrial Medical planes are based on Darwin because of maintenance requirements but these planes
douse and will continue to use Tindal Airport for the provision of routine services to the Katherine area.

At present the Queensland border area including the Borroloola district i is serviced by aircraft based at
Gove. . )
159 MrMacFARLANE to Mt POLLOCK— ,
1. When will private and intermediate wards be provxded atthe Kathenne hospital?
2. When will telev1s1on receivers for the entertainment of patients and staff be installed at the hospital?
ANSWER : ’

- 1. There are no plans at the present tune to build private or intermediate wards at Katherine Hospltal How-
ever, intermediate beds will be desngned for Medibank purposes.

2. Television sets are already available at Katherine hospital for the entertamment of patlents and staff.
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160 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr TUXWORTH—
" Will the historical trees at Daly Waters and at Roper Bar be preserved and, if so, when?
ANSWER :
The Department of the Northern Terrrtory has no plans for I presume preservation of a historical tree at
Daly Waters and has no knowledge of a historical tree at Roper Bar.
162 MrMacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK—
1. What study has been made of the needs of children; particularly deprived children, in Katherine?
2. Have the YMCA or the YWCA been encouraged to take an interest in the youth of Katherine?
ANSWER

1. During 1973 and 1974 mvestrgatrons were held into ways and means to establish a satisfactory youth ser-
vice for Katherine and surrounding districts. Discussions were held with Katherine Action Group,
Katherine Citizens and Youth Club, Darwin YMCA, Department of Aboriginal Affairs, Department of
Education and Department of the Northern Terrrtory and it was agreed there was an urgent need for a
Youth Worker to belocated in the district.

2. Unfortunately it was not possible to proceed with filling of a position of Government Youth Officer during
1974, but action to re-advertise the position is being taken at-present. In addition, the YMCA has con-
sidered establishing an officer in Katherine but has been unable to proceed for financial reasons.

164 MrMacFARLANE to Mr TUXWORTH—
When will the road to.the Mataranka Pool from the Stuart: Highway and the road into the Mataranka erd
" Life Reserve be sealed?

ANSWER

Sealing of the Mataranka access road to 3.7 m is 1nc1uded on Development Roads Programme proposals for
1975-76 and, subject to budgetary considerations, work should commence during that year. .

165 MrMacFARLANE to Mr TAMBLING—

What further delay can be expected with the provision of reticulated electncrty at Mataranka, now that the
generator sets intended for the purpose are bemg used for pumpmg atDarwin River Dam?

ANSWER

Whilst one of the Dorman Diesels from the Mataranka Power Station was used for pumping at Darwin
River Dam, immediately following Cyclone Tracy, for a period of 5-6 weeks, it was not the cause for delay
to completion of the Mataranka Power Station. -

Dite to the closure of roads during the wet season, ceriain other supplies' have been delayed and this has
caused postponement of commissioning of the power station. It now is anticipated that the Diesel generat-
ing sets at the Mataranka Power Station are-expected to be commissioned in early June 1975,
166 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK —
Irefer to the January issue of “Bunji” and the article “Fred Fogarty Freed—Bunjr Lives” and ask—
» (a) - what is Fred Fogarty’s real name and natronalrty,
(b) has he been naturalized;
(c¢) hashe a criminal record and, if so, whatisit; -
(d) ishe aticket-carrying Communist; and :
(e)  was he freed because of héroism or simply because “ Fannie Bay Gaol crashed to the ground**?
ANSWER :

(a) Fredenck Stewart Fogarty. Born—Mlles, Queensland, 19 April 1931. Nationality: Australian by
birth.

. (b) Not applicable. ‘

(c) Information of this nature is always made avarlable toa Court which is dealmg with a particular per-
son, but otherwise it is not made public.

(d) asfarasisknownheisnota“ t1cket-carry1ng Communist”’.

(e) Mr Fogarty was included in a total of 22 prisoners released on 26 December 1974 under the auth-
ority of the Chief Stipendiary Magistrate.
The'decision was taken to release the prisoners in view of the security facilities available at that time
and was taken in the best interests of the commumty Selection was based mamly on length of sen-
tence remaining.
He was not singled out for special consideration but was included in a group released to ease the ac-
commodation problem of prison authorities.

171 MrMacFARLANE to Miss ANDREW—

Will hrgh voltage cables be placed underground in Darwin followmg the damage caused recently to exposed
cables?
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ANSWER

The Darwin Reconstruction Commission decided in principle at a recent meeting that all drstnbutron should
be placed underground. Consequently all new 11,000 volt primary distribution mains will be under-
ground and a programme for the undergrounding of existing 11,000 volt lines is being developed.

Transmission lines (i.e. 66,000 volt and hrgher) will remain as overhéad construction but designed to meet
cyclonic conditions.
174 MrMacFARLANE to Dr LETTS—

1. What was the total number of pubhc servants of‘all types, 1nc1ud1ng school teachers, in the Territory in
19747

2. How many dependants of public servants were in the Temtory in 19747
3. How many productive people are in the Territory now?
ANSWER

1. Accordrng to official Public Service Board statrstws, the total number of full-time Australian Pubhc Ser-
vice staff employed in the Northern Territory in December was 11,197. This figure would not include
teachers employed by the Commonwealth Teaching Service.

2.and 3. Tt is not possible to answer this part of the question.

175 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr EVERINGHAM —~
1. How many people in the Territory were charged with the offence of drunkenness in the 12 months preced-
ing thé removal of this particular offence from the statutes?
2. How many people have been charged with offences in which drunkenness was a oontrrbutmg factor in the
period since drunkenness was declared not to be an offence?
ANSWER . -
1. Number of people charged with the offence of drunkenness between 21 October 1973 and 21 October
1974: Males 5,261, Females 1,013, Total 6,274.

2. Statistics in relation to part 2 of the question are not maintained, therefore an answer cannot be supplied.

177 MrMacFARLANE to Mt TAMBLING— : :
1. Are the Commonwealth Hostels intended to house only Australian Government employees?
2. Isitintended to change the name to-Australian Hostels?

3. Will the Board of Directors, including Mrs Whitlam, inspect the substandard.facilities at the Katherine
Hostel?

ANSWER

1. Australian Government hostels in the Northern Tertitory which are now operated by Commonwealth
Hostels Limited are intended primarily to accommodate Australian Government employees. Other per-
sons are admitted when accommodation is available.

2. A change inthe company’s name is under consideration.

3. The Minister for Housing and Construction as well as Directors of Commonwealth Hostels Limited have
inspected Katherine hostel. The complete rebuilding of the hostel on a nearby site is proceeding: the first
new accommodation block was opened on2 March and oonstructron of a second accommodauon block is
well advanced. - s

178 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK —

Will the cafeterid in Block 8 Mitchell Street, Darwin, remain after the emergency is over.and, if so, is it
intended to repair the floor, upgrade facilities, install airconditioning, and then escalate pnces of merely
to repair the floor and leave conditions and prices as at present?

ANSWER -

The cafeteria in Block 8 Mitchell Street Darwin, was designed as Australian Government Food Serv1ce to
cater for Australian Government employees. Though incomplete, and damaged by Cyclone Tracy, it was
opened on 13 January 1975 at the request of the Department of Services and Property to provide an
emergency food service for the community. The cafeteria closed on 19 March 1975 after the requested.
period of emetgency operation had been completed, but pnmanly because of serious operational prob-
lems, particularly safety hazards to which staff were exposed.

Repairs are being affected to enable the cafeteria to operate at standards observed for Australian Govern-
ment Food Services. Such standards include pricing of meals to recover prescribed operating costs. It is
expected that when repairs are satisfactorily completed the Department of Services and Property will
reqiiest the Department of Labor and Immigration to operate the cafeteria through its food service section
as a normal Australian Government Food Service. .~

182 MrMacFARLANE to Mr TUXWORTH—
1. What long-term plans have been made for the drsposal of effluent at the Katherine Low Level Reserve?
2. When will the ranger at the Mataranka thermal pool be provided with standard accommodation?
-3, When will toilets, reticulated water and camping sites be available at Edith Falls?

N
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ANSWER
1. Connection to Katherine Sewerage System.
2:Ranger will be accommodated at Mataranka Townshrp when permanent posrtlon approved.
3. Attempts to obtain a suitable quote have been made for two (2) years. It is hoped to arrange 4 contract for
completion of work in 1975-76.
183 MrMacFARLANE to Mr TUXWORTH—
1. When will the Kintore Caves be developed to enhance the status of Katherine as a tourist centre"

2. What alternative is planned for the unsatisfactory licensed operation of the Sixteen Mile Caves Reserve
near Katherine?

3. Will a report on the Cutta Cutta caves be published following the 3 day visit to the caves by a Mr
Hamilton Smith? -

ANSWER

1. There are no plans.to develop Kintore Cavesin the near future as the demand is being met at Sixteen Mile
Caves. ‘

2. Itis proposed to appoint a Board Ranger.

3. Mr Hamilton Smith was a member of a group from the Australian Speleological Foundation which vrsrted
the caves'at the request of the Reserves Board. The group prepared a report on behalf of the Reserves
Board to assist in Management/ Development plans for the caves. It is not intended to publish this report.

: 188 MrMacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK — .

1. In view of the fact that Hodgson Downs s only 20 mlles from a development road, why was it necessary to
evacuate a sick child on 22 February 1975 by helicopter?
2. When will an aerodrome be established at Hodgson Downs or when will the Roper Valley-Hodgson
Road be upgraded to all weather standard? )
ANSWER -
1. Official records do not show any air evacuation on 22 February 1974. There was an evacuation on 22
February 1974. A helicopter was used because Hodgson Downs was inaccessible by road at that time.

2. The provision of an aerodrome on pastoral property is the responsibility of the owner. Advice and assist-
ance to do this is available from the District Airport Inspector, Air’ Transport Group, Department of
Transport, Darwin.

Access roads to pastoral propertles are provided to the standad of dry weather accessrbllrty for conventional
drive light vehicles.

The Roper Valley-Hodgson Downs Road will be graded dunng the 1975 dry season.

192 Mr MacFARLANE to Miss ANDREW—

Does the Department of Education recognise the need for nutrmonal supplements for depnved children
rather than just‘‘free lunches*’ and, if so, what does it intend to do to satisfy the need?

ANSWER
Under the administrative arrangements existing the need for nutritional supplements is one for consider-
ation by the Department of Health, the Department of Education and the Department of the Northern
Territory. .
Where it is indicated by a medical officer on health grounds that specral nutrmonal supplements are neces-

sary; these are provided. In the cases of families in necessitous clrcumstances direct assistance for the pro-
vision of meals is provided to the families as a whole.

In cases where a child or children are suffering because of parental neglect, direct interim assistance in the
provisionof .meals .is. made. At the 'same time. consideration of legal action agamst the parents is
undertaken : ;

194, Mr MacFARLANE to Mr RYAN——~

1. Has a new site for the King River bndge on the Victorian Htghway been chosen and, if so; when will ten-
ders be called and the new bridge built?

2.Ts the Dunmara—Top Springs road t6 be upgraded in view ofits frequent use as an alternative road to Vic- .
toria River Downs.and West Australia when the Victoria Hrghway is cut? .

ANSWER:

1. Two possible sites are being investigated for a new bridge over ng Rrver on the Victoria Highway. The -
projectis listed on the draft forward programme for 1976-77. . i

2. Major gravellmg inprovements on the Dunmarra—Top Springs section of the Buchanan Highway are
listed on the draft forward programme for 1977-78. Minor gravelling improvements are listed on the draft
1975-76 maintenance programme.
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196 MrMacFARLANE to Mr TUXWORTH—

1. What support can tourist operators in Katherine. expect from the Govemment or the Tourist Board by
way of the provision of facilities for the accommodatron of tounsts now that such facilities in Darwin are
“depléeted? :

2. Does the Government récognize the value-of tourism as the second most important industry in the Terri-
tory, and, to maintain this position, will the Government consider the provrslon of tent villages for tourists
at Howard Springs, Berry Springs and Batchelor? . .

ANSWER

1. So far as the Department of the Northern Territory is aware there has been no approach of the kind men-
tioned in the Question, to Government for assistance to the tourist industry in Katherine or elsewhere in
the Northern Tetritory outside Darwin.

2. Tf-an approach is made for provision of tent vﬂlages at such places as Howard Springs, Berry Springs and
Batchelor thls will be cons1dered
197 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr RYAN——

1.0n how many days since 25 December 1974 have Toad or rarl communications between Darwin and the
following places by the routes indicated been cut:

- (a) Katherine
‘(b) Kununurra via Top Springs
(c) Kununurravia Victoria Highway
(d) . Alice Springs via Stuan Highway -
(e) Adelaide B
(f) -MtIsa via Three Ways
(g) ‘MtIsa via Balbarini
(h) Longreach via MtIsa, and
) (i) Townsville via Mt Isa?
ANSWER

1. Road or rail commumcatrons have been cut between Darwin and the following ceritres since December
- 25 for the number of days stated—

(a)’ Katherine-Nil

(b) -Kumriutra via Top Springs—8 days

(c) 'Kunuaurr'a via Victoria Highway-—11 days:

(d) " Alice Springs via Stuart Highway—30 days

(e) Adelaide (sectionsin N.T. only)—30 days

(f) MtIsa via Balbarini—32 days

(g) Mt Isa via Three Ways—16 days :

(h) Longreach via Mt Isa (sections in'N.T.only)~16 days -

(i) Townsville via Mt Isa (sections in N.T. only)—16 days .
2. The following action has beén taken to reduce flooding oh the various sections-—

Proposals fora three year Improvement and Maintenance Pro, gram for the Stuart and Barkly Hrghways
have been prepared and are about o be submiitted to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public
- Works. These include proposals to substantially upgrade major stream crossings on these highways.

Work has already commenced on the Tarcoola to Ahce Springs standard gauge rail- link due for com-
plenon in approximately five years. .

- 199 MrMacFARLANE t6 Mr POLLOCK —.

1. How many Abongmal are there at the Rockhole >’ campin Katherine?
2. What area of land do these people desire, require or have title to?
3. Whatimprovements on:the land are envisaged? : .
4. What is the estimated cost of the proposed improvements;- -was a previous estimate varied and, if so, who
prepared the previous estimate and why was it changed" )
ANSWER :
The populatron of Aborrgmal people living at the “Rockhole” camp in Katherine varies between 50 t0'70
people.
The community (through the Kalano Commumty Association Inoorporated) have been granted title to an
area of 32 acres. Approval fo the transfer of title was agreed to'by Lands Branch in December 1974. This
area of land includes what is known as the “Rockhole” camp and extends from the main road down to

the river. Although this area does include an area of water frontage, it would not be considered prime
agricultural land.
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Improvements envisaged on this area are basically in the form of a housing programme. A Housing Associ-
ation has been formed aimongst the local residents and plans for the building of up to ten houses over a
three year period are well advanced. A consultant firm of architects have submitted house plans for aj
proval by the committee members of the Association. Also included in the programme are plans for the -
construction of a communal kitchen and communal ablution blocks. Itis also envisaged that at a later date
a vegetable farming project will be commenced. The estimated cost of the proposed 1mprovemnents is
$250,000. This is the initial estimate for this project.

203 Mr MacFARLANE to Dr LETTS—
1. Has the price of superphosphate and other fertilizers risen?
2. Has the bounty or subsidy been withdrawn?
ANSWER Ce o
1. The price of superphosphate and-other fertilizers has been rising over the last year due to the rock
phosphate price increase, manufacturing costs and removal of the bounty.

2. The national bounty'expued on 31 December.1974. The matter of a bounty has however been referred to
the Industries Assistance Commission for enquiry. The Northern Territory scheme of providing a subsidy
on the cost of the freight on superphosphate to the Port of Darwin was estimated on 1 July 1973.

204. MrMacFARLANE to Dr LETTS—

1. Wil facilities for loading and unloading double decker transports be incorporated into the Government
yard and dip at Elliott (and.other places)"

2. Will the Government insist that all cattle travelling to tick free areas or interstate are clean dipped before
‘loading so that they will not be held up at Government dips? .
ANSWER

1. At th1s stage provision for loading and unloading double decker transports is not being incorporated in the
construction of the new Government yard' at Elliott and is not being considered for other dip sites.
Although originally it seemed that there would be a need for this facility, which could still be added at a
later stage, discussions with transport operators have revealed a trend to double decker vehicles being
fitted internally with suitable loading ramps.

2. The suggestion would require all properties wishing to send cattle to tick free areas or interstate to have
their own dips for treating cattle before loading. Some pastoralists have this facility, in many cases it is one
of the covenants in-the pastoral lease and in all cases it is a facility which we recommend should be pro-
vided for proper animal husbandry on the property to control tick, a debilitating pest of cattle.

However it is not considered that the provision of dips on all properties both small and large should be
made compulsory at this stage. In so far as travelling stock are concerned the dipping of caitle under Ani-
mal Industry and Agriculture Branch supervision at strategically sited Government dips is proving to be
an effective method of controlling tick to provide clean dipping facilities under supervision where this is
required by.importing states.

208 MrMacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK~

1. Does the Betting Control Board recommend to the Administrator’s Counc11 the amounts to be distributed
to racing from the revenue of the Board?

2. Were the last amounts distributed decided upon by the current Administrator’s Council of by the previous
Council?

3. Were the recommendations by the Betting Control Board for Adelaide River, Pine Creek and Timber
Creek race clubs for much smaller sums than thosé allocated by the Administrator’s Council?

4, Are the sums to be received by Mataranka, Daly Waters, Larrimah, Katherine and Borroloola race clubs
alllower than those recommended by the Bettmg Control Board?

5. What expemse inracing does the Administrator’s Council possess?
ANSWER : :
1. Yes,

Section 94KD(2) of the Lottery and Gammg Ordinance, which is the relevant section, prov1des “The
proportion of the prescribed revenues of the Commonwealth that is payable to racing bodies undef the
last preceding sub-section shall be divided amongst such registered clubs within the meaning of Part V of
this Ordinance, and such companies, associations or other bodies of persons established for the purpose of -
promoting, conducting or controlling the sport of dog-racing, and in such proportions as the Adminis-
trator in Council, after consideration of the recommendations of the Board, determines.”

2. The distribution of prescribed Tevenue from the 1973-1974 financial year was determmed by the present
-Administrator’s Council. .

3. No.
4. No. .
209 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr RYAN—

‘Wil the Government consider the development of Tindal as a strategic base rather than rebuild the RAAF
* Base at Darwin on the grounds that Tindal is better located strategically; the provision of housing is easier
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and cheaper in Katherine; and the Government would have less complaints-about the disturbance to
residents occasioned by air exercises?
ANSWER
Optimum strategic disposition is a major factor in deciding location of deployments of defence forces, but
economic and other factors also apply. Despite cyclone damage, RAAF Darwin represents a significant
\ national investment and present plans provide for continued RAAF capability in this area. Should other
national considerations lead to a Government decision to re-locate Darwin airfield, the option of develop-
ment of the RAAF Base at Tindal will be fully assessed in conjunction with other options available.
210 ‘MrMacFARLANE to Mr TUXWORTH—

1.1 refer to the advertisement in the “Katherine Informer”” of 2 1 February for the supply of 3000 gallons of
water every 5 weeks for Cutta Cutta Caves and ask: is the water for the domestic.use of the ranger or for
public toilets?

2 What use is made of the bore reported in the Reserves Board Annual Report of 1974 as having been suc-
_ cessfully sunk?

3. Will accurate counts of visitors to the Katherine Gorge, Katherine Low Level Reserve, Mataranka Pool
Cutta Cutta Caves and Edith Falls be kept"
ANSWER

1. The advertisement for the supply of water was placed in the “Katherine Informer”’ by a Mr K. Guy, who
conducts tours to Cutta Cutta Caves on behalf of the lessee Mr Seidel. I presume water is for his own use
and not for public toilets. .-

2. Bore was sunk and equ1pped by Reserves Board and is used to supply water for public totlets and is avail-
able to lessee or representative of caves.

3. Itis not possible to count visitors to Katherine Gorge, Katherine Low Level, Mataranka Pool, Cutta Cutta
Cayes and Edith Falls until tickets for entry are issued. This is not being done at present.

211 MrMacFARLANE to Mr EVERINGHAM — .
L. tI:Ia:e any Aborigines been found to-be mfrmgmg the laws relatmg to h1re cars by transporting people for a
ee?
2. Was the recent accident which resulted in the death of Clancy Roberts caused by mechanical failure or a
““rust bucket”’? .
ANSWER
1. No reports or complaints have been received relating to hiring of cars by Aborigines for a fee.

2.'The accident in which Clancy Roberts was killed (4 March 1975) was caused when the vehicle which was
being driven by a Joe Doctor became uncontrollable when the deceased, who was a passenger, pulled at
the steering wheel and attempted to gain control of the vehicle (Roberts was alleged to have been
intoxicated ). The vehicle overturned and crushed Roberts. The vehicle wasa 1967 Valiant Station Sedan,
registered No. NT 96350, which is reported to have beenin a reasonable condition.

212 MrMacFARLANE to Mr EVERINGHAM —

1. Are Aborigines engaged in pastoral enterprises subject to the same laws with regard trespass, wrongful
branding, unlawful killing, etc. as other Australians?

+"2. Has the Stock Squad been instructed not to prosecute Abongmes accused of cattle stealing, unlawful kill-
ingand associated offences and, if so; what are the terms of the instruction?

ANSWER

Aboriginals engaged in pastoral enterpnses are subject to the same laws with regard to wrongful branding,
unlawful killing, etc. as other Australians.

With regard to trespass, Section 37(b) of the Crown Lands Ordinance states that all N.T. Pastoral Leases
must contain a reservation in favour .of Aboriginal inhabitants of the Northern Territory. Section 24(e)
defines this Teservation as the right to enter on any pastoral lease' for defined purposes: These purposes
include the nght of access to water and right to hunt indigenous species of animal life.

The police officer in charge of the activities of the Stock Squad has-advised that no special instructions have
been issued in matters relating to stock offences involving Abongmals
213 MrMacFARLANE to Dr LETTS~

Will research be carried out into 1mproved preservation of potatoes, onions, apples, oranges and other lines
to avoid losses due to detefioration without cold storage under Territory conditions?

ANSWER . _

There is a continuing programme of research into the technology of preserving fruit and vegetables by the
Division.of Food Research of the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation. Many
methods of storage, in addition to cold storage, are being exammed

214 MrMacFARLANE to Dr LETTS—
1, What are the prospects for the shlpment oflive cattle to South East Asiain1975?
2. What loading facilities are available of are to be made available?
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ANSWER -,
1. The prospects for the shipment of live cattle from Darwin to South East Asia in 1975 appear to be good.
An airlift of several hundred live slaughter cattle to Burnei has already commenced.

A number of enquiries have been received from prospective exporters and it is known that negotiations for
sales are taking place. It is too early to predict how many cattle might be exported by plane and ship in
1975 but figures in the order of 5000 to 20 000. seem possible at this stage. The longer term future of the
 trade however remains uncertain.
2. There are presently no permanent facilities at the Darwin wharves for the export of live cattle, but the
problem has been examined by a number of prospective shippers who seem satisfied that adequate load-
“ing arfangements can be made with cranes and éontairiers at the ship’s side. The loading operations will
be carefully observed by Department of Northern Territory officers and. Port Authority officials. If an
economic loading rate cannot be achieved and the trade appears to have reasonable prospects then other
arrangements will have to be oonstdered . ,

216 Mr MacFARLANE toDr LETTS—
Isita fact that there is no provision for extended credtt at concesstonal rates to rural industriés in the Terri-
tory?
ANSWER

The only credit presently avarlable to rural industries at concessronal rates is through the Rural Reconstruc-
- tion Scheme administered by the Primary Producers’ Board. Since that scheme was introduced; following
amendment to the Encouragernent of Primary Production Ordinance in December 1972, there have been
six applications for loans of which three have been approved and one not approved.”

Rural Recoristruction finance is primarily used to restructure existing debs at higher interest rates and pro-
vide some development capital where this is needed to increase the debt servicing capacity of the pro-
ducer. The interest rate for rural reconstruction finance is 4% %.

In addition, as stated by the Minister for the Northern Territory in a press statement of 21 April 1975 and
again in his second reading speech to the States Grants (Beef Industry) Bill on 21 May 1975 carry on
finance for beef producers is also available. Northern Territory beef producers will be able to obtain carry .
on finance on the same basis as the states at 4 % concessional interest rate. The carry on finance scheme
will be administered by the Primary Producers” Board and full details will be announced shortly.
223 MrMacFARLANE to Dr LETTS—

In view of the fact that poor communications east and south of Mt Isa led to a beer rationing situation’in'that

*“town and the same poor communications affect the supply of Darwin, will he enlist the co-operation of the
Queensland Government to'make a joint approach to the Australian Government for funds to seal to all-
weather standard the roads between Townsville and Mt Isa and between Longreach and Mt Isa?

ANSWER
Yes. T hdvealready made such an approach to the Queensland Government,

224 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK—

Before Christmas 1974, the Rural Health Sisters respons1ble for the Elsey Community Area stated that the
health of the Abongmal community had improved 100 per cent since their move to Duck Creek, T'ask: )

(a) whatis the general condition of the community fiow;

(b) how many children have been hospitalized since Christmas 1974;

(¢) how many children are hospitalized now; -

(d) .what was the nature of the complaints for which the children were hospitalized; .
{e) is the main cause of the illness suffered attributed t6 malnutrition; and - '

(f) will the Department of Abonimal Affairs ensure that ari appropriate amount from Social Security
payments is spent on food for the dependants of recipients?

ANSWER

(a) The People camped at Duck Creek have a similar pattern of health problems to that-encountered in
most Northern Territory Abongrnal communities.

(b) Tenchildren from this commumty have been hospltahzed since Christmas 1974
(¢) On3April 1974 one child from this community wasin hospital.
(d) Diarrhoea and chiest infections usually with mild to moderate undernutrition.

(€) . Asin miost Aboriginal communities in the Noithern Territory, the children’s resistance to infectious
diseases would be undertermined by under-nutrition.and this should therefore be regarded as an
- important causative factor. .

() Aboriginals are encouraged, as part.of the overall community education program, to allocate a
reasonable proportion of their income for family maintenance purposes bt the Department of Abor-
iginal Affairs is not empowered to issue-a direction to this effect.
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244 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK —

1. Was an investigation made info the reasons for the attack on Aboriginal Patrol Officer Campbell in
Katherine on 11 March 1975 by Aborigines exiled by the Hooker Creek Council and, if so, what were the
reasons?

2. What action was taken against the assailants?

3. What agtion will be taken to ensure that Aborigines who are not amenable to control by their own com-
munity do not intimidate or maltreat people outside their own *“country”? .

ANSWER

It is understood that Katherine Police investigated a- brawl, -in which, Mr Campbell was mvolved at
Katherine on 11 March 1975, and that some arrests were made.

Apparently Mr Campbell has not availed of the opportunity offered by the Police to lay.charges for assault
and it seems that this is because the brawl arose out of a domestic argument.

Where cases of intimidation or maltreatment are reported and it appears likely that charges can be laid and
“'sustained then Aborlgmals involved are advised of their rights in the situations. However, such mcxdents
are rare.

245 Mr WITHNALL toMr EVERINGHAM—
1. Ts the new building code bemg used at present without bemg lawfully promulgated"
2. When will the building code be 1egallsed‘7
ANSWER
1. No.
‘2. The Northern Territory Draft Bulldmg Manual 1975 was adopted by the Darwin Reconstruction Com-
2{1;5{3171 5on 17 April 1975 and has effect in the Darwin Area as defined under the Darwin Reconstructlon
The draft Northern Territory Buﬂdlng Manual 1975 was adopted in declared building areas out31de the

Darwin area following normal legal/administrative action required pursuant to the Northern Territory
Building Ordinance and Regulations.

246 Mr WITHNALL to Mr EVERINGHAM—

1. In view of the fact that at least two persons, to my knowledge, have been mxsled by the Commonwealth as
to the. payout figure of loans owing to the Commonwealth on houses, will he find out and tell me how
many such mistakes have occurred?

2. 1s the making of these mistakes due to the locating of half the Finance Branch in Brisbane or was it due to
an incorrect method of calculation decided on before the movement of staff to Brisbane?

3. When will the Finance Branch be brought together again for the improvement of efficiency. of its oper-
ations?- ) : ,
ANSWER :

1. Some ‘confusion has arisen concerning the difference between the insurance payout figure for
improvements on.a leasehold -and the payout figure for discharge of the mortgage. In some cases the
owner has asked for one when in fact the other wasneeded.

- 2.To avoid this confusion the department now provxdes both figuresin response to'all requests and identifies
each clearly.

Where ‘the loan or-purchase was made prior to the commencement of the reserve price system the
insurance payout figure should have been sufficient to pay out the amount owing under the mortgage. In
the case of loans after the reserve price system conimenced the view was taken that as the Government’s
equity in the land had not been destroyed, repayment of the full loan from insurance funds would not.be
sought unless the mortgagee so desired.
Unfortunately, in both cases, there were inconsistencies in the manner in which the Government'’s equity
in the improvemenits was recorded in departmental récords. Because of the urgent demand for insurance
payout figures from home owners, and the prolonged delays which, with a reduced staff and damaged
filing systems, were probable in verifying doubtful calculations the Department chose to use the informa-
tion then available and rely on its existing mortgage security to obtain repayment for the amount out-
standing for the land (if any) and any error of calculation in the insurance payout figure.
These difficulties have been.resolved now that the financial records of the department are properly housed
and-adequate staff is available in Brisbane.

3. The timing on the return of detached elements of the Department from Brisbane was given in Part 3 of the
answer to question No. 225.

> 247 MrMacFARLANE to Miss ANDREW—
When will an engincer be appointedto take charge of the operation of the Katherme power house?
ANSWER

The Department of Housing ‘and,Construction advises it is not intended to appoint a professional éngineer
for the sole purpose of taking charge of the power station at Katherine.
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‘An Area Engineer has been appomted to take charge of all ESU operations in Katherine and he wﬂl be
realeased as soon as his current contract commitments in Darwin make it p0551b1e
248 MrMacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK— .
What was the reason for the delay of almost two weeks before the late Mr Clancy Roberts of Katherine
could be buried? :
ANSWER

In view of the fact that a coronial enquiry had to be made into the death of Mr Clancy Roberts and, because
of his position as a leader amongst Aboriginal people in the district and the necessity to make arrange-
ments for many people to attend the funeral from throughout the district, together with the time needed to
~arrange a burial at the locale chosen, the delay seems reasonable. There appears to be no ev1dence to sug-
gest that there was undue loss of time.

249 MrMacFARLANE to Mr EVERINGHAM—

Will the establishment loans being granted to Darwin businessmen be matched by similar Joans for pastor-
alists who have suffered from the disastrous collapse of the world beef market"

ANSWER

No. No similarity is seen between the situation of Darwin businessmen whose premlses and stock were des-
troyed in Cyclone Tracy.and the situation of Northern Territory pastoralists who have experienced a drop
in prices offering for live cattle.

The Government has however announced that a substantial loan on favourable terms is to be made to en-
able the Katherine Meatworks to open in 1975 and has announced that in addition to the Territory pastor-
alists share of the $20m made available to the Commonwealth Development Bank for carry on finance
loans at current commercial rates, specific assistance in the way of loans to a reasonable limit at a very low
‘interest rate are to be offered to N.T. producers under a national scheme of assistance to the cattle indus-
try. Details.of th1s scheme will be determined following discussions to be held with the States.

252 MrMacFARLANE to Miss ANDREW .
‘When will the power house at Tindal be reactivated?

ANSWER

The Power Station at Tindal is not part of the ESU establishment. Its operation comes under the control of
the Department of Defence (Air Office).

From time to time the Tindal Power Station has been used to supplj a small part of the Katherine Township,
this being done with the co-operation of the Air Office. Future use of the Tlndal power station wxll be re-
quested if the need arises.

253 MrMacFARLANE to Mr EVERINGHAM—~

When will a coroner be appointed t6 Katherine? :

‘When will a permits officer be appointed to Katherine to authorize travel to and from Darwin?
ANSWER

It is not proposed that ‘an appointment of a coroner to Katherine be made at this time. Dorrit Gisela
Eirmann, who is the Clerk of Couits at Katherine, was appointed as a Deputy Coroner under the Cor-
oner’s Ordinance by the Administrator of the Northern Territory on 28 February 1975.

A permits officer took up duties in Katherine on a full-time basis on 18 March 1975.

255 MrMacFARLANE to Mr RYAN—

I refer to the report on the Katherine Power House you furnished in February and ask: were the capacities
for each generator listed those of the makers up to 20 years ago or were they the output of each generator
was capable in 1975? ) .

ANSWER
The information sought is set out in the followmg Table: )

Generating : : Original Site Present Continuous
Set ) ) Rating (KW) OQutput (KW)
No.l' ... ... . . . o0, 9 . - 800
No.2: v 7os o e e, 529 - 450

No.3. . . . o e 529 450

Nod4 - . . . . oL 970 800

No.5 v .0 o oo 1725 1500
No.6* . N 1725 - 1500

PortableDorman CoL e 474 450
* This setis due tobe commlssxoned in m1d 1975. ' ) :

256 MrPERRON to Mr RYAN—

Did the N.T. Port Authority submit applications for capital expenditure to the Federal Govemment in
1972/73, 1973/74, or 1974/75 and, if not, why were apphcanons notmade?
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ANSWER

1972/73—For the financial year 1972/73, the Port Authority made application for funds totalhng $858,000
which were to:be supplemented by a further $270,000 for Capital Works out of the Port Authority’s own
funds. No funds were made available by the Government and the Port Authorlty actually expended
$738,000 on Capital Works out ofits own funds.. '

1973/74--During this year, funds were not requested from the Govemment, asit had been made quite clear
that any money made available would be on an interest bearing repayable loan basis, and would only be
made available if it was considered the money was to be used for a viable operation, The Authority bud-
geted for $281,500 to be spent on Capital Works, but in effect expended $154,000 during the year.

1974/75—Apphcat|on was made to the Government for a grant of $101,000 to provide an Inshore Fishing
Facility, and budgeted to spend $182,500 on Capital Works out of its own funds. To date funds have not
been received for the Inshore Fishing Facility as requested.

257 MrPERRONto Mr RYAN— .

1. Isit a fact that Port Authority staff who left Darwin after the cyclone and only returned recently have been
paid for the period they were absent?

- 2. Isthe period of absence being classified as annual leave?
ANSWER :
1. In all cases staff of the Northern Territory Port Authority were pa1d in accordance with Pubhc Service
Board Circular No. 1975/4 Darwin Cyclone Dlsaster—Condmons of Servxce, and any amendmeénts
thereto.

" 2. No member of the Port Authorlty s staff was obhged to take annual leave to cover any period of absence
during this period.

258 Mr PERRON toDr LETIS—-
Does the Darwin Reconstruction Commission intend to have the facilities in the portupgraded or mcreased"
ANSWER

The draft report on ‘Darwin Planning Guidelines’ says: “The port area is expected to continue its current
essential role. Should long term development occur in East Arm, as was proposed, it is unlikely that all
port activities will be removed.”’

The National Materials Handling Bureau is exammmg the development of the port for the Northern Terri-
tory Port Authority and a submission is expected in June.

No commitment to consider upgrading or increasing port facilities oould be given before this report has been
“ examined.

The relationship between the Authority and the Darwin Reconstructlon Commission responsibilities with
regard to development programming over the next five (5) yearsis being investigated. -

259 MrPERRON to MrRYAN -

1. Has the N.T. Port Authority applied to the Government for special ﬁnanmal assistance to repair facﬂmes
damaged during the cyclone, andif so, with what result?

2.Xfno apphcatlon has been made, what is the reason for the delay or for the dec1s1on not to make an appli-
+ cation?

3.In view of the closing down of Francis Creek Mine, does the authority intend to repau' its bulk loading
facilities?

ANSWER

1. Under its agreement with the Government, the Port Authority provides for an Insurance Reserve Fund, -
and any deficiency in its insurance reserve will be made up by. the Government. An advance made in
respect of such -a-deficiency would be regarded -as equity capital and interest would not be payable
thereon. The Government will therefore finance repairs to Port Authority facilities damaged during the
cyclone. Preliminary estimates of cyclone damage, which exceed $2m, have already been forwarded to
the Government. The Government has so far provnded an-advance to the Authority of $200,000 and will
be providing more in accordance with the Authority’s estimated cash requxrements which 0 far have been
tabled for the period endmg 30 November, 1975."

2. Not apphcable

3. As mentioned in the answer to question 1, the Authonty s insurance is underwritten by the Government
Damage to-the bulk loading facility has been assessed at approximately $250,000. Whether the faclhty
will be repaired will be determined by the Government... - -

It should be noted that the Authority has not yet fully discharged its respon51b111ty to the Government in
respect of repayments on the stockpile and loading equipment. The final payment of $231,000 is to be
made in June of this year. Repayments on the Iron Ore Whal‘f contmue fora further 22 years.

261 Mr DONDAS to Mr EVERINGHAM—

Isit the Government i mtentmn to provide recreation fares to Darwin re51dents in the private sector and if s,
when? .
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ANSWER

The Government provided recreation fares to Darwin residents in the private sectoruntil 31 March 1975.
Consideration is being given as to whether it would be appropriate to extend this period, and; if so, under
what conditions future fare concessions should be granted.”

262 Mr DONDAS to Dr LETTS—

1. How many permanent officers and how-many temporary officérs are employed by the Department of the
Northern Territory? ;

2: How many officers of the Department have been transferred mterstate and what branches do they
represent"
N : . )
3. Will all these officers be transferred back to Darwin and, if so, when?

ANSWER

1. The Department: of the Northern Terrrtory employs 938 permanent officers and 448 temporary em-
ployees.

2. Approx1mately 200 officers and employees of the Department of the Northern Territory have been tem-
porarily transferred to Brisbane. The Branches represented are:

" Establishment and ADP Branch

Finance, Supply and Transport Branch

Forward ‘Planning and Major Projects Co-ordination Branch
’ Legislation Branch -

Mines Branch v

Urban Development and Town Plarming Branch

Commercial and‘lndustrial Affairs Branch

Local Government and Services Branch.

3. It is intended to return all functional areas that have been temporarily relocated outside the Territory to
Darwin as soon as possible. The timing of the return to Darwin depends upon a number of factors includ-
ing the avaxlabrlrty of suitable accommodation in Darwrn .

265 Mr DONDAS to Miss ANDREW—

1. When will theNakara Primary School open?

2. Wllen will the Wanguri Primary School now open?
ANSWER

1. The Northern Territory Education Division has asked the vDepartment of Housing and Construction for
the return of Nakara School by commencement of third term. Whether this can be achieved is dependent
on the extent of the repairs to be carried out and whether the required carpeting can be obtained.

2. Housirig and Construction have advised that Wanguri is programmed toopen in April,:1976.

268 Mr DONDAS to Miss ANDREW—

1. How does the current number of énrolments of school children in Darwin compare wrth the correspond-
1ng period in 1974? .

2. How does the number of school teachers employed now compare with the corresponding period in 19747
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ANSWER
1. . March 1974 -~ March 1975
Government Pre & Primary Schools 7351 3700
Government High Schools .- 2532 1664
Non-Government Schools - 1132 762
Total : ) 11051 . 6126
2 E _ March1974  March 1975
Government Schools ) 657 302
~Non-Government Schools . 64 28
Total . T 330

270 Mr DONDAS to Mr POLLOCK ~
1. When will the Casuarina Hospital open?
2. What other medical facilities will be provided in the Casuarina District? .

ANSWER,
1. The Casuarina Hospltal is now scheduled for completron in January 1978,
2. The Department has made certain recommendations to the Construction Commission on this matter.
. Further information will need to await decisions by the Construction Commission.

271 MrDONDAS to Miss ANDREW— )
1. What remedial steps has the Pnce Controller taken in response to the many oomplmnts about }ngh prices
in Darwin?
2. Have any persons in Darwin been charged for over-charging since 24 December 19747
ANSWER o
1. All price complaints received by the Controller of Prices are thoroughly investigated and where necessary
a justified price is negotiated or fixed by order under Section 20 of the Prices Regulation Ordinance.

A continuous programme of research and mvesugauon is being undertaken to check price levels over a.
wide range of commodmes and services, .

2. No.

273 MrMacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK—

1. Will the adoption of orphans from Vietham and other places overseas be as difficult to arrange as the
attempts at adoption of children made by Territory residents under hormal circumstances, as witness the
applications of A. J. Gorey of Mataranka and R. Bathgate of Katherine, or will the procedure be
simplified?

2. How many Territory resrdents have mdlcated wrlhngness to-adopt war orphans and of these how many
are Katherine residents? .
ANSWER

1.1t is not proposed to'relax standards or to-establish new procedures in the case of the adoptron of Viet-
namese orphans in the Northein Territory. Prior to the cyclone there was a considerable waiting list of ap-
- plicants and it was possible to find the best possible adoptive parents for a particular child. It is of note that
Section 10 of the Adoption of Children Ordinance spells out that the welfare of the child is paramount:

2. Thirty-seven applications have been received throughout the Northern Terntory to adopt Vietnamese or-
phans and of these six have come from the Katherine area.

274 MrMacFARLANE to Mr TAMBLING—

In answer to question 207 it was stated that “Funds have been. allocated for expenditure in 1974-75 year for
a new, toilet block”’ in.Katherine opposite March Motors. Wil tenders be called and let in the three
months rémaining of the financial year?

ANSWER -

Tenders have been called the. successful tender has been selected, approved and authorised and will be
announced shortly The contract will be let this financial year. :

275 MrMacFARLANE to Mr TAMBLING—

1. Have approachies been made by the Red Cross Society to the Government for the enlarging and i improv-
- ing of the Old Pioneers’ Home at Katherine?

2. What progress has been.made in having houses built for pensroners on the area of land near the Old |
Pioneers’ Home in Katherme"
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3. Some years ago the Government undertook to survey the need for aid to elderly people in Katherine and 1
now ask, was the survey carried out and, if so, with what result?

ANSWER

1. The Australian Red Cross Society, Katherine Branch, has notlﬁed the Department of Soc1a1 Security that
it is considering the installation of four transportable type units in the Pioneer Home area. As yet no for-
mal application has been lodged.

2. The Department of Social Security advises that the subject of houses for pensioners on the area of land

_ near the old Pioneers’ Homes in Katherine, has been taken up with the N.T. Housing Commission. The
Housing Commission has now acquiréd three of the six acres formerly held by the Red Cross in that area
for the purpose of erecting new design units of self contained flats.

3. A survey on the need for accommodation for elderly geople in the Katherine area was carried-out by the
Department of Social Security and the action indicated in answers (1) and (2) emerged following that sur-
vey.

276 MrMacFARLANE to Mr EVERINGHAM—

Are payments of wages and salaries to employees and staff in Government departments in Katherine fre-
quently delayed and, if so, will he make representations for the appomtment of aresident paymaster?

ANSWER

Following Cyclone Tracy there were a few instances of late payment of salaries and wages to employees and
staff of Government Departments in Katherine. These delays were of short duration and resulted from
new arrangements necessary following cyclone damage. All concerned Departments advise that new ar-
rangements are working satisfactorily and that wages-and salaries are now being paid on time. Each De-
partment does have a paying officer in Katherine.

277 MrMacFARLANE to Dr LETTS—

Are any trials being undertaken or is research being conducted with the ob_]ect of growmg sugar cane com-
mercially in the Territory? ‘ . .

ANSWER

No trials or research into commercial growing of sugar cane are being conducted in the Northern Territory.
The Kimberley Research Station at Kununurra, West Australia, maintains sugar cane variety stocks and
does some limited trial work under irrigation, the results of which would. be apphcable to the Northern
Territory if sugar cane production became feasible.

1t should be noted that sugar requires-about 60 inches of rain spread over about nine months of the year so
that there would not be any chance of growing the crop under Northern Territory dry land conditions.
Further, sugar requires a tremendous infrastructure of transport facilities including deep sea ports plus
crushing mills. The Queensland coast has all these facilities and could increase Australian productlon if
required with little or no increase in infrastructure.

. The Ord area would offer best prospects for sugar growmg in this region with available i mganon water and
a settled farming community.

278 MrPERRON toMr RYAN—
1. Has the Port Authority objected to the Cmes Commission proposal to have the Frances Bay Artena] Road
traverse land which was intended for small craft facilities?
2. Has the Port-Authority supplied details of their medium and long term port development proposals to the
authorities replanning Darwin?
ANSWER
L. The proposed alignment of the Frances Bay Arterial Road does not encroach on the area proposed for
small craft facilities. It lies behind the existing Frances Bay Access Road.

2. The Port Authonty s reconstruction programme and preliminary development proposals have been given

© to the Darwin Reconstruction Commission. Several investigations are in hand and will be completed by
June this year which will enable the Port Authonty to ﬁnahse its medium and long term development
plans.

281 MrSTEELEto Miss ANDREW—
1. What is the curfent annual cost of operatlon of the Prices Control Board and how many staff are
employed?
2. How many additional staff will be réquired for the policing of controls on the prices of building materials?
Wwill they be rectuited interstate-and, if so, where will they be accommodated; and what will be the cost of .,
operating the branch in 1975-76? : :
‘ANSWER

1.(a) The operating cost of the Prices and Consumer Affairs Branch for the full financial year 1974-75 will
amount to approximately $198,000.

(b) * The approved establishment of the Branch comprises at present 22 posmons, of Whlch five positions
have been transferred to Brisbane.
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2.(a) At this stage it is not envisaged that additional staff will be required for the control of price move-
ments of building materials, as it is the aim of the Branch to arrive at fair prices by way of price jus-
tification rather than by direct price control. Should the imposition of direct price control become
necessary, up to six additional officers may be required to cover the increased work load. The ad-
ditional staff will be either recruited locally, in which case no additional accommodation will be
required, or transferred temporarily from Brisbane requiring only single hostel or motel accommos
dation.

"(b) The budgeted operating cost of the Branch for the year 1975- 76 is $308,000.
282 MrSTEELE to Mr EVERINGHAM—
' ‘When will Strata Titles legislation, necessary for the future development of the Territory, be introduced into
the Assembly?
ANSWER
The subject of Strata Title legislation for the Northern Territory is presently under consideration but it is not
- possible at this stage to accurately state when a bill for this purpose will be ready for introduction.
The form of any such legislation necessarily depends upon the system of land tenure applicable in the North-
ern Territory, which is presently under examination by the Commission of Inquiry into Land Tenures.
(My comment on this information is, “ Humbug".)
283 MrMacFARLANEto Dr LETTS—
Will he make representations to the Government for the relocatron in the Katherine area of the Radro
Australia facility destroyed at Cox Peninsula? .
ANSWER . ‘
No, but I will ask the Government what action it proposes for replacement:of the Cox Peninsula facilities,
and may make appropriate recommendations-after receiving and considering this advice.
284 MrMacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK—
Ltefer to recent reports of children having been wrthdrawn from Roper School because of a leakmg roof and
other maintenance problems and ask:

(a) have:the positions on the 1969 Roper establishment of one Builder/Carpenter (European), seven
Builders Assistants (Aboriginal) and one Plumber’s Assistant (Aboriginal, been maintained and, if
s0, how many people have been trained in these positions in the intervening years; and 7

(b) why was it not possible for some of these trained or partly trained people to have made at least tem-
porary repairs to the school roof? )
ANSWER
(a) No. Up until 1973 it was difficult to keep the position of Carpenter (Tradesman) occupied on a
regular basis. In December 1973 the establishment was reduced to three Trades Assistants (Building)

“and there has been little emphasis on using these positions since as the local Housing Association
developed and as other Depariments became responsible for on-going repair and maintenance.

(b) . Temporary repairs were made until recently when the Department of Education arranged to let a.
contract for this work. The nature of repairs needed are beyond local resources.
285 MrMacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK—

The answer to question 380 -appearing m the February/ March 1970 Hansard. refers to Welfare Officers
“watching and observing what goes on’’ with regard to Aborigines drinking in hotels and other places
and I ask: Do officers of the Department of Aboriginal Affairs still oontmue with this practice and do they ’

counsel Aborigines observed to be over-indulging to desist?
ANSWER ‘

The Department of Abongmal Affairs does not arrange for oﬂicers to observe Abongmal people drinking in
hotels.

286 MrMacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK —

Why was it necessary to have Territory police recruits trained in Adelaide rather than i in Alice Springs or
other places that could be used?:

ANSWER

Police recruits are being trained in Adelarde as a result of the facilities at the Darwin Training Centre suffer-

ing major damage duringthe cyclone. There is no other centre in the Northern Territory that could supply

facilities and accommodation requrred for-the recruit schools, whlch comprrse of an average of thirty
members.:

The SA Police Department were able to supply training facilities and accommodation, therefore this course
was-accepted.

Itis pointed out that the recruits are trained by NT Police tramrng staff who have been temporarﬂy posted to
Adelaide for this purpose.

287 'Mr MacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK —

What were the circumistances of the incident on a lonely Central Australian road during Easter 1975 involv-
1ng Mr W. Waudby of Mt Wedge station and a group of Aborigines?
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ANSWER

Circumstances are not known. Mr Waudby has been spoken to and stated he did not wish to make any com-
plaints or supply a statement concerning the incident.

288 MrMacFARLANE to Mr TAMBLING—

L What is the reason for the delay in lettmg the contract for the building of Housing Commission homes in
Katherine?

2. What is the estimated waiting time for a Housing Commission home in Kathenne and how many appli-
cants are there for such homes?

ANSWER

The Housing Commission has attempted to undertake several housing projects in' Katherine this financial
year including— .

(a) the building of 3 houses for the Northern Territory Reserves Board

(b) the building of 11 medium densrty units in Quinn Street, which were advertised in August 1974 and
3 tenders were considered by the Commission in August 1974 ‘

(¢) - the building of 14 single unit brick dwellings for whichi tenders were called in September 1974 and
tenders were considered by the Commission in October 1974;

(d) -the Commission is currently calling tenders for 14 transportable factory-built houses in Katherine.

With respect to the 3 houses for the Northern Territory Reserves Board, the Commission has been await-
ing a decision by the Government for 6 months on the provrsron of special funds to build these
houses.

With respect to the medium density units in Quinn Street, the lowest tender received was about $29,000
per unit. The other two tenders were very. much higher. It was decided to make further i investigation
into thefinancial standing of the lowest tenderer who subsequently withdrew his tender in September
1974. As the result of this, the contract was re-advertised in September 1974, when again three ten-
ders were recéived, the lowest this time being over $39,000 per unit, which was far too high for ac-
ceptance by the Commission.-

" In October 1974 having received completely unacceptable tender prices, the Commission decided to
negotiate with contractors from Katherine, Darwin and Alice Springs in an effort to obtain an accept-
able contract price. However, no other contractor has been prepared to submit a tender price. The
present position is that the contractor who withdrew his tender in September 1974 has now contacted
the Commission and is anxious to negotiate again to complete the project and it is anticipated that he
will submit a price by about mid-May for the Commission’s consideration.

Wrth respect to the tender for 14 single unit brick dwellings, only.one acceptable price was tendered in

eptémber 1974, but in the Commission’s opinion this particular tenderer would have had consider-

ble trouble in completmg a contract for 14 houses, so that the Commission in December 1974

oﬁ‘ered this contractor a contract for 5 houses at the price previously submitted bt was prepared to

negotiate within specified limits. Mainly because of the cyclone in Darwin, it was not until April 1975

that an acceptable price for 5 houses was achieved. Aletter of acceptance has been forwarded to the

contractor. It is therefore expected that work will proceed on the construction -of these houses
1mmed1ately

With respect to tenders being called for 14 transportable units, because of the Commission’s inability. to
let a contract for medium density units and the inability of virtually all contractors to submit satistac-
tory prices for brick dwellings in single units or medium density units, the Commission investigated
the possibility of introducing transportable factory-built houses into Katherine and Tennant Creek.
Tenders are now bemg called for 14 factory -built houses at Katherine and tenders will close in June
1975. S

Apait from the problems referred to above, the Commission has had advrce that there seems to be a de-
crease in demand for Commission houses in Katherine, In-fact, the waiting time for Commission
houses and flats has remained fairly constant over the past 12 months which may indicate that the de-
mand for Commission houses in Katherine is small. This concern had been increased by the doubts
surrounding the future of the Northern Meat Exporters for whom the Commission provided .10
houses in 1972, some of which were unoccupied at 21 April. Before the announcement to provide
further Government financial assistance to Northern Meat Exporters, there was a real possibility that
these 10 houses could revert to the Commrssron and would therefore have been available for general
allocation. ; :

2. The estimated waiting time and numiber of applicants are as follows:
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Number of .

Applicants Waiting time
Houses . . . . . . . ... 38 10 months
2-Bedroom Flats S 6 . 5 months

1-BedroomFlat . . .. .. . ) 8 8 months

290 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr TUXWORTH—

Has any further attention been given to the request of the Tourist Board made in 1970 for the provision of
public toilets at Larrimah, Daly Waters, Dunmarra and Borroloola?

ANSWER

Correspondence was entered into between the Department of the Northern Territory and the Tourist Board
on the subject of provision of Public Toilets and the possibility of their lack of maintenance. The Board
agreed with the Departmental attitude that toilets in remote locations should be adequately maintained or
they become a serious health hazard, are then objectionable to tourists and result in adverse publicity for
the Territory. Since that time consideration is given to establishing toilets on locations where adequate
maintenance can be provided on an ‘assured long term basis. In locations where there is only one facility
e.g. hotel or a store, it is considered that it is the proprietor’s responsibility to erect toilet facilities for his
customers. : '

The deplorable lack of cleanliness in several of the public toilets established throughout the Territory has
been a source of concern to the Department of the Northern Territory, the Department of Health and the
Tourist Board. The major problem is the difficulty experienced in obtaining a suitable contractor to under-
take the task of regular maintenance of the blocks. This occurred particularly in locations where there was
only one establishment such as a store or a wayside inn. There was no guarantee that after the first main-
tenance contract expired, the local contractor would be interested in re-negotiating a further term. It then
became an expensive operation to maintain these units and in some cases they were actually closed. Prior
to closure, the toilets became such health hazards that complaints from the travelling public were numer-
ous and the Department of Health asked for action. - :

However, any application for a public toilet.is treated on its merits but unless there is adequate guarantee
that the blocks will be maintained,satisfactorily for the life of the unit, erection of toilets is avoided in loca-
tions other than towns where there are sufficient residents to undertake the cleaning contract.

Currently there are no proposals for erectiof of public toilets at Larrimah, Daly Waters, Dunmarra or Bor-
roloola, ‘ - .

291 MrMacFARLANE to Mr TUXWORTH—
Will Mr S. Ruhman be granted permission to ¢ross part of the Katherine Gorge Reserve with his proposed
- guided tours? . J
ANSWER :
No.
293 Mr MacFARLANE toMr TAMBLING—

'What was the result of the approach made five years ago (see question 371 February/ March 1970 Hansard)
to a.church group to sponsor the provision of a hostel for convalescent people in Katherine?

ANSWER

The North Australia Baptist Home Trust approached the Department of Aboriginal Affairs in May 1973
with a proposal to build a hostel for convalescents and outpatients of the Katherine Hospital. (At that time

.- the Department of Aboriginal Affairs was responsible for the General Community Welfare function). Be-
cause of difficulties associated with funding this type of accommodation, the pr(()iposal has temporarily lap-
sed although the'Baptist Homes Trust has indicated that it still is interested to develop the proposal when -
possible. In the meantime a 22 bed hostel which has been established for young people by the Baptist
Homes Trust in Katherine may be able to provide some accommodation for convalescents from time to
time. : : . _

294 MrMacFARLANE to Mt TAMBLING—

Will he investiga’ie the 1968 Water Resources Branch internal report on a reticulated water supply for
Katherine and endeavour to have its recommendations carried out or at least made public? :

ANSWER -
: Yes. - ) .
295 MrMacFARLANE to Mr TAMBLING—

What was the result of the negotiations being carried out in'1970 between the Northern Territory Adminis-
tration and the Baptist Homes Trust (see question 349 February/March 1970) for a long term low interest
loan scheme in connection with the building of a hostel for outback children interested in attending
Katherine Area School? . : - -
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ANSWER

The Baptist Homes Trust had proposed building small hostels for secondary school children and primary
+ school children in Katherine and had acquired ledses aver land for this purpose. Hoewever, their inves-
tigations revealed that there was no substantial need for this type of accommodation and in the light of
these results, the leases were surrendered.

The Department of Education advises that it has provided in its program for 1975-76 for the construction of
a drop-in residential centre to enable outback students of the Katherine School of the Air to live in at the
school in Katherine for short periods throughout the academic year. The centre is designed to accom-
modate eighteen students in single and double rooms and also contains units for staff and a housekeeper.
In addition’ provision has been made for a dining room with kitchen facilities, common room for the
students and a common room for the st

296 MrMacFARLANE to Mr EVERINGHAM—

1. Will the new Building Code, if and when it becomes law, require changes in assocxated regulations such as
- .those pertaining to the Plumbers and Drainers Licensing Board and, if so, will all the new assoc1ated
regulations come into force at the same time as the Building Code?

2. What are the other associated regulations that will have to be amended or replaced as as result of the
introduction of the new Building Code?

ANSWER

1. The Darwm Reconstruction Commission has approved the Bulldmg Code for the Darwin area under the
Darwin Reconstruction Act. Section 15(6) of the Act provides that ““the erection of a building . . . shall be
deemed to be not in contravention of any Ordinance of the Territory or any regulation or by- -law under
such an Ordinance.’’ Consequently itis not essential to amend any Territory legislation although as far as
possible it is proposed to conform with such legislation.

In as far as it is proposed to adopt the new Building Code for the rest of the Territory g{ ursuant to the Build-
ing Ordinance and Regulations the Code will have to comply with existing Territory Regulations. -

2. Investigations are proceeding to see whether any amendments are necessary. It is not possible at this stage
to specify what amendments are necessary.

297 MrMacFARLANE to Mr RYAN— .

Is the area blocked on the Stuart Highway at Newcastle Waters or Newcastle Creek?
ANSWER

Newcastle Creek.
298 MrMacFARLANE to Mr RYAN—

Do the inland routes of Queensland, through Mt Isa and the Townsvnlle to Mt Isa railway oﬂ‘er cheaper and
quicker supply routes to the Territory than either road or rail routes via Alice Springs from Adelaide and
. Melbourne? .

 ANSWER

No. Information received from Nonh Australia Railways gives the freight cost of general cargo between
Melbourne and Darwin via Alice Springs as $248.96 per tonne whereas the cost via Mt Isa is $304 52 per
tonne. .

It takes approximately two weeks for frelght to reach Darwm via the Alice Sprmgs route and approximately
three weeks via Mt Isa.

299 Mr MacFARLANE 1o MrRYAN—

" Will he explain why the parallel air services provided by the airlines between Allce Springs and Darwin"
which do not provide Tennant Creek and Katherine with a service each day of every week are tolerated
wheniit is the Governiment’s expressed des1re to avoid parallel flights? -

ANSWER - i

Airlines are making rescheduﬁng arrangements to serve Katherine and Tennant Creek with at least one
daily service in each direction. New schedules will be introduced before Ist July:

300 MrMacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK —

© By whom and ‘on'whose authority was Mr Ian Barker Q.C. briefed to represent Aboriginal defefidants at
Katherine on April 14 and 15?

ANSWER
The Aboriginal Legal Aid Service.

301 MrMacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK~

When was the Acting Director of Aboriginal Affairs notified of the incidents which took place in Katherine
on Sunday 13 April involving a large group of Aborigines from Hooker Creek?
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ANSWER

The Director of Aboriginal Affairs or his delegate discussed alleged incidents involving Aboriginals and
other persons in Katherine, with Katherine field officers, at various times from Monday 14 April onwards.
No record has been kept of the exact times.

302 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK—

Are Aborigings visiting towns like Katherine for special funcnons, such as rodeos allowed to brlng firearms,
spears, boomerangs, etc. with them?

ANSWER

Abongmals visiting towns like Katherine for special functions may bring with them whatever the law allows
every person to bring in similar circumstances. The question of what is allowable in any particular case
that is not specifically prescribed is a matter for interpretation by the Police and subject to review by the
Courts should the Police feel that some enforcement of regulations are necessary.

303 Mr MacFARLANE to Mr PQLLOCK—

Are attempts made to instruct unsophisticated Aborigines such as those from Hooker Creek in acceptable
social behaviour in towns, and, if not, will attempts be made?

ANSWER

Generally Aboriginals learn what is or is not acceptable social behaviour in the same manner as do other
people: That is, from a variety of sources including parents, the school, peer groups, work supervisors, etc.
The Aboriginal people at Hooker Creek also discuss such matters in local sessions of the Council and these
discussions are carried into the commumty atlarge. :

304 MrMacFARLANE to Dr LETTS—

In view of the existence of the Animal Industry and Agriculture Branch adv1§ory services, why is it necessary
for the Department of Aboriginal Affairs to spend nearly $700,000 on consultants for pastorals and farm-
ing enterprises? . g

ANSWER

The Animal Industry and Agriculture Branch of the Department of the Northern Territory does provide an
advisory service to pastoral and agricultural concerns in the Territory. However, it is felt that Aboriginal
ventures, as least in-the initial stages of development require more than just an advisory service and in
most instances where considerable financial assistance has been made available by the Government, con-
sultants have been retained as General Managers to the projects.

- Recent advice from the Branch indicates that their staff resources are limited and they are unlikely to be able
to provide more than casual assistance.

The Consultants fees for this type of service are of course substantial but in total for the Northern Territory
would amount to only a fraction of the $700,000'suggested.

305 MrMacFARLANE to Mr POLLOCK— -
How many lepers are:—

(a) inthe Territory; -

(b) in each district of the Terntory,
(c) -arrested cases;

(d) - hospitalized; and

(e) incurable?

ANSWER

Before provxdmg the ﬁgues requested the following explanation is offered on the interpretation of leprosy
statistics; especially as these-have been used by some in the past to give the impression that large numbers
of infectious cases roam atlarge in the Northern Territory and elsewhere in Northern Australia to the peril
of the rest of the population.

Effective treatment for the disease is relauvely recent and it is the practice to keep patients on the leprosy regis-
ter to ensure their efficient follow up even when the disease is no longer infectious and has been arrested.
The.patient’s name is kept on the register until such time as the case can be considered to be a definite

cure.
The specific answers to the Honourable Member’s questlon are:—
(a) thereare currently 840 names on the leprosy reglster,

(b) the numbers foreach dlstnct are:
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Northern Region

East Arnhem Region

Bagot 9 Elcho Island 57

Bamyili . . . 30 Goulbuin Island 8

Bathurst Island 39 Croker Island . 6

Borroloola 25 Maningrida 122

Daly River 17 Oenpelli 75
* Darwin 64 Milingimbi 30

Delissaville 5" Rose River Area 21

Garden Point 6 Yirrkala 24

Katherine 37 .

Mudginberri o 7 Sub Total 343

. PortKeats - . . . . . 53 : ‘

: Roper River Area BN 30 Southerri Region. . .. . 59
SnakeBay .. . .. 19 - < : .
V.RD.Area .. . ... 62 Total - . . . .. 840
Wave Hill Area -~ . . . 35

’ Sub Total 438

(¢) 820 of these are arrested cases.
(d) 20 patients are in hospital.
(e) - Leprosy is nolonger incurable.

368 Mr WITHNALL to Mr EVERNGHAM—

What are the Government’s intentions in respect to each of the following‘Ordinances reserved for the
Governor-General’s pleasure on the dates indicated:

Administrative Actions (Investigation) Ordinance 1972
1.6.72

Criminal Injuries (Compensation) Ordinance 1973
11.12.73 ’ o :

National Parks Ordinance
11593 -

Housing Ordinance 1974
26.6.74

National Parks Ordinance 1974
20.3.74 S

Crown Lands Ordinance 1974
20.3.74

Public Parks and Garden Ordinance 1974
203.74 ’

Succession Duties Repeat Bill 1974
24.10.74

Land Tenure ( Transitional Provisions) Bill 1975
13.3.75 :

Local Government (Extension of Terms of Office) Bill 1975
13.3.75 . ) .

ANSWER :
Administrative Actions (Investigation) Ordinance 1972

No final decision has been made in respect of this Ordinance due to the introduction of the Ombudsman
Bill 1975 in the Australian Parliament. The matter'will be reconsidered after Parliament has dealt with .
this Bill. ‘ : o L i
Criminal Injuries (Compensation) Ordinance 1974 P

The Australian Government is presently giving further consideration to this matter having regard to
current developments relative to the question of compensation. Implications arising from the National
Compensation Bill 1974 alsoreqiiire consideration in relation to the Ordinance.

National Parks Ordinance 1973

‘National Parks Ordinance 1974

Public Parks and Gardens Ordinance 1974
Crown Lands Ordinance 1974

The Australian Government is presently giving further consideration to all of these Ordinances having
particular regard to the National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 1975, which commenced on 13
March 1975. Discussions. are presently in progress as to the effects of this Act on the existing National
Parks and Gardens Ordinance and the Northern Territory Reserves Board:established under it. A de-
cisi(gl on the reserved Ordinances will be made as soon as possible after these discussions have been
concluded.
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Housing Ordinance 1974

The policy on the sale of -houses, including the sale of Housing Commission houses and Australian
Government houses, is currently under review and discussions on this matter are presently taking place.
Consequently a decision on this Ordinance is not possible at the present time.

Succession Duties Repeal Ordinance 1974

The Australian Government is giving further consideration to this Ordinance with a view to making a
decision shortly. Amongst other matters, it is having regard to proposals that have been made for transfer
of executive responsibility to the Northern Territory and consequent implications as to the financial re-
sponsibility.

Land Tenure (Transitional Provisions) Repeal Ordinance 1975

This Ordinance-was reserved because of doubts as to whether it came within the provisions of the
-Northern Territory (Administration) Act, section 4W(a). It is intended in the near future to submit to the
Governor-General a recommendatlon that he assent to this Ordmance

Local Government (Extension of Terms of Office) Ordinance 1975

As the elections for the Corporation of the City of Darwin have now been held, itis inténded in the near
future to submit to the Governor-General 4 recommendation that he withhold his assent to this Ordi-
nance. . .

370 MrDONDAS to Mr TAMBLING;— » .
‘What were the wind loading specifications for the Government contract built houses in Nakara?
ANSWER ’ ‘

" ‘Houses constructed for the Department of the Northern Territory in Nakara were constructed to comply
with the undermentioned wind loading specifications:

The roof when constructed, erectéd and fixed, together with associated purlins, roof sheeting and all relevant
items, shall be capable of withstanding dead and live loads specified as Australian Standard CA 34, Part ],
“and wind forces specified in CA 34, Part 2, using Terrain Category 3.

Framework shall be of approved material and section, guaranteed by the manufacturer, when properly con-
structed and with ‘all associated ‘items-fixed to withstand wind loadmg as set out in Australian Standard
CA 34,Part 1 and 2.

All rafters, purlms, etc., are to have Trip-1-Grip anchors, tie rods, etc. Anchors shall be located where raftérs
meét exterior walls unless mdlcated .

372 MrKILGARIFF to Mr POLLOCK—

_ Isit thie intention of the Government to set up a Heaith Commission in the Territory as recommended by the
Commissioners appointed to inquire into the Hospitals and Medical Services and, if so, what stage has
been reached in the project?

ANSWER

The present position is that Dr Everingham, the Minister for Health, has directed the Department to pro-
duce 4 discussion paper exploring the issues involved in the éstablishment of an independent statutory '
" authority to provide Health services in‘the Northern Terntory .

It is anticipated that the paper will be ready withix two months, and will set out and discuss the concepts per-
taining to-such an authority. Comments on the paper will be sought from a wide spectrum- of people in the
Northern Territory.

373 MrKILGARIFF to Mr POLLOCK —

What stage has been reached in the replacement of the Department of Health’s Dove aircraft and what type
of aircraft was chosen as the replacement?

ANSWER

The Cabinet decision was that the Dove aircraft of the Northern Territory Medical Service would be
replaced by “Nomade 24’ aircraft. Orders have been placed for six of these planes and the first is
expected to be delivered towards the end of this year with regular deliveries thereafter.

374 MrKILGARIFF to Mr POLLOCK —

Pending receipt of an answer to question 64, notice of which was given on 11 February 1975, can the honour-
able member indicate which. of the recommendations made in the report of the commissioners appointed
to inquire into all aspects of the sale and-consumption of liquor have been implemented?

ANSWER
See answer to question No. 64.
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375 MrSTEELE to Mr RYAN—

Has the Darwin publication “Northnews” received financial or other assistance from the Australian
Government to enable it to.continue pubhcanon since the cyclone?

ANSWER

The Darwin Business Relief Loan Fund has approved a loan of $5,000 at 5% per annumn for five years to
contine publications of ““Northnews”. This approval is conditional on the registration of the business
and the partners involved in the propnetorshlp

We are not aware of any other financial assistance from the Government for this enterprise.

376 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS~

Were the persons seen to be takmg photographs of houses in the suburbs of Darwin on 24 and 25 May and
identifying each house by the use of a blackboard with the block number written on it acting with the
authority of the Darwin Reconstruction Commission and, if so, what use will be made of the photographs?

ANSWER

Yes.

Visual identificaton of the degree of reconstruction required.

Visual reference to particular blocks which are the subject of a telephoned enquiry from the householder.

Visual reference for use by the Commission’s Homes Advisory Service in their discussion with home owners
who are seeking advice on rebuilding or repairing.

380 MrWITHNALL to DrLETTS— -

Is he, as a member of the Darwin Reconstruction Commission, aware that citizens of Darwm are bemg sub-
jected to questionnaires and in some cases harassed by employees of the Darwin Reconstruction Com-
mission. If he is, will be take steps to make sure— .

(a) thatthe harassmentis stopped, and

(b). that householders are informed that they are under no obhganon to answer any question put to them
by employees of the Commnsslon :

ANSWER :

I am not-aware of harassment of citizens of Darwin by employees of the Darwin Reconstruction Com-
mission. If the honourable member will provide me information.of specific cases of harassment I will have
them investigated. I am aware that the Reconstruction Commission is posing questions on important mat-
ters to people of Darwin, I am not aware of instances of the Commisson advising persons that they are
obliged to answer such questions. Again, if the honourable member will provide information on this I will
have the matter investigated.
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395 Mr. KENTISH to Mt RYAN—

How long will the Stuart Highway between the airport entrarice gates and Bombing Road remam in its
present condition? = -

ANSWER

The road outside the airport has been in that state for some time now. I'have been in touch with the contrac-
tor who is to do the work. The reason for the delay in starting the road is that the contractor has been
unsure of the amount of work which the company would have as a result of the cyclone. They have now
cleared up this problem and they are at present negotiating with the department of Housing and Con-
struction on rise and fall for the contract. The manager of the company estimated that there could be
about 2 weeks negotiations after which the road will be once agam under repair.

396 Mr WITHNALL to DrLETTS—

Did the Darwin Reconstruction Commission make selections and recommendations to the Minister for the
Northern Territory Citizens Council and, did the Minister vary these recommendations and substitute
some people selected by himself? If: s0, how was that substitution made?

ANSWER

The Darwin Reconstruction Commission d1d make recommendations to the Minister for some 15 places in
the Citizens Council. The Minister did make variations to those recommendations in respect of 3 positions.
He inserted persons other than the 3 hominated by the Darwin Reconstruction Commission.

397 MrDONDAS to Dr LETTS—

‘Why didn’t the Minister for the Northern Terrrtory have a member of the northern suburbs on the Darwin
Citizens-Advisory Council? |

ANSWER

1 have some hesitation in answering that question because I have no-idea what is in the Minister’s mind most
of the time. Therefore, that question is almost impossible to answer. I believe that it is not in-conformity
with Standing Orders either. I think I know what the honourable member is getting at and perhaps the

" only way I can answer it satisfactorily is that there was somebody representing the northern suburbs in the

original recommendations made by the Darwin Reconstruction Commission. That person was not

included in the Minister’s final list. The Minister has not given the Darwin Reconstruction Commission
any reasons for any of the substitutions which he made. . :

398 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS—

Would he ascertain for'me before the end of these : sittings how many of the staff presently employed by the
- Commission were formerly members of the NCDC.
ANSWER -

I will endeavour to obtain that information for.the honourable member in the course of these srttrngs

399 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS—

Will he table in the Legislative- Assembly a copy of the questronnalre currently being used by employees of
the Darwin Reconstrucnon Commissionina survey of the Darwin housmg situation?

- ANSWER

The honourable member did give me some indication that he would ask a question on these lines. At the end
of last week; I sought a copy of the questionnaire which I'subsequently received. On receiving the ques-
tionnaire, I noticed that it was headed across the top “CONFIDENTIAL”. In view of that heading, I feel.
that I'should either advise the Chairman of the Commission of my intention to table this paper or seek his
co-operation in having it tabled. In the meantime, I would be quite happy to make a copy of the question-
naire available to the honourable member for Port Darwin.

400 MrKENTISH to Dr LETTS— : : .

There is apparently considerable speculatlon regardmg the movement of the headquarters of the Depart- ‘
ment of North Australia from Darwin to some other place: Can he give me any information to confirm or
‘refute this rumour?. . .

- ANSWER

I am aware of the ruriours alluded to by the honourable member for Arnhem In fact, they are more than
rumours. The Minister in a conversation with me last week indicated that the matter was in fact under con-
sideration but no decision has yet been reached. I believe that further consideration of this proposal will
take place this week in Canberra. In view of that, it is my intention to formulate a motion calling on thlS
Assembly to express its view on this which can then be transmitted to the Prime Minister. .

401 Mr TUNGUTALUM toMrRYAN— .

What action has been made regardmg road srgns for the Shoal Bay area"

ANSWER :
Lask him to put the question on notice.
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402 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS—

It is said in the press that amendments have been made to the Building Manual that was tabled here at the
last meeting of the Assembly. Have such amendments been made in fact? Is that amended manual being
applied and will he table a copy of the amendments?

ANSWER

The Darwin Reconstruction Commission has considered a number of amendments to the Building Code and |
has approved a number of amendments which would have the effect of potentially reducing the price of
buildings in Darwin. In approving these amendments, the authority was given to the staff of the Com-
mission to have them incorporated within the new Building Manual. I will endeavour to obtain a copy of
all these amendments during the course of this week and provide them to the Assembly.

403 ‘Mr DONDAS to Mr EVERINGHAM —

I understand the Auditor-General commented on the number of berths still avallable on the “Patris’’ whilst
many public servants are still staying in hotels. Does he know whether any acuon has been taken to rectify
this situation? :

ANSWER

I was unaware of this position but I will undertake to do my ‘best to find out information for the honourable
member and will probably reply to-him this afternoon.

404 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS—

Has the Administrator’s Council made a decision on setting up of a parole board in the Northern Temtory" I
asked a question along these lines at the previous sittings and I believe that the Administrator’s Council
were going to give further consideration to this. It is now over 2 years since the necessary leglslauon was
passed.

ANSWER

I know the matter has been under consideration by the Admuustrator s Council on recent occasions. Unfor-
tunately, Thave been unable to be present at a couple of meetings of the Administrator’s Council and Iam
not quite sure what stage this matter has reached. However, I will find out the information for:the honour-
able member and report to her during these sittings. -

405 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS—

Has the Australian Government yet determmed the desirable extent, nature and purposes of the uses and
development of the Darwin area? If it has, will he disclose in this Assembly what has been determined? If
ithas not, when does the Government expect tobe able to make such a determination?

ANSWER

Iam unable to provide a full and satisfactory -answer in this matter because the Reconstruction Com-
mission’s responsibilities terminate when the plan has been put on display for a month and when the
objections and comments of the public have been received and considered by the Reconstruction Com-
mission and then forwarded to the Minister as the Commission’s final version of a scheme for the plan of
the town of Darwin. The views of the Commission on the plan have been formulated with the exception of
one particular road and I understand those views have been transmitted to the Minister and the Govern-
ment. As far as I am aware, the Cominission has had no final declaration by the Minister or the Govern-
ment to say that this is the plan but I will seek this information from the general manager.-

406 MrMacFARLANE to Dr LETTS—

Last week the chairman of the Primary Producers Board drew attenuon to-the failure of the Australian
-Government to provide the funds it promised to cattlemen to prov1de carry-on finance. Are the promised
. funds available?

ANSWER

Ifind that question a little ambiguous. T am not quite sure what the honourable member for Elsey means. As
I understand the matter the Australian Government has entered into a commitment in relation to the
Northern Territory to provide carry-on finance to producers in need. Various figures were talked about as
to what the ceiling on individual loans would be and what the rate of interest would be. The Minister
expected to make an announcement about the final details of the scheme last week. I haven’t seen any
final listing of the exact details of the ceiling amounts and the final conﬁrmauon of the rate of interest
which was to be a concessional rate.

The honourable member for Elsey may be speaking about the overall extent of the finance which was to be
granted. I don’t believe that the Minister or the government ever gave a firm undertaking that it was to be
one.and a half million or two million dollars or any set amount. I have heard a statement that the total
amount that would be available may have been reduced to something less than the one and a half million
dollars which was commonly discussed several weeks ago. This may well be so.but-it is not a matter of
grave concerin because, once the scheme is approved in principle, I am confident that, as in the case of
former drought schemes and flood schemes, the government then has an obligation to meet the total
amount which can be proven to be required. :
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407 MrSTEELE to Mr SPEAKER—
Would it possible for him to approach the Department of the Northern Territory in respect.of the Burmese
plywood and do something about these desks in the Assembly" ‘
ANSWER
I will make representauons to the Department of Northern Australia to see what can be done in regard to
members’ desks.
408 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS—
What land has been vested in the Darwin Reconstruction Commlssron for its control and administration
- pursuant to section 12A of the act?
ANSWER '
Ido not have a copy of the act before me and I don’t know the exact wordmg T ask him to put that questlon
on notice.
409 MrMacFARLANE to Mr TUXWORTH~--
Why has a certain tour operator at Katherine been oonsrstently refused permission to cross the Katherine
Gorge Reserve to reach the 17 mile falls?
ANSWER '

The answer that I have received from the Northern Temtory Reserves Board is that they are reluctant to let
anybody pass through the reserve as they are afraid that people will abuse the area, leave rubbish in their
wake and generally make a nuisance of themselves. They feel that, until they can get a ranger station in
the area, they will not be able to permit anybody to go into the gorge.

410 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS—.

How many buildings has the Darwin Reconstruction Commission erected, repaired or demolished?
ANSWER ' '

T would ask the honourable mermber to place that question on notice.
411 MrMrBALLANTYNE to Mr POLLOCK —

Have ‘the staff appointments been made at the Yirrkala Medical Centre and how many have been
appointed? When will the official opemng date be announced? .

ANSWER
T ask that the question be placed onnotice.
- 412 MrDONDAS to Mr TUXWORTH-—

Did the Northern Territory Government Tourist Bureau consult w1th the Tourist Promotion Association in
Darwin and Katherine before deciding to shift the bureau headquarters to Alice Springs and, if not, why
not?

ANSWER
. Iwill endeavour to find out and answer the question this afternoon
413 MrMacFARLANE to Dr LETTS— : : '

. Will the TB eradication campaign be aﬁ'ected by the reluctance of the Austrahan Government to assist the
beef industry?

ANSWER

That is almost a matter of opinion and therefore is close to the wrnd as far as Standing Orders are concemed
.- Within the Iast couple of weeks, I have madé a visit over quite a'large area of the Barkly Tablelands
stations which is one of the areas that has had some problems with tuberculosis in the past. In'the course of
my travels, I found that-a number of stations had virtually ceased operations for this year. The staff had
been put off; they were not active in normal cattle station work; improvements were not being maintained
in the normal way. Because of this, I expect some stations will go back in their ability to handle cattle. On
top of that, by far the largest cost in a tuberculosis eradication campaign is the cost on the station itself of
roviding the manpower and the resources to muster the cattle periodically as required by the department
1n-order to put them together so that the veterinary and stock inspection staff can carry out the tests. That
cost runs into many thousands-of dollars per station and far outwerghs anything that is paid in compensa-
tion or any contributions: made from the public purse. You can’t get blood from a stone and if there was an
absence of any suitable financial help in the'way of carry-on finance and assistance to enable stations to
operate even at a reduced level, in many cases it would be quite impossible for the stations to be able to
provide the mustering exercise to enable the TB tests to be carried out. Therefore, the nauonal eradication
program could be seriously retarded: .

414 MrsLAWRIE to Dr LETTS—

Isit a fact that a position exists in the DRC for a Director of Information? If so, how does this position differ
from the normal public relations officer? Was the position approved by the Reconstruction Commission or
has it been set up by administrative action?
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ANSWER

I can perhaps throw some light on the way the Commission makes appointments of this kind. The Com-
mission decided that any senior position equivalent to the second division in the Australian Public Service
would have to come individually before the full meeting of the Reconstruction Commission for authoris-

_ ation and approval. For positions equivalent to the third division in the Australian Public Service, auth-
ority for approval was given to the Chairman of the Commission and the Deputy Chairman of the Com-
mission. I feel fairly confident that the particular position that the honourable member for Nightcliff has
asked about falls into that category. In any case, I have had a note taken of the question and I will try to
find out precise information about how this position differs from a normal PRO position. .

415 MrSTEELE to Mr RYAN— ’

Is he aware that between Berrimah and the Batchelor turn-off there are many narrow strips and ruts caused
by workmen rebuilding the road and these are creating a hazard to the traffic? Will he ascertain when this
will be repaired?

ANSWER .
I will attempt to find out the answers and give them to him ata later date at this srttmg
416 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS—

What plant equipment and machinery has the Darwin Reconstructron Commission taken on hire and let
out?
ANSWER :
Iwill have a note taken of this questron and I will endeavour to ﬁnd out the details and furnish them to him
during the course of these sittings.
417 MrsLAWRIE to Dr LETTS— o
My question relates to the previous question about the Director of Information. Is it a fact that the salary for
that position is $19,000?
ANSWER ; J ‘ ‘
I do not know what the exact salary level is. I think there are some 100, positions within the Darwin Recon-

struction Commission and I can’t'recall what each salary level is. I will check that one and advise the
honourable member.

418 MrMacFARLANE to Mr TUXWORTH—
What are the circumstances relating to continuous complaints by Mr Kevin Guy who operates gurded tours
at the 16 mile caves at Katherine for the Reserves Board?
ANSWER

The brief details are that he was given permission to operate and develop the caves as an attractive tourist
facility which he-has done very well. He now finds himself in the position with the:Reserves Board that he
can neither get compensation for his capital outlay nor a lease to continue to operate. The Reserves Board
has adopted the approach that they want Mr Guy to leave this area by the middle of 1976 and they are
standing firm on this request. I am unable to fathom their reasoning for this and I sympathise with Mr Guy
very much but I am unable to give any suggestion as to what he may do to get out of his dllemma

419 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS—

How much money has been committed and expended to provide transport, accommodation, provrsrons and
amenities for officers and employees of the Darwin Reconstruction Commission and their families. up to
30 June, 19757

‘ANSWER ‘ .

The financial details of the Darwin Reconstruction Commission really start operating as from the beginning
of the next financial year. They are working on special appropriations at the moment until the budget is
approved. Then, it will be public knowledge exactly how much money is available and in what categorles
Inthe meantime, I will endeavour to obtain the information and advise the honourable member.

420 MrPERRON to MrRYAN— -

Did the Fire Departmentconsult with elther the City Corporatlon parks and gardens personnel, the Forestry
Department or the Envxronmental Council before undertaking the burning off of the area around the Dar-
- win High School?

ANSWER

_Iam unable to answer the questron I will endeavour to make: some enquiries ‘during the course of these
sittings.

421 Mr WITHNALL to DrLETTS—

How many and what directions has the Mlmster given to the Darwin Reconstructron Commission pursuant
to section 10 of the act"

ANSWER

1 ask the honourable member to place that questron on notice.
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" 422 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr POLLOCK —

What facilities are there in Darwin at present for the holding of female prisoners sentenced by a court or
what arrangements are made in such an eventuality?

ANSWER

The situation is unchanged since the honourable member last asked this question. There are basically no fa-
cilities it would seem in Darwin at the moment for holding female prisoners under sentence. Any female
prisoner sentenced in Darwin or the Top End is being transferred to the Alice Springs prison. :

423 Mrs LAWRIE to Miss ANDREW—

Does she have a policy on the semester versus trimester system in the schools? If so, what isit,and has itbeen
expressed to the Department of Education?

ANSWER

Thave dlscussed this matter at length with the Director of Education. It is going to be dlscussed again at what
I feel is the correct forum as I am representing the Assembly on the Advisory Committee for Education in

. the Territory. I think that the system generally could well be adopted for Aboriginal schools but for town
schools it seems that the term system will continue.

424 MrKENTISH to Mr RYAN—

. Has he noticed the immense bank up of traffic waiting for their turn at the reglstratlon office in Goyder
¢ Road? The waiting time at the office there is very great. Can he advise me of the cause for this delay in get-
ting registration and what is being done about it and when?

ANSWER

The situation at the Motor Registry seems to be the same wherever you go although the Northern Territory
is blessed with the worst that I'have struck to date. They are presently building a new premises for the
Motor Registry although I feel that this is not the problem. There appears to be a staff problem. They have
recently transferred the licensing section to another place which should have eased the problem at Motor
Registry office. However, this does not appear to be the case..I will contact the manager at the Motor
Registry and ask him what is being done about trying to improve the situation, and give an answer ata
later date in these s1tt1ngs s

425 MrDONDAS to Mr POLLOCK —

Can he advise how many terminations of pregnancy ahd hysterectomy operations have been perfofmed ‘
each month this year at the Darwin Hospital and what were the reasons for them? Are comparative figures
available for 1974?

ANSWER

I do not have the statistics with me this morning,. I will endeavour to get them and answer the question later
in the session,

426 MrKENTISH to Mr TAMBLING—

1t has come to my notice recently that what are termed full scale local govemment or town councils with full
-authority, are being installed at places on the reserves and settlements, most recently at Maningrida,
where a special ceremony occurred last week with the inauguration of a town council with full authority.
Incidently, I was not invited-or even notified about this although I am the member for that area. There
seems to be something wrong about thls, they don’t seem to be related to this Assembly, these new town
councils; Can the honourable member give me any information about these new councils?

ANSWER

T am not aware of any particular links of Aboriginal town councils with the Local Government Branch of the
Department of the Northern Territory. There is 10 established legistation link or functional role. I am
aware that a number of advisory town councils have been formed inAboriginal communities in the
Northern Territory and I beliéve they do play an important role in representing the-voice of those com-
munities. However, they are in no way traditional or linked with normal legislation, particularly through
this Assembly. "

I am informed by the Department of Aboriginal Affairs that legislation is being considered for incorporating
or formulating a form of local government and at the moment it is purely a functional arrangement be-
tween the Department of Aboriginal Affairs and the town council. In many instances they are budget allo-
‘cations to the town councils; of a similar nature to local government grants, to cover such work as hygiene -
and minor roads and maintenance within the town council areas. ;

427 MrsLAWRIE to Dr LETTS—

I refer to a question I raised yesterday. Has he yet any advice for me on how and when the Parole Board of
the Northern Territory will.be appomted or when it will be considered finally by the Administrator’s
Council?

ANSWER

I regret that I have not yet got the answer required by the honourable member for Nightcliff. T hope to obtain
it during the course of today and advise herlater in the day.



" QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE—-Wednesday 18 June 1975

428 Mr VALE to Mr RYAN—

Can he advise me aboit the two short-wave transmitters which arrived in Australia late last year and were to
be installed in Darwin for transmmmg local ABC programs to outback areas of the Territory?

" ANSWER

After many years of haggling the Northern Territory was about to.get2 short-wave transmitters for trans-
mitting focal ABC broadcasts to the outback areas of the Northern Territory:No doubt you, Mr Deputy
- Speaker, would appreciate this type of service if it was instigated: As the execitive member concerned in
answering the question, I'am certainly not going to offer excuses for the Australian Government because it *
is obviously their decision to withhold these transmitters. I believe that they did arrive last year and are
likely to be used in Victoria which means that we have to start from scratch once again to try and establish
the short-wave broadcasts which would greatly be appreciated by outback people. I have written to the
Postmaster-General on this subject and asked him if he could give me some advice as to what their moves
would be for the future of these broadcasts, and on receiving this I will relay it to the Assembly.

429 Mr DONDAS to Mr POLLOCK —

What s the waiting time for elective surgery, other than termination of pregnancy, at the Darwin Hospital
and what is the number of outstanding elective surgery cases at the Darwm Hospital?

ANSWER /
) I don’t have this information with me but I will endeavour to get it durmg this session.
430 MrROBERTSON to Miss ANDREW—

Are children in the Tennant Creek Area School being demed an education and turned away from that school
because of the continuous shortage of teachers" If this is the case what actlon is bemg taken to rectify the
situation? ) :

ANSWER - .

~Tam informed that the parents of children in 6 classes at the Tennant Creek Area School yesterday received
a letter sent by the representative of the Northern Territory Commonwealth Teachers’ Federation
informing them that if their children belonged to one of these particular classes the children would not re-
ceive any instruction at school and they were advised not to send them. The circular listed; with dates, the
amount of time that these classes had been without a teacher. The teachers have decided that rather than
baby-sit the children from other classes, which. has been interrupting the education of the children under
their jurisdiction from the beginning of the year, they would refuse to take them. I am informed by the de-
partment that a senior officer deputising for the director will arrive in Tennant Creek at lunchtime today to
_undertake a survey of the situation. We hope to have some information of his findings tonight.

431 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS— -

Has the Darwin Reconstruction Commission acquired a block of land on the Esplanade on which it is
proposed to build a house for the Secretary of the Department of the Northern Terntory" .

ANSWER

- 1 have heard only a rumour. The Darwin Reconstruction Commission has acqurred a promrnent block on the
- Esplanade. I am not certain of the purpose for whiclrit has been dcquired but I will make further enquiries
and advise the honourable: member later this sitting.

432 MrDONDAS to Mr EVERINGHAM— . :
[ Areany unemployed petsons in Darwin receiving unemployment benefits or social welfare benefits?
ANSWER )
I will find out the answer durmg the course of the sittings and advise him.
433 Mrs LAWRIE to DrLETTS—

Is it proposed to hold any further meetrngs of the Darwin Reconstruction Commrssron in any place other
than Darwin?

ANSWER

Tt is possible that the Darwin Reconstruction Commrssron may have meetings in places other than Darwin.
There is no proposal at this stage to have Aany such meetings. There was a resolution or a firm expression of
opiriion and agreement within the commission that me¢tings of the Reconstruction Commission should be
held in Darwin. Regular meetings of the commission have -always been held here with one exception and I
‘think that was back in the days of the interim commission anyway. There was one occasion when-an
urgent consultation was required in order to get certain recommendations to the Minister in the Cabinet
and it was necessary for Darwin members of the commission to go to Canberra in order for such a meeting
to tlake place. That was in rather exoeptronal circumstances and it w111 be the exception rather than the rule
in the future.

434 MrBALLANTYNE to Mr RYAN—

Could he tell me the new contractor for installation of postal boxes at the Nhulunbuy Post Office, how many
boxes will be installed and when they will complete this contract?
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* ANSWER )
- I'will attempt to find out and answer this afternoon.
435 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS~ :

Some time ago 1 wrote to the Director of Emergency Servwes, Mr McHenry, asking for mformatmn about
meat which was given to the people of Darwin by the people of Cairns. I believe 40 tonnes of meat was in-
volved. I asked for information as to when it was distributed, to whom and in what quantities. I am still
awaiting a reply some weeks later. I ask the Majority Leader if he would attempt to get thls information
for me in a fairly short time. They have had notice of these quenes for 3 weeks.

© ANSWER

Thave no direct relationship with the Director of Emergency Services other than the relatlonshlp which the
Administrator’s Council has with that person. However I will use whatever influence I can to obtain the
information and expedite the action which the honourable member for Nightcliff has suggested should be

. taken.

436 MrKENTISH to Dr LETTS—
Can he advise me whether the postofthe Dn'ector of Emergency Serv1ces will be redundant after June 30?7
ANSWER

As I'understand it, the cyclone emergency leg1slau0n will expire on June 30. Iintend to take no initiative to

continue it after ‘that date, nor have I had any approach from government suggesting that Ishould do so. I

. take it that the statutory position of Director of Emergency Services will expire with the legislation at that

time. There is another disaster emergency organisation which is‘being set up within the Department of

Northern Australia and involving some members of this Assembly; presumably that body will carry on
the role for any future work required.

437 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS—

At the end of this month when the legislation expires, what is to be done with the records presently held by
the Permit Section? These records contain a large amount of information about individuals in Darwin. Are
they to be destroyed as I believe they should be or, if not, what is'to be done with them? Who wﬂl have
access to them and where will they be kept?

ANSWER.

I ask the honourable member of Nightcliff to place that questlon on notlce as I have to obtain the answer
elsewhere.

438 Mr WITHNALL to DrLETTS—

I must necessarily refer to paragraphs 13, 14 and 15 of the Jomt Commxttee s report on constitutional
development for my question to be intelligible. I don’t propose to read the full text of it but paragraphs 13,
14:and 15 said that the committee accepted that it was not possible for the urban land function in respect

-~ of Darwin to be immediately transferred to the Exegutive because the Darwin Reconstruction Act would
give the urban land authority to the commission for the next 5 years. It went on to say that whilst the com- *
mittee agreed that the commission needed to have full authority for the reconstruction of Darwin, it con-
sidered that the principle recommended in its original report in regard to the urban land function should
not be altered; thatis to say, it should be a function exercised locally undeér the authority of this Assembly.
Paragraph 15 said that before the Darwin Reconstruction Commission had oompleted its task the com-
mittee would expect that negotiations would take place for the transfer of the Darwm urban land function
to the Territory Executive.

1 ask whether this statement by the Joint Comnmittee has been considered by the Darwm Reconstruction
Commission. Will the honourable member put to the commission the proposal that, in view of the Joint
Committee’s statement, the Darwin Reconstruction Commission should exercise its plannmg powers only -
in so far as planmng may be necessarily involved in its immediate task of reconstrucuon durmg the next 5
years?

ANSWER

- I don’t believe that paragraph 15 and the preceding paragraphs of the Joint Committee report had been
brought to the attention of or consideration by the Darwin Reconstruction Commission as yet. I will
undertake to bring this matter before them.as the honourable member for Port Darwin has suggested.

- Certain urban land matters were partly involved in the debate that we had yesterday: As far.as amend-
ments to town planning legislation and other urban land matters are/concerned, the executive members
with ‘responsibilities ‘in those fields. are ‘continuing with the drafting of 1eg1slat10n and proceedmg as
though the authority still rests with th1s leglslature for those matters.

439 MrDONDAS to Miss ANDREW—
Are educational services in Darwin considered to be ndw normal?
ANSWER

Most of the schools whlch were operating previously, with the exception of the 3 that were most badly
damaged, are now operating. There were 7260 children attending school as at last Friday. The. teacher
situation, taking the usual standard of 1 teacher to 30 children is considered to be normal ora httle better.
However, there are some shortages in more specialised areas. .
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440 Mr ROBER’ISON to MlSS ANDREW—

Is she aware of reports which state that the Yirara Aboriginal College has serious structural faults and in fact
has been unsatisfactorily built? Is it a fact that a lot of money is currently being spent in repairing that col-
lege and, if so, from where are these funds coming?

ANSWER

" Tam aware that there are serious structural faults in Yirara College The matter has gone back to the Depart—
ment of Housing and Construction who have let a contract for repairs. However, the Department of Edu-
cation will be expected to foot the bill for the repairs.

441 MrSTEELE to Mr RYAN—

T ask this question because of the poor road systems and poor access to the states. Has he taken steps to seek
an invitation for a Northerni Territory répresentative to attend state transport ministers’ conferences?

ANSWER

Yes, we have taken steps to get to the ATAC conference which takes place in Adelaide next month, I have
written to the Minister for Transport, Mr Jones, asking him if he would invite us to the conference: T have
also spoken to Dr Patterson who has given his approval for our going to this meeting.

442 MrBALLANTYNE to Miss ANDREW —

Can she tell me the present situation regarding the proposed Yirrkala school? Have the tenders been sent out
or accepted? Have they had a total estimate of the cost of this buﬂdmg" Have they an estimate of the com-
‘pletion date fot those buildings?

ANSWER
Taskthat the questlon be placed on notice as I do not yet have the details avallable
443 Mr PERRON to MrRYAN—

Will the honourable member ask the District Telephone Officer to have a public telephone installed at Tuck-
well Court-to alleviate the present sltuanon which compels pensioners to walk a considerable distance to
use a telephone? K

ANSWER B :
I will take what action is necessary to try and establish this phone.
444 MrROBERTSON to Mr EVERINGHAM—

Does he consider that the present Alice Springs court house is a sultable place to'conduct the processes of the:
law? If he doesn’t, what plans are in hand for a new court house, or houses if you like, for Alice Springs
and where is it proposed that they be built? Having regard for the fact that there is going to be a consider-
able delay in building, if in fact somebody is going to build a new court house for Alice Springs, is he
aware that an extensive space has been leased—since July 1973 the agents tell me—and that the area has

_never been used for the purpose.of a court house i in 2 years? Is he aware of what plans are on foot to get
that place into operation and, ifso, when" .

ANSWER

" Tam aware of the present situation with the Alice Springs court house, having practised in it almost daily for

a period of 8 years. I do consider that it has serious defects and the administration of justice is difficult

~ there in the circumstances. The Clerk of the Court has an office which is virtually open to the public and

" cannot be under any circumstances termed private: The courtroom itself'is a quaint, archaic; antediluvian

structure—to-the use the terms of the honourable Majority Leader in another sense yesterday—and we

have seenin the course of the past few weeks that security in this courtroom is very seriously lackmg One
of the reasons for that is that it can be entered by about 5 different doors.

These defects, I understand, were ‘to be remedled by the construction of a new oourts complex in Ahce
Springs adjacent to the new police station on the corner of Hartley and Parsons Sireets, diagonially op-
posite the location of the present court house: However plans for this courts complex were delayed be-
cause the Central Australian Branch of the National Trust were concerned that an old stone cell uséd to in-

_carcerate persons in years gone by might be demolished in the course of construction of the new:court -
.house and Tknow that this-matter delayed proceedings for at least 12 months. T am not aware of the cur-
rent situation on construction of the new court house complex. The plans which T did see had some serious
defects in that the Clerk of Courts’ Reglstry would have been on an upper floor rather than on the ground

. floor handy to the public.

As to the area leased, I assume that the honourable member refers to the area leased by the Attorney-
General’s Department in the REL Building in Parsons Street, Alice Springs. I do not know that-this has
been leased since I think it was 1972 or 1973—that would certainly be correct. Since then it has been occu-
pied by 1-solicitor and 2 stenographic staff although it is an area, at my estimate, of several thousand
square feet. I do understand, although this of course is hearsay, that it was mtended for use as an ad-
ditional courtroom in Alice Springs.
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. Tcannot unfortunately give the honourable member any timetable for the construction of 2 new courts com-
plex; however, I shall certainly take the matter up with the Attorney-General’s Department and give the
honourable member a written answer in the course of the next few weeks.

445 MrKENTISH toMr POLLOCK —

I refer to the brutal battering to death of a woman at Goulburn Island by drunks about 11 days-ago, on June

7, and numerous incidents:of this. nature in the Arnhem electorate caused by liquor but not always leading

to death or injury. Can he tell me if any positive or corréctive action is being taken to prevent this sort of
occurrence on reserves?

ANSWER

The matter of police patrols and so forth on various Aboriginal reserves and settlements in outback areas has
been one of concern to me for some time. In my own electorate in recent times we have had incidents
where the necessity for police attendance and patrols and so forth has come under scrutiny. The Com-
missioner of Police advises that the cost of establishing a police station in those areas is now estimated-at
$700,000 per station. The funds required to establish stations on a number of localities which are in urgent
need of them are therefore considerable and at the moment beyond the budget of that department.
Heaven knows what they will get in the future since they have been finally taken away. I will take the mat-
ter up further and see what can be done to ensure more patrols and more enforcement of the law for the
protection of life and property in the more remote areas of the Territory. ‘
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446 Mr TUNGUTALUM to Mr TUXWORTH—

Does he know whether financial and practical assistance is available to Aboriginal communities to help
develop tourist attractions and facilities in remote areas and on Aboriginal reserves?

ANSWER

I'have not yet received a reply from the Minister for Tourism. I wrote to him some 2 months ago seeking his
advice on whether financial assistance or any other assistance would be available to Aborigines to help
develop tourist-facilities in their areas. I asked him if thesé people would have access to the tourist loans
that were available through the Deyvelopment Bank or whether this inquiry should be channelled through
the minister representing Aborigines in the federal parliament. Shortly after he would have received this
letter, there was a certain amount of movement in cabinet positions in Canberra and I do not-doubt that .
his question has been delayed in being answered because of this. As soon as T have an answer I will advise
the honourable member for Tiwi.

447 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr RYAN—

-1 understand on good authority that the ABC intends to continue the Darwin-Katherine television from
Queensland via the microwave link but there are not any plans for the Northern Territory programs from
Darwin, including proper rural shows or full news programs. Bearing this in mind I ask if he will protest
against this situation with the ABC head office in Sydney.

ANSWER . S .
Twill follow this through with the ABC.

448 Mr DONDAS to Dr LETTS—

Is he aware of any move to displace the community creche now located in the previous Essington House?
" Will he make efforts to ensure that the creche is not relocated?

ANSWER L

Information came to my ears only this mofning that the Darwin Reconstruction Commission was interested
-in Essington House-as a site and a building for other purposes. Fhave not yet had the opportunity to follow
the matter up but I will do so and inform him of the result of my further inquiries.

449 MrKENTISH to Dr LETTS—
‘Who owns the unbranded cattle on Aboriginal reserves?
ANSWER ' ’

This maiter has been decided in the past by courts-or by agreement of adjoining landholders with people on
Aboriginal reserves. Mr Justice- Woodward made a recommendation in his report that this issue should be
resolved by negotiation within-a period of 2 years between the government, the Aboriginal people and
any adjoining landowners. I'do not believe that there is a simple one-word answer to the question.

450 MrSTEELE to Dr LETTS—

Would he'investigate thie need tospeed up the final contour survey of the surge line? I understand the survey
is being handled by an agent of the commission and it is expected that another 6 to 8 weeks will elapse be-
fore the policy is determined. . . .

_ANSWER. |
Yes:

451 MrsLAWRIE to DrLETTS—

It is understood that-the Darwin Reconstruction Commission is seeking views of this Assembly.on the surge

line. Does the Majority Leader intend putting forward a point.of view of all members of the Assembly or
does he intend that each member submit his own private view on the surge line?

ANSWER _ S ) '

here was'no formal resolution to the effect that the views of the Assembly would be sought. If such a resolu-

- tion was carried, I would take it that the Darwin Reconstruction Commission would ¢ommunicate with

the Speaker of this' Assembly and then the Speaker would in some way arrange for the views of the whole

Assembly to be sought. When the matter was discussed and the City Corporation’s representative on the

DRC indicated that he was going to have the matter referred to the Corporation, I said that the Assembly

would be interested, in particular those members of the Assembly who reside in Darwin: It was arranged

that a meeting would be held with the gentléman who is supposedly an éxpert on these matters and who

has been retained by the commission to give advice on it. I believe that that meeting did take place but I

did not attend it. The honourable member for Nightcliff may have been away at the time the meeting was

called, but there has not been any formal request to the Assembly to express a view. As far as I am con-

cerned, they could be givenindividually or collectively. : .

452 MrTUNGUTALUM to Mr RYAN-—

Tn view of the increa_sed traffic on dirt roads ift the rural areas which is causing a hazard and inconvenience to
road users-and children; what plans are there for sealing roads in the areas?
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ANSWER

1 assume the honourable member for T1w1 is referring to the Berrimah- Howard Springs area. I would sug-
gest that he put the question on notice.

453 MrDONDAS to Mr POLLOCK—

Apart from the Casuarina Hospital complex, what medical services does the Department of Health intend
provrdmg for the Casuatina district in the future"

ANSWER
I will erideavour to get an accurate reply for the. member later today. -
454 Mr TUNGUTALUM to Mr RYAN-—

The ABC some time ago proposed to have a half hour dally program directed to the Abongmal communities
in the Northern Territory. Has this been affected by the decision to locate radio transmitters in Victoria
. rather than in the Northern Territory as originally planned?

ANSWER

‘The decision to 1mplement this program still stands and T have been told that this could be started in a short
time. However, the effect of the program would be greatly inhibited by the fact that they would be unable
to transmit the program to the more remote areas of the Northern Territory. The Aboriginal population
residing around the major centres would receive the program through the normal transmitting facilities of
the ABC but those Aboriginals living in settlements and isolated areas would be unable to share in these
benefits.

455 "Mr PERRON to Mr TUXWORTH~
.Could he advise the reason behind the surplus stocks of fish in Darwin which fishermen are unable to sell?
ANSWER i ’

A study.of this-is currently being made by both the Department and the Fishermens’ Oooperauve Asa
fresuIy of the cyclone, there are half as many fishing boats operating out of the port. There are:27 000 fewer
people available to consume fish but there is still a discrepancy in the total consumption by the population
and the amount being exported to southern capitals. The study being undertaken at the moment is to
ascertain whether the local distributors are importing. It also involves a study into whether there is any ir-
regularity in the import of fish into the Territory at the moment. Further, they are considering the effect
that the prices of other commodities such as meat may be having on fish consumption.

456 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS— .

My question refers to question 378 on the notice paper whrch asked certain questlons about the proposal to
install swimming pools in the homes of senior public servants. When canl expect an answer to this ques-
tion? .

ANSWER

I will see that the matter is taken up with the Department which is prov1d1ng 1nformat10n with a'view to ex-
pediting it. : o ) .

457 MrTUNGUTALUM to Dr LETTS—

There has recently been an increased interest in the Darwin area for an Australian- Atomic Energy Com-
mission. How many new employees and their dependants does the Atomic Energy Commission: propose
to house in Darwin and will this strain housing areas?

ANSWER Sy

There have been some very strange goings-on with government instrumentalities in Darwin in recent days
over their accommodation in which 1 have become personally involved in a sense. Qantas sold some of
their accommodation units to TAA who subsequently disposed of theirs to somebody else and then Qan-
tas decided to.come back in'and the Atomic Energy Commission is also mixed up in the whole of this ac-
commodation shambles. None of these instrumentalities have helped the cause of the people of Darwin,
especially some of those who are living in some of the accommodation that legally belong to them. As far
as the Atomic Energy Commission is concerned, they have 5 additional staff to come into Darwin—and I

~ think 12 children are with those people—and they will be taking up qurte a bit of accommodation which is
- “administered by thé Department of Property and Servrces

45 8 Mr DONDAS to Mr TAMBLING— -

. When will a system of releasing land by auctton be recommended and how many blocks will be available:
between June 1975 and June 1976?

ANSWER

T am unable to give a specific answer to the honourable member’s question. However; I am aware that the
" Department of Northern Territory Lands Branch is currently in consultation with the Darwin Reconstruc-
tion Commission on the matter of availability of land. Whilst it must be appreciated that the first priority is
the teconstruction program, I know that this matter is being pursued to make available blocks at an early
date for people in Darwin. However I do not see much hope of it coming about in 1975 or 1976.
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459 MrPERRON to Mr RYAN—

Can the honourable member confirm that contracts for the supply of certain building materials from West-
ern Australia have been cancelled and will now be supplied from South Australia by road transport due to
the problems associated with sea freight from Western Australia? ‘ ‘

ANSWER

Ttis a fact that contracts with. Western Australian companies have been cancelled because of the doubtful-
ness of sea transport from Western Australia. The doubt is not actually with the sea transport; their ships

are quite reliab}e. However, we have a certain amount of bother with our whatf; the personnel there seem
to take delight in turning these ships away. . : .

During the last sittings, we had a situation where the ships had left the port still carrying the cargo which is
needed by Darwin and the Northern Territory. This city is once again in a similar situation. The Gertrude
Bakke has left Darwin. This ship was carrying Japanese cars which now will be unloaded in Western
Australia and will be subject to higher freight costs because they have to be transported back to Darwin.
The Nyanda is in port but it is not able to be unloaded because of the strike and also is unable to leave the
port because they will not let it go out. They have 500 tons of freight that is required at Wyndham. The
owners gave the assurance that they. would return to Darwin after having delivered perishables to
Wyndham but the wharfies decided that they would not allow the ship to leave the port. I do not know how
long this situation is to continue but, if it does continue, our friends down at the wharf could find themselves
permanently with nothing to do because people running a business in shipping are not going to continue
bringing ships to Darwin just to have them sit in the port. They will return to the port unloaded. I therefore
suggest that there may be some action taken. ‘

460 Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS—

On Tugsday, I asked him to table a &py of a questionnaire that he claimed was marked “confidential”’. T
asked him whether he has yet come to understand that the word “confidential’’ on the top of the form
refers to the information to,be supplied and not to the form itself? Will he table that form today?

ANSWER

I accept the view that the word “confidential’” would refer to hé personal details about people rather than
the form being confidential in the sense thatitis not 10 be made available to other people. I would be happy
to table it. o ‘ . ‘ ,

461 -Mr WITHNALL to Dr LETTS~

1 direct the honourable member for Victotia River’s dttention to his answer to question 380: I asked him
whether he was aware that citizens of Darwin were being subjected to questionnaires and in some cases
were being harassed by employees of the Darwin Reconstruction Commission. I also asked him to take
steps to-ensure that householders are informed that they are under no obligation to. answer any question put
to them., ‘

‘The answer I received was this: “I am not aware of harassment of citizens by employees of the Darwin
- Reconstruction Commission. If the honourable member will provide me with information of specific cases
of harassment I will have them investigated. 1 am awarc that the Reconstruction Commission: is. posing
questions on important matters to the people of Darwin but I am not aware of instances of the Commission
‘advising persons that they are obliged to answer questions”’. I direct the'honourable member’s attention to .
the question I asked. him. Will he take steps to make sure that householders are:informed that they are
under no-obligation to answer these questions? I did not ask him or suggest to him that people were told
they had to answer questions but'T was insisting that people be told that they did not have to.answer the
questions unless they warnted to. T ) .

"~ ANSWER

T will bring this matter to the attention of the Reconstruction Commission with a view to having the matter
clarified by the surveyorts to the people they are interviewing,

462 MrDONDAS to Mr EVERINGHAM —

Can he give any indication as to how long the funds of the Darwin Cyclone Relief Trust Fund will last?
ANSWER - . o

It is expected that the funds will be totally dispérsed within the next 6 weeks to 2 months.

‘Whilst on' my feet, I'will answer a question from the honourable member for Casuarina yesterday as.to
whether any petsons in Darwin were receiving-employment benefits. I have been informed by an official of
thie Department of Labour that no such benefits are being paid-in Darwin at the present time.

463 MrBALLANTYNE to M RYAN— .

Has there been an official tabled report on the failure of communications during Cyclone Tracy? If there has
been areport, can he obtain one forme? i : :

ANSWER

I'do not know of any report and, if I can obtain one; I will see that the honourable member for Nhulunbuy
gets a copy of it.
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464 MrKENTISH to Mr EVERINGHAM—
-Are any other payments being made tq the reputed 350 unemployed in Darwin in lieu of unemployment
‘benefits? I refer to ration or sustenance allowances?
ANSWER
I will take this up with the Department of Labour and the Department of Social Security today.
465 Mrs LAWRIE to Mr TAMBLING—- ) )

Isit a fact that within the Commonwealth Public Service female public servants with dependants and not
necessarily living with their husbands are being denied the opportunity of goinig on the housing list simply
because they are females, even though they have dependants and are permanent? If this is a fact, has the

honourable member dlscussed it'with the department and does he agree with it?
ANSWER ‘ :

This is the first occasion that this matter has been brought to my attention. I will discuss it today and hope-
fully provide an answer to the member later this day. .

466 MrBALLANTYNE to MrRYAN—

Has the PMG any future plans to install a new telephone at the Gove Airport?
ANSWER

1 ask that he put the question on notice.
467 Mr TUNGUTALUM to Mr TAMBLING—

Prior to the cyclone work had commenced on Howard Springs Primary School. What plans do the govern-
ment have for commencing reconstruction? What percentage is the school planned for and for how many
. years will the capacity be capable to servmg the area before extensions are required?

ANSWER

Iwill endeavour to obtam the information today for the honourable member.
468 Mrs LAWRIE to Dr LETTS— :

< Does he consider that executive members of this Assembly owe ﬁrst allegiance to affairs of the Assembly?
ANSWER

I think that all members of this Assembly owe first alleglance to the Assembly. [ would be a shining example
of that in that I have never missed one day’s sitting in the time that I have been in the Council or the

- Assembly. Possibly the honourable member for Nightcliff has in mind that one of our executive members
is absent today. I would add- that it is commom practice in parliaments for a minister—in our case an
executive member—to have to be away on other matters in which case the responsibility for answering
questions or carrying the work of that member-is transferred to another member. In the case of the
honourable member for Education and Consumer Affairs, the honourable member for Community
Development will be handling her work during the course of the day. When the honourable member for
Nightcliff has the advantage of belonging to a majority group that forms an executive, she might under-
stand better how these things work.

469 -‘Mr ROBERTSON to Mr TAMBLING—

| What progress was made in discussions yesterday between the Department of Education and the striking
school teachers in the Tennant Creek Area School? - -

ANSWER

The results of the conference yesterday have not been relayed to me T will endeavour 10 seek the informa-
tion today. .
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